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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain
“The truth be told Brothers, it is God’s good

“The Catholic Diocese of Calgary will
be welcoming Bishop William McGrattan as our new Bishop on Monday,
February 27, 2017 at 7:00 P.M.”

grace and our cooperation with His grace
that allows us the successes and yes
opportunities to grow on our journeys of

life and faith.”
W. Charles Russell

\

hope that you all had a Great Christmas Season. We have started the last half of our Columbian Year
and let us meet or surpass last year’s achievements.
By now, all Councils should have been in contact with
your Parish Priests to enlist their assistance in setting up
Parish Recruitment Campaigns in January and/or February. We need more Catholic men to help “Build the Domestic Church”. This program was a challenge issued by
Pope Francis to all Members of the Knights of Columbus.
Pope Francis thanked our Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson, for all the good work that the Knights do, but he
added that we can and must do more.
The Catholic Diocese of Calgary will be welcoming
Bishop William McGrattan as our new Bishop on Monday, February 27, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. Bishop McGrattan
comes to us from Peterborough, Ontario. Salt and Light
Television, with Father Thomas Rosica will be broadcasting live the installation of our new Bishop. The Knights
of Columbus State and our Foundation will be a major
sponsor of the ceremony.
Guy Precourt, Membership, Program Consultant from
Supreme will be in greater Calgary area from February
20 to February 23, Northeastern Alberta from March 17
March 23 and Central Alberta from April 17 to April 20
for training seminars. Councils in these areas will have
an opportunity to learn about their duties, responsibili(Continued on page 2)

Fr. Jim Corrigan

j

orthy Brothers in the Lord, as we begin yet
another year of our Lord 2017, we are offered an opportunity to take stock of how the past year has unfolded and what lies ahead for us in the coming year.
Socrates stated; “the unexamined life is not worth
living.” This is wisdom that transcends the age’s
brothers. We cannot effectively look ahead if we do
not first do not objectively look back and evaluate
where we have come from. When we look back at
where we have been, what we have accomplished,
what we could perhaps have done better or differently we are provided with a framework for the goals
we may wish to set for the coming year. So we look at
the big picture and the important areas of our life
knowing that life itself is a God-given gift and that we
are called to be stewards of this great gift. The truth
be told Brothers, it is God’s good grace and our cooperation with His grace that allows us the successes
and yes opportunities to grow on our journeys of life
and faith. This is the big picture perspective.
On a more personal level, looking back at our day at
the end of each day is a very productive devotional
practice. We may have heard this referred to as an
examination of conscience, but whatever we name it,
a look back at each day at the end of each day can
often provide us with the fuel and the ideas that we
need to move forward the following day. Just as we
(Continued on page 12)
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From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Mendita

“Celebrate Faith, Family and Fraternity”

`

he 107th Annual State Convention is fast approaching! It is going to be held on April 28-30, 2017 at the
Westin Hotel in Edmonton. Why do we have to attend a
State Convention? Some say it is just a waste of time
and money! With due respect, we beg to differ! Fortunately, a State Convention is not the same every year. A
State Convention is for you and me! It belongs to all of
us! A few reasons, not in any particular order, include
that we:

y best wishes to all for the year 2017.
May we all be inspired to start the beginning of the
3rd quarter of this Columbian Year. Happy New Year
to all.

• gather once a year as one family, as an organization,

Please submit the Charities Appeal Raffle stubs
early as the Early Bird Raffle will be on February 19,
2017. Good luck to everyone.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

to reflect on our accomplishments and misgivings.
are reminded of our roles as Knights in relation to
our Church and Community.
renew our friendships and meet new friends.
decide on the future of our jurisdiction by electing
our leaders in the State Executive Board.
elect our Delegates to the Supreme Council Convention.
deliberate on resolutions for the continued growth
of our Order.
enable our ladies to enjoy themselves with each
other by having their own ladies’ program.
honour our departed Brother Knights in a very special way in our State Memorial Mass.

Truly, the Annual State Convention is an opportunity for
all of us to “Celebrate Faith, Family and Fraternity.”
The 2017 State Convention Committee is working very
hard to ensure the success of this event – by involving
lots of manpower, time, effort and resources. We are
raring to go! Convention information package has already been sent to all Councils. Registrations can be
done either manually or electronically. The online registration system which is on the State website is user
friendly, secure, easy to use and streamlines the Delegate registration process. As an incentive, paid registrations received on or before February 28, 2017 are eligible for a draw for two (2) nights free stay at The Westin
Edmonton. Due to a limited block of rooms, on a first
come first serve basis, book your room early at the
Westin Hotel. Limited edition of Men and Ladies’ Convention golf shirts are available for $45.00 each. Convention pins with logos and bags will be provided ‘gratis
(Continued on page 4)
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The State Board is now in the process of reviewing
our 2017 Operating Budget and will be soon distributed.

Thank you for those who have already submitted
their expenses, please be reminded to submit them
right away to avoid delays and lost of receipts.
The 2017 Annual State Convention is now underway, this will be held in Edmonton on April 28-30,
2017. Delegates may now register on line or by
mail.
As we are in the month of February, let us show
and express our love to our loved ones especially
on Valentines Day and Family Day. Happy Valentine’s and Happy Family Day to all.
Vivat Jesus!
Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Treasurer

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

ties and accountabilities. The second item would be how
to conduct successful Parish Recruitment campaigns.
More information will follow as to locations and times.
Wishing you all a successful final six months.
Fraternally,
W. Charles Russell
State Deputy
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Gaston Launière

By John W. Onyskiw

“LEADERSHIP IS ACTION, NOT POSITION.”
Donald H. McGannon

[

ERE IS A REMINDER TO ALL
BROTHER KNIGHTS,
As we are approaching our 2017 Annual Alberta/
NWT Knights of Columbus State Convention, there
are a few items that need to be addressed. We are
to be reminded that we are a fraternal, family organization. Everyone is expected to exercise good
judgment in all activities involving the election of
State Officers, and the selection of Delegates to
represent Alberta/NWT at the Supreme Convention
on August 2017 in St. Louis, Missouri, USA. As honourable Catholic gentlemen and Brother Knights of
Columbus, it is our belief that the consciences of all
involved will assure a fair and fraternal process that
will further strengthen the Alberta /NWT State
Council.
It is the responsibility of each candidate to comply
with our guidelines and refrains from soliciting his
candidacy. Specifically, SECTION 162.23 OF THE
LAWS OF THE ORDER (p. 66 & 68) prohibits a member from “ISSUING OR SOLICITING”. This will assure
a fair and fraternal process that will further
strengthen the Alberta/NWT State Council. Any
complaints about a candidate who violates his responsibility will be investigated and risks his name
being removed from the ballot for the position he is
soliciting and will be ineligible to hold office.
This letter is also a reminder that members can opt
to vie for a position from the floor of the Convention at an appropriate time, but the nomination
must be in a WRITTEN FORM and SIGNED by the
Grand Knight or other Council Officer that the
member is in good standing with their Council.
Hope this will clear up the Section 162.23 of the
Charter of our Constitution.
Fraternally, Vivat Jesus!
Gaston Launière
State Advocate / Avocat d’État

[

appy New Year to everyone with all the
hope and aspirations that a new year brings. We
now look forward to the Lenten season and Ash
Wednesday which falls this year on March 1st.
Let me share some history of this special day and
other information for your reading enjoyment.
Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, has a nonChristian origin and was accepted into the beliefs
of the Catholic Church at the Council of Nicaea in
325 AD. The council also settled upon the 40-day
fast period as the standard length to celebrate
Lent. However, it occurs exactly 46 days before
Easter of which Sundays are not included in
these 46 days. Confused, read on…
According to the canonical gospels of Matthew,
Mark and Luke, Jesus spent 40 days fasting in
the desert, where he endured temptation by Satan. Lent originated as a mirroring of this, fasting
40 days in preparation for Easter. Every Sunday
was seen as a commemoration of the Sunday of
Christ's resurrection and so as a feast day on
which fasting was inappropriate. Accordingly,
Christians fasted from Monday to Saturday (6
days) during 6 weeks and from Wednesday to
Saturday (4 days) in the preceding week, thus
making up the number of 40 days.
It is a moveable feast, falling on a different date
each year because of its dependency on the date
of Easter. In past it has fallen as early as February 4th which initially happened in 1573 and as
late as March 10th which first occurred in 1546.
Ash Wednesday derives its name from the practice of blessing ashes made from palm branches
blessed on the previous year's Palm Sunday. The
ashes are ceremonially placed on the heads of
Christians on Ash Wednesday, either by being
sprinkled over their heads or more often by being
marked on their foreheads as a visible cross accompanied with the words "Remember that you
are dust, and to dust you shall return". It is a reminder of human mortality, and as a sign of
mourning and repentance to God. The ashes
used in the Service of Worship or Mass are Sacramental and not a sacrament. The ashes are
(Continued on page 13)
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From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Ken Kluchky

Annuities: RRSP’s, TFSA, RIF, Savings. More
flexible than you might think.

T

nnuities are easily misunderstood, in part
because of their name. When you “annuitize” the
money you’ve paid into an annuity (plus the interest
it has earned), you’ve chosen to receive monthly payments for life or for a fixed period.
However, annuitizing this money isn’t your only option. You may also treat an annuity like a Guaranteed
Investment Certificate (GIC). That is, you use the annuity as a way to accumulate savings and earn a
steady interest rate. You can make withdrawals from
the annuity for any reason, although you may then
owe income tax on some or all of the withdrawal
amount depending on if it is a registered plan or not.
If you do choose to annuitize, you also have several
payout options. The point is, these products are flexible enough to serve a variety of needs.
Contact your local Fraternal Benefit Advisor if you’re
interested in setting up an annuity as an RRSP,
Spousal RRSP, RRIF, Tax Free Savings Account, or a
Non-Registered Savings Account.
For the name of your local advisor in Alberta/NWT
please call 403-343-2242 or you can email us at
bouchardagencymail@kofc.org
Marc Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
AB/NWT

General Agent,

(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

et amore’ to all the Delegates. To enliven our Friday
Night social, the motif, dress code for all attendees is
“Hawaiian.”
Cognizant of the current economic realities, the State
Convention registration fees were kept to the barest
minimum – which is just enough to cover for the meals.
We have to raise money for other Convention costs like
audio visual, sound system, coffee, Convention pins,
ladies program and other miscellaneous expenses. That
said, we need your help! Donations of any amount, gift
(Continued on page 10)
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orthy Brothers All,

May we all be blessed abundantly in all our activities
in this New Year.
Thank you for your efforts in recruitment of 323 new
members – 40.12% of our quota of 805. In order to
achieve the Circle of Honor for State, we need 482
new members. Councils are encouraged by Supreme
and State to conduct Church drives in January and
February to achieve your Council’s and our State’s
goals.
Following are some of the incentives for achievement:
1. If AB/NWT State recruits 92 new members in January, we will receive $1250.00 US from Supreme.
These monies are then used for our recruitment
incentives.
2. Councils that recruit 6 or more members between
January 1 and March 31, 2017 will receive a Domestic Church kiosk and booklet set. If your Council recruits 12 or more before June 30, you also
qualify.
3. District Deputies will receive 1000 VIP points for
each First Degree ceremonial held in their District
from Jan. 1 to Mar. 31.
4. Recruiters will receive 1500 VIP points for each
new member recruited between Jan. 1 and March
31.
5. Field Agents who service Councils that achieve
STAR COUNCIL AWARD will receive 17,000 VIP
points.
6. AB/NWT State’s Push for Achievement of Star
Council Award is offering a draw for 5 awards of
$100.00 in January and February to Councils conducting church drives.
7. Reaching for the Stars Recruiters Award offers 15 x
$15.00 Tim Horton’s cards in January and also in
February.
8. Star Councils will be awarded a $4.50 credit per
billable member from Supreme. Make this a
fundraiser by achieving your Council growth goals.
Councils that earn the Star Council Award this fraternal year will receive a credit of $4.50 ($3.50
(Continued on page 9)
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From the State Program Director

From the Father McGivney Guild

By Michael Isakeit

By William J. Smith

T

TTENTION; District Deputies, Worthy Grand
Knights, Council Officers, Council Directors and
Brother Knights,
Submissions Due:
Semi Annual Audit Report - February 15
Soccer Challenge Report Form - February 15
Submissions due for State Convention February 24:
Council Surge Activity Reports
Council Family of the Year
Council Newsletter
Submissions to be delivered to:
K of C State Council Office
# 4,5579 – 47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Attention: Review Committee
Forms can be found on the State website and:
http://kofc.org/un/en/members/resources/forms/
council.html
State Website for Programs: (this shows the 6 program areas and possible activities are listed.):
http://kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/program/
Also refer to Grand Knight Manual
Please contact me if you have any questions what
category your submissions would be judged under.
PRAESIDIUM
Please ensure that any members working with Youth
have registered with Knights of Columbus Praesidium
(there is severe consequences on your Council from
Supreme.)
Contact for questions, Praesidium 800-743-6354 or
bgcheckservice@praesidiuminc.com
Vivat Jesus!
Michael Isakeit
State Program Director
programdirector@kofc.ab.ca
State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 4 February 2017

g

he Father McGivney Guild is growing every
year. Why not complete your application today and
get your family and friends to complete an application? They too will be a part of showing their support
for the canonization of the Venerable Father Michael
McGivney.
History shows what a fraternal man Father McGivney
was and what he did to serve the people of his community, no matter where he lived.
Please take some time to read about Father McGivney and spread the word of this very Christian man
who started the Knights of Columbus.
To join the Guild, fill in and submit this form online or
email. http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/
contact/register.html
Training:
We have some training evenings and Saturday set up
for members who want to know what is expected of
them when they fill a position in the Council. There
are special training seminars for the Financial Secretaries. This training should be attended by all Financial Secretaries. Those that have experience can always learn more, and those with little experience can
learn from them. Anyone interested in the workings
of the Supreme Financial Website should also attend,
including Grand Knights and Deputy Grand Knights or
Comptrollers of Assemblies.
Supreme has videos for those who are interested in
positions, but can’t attend the seminars. The videos
are on the Supreme website and you can follow at
your own pace.
Surge Projects:
We will soon be judging for the Surge programs. Having travelled around Alberta/NWT there are many
projects worth profiling and sending to Red Deer for
judging. It doesn’t take much time and Mike Isakeit,
Program Director and his team are looking forward to
reviewing your submissions.
Drive carefully.
Vivat Jesus!
William J Smith,
IPSD Alberta/NWT
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From the State Communications & PR Director

From the Charitable Foundation

By Michael Anctil

By Wally Streit, President

[

appy New Year Brother Knights! I would
like to wish everyone the very best as we welcome
the year 2017. I hope everyone had the opportunity
to be with their families and enjoyed the Yuletide
Season keeping Christ always at the center of our
lives.
At the November 2016 District Deputy meeting in
Red Deer, I presented a new initiative called Feature Council of the Month. The main goal of this
incentive is to highlight one Council per month on
the home page of our State website. This incentive
will capture the many good works of not only the
featured Council but the Knights of Columbus in
general in the AB/NWT State. It is also our belief
that this incentive will leverage our membership
drive to share our mission and showcase our stewardship.
I mentioned that we will be starting this contest in
January 2017 whereby we will be highlighting our
first Council winner. No one has submitted an entry
last December 10. However, we have a submission
in January and therefore we will be selecting and
highlighting the winning Council in the month of
February.
Just a reminder, if Council’s do not submit for Council of the Month, we won’t be able to continue with
this incentive. So please, be mindful of the deadline
date for each month and start submitting.
How do Councils submit entry?
- Send an email to communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca with Subject Line: Council of the
Month Entry
- Entries / Submissions are due every 10th of the
month. This will give time for the State Communications and PR team get all the required information and material for the website from the
winning Council.
- On the email entry/submission, simply Include
(Continued on page 9)
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ur Board had a very productive meeting in Red
Deer on Jan. 21, 2017.
Brian Day provided all Officers and Directors with a copy
of the new Directors Handbook. The content of this
Handbook has been a huge undertaking and we express
our appreciation to Brian Day and Jeff Neumann.
At the meeting all Directors were provided with a working supply of our new ACF brochure. This brochure was
designed to be used as a guide by our Directors, District
Deputies or Grand Knights, when making a presentation
about our ACF. The front page highlights the fact that
our ACF has given over $2,300,000 to worthwhile causes
since inception. Pictorials highlight our primary areas of
donation focus: children and youth charities, education,
women’s needs and Seniors Charities. The information
in the brochure flows well and the back page has a donation/pledge form. Sundry donations are encouraged
to ensure our revenues cover our disbursements without eroding our capital. If any Council would like a supply of the brochures, please contact Danny Barth in Calgary, Wally Streit in Edmonton and elsewhere please
contact the State Office.
Also at our meeting Donation Chairman Randy Yatscoff
presented a recap of a large list of Charitable requests
that were received in the last few months. After further
review and discussion the Board voted to make donations to the following charities:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Next Step Ministries
Living Well Capital Campaign
Camp Cadicasu
Aspire Special Needs Resource Centre
Dreams for Kids
Edmonton Dream Centre
Natural Family Planning Association
St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Church – Brochet
Light of Christ Catholic School Lac La Biche
Men’s Wellness Retreat (Star of the North St. Alberta,
Alberta)
St. Alphonsa Syro Malabar Catholic Church
Shalom Media
Calgary Women’s Shelter
Salt and Light
St. Vincent de Paul – Western Canada – powder milk
(Continued on page 13)
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Shown in above picture is Sir Knight Ken Beckie
receiving a Third Degree Certification from Past
State Deputy and Former Vice Supreme Master
Daniel Barth. We thank Knight Ken for his 55 years
of service.

Members and families of Councils 7070, 7061,
15290, 7599, 12904. and 13064 who delivered
hampers to the need in Edmonton on December
17, 2016

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg
format to the State Office via email at:

stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Please provide a brief description of the picture you are sending.
State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 4 February 2017

His Excellency (the Right) Honourable David Johnston, Governor General of Canada, presented the
Governor General’s Caring Canadian Award (now
called Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers) to Danielle Launière—Calgary, AB

For over 37 yrs. Danielle Launière has been a volunteer within Calgary’s Francophone community. |Her
contributions have centered primarily on the Paroisse Sainte-Famille, the Association canadiennefrançaise de l’Alberta, Régionale de Calgary, the Société de théâtre de Calgary, and the Société francocanadienne de Calgary. In addition, she helped to
develop a school program and to establish a Frenchlanguage television channel and newspaper in Calgary
Page 7

Six new members successfully pass the Admission
Degree exemplification on January 14, 2017 at St.
Joseph High School in Edmonton.

Above Pictures: St. Peter Council #7070 Knights
Parking Patrol having fun during the 2016 Christmas Eve masses at St. Theresa’s Catholic Church in
Edmonton.
Notice!!
We are still looking for Councils to host the Golf 2017.
Please contact Bill Potvin, Council Director for further
details or if your Council is interested in hosting.
His contact info is:
Bill Potvin
State Council Director
councildirector@kofc.ab.ca
Thank you.
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Grand Knight Leonardo Sosa, Jr. of Father Bonner
Council 7599 proudly received the 2015-2016 Supreme Council “Contest of Champions” trophy
with a Net Gain of 42 new members from State
Deputy W. Charles Russell.
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(Continued from page 4, Membership Director)

per capita and$1.00 Catholic Advertising) for each
billable member on its roster as of July 1, 2017
To date, 104 Councils have not reported any new
members. District Deputies, please check this list and
assist those Councils in recruitment and conducting a
church drive. If you need help, ask. Councils, if you
need help, ask your District Deputy and /or your
Membership Director.
Brothers All, we know what we have to do. Let’s set
our goals, make our plans, and do what needs to be
done to achieve success. Your efforts will be rewarded. Achieving Star Council requirements means
your Council is healthy and supporting your Church
and community.
Vivat Jesus!
Ken Kluchky. Membership Director

From the State Family Coordinator
By Sal Ficaccio

U

rother Knights,

Welcome to 2017, may this be a year of peace, good
health, love and prosperity to each and everyone of you.
Hopefully everyone’s Christmas season was enjoyed
with the gathering of family and friends, as we celebrated the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
“Family of the Year Award,” I would like to encourage all
Councils to submit their entry at the State level. The
form can be accessed on our web page: under forms,
click Council, under program forms, click “Family of the
Year Award Entry Form.” The winner of State will also be
submitted to the Supreme level to be considered internationally. Please take time to submit this form and
honour a deserving family the opportunity to be selected for this prestigious award.

(Continued from page 6, Communications & PR Director)

some information as to why your Council should
be featured. Simple and quick
- When chosen, GK will be contacted to get information to be posted on State Website
Being a feature Council of the month, the Officers
of the Council can direct their potential recruits or
candidates to the State website to check more
about their Council. This will increase traffic on our
website from the public, interest in getting more
information about the Knights of Columbus and
eventually becoming a Knight. Other Councils will
be able to learn more about the other Councils and
may be a benchmark on how they can increase the
interest and membership in their respective Councils. Councils can also see what activities and projects make up a feature Council. A Feature Council
of the Month can be chosen by the Council celebrating their Major Charter Anniversary i.e. 10th,
25th, 50th Anniversaries. This will hopefully help to
get more entry submissions and Councils and its
members will look at the State website more often
to see if they were chosen and or feel proud to be a
member of a Council of the Month.
Your State Communications and PR team continue
to look at ways in improving our communications
across the board. At this time, I would like to thank
the State Communications and PR team for contributing their time and talent headed by State Communications and PR Director Brother Michael Anctil, Brother Mike Duddy, State Webmaster, Brother
John Luk, Assistant Technology Chairman, Brother
Lito Soco, State Photographer North, and Shauna
LaGrange who has assisted and supported our team
in many ways.

As Pop Francis once stated “Family is the foundation of
the Church.”

All the best in 2017!

Good luck and thank you for your continued support on
this worthy program.

Vivat Jesus!

Vivat Jesus!
Sal Ficaccio
State Family Coordinator
State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 4 February 2017

Joseph Duenas
State Technology Chairman
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From the State Community Director
(Continued from page 4, State Secretary)

certificates or merchandise for silent auction will be
greatly appreciated and acknowledged in our souvenir program. We also plan to have a 50/50 draw on
Friday evening. Cheques must be made payable to
“AB-NWT K of C 2017 State Convention.”
As Saint Pope John Paul II said: “Let us remember the
past with gratitude, live the present with enthusiasm
and look forward to the future with confidence.”
Important deadlines:
• February 17 – Reports for the 2017 Convention
Business Session Book from the State Executive
Board, State Directors, Chairmen and District
Deputies
• February 24 - Entries to State Competition on
Council Service Program Activities, Bulletins,
Family of the Year and Knight of the Year
• February 28 – Nominations for State Executive
Board, Insurance and Associate Delegates to the
Supreme Convention
• April 21 – Pink and Yellow copies of Voting Credential
• April 27 – List of deceased members from May 1,
2016 to present
As per Section 57 of the Constitution of the Knights of
Columbus and Section L-3 (2) of the Alberta-NWT
State Council By-Laws, only Councils who have paid
the Per Capita assessments to the State Council and
Supreme Council are eligible for representation to the
State Convention.
Let us reflect and bring into action the words from
Pope Francis: “Love is shown by little things, by attention to small daily signs which make us feel at home.
Faith grows when it is lived and shaped by love. That
is why our families, our homes, are true domestic
Churches.”
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Secretary

By Leo Sosa

V anadian Wheelchair Foundation
The Knights of Columbus partnered
with Canadian Wheelchair Foundation
to raise funding for purchase and delivery of life-changing wheelchairs to
people in need all over the world. For
every donation of $195 received by
the Global Wheelchair Mission, it can
deliver a brand new wheelchair to the
recipient. They are shipped in containers of 100 to 280 wheelchairs each directly from the
factory to the destination countries at no cost to the
recipients.
How can a Council Participate and Support the WCF Program?
1. Assigning the task to the community activities
chairman for the council.
2. Arrange a goal for the council to raise annually as
a contribution to The Global Wheelchair Mission
– a specific dollar amount, a specific number of
wheelchairs, etc. Schedule events to raise funds,
and promote goal to members encouraging individual contributions.
3. Work with other parish groups or civic organizations in your community to organize joint efforts
to support The Global Wheelchair Mission.
4. Print and distribute copies of the donation form
to Council members and their families, encouraging personal donation to the Mission.
Report your activities to the Supreme Council with the
Global Wheelchair Report (#10071-C). Remember that
working with the Wheelchair Mission is one of our
"featured" programs. If the Council, working with the
Parish, raises the funds to purchase 100 or more wheelchairs, the council would fulfill all four of the programming requirements in the Community Activities category
for the Columbian Award.
For more details contact the State Wheelchair Foundation Chairman: in the North, Bro Richard JP Rajotte (780478-9111 or richardrajotte@shaw.ca), in Red Deer, Bro
Michael Breunig (403-342-6542 or
mbreunig@telus.net), in Calgary, Bro Glen Turner (403288-5314 or dmkids57@outlook.com).
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10, State Community Director)

Blood Donations with Canadian Blood Services
Knights donate their time, talent, treasure as well as
their blood through donations to their local community
through the Canadian Blood Services. This Community
program is obviously very beneficial to those in need of
blood and blood products.
Habitat for Humanity
The Knights not only undertake their own charitable
programs, but they also partner with several organizations, one of which is Habitat
for Humanity. As a feature
program that helps to provide homes for low-income families, Habitat is in constant need of reliable volunteers to assist them; and the
Knights are there to help shoulder the weight in the effort to help needy families. It is worth mentioning that
the low-income families which get the house work together with the volunteers under the direction of Habitat.
Notably, councils which donate
both 200 man hours and $1,000
to Habitat fulfill the KofC requirements for this service area.
Food for Families
The Food for Families program provides crucial support
low-income families. Food collected through this program can be given to local soup kitchens etc. such as the
Marian Centre and Food Bank. In collaboration with
councils, Supreme rebates $100 for every $500, or for
every 1000 pounds of food to participating councils.
Another food program is the 40 Cans for Lent by which
councils can include its local parish.
Special Olympics
Get involved in local Special Olympics athletics competition. Volunteer services for this important sports training and competition program that builds confidence and self-esteem.
The State Special Olympics
chairman is Bro Michael
Isakeit (403-278-5967 or
specialolympicschairman@kofc.ab.ca). Special Olympics role is to liaison
with Special Olympics Alberta. Special Olympics are
State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 4 February 2017

looking for volunteers on a local level and Knights of
Columbus could fit that requirement. Bro Francis Lajeunesse (780-991-8776 or brotherfrancis10986@gmail.com) is the Special Olympics liaison for
Edmonton.
Alberta March for Life
The Alberta March for Life
Association will hold its 10th
year March for Life rally on
Thursday, May 11, 2017. The event will begin with a
Mass at St Joseph’s Basilica at 10:00 am, to be celebrated by Archbishop Smith with Bishops Bittman, Motiuk and other Alberta bishops that are able to attend,
followed by a gathering at Sir Winston Churchill Square.
This will be capped with a march to Alberta Legislature
and back to Sir Winston Churchill Square.
How can a Council Support Alberta March for Life Association?
1. For the 10th year anniversary of March for Life
rally to be held on Thursday, May 11, 2017, the
association would need each council from Edmonton to send at least two (2)
Brother Knights to help as
marshals during the rally;
2. The association requests
Honour Guards from the
Assemblies for both the
Pro-Life Mass and the
march;
3. Last year, the association spent $19,771.00 for
the rally; the association is requesting that each
council to help and donate at least $300 to support the expenses for the march (Please make
cheque payable to Alberta March for Life Association and send cheque to P.O.Box 4004 Edmonton,
AB T6E 4S8);
4. On Friday and Saturday, May 5 - 6, 2017, the association will hold Pasta Supper and Silent Auction
Fund Raiser at the St. Joseph Basilica, and would
need help for the following:
A) Each council to send at least one (1)
Brother Knight to help out in set up and in
the actual event.
B) Each council to help sell 20 Pasta Supper
tickets of $15 per ticket.
C) Each council to donate Silent Auction
(Continued on page 12)
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From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman
By Brian Strawford

j

orthy Brother Knights,

On behalf of the Pennies for Heaven program, I would
like to thank all Brother Knights from Councils, Assemblies, Edmonton, Lethbridge and Calgary Chapters
for their generous support of this worthy program.
For the year of 2016, 42 Councils, 3 Fourth Degree
Assemblies, and the 3 Chapters raised $23,371.62. For
the past 41 years the total is now $664,605.71.
Our Bishop’s greatly appreciate this program which
assists our Seminarians. The Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven is a very important program and
needs the support of all Councils.
I would like to thank Rev. Father Jim Corrigan, Shauna
LaGrange, State Deputy Charles Russell and the State
Council Officers for their continued support.
Please remember to make your cheques payable to
the Alberta K of C State Council Office:
#4, 5579 47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Fraternally yours,
Brian Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven
(Continued from page 11, State Community Director)

item(s).
(Please contact Brother Knight Joseph Yong, our Pasta
Supper and Silent Auction Fund Raiser Chairman at (780634-3848(H), 780-988-0315(C) or
josephyong77@gmail.com.)
5. Knights and their families are urged to join and
participate in the 2017 March for Life to witness
the sanctity of every human life.
Vivat Jesus!
Leo Sosa
State Community Director
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(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

want to grow our Councils in activities and membership, just as we want our families to grow and to
flourish in faith and prosperity, we need to seize the
opportunity for our own personal growth as we forge
faithfully forward on our journeys to the Promised
Land. Sometimes, because of our human condition
we don’t really care to look back and evaluate especially in areas of our lives that we struggle. Be assured
Brothers, the Lord knows our hearts better than we
ourselves know them. The reality of God becoming
incarnate (becoming man) just like you and me
thought without sin, assures us that He understands
the human condition. I am comforted by Cardinal
Archbishop Thomas Collins words; you may fall a
thousand times but the important thing is that you
get up one thousand and one times.
Brothers the New Year is a wonderful time to look
back and to look ahead. We have celebrated the nativity of the Savior of the world. This event inaugurated the fullness of the final chapter of salvation history in God’s grand plan for humanity. The birth of
Jesus, (who is the fullness of revelation) allowed the
final stages of salvation to unfold in the death, resurrection and ascension of our Lord. This, my brothers is
the culmination of God’s saving plan for you and for
me. Our individual and communal roles within salvation history is to use the gift of life and the many gifts
each of us have been blessed with to build God’s kingdom in the here and the now. Brothers, our local
councils and our jurisdiction are a beautiful way for us
as Catholic men to live out the Gospel (the Good
News) of Jesus Christ in a very efficacious manner.
Alone we are limited, but with eighteen thousand
like-minded Catholic men working together for the
Common Good there really is no telling what we are
capable of accomplishing.
Brothers, look back, evaluate, look ahead, plan and
then move forward faithfully and fearlessly knowing
that God’s grace is sufficient for us. For our part, we
simply need to cooperate with His grace to bring
about the Kingdom in our homes, our Churches and
our Councils. May our Lord bless you and your families during this year of our Lord, 2017.
Father Jim
State Chaplain
State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 4 February 2017

(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

blessed according to various rites, proper to each
liturgical tradition, sometimes involving the use of
Holy Water.
In the Roman Catholic Church, Ash Wednesday
is observed by fasting, repentance and abstinence from meat - a day of contemplating one's
transgressions.
In the medieval period, the day before Ash
Wednesday was the required annual day of confessing one's sins and receiving absolution and
instructions on the penances to be performed
during Lent, the reason it was called Shrove
Tuesday. Shrove Tuesday or Mardi Gras (Fat
Tuesday) was also the last day of the Carnival
season, which continues until Saturday in areas
where the Ambrosian Rite, with its later Lent, is
observed.
Dutch tradition holds the custom to eat salted
herring on Ash Wednesday to conclude the carnival in the Netherlands.
In Victorian England, theatres refrained from presenting costumed shows on Ash Wednesday,
providing other entertainment in its place.
In the Republic of Ireland, Ash Wednesday is a
National No Smoking Day. This date was chosen
because quitting smoking ties in with giving up a
luxury during Lent.
And lastly…
The Bible does not specifically mention Ash
Wednesday or the custom of Lent, however, the
practice of repentance and mourning in ashes is
found in 2 Samuel 13:19; Esther 4:1; Job 2:8;
Daniel 9:3; and Matthew 11:21.
So there you have it… some interesting tidbits on
Ash Wednesday.
I would be remiss in my duties as State Warden if
I did not include anything on protocol. So this
brief will cover Dignitaries at Meetings.
When State Officers, District Masters, District
Deputies, Priests or special guests are present at
a meeting they should be accorded due recognition for the office or position they hold. They
should always be seated at a place of honor.
If a State Officer, District Master, District Deputy,
State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 4 February 2017

Priest or special guest should arrive while a
meeting is in progress, the presiding Officer raps
the gavel three times for all to stand and instructs
the Warden to escort the individual to the station
of the presiding Officer. He will then occupy a
seat of honor.
However, a State Officer, Vice Supreme Master
or District Master or District Deputy, when present at his home Council or Assembly, need not
be specifically recognized unless he has been
invited to attend in his official capacity or requests
to be recognized. This will allow the officer to engage in the regular business of his home Council
without involving the position he holds.
When a General Agent or Field Agent of the Order’s insurance program is present at a meeting
he should be treated as a guest. He should be
seated and introduced with the dignitaries.
An exception to this is when the State Officer,
District Master, District Deputy, Priest, special
guest, or, the General or Field Agent has requested to be seated elsewhere …such as with
the Council members. I have visited Councils
where the Council Chaplin and Insurance/Field
Agent has requested to be seated with the members attending the Council meeting… in the audience so to speak. Brothers this is their prerogative to choose where to be seated and should be
respected. Just don’t forget to recognize their
presence at the start of the meeting.
May God bless you and your loved ones,

John Onyskiw
State Warden
(Continued from page 6, Charitable Foundation President)

for northern missions
• St. Mary’s University College
• St. Joseph’s Seminary – Newman Theological College
These donations are made on behalf of all Brother
Knights and wherever possible the presentations will be
made by members of Councils or Assemblies.
Wally N. Streit – PSD
President – ACF
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
prayers:
Our condolences to the Reyes family. Brothers
Julito Reyes and Vince Reyes recently lost their
brother. At this time of heartache the Knights
of Columbus send their prayers for their family
and close friends.
♦ Council 10119 says goodbye to their Charter
Chaplain who passed away Feb 8, 217 with his
relatives at his side. May the gates of Heaven
welcome his soul.

ANNUAL STATE GOLF HOSTED BY BROTHER ANTHONY COUNCIL 10014
This event is now complete

♦

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

2017 STATE ANNUAL CURLING BONSPIEL
Friday, February 10 Sunday, February 12, 2017
Vegreville, AB
Host Council: Our Lady of the Highway Council
#4249
Contact: William Smolak
Email: sawss@telusplanet.net
2017 STATE ANNUAL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT HOSTED BY BATTLE AHERNE COUNCIL 3739
Friday, March 24—Sunday, March 26th, 2017
Contact: Laurence Fisher
Email: Laurence.fisher@solutioncorp.ca
(403) 323-0687
(When applying for Athletic events, please use the
specific form. Forms can be found in the GK Manual
in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)
tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058

OR

District 13 congratulates The Keep Christ in Christmas
Poster winners as follows:
Age 5– 7:Matthew H.
Age 8-10:Natasha H.
Age 11-14: Anneliese D.
Page 14

State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain
“Brothers it is time for spring cleaning
inside and out. The Light is coming
and we need to be ready to welcome
it.”

“If it is to be, it is up to me!’

W. Charles Russell

T

hese were the closing words of George
Bookman, the keynote speaker at a recent
St. Mary’s University dinner I attended recently.
These 10 little words apply to all aspects of our
lives.

Fr. Jim Corrigan

W

orthy Brothers in the Lord,

Lent is well under way and I hope and pray that all
our Knights are preparing themselves for the Great
Feast of Easter. This is a great opportunity for you
to become more involved in your respective Parish
activities.

It is the end of March and we are being granted some
pretty good indicators that winter is gradually fading
off into the sunset. We sprung/sprang/spring ahead
earlier this month and so we have daylight a little earlier in the morning, praise the Lord. For the past three
weeks we have celebrated our weekday Masses in the
parish hall as we endured the installation of LED lighting throughout the nave of St. Theresa. During this
time we have consoled ourselves with (Gen. 1, 3)
“Then God said, let there be light, and there was
light.”…and it was good. And it is good. Light takes
away the shadows that can cause uncertainty or unknowing in the temporal and the spiritual sense. By
the time you read this, we will have either celebrated
or be close to celebrating the Resurrection of the
Light of the World on April 16.

Bui8lding the Domestic Church, while strengthening
our Parish is a challenge that was issued by Pope
Francis to the Knights of Columbus. This program
was initiated by our Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson, in conjunction with a number of Archbishops,
Bishops and Priests, to encourage us to become
more involved in our Parishes. It encourages us to
become leaders in the various Parish Ministries. We
are not there to take over the Parish Ministries but

As we have been journeying through this Lenten season, I have participated in quite a number of penitential services as folks prepare to celebrate the coming
of the one true and real light, our Lord Jesus Christ. In
the course of my many conversations with many penitents it really has become very clear to me that when
we live in sin, or darkness as it were, when we find
ourselves in a state of sin, it does not just affect us
individually. We know that we are not living in the
light and this affects how we interact with others, in-

(Continued on page 8)

(Continued on page 8)

If we want to make change, you and I must take the
first step. This applies to our family life, our Parish
life and our Knights of Columbus Councils. We cannot wait for someone else to start the ball rolling.

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Mendita

“With Gratitude and Appreciation”

T

he Finance Committee of the 2017 State Convention, composed of PGK Bob Newman and
myself, would like to express our deepest appreciation, thanks and gratitude to all Councils, Brother
Knights, individuals and companies for their generous
donations of funds, merchandise for silent auction,
gift certificates, products and services. As well, our
hats off to the District Deputy and Grand Knights of
District No. 13 for hosting the Friday Night social and
fundraiser.
Having been asked by our Worthy State Deputy W.
Charles Russell, my lovely wife, Ruby, has been at all
the Convention committee meetings. Together with
Vice-Chair, Gloria Ducharme, they work tirelessly to
ensure the success of the ladies’ lunch and entertainment. Enjoy and have fun ladies!
In preparation to the forthcoming State Convention
to be held from April 28 to 30 at the Westin Hotel in
Edmonton, please ensure that your Councils per capita to Supreme and State Council is paid; that the
white copy of the Voting Delegate Credential be presented to the Credentials Chairman at the Registration Desk of the Convention; your 2017 membership
card is in your possession; your jewel of office must
be worn during the Opening Ceremonies, Business
Sessions and social functions; that the Necrology list
of departed Brothers beginning May 1, 2016 be submitted to the State Office; only 3rd Degree members
in good standing are eligible to attend the Convention.
Completed application to the State Scholarship must
be received at the State Office no later than May 31.
Starting this year, to alleviate the high cost of education and to enhance participation, the State Executive
Board increased each scholarship from $500.00 to
$750.00. Three (3) scholarships in each of the five regions will be awarded. The application form and requirements are available in the State website. If you
have any questions, please let me know at (780) 4633696 or at statesecretary@kofc.ab.ca.
In these trying and difficult times, let us listen to the
(Continued on page 4)
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H

appy Easter to everyone.

The Annual State Convention is fast approaching; it
will be held at Westin Hotel in Edmonton on April
28-30.
In order to be a Voting Delegate(s) at the Convention, the Council’s State assessment for the Per
Capita and Insurance must be paid. There are many
Councils who have not submitted their payment.
Section L-3 of the Grand Knight’s manual stipulates
that the assessment must be paid within 60 days of
receipt of assessment notice.
Our Columbian year will end on June 30, 2017 and
not right at the end of State Convention. The recruitment for the year also ends on June 30, 2017,
this will give each and every Council the opportunity to cash in on the Supreme Star Council incentive.
Some individuals have asked me what the State
Board pays the Councils to attend the State Convention. Section G-1, page 14 and 15, of the Grand
Knight’s manual explains the payment schedule.
The mileage is calculated at twenty five cents
($.0.25) per KM return distance.
Hawkings, Epp, Dumont LLP will complete the audit
of the State Board’s finances and report will be sent
to all Councils as well as the 2016/17 Budget for
your review prior to the Convention.
Cheques are issued on the last day of the Convention. The District Deputies will receive the cheques
from the State Treasurer for their respective Districts and they will distribute them to their Council
Delegates who are present.
I look forward to seeing many Brother Knights in
Edmonton at the Annual Convention at the last
weekend of this month.
Vivat Jesus!
Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Treasurer
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Gaston Launière

By John W. Onyskiw

"The more difficult the victory, the greater the happiness in winning." Pele, Brazilian soccer legend.”

D

ear Brother Knights,

As we are getting closer to our 2017 Annual
State Convention which will be held at the Westin
Hotel in Edmonton this year, I would like to send a
reminder to all Councils of the procedures we follow
in regards to dealing with the resolutions:
1. All resolutions must be submitted in typewritten
or printed form as per Section: G-1, Page 15, Subsection 214 (1) of the Grand Knight’s Manual.
2. The resolutions will be presented one at a time,
except that similar resolutions will be grouped and
presented as one resolution.
3. The Resolutions Committee’s recommendation
will be read along with any statement of clarification.
4. There will be a call for a motion from the PROPOSER to adopt the resolution followed by a SECONDER to the motion.
5. The resolution may then be debated with two (2)
speakers IN FAVOR and two (2) speakers AGAINST
the resolution with a maximum time limit of five
(5) minutes per speaker.
6. The member who made the motion is entitled to
speak first and last in the debate. As the last
speaker, he is allowed to speak for a maximum
time limit of two (2) minutes.
7. Voting shall be by show of hands on all matters as
per Section: G-1, Page 10, Subsection 209 (5) of
the Grand Knight’s Manual.
There may be further motions to AMEND, to REFER,
to TABLE, to TAKE NO ACTION, or to WITHDRAW.
By the time this issue arrives, the resolution deadline
will have passed. Resolutions received by January 31
have been reviewed by the State Board and the Resolutions Committee. Those to be presented at the Convention will be sent to the Councils before the Convention so they can review them at the Council level.
Any questions or concerns on the resolutions can be
clarified by contacting me at StateAdvocate@kofc.ab.ca. This does not preclude any questions at the Convention but can help your Council
(Continued on page 8)
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S

pring is upon us and with it the culmination of
Lent leading into Holy Week and the celebration of Easter… the resurrection of Our Lord. It is also
the start of the last quarter of this Columbian year...
and a busy one at that! In a few weeks the Annual
State Convention will be hosted in Edmonton at the
Westin Hotel on April 28th, 29th and 30th. It is imperative that each Council is represented and has two
delegates attend the Convention. Your voice can only
be heard if you are there.
In keeping with the upcoming State Convention a refresher on some protocols is provided applicable not
only for this event and also Council functions.
Introductions
• A person who has been elected but has not yet
taken office is called by the title of that office with
– “elect” after the title, for example, “State Warden Elect Richard.”
• A State officer is not addressed as “Brother” but
with the title of his office, for example, “Worthy
State Deputy Charles.”
• Before introducing dignitaries at the head table,
ensure names are spelled correctly and proper
titles are used. Check the pronunciation of any
name to be introduced or announced. The order
of rank should be observed meticulously.
Speakers and Speeches
• Identify the speaker, the topic, and provide ample
notice.
• There should only ever be one guest speaker.
• Never ask an invited guest to speak unless the
person has been forewarned.
• If the speaker is a woman or if the main speaker’s
wife attends, she usually is presented with flowers.
• A State Officer or District Deputy should always
be given an opportunity to speak at the function
or meeting. If several are present, only the seniormost ranking person should speak.
• A general agent or field agent should be accorded
the opportunity to speak particularly when he is
present at official meetings of the State or local
Council. If several general agents are present, one
(Continued on page 10)
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From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Ken Kluchky

Long Term Care Is an Important Piece of the Retirement Puzzle

T

here are many financial consultants and retirement authorities who emphasize the need for
a long-term care (LTC) product for estate preservation
and family protection. While many commercial life
insurance companies have gotten out of the longterm care business, the Knights of Columbus considers LTC a very important piece of the family protection puzzle. The Order has been actively offering our
members this product for nearly 15 years without a
premium increase on current policyholders. Members
who wisely purchased an LTC plan from the Knights in
2000 are still paying the same premiums today. Even
better, our LTC coverage is backed by the full strength
of the Order, which remains rooted in our strong
Catholic values. Talk about stability when it counts.
If we have not spoken about your need for LTC coverage in your family portfolio, please take some time
out of your schedule to meet with your financial advisor.
Remember, long-term care policies are underwritten
based on your health, and you most likely will never
be any healthier than you are today.
For the name of your local Field Agent, call 403-3432242 or email: bouchardagencymail@kofc.org
Fraternally yours,
Marc Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent, AB/NWT
(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

words of Pope Francis:
“For all the obstacles we see before us, gratitude and
appreciation should prevail over concerns and complaints.”
My beloved wife and I, our dearest children, Stephanie and Richard, wish you all a Blessed and Happy
Easter!
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Secretary
Page 4

W

orthy Brothers All,

Our efforts will be rewarded but we must engage ourselves and our Councils in activities and efforts to
grow our membership so that we may be better able
to achieve our goals for Star Council and deliver our
programs with new energy and enthusiasm.
To March 26 collectively we have recruited 481 new
members – 59.75% of our quota of 805. In order to
achieve the Circle of Honor for State, we need 324
new members. Councils are encouraged by Supreme
and State to conduct Church drives in March and
April to achieve your Council’s and our State’s goals.
Our growth challenge is to recruit 15% or 120 members each month. We need to continue this growth
for May and June.
With the help of Supreme Membership and Program
Consultant (MPC) Guy Precourt, State Deputy Charles
Russell has facilitated several training sessions
throughout the State for Knights in leadership roles to
learn about best practices to build strong and effective Councils to become the strong arm of our domestic church. The goals are to provide knowledge and
activities for developing effective skills and attitudes
for leadership in membership growth and development and delivery of effective programs with involvement of members and community. Your participation
in these training sessions is important and strongly
encouraged. The results shall be better managed and
stronger Councils to support our priests in our communities.
District Deputies, you are encouraged to review with
your Councils their membership development and
program activities with a view to do what is necessary
to have them achieve their goals of Star Council and
your goal of Star District.
Star Councils will be awarded a $4.50 credit per billable member from Supreme. Make this a fundraiser
by achieving your Council growth goals. Councils that
earn the Star Council Award this fraternal year will
receive a credit of $4.50 ($3.50 per capita and $1.00
Catholic Advertising) for each billable member on its
(Continued on page 12)
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D

From the State Program Director

From the Father McGivney Guild

By Michael Isakeit

By William J. Smith

istrict Deputies, Worthy Grand Knights,
Council Officers, Council Directors and
Brother Knights,
Some highlights of State Programs:
• Coats for Kids: 360 coats purchased in 2016
• Wheel Chair: 35 Councils participated and collected $51,637.60 in 2016
• Pennies for Heaven: collected $20,841.62 in
2016
• Special Olympics: received $1,400.00 CAD from
Supreme Office
-The money is based on any Special Olympics
volunteer’s hours and donations to Special
Olympics submitted to Supreme, on the
Special Olympics participation form.
-Also thank bro. Francis Lajeunesse who step
in this year for Edmonton and area and
made a positive difference to the Special
Olympics.
• Hockey: hosted by Settler , thank you
• Curling: hosted by Council 4269 Vegreville, fun
for all, thank you.
• Golf: no one wanted to host, maybe next year.
• Basketball Free Throw: Thanks for Brother Lewis
Boom for the great job in organizing the kits for
the Councils. Thanks to Brother Ken Waldron for
his time organizing.
Thanks to all the Chairman and Directors that contributed to making all six program areas run this
year. (no room to mention everyone)

T

he “The Father McGivney Guild” started
when the Venerable Father Michael McGivney met with a few parishioners in a Church in New
Haven to help widows and orphans in the community of New Haven. The Knights of Columbus began
small and grew fast and is still growing. The Guild
does not require membership in the Knights of Columbus, but why are you not a member? Why not
complete your application today and get your family and friends to complete an application? Your
spouse, parents, children, or friends can join simply
by completing an application. It can be done online
or by completing a form and emailing or faxing to
Supreme. All who apply and current members show
their support for the canonization of the Venerable
Father Michael McGivney by continuing their
prayers daily.
History shows what a fraternal man Father McGivney was and what he did to serve the people of his
community, no matter where he lived. Please take
some time to read about Father McGivney and
spread the word of this very Christian man who
started the Knights of Columbus.
To join the Guild, fill in and submit this form online
or email. http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/
contact/register.html
Drive carefully. Vivat Jesus!
William J Smith
IPSD Alberta/NWT
Father McGivney Guild Chairman

Many hands make the work easier and I would like
to ask that each area of the province and NWT consider having someone in their Council bring in a
new program or participate in an existing program.
Example: The following areas could have used more
people from Councils to help; Vocations, Pennies
for Heaven, Special Olympics, Culture of Life, Family
Activities and Youth Activities.

(Continued on page 10)
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From the State Communications & PR Director

From the Charitable Foundation

By Michael Anctil

By Wally Streit, President

H

ello Brother Knights,

The Council of the Month initiative is starting to
receive some inquiries and submissions. Council of the
Month showcases a Council and their good works on the
State Website. Congratulations to our first Council of
the Month – Ascension Council 10064. Please look at
the State Website in the banner section to view the
Council of the Month. Please consider submitting you’re
Council by:

•

•

Sending an email to
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca with Subject Line: Council of the Month Entry.
Entries / Submissions are due before the 10th of
the each month.

B

rothers – You are invited to view your ACF
web page. Just go to the State website
(www.kofc.ab.ca), then click on “To donate” or “To
Learn More”. All enhancements have been made to
date.
As you know the original goal of our “Catch the
Spirit Campaign” was to increase our permanent
capital by one million dollars. We have now
achieved our interim goal – that is to obtain
$900,000 in donations and pledges. With your support Top Up Dinners in Edmonton (April 14, 2018)
and Calgary (April 21, 2018), will get us over the
original goal.

If you haven’t viewed the video section on the State
Website recently please check out all the videos. Many
are training videos and others are inspirational. Please
take some time to view these videos as they’re exceptional and well worth the time.

The Top Up Dinner committees have had their first
meeting. More Brothers are invited to be part of
the committee. If you can help contact Glen Murphy in Calgary or Wally Streit in Edmonton.

We’re still looking for a State Archive Chairman. This
portfolio would be best suited for a Brother Knight who
is retired and lives in the Edmonton area. AFROG
(Archivist From Religious Organization Groups) holds
about 3-4 meetings a year in various locations. These
meetings all start at noon and may be held at the Provincial Archive of Alberta, Pastoral Centre and OMI in St.
Albert to name a few. The duties would be to attend
these meetings and provide proper archive information
to these groups on behalf of the State Knights of Columbus.

Once again we will have a table at the State Convention. Please look for our ACF Banners and drop
by as we have information to share with you about
your ACF and we welcome your input. You will also
have an opportunity to pre order your ticket(s) for
your Top Up Dinner. Payments via cheque or credit
card will not be processed until late September.
The advance ticket sales will serve as a motivator
for your Top Dinner Committee. Tax receipts will be
issued for the tax deductible portion of the tickets.

Your communications team continues to look for new
ways to improve not only the website but the way we
communicate with each other. We encourage any comments about the website and any ideas about Communications and Public Relations.
God Bless,

Our Board members look forward to meeting all
Convention Delegates and guests at the State Convention. The Annual General Meeting of our Charitable Foundation is set for 12:30PM on Saturday,
April 29, 2017.

Michael Anctil
Communications & PR Director

Vivat Jesus!
State Technology Chairman - Joseph Duenas
State Assistant Technology Chairman - John Luk
State Videographer/Photography - Edmonton - Lito Soco
State Webmaster - Mike Duddy
Archives Chairman - Vacant
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Wally N. Streit – PSD
President – ACF
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State Curling Bonspiel

Knights of Council 1186 working a pancake breakfast jointly with the CWL as a fundraiser for a
“Relic” Project to be displayed in their new
entrance.
St. Peter Council #7070 Team: Brothers Nick,
Camile, Chuck & Father Jim

Admission Degree hosted by Holy Trinity Council
#12353 and St. Joseph College Council #10060.

Luncheon after Major Degree Exemplification in
Fort Saskatchewan. DD Bill Potvin with Wife Maria,
SS Vince Reyes and other Knights Ladies.
Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg
format to the State Office via email at:

stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Please provide a brief description of the picture you are sending.
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State Board Team: State Warden John Onyskiw,
State Advocate Gaston Launiere, Program Director
Michael Isakeit and Immediate Past State Deputy
Bill Smith.
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(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

to assist in whatever way we can. We are there to
help our Parish Priests minister to their Parishioners.

cluding those we love. Living in a state of darkness,
(sin) affects our ability to be the best version of ourselves that our God has created us to be, in His image
and likeness. Brothers, the reality of the human condition is that we are all sinners. This is a truth and a
reality in our lives and to recognize this reality is in
fact very freeing. So, though we are created good, (in
His image and likeness) we are sinners. The question
then; what are we going to do about it? Brothers,
there is nothing like having a shiny clean garage after
a long winter, or a yard that is nice and neat and
green after a spring of dirty snow etc. There is a sense
of satisfaction of accomplishment. Our souls are no
different. When we confess our failures, our sins, we
experience a spring time feeling, a feeling of light.
Trust me on this one brothers. I am a sinner, I confess
once a month. Why? Because I need to. This opportunity to come to the light on a regular basis takes away
my fear and my inability to be in good relationship
with my sisters and brothers whom I serve.

In our families, we, the men of the Knights of Columbus, must take leading role in our families religious life. We must lead our children to prayer and
encourage them to attend mass on a regular basis if
they are not doing so now.
Every member of each and every Council in our Jurisdiction must be active recruiters. As our Supreme
Knight has said many times: “We have a moral obligation to every eligible Catholic man the opportunity to join our Order.”
The time to act is now!
Become better Catholics, become better fathers,
become better recruiters!

REMEMBER
“IF IT IS TO BE, IT IS UP TO ME!”

W. Charles Russell
State Deputy
Notice!!
We are still looking for Councils to host the Golf 2017.
Please contact Bill Potvin, Council Director for further
details or if your Council is interested in hosting.
His contact info is:
Bill Potvin
State Council Director
councildirector@kofc.ab.ca

Brothers in preparation for celebrating the resurrection of the one Who came to bring light to a world
that walks in darkness, go to confession and be reconciled with the Lord and one another, rake your lawn
and clean out your garage. I guarantee all three of
these activities will help you celebrate and feel good
about the coming of the summer season. “I came so
that you may have life, that you may have life to the
full, (Jn. 10, 10)” Brothers it is time for spring cleaning
inside and out. The Light is coming and we need to be
ready to welcome it.
Father Jim Corrigan
State Chaplain
(Continued from page 3 State Advocate)

with your decision as to whether or not to support a
specific resolution in question.
Hopefully Councils will show up on mass as excellent
attendance will increase participACTION at all levels
of the Business Session.
We want to see you there!
Vivat Jesus!

Thank you.
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Gaston Launière
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From the State Family Coordinator

From the State Community Director

By Sal Ficaccio

By Leo Sosa

B

rother Knights, it has been a great privilege
and honour to be your Family Coordinator
overseeing that many programs were put into place
to promote family.
Programs such as, Praying the Rosary on the fifth
Sunday of the month, Father’s Day Affirmation of
Wedding Vows, Holy Family Prayer, Food for Families, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Movie
Night, Honouring the “Family of the Month”, will
strengthen and preserve families.
Throughout the year, I have expressed and asked all
Councils to participate in the monthly program of
honouring a family within their Council. We do
need to pick up the slack at Council level to participate in this valuable program.

Alberta March for Life
The Alberta March for Life Association will hold its
10th year March for Life rally on Thursday, May 11,
2017. The event will begin with a Mass at St Joseph’s
Basilica at 10:00 am, to be celebrated by Archbishop
Smith with Bishops Bittman, Motiuk and other Alberta bishops that are able to attend, followed by a
gathering at Sir Winston Churchill Square. This will be
capped with a march to Alberta Legislature and back
to Sir Winston Churchill Square.
How can a Council Support Alberta March for Life
Association?

It was very hard to see that within our great jurisdiction of over 175 Councils only three families
were nominated for “State Family of the Year”. It
takes approximately ten minutes to fill out a
“Family of the Month” form at Council level once a
month.

1. For the 10th year anniversary of March for Life rally
to be held on Thursday, May 11, 2017, the association
would need each council from Edmonton to send at
least two (2) Brother Knights to help as marshals during the rally;
2. The association requests Honor Guards from the
Assemblies for both the Pro-Life Mass and the march;

I encourage all of you to do your best and nominate
a worthy family in your Council.

March Schedule
12:00 pm Gathering at Sir Winston Churchill Square
12:30 pm Opening prayers and speeches
1:00 pm Instructions and singing of "O Canada"
1:15 pm March to the Alberta Legislature
2:00 pm Speeches at the Alberta Legislature
2:30 pm March back to Sir Winston Churchill Square
3:15 pm Closing speeches and prayer

Plan ahead in the next Columbian Year and put into
place a “Council Family Director” so that this program can flourish.
Wishing you great success, in all your endeavors,
for the next Columbian Year.
Our Supreme Knight Carl Anderson has challenged
us to “Building the Domestic Church While
Strengthening Our Parish” by encouraging, provid(Continued on page 10)
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Speakers
• MC: Stephanie Fennelly
Executive Director, Wilberfore Project (AB
Pro-life), Edmonton, AB
• Sr. Elisabeth Coulombe
Founder, Alberta March for Life Association,
Edmonton, AB
(Continued on page 11)
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From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

W

(Continued from page 5, Program Director)

For program ideas look at:
http://kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/program/

By Brian Strawford

orthy Brother Knights,

My prayers to all Brother Knights and their families
for the coming Blessed Easter.
April is the month for our Annual State Convention. I
look forward to renewing old friendships and meeting
the new Grand Knights and Delegates. Please call on
me at the Convention with your fund raising ideas or
functions that I can help promote for your Council to
others.
For donations, please make your cheques payable to:

In the next Columbian Year Supreme will come out
with more clarity on what activity goes with Building The Domestic Church and how it can fit into different category, Family or Parish etc.
I would like to ask that Councils next year make a
surge report as you prepare your activity. Then a
report will be done to submit. If a “how to do a
surge report” session is required, maybe one
should be done. A surge report is your record of an
event and is a record that helps the next person
taking over an activity.

Alberta K of C State Council Office
#4, 5570 47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1

Vivat Jesus!

Fraternally yours,

Michael Isakeit
State Program Director
programdirector@kofc.ab.ca

Brian Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman

(Continued from page 9, State Family Coordinator)

ing and promoting family programs.

(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

should be invited to speak for the group.
Head Table
• At any gathering of the Knights of Columbus the
cardinals, bishops, priests, religious brothers, supreme officers, supreme directors, state officers,
state directors and chairmen, district deputies,
general agents, vice supreme masters, masters,
faithful navigators and visiting Grand Knights always are honored guests and as such should occupy a seat of honour. If there is not enough seating at a head table, other dignitaries should sit at
designated seats in the audience and be introduced at an appropriate time.
• Seating is arranged by rank--highest rank at the
middle of the table.
• Introduce guests from right to middle, then left to
middle, excluding speaking members of the head
table.
• All attendees should rise when head table mem-

WITHOUT OUR FAMILIES WE WILL HAVE NO PARISHES!
On behalf of myself and my wife Betty, we wish you
a Happy and Blessed Easter, to you and your families.
Thank you for your help and support on this worthy
program.
Vivat Jesus!
Respectfully submitted,
Sal Ficaccio
State Family Coordinator

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 9, State Community Director)

•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•

Carol Crosson
Constitutional Lawyer, Calgary, AB
Fr. Dean Dowle
District Chaplain, Catholic Schools, Edmonton
AB
Vera Fischer
Manager, Catholic Social Services, Gianna
Centre, Edmonton AB
Dr. Owen Martin
General Practitioner, Calgary, AB
Bishop David Motiuk
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Edmonton, AB
Rev. Dr. Glenn Schaeffer
President of the Alberta-British Columbia District, Lutheran Church of Canada, Edmonton,
AB
Archbishop Richard Smith
Catholic Archdiocese of Edmonton, AB
Dr. Jonathan Strand
Professor of Philosophy, Concordia University,
Edmonton AB

Other March for Life Week Events
• Saturday May 6, 5:30 pm Alberta March for
Life Supper and Silent Auction at St. Joseph
Basilica Church (10049 114 St)
• Monday May 8, 7:00 pm Prayer Service for
the Sanctity of Human Life at St. Josephat's
Cathedral (10825 97 St)
• Wednesday, May 10, 6:00 pm Watch the prolife documentary "Hush" at St. Joseph Basilica
Church (10049 114 St). Refreshments to be
served. Admission is free. (Watch the trailer
here)
• Thursday May 11, 10:00 am Mass at St. Joseph Basilica Church (10049 114 St)
• Thursday May 11, 10:30 am Interdenominational Pro-life Service at New Destiny Church
(10605 96 St)
Leo Sosa
State Community Director
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(Continued from page 10, State Warden)

bers enter and remain standing until they are
seated.
Flags
• Flags may be on a raised dais or on the ground
level.
• When the Canadian flag is displayed flat on the
wall it should be above and behind the speaker. If
this flag is on a staff, it should always be on the
right side of the speaker. The flag should not
cover a speaker’s desk or be draped on a platform.
• The Vatican (or Papal) flag (optional) is on the
speaker’s immediate right next to the Canadian
flag.
• The Alberta Provincial flag is on the speaker’s immediate left.
• The Knights of Columbus flag is to the speaker’s
left after and next to the Provincial flag.
Jewels
All Council and Assembly Officers should wear their
current Jewels of Office at all meetings and official
functions of the Order.
Brothers, in protocol, there is no rule for every situation. However, by applying common courtesy and
proper consideration for the office represented by
the person, we will never go wrong.
In closing…Blessed Pope John XXIII wished the faithful
gathered in Saint Peter's Square a Happy Easter “O
Jesus who vanquished death and sin, we all belong to
you and wish to go on belonging to you, every one of
us together with our families and what is most dear
and precious to us all. We are forever yours whether
we be in the ardour of youth, in the wisdom of maturity, or experiencing the inevitable discouragement
and sacrifices that come with old age”.
Happy Easter to all!
Vivat Jesus
John W. Onyskiw
State Warden
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(Continued from page 4, Membership Director)

roster as of July 1, 2017. This credit may be used to
pay Supreme dues.
To date, March26, 86 Councils have not reported any
new members. District Deputies, please check this list
and assist those Grand Knights in your District in recruitment activities, having a church drive and conducting admission degrees. If you need help, ask.
Councils, if you need help, ask your District Deputy
and /or your membership director.
Brothers All, we know what we have to do. Doing
nothing does not gain anything. This is not an option
if we remind ourselves why we became a Knight of
Columbus. Let’s set our goals, make our plans, and do
what needs to be done to achieve success. Your efforts will be rewarded. Achieving Star Council requirements means your Council is healthy and supporting
your Church and community.
Vivat Jesus!

Major Degrees held at Fort Saskatchewan on March
18, 2017. 17 Brother Knights took the formation degree, shown with the Edmonton Unity Ceremonial
Team led by Team Captain GK Leo Sosa, DD Bill Potvin, SS Vince Reyes, FR Francis Maria PPa and Gr.
Moses Savarimuthu.

Ken Kluchky
Membership Director
tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of
the Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council unless a self-addressed, stamped
envelope is provided. Deadline for
submissions is the 15th day of the month
prior to publication.

2017 State Convention Chair John Ducharme, Finance
Chair/SS Vince R. Reyes and F/A Marvin Sigfuson happily pick the lucky winner of the two nights free stay
at the Westin Hotel Early Bird Draw for the State Convention, GK Larry Mogck P. Vanier Council 6349.

Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
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Shown in discussion about the activities of the Special Olympics are State Community Director Leo
Sosa, Jr. and Special Olympics North Liaison Francis
Lajeunesse.
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain
“Brothers, alone we have many gifts and
limited potential, but together we can
optimize these gifts in a formidable and
effective way in order to bring about His
kingdom in the here and now. ”

“I wish the incoming State Board
and the various Committees much
success in the upcoming
Columbian year.”
W. Charles Russell

A

s we approach the end of the Columbian year
and my last message as State Deputy, I thank all the
members of the current State Board, the various Membership and Program Directors and Chairmen, the District Deputies and individuals who helped me and our
Jurisdiction during the past two years. Without your
assistance and encouragement, we would not have
achieved the successes we were able to enjoy.
I wish the incoming State Board and the various Committees much success in the upcoming Columbian
year.
I will continue to be available to assist in any way for
the Alberta/NWT Jurisdiction to reach its goals.
We must continue the “Building the Domestic
Church” program that our Supreme Knight, Carl
Anderson instituted a couple of years ago. In order to
grow our Order, we need more young men and their
families to become more involved in their Parish life.
We men must be more active in our Parishes by being
visible in the various ministries.
We Catholics are under attack on many fronts: the proabortion, the pro- medical assisted suicide groups, the
attacks on our Catholic school system are all issues
that we must react to. If we do nothing, these groups
will win the battle. We must stand up to these antiCatholic individuals and groups who are out to under(Continued on page 9)

Fr. Jim Corrigan

G

ood Sunny Summer Day to you my dear
Brother Knights,
Brothers, I write this on a beautiful sunny Monday
in late May with gratitude in my heart for the gift of
nice weather and truthfully most days for the gift of
life itself. As so many of you are well aware we held
our State Convention at the end of April and are
now set with our new State Executive Board for the
coming Columbian year. I am sure most of your local Councils have elected their new executives as
well. It would be nice if organizations could just run
themselves on good will and good hearts wouldn’t
it? As you are pretty aware even our own families
do not run strictly on good will, they too need direction.
Having said this, I offer a heartfelt thank you too all
of our good and worthy Brothers who let their
names stand for positions at any level within our
great organization. Brothers, whether you were
elected or not, thank you. To those Brothers who
ended up in leadership positions at whatever level of
board governance, thank you for saying yes.
The truth of course is that though most organizations come into being because of the ideas of one or
two individuals who see a need in the community,
(just as the Knights of Columbus did in 1872).
(Continued on page 9)

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Mendita

“Thank You!”

I

M

y family and I would like to take this opportunity to extend to all of you our prayers, love, greetings
and best wishes!
I am immensely humbled, grateful and thankful for the
tremendous trust, confidence and support you have
shown me throughout all these years in serving you as
State Family Director from 2007-2011 as well as State
Warden from 2011-2013, State Advocate from 20132015 and State Secretary from 2015-2017 on the State
Executive Board. Moreover, it was a great honor and
privilege to represent our jurisdiction at a couple of
Supreme Conventions in Anaheim (2002) and Toronto
(2016).
It is always a joy and pleasure to be a part of the Admission and Formation Degree Teams in Edmonton,
performing the roles of Grand Knight and District
Deputy, respectively. I can proudly say that the dedication and professionalism of the team in imparting
the lessons of the degrees to the candidates are second
to none – thereby preserving the beauty and dignity of
the ceremonials. Hats off to the following team members: Brother Denzal Lobo of Council 12658, DD 13
Manuel Ibasco, DD 14 Steve Horvath, DD 15 Ardie
Korte, DD 18 Dennis Pawlowski, GK Leo Sosa and
MD Paolo Festa Blanchett of Council 7599, GK Ted
Hill, DGK Myles Thomas and SMD Ken Kluchky of
Council 13312, PGK John Ducharme of Council 7070
and to all those who work behind the scenes. We conduct an Admission Degree every second Saturday of
the month with a 10:00 a.m. start at St. Joseph High
School.
Looking back, with all humility, after eight months
and hundreds of hours of careful planning and due
diligence, the 107th Annual State Convention held
from April 28 -30, 2017 at the Westin Hotel Edmonton, was a huge success! We are going to present the
financial statement which is in the black to our Worthy
State Deputy W. Charles Russell before the end of the
current fraternal year. Thank you to everyone on the
State Convention Committee for their hard work, dedication and superb teamwork!
(Continued on page 6)
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t has been a pleasure to have served you and our
jurisdiction as the State Treasurer. I thank everyone
for the trust and confidence you have placed in me
for the last few years serving as the member of the
State Executive Board. At our Annual Convention
last April 28-30, I was given an opportunity to have
been elected as the State Secretary for the next Columbian Year 2017-18, again thank you for believing in me. I will do my very best to work with you
and share my knowledge for the betterment of our
jurisdiction. Congratulations to my fellow members
of State Board who have been elected for a new position, namely; State Deputy Ron Schuster, State
Treasurer Gaston Launier, State Advocate John
Onyskiw, and State Warden Andy Soshalski. Congratulations also to all newly appointed Directors
and District Deputies.
As the State Secretary, together with State Membership Director Dean Rombough, we are invited to
attend the 2017-2018 Supreme Council Membership
Meeting to be held on June 24, 2017 at the Hyatt
Regency Dallas/Fort Worth (DFW) International
Airport.
The next meeting will be the District Deputies Organizational Meeting to be held from July 7, 8 & 9,
2017 at the Clarion Hotel in Calgary. The Installation of State Executive Board Officers and District
Deputies will be held on July 8, 2017.
The new Columbian year is only few weeks away,
so let us now plan and be ready to move forward as
we enjoy our long awaited summer.
On behalf of myself and my family, I wish you all
an enjoyable and safe summer.
Vivat Jesus!

Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Treasurer
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From the State Advocate

From the Agency

By Gaston Launière

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

“GOOD, BETTER, BEST.
NEVER LET IT REST. ‘ TIL
YOUR GOOD IS BETTER AND
YOUR BETTER IS BEST”. St.
Jerome

C

ongratulations to the entire 2017 Convention
Committee for a job well done. It was a great success, and we must say thank you to all the members
themselves who attended the Convention to make it
successful.

As this is my last report as State Advocate, I would
like to give (in a nutshell) some “Advice to Councils to Ensure That Home Corporations Do Not
Infringe on Knights of Columbus Trademarks”
and also explain the “New Policy on Independent
Associations Using Name and Emblem of the Order.” Here’s an excerpt from the Supreme Advocate:
“In order to protect its reputation, the Knights of
Columbus has obtained trademark protection for its
name and emblem and for various other intellectual
properties associated with our organization. The
Order’s intellectual property (name, emblems,
trademarks), along with its reputation, constitute the
Knights of Columbus brand. Protecting this brand is
one of the most important responsibilities of every
Knights of Columbus officer and member.”

LTC Is an Important Piece of the Puzzle

T

here are many financial consultants and retirement authorities who emphasize the need for a longterm care (LTC) product for estate preservation and
family protection. While many commercial life insurance companies have gotten out of the long-term
care business, the Knights of Columbus considers
LTC a very important piece of the family protection
puzzle. The Order has been actively offering our
members this product for nearly 15 years without a
premium increase on current policyholders. Members who wisely purchased an LTC plan from the
Knights in 2000 are still paying the same premiums
today. Even better, our LTC coverage is backed by
the full strength of the Order, which remains rooted
in our strong Catholic values. Talk about stability
when it counts.
If you have not spoken about your need for Long
Term Card coverage in your family portfolio, please
take some time out of your schedule to meet with
your financial advisor.
Remember, long-term care policies are underwritten
based on your health, and you most likely will never
be any healthier than you are today.
For the name of your agent, please call the Alberta
Regional office at 403-343-2242 or email
bouchardagencymail@kofc.org
Marc Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent AB/NWT

"Knights of Columbus" and "K of C" are registered trademarks belonging to the Knights of Columbus. By virtue of the charter granted by the
Board of Directors, local councils have a limited
license to use the trademarks "Knights of Columbus" and "K of C" for ordinary fraternal use in
connection with the council's fraternal and charitable programs.”
“A home corporation should avoid branding or
marketing its facility and business in a manner
(Continued on page 10)
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From the State Membership Director

From the State Program Director

By Ken Kluchky

By Michael Isakeit

W

D

orthy Brothers All,

It has been my privilege to serve our AB/NWT State and
its Councils as Membership Director for the past two
Columbian years. I express to all my Brothers my sincere
gratitude for being able to meet and work with you to
effect growth in our State by your efforts to recruit new
members to your Councils and by implementing the
many programs and activities by which we serve our
Church and Community.
Your combined efforts last Columbian year resulted in
AB/NWT State being awarded the Circle of Honor. State
Deputy Charles was presented this award at the Supreme
Convention in Toronto. Our goal this year is to once
again achieve the Circle of Honor by having 805 new
members and 24 Star Councils. It is through your plans
and efforts that this result is achieved.
With the leadership from our Supreme Membership and
Program Consultant, Guy Precourt, many opportunities
for learning about membership recruitment, retention and
program development were scheduled throughout the
province. Many of you participated and were enriched
with learning and examples that, hopefully, made you a
more knowledgeable and more effective leader in your
Council. I encourage more member participation in future scheduled training seminars offered by Supreme and
State trainers. Your Council can only grow stronger and
more effective through you being better informed and
skilled to lead.
Please mark your calendars for the following training
seminars being offered to prepare your Councils to be
more effective in leadership and programs:
Edmonton at St. Josephs Basilica Parish Hall starting
at 7:00pm to 9:00 pm
July 17, Monday- Council executive roles and responsibilities
July 18, Tuesday– Program Planning and implementation
Calgary at Our Lady of Perpetual Help- 400 Edmonton Trail NE starting at 7:00pm to 9:00pm
July 19, Wednesday- Council executive roles and responsibilities
July 20, Thursday – Program Planning and implementation
This opportunity is provided to help your Council’s current and new executive members become effective leaders and to develop strong Councils to support your

istrict Deputies, Worthy Grand Knights, Council
Officers, Council Directors and Brother Knights,
I am continuing on as State Program Director and looking for input on new program ideas. The Program Roster
is not complete and still looking for help, program details
will be on website by end of August 2017.
1. Church Activities Director: J.Florent Duguay
Vocations Chairman: Philip Birch;
Pennies for Heaven Chairman: Brian H.Strawford
Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman South: David Allen,
Chairman North: Gary Sherman

2. Community Activities Director: J.Florent Duguay
Wheel Chair Foundation; Chairman North: Richard
JP Rajotte, Chairman South: Glen Turner.
• NOTE :the Wheel Chair program needs Councils
to support the program and get involved.
3. Council Activities/State Athletics Director: William
S.Potvin
Special Olympics Chairman: Michael Isakeit, Special
Olympics Liaison North: Francis Lajeunesse
• Medicine Hat Councils are participating in the
Special Olympics Alberta Summer Games in
Medicine Hat July 7-9,2017
• A few years ago Alberta/NWT held a basketball
free throw program for Special Olympics at Alberta Basketball day in Calgary. The special
forms were approved by Supreme and used for
Special Olympics athletes. This is a once a year
program and could be used by Councils as an
easy project for new members. Special Olympics
programs are located all over Alberta and NWT,
if interested contact me for details.
Charities Appeal Chairman: Ray Martin
•
Brother Ray needs an assistant to help with
ticket distribution. Maybe each chapter could
designate someone to help Brother Ray in this
important fund raiser.
4. 2017-2018 Annual Meeting Chairman - TBA
5. Youth Activities Director: Michael Subasic
Coats for Kids: Aleksander Gurgul is main State contact for Alberta/NWT.

(Continued on page 6)
(Continued on page 11)
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From the Father McGivney Guild

From the State Communications & PR Director

By William J. Smith

By Michael Anctil

T

he “The Father McGivney Guild” started
when the Venerable Father Michael McGivney met
with a few parishioners in a Church in New Haven
to help widows and orphans in the community of
New Haven. This is how it started, but like the
Knights of Columbus began small and grew fast.
Prayers for your family can be made daily when you
sign up, or have family members sign up. Your
spouse, parents, children, or friends can join simply
by completing an application. It can be done online
or by completing a form and emailing or faxing to
Supreme. All who apply and current members show
their support for the canonization of the Venerable
Father Michael McGivney by continuing their
prayers daily.
History shows what a fraternal man Father McGivney was and what he did to serve the people of his
community, no matter where he lived. Please take
some time to read about Father McGivney and
spread the word of this very Christian man who
started the Knights of Columbus.
One way to encourage growth in the Father McGivney Guild is to register all Admission Degree members when they apply to join the order. Include family members and their friends.
To join the Guild, fill in and submit this form online
or email. http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/
contact/register.html
Drive carefully.
Vivat Jesus!
William J Smith, IPSD Alberta/NWT

H

ello Brother Knights,

Hopefully this email finds you well.
As we near the end of another Columbian year we
can look back at what worked and what could be
better.
Some successes are:
The Council of the Month initiative has been well
received. Council of the Month showcases a Council
and their good works on the State Website. Please
look at the State Website in the banner section to
view the Council of the Month. Please consider submitting you’re Council by:
•

•

Sending an email to
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca with
Subject Line: Council of the Month Entry
Entries / Submissions are due before the
10th of the each month.

The video section on the State Website has many
great videos. Some videos are training videos while
others are inspirational. Please take some time to
view these videos as they’re exceptional and well
worth the time.
The email system is working very well but we’re
constantly looking for ways to improve and fine
tune the system to make it even better.
One measure of success is the amount of visitors to
the State Website which has been increasing steadily over the past year. With increased visitors the
effectiveness of the website is encouraging more
people to submit items of interest to us to upload to
the State website.
Needs Improvement:
We’re still looking for a State Archive Chairman.
This portfolio would be best suited for a Brother
Knight who is retired and lives in the Edmonton
area. AFROG (Archivist from Religious Organization Groups) holds about 3 -4 meetings a year in
various locations. These meetings all start at noon
(Continued on page 8)
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From the Charitable Foundation
By Wally Streit, President

T

wo members of our Executive have left the
Board after dedicated service. These men readily
shared their time and talents and made a difference
in the success of our ACF Board. Danny Barth had a
total of 35 years of service on the Board and was
our Secretary. Phil Birch was our Treasurer and
served for 5 years. I am personally grateful to these
dedicated Brother Knights and wish them well.
We welcome to our Executive, Ron Schuster – CE0,
Ron Bichel – Treasurer and Bill Smith – Secretary.
Top Up Dinners – Plans for our Top Up Dinners in
Calgary and Edmonton are in progress. The proceeds will get us over the one million dollar goal
and formally conclude for our Catch the Spirit campaign. Each of you is a member of the ACF and the
success of the dinners will depend upon the support
of Brother Knights. How can you help?
Complete a ticket order form – while the payment
will not be processed until early October, early orders give us some momentum. Some Councils are
assisting with the cost of tickets, thus reducing the
net cost of a set number of tickets to under $90.00
per ticket. We are grateful for those who have already provided a completed order forms. If a good
prospect does not buy a ticket, please remember the
ticket order form also provides for making a tax deductible donation.
Provide us with the names of folks in your parish
who are not Knights but are prospects for a ticket.
Provide us with the names of parties who may give
us Live or Silent Auction items.
If someone buys a ticket and something comes up
and they cannot attend they can give the ticket to
family or a friend or to a name on the list of Retired
Priests or Seminarians.
For ticket order forms or information about the Top
up Dinners, please contact Glen Murphy or Willis
Winter in Calgary or Wally Streit in Edmonton.

(Continued from page 4, State Membership Director)

Church and community.
As Membership Director I have been blessed abundantly
with the gift of many friendships and opportunities to
interact with you as we worked together in a positive
direction to grow your Councils through your own learning and activities. You gave me an opportunity to take
part in the uniquely spiritual brotherhood of the Knights
and share many of your good works.
My wish for each of you Brothers is that you continue
your life’s journey as a Knight by living the example of
St. Joseph. As a model of authentic masculinity, he gave
us the example of courage, humility and hard work lived
through his vocation as protector of Mary and Jesus. We,
through humble and loving service, are protectors of our
families and community. As Knights, we will always be
called to respond to the needs of our families, communities and the Church.
Remember why we recruit. We do this to accomplish the
second greatest commandment of loving our neighbor by
asking a Catholic man to join us. Membership is our
greatest gift because it could save a soul and his family.
Our task is to get ourselves to heaven by getting others
there too.
Vivat Jesus!
Ken Kluchky
Membership Director
(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

As my second term as State Secretary winds down, it
is my fervent hope and prayer that the Almighty Lord
will continue to shower us with good health and love,
so that we may continue our service to the Order,
Church and Community.
Here is also wishing all the best to the incoming State
Executive Board!
Let us put into action the words of Mother Teresa: “It
is not how much we do, but how much love we put in
the doing. It is not how much we give, but how much
we put in the giving.”
Lastly, I am eternally grateful and blessed for the love
and support of my family, my lovely wife, Ruby and
our greatest pride and joy, our children, Stephanie and
Richard!
May God bless us, keep us and our families!

Enjoy the summer!

Vivat Jesus!

Wally S. Streit – PSD
President – ACF

Vince R. Reyes
State Secretary
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Lethbridge Major Degree

Head table

Denis Carignan –Field Director Ceremonials
Canada
Candidates

Honoree Alex Misak and his wife Ruby

Photo from the Floor Hockey
Tournament. Brother Francis
Lajeunesse and Brother Knights presenting donation to Special Olympics
Edmonton.
Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg
format to the State Office via email at:

stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Candidates of Major Degree
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From the State Family Coordinator
By Sal Ficaccio

B

(Continued from page 5, Communications & PR Director)

rother Knights, as we elect our new executive slate,
we also need to select the Family Director. Now is the
time, duties of the Family Director of each Council is to
assure that the Family programs are in place and distributed to our Brother Knights. With our Family program
we will be able to keep our members active and able to
build the Domestic Church.
Programs such as, Praying the Rosary on the fifth Sunday of the month, Father’s Day Affirmation of Wedding
Vows, Holy Family Prayer, Food for Families, Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament, Movie Night, Honouring the
“Family of the Month”, will help to strengthen and preserve family life.
Worthy Grand Knights and Program Directors, for all
those that have achieved the ‘Star Council’ status must
have four of these activities in order to receive the Star
Council plaque:
Simple Supper and Stations
Consecration to the Holy Family
5th Sunday Rosary Program
Father’s Day Affirmation of Wedding Vows
Food for Families
Holy Family Prayer Program
Journey to the Inn
Keep Christ in Christmas Program
Into the Breach
Family Fully Alive
Family week Celebration
CIS-Building the Domestic Church Series
Please introduce these programs in your Council so that
next year your Council will be able to fulfill these programs and keep our Brother Knights active and encourage others to join.
Brother Knights I have faith in you that together we will
be able to achieve many milestones and make our jurisdiction one of the great ones.
If you have any questions please contact me
(Continued on page 9)
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and may be held at the Provincial Archive of Alberta, Pastoral Centre and OMI in St. Albert to
name a few. The duties would be to attend these
meetings and provide proper archive information to
these groups on behalf of the State Knights of Columbus.
Your communications team continues to look for
new ways to improve not only the website but the
way we communicate with each other. We encourage any comments about the website and any ideas
about Communications and Public Relations.
I want to congratulate State Deputy Elect Ron
Schuster as our incoming State Deputy. State Deputy Elect Ron has asked me to stay on for another
term which I accepted. I’m thrilled to report that the
entire Communications and PR team has agreed to
also stay on. It’s the work of Brother Joseph. John,
Lito and Mike that makes our team so successful. I
can’t thank them enough for all their professionalism and willingness to take on any task that we’re
assigned. The Communications team plan to have a
strategic planning meeting this summer to plan for
future initiatives.
I would like to thank Worthy State Deputy Charles
for his leadership and great support over the past
two years. State Deputy Charles was always available to approve or not approve items submitted for
inclusion on the State website. When we were challenged about items not permitted on the website
State Deputy Charles was always there to back us
up. SD Charles was also a huge supporter of the
website and always promoted the website as often as
possible at every event. Thanks again Worthy State
Deputy Charles.
God Bless and have a great summer.
Michael Anctil
Communications & PR Director
State Technology Chairman - Joseph Duenas
State Assistant Technology Chairman - John Luk
State Videographer / Photography - Edmonton Lito Soco
State Webmaster - Mike Duddy
Archives Chairman - Vacant
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(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

mine our Catholic values.

Eventually, they evolve to a size that requires some
organized leadership. Well Brothers, the Knights of
Columbus are eighteen thousand strong here in Alberta and our Councils all vary in size. The commonality, they all need leadership to be an effective
conduit of God’s love in the Church and in the community. Why the song and dance about administrative stuff you already know?

Remember that the Columbian year starts on July 1st
and we must be active during the summer months. We
are a family oriented organization and we can stay active with short business meetings and involve the
Council’s families in activities such as BBQ’s, family
golf games, family picnics, hikes or walks in the parks
across our Province. Our Parish Priests need to be included and they need our help twelve months of the
year. We are the guests in his Parish and if we are the
right arm of the Church, we must walk the talk.

Let’s kickstart the 2017-2018 Columbian Year!

Well Brothers, most of us have opinions about most
things. Some stuff we are happy with, some we are
not. I offer you a word of advice today Brothers.
support your elected executive in your Council and
your State. These men may not have all the answers
or do things the way you would do them. But they
are in fact doing, doing the best that they are able,
given circumstances and conditions. We, for our
part need to assist and support them in order to accomplish the plethora of ministerial and charitable
good works that “those Men they call Knights” are
engaged. Brothers, alone we have many gifts and
limited potential, but together we can optimize these
gifts in a formidable and effective way in order to
bring about His kingdom in the here and now.
Please support your elected executive in word and
action. The Knights are the largest Catholic men’s
organization I am aware of. Together we can affect
and effect a wonderful difference in our communities.

I wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer.

God bless you Brothers!

There are a number of training seminars over the summer months. There is the District Deputies Organizational meeting in Calgary on July 8th and 9th. Bring
your Cowboy outfits as this is the beginning of the
Calgary Stampede. Our key note speaker will be His
Excellency Bishop William T. McGrattan, Bishop of
the Catholic Diocese of Calgary.
The Council Executive Training in Edmonton will be
on July 17th and 18th and in Calgary on July 19th and
20th. All Council members are invited to these sessions. More information to follow.
Remember: “Admission Degrees are permitted in July
and August!”

Vivat Jesus!
Charles Russell
State Deputy

Father Jim Corrigan
State Chaplain

(Continued from page 8, State Family Coordinator)

(familydirector@kofc.ab.ca)and also visit our website.
Have a safe and wonderful summer.
“WITHOUT OUR FAMILIES WE WILL HAVE NO
PARISHES!”
Vivat Jesus!
Respectfully submitted,
Sal Ficaccio
State Family Coordinator
State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 6 June 2017
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From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman
(Continued from page 3 State Advocate)

that would confuse or mislead the public into
thinking that the local Knights of Columbus
council owns the corporation's property or its
rental business.”
“To avoid confusion, home corporations should
not use names such as "KC Hall," "Knights
Hall," and other similar terms.”
“They should submit to the Board of Directors an
application for a license to use the name and/or
emblem of the Knights of Columbus, as explained
in the policy.”
The application form, can be found on the Officers’
Desk Reference under the Name and Emblem tab
(“License Policy and Application for Independent
Associations and Partnerships’’).
Members may submit completed applications to
supremesecretary@kofc.org.
Any other questions should be addressed to either
your State Advocate or the Supreme Advocate.
As the Annual State Convention has come and gone,
I am very honoured to serve our jurisdiction as State
Treasurer for the upcoming Columbian year.

By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brother Knights,

What a great way to finish up our Columbian Year, the
2017 State Annual Meeting was a great success. It was
great to renew old friendships and meet many new
Brother Knights and their wives.
Thanks to all who contributed at this years Meetings,
$614.60 in support of vocations was donated. The total
donations for this year is $15,333..32.
A big thank you to all Councils that donated so far this
year. I encourage all Councils and Assemblies to support Vocations through your financial support of the
Pennies for Heaven, a State Program.
For donations, please make your cheques payable to
‘The Alberta State Council’ and mail your cheques to
the State Office:
#4, 5579 47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Fraternally yours,
Brian Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman

As this Columbian year is coming to a close I would
like to take this opportunity to thank all the Brother
Knights and their families for the incredible support
you have shown the Knights of Columbus Alberta /
NWT Jurisdiction.
Have a safe and enjoyable summer! May God bless
us all and our families!

Vivat Jesus!

Gaston Launière
State Advocate / Avocat d’État
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Adrian Debow, member of Council 4878
at his ordination on May 26, 2017.
Congratulations Father Adrian!
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From the State Marian Hour of Prayer
Chairman

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
prayers:

By Gary T. Sherman

B

rothers All,

I wish to thank all Councils that have participated this
Columbian year with the “Blessed Holy Family Icon”
Program and held prayers in your Churches, Councils
and other events. The “Blessed Holy Family icon,”
was also a favorite where Councils prayed the Fifth
Sunday Rosary program with their fellow parishioner’s. The Icon travelled around the city of Edmonton and area as well as heading north to Grande Prairie
and Peace River and as far south as Red Deer and Calgary.
Please call for more information or to book your Icon
for your Parish or Council activities and “May
God Bless.”

♦

Our prayers to all loved ones of Master Clyde
Fynn. May his soul to welcomed into the gates
of Heaven and the arms of God.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Vivat Jesus!

Gary T. Sherman
State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman North
marianhourofprayer@kofc.ab.ca
(Continued from page 4, State Program Director)

Basketball Free Throw: LOOKING FOR CHAIRMAN****
6. Family Activities Director: Sal Ficaccio
•
Brother Sal will be encouraging Councils to
participate in the programs that relate to
"Building the Domestic Church" while
strengthening our parish.
Foods for Families Chairman: Leonardo M Sosa Jr.
7. Culture of Life Chairman: Patrice Roussel
Ultrasound Initiative Chairman: Greg Hyland
Silver Rose Chairman: Larry Ofner
***State Athletic Programs: looking for a Council or
location to host Hockey, Curling, Golf ***
This is the Program team to date, please let me know of
anyone interested in helping in any of the Program activities.
Michael Isakeit
State Program Director
State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 6 June 2017
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From the State Vocations Chairman
By John Leszkowicz

B

rothers all,

A friendly reminder that form No. 2863 is due at Supreme June 30. That’s the one to be used by Councils or Assemblies to apply to Supreme for the refund after making donations with respect to the Refund in Support of Vocations
Program (RSVP).
It is my honor and privilege to announce the results of the 2016-17 Religious Vocations Awareness Drawing Contest.
This year only 7 Councils participated, and all are in the Southern part of the jurisdiction. Congratulations to all who
participated this year. A special thank you to the artists, the Grade 5 students, and their teachers. The poster chosen as
the overall winner for the State was drawn by Evan K., a student at St. Basil Elementary School in Calgary. His poster
was submitted by Len Maxwell Grand Knight of St. Alphonsus Council 4965. Evan’s poster is published in this issue
of State Affairs. Evan’s poster has a border which he describes as follows: “The border represents life. On the left is
when you are a baby, the border at the top, when you are a child. On the right, when you are a teenager. Finally, on the
bottom the border is most complex on the bottom. God makes us more detailed as we get older.”
I pray that Evan’s poster will continue to inspire young people to consider answering the call to a life of religious vocation. You can see Evan’s poster along with the winners for the last eight years on the State web site at https://
kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/vocations/vocations-poster-contest-winners/
This is my last newsletter as the State Vocations Chair. My time as chair ends on June 30th. I resign after doing the
State Vocations Chair for 4 years. I wish to thank all Councils and District Deputies who promoted the programs over
these past few years. I especially thank Shauna LaGrange for her assistance during my time as State Vocations Chair.
Vivat Jesus,
John Leszkowicz,

“The border
represents life. On
the left is when
you are a baby,
the border at the
top, when you are
a child. On the
right, when you
are a teenager.
Finally, on the
bottom the border
is most complex
on the bottom.
God makes us
more detailed as
we get older.”
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain
“Brothers as we enjoy the wonderful
sunshine and beautiful world around us
during the summer months, let us take
the time to truly appreciate the gift that
we have received.”

“This Columbian year we have adopted
the theme ‘Faith, Family & Fraternity’
for our jurisdiction.”
Ron J. Schuster

g

his Columbian year we have adopted the
theme ‘Faith, Family & Fraternity’ for our jurisdiction. As the largest Catholic fraternal men’s organization in the World, I found it fitting that we embrace the wishes of Father Michael J. McGivney.
So breaking down the barrier of ‘faith,’ the shield of
faith described by the Apostle Paul in his letter to
the Ephesian Christians is of paramount importance
because it is the grace with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. This
was not an uncertain promise; rather, it is divine assurance that faith equips us to escape the very extremities of evil. Faith is a channel of living trust, an
assurance that stretches from man to God.
The next is ‘family.’ What is family? I define family
as those people closest to you; who provide you
with unconditional love and support, who are there
in the best and the worst of times. Family of course
can be anyone who truly impacts you in an important way, such as the Knights of Columbus family.
Then there is ‘fraternity.’ What is fraternity? Fraternity is a group of people that all have something in
(Continued on page 9)

Fr. Jim Corrigan

T

lberta is a pretty nice place to be during the
summer. As Knights, as Catholic gentlemen, as Albertans we are able to navigate and overcome many challenges, be they weather, family, work, parish, community related. This is who we are and this is what we do.
God has blessed us with the grace to prevail over many
challenges in our lives.
I would say that the converse of this equation is that our
Lord truly blesses us with many wonderful gifts, our
faith, our families, our work, our homes….and the list
goes on. Brothers as we enjoy the wonderful sunshine
and beautiful world around us during the summer
months, let us take the time to truly appreciate the gift
that we have received. It is easy to see the challenges but
I daresay it is difficult not to see and appreciate the wonder of our Alberta summers. Brothers, as we work gently
toward a year round Knights of Columbus activity cycle,
some of you are hosting First Degrees; some are hosting
family events like golf outings etc. As we go about our
labours, our work and our vacations may our hearts always be grateful for the beautiful, (if not a little on the
short side) summer weather that we are blessed to enjoy
with our families and friends.
May our loving God bless you and your families during
these summer months. May you enjoy them and appreciate them for the gift that they are.
Blessings
Father Jim
State Chaplain

[

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Ferdie Mendita

By Gaston Launière

ope everyone is enjoying themselves this

summer.
The District Deputies’ Organizational meeting was
held in Calgary on July 7-9 and it was well attended.
There was alot of helpful information and inspiring
words provided to all of us especially for all Councils
who will benefit the most. The Installation of State
Executive Board Officers and District Deputies was
also held in Calgary on July 8, 2017. I offer my best
wishes to my fellow State Executive Board Officers
and the current State Directors, Chairmen, District
Deputies, Grand Knights and to all members.
I have an opportunity to attend the Supreme Membership meeting in Dallas last June 23-25. It was an
amazing weekend as that weekend was a very informative, full of membership ideas.
What is the gift of membership? It’s knowing your
contributions count for something. When the Supreme
Knight talks about the millions of dollars or the millions of service hours, remember this started with one
man, working one hour or donating one dollar. We are
like drops of rain and when we come together, we
change our community and the world. Another gift of
membership is being part of a large family of Knights.
We eat together, we pray together and for each other.
The 2 day Regional Seminar was held in Edmonton
and Calgary on August 19 & 20 respectively with
MPC Guy Precourt as our facilitator and assisted by
State Deputy Bro. Ron and members of the State
Board.
As fraternal leaders of this great jurisdiction, we must
continue to display positive leadership and mindset in
order to achieve our goals in membership recruitment
and retention, programs and insurance. This has been
done in the past so there is no reason why it cannot be
done again, today and in the future, even exceeding
expectations.
Let us begin the new Columbian Year with so much
hope and enthusiasm in order to attain our goals for
each Council.

"WHEN YOU'VE GOT SOMETHING TO PROVE,
THERE'S NOTHING GREATER THAN A CHALLENGE.” Terry Bradshaw.

D

ear Brother Knights,

Thank you for the faith and confidence you
have placed in me by selecting me as your State
Treasurer for this Columbian year.
By the time you will read this report, 60%++ of the
2017 summer will be gone.
I have a question for all of you, DD`s, GK`s and
FS`s >>> How many of you know that all the forms
that need to be filled are located in your State Rosters? Immediately following the introduction letter
by your State Deputy, you will see the Council Officers Checklist with all the forms that need to be
completed for the Columbian Year together with the
deadline. This checklist has been in the Roster for
many years and still is as of today.
As a reminder:
• State Council Roster Form (Councils & Assemblies Elected Members) due on JUNE 15 to be
sent to the Red Deer Office.
• Form #185 (Report of Officers) due on JULY 1ST
of each year and sent to Supreme (Membership
Records) & State Deputy + DD’s.
• Form # 365 (Service Program personnel) due
AUGUST 1ST Supreme (Fraternal Services) and
State Deputy + DD’s.
• Form #1295 (Semi-annual audit) due AUGUST
15 Supreme (Council Accounts) & State Deputy
+ DD’s.
On a final note, congratulations to all newly elected
Council Officers and welcome back to the returning
Council Officers. Please ensure that the Installation
of Officers takes place as soon as possible, if not
already done so.

I wish you all a wonderful and safe summer!

Have a restful summer and a great 2017-18 Columbian Year.

Vivat Jesus!

Vivat Jesus!

Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Secretary

Gaston Launière
State Treasurer / Trésorier d’État
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By John W. Onyskiw

By Andy Soshalski

j

e are now 2 months into our new Columbian
Year 2017 – 2018 and it has been busy. Our District
Deputy meeting was held in July for new DD’s and
incumbents albeit with a few DD’s missing. State also
hosted two training seminars one each in Edmonton
and Calgary. Thank you to MPC Guy Precourt for
leading these training sessions.
By now the old executive should have handed over the
gavel and all materials to the new executive. With
more information available on-line at the State website
(i.e.; Grand Knights Manual) the new executive should
be made aware of its location and ensure they have
access to all the materials need for a successful and
productive year. In addition all Councils must advise
State of any changes in their executive (Grand Knight,
Financial Secretary, and Chaplain) to ensure that it is
reflected in the new Alberta / Northwest Territories
State Roster.
All Councils must have a set of approved bylaws
which are used to run the Council. With this new fraternal year each Council should undertake a review of
their bylaws. First, to see if they have a copy, and second to ensure it is current. The Council may have a
specific need that required a change in the bylaw that
was passed by their Executive but never added to or
amended the bylaws.
As with every new Columbian Year we must revisit
what the District Deputies, Councils and their executive should be aware of as they execute their responsibilities and business. Regardless if you are a returning
officer or new into a position there will be much information sharing on the laws, rules, and procedures of
our order and jurisdiction. Much information will be
obtained from the Charter Constitution Laws of our
Order, the Laws and Rules of the Order, and other
sources. As your State Advocate anything in the legal
arena falls under my purview.
Every month or two I will be publishing a newsletter,
“The Advocate”, which will be directed to the Council
Advocate. A copy will be sent to the Grand Knight
and the District Deputy but I also encourage all the
Grand Knights to share this newsletter with their executive.
The start of our Columbian Year was July 1st and our
State Board has been working diligently since that
(Continued on page 5)
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ello, dear Brothers!

My name is Andy Soshalski and I am your new
State Warden. I am really humbled to be elected to
this position. I remember the words said at my Major Degree by one of the oldest knights in our jurisdiction, Brother Russ Whittaker, “The more you
give to the Knights, the more you get from them.” I
also remember the words of my other friend,
Brother Tom Halbert, who just passed away on July
15, “I have several degrees and titles from several
countries and continents, but there is one title that is
most important and precious to me – a Knight of
Columbus!”
Dear Brothers, let us remember that we belong to
the great organization that was founded by a Holy
Priest and this organization is not only a charitably
body, it is the lay Catholic order, blessed by the
Pope and governed like all catholic orders, by the
Superior – the Supreme Knight and the Supreme
Board. So, all of us are called to be the messengers
of the Catholic Church. Like the Knights of the old
days we should proclaim the Gospel to those who
do not know of it or forgot it and to serve the
Church by means of charity, unity, fraternity and
patriotism.
Being the junior member of the State Board, I see
my task as helping the State Deputy and the State
Board in the fields I am assigned to namely, protocol, retention, the jurisdiction’s property, as well as
helping the Councils in the south of the province
and helping the jurisdiction in all the ways I can. I
will continue to write articles on protocol to the
Warden’s Corner – the job, started by my predecessor, Brother John Onyskiw, and in today’s issue of
State Affairs, I write about the handling of the meetings.
In the conclusion I wish you, my Brothers and your
families, a very blessed summer and I ask you to
keep my wife Natalia and myself in your prayers.
Vivat Jesus!
Andy Soshalski,
State Warden
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From the Agency

From the State Membership Director N

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Dean Rombough

Ways to Pay for Permanent Life Insurance.

j

e live in a world of options and we are constantly bombarded by choices. Some of these make
our lives more complicated, but many of these choices
are created with our satisfaction in mind.
At the Knights of Columbus, every product we offer
has been designed solely for the benefit of our members and their families. When I present an option to
you, it’s because a team of experts has discussed it at
length to be certain it serves your best interest.
We have a few options on how you can provide and
pay for the permanent life coverage that your family
needs. Many permanent life policies call for premiums
to be paid for your entire life or to age 100. But we
also offer permanent life coverage with guaranteed
cash values (and the potential to earn dividends, which
are not guaranteed) through policies that offer a limited period of premium payments.
First, we offer “10 Pay Life” and “20 Pay Life.” Consider paying premiums for 10 or 20 years, and never
having to pay for the coverage again. The plan is “paid
up” and no more premiums are due. The plan stays in
force, the death benefit remains intact and the guaranteed cash value continues to grow.
A plan with similar benefits is “Life Paid Up at 65.”
The difference over 10 or 20 Pay Life plans is that this
permanent product requires you to pay premiums until
age 65. Then, premiums stop (just in time for retirement), but the plan remains in force.
Finally, the ultimate in limited pay is our Single Premium Life product. Imagine buying life insurance —
permanent life insurance — and only paying one single premium? It’s possible.
To learn more about these products, our long-term
care insurance, disability income or retirement products, please call your Field Agent today.
For the name of your agent, please contact the AB/
NWT regional office at 403-343-2242 or email at bouchardagencymail@kofc.org
Follow us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/
kofcbouchardagency
Marc Bouchard
General Agent
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j

orthy Brother Knights
As the Membership Director North, I would like to
welcome the new Grand Knights and their executive
to their respective offices and offer our assistance in
helping complete their membership goals. Of course it
goes without saying the same help is offered to the
returning Grand Knights as well. As a team we would
like to help your councils achieve their membership
targets throughout this Columbian year, in order to
reach the ultimate goal of a Grand Knight, Star Council. Although this may seem like a daunting task to
some Councils, with the help of your members, your
District Deputy and the State Membership team this
can easily be achieved. All you have to do is ask for
assistance. Our team has had training from the Supreme Membership Program Consultant and we are
able to assist. As well, your District Deputy has been
given direction from the State team in order to assist
you.
For the past year Supreme has been offering webinars
in the comfort of your own home, giving valuable
training such as “Effective Church Recruitment
Drives.” Have you and your Council officers taken
advantage of this training offered by Past State Deputies from the Supreme Office? If not, why not? These
Webinars are offered live during the time, and then
archived to the Supreme website. I highly encourage
G.K.s, D.D.s and Council officers to take advantage of
this training.
Having said this, I know I do not have to state the importance of recruiting. Recruitment is one of the most
important jobs a Council takes on. As Council members age in place, who will take over Council responsibilities? We not only need to recruit, but recruit members with the enthusiasm and energy to carry on Father
McGivney’s vision.
Our Worthy State Deputy has given his direction this
year for membership, 50% of the Councils recruitment
goal by Christmas. By reaching 50% by Christmas,
councils will be able to achieve Star Council quotas by
the end of the Columbian year. How will your Council
attain this goal? With the assistance of your Council’s
Membership Director and the Executive team you can
plan your parish recruitment drives. Working with the
(Continued on page 12)
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From the Father McGivney Guild

From the State Communications & PR Director

By Kevin M. LaGrange

By Michael Anctil

o all my Brother Knights,

As many of you may know, the Knights of Columbus
was founded by one man; Father Michael J. McGivney. As a few of you may not know, the Guild was
formed by the same man. It’s soul purpose? To help
support the windows and orphans in the New Haven
community. A program that has spanned out much
more then the New Haven area, created through the
assistance of Father MicGivney’s fellow parishioners.
The Guild is a very worthwhile program, for the most
part, unknown to most Brother Knights and their families. Let’s make it known! Help create awareness and
help those families in need!
You and your FAMILY an sign up by simply filling
out an application; completely free. The Guild does
has no dues to procure from its members. You can fill
out a form and send it to Supreme directly via mail,
email or fax or you can apply online at
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/contact/
register.html
Thank you for your support.
Vivat Jesus!
Kevin M. LaGrange
Father McGivney Guild Chairman
(Continued from page 3, State Advocate)

date. Hopefully all Councils started their year with
events, activities, and especially recruitment. Our jurisdiction just missed being in the “Circle of Honour”
last year so let us all take up the torch and ensure we
achieve this honour this year. It is much easier to pace
recruitment over the months of the year as opposed to
waiting until the end of the Columbian Year and then
missing our target.

b

ur website continues to grow in readership
with a 3.3% increase in users and 1% growth in visits year over year. We continue to enjoy a degree of
growth across all sections of our website and our
new initiatives such as the ‘Council of the Month’
continues to draw users to the site.
We have recently upgraded our homepage to allow
you easier access to the latest information and news
from the State Council, this should allow you to
know when we update many of the resources on the
site at a glance. We often launch new sections aimed
at assisting Councils to communicate effectively and
run more efficiently.
For those Brothers who find themselves in new positions within our order this year; please take some
time to review the website in its entirety. It contains
many valuable resources such as State and Supreme
forms, Membership information, Program guidelines and instructions, as well as news of what is
going on within the Knights of Columbus. These are
very valuable resources that are available for free
for you to use in your efforts within your Districts.
Do not forget to also check out our Council of the
Month section and see what featured Councils are
doing. Please consider applying to be Council of the
Month. This is an excellent way to feature a Council
and their good works! This also benefits other
Councils by communicating unique ways that your
Council is helping your parish and community.
So, for those of you who are already using the website regularly, thank you, and please continue to
check back and see the new features we are adding
throughout the year. For those of you that have not,
welcome, and we invite you to spend some time on
our website learning how this valuable tool can
make life easier for you.

I am looking forward to meeting as many Councils as
I can this fraternal year. If you have any questions
please do not hesitate to contact me… and do enjoy
the remainder of our short summer.

Mike Duddy
Web Master

Sir Knight John Onyskiw
State Advocate

Michael Anctil
State Communications & PR Director
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From the Charitable Foundation
By Wally Streit, President

Z rowing our Charitable Foundation means more
funds for more charitable causes – year after year. At
the completion of our existing pledges from all
sources and assuming two successful Top up Dinners,
the value of our portfolio will be in the order of
$2,700,000. This is good news. How then do we ensure that this improved capital position is not eroded
as we go forward?
Currently to cover our payouts to charities and our
well controlled expenses, it takes every dollar from
our portion of the Charities Appeal and every dollar
we receive from interest and dividends on our investments.
Here are some areas that could make a difference:

Presentation to the Special Olypmics Alberta
Top Photo (from left):Courtney Lacoste (Sport Coordinator), Francis Lajeunesse (Special Olympics
Liaison Edmonton), and Celina Comeau (General
Manager).
Bottom Photo (from left):Doug Der (Board Member), John Pinsent (Board Chair), Chris Odding
(Board Member) and Kurtis Ashton (Treasurer).

We are still
looking for a
Council to Host the
Golf Tournament

FOR YOUR INFORMATION!!!!!!!

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a State
Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg format to
the State Office via email at:

stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Please provide a brief description of the picture you
are sending.
Page 6

Interest Returns – for every 1% increase in rates we
improve by appx. $16,000
Charities Appeal – three years ago we received close
to $50,000 – that has reduced to $40,000. The Council benefits, the State Council benefits and the ACF
benefits. So let’s have all Councils participate and do
their part to improve overall Charities Appeal ticket
sales.
Sundry Donations – We have a new brochure that
flows very well and ends with a donation form at the
back. We encourage fully tax deductible sundry donations i.e. $100, $200 etc. During our campaign less
than 3% of our 18,500 members made a donation or a
pledge so there is room to expect sundry donations as
this is our Charitable Foundation.
Encourage Brother Knights and possibly councils to
purchase a policy on the life of Brother Knight where
the beneficiary is the ACF. You can imagine the
positive benefit to our cash flow if the ACF was the
beneficiary of two policies each year for $25,000$30,000.
Memorial Donations - A few years ago two Brother
Knights passed away with in weeks. The ACF received over $4,500 as I simply asked the families to
consider the ACF in the Obituary. After the ACF is
mentioned we simply give the funeral director a sup(Continued on page 9)
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A Message from our Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson
Dear Brother Knight:
This week, more than 2,000 Knights and their families gathered in St. Louis for the 135th Supreme Convention, which was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the achievements of the
last fraternal year, and to chart the course for an even brighter future for the Knights of Columbus.
A Papal Message to the convention conveyed the prayers and good wishes of Pope Francis
who praised the Order’s efforts to strengthen family life and provide relief to persecuted
Christians in the Middle East. Just days before the convention, the Board of Directors authorized a $2 million effort to save Karamdes, a predominantly Christian town in the Nineveh
Plain region of Iraq, which was liberated from ISIS late last year.
During my annual report, I announced the “Knights of Columbus Campaign to Save 1 Million Children.” Through our Ultrasound Initiative, we have already provided 829 ultrasound
machines and this new campaign aims to reach the goal of 1,000 machines as quickly as possible, so that by 2019 — the 10th anniversary of the initiative — we will have saved an estimated total of 1 million lives.
The Order reached new heights in its charitable works, donating more than $177 million and
75 million hours to charitable causes. Our industry-leading program of insurance “by brother
Knights, for brother Knights” continues to provide the finest protection to our families, issuing a new record of more than $8.54 billion of new life insurance last year. We also celebrated
the achievements of our fraternal leaders and insurance field force, and presented the Order’s
highest honor, the Gaudium et Spes Award, to a courageous Maryknoll priest, Father Gerard
Hammond, who has travelled to North Korea more than 50 times to provide humanitarian aid.
The Convention was also the occasion for a historic announcement: the introduction of the
new uniform of the Fourth Degree. After careful consideration, the Board of Directors took
this action motivated by the best interests of the Order as whole and of the Fourth Degree in
particular. The new uniform is part of a comprehensive and necessary effort to keep our Order relevant and attractive to men, particularly younger men.
In light of this significant change, I thought it would be helpful to address some of the questions that have been asked about the new uniform.
State Affairs, Volume 21, Number 1 August 2017
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(Continued from page 7, Supreme Knight’s Message)

1. The cape and chapeau, while popular among some Fourth Degree
members, have become dated and are increasingly cited as a reason
that eligible Catholic men, especially young men, do not join the
Knights of Columbus.
2. Today there are nearly 2 million members of the Order, but
only 358,000 of them are Fourth Degree Knights — less than 20 percent. The old regalia was one reason often given by brother Knights for
why they did not want to advance to the Fourth Degree.
3. We understand that some Fourth Degree members are fond of the old
regalia. The cape and chapeau regalia will still be allowed, for a time,
in those assemblies and districts that wish to use it, though the preference is for the new uniform.
4. Ceremonial swords will continue to be part of the Fourth Degree.
5. The new uniform is designed to be much more versatile than the older
regalia and can be worn at a much wider range of functions.
6. Our choice of uniform, while important, has always been ancillary to
the work we do carrying out the principles of charity, unity, fraternity
and patriotism, and this should always be the case.
We have been testing the new uniform over the past year with key groups of Knights, including those brother Knights who participate in our annual Warriors to Lourdes Pilgrimage. The
feedback we received from these groups has been very positive.
During the convention, the Good of the Order Committee spoke in words I wish to make my
own:
“We commend all of the faithful Sir Knights who have proudly worn the Fourth Degree regalia, bringing much respect to the Order. With the new Fourth Degree uniform, recently approved by the Board of Directors, this honor and respect associated with Sir Knights will remain, and it will open the door more widely for a new generation to join their ranks. In a
spirit of unity, let us assist with a smooth transition to this new uniform and encourage it to be
worn with great dignity and pride.”
Fraternally,

Carl A. Anderson
Supreme Knight

Page 8
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From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

common. It is commonly required for a person to
join a fraternity by invitation only. The word
‘fraternity’ comes from the Latin word
‘fraternitatem,’ which means BROTHERHOOD. It
is a sense of belonging and identity for someone. So
as Brother Knights, we have that brotherhood, we
have a sense of want and needs for each other, for
our families and our faith.
As we now move forward into this Columbian year,
we all, as Brother Knights have a moral obligation
to invite those Catholic gentlemen, who are not yet a
part of our fraternal group of men known as the
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS, to join us; to
strengthen their faith and family.
Wishing you all the very best in this Columbian
year and everyone of our Councils to become a
STAR COUNCIL!
God bless you and your family.

By Brian Strawford

j

orthy Brother Knights,

Pennies for Heaven may be new to our incoming Grand
Knights. This program is a jurisdiction wide program to
raise money to help Seminarians; who need financial
assistance to become our new Priests.
All Councils are encouraged to join in this most worthy
program. In the month of July, 2 Councils and the District Deputies at the 2017 Organization Meetings raised
$769.00. The total for 2017 is now $17,405.42. I thank
all Councils that donated this year.
If any Councils need information or help with fund raising ideas, please contact me. I look forward to hearing
from you.
Please make cheques payable to:
Alberta K of C State Council
Send cheques to:
Alberta K of C State Office
#4, 5579 47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Thank you for supporting Vocations!

Vivat Jesus!
Ron J. Schuster
State Deputy

Fraternally yours,
Brian Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies or Heaven Chairman
(Continued from page 6, Foundation President)

ply of our ACF brochures and envelopes
Others - Special Donation from transfer of part of a
stock portfolio or from sharing part of an estate.
Meanwhile, our Top up Dinners in Edmonton and Calgary are “one-time” fund raisers. They can get our
Catch the Spirit campaign over our original goal. It is
a huge task to sell 400-500 tickets for each dinner and
to source silent and live auction items. YOU can help
by purchasing tickets or by providing prospects. The
contact for the Edmonton dinner is myself and the
contact for the Calgary dinner is Glen Murphy or
Willis Winter.
Wally Streit PSD
President - ACF
State Affairs, Volume 21, Number 1 August 2017
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Congratulations
Families of the Month
2017-2018
May 2017
Mike & Tammy Subasic
Daniel & Susan Dugarte
Wayne & Celine Johnson

St. Bonaventure Council #7432
Father Bonner Council #7599
Fr. Michael J. Troy Council #15290

June 2017
Peter & Dale Mannistu
Ferdinand & Marilou Gayos

St. Bonaventure Council #7432
Father Albert Newman Council #8470

Winners of the Holy Family Statue
May 2017
Wayne & Celine Johnson

Fr. Michael J. Troy Council #15290

June 2017
Ferdinand & Marilou Gayos

Father Albert Newman Council #8470

“Faith, Family & Fraternity”
Page 10
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FORMATION & KNIGHTHOOD DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION SCHEDULE
(Formation and Knighthood Degree Are Stand Alone Dates)
2017 – 2018
*Formation and Knighthood Degree Together
LOCATION –
EDMONTON

LO LOCATION
CO CORDINATOR

* Oct 21, 2017

Form/Knight

Nick Motoski

G. Lazzaretto

Dec 7, 2017

Knighthood

John Beke

D. Pawlowski

*Mar 10, 2018

Form/Knight

Steve Horvath

D.Pawlowski

*June 2, 2018

Form/Knight

David Asp

D. Pawlowski

DATE

LOCATION CALGARY

LOCATION COORDINATOR

FORMATION DEGREE
*Oct 21, 2017

Form/Knight

Roone Learmont

W. Muscoby

Jan 25, 2018

Knighthood

Bill Lungal

W. Muscoby

*Mar 24, 2018

Form/Knight

Al Sander

W. Muscoby

*June 9, 2018

Form/Knight

Sal Ficaccio

W. Muscoby

DATE

LOCATION

*Sept 23, 2017

Edson

LOCATION COORDINATOR
Michael Steffler

* Jan 27, 2018

Red Deer

Morris Sych

G. Lazzaretto

*Mar 24, 2018

Grande Prairie

Ed Miller

D. Pawlowski

*Mar 25, 2018

Lethbridge

Bruce Barnett

G. Lazzaretto

*Apr 21, 2018

Wainwright

Tom Kennelly

G. Woodlock

*May 19, 2018

Medicine Hat

*TBA

Yellowknife

*TBA

Fort McMurray

DATE

DEGREE
TEAM

C.O.

FP

FORMATION DEGREE

DEGREE
TEAM

DEGREE
TEAM

C.O.

C.O.

FP

FP

D. Pawlowski

G. Lazzaretto

FRENCH DEGREE
Oct 21, 2017

Formation

Rick Duguay

F, Duguay

Nov 18, 2017

Knighthood

Rick Duguay

F. Duguay

STATE DEPUTY-ELECT
FORM 537-NC

Jurisdiction
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We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers:
With great sadness we announce the passing of
Brother Leo Bunz who passed away recently of
a massive heart attack. God bless.
♦ Our thoughts and prayers of the family of Mrs.
Gemma Ibasco who recently passed on. May
God bless her on her journey to Heaven.
♦ Our lord has called Brother Albert Landstorfer
by his side. Please say a prayer to help his family and friends mourn his passing.
♦ Brother Paul Lemire of Council 5138 has passed
away on June 20, 2017. We pray he finds eternal life in the arms of the Lord.
♦

(Continued from page 4, Membership Director North)

Parish Priest, parish drives are an effective way of recruiting.
The District Deputies have been given direction from
the State Team to hold at least one Degree per month
per District. By sharing responsibilities for hosting
Degrees, Councils are able to ensure the new members
are brought into the order in a timely fashion. As well,
Councils are able to initiate candidates into the order
using the DVD’s supplied by the Supreme Council.
In closing it is an honour for the State Membership
Team to work closely with the Councils throughout
this Columbian year.
Please do not hesitate to contact us for assistance.
Respectfully submitted,

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Congratulations to the Joseph
MacLellan family of Father Michael
Kaluzny Council 7822 from Devon, on
the prestigious award of the ‘Family of
the Month’ at Supreme level. What a
wonderful blessing and tremendous accomplishment given to such a dedicated family! Congratulations.
Sincerely,
The Alberta/NWT State
Deputy and State Board
Members.
Page 12

Dean Rombough
State Membership Director (North)
Alberta/NWT
tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“I hope and pray that you and your
family had a wonderful Thanksgiving
Holiday. We are truly lucky to be living
in a Great Country where our freedom
is an envy of the rest of the World.”
Ron J. Schuster

B

rother Knights All,

By the time this is published, Thanksgiving will
have come and gone. I hope and pray that you and
your family had a wonderful Thanksgiving Holiday.
We are truly lucky to be living in a Great Country
where our freedom is an envy of the rest of the
World. We are blessed with what we have and we
are blessed for having our family around us which
of course includes our Knights of Columbus Family.
Recently we had our Annual Communication Meeting regarding our State Board Website which has
been revamped making it even easier for all of us to
use. Br. Mike Anctil and his very capable team have
done some great work to make this site user friendly. The good news is that this is only the beginning.
There will be more to come that will truly make our
jobs much easier and much more efficient. I encourage all Br. Knights to go to our website
www.kofc.ab.ca and watch the videos and training
material that is online. This is a great tool for recruiting and programs. As well, your input is always
welcomed.
I just want to touch briefly as well on the use of our
Logo. It is imperative that you obtain permission for
the use of our Logo outside the use of your Council
functions. In most cases there is no issue but on others there may be. Again you can view this online at
www.kofc.org the Supreme website that will give
(Continued on page 2)

“Archbishop Smith, building on Pope
Francis’s invitation, has challenged us/
invited us to “live in the Word of God.”
Fr. Jim Corrigan

M

y dear Brothers in the Lord,

I write this on the day where our Gospel was about
Martha and Mary. You know the story, Martha is
busier than a one-armed wall paper hanger and
Mary sits at the feet of Jesus listening to Him.
Brothers, what strikes me about this Gospel and our
lives in general is that it is common for us to be able
to relate more to Martha’s pace of daily life than to
Mary’s. Yet Jesus tells Mary that she has chosen the
better part and it will not be taken from her. This
speaks to me about the need for balance and discernment in our lives.
Archbishop Smith, building on Pope Francis’s invitation, has challenged us/invited us to “live in the
Word of God.” This is the central focus of Archbishop Smith’s pastoral letter that was published on
September 14 (The Exultation of the Cross). Why
do I mention the Archbishops pastoral letter? Because it is a very good read, but the essence of it
speaks to us as Knights of Columbus. We need to
live in the Word of God. We need to listen to the
Word of God, reflect on it and then act on it. It is
not enough for us to have our cozy little relationship
with the Lord. Although this is a great start. Our relationship with the Lord, which we develop and enhance through prayer, by reflecting on His Word to
us, needs to impel us into action. I cannot say for
sure but my thinking is that after Mary had spent
time at the Lord’s feet listening to Him, at some
(Continued on page 9)

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Ferdie Mendita

By Gaston Launière

ctober is a thanksgiving month and we should
all give thanks for everything that we have received
and should share whatever we can, thanks be to
God.
We also take this time to be thankful for what we
have, and what our nation has provided for us. We
are thankful to be Catholic, and be able to practice
our faith freely.

“success is the sum of small efforts, repeated day-in and day-out.” Robert Collier

O

The first quarter of Columbian has passed and has
been busy months to start with. Membership has
been given a priority with a training conducted and
facilitated by MPC Guy Precourt. One day training
was held in Calgary with 56 people in attendance
and 1 day in Edmonton with 37 people in attendance. It was a very informative training which is really a big help for holding recruitment drives. As we
approach the next quarter, it’s church drive time.
This is when we step out of our comfort zone and
ask someone, who we might not have asked before,
to join us in friendship and service. Remember to
highlight what your Council does in your parish and
community. Ask a man to join you in friendship.
2017 State Scholarship has been completed and
cheques have been awarded to winners.
The mid year District Deputies’ meeting will be
held in Red Deer on November 25 & 26, 2017.
Once again, this is an opportunity to discuss our last
quarter’s accomplishments and our future goals and
activities.
Vivat Jesus!
Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Secretary
(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

you directions to follow.

Finally, I want to thank each and every one of you
for the hard work that you do for the Knights of Columbus. Without your strong leadership and participation we would not be where we are today. Your
dedication is truly amazing.
God Bless you and your family
Vivat Jesus!
State Deputy
Ron Schuster
Page 2

D

ear Brother Knights,

As we gather with our families let us be thankful for
being able to be with our loved ones. Thanksgiving
is a time of the year when the world gets to see just
how blessed and how workable the Christian system
is. It also gives us the opportunity to be thankful and
express our appreciation and love to God and one
another.
At the 135th Supreme Convention in St. Louis MO
on Aug 3/17, the Knights of Columbus offered the
Memorial Mass for the repose of the souls of our
Brother Knights who have gone before us to their
heavenly reward. With love and devotion, we remembered Pope St. John Paul II who was especially
close to the Knights of Columbus throughout his
Pontificate. At the end of Mass, Cardinal Stanislaw
Dziwisz, Archbishop of Krakow and the recipient of
the Gaudium et Spes Award in 2010, blessed the
Congregation with a vessel containing the blood of
his friend and mentor, Pope St. John Paul II, a most
precious relic that links us not only to the historic
example of the saintly pontiff, but also to his ongoing intercession for us in these present days. In our
own way here in our AB/NWT jurisdiction, we honour our Brother Knights who have gone before us in
faith and their Widows by our Memorial Masses in
November. In Lethbridge SK Myles Bourque 1-403381-7862 and email southabchappres@kofc.ab.ca is
the contact person to advise of the name of the deceased, his date of death and the name of the Widow
or next of kin of our Brothers who will be remembered there at Assumption Church on Nov. 8, 2017.
In Calgary SK Bill Lungal 1- 403-208-1058 and
email dd29@kofc.ab.ca is the convenor of our Memorial ceremony at St. Luke’s Parish on Nov 9/17 at
7:00 PM. All Councils in the AB/NWT jurisdiction
should send their Necrology to Shauna in Red Deer
at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca so that the deceased
names will be honored at the State Convention
mass. Let’s us ensure that we faithfully attend our
respective Memorial Masses and accompany our
(Continued on page 7)
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By John W. Onyskiw

By Andy Soshalski

M

other Nature has again bestowed upon us with
the change of seasons a colorful fall. It is also that
time of year where we celebrate Thanksgiving with
family and friends giving thanks to Our Lord for all
that we have. But it is also a time to remember those
suffering and less fortunate. The daily news broadcasts of victims suffering from some calamity, displacement, or act of violence occurring somewhere
in the world and also in our very own back yard. Let
us pray for these victims and especially for peace so
we may all live as God intended with our brothers
and sisters.
The first quarter for this new Columbian Year has
proven to be challenging and busy as usual. Unfortunately many Councils saw summer as a time to
“take a break” with an eye to reigniting their works
again come September. This translated into dismal
membership activity resulting in our jurisdiction experiencing a low number of new members. Brothers
this just means we all have to work a little harder
and focus on membership drives to achieve our respective Council membership targets and Star Council. Remember our entire State Executive Board is
here to assist all Councils with membership…just
ask!
As your State Advocate it is my responsibility to be
the legal advisor in our jurisdiction for our Order’s
Rules and Laws, Charter Constitution, and the Parliamentary Procedures based on Robert's Rules of
Order. In the past sharing or seeking information on
these topic has been on the reliance of the Councils
Executive Committees, and particularly the Council
Advocate, to familiarize themselves in these three
areas. Unfortunately that did not occur very often.
My plan is to facilitate communication of this information directly to the Council’s Executive and also
indicate where much of this information is available.
First off, Supreme has developed the Officer’s
Desktop Reference web page available on the Supreme web site. This particular page covers the
Rules and Laws of the Order that all Councils
should be aware of.
Secondly, I have started a new monthly newsletter
… “The Advocate” covering topics in the three areas
aforementioned. The August and September newsletters have been circulated to all the Councils and

(Continued on page 9)
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D

ear Brothers,

Happy Thanksgiving to all of you and your families!
May our Lord bless you with abundant mercies!
It so happened that we moved to Canada in the fall,
close to Thanksgiving, so our family has a special,
personal motive in thanking God on these autumn
days. We thank Him that He brought us to Canada,
the best country in the world and that He keeps caring for us here.
What am I personally thankful for?
I thank God for being Catholic. I am really thankful
that He brought me to the Catholic Church, the only
church founded by Jesus.
I thank God for my family, and most of all for my
dear wife Natalia who (as some Brothers say)
should be definitely canonized for living so many
years with me.
I thank God for my sons who were hardly speaking
English when we came here, and who now are real
Canadians.
I thank God for the home we are living in, for the
food we have every day on our table, for the health
care that is provided freely in any case of illness.
And saying all this, I remember people who lack all
these necessities: people who are homeless, who are
hungry, who don’t have enough clothes, who think
they are forgotten. Actually, we Brother Knights,
exist to feed the hungry and to ease the suffering,
and we do it every day in our Councils!
But we should also help people with one more substantial necessity – the spiritual one. We should try
to bring more people into the Church. We should
learn ourselves and educate others about the basics
of our holy religion; we should show people by our
own examples who is a Catholic, and who is a
Knight. And then the number of Knights will grow
in our towns and cities, and through all jurisdictions.
Natalia and I wish you all Happy Thanksgiving!
Venerable Father McGivney pray for us!
Andy Soshalski, State Warden
Page 3
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From the Agency

From the State Program Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Michael Isakeit

op Five Reasons for Income
Protection:

•

#5 Reason: Maintain Your Lifestyle
When a disabled person’s average living expenses totals more
than $75,000 per year, savings accounts
don’t last long. And, bills keep piling up. Your income decreases and your expenses increase when you
suffer a debilitating illness or injury. When life throws you a
curveball, the last thing you want to think
about is downsizing or cutting back. However, with a solid
income protection policy in place, you will be
able to keep your current lifestyle.

•

#4 Reason: Ensure Your Future
The first contribution you stop making when you become disabled is to your RRSP’s. If that happens, forget about a comfortable retirement.
Without that retirement money, you and your loved ones will
continue to struggle for years to make ends meet.
You don’t need to sacrifice your retirement dreams. With disability income insurance, paycheck protection is affordable and
achievable.

•

#3 Reason: Secure Your Children’s Success
If you can’t meet or make your monthly expenses and pay
your medical bills, how are you going to save
for your children’s future? In the wake of disability, saving for
college often falls to the wayside. If there is
no safety net in place, your only concern will be financial survival every day, not saving for the future. You
can keep your children on the debt-free college-track with a
solid disability insurance policy.

•

#2 Reason: Safeguard Your Spouse
If you are the breadwinner of your family, you need to protect
your paycheck. If you suffer a disability and
can no longer work, your partner will likely need to work longer and harder to replace your income and
cover bills. However, if you have disability income insurance,
you can keep the bread on the
table and prevent your partner from having to work multiple
jobs.

•

#1 Reason: Preserve Your Confidence
Getting injured is stressful. Not working is stressful. Mounting
piles of bills are stressful. When you are
Injured, extreme stress can lead to slower recovery times and
cause depression. If you are already
suffering physical distress, you don’t need the mental anguish
the lack of income causes. You can avoid
that pain and instill a sense of confidence with a solid income
protection policy. With stress out of the
picture, you’ll be back to work in no time!

You and your loved ones will continue to struggle
Page 4

WHEEL CHAIR FOUNDATION

S

ince the inception of the Wheelchair Program,
2009 in Alberta, Alberta Councils and Assemblies,
supported by some parishes and anonymous donors
have contributed $442,947.18. Enough for 2,701
wheelchairs. 93 of the 176 in Alberta have participated. The main source of funding is through personal financial donations, which are not restricted to
council members only. The most abundant source is
through the parish/community. This can be started
by conducting "Wheelchair Sunday's" at your parish. Temporary business receipts should be issued
for cash donations. A tax receipt form from the Canadian Wheelchair Foundation web site.
www.cdnwheelchair.ca.

Need further motivation contact your State Wheelchair rep: wcchairmannorth@kofc.ab.ca wcchairmansouth@kofc.ab.caCouncils that do not have a
CWF wheelchair should acquire one for use in the
parish and can be used for promotional purposes
(fund raising).
FOOD FOR FAMILIES
For every $500 or every 1000 pounds of food that a
Council contributes to a food bank, food pantry or
soup kitchen, the Supreme Council will rebate the
council $100, up to a maximum of $500 per Council
per fraternal year. Report all activity using the Food
for Families Reimbursement Program Refund and
Plaque Application (No. 10057) by June 30.
Email chairman: foodforfamilieschairman@kofc.ab.ca Theo van Besouw 403-6906415
ULTRA SOUND INITIATIVE
When a Council fund raising campaign raises onehalf of the cost of purchasing an ultrasound machine
for a pro-life pregnancy care center, the Supreme
Council will match the other half of the machine's
cost.
Contact: Ultrasound initiative Chairman Greig Hyland 403-8278216 ,ultrasoundchairman@kofc.ab.ca
BASKETBALL FREE THROW
For medals and information
Contact: Ross Szentmiklossy, basketbalfreethrowchairman@kofc.ab.ca (403) 257-2565
COATS FOR KIDS
Coats can be ordered through knightsgear.com. For
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From the State Communications & PR Director

From the Charitable Foundation

By Michael Anctil

By Wally Streit, President

H

ello Brother Knights,

I hope that this report finds you well. Your Communications Team held a Strategic Planning meeting in
Calgary on Saturday September 23. Thank you to
our Worthy State Deputy Ron for authorizing our
meeting.
In attendance was State Deputy Ron, Executive Secretary Shauna LaGrange, Assistant Executive Secretary Carlena Landon, State Technology Chairman
Joseph Duenas, Assistant State Technology Chairman John Luk, State Webmaster Mike Duddy and
myself. Special quests were State Program Director
Michael Isakeit & Past DD Kevin LaGrange. Regrets State Videographer and Photographer Lito Soco.
The purpose of the meeting was to review how all
communications are done in our jurisdiction and we
reviewed the website to look for any further improvements.
We laid out our vision for the next three years and
talked about new initiatives that we’re looking at
implementing.
A large focus was how we can assist the State Office in their day to day operations. We were pleased
to hear Shauna report that some of our programs
have saved hundreds of hours of work and thousands of dollars per year. Shauna and Carlena
shared areas of concern that they are dealing with in
the office so we’re tasked with finding solutions to
further assist them in their delivery of information to
our membership,

O

COUNCIL VISITATIONS

ver the course of the Columbian year the Directors of our ACF will visit assigned Councils.
This is as a result of feedback from members that
the ACF story does no filter down. We hope with
your help we can improve the ACF knowledge of
members. We are all members of the ACF.
The presenter should take no more than 10 minutes
at a pre-arranged date. He will walk through our
new brochure.
He will explain why it is important to take steps to
ensure we do not erode our capital. He will then go
over ways that we can increase the annual general
operating revenues of our Charitable Foundation.
The presenter will review a one-page hand-out prepared by our General Agent. Brother Knights will
be encouraged to consider taking out a life policy
for $25,000-$50,000 where the beneficiary would be
the ACF. There are some special tax benefits. If
there is interest, with the Brother’s approval, we will
pass on the name to the council’s Financial Benefits
Advisor.
The presentation will conclude by answering questions keeping in mind the time constraints.

The meeting was very informative. It’s a real pleasure to work with such knowledgeable and dedicated
individuals with such passion to improve our jurisdiction.

TOP UP DINNERS
Our Edmonton and Calgary committees are working
hard to ensure successful dinners – which will get us
over the top of our Catch the Spirit campaign goal.
Brothers, these are “one-time” dinner fundraisers.
We will get there, however, it is less onerous if every Council made a decision to ensure the councilparish is represented. The Council may subsidize
some tickets or buy some for the GK and Pastor, it
all helps. So often it starts with Brother Knights
leading the way by purchasing a ticket. Your support is appreciated.

I dare to say that our State website ranks as one of
the top websites in the Knights of Columbus. Some
individuals from Supreme have shared with us or
our State Deputy that they really appreciate the layout and ease of locating information on our website.
We all felt at our meeting that we can still improve
our website.

Wally N. Streit – PSD
President – ACF

(Continued on page 8)

State Affairs, Volume 21, Number 2 October 2017

Page 5

REMEMBERING PAST STATE DEPUTY VIC BIDZINSKI

Brother Vic Bidzinski passed away on Sept, 13, 2017 leaving Susan, his wife of 50 years, three adult children and
four grandchildren.
We Knights knew Brother Vic as a Past Grand Knight of Archbishop MacDonald Council 6083 in Sherwood Park
and as Past State Deputy 1995-1997.
He rendered exemplary service to the Knights of Columbus, OLPH Parish, during his 20 years as a County Councillor, the Rotary, the Kinsmen and numerous Charities and Committees. He had a “servant heart”.
Brothers Vic’s passing was noted on the front page of the Sherwood Park-County News and on two additional pages therein. We are extremely grateful for Vic’s service to the order and proud for him being an exemplary role
model.
We wanted to share with Brother Knights some of the comments (not credited) from the newspaper article:
“When I first met Vic at a K of C meeting I was totally impressed with the efficiency and authority with which he
ran the meeting. He was a man of action.”
“Vic was a “Go to Man” for our football Group. He was a model councillor and an “All Star” representative for
Strathcona County.”
“Never unprepared, never late, smart dresser, and always up to challenge the establishment, but willing to listen to
other’s opinion.”
“Courage and integrity, that was Vic Bidzinski – he was a true gentleman and compassionate man for everyone that
encountered him.”
Brother Knights we can all learn from these selected excerpts. Our Loving and Compassionate Lord was ready and
waiting from this Compassionate Knight.
Please keep Brother Vic and his wife Susan and family in your prayers.
Fraternally,
Ron Schuster – State Deputy
Page 6
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Santa Maria Goretti Council participated in the
Food for Families program. Picture of cheque donation to the Edmonton Food Bank amounting in
$2,000.00.
Presentation of a cheque for $750.00 to Madeline
Szabo from the State Bursary Committee at All
Saints Parish (St. Basil’s Church) in Lethbridge.

(Continued from page 4, General Agent)

for years to make ends meet. You don’t need to sacrifice your retirement dreams.
With disability income insurance, paycheck protection is affordable and achievable.
For the name of your agent you can call the Regional office at 403-343-2242 or email: bouchardagencymail@kofc.org
Marc Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC, General
Agent, AB/NWT

(Continued from page 2, State Treasurer)

Cheque presentation for a 2017 Scholarship to
Adesua Egbase.
Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a State
Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg format to
the State Office via email at:
stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Please provide a brief description of the picture you
are sending.
State Affairs, Volume 21, Number 2 October 2017

Widows as the 4th Degree Honour Guard provides
dignified oversight and presents their beautiful flowers to memorialize our deceased. Brothers: May
every mark of affection and every gesture of friendship that you give to one another be a sign of God's
peace for you.
Vivat Jesus!
Gaston Launière
State Treasurer / Trésorier d’État
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From the State Family Coordinator

From the Father McGivney Guild

By Sal Ficaccio

By Kevin M. LaGrange

B

rother Knights, hope that you all had a wonderful
Thanksgiving with your family and friends. What a great
opportunity to be able to celebrate and be thankful as a
family. We should all be grateful to Our Good Lord for
all good things He has giving us.
On our website we have many Family programs listed
that you can use to promote the Family. Knights of Columbus it is our challenge and obligation to strengthen
the Family Christian Life. Programs such as, Praying the
Rosary on the fifth Sunday of the month, Father’s Day
Affirmation of Wedding Vows, Holy Family Prayer,
Food for Families, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,
Movie Night, Honouring the “Family of the Month”, are
all tools to strengthen and preserve families.
I have expressed and asked all councils to participate in
the monthly program of honouring a family within their
council, this is valuable program. “The Family of the
Month” award from State level and Supreme level to the
winner of that month. Please take a few minutes and fill
out the Form 1993A.
As Christmas will be fast approaching prepare and gather
all the information to utilize during the Christmas Season
to help us strengthen our Christian Family Life.
Our Supreme Knight Carl Anderson has challenged us
to,
“Building the Domestic Church While Strengthening
Our Parish”
by encouraging, providing and promoting family
programs.
WITHOUT OUR FAMILIES WE WILL HAVE NO
PARISHES!

Thank you for your help and support on this worthy program.
Vivat Jesus!
Respectfully submitted,
Sal Ficaccio
State Family Director

T

hanksgiving has now gone and passed through
everyone's schedules. I wanted to take this time to
wish everyone a wonderful thanksgiving filled with
love and laughter with your family and friends.
Thanksgiving reminds me that everyday with our families is a gift from our good Lord. There is nothing better then that. Moving forward, the Knight of Columbus is also a time spent with family working towards
helping others. In case you didn't know the Father
McGivney Guild is a part of that but a program that
the WHOLE family can register to be a part of.
My daughter always wanted to be a Knight growing
up. Telling me one day she would be one. Can any of
you relate to that? Well the Guild program is a way to
bring them into the Knights practices. Help promote
the Guild to your daughters and granddaughters. Your
sons and grandsons. It is a very worth while program
to benefit others as well as create lasting memories for
you and your children/grandchildren.
To register simply go to http://
www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/contact/register.html
and fill the application. You won’t regret it.
All registration is FREE!!!
Vivat Jesus!
Kevin M. LaGrange
Father McGivney Guild Chairman
(Continued from page 5, Communications & PR Director)

Thank you for everyone taking time from their busy
schedules to attend our meeting. Special thank you
to State Program Director Michael Isakeit for attending. The Programs section of the State website
will soon have a large amount of information.
Thank you
&
God Bless.
Michael Anctil
State Communication and PR Director
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From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman
(Continued from page 3, State Advocate)

each District Deputy. These newsletters and future
publications will be accessible to all from our State
web site under Publications… “The Advocate”.
And lastly, I will work directly with any Council
experiencing issues in any of the three areas mentioned.
Brothers, let us reflect and recommit ourselves this
Columbian year on our founder Father Michael J.
McGivney and the mission of the Knights of Columbus, and strive to discover new ways to serve
our God, church and fellowman. Let us make this
our very best year as a member of the Knights of
Columbus.

W

By Brian Strawford

orthy Brother Knights,

I thank all Councils that donated to the State Pennies for Heaven Program in the last month. Total
donations for this year totals to $19,297.47.
To all Councils that have not contributed to this
worthy program this year, please call me if you need
information or ideas to raise funds. Our new seminarians need our support!
For donations, please make your cheques payable to
Alberta K of C State Council and mail to:

God Bless all Knights and their family. Wishing
everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

K of C State Council Office
#4, 5579 47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1

Sir Knight John Onyskiw
State Advocate

Fraternally yours,

(Continued from page 4, State Program Director)

Brian H. Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman

more information, visit kofc.org/coats or
Contact: Aleksander Gurgul (403) 567-9400,
coatsforkidschairman@kofc.ab.ca
STATE HOCKEY
April 6, 7, & 8 2018, Edmonton
Contact: Guy Mageau (780) 707-8986,
gmageau@wspring.com
CHARITIES APPEAL RAFFLE 2018
The Charities Appeal raffle is a major fundraiser for
charities supported by State, the Alberta Knights of
Columbus Charitable Foundation and the participating Councils. The Early Bird Draw prize of $10,000
is February 18, 2018. The date the Final Draw prizes of a Ford Explorer or an F-150 is March 18,
2018. The ticket books and raffle materials have
been sent out to those Councils that participated last
year. If you need more tickets, or if your Council
did not participate and would like to do so, please
contact Chairman Ray Martin at
kc.abnwt.charities.appeal@gmail.com or 403-2785609.
Let’s all push hard for this raffle’s success because
it is a great way to raise funds for your Council’s
favourite local charities. Not only that, but you can
have fraternal fun and raise your Council’s profile
when you sell tickets as a team effort in your Community.
Michael Isakeit, State Program Director
State Affairs, Volume 21, Number 2 October 2017

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

point afterwards she acted. Action that was based on
what she had learned and discerned from the Word
of God at His feet.
Brothers, as in any important relationship, in order
to grow in our relationship with the Lord, we need
to live in His Word, we need to reflect on it and then
we need to act on it. The Lord will give us direction
if we are disposed and open to hearing His plans for
us. Brothers, the Knights of Columbus are a wonderful means for us to live in the Word of God with
like minded Catholic men. As we move faithfully
forward, I encourage you to strive for the balance
we all need in our lives. The balance between active
conscious discernment of Gods plan for us and our
willingness to act on that plan. The corporal works
of charity that we the Knights of Columbus mandate
and participate in are a wonderful example of living
in the Word of God.

Father Jim Corrigan
State Chaplain
Page 9

Congratulations
Families of the Month
2017-2018
July 2017
Wilson & Diane Figueroa
Kenneth & Tamara Waldron
Mykola & Maria Melnyk

Father Bonner Council #7599
Father Albert Newman Council #8470
Bishop Savaryn Council #9559

August 2017
Andrew & Adela Tarnowski
William & Satwinder Moysiuk

Father Bonner Council #7599
Father Albert Newman Council #8470

Winners of the Holy Family Picture

July 2017
Mykola & Maria Melnyk

Bishop Savaryn Council #9559

August 2017
Andrew & Adela Tarnowski

Father Bonner Council #7599

“Faith, Family & Fraternity”

Page 10
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FORMATION & KNIGHTHOOD DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION SCHEDULE
(Formation and Knighthood Degree Are Stand Alone Dates)
2017 – 2018
*Formation and Knighthood Degree Together
LOCATION –
EDMONTON

LO LOCATION
CO CORDINATOR

*Nov 18 2017

Form/Knight

Nick Motoski

D.Pawlowski

Dec 7, 2017

Knighthood

John Beke

D. Pawlowski

*Mar 10, 2018

Form/Knight

Steve Horvath

*June 2, 2018

Form/Knight

David Asp

G. Woodlock
Wally Muscoby

DATE
FORMATION DEGREE
*Oct 21, 2017

LOCATION CALGARY

LOCATION COORDINATOR

Form/Knight

Roone Learmont

W. Muscoby

Jan 25, 2018

Knighthood

Bill Lungal

W. Muscoby

*Mar 24, 2018

Form/Knight

Al Sander

W. Muscoby

*June 16, 2018

Form/Knight

Sal Ficaccio

D. Pawloski

DATE

LOCATION

*Sept 23, 2017

Edson

*Dec 16, 2017

St.Albert

Jan 27, 2017

St. Paul

*Mar 5, 2018

Red Deer

Morris Sych

G. Lazzaretto

*Mar 18, 2018

Lethbridge

Bruce Barnett

G. Lazzaretto

*Mar 24, 2018

Grande Prairie

Ed Miller

D. Pawlowski

*Apr 21, 2018

Wainwright

Tom Kennelly

D. Pawlowski

*May 19, 2018

Medicine Hat

*TBA

Yellowknife

*TBA

Fort McMurray

DATE
FORMATION DEGREE

LOCATION COORDINATOR
Michael Steffler

DEGREE
TEAM

DEGREE
TEAM

DEGREE
TEAM

C.O.

C.O.

C.O.

FP

FP

FP

D. Pawlowski
D. Pawlowski

G. Lazzaretto

FRENCH DEGREE
Oct 21, 2017

Formation

Rick Duguay

F, Duguay

Nov 18, 2017

Knighthood

Rick Duguay

F. Duguay

STATE DEPUTY-ELECT
FORM 537-NC

Jurisdiction
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Ron J. Schuster
Alberta
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
ANNUAL STATE GOLF HOSTED BY BROTHER ANTHONY
COUNCIL 10014

This event is now complete

2017 STATE ANNUAL CURLING BONSPIEL HOSTED BY ST.
PAUL’S COUNCIL #8045

Event Date: Feb 17—18th, 2018
Location: Airdrie Curling Club
Entry Fee: $275.00/Team
Contact Info: Mark Steffler
Email: kofc8045@gmail.com
Phone: 403-912-8883 or 403-660-3507 (C)

2018 STATE ANNUAL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT HOSTED BY ST.
CHARLES COUNCIL #8325

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers:


Brother Gerald Rooney has passed away, leaving behind his beloved wife Muriel. We pray
he finds peace and love in the arms of our
Lord.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Event Date: April 6-8th, 2018
Games Location: KC Twin Arena in North Edmonton
Cost Per Team: $800.00
Contact Info: Guy Mageau
Email: gmageau@wspring.com
(C): 780-707-8986
(Fax): 780-437-0387 identify Guy Mageau

Mail: 16903-79 Street Edmonton, AB

(When applying for Athle c events, please use the
speciﬁc form. Forms can be found in the GK Manual
in Sec on F-1, pages 2-3.)

tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Page 12
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca

December 2017

Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain
“The truth from a Catholic Christian perspec-

tive is that Advent is really a time to prepare
for, to be ready for the three comings of our
Lord into our temporal or earthly
realm.”

“This is the most wonderful time of the year
with the celebration of the Birth of our Savior Lord Jesus Christ.”
Ron J. Schuster

B

rother Knights, All,

As I am writing this for our State Affairs, the Advent
Season is upon us. This is the most wonderful time of the
year with the celebration of the Birth of our Savior Lord
Jesus Christ. As our roster is headed by the words Faith,
Family and Fraternity, what a better time of the year to
show case what this means to us as Knights and our families. During the Christmas Season our faith becomes much
more in depth with our loved ones, other family members
and friends. Some we know only will attend Mass a few
times a year and this is one of those times. We as Br.
Knights usually are asked to assist more during this time of
the year at our Parishes because of the heavy work load
that our Priests have. It is a wonderful time for us to welcome those who come by occasionally for Mass and strike
up a conversation with them. You may tell them how nice
it is to see them again and it has been some time since we
last seen each other and then get into the conversation of
how the family is doing etc. You may wish to leave the
conversation with something to the effect that “we should
get together for a coffee” in the near future and leave it at
that.
You may ask what now has been accomplished. Well, a
number of things have occurred. One being that there is
faith for that friend who has come to Mass even for that
one time. Two, you know the family in many cases and
you have reached out to them, mainly the father or hus(Continued on page 9)
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Fr. Jim Corrigan

H

appy New Year Brothers. A tad early you
say, Fr Jim has finally lost his connection with reality.
Perhaps, but in this case, I write to you on the eve of the
end of the Church’s liturgical year and the dawn of the
new liturgical year, the First Sunday of Advent-year B.
Probably more information than you needed but so be it.
The word Advent is a bit paradoxical in that it derives
from the Latin word Adventus, meaning “coming” example
the coming of our Lord and Savior on Christmas morning.
The truth from a Catholic Christian perspective is that
Advent is really a time to prepare for, to be ready for the
three comings of our Lord into our temporal or earthly
realm. First, we look back and celebrate the coming of the
Messiah into the world as one like us though without sin
some two thousand years ago. Secondly, we prepare for
something that will happen in the future, namely the second
coming of our Lord at the end of time to judge the living
and the dead in the final judgement that we hear about in
Mt. 25, 31-46. “When the Son of Man comes in His
glory, and all the angels with Him…Come you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world.” Finally, not to be
overlooked we celebrate the present, namely the many moments of grace which are occasions for the Lord, through
the grace of the Holy Spirit to come into our daily lives
and those of our families and loved ones. Brothers the paradox of a word that means “coming” challenges us to look
back, to view the present attentively, and to look to the
future always preparing for when our Lord comes again.
(Continued on page 9)
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From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Ferdie Mendita

By Gaston Launière

eep Christ in Christmas!

Let us continue to spread and advertise this slogan especially
this Advent season as we prepare ourselves for the celebration
of the birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ. So, as the Advent
season is near, let us now start our campaign to Keep Christ in
Christmas. We know that the campaign to Keep Christ in
Christmas is about more than ensuring that religious symbols
and greetings are reflected in our society, as meaningful as
these expressions are. Rather, keeping Christ in Christmas
begins in our hearts, and extends to those around us, especially
in our homes and parishes. Let us celebrate the season with
our family and Council members in the manner it was intended.
Our District Deputy mid year meeting held last Nov 2526 was very fruitful and informative, everyone shared their
opinions and suggestions for a better way to encourage everyone in our Councils to stay active for the good of the order.
Even though it’s more on business discussions, the spirit of
Christmas came our way as we give our thoughts in giving
and sharing to less fortunate individuals and families.
Let me share the following guide for recruiting members:
How to Recruit Using the Two-On-One Team Concept
Bringing twice the energy, enthusiasm, knowledge and persistence to any endeavor doubles the likelihood of success. That’s
why 2- on -1 recruiting is the way to go.

 Organize two-man recruitment teams from the Membership Committee and additional recruiters.
 Train recruiters; ask your Insurance Agent to assist; show
recruitment productions and order and distribute copies of
the Pocket Flip Chart (#2041), and Membership Documents (#100).
 Divide the prospect list among two-man teams
 Telephone each prospect to a schedule a visit with the
prospect and his wife by the two-man team
 Conduct personal visits at the prospect’s home, emphasizing
local Council activities and opportunities for involvement
by prospect, wife, and the entire family.
 View the productions of ‘Experience of a Lifetime’ or
‘Recruitment Flip Chart’ or use ‘Flip Chart/
Binder’ (#889), (#889A)
 Review promotional materials with the prospect and his
wife – ‘As knights we not only act on faith…’ flyer
(Continued on page 7)
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“cheerfulness is full of significance; it
suggests good health, a clear conscience,
and a soul at peace with all human nature.” Charles Kingsley

W

orthy Grand Knights, Financial Secretaries and
Brother Knights,
As Christmas is fast approaching, let us all participate in
supporting the “Keep Christ in Christmas” campaign to remind our fellow Catholics and Christians of the true meaning of Christmas: “The Birth of our Redeemer, our Lord
Jesus Christ.”
At the May 1998 State Convention held in Medicine
Hat, it was voted that District Deputies should receive an
annual honorarium to offset some of the costs that they
regularly incur. The State Council provides each District
Deputy with $200. Individual Councils are to contribute
$300 per Columbian Year, split according to the number
of Councils in the District. (Resolution 98 – 04) &
(Grand Knight’s Manual, section L-6 p.1).
We are approaching mid‐term in our Columbian year. In
early January 2018, you are requested to complete your
Semi‐Annual Council Audit report (Form #1295) and
forward this to Supreme. This is a one‐page report of your
assets and liabilities completed by the Financial Secretary
and submitted to the Trustees for review. The requirements
for the Annual Audit are outlined in Section A - 2 of
the Grand Knight’s Manual.
Also due at this time is your Survey of Fraternal Activities (Form #1728), which is required to maintain our charitable status. The accuracy of this report is crucial to ensuring your Council gets credit for all the time and money
that it has contributed to various causes. It is a very useful
document when you sit down with your Pastor to review
the contributions of your Council to the Parish during the
last year. It is noted that a few Councils still have not reported their activities for the last Columbian Year. The
State Council Per Capita Assessment will be billed in early January 2018.
On behalf of my wife Danielle and our family, we wish
everyone a Christmas of joy and peace and a wonderful
New Year replete with good health, serenity and success.
Vivat Jesus!
Gaston Launière - State Treasurer / Trésorier d’État
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By John W. Onyskiw

By Andy Soshalski

S

eems it was just the start of autumn a few months ago.
But Mother Nature has set us straight bestowing winter
upon us and confirming it with a new blanket of snow.
And with that the Christmas season is quickly approaching
as we are well into the Advent season. As we prepare for
the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, let us take a moment
to reflect and pray that this Holy Season be filled with
the Joy and Happiness that this season has to offer.
Brothers, it is just over two years since Supreme has embarked on their Youth Protection Policy/Safe Environment Program. It is to ensure that all Knights of Columbus Council hosted events/activities for our youth are conducted in a safe environment as presented in the Praesidium
Course. Not only is this course, which is offered through
Supreme, mandatory for both the Grand Knight and
Youth Director of every Council to take but either or
both of these members must be present for the duration of
the event/activity. Its importance cannot be stressed enough
as it is now included as one of the requirements to achieve
Star Council.
The new Officer’s Desktop Reference developed by Supreme is available on their website. It offers a wealth of
information on our Rules and Laws of the Order which
we all should be familiar with. I encourage you to access
this webpage often. You will require your login credentials
to gain access to this webpage on Supreme’s website
(www.kofc.org).
Its Resolution time again…no not the one we make at
New Years and attempt to adhere to it…but fail, no, these
are the resolutions that Councils need to discuss and may
wish to bring forth to the State Convention. The Resolution must be submitted to the State Office in Red Deer
by January 31, 2018. Any resolution after that date will
have to be brought up at the Convention. I know that
there are a number of issues that Councils want to discuss,
but if we don’t hear from you we have the presumption
that everything is fine. Also please check your e-mail as
you might be appointed to the Resolution Committee.
I am pleased to see my new newsletter … “The Advocate”
is making inroads to the Councils. I appreciate the feedback, comments and questions on topics presented. All publications are available and accessible to everyone from our
State web site under Publications… “The Advocate”.
(Continued on page 7)
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D

ear Brothers,

We are again in the Christmas season. It’s time to remember how God gave us little baby Jesus to save us all. We
as Knights should not only remember it but remind our
friends, colleagues and all who we know that Christmas is
about Christ and what He did for the mankind. It’s not
about Santa, or reindeers, though there’s nothing wrong of
having some entourage for the holiday, but the main meaning of Christmas is Christ, and we should remember it.
Remembering means not only keeping in memory, but acting in such a way that Christ and Christmas should be
alive and important for us. There are so many poor and
devastated people around us, even children who are waiting
for our help and support. Please, Brothers, participate, in
Coats for Kids program that makes a huge difference in
the lives of so many!
Speaking about children, we should not forget about the
protection of kids who are under attack of the forces who
want to fade away our Catholic identity and diminish our
Catholic schools. We should fight for the repelling of Bill
24 who causes a serious threat to family and Catholic
school system.
Being a regional director for the deep south, I want to
share with you some good news, coming from the south of
our huge jurisdiction. Joe McKenna Council No. 9502
from Medicine Hat is celebrating its 30th Anniversary. I
have just visited the Council and I was amazed not only by
the number of programs they have, but at the number of
members present at the regular business meeting – 48! My
sincere congratulations go to the Grand Knight Bro. Fabian
Delwo and all the members of Co. 9502. Great job,
Brothers, and a great example to all of us!
And I would like to finish my short report with what I
started it – Brothers, let’s keep Christ in Christmas!
Natalia and I congratulate all of you and your families
with the great feast of Christmas! Please, drive safe while
visiting your families and friends and let our born Lord
bless you in all your deeds in the coming year of 2018!
VIVAT JESUS!
Andy Soshalski,
State Warden
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From the Agency

From the State Program Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Michael Isakeit

etirement Annuities – Retirement income you can

count on. Guaranteed.

During our working lives, there are probably few financial
matters we give more thought and attention to than our
retirement. We want to make sure that once we finally
stop working, we don’t have to stop living the way we want
too.
Retirement income can be a tricky thing to calculate, especially with a changing landscape of federal and employeeprovided benefits. But, with a properly structured retirement annuity from the Knights of Columbus, you can
have retirement income that you cannot outlive, guaranteed.
It’s peace of mind that most of us hope to achieve.
The Knights offers a variety of annuities to members and
their families, including traditional RRSP’s, RIF’s,
TFSA’s and non-qualified savings, which are available as
both single premium and flexible premium annuities.
RRSP season is upon us, contact your local agent for
rates.
For the name of your local agent you can contact the
AB/NWT regional office at 403-343-2242 or by
email at bouchardagencymail@kofc.org.
Marc Bouchard, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent

M

erry Christmas from my family to your family!

Detailed Program information and forms on new State
Program Booklet, located on state website
http://kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/program/.

Surge Report Entries: Judging of the programs is March
3, 2018 in Red Deer Office.
All submissions are due in the Red Deer Office by Feb
28, 2018.

State Hockey Tournament: in Edmonton on April 6, 7,
8, 2018. Hosted by St. Charles Council 8325
Guy Mageau, 780-707-8986,
gmagaeau@wspring.com
Curling: The Annual State Curling Bonspiel will be held

on February 17 & 18 2018 at the Airdrie Curling Club
hosted by Airdrie Council #8045.

Golf: August 18, 2018 in Edmonton, details to come.
Vocations Poster Contest: The State judging will take

place following the deadline of 30 March 2018. There
is up to $1,500 in prizes at the State level. Councils are
also encourage to present a prize and Certificate to the local
winners. Contact: Phil Birch, 780.440.0248.

RSVP Program: The related website at Supreme is:

http://www.kofc.org/en/members/programs/vocations/refund
-support-vocations-program.html#/

Foods For Families: reimbursement program, form available

from State Program Booklet. Contact: Theo van Besouw,
foodforfamilieschairman @kofc.ab.ca.

Charities Appeal: The date for this year’s Early Bird

Draw prize of $10,000 is February 18, 2018. The
date of the Final Draw for the first grand prize of a Ford
Explorer and a second grand prize of a Ford F-150 is
March 18, 2018.

Coats for Kids: Contact: Aleksander Gurgul, Coats for
Kids Chairman to order 403-567-9400.

Family of the Month: Contact: Brother Sal Ficacco,

(Continued on page 7)
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From the State Communications & PR Director

From the Charitable Foundation

By Michael Anctil

By Wally Streit, President

H

ello Brother Knights,

I hope this report finds you well. As mentioned in the October State Affairs your Communications Team held a
strategic planning session this past summer. We reviewed
how we communicate with each other, the State Website
and any improvements we could do for our jurisdiction,
State Board and the State Office. Worthy State Deputy Ron asked us to present our ideas to the State Board
which we did at the November 25-26 District Deputy
Meeting held in Red Deer. The State Board was receptive to our innovations and approved us to proceed with the
changes we recommended. The first change will be a request
to have Councils appoint a Council Communication Director. This was conceived by State Technology Chairman
Joseph Duenas. A letter will be emailed to all Grand
Knights outlining this initiative before this State Affairs is
published.
The biggest change that you will notice will be the State
Affairs publication. A full edition of State Affairs will
only be published twice a year, Easter and Christmas. The
website analytics tell us that the State Affairs link on the
website isn’t opened very often as opposed to the Formation
link which remains one of our most visited links. The idea
is to have a smaller version published every month, sort of a
snapshot of the current activities in our jurisdiction. The
contributors would be at the discretion of our Worthy
State Deputy. Our hope is to create more interest in the
State Affairs.
Other changes will be less noticeable to the general membership but will have a large impact in the way we share information and the method we use to handle that information.
These changes will be implemented over the next few
months.
Your Communication Team is always looking for improvements and the latest technology that achieves this goal.
We always welcome any feedback and thank those that
have pointed out errors or omissions on the State Website.
On behalf of the entire Communication & PR Team and
our families, we wish you and your family a Blessed
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Michael Anctil
Communications & PR Director
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O

ur Charitable Foundation has had a busy year. During
the year, we made on behalf of Brother Knights, donations totaling $78,000 to 30 different charities. We worked diligently to increase our capital through our Catch the Spirit Campaign with the last phase of our Campaign being the Top up
Dinners in Edmonton (April 14, 2018) and Calgary (April 21,
2018).
The Top up Dinner in Edmonton is on track with focus now
shifting to procurement of Silent Auction Items. If you are in
the greater Edmonton area and can source an item please call
Wally Streit.
The Top up Dinner in Calgary needs help – and we Brother
Knights know how to respond – by pulling together and acting.
The Calgary tickets are $175 and ticket purchasers will receive
a tax receipt for appx. $125. Councils in the greater Calgary
area are encouraged to provide a subsidy for some tickets – it
makes the selling easier. Buy a ticket for your Priest.
So how can you help with the “one-time” Calgary Top up Dinner?
1. Purchase a ticket and encourage a friend or associate to
join with you.
2. Provide a short list of names and phone numbers we can
contact.
3. Pursue a Silent Auction item or provide the name of a
prospect to Glen Murphy.
If you wish to purchase a ticket or give names of prospects and
phone numbers please contact one of the following directly (all
info on page 28-29 of the State Roster):
Glen Murphy
Willis Winter
Ron Bichel
Charles Russell
Bill Smith
Wally Streit
Together we can make both Top up Dinners a success and get
us over that one million $$ threshold that some thought was not
possible. Buy a ticket for someone for Christmas.
Eileen and I extend best wishes for a Blessed Christmas and
good health, happiness and success in the New Year.
Wally N. Streit, PSD
President – ACF
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The Gift of the Magi
By O. Henry (1906)

One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all. And sixty
cents of it was in pennies… Three times Della counted it. One
dollar and eighty- seven cents. And the next day would be Christmas. There was clearly nothing to do but flop down on the shabby
little couch and howl. So Della did it. Which instigates the moral
reflection that life is made up of sobs, sniffles, and smiles, with
sniffles predominating.
While the mistress of the home is gradually subsiding from
the first stage to the second, take a look at the home. A furnished
flat at $8 per week…In the vestibule below was a letter-box…and
a card bearing the name "Mr. James Dillingham Young." The
"Dillingham" had been flung to the breeze during a former period of prosperity when its possessor was being paid $30 per week.
Now, when the income was shrunk to $20, the letters of
“Dillingham” looked blurred… But whenever Mr. James Dillingham Young came home and reached his flat above he was called
"Jim" and greatly hugged by Mrs. James Dillingham Young,
already introduced to you as Della. Which is all very good.
Della finished her cry and attended to her cheeks with the
powder rag. Only $1.87 to buy a present for him. Her Jim. Many
a happy hour she had spent planning for something nice for him.
Something fine and rare and sterling--something just a little bit
near to being worthy of the honour of being owned by Jim….
Now, there were two possessions of the James Dillingham
Youngs in which they both took a mighty pride. One was Jim's
gold watch that had been his father's and his grandfather's. The
other was Della's hair… So now Della's beautiful hair fell about
her, rippling and shining like a cascade of brown waters. It
reached below her knee and made itself almost a garment for her.
And then she did it up again nervously and quickly.
On went her old brown jacket; on went her old brown hat.
With a whirl of skirts and with a brilliant sparkle still in her eyes,
she fluttered out the door and down the stairs to the street. Where
she stopped the sign read: "Mme. Sofronie. Hair Goods of All
Kinds
"Will you buy my hair?" asked Della.
"I buy hair," said Madame. "Take your hat off and let's have
a sight at the looks of it."
Down rippled the brown cascade. "Twenty dollars," said
Madame, lifting the mass with a practised hand.
"Give it to me quick," said Della.
Oh, and the next two hours tripped by on rosy wings. Forget
the hashed metaphor. She was ransacking the stores for Jim's
present. She found it at last. It surely had been made for Jim and
no one else. There was no other like it in any of the stores, and she
had turned all of them inside out. It was a platinum fob chain
simple and chaste in design, properly proclaiming its value by
substance alone and not by meretricious ornamentation--as all
good things should do. It was even worthy of The Watch. As soon
as she saw it she knew that it must be Jim's. It was like him. Quietness and value--the description applied to both. Twenty-one
dollars they took from her for it, and she hurried home with the
87 cents. With that chain on his watch Jim might be properly
anxious about the time in any company. Grand as the watch was,
he sometimes looked at it on the sly on account of the old leather
strap that he used in place of a chain.
When Della reached home her intoxication gave way a little to
prudence and reason. She got out her curling irons and lighted
the gas and went to work repairing the ravages made by generosity added to love….Within forty minutes her head was covered
with tiny, close-lying curls that made her look wonderfully like a
truant schoolboy….
"If Jim doesn't kill me," she said to herself, "before he takes a
second look at me, he'll say I look like a Coney Island chorus
girl.”
Jim was never late. Della doubled the fob chain in her hand
and sat on the corner of the table near the door that he always
entered. Then she heard his step on the stair away down on the
first flight, and she turned white for just a moment. She had a
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habit of saying little silent prayers about the simplest everyday
things, and now she whispered: "Please God, make him think I
am still pretty."
The door opened and Jim stepped in and closed it. He looked
thin and very serious... Jim stopped inside the door, as immovable
as a setter at the scent of quail. His eyes were fixed upon Della,
and there was an expression in them that she could not read, and
it terrified her. It was not anger, nor surprise, nor disapproval,
nor horror, nor any of the sentiments that she had been prepared
for. He simply stared at her fixedly with that peculiar expression
on his face.
"Jim, darling," she cried, "don't look at me that way. I had
my hair cut off and sold it because I couldn't have lived through
Christmas without giving you a present. It'll grow out again--you
won't mind, will you? I just had to do it. My hair grows awfully
fast. Say `Merry Christmas!' Jim, and let's be happy. You don't
know what a nice-- what a beautiful, nice gift I've got for you."
"You've cut off your hair?" asked Jim, laboriously, as if he
had not arrived at that patent fact yet even after the hardest mental labour.
"Cut it off and sold it," said Della. "Don't you like me just as
well, anyhow? I'm me without my hair, ain't I?"
Jim looked about the room curiously. "You say your hair is
gone?" he said, with an air almost of idiocy.
"You needn't look for it," said Della. "It's sold, I tell you--sold
and gone, too. It's Christmas Eve, boy. Be good to me, for it went
for you. Maybe the hairs of my head were numbered," she went
on with a sudden serious sweetness, "but nobody could ever count
my love for you. Shall I put the chops on, Jim?"
Out of his trance Jim seemed quickly to wake. He enfolded his
Della….Jim drew a package from his overcoat pocket and threw
it upon the table.
"Don't make any mistake, Dell," he said, "about me. I don't think
there's anything in the way of a haircut or a shave or a shampoo
that could make me like my girl any less. But if you'll unwrap
that package you may see why you had me going a while at first."
White fingers and nimble tore at the string and paper. And
then an ecstatic scream of joy; and then, alas a quick feminine
change to hysterical tears and wails, necessitating the immediate
employment of all the comforting powers of the lord of the flat.
For there lay The Combs--the set of combs, side and back, that
Della had worshipped for the long in a Broadway window. Beautiful combs, pure tortoise shell, with jewelled rims--just the shade
to wear in the beautiful vanished hair. They were expensive
combs, she knew, and her heart had simply craved and yearned
over them without the least hope of possession. And now, they
were hers, but the tresses that should have adorned the coveted
adornments were gone. But she hugged them to her bosom, and at
length she was able to look up with dim eyes and a smile and say:
"My hair grows so fast, Jim!" And them Della leaped up like
a little singed cat and cried, "Oh, oh!"
Jim had not yet seen his beautiful present. She held it out to
him eagerly upon her open palm. The dull precious metal seemed
to flash with a reflection of her bright and ardent spirit.
"Isn't it a dandy, Jim? I hunted all over town to find it. You'll
have to look at the time a hundred times a day now. Give me your
watch. I want to see how it looks on it."
Instead of obeying, Jim tumbled down on the couch and put
his hands under the back of his head and smiled. "Dell," said he,
"let's put our Christmas presents away and keep 'em a while.
They're too nice to use just at present. I sold the watch to get the
money to buy your combs. And now suppose you put the chops
on."
The magi, as you know, were wise men--wonderfully wise men
--who brought gifts to the Babe in the manger. They invented the
art of giving Christmas presents. Being wise, their gifts were no
doubt wise ones, possibly bearing the privilege of exchange in case
of duplication. And here I have lamely related to you the uneventful chronicle of two foolish children in a flat who most unwisely
sacrificed for each other the greatest treasures of their house. But
in a last word to the wise of these days let it be said that of all who
give gifts these two were the wisest. Of all who give and receive
gifts, such as they are wisest….They are the magi.
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From the Past State Deputies

C

By Mickey Casavant, PSD

hristmas is the season where peace, kindness and sharing become a central focus on maintaining strong families
and relationships. Such has been and continues to be, the
ideals as set forth by Father Michael J. McGivney for
our families.
As we celebrate the birth of the Christ child, let us live
the “Principles” of our Order and be comforted by the
love, security and tranquility that will result from our actions. Let us reach out to those in need, families experiencdng hardships, not only within our Councils but in our
Parishes and Communities. Open our hearts to share the
love that is essential in finding true serenity and happiness.
On behalf of all Past State Deputies and our families, we
wish our Worthy State Deputy, the Clergy, State
Council members and all members at large and their families, a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
God bless our families,
Mickey Casavant, PSD
On behalf of all Past State Deputies
(Continued from page 4, Program Director)

familydirector@kofc.ab.ca.

Safe Environment Program: Both Grand Knight and

Youth Director must complete this program in order for a
Council to qualify as Star Council.

State Convention: looking for raffle prizes or money contributions call Mike 403-278-5967.

Alberta March for Life: May 10, 2018, NOON,
Alberta Legislature Building, Edmonton.

Calgary Hike for Life: Saturday before Mother's Day

2018.

Basketball Free Throw: call Ross Szentmiklossy to register

403-257-2565.

Council Wheelchair Program: Richard Rajotte, wcchair-

(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

(#4497), ‘Our Future Knights…’ flyer (#9116), ‘The
Potential of a Man…’ flyer (#4496), ‘What this
organization stands for…’ booklet (#4495), ‘Member/
Spouse Fraternal Benefit’ flyer (#2773), Columbia
magazine, Council newsletters, etc.
 ASK PROSPECT TO JOIN. Assist in completing
Membership Document, and collect fees.
 Ensure prompt initiation. Inform candidate of the dates
for the Admission Committee interview and First Degree.
 Complete proposer duties:
 Accompany the prospect to the Admission Committee interview, First Degree and Council meetings;
 Introduce prospect and his family to Council members
 See that the prospect is assigned to committees/
programs of interest;
 Encourage prospect to complete Second/Third Degrees. Accompany him to exemplifications.
From our home to yours; on behalf of my wife, Merle and
children, Ralph, Ronald, Rose & Randy, I wish everyone a
Blessed Christmas and a Joyous & Prosperous New Year.
Submitted by:
Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Secretary
(Continued from page 3, State Advocate)

As we approach this Christmas season and the Nativity
of our Lord, let us reflect on the following:

‘And the Angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, I bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
Today in the town of David, a Saviour has been born to
you; he is Christ the Lord” –Luke 2:10‐11’
With this we must remember to keep Christ in Christmas… for without Christ there is no mass.

Merry Christmas!

On behalf of my wife Judee and myself, I wish everyone
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and
prosperous New Year with every Blessing.

Michael Isakeit
Program Director

Sir Knight John Onyskiw
State Advocate

mannorth@kofc.ab.ca.
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From the Membership Director

From the Vocations Chairman

By Dean Rombough

By Phil Birch

rother Knights,

The Columbian year is fast approaching its 50% completion.
That being said, the Alberta/Northwest Territories jurisdiction
has only reached 18% of our membership quota. We would like
to reach 50% of our quota by the end of December. This
number seems daunting, however the State board and Membership team truly believe it is not insurmountable. So, how do we
get there from here? In conjunction with State Deputy Ron,
Supreme Membership Consultant Guy and myself, we have
developed a plan to help Council’s in need. The State Executive
will form two man recruitment teams. These teams will consult
with the Supreme Office to determine which Council’s have not
actively recruited in the pervious Columbian year. The teams
will then each out to the District Deputies and Grand Knights
of the Councils. By engaging the parish Priest and seeking his
approval, the teams will prepare the Grand Knight and his board
in training their respective Councils (“Train the trainer”).
There has been great movement from Councils on the recruitment front. As of today, the jurisdiction has hosted 77 initiation degrees and recruited 149 new members into our fraternal
ranks. It is our responsibility to offer every practical Catholic
man and his family insurance within the Knights of Columbus.
We have offered incentives to the Councils who achieve a 50%
completion rate by Dec 31, 2017. Your Councils are entered
into a draw to have your State Per Capita paid for. As well,
Supreme has also issued incentives as follows:

 Every time a member recruits a new member from Dec 1,
2017 until June 30, 2018, Supreme will add your name
into a draw. There will be 10 couples awarded an all expense paid trip to Dublin, Ireland to attend the World
Meeting of Families. Gentlemen, this would truly be a once
in a lifetime trip to interact with other couples from all over
the world. The more members you recruit, the greater your
chances of success.
 Each Council receiving Star Council status will receive a per
capital credit of $4.50 per billable member from Supreme.
Brother Knights with your combined efforts there is no reason
we cannot achieve the goals set out by Supreme.
On behalf of my wife Kate and my entire family, we wish you
a blessed and joyous Christmas.
Vivat Jesus!
Dean Rombough
State Membership Director
Page 8

W

arm greetings for a Blessed Christmas!

The 2017-2018 State Vocations Poster contest is underway. It provides an opportunity for children in Grade
5 to create an awareness in vocations and enter a contest to
receive recognition from their local Council and possibly up
to $1,500 in prizes from State for posters that focus on
“Religious” vocations, namely; priesthood, consecrated and
religious life. The deadline for submission to State is 30
March 2018.
The second activity that Councils are encouraged to participate in is the RSVP Program. Councils may receive
a refund of $100 for every $500 that they contribute
to the support of a seminarian. Details are available on the
K of C Supreme website.
Phil Birch
Vocations Chairman
From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

W

By Brian Strawford

orthy Brother Knights,

I would like to express my heart helt thanks to all that supported the Pennies for Heaven program this year. I look forward into 2018 for the support from many more Councils.
Any Councils needing assistance with their Pennies for
Heaven projects or help to get started, please contact me.
For donations, please make your cheques payable to the Alberta K of C State Council and mail to:
K of C State Council Office
#4, 5579 47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
To have your Council’s donation registered for 2017 fiscal
year, they need to be in by December 21.
My best wishes to all Brother Knights and their families.
Have a blessed Christmas and Happy New Year!
Keep Christ in Christmas. Vivat Jesus!
Brian H. Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman
State Affairs, Volume 21, Number 3 December 2017

From the State Family Coordinator
By Sal Ficaccio

W

orthy Brother Knights, we are fast approaching the
greatest event of the year - “The Celebration of the Birth
of Our Savior”. The Perfect Family also endured challenges. We have our own challenges, to protect and keep
the families strong.
I am sure that so many of us are already very preoccupied
with several preparations. Everything seems to take priority
over everything else. Remember time passes by so quickly,
and often opportunities to make memories also pass us by.
We must encourage families to work, love, play and of
course pray together.

Families that pray together stay together.
Encourage your Council to introduce and participate in the
many Family Programs that have been listed in our website www.kofc.ab.ca or www.kofc.org/cis, and also the
Program Booklet that is listed on our Website, gives a lot
of information on how to implement the program. The list
has many ideas and programs that the Council can participate (must do 4 programs involving family in order to qualify for the Columbian award), in doing these programs, such
as honoring a family through "Family of the Month Program", “Food for Families,” "Holy Family Prayer" and
several others.
Your nominated family could be the recipient of a State or
Supreme Level Award.
On behalf of myself, my wife Betty and all of my family:

WE WISH YOU A PEACEFUL &
BLESSED CHRISTMAS
WITH

PEACE, LOVE, & GOOD
HEALTH FOR THE NEW
YEAR 2018
Sal Ficaccio
Family Director

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

Brothers, the season of Advent is a time, a new beginning
if you will, where we are invited in our own lives to look
back, to look ahead to the future and to maintain a critical
and evaluating eye, regarding how we are progressing on our
journeys of faith, as Catholic men, as husbands, fathers,
grandparents, as those men they call Knights. It is only
through evaluating with an open honest eye and heart that
we may become aware of where things are going well and
perhaps where changes may need to be made. My brothers, we are surrounded by hype at this time of year about
many things that have little or no meaning in the essence
and reality of our lives. My prayer for you and your
families is that you may use this season of Advent to look
back, look ahead and look to the present with hearts that
are open to our Lords providential guidance as we run the
race of life toward eternity with Him. May our loving
God bless you and your loved ones with a happy, healthy
and holy Advent season, that leads into the culmination of
salvation history with birth of our Lord and Saviour.
Merry Christmas
Father Jim Corrigan
State Chaplain
(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

band of the family as a friend to keep in touch. This is a
prospective Knight may be just waiting for you to ask him
to join our Fraternal Organization and if not during that
coffee you might have the topic come up. Fraternity is the
key to our Organization. Building the Domestic Church
starts with one small step and where it will go know one
will really know.
I now ask each and every Grand Knight to share this
State Affairs with their Council Members. Forward to
them if you have their email address so they too can feel
that Fraternalism of our Order. Remember, it’s not how
we start anything we do but what is important is HOW
we finish.
From my lovely Wife Kathy and our family, I wish to
you and your family the most Blessed and Holy Christmas. May the New Year bring you nothing but the very
best for what every you pray and wish for. God Bless
you and your family
Ron Schuster
State Deputy

State Affairs, Volume 21, Number 3 December 2017
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Congratulations
Families of the Month
2017-2018
September 2017
Stanley & Mary Storozuk
Daniel & Kelly Serben
Paolo & Hilda Festa-Bianshet
Oladayo & Olaide Ogunseye

Edmonton Council #1184
St. Bonaventure Council #7432
Father Bonner Council #7599
Fr. Albert Newman Council #8470

October 2017
Larry & Patricia Ofner
Andrew & Heather Zand
Noel & Maribeth Aparece
Chuck & Marie Napier
Vasyl & Oksana Oliinyk
Edwin & Simi Chellakudam

Edmonton Council #1184
St. Bonaventure Council #7432
Father Bonner Council #7599
Fr. Michael Kaluzny Council #7822
Bishop Savaryn Council #9559
Fr. Michael J. Troy Council #15290

Winners of the Holy Family Picture

September 2017
Daniel & Kelly Serben

St. Bonaventure Council #7432

October 2017
Edwin & Simi Chellakudam

Fr. Michael J. Troy Council #15290

“Faith, Family & Fraternity”
Page 10
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FORMATION & KNIGHTHOOD DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION SCHEDULE
(Formation and Knighthood Degree Are Stand Alone Dates)
2017 – 2018
*Formation and Knighthood Degree Together
LOCATION –
EDMONTON

FORMATION DEGREE
Dec 7, 2017

LO LOCATION
CO CORDINATOR

Knighthood

John Beke

Feb 28, 2018

Knighthood

*Mar 17, 2018

Form/Knight

Steve Horvath

G. Woodlock

*June 2, 2018

Form/Knight

David Asp

W. Muscoby

DATE

LOCATION CALGARY

LOCATION COORDINATOR

Form/Knight

Roone Learmont

W. Muscoby

Jan 25, 2018

Knighthood

Bill Lungal

W. Muscoby

*Mar 24, 2018

Form/Knight

Al Sander

W. Muscoby

*June 9, 2018

Form/Knight

Sal Ficaccio

D. Pawlowski

DATE

LOCATION

*Sept 23, 2017

Edson

*Dec 16, 2017

St.Albert

Dec 16, 2017

Fort Smith

G. woodlock

Jan 27, 2017

St. Paul

D. Pawlowski

*Mar 3, 2018

Red Deer

Morris Sych

G. Lazzaretto

*Mar 18, 2018

Lethbridge

Bruce Barnett

G. Lazzaretto

*Mar 24, 2018

Grande Prairie

Ed Miller

D. Pawlowski

*Apr 21, 2018

Wainwright

Tom Kennelly

D. Pawlowski

*May 19, 2018

Medicine Hat

*TBA

Yellowknife
Fort McMurray

DATE

FORMATION DEGREE
*Oct 21, 2017

*TBA

DEGREE
TEAM

C.O.

FP

D. Pawlowski
D. Pawlowski

LOCATION COORDINATOR
Michael Steffler

DEGREE
TEAM

DEGREE
TEAM

C.O.

C.O.

FP

FP

D. Pawlowski

G. Lazzaretto

FRENCH DEGREE
Oct 21, 2017

Formation

Rick Duguay

F, Duguay

Nov 18, 2017

Knighthood

Rick Duguay

F. Duguay

STATE DEPUTY
FORM 537-NC

Jurisdiction
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
ANNUAL STATE GOLF HOSTED BY BROTHER ANTHONY
COUNCIL 10014

Event Date: Aug 18, 2018
Location: Edmonton Garrison Golf & Country
Club
Entry Fee: TBA
Contact Info: Steve Horvath
Phone: 780-458-0066

2017 STATE ANNUAL CURLING BONSPIEL HOSTED BY AIRDRIE
COUNCIL #8045

Event Date: Feb 17—18th, 2018
Location: Airdrie Curling Club
Entry Fee: $275.00/Team
Contact Info: Mark Steffler
Email: kofc8045@gmail.com
Phone: 403-912-8883 or 403-660-3507 (C)

2018 STATE ANNUAL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT HOSTED BY ST.
CHARLES COUNCIL #8325

Event Date: April 6-8th, 2018
Games Location: KC Twin Arena in North Edmonton
Cost Per Team: $800.00
Contact Info: Guy Mageau
Email: gmageau@wspring.com
(C): 780-707-8986
(Fax): 780-437-0387 identify Guy Mageau

Mail: 16903-79 Street Edmonton, AB

(When applying for Athle c events, please use the
speciﬁc form. Forms can be found in the GK Manual
in Sec on F-1, pages 2-3.)
We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers:


With great sadness we inform you that Bro.
Hilary Gerard Guest of Medicine Hat has
passed away at the age of 87 years. We pray
his family and friends fine peace and understanding in this time of sadness.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of
the Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council unless a self-addressed, stamped
envelope is provided. Deadline for
submissions is the 15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca

May the spirit of Christmas
warm your home with love
and festivity. Have a blessed
Christmas and joyous New Year.
“Christmas is forever, not for just
one day, for loving, sharing and
giving are not to put away like
bells and lights and tinsel, in some
box upon a shelf. The good you do for
others you do yourself…”
Norman Wesley Brooks
With love from Shauna & Carlena
from the State Office
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