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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“The presents under the tree are simply
just another way to celebrate the real
present, our Lor d J esus.”

“REMEMBER TO KEEP CHRIST
IN CHRISTMAS!”

Ferdie(FYM) Mendita

A

nd

s we are now approaching the end of the 2
quarter of our Fraternal Year 2021-2022
and the start of the Advent season, it is now the
time to look back what we have done and accomplished, and also the time to reflect and prepare for the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
remember what Christmas is all about.
One of the highlights in our recent State Deputy
meeting in Nashville was the launching of the
St. Joseph icon to travel from Council to Council. We already received 3 icons from Supreme
and we will soon start to assign 1 icon each to 3
Regions, for Councils to venerate and pray to St.
Joseph. During this year of St. Joseph, our Supreme Knights consecrated the Knights of Columbus to Saint Joseph. As we were also consecrated then to our Blessed Mother, we entrust
ourselves to them to become closer to Jesus and
become faithful, loving and their trusting companion.
Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly, encourages us to
grow in faith, expand the Order’s membership
and advance the mission established by our
founder; blessed Father Michael J. McGivney.
Let us not forget that our founder is a man of
action, a man of courage. He courageously
formed the Knights of Columbus to give men a
place to stand as Brothers, bound together in
charity, unity and fraternity. Let us continue

Fr. Jim Corrigan

M

y Dear Brothers in the Lord,

Happy Advent! Although this may sound a wee bit
strange in the greeting department, it is very appropriate considering the importance and priority we
place on the season of Advent. I pray that you have
continued your regular meetings whether in person,
by zoom or a combination of the two modes. Meetings are meetings, but they do provide an opportunity for the fraternity, that draws many of us to this
group of men they call Knights.
I wish to offer you a few thoughts on Advent (the
coming or second coming of Christ), (Latin Ad=to,
venire= to come). and its symbolism. The reason
being is that many of us are cradle Catholics and
have long since forgotten what different rituals and
devotions stand for. First and foremost, Advent is a
time when we look forward to the Nativity of our
Lord on Christmas morning. Specifically, because
of what it means to humanity. The birth of our Lord
began the concluding chapter of salvation history,
culminating in the Passion, Death, Resurrection and
Ascension into heaven of our Lord Jesus. This event
unlocked the gates of heaven for you and me, making eternal life possible for all believers. It all began
with the birth of the baby Jesus. So, we look forward to celebrating the birth of our Lord. We also
look forward to His second coming, when life in this
world will cease, and, in all probability, we will be
offered an opportunity to account for the gift of life,
we have lived here in the world. This, with the goal
(Continued on page 13)
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From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By John Onyskiw

T

he Christmas season is upon us and hopefully
different from last year. It is about the birth of
Christ, and we must remember our faith and KEEP
CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS. Christmas season is a
time to give thanks for the past year’s successes.
We have just completed another District Deputies’
meeting albeit virtual due to the persistence of the
COVID pandemic. Thank you to all those
who attended.
There are two important items that Councils should
be considering. Firstly, the Grand Knights and their
Councils should be preparing any resolutions they
wish to have presented at the State Annual
Convention in April. The deadline for submitting
these resolutions is January 31, 2022. The second
item is for members who may want to run for a
State Board position or as a ‘Delegate’ to the
Supreme Convention in August 2022. The deadline
for submitting nominations is February 28, 2022.
There are several Councils that have not submitted
the required forms to Supreme and State that are
needed for communications and filing. One of these
is the Report of Officers Chosen (Form 185). It is
difficult to send information to a Council when we
do not have the names of the Grand Knight or
Financial Secretary, or if you have moved and the
updated information has not been sent to the State
Office in Red Deer.
As we all look forward to family gatherings and the
celebration of Christmas let us all stay safe and
healthy. May this Christmas be a time of hope and
happiness for you and your families and may Our
Lady of Guadalupe and the Venerable Father
Michael J. McGivney watch over you and guide
you in the New Year.
On behalf of my wife Judee, our family, we wish
you all a Blessed, Merry Christmas and a Healthy,
Peaceful, Prosperous New Year!
Vivat Jesus!

D

By Dave Wilson
ear Brother Knights

I hope you are well into your Council activities
in the new fraternal year. With the coronavirus still a
major factor to consider in planning activities, the
Knights representation and Council activities are
quite different in these challenging times.
The State’s finances to date remain on plan. Although our revenues have been reduced, expenses
continue to be under plan due to the continuing use
of web based meetings and reduction in travel and
meeting expenses. A majority of the expenses for the
last quarter of this year have been allocated to parish
recruitment drives. These drives have shown positive results due to the commitment of the State Recruiting Team, Council members, Fraternal Benefits
Advisors and District Deputies. This is an expense
that is well worthwhile and will help bring in future
Members of the Order.
The 50/50 raffle has been a continuing source of income for the State as well as the individual Councils.
Councils that have had participants indicate their
Council number on the purchase site have seen some
excellent additions in income from an increased percentage of the proceeds. The quarterly 50/50 sales
will be continuing, replacing the previous annual
ticket lottery.
The one area where we have had a shortfall this year
is in the submission of 2020/2021 Council per capita
and insurance payments. Currently there are 39
Councils that encompass a total of $28,000 outstanding. The voting privileges at the Annual Meeting is
contingent on keeping these fees current. We ask
your cooperation in remitting these dues as soon as
possible to Shauna at the State Office.
As the New Year begins, a gentle reminder that the
year-end audit report # 1295 is due. Please send
these to the State, the Supreme and to the District
Deputy as indicated at the bottom of the form.
I would like to encourage all Brother Knights and
Councils to bring in the calendar year and the second
half of the Columbian Year with energy and enthusiasm. Remember, your State Board is available and
wants to help all Councils achieve success.
Thanks for all you do.
Vivat Jesus!

John Onyskiw
State Secretary
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From the State Advocate

From the IPSD

By Rufus Awharitoma
orthy Brother Knights and fraternal leaders, in
today’s society and the world in general, trust
for our religious institutions are diminishing, while
attacks on our faith and doctrine are on the rise. As
Knights, it is our moral obligation to defend the faith
and protect the church, hence our charitable works in
our parishes and communities must build trust, and
restore the confidence of those we serve. And as
rightly stated by the Most Reverend Richard William
Smith, Archbishop of Edmonton “We must ensure to
the best of our ability that our parishes and ministries
offer a safe environment to all, particularly to children
and vulnerable adults such as the sick, elderly or disabled”.

By Vince Reyes

W

Brother’s, as members of the order in our jurisdiction,
it is imperative that we implement and follow best
practice in compliance with the Knights of Columbus
Safe Environment Program (SEP), and Diocesan Safe
Environment Requirements by taking this training
program. One of the questions I have to address more
often is “why do we need a separate training, after
completing same through the dioceses”.
First, it is a policy of the Knight of Columbus that all
required State and Council Officers or Directors, get a
background check and trained accordingly.

D

uring the fraternal years, 2019-2020 and 20202021, as your State Deputy, due to the COVID19 pandemic, we never had the good fortune and
missed attending in-person Supreme and State Conventions. That said, despite the on-going pandemic
concerns, deep in our hearts, we still have the faith,
God willing, that there is light at the end of the tunnel
and that we will see each other once again at the next
in-person 112th State Convention. This event is going
to be held at the Westin Hotel Downtown Calgary
from April 22, 23 and 24, 2022.
With all humility and sincerity, I accepted the challenge by the State Deputy and the State Executive
Board of being the State Convention Chairman –
knowing that our team will have your support and cooperation!
Here are a few updates on our preparations:





Secondly, the Knights of Columbus has no higher priority than the safety and well-being of the young and
vulnerable people served through its programs and
activities.
Thirdly, the Knight of Columbus has a responsibility
to maintain its own safe environment program across
all of the dioceses in which it is active around the
world, and lastly, this program is administered by the
fraternal services department of the Knights of Columbus, in partnership with praesidium (An international leader in youth protection).
Brothers, the season of advent is one that ushered-in
lots of Council activities, and the need to play safe
and be safe is now. This training protects not just
members, but the order and those who we passionately serve. “Protecting our children is the sacred duty of
every Knight.” – Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly.







On behalf of myself and my family, we are wishing
you all a very Merry Christmas, and a prosperous
New Year.



Vivat Jesus!



Rufus Awharitoma
State Advocate



The State Deputy and I have successfully renegotiated our contract with the Westin Hotel which we
feel will mitigate our losses and will contribute to
the success of the State Convention.
Our beloved Worthy State Chaplain, Fr. Jim Corrigan, has written a letter to His Excellency Most
Reverend William T. McGrattan, requesting permission to conduct the Friday Opening Mass and
the Sunday Memorial Mass at the hotel and with
the assurance that Diocesan protocols will be followed.
The successful and profitable State Convention
magazine which we introduced in 2019 will be
done again in 2022.
The budget and online delegates’ registration will
be prepared as soon as the costs of the meals are
received.
The hotel online room reservation will be issued in
due time.
The manual registration package will be mailed to
the councils and to all concerned in early January.
Realizing that all of us come from different cultures and backgrounds, to showcase and celebrate
this diversity, for the first time ever, the motif for
the Saturday Night State Deputy’s Banquet is for
everybody to wear their traditional cultural attire.
The usual coat and tie will be worn during the
business sessions.
Hotel protocols, in adherence with existing health
regulations on COVID-19, will be enforced.
More details to follow.
(Continued on page 5)
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From the Agency

From the Charitable Foundation

By Marc Bouchard General Agent

By Willis Winter, President

y Brother Knights,

This report will touch on four things:
First, I want to congratulate the agents from Alberta that qualified for the Million Dollar Round
Table, which is an international organization that
recognizes the top 1% of financial professional in
the world. They were Cam Beddome, Pat Deluca, Greg Miskiman, Kevin Paish, Blake Stubbington and Scott Williamson. Their names
were on the list of agents in the November Columbian Magazine. One name was missed however, that of Louis Rouleau who also qualified.
We had 40% of the Alberta Agency qualified.
Great Job Guys.
Second, you should have received your Knights
of Columbus survey. Please complete online or
fill out and mail it in. I encourage you to complete the survey, it is important.
Third, RRSP season is coming up, please contact
your local agent and see what the Knights of Columbus has to offer. Many companies can boast
about their financial strength, their industry ratings, their size and their reach. With one of the
largest books of life insurance in the industry,
and a long track record of strong ratings and industry accolades, so can we. Also, if you are
turning 71 by the end of the year or next year and
have RRSP’s, give your agent a call and go over
your options. We have helped thousands of members and their spouses with an income stream for
life.
Fourth, I know this is early, but I hope you all
have a blessed Christmas and a Happy New
Years.
For the name of your local agent, please contact
the regional office at 403-343-2242 or
email bouchardagencymail@kofc.org
Regards,
Marc Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent, AB/NWT
Page 4

F

raternal greetings to my Brother
Knights. I pray that all are well as we
journey through the fourth wave of the
Covid-19 Pandemic.

In my previous article, I had indicated that
the Canada Revenue Agency is considering an increase in the disbursement quota
for charities in order to increase support for the charitable sector. The quota is currently set at 3.5 % of the
long term investments held by a charity. Your Foundation responded to the Canada Revenue Agency’s request
for comments and indicated that we believed it should
remain at 3.5 %. It now appears that the quota will be
increased, likely in the New Year.
This will make your Foundation even more dependent
on donations and the sale of investments to provide the
funding for charitable donations and its operating expenses. If we must sell investments, we could reduce
our capital, leading to a reduction in future income for
future donations. This is not a desirable situation. Your
Board of Directors will be assessing what actions to
take if the disbursement quota is increased.
Our portfolio value is worth about $ 3.5 million at this
time. Thanks to the growth of our portfolio over the last
year, we have been able to increase the funds allocated
for the Partners in Charity program. From the initial
$20,000 at the start of the year, the funds were subsequently raised to $40,000. Nearly all of the funds have
been disbursed now.
The ACF Partners in Charity program matches Council
and individual donations at 50% to a maximum of $500
in ACF funds per donation. For this program, donations
must be made to a registered charity that embraces
Catholic values.
We are grateful for your support of this program and for
the opportunity to help Councils and individuals in supporting their local charitable works. We intend to continue the program in 2022.
Further information on the program and an application
form can be found on the State website at:
FundraisingSheetRequest2021A.pdf (kofc.ab.ca)
Lady Kathleen and I offer you our best wishes for a joyful Christmas and New Year and pray that you and your
families stay well through this pandemic.
Stay well. Vivat Jesus!
Willis Winter,
President, Alberta Charitable Foundation
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From the State
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

From the Membership Director S
By Gaston Launière

By Brian Strawford

“When you get right down to the root of the meaning of the word “succeed”, you find it simply
means to follow through.” F.W. Nichol

D

ear Brother Knights,

We all know that to achieve the Membership
Growth Quota for your Council, you will need to
not only recruit but to reactivate some of your
dormant Brother Knights that have signaled their
lack of interest in your Council by not paying their
annual dues.
Although it is your Financial Secretary who each
November or December sends notice of dues for
the coming calendar year to all members and then
sends a reminder in February or March to those
members that are still unpaid, it is not the FS’s responsibility to reactivate these Brother Knights.
Your Financial Secretary is only responsible to
provide a list of Brother Knights that are considered delinquent to the Retention Committee. If the
DGK and Trustees that are defined in the Grand
Knight’s Manual as the Retention Committee, do
not actively seek to find these Brother Knights,
meet with them and encourage them to return to
active status with your Council, their unpaid dues
can soon become a drain on your Council’s funds,
since their per capita to State and Supreme which
is collectively ~$25 per year must still be paid by
your Financial Secretary to keep your Council status active. After a few years of inactivity by your
Retention Committee, your FS begins to wonder
how he will be able to balance the books of your
Council because there are so many Brother
Knights that are not paying their annual dues. This
is not fair to your Financial Secretary or to the other Brother Knights that are paying their dues each
year.
This is the time of year when our Financial Secretaries are turning over their list of delinquent members to the Retention Committee. I would encourage all Deputy Grand Knights and Trustees to take
the time to “seek out the lost sheep” of their Council. How we treat these Brothers will have a huge
impact not only on your Council’s ability to
achieve the Membership Growth Quota, but it will

W

orthy Brother Knights,

I send out a big thank-you to all that contributed to
the Pennies for heaven program. All funds are appreciated by our jurisdiction’s Bishop in promoting
Vocations and Seminarians.
To have our Council or Assembly registered for the
2021 fiscal year, please make your contribution before December 31st.
For donations, please make your cheques payable to
Alberta K of C State Council and mail to:
K of C State Council Office
#4, 5579 - 47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
My best wishes to all Brother Knights and their
families for a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New
Year. Keep Christ in Christmas!
Fraternally Yours,
Brian Strawford
Pennies for Heaven Chairman
(Continued from page 3) IPSD Vince Reyes

On another note, great news! The State Deputy turned
over to me the Canada Cup a couple of weeks ago.
The Canada Cup is in recognition for our jurisdiction’s excellence in membership for fraternal year
2020-2021. We are deeply honored that my name as
State Deputy and our two Membership Directors Leo
Sosa and Roone Learmont are forever inscribed on the
Canada Cup! From the bottom of our hearts, to all of
you, thank you!
On behalf of my family, beloved wife, Ruby, and
wonderful children, Stephanie and Richard, I wish all
of you and your families a Blessed and Merry Christmas and a Healthy and Peaceful New Year!
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
IPSD

(Continued on page 9)

State Affairs, Volume 25, Number 2 December 2021

Page 5

Leora Viczko receives her scholarship from Brian Viczko
Treasurer of Drumheller Council # 4251.

Kyrie Hemingson receives her scholarship from Russell
Hemmingson Grand Knight of Ponoka Council #4503

From Left to Right:

Declan Sander receives his
scholarship from Pete
Lilienthal District Deputy #38
at the Santa Maria Clubhouse,
home to Lethbridge Council
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Cheque Presentation for the Alberta
Charitable Foundation.

Alberta North Master Leo Sosa, Alberta
South Marshall Brian Strawford, Alberta
South Master Andy Hamel, South Marshall
Gaston Launière, Vice Supreme Master
Andy Sambrielaz, Saskatchewan Master
Chris Bencharsky, British Columbia Master
Bill Jankola. Picture by Alberta North Marshall Emanuel Pana.
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From Left to Right: Worthy DD#:15 Alfred D’Souza awarding the Star Council Award; Worthy Recorder, Dan Michael Santos lifting high the Bulletin of the Year–Category B Award; Worthy GK,
Nick Kondra showcasing the Fraternal Activities
Award; Worthy PSD Vince Reyes presented the
Awards; Worthy PGK & DD#:13 Marlon Ursulum
proudly sporting Grand Knight of the Year Award
& Worthy Chaplain Rev. Fr. Patrick Baska, Pastor
of St. Theresa joining the boys in celebrating the
Council’s achievements in Columbian Year 20202021.

Edmonton Chapter Christmas Party
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Special award recognition from the Supreme Knight,
State Deputy and 4th Degree presented to Bro. Roger
Gelinas for his 90th birthday and 58 years of
dedicated service. Held September 26, 2021 at the
Annunciation Church in Edmonton.
Left to Right: GK Reg Levesque, DM Leo Sosa, Fr.
Francis Mariappa SAC, honoree Bro. Roger Gelinas,
IPSD Vince Reyes and Brother Knights from
Annunciation Council 12669 and Father Charles
Keenan Assembly 2494.

State Deputy Ferdie (FYM) Mendita and
IPSD Vince Reyes accept Canada Cup
and Circle of Honor Pinnacle Awards

Page 7

G

From the State Program Director

From the State Community Director

By Joseph Duenas

By Ross Szentmiklossy

B

reetings Brother Knights,

I can’t believe its November already. Summer flew by
real fast, and autumn is halfway. Time does fly by
quickly when one is active and great things are being
accomplished. The Service Program Team is keeping
busy to give you the information your Councils need
especially during these unprecedented times, where
our activities are likely limited. It’s a great thing that
these Supreme Faith In Action programs and initiatives offer a variety of involvement; be they an inperson or virtual service activities.
December 12 is the Feast Day of our patroness Our
Lady of Guadalupe. Our State Program team is holding a State Holy Hour at Corpus Christi Parish in Edmonton at 3 pm on Sunday, December 12. This State
Holy Hour will be livestreamed, and information will
be posted on our State Website on how to join virtually. All Brother Knights, especially those who belong
to Edmonton and area Councils, are invited to attend
in person at Corpus Christi Parish.
Sunday, December 26 is the Feast Day of The Holy
Family. We consecrate the sanctity of the Holy Family
(Jesus, Mary, and Joseph) and commemorate their life
together. We also focus on religious family life and
the importance of it. One of the State Family Programs
we have pushed this year is for Councils to select a
Family of the Month. Easy program to implement but
means a lot especially to the family being honored.
As December arrives, we celebrate this wonderful
time of the year when we recall our cherished memories of family gatherings and experience that feeling of
joy. The wonder of the Christmas season manifests
itself in the fact that people from all walks of life make
such earnest attempts to create joyful memories for
others. Much as we are fond of these memories, we
know that they affect us in different ways. Our efforts
to create happy memories are when we share the
Christmas joy with people.
Faith In Action Programs like Feed the Hungry (Food
Bank Donations), Christmas Hamper Delivery, Coats
for Kids, Leave No Neighbor Behind, Helping Hands
and the Canadian Wheelchair Mission are perfect programs to be involved with during Christmas. I know
each of us would like to participate and donate to any
of these programs where we can spread the Christmas
(Continued on page 11)

Page 8

rother Knights,

Change is always tough to accept and to move forward is a challenge. Knights have had to adapt and
to keep performing our charitable works we have
adapted to the challenges of the pandemic. Although
some activities have been kept to a minimum other
community activities have excelled. I have received
reports for disaster relief, Coats for Kids and The
Canadian Wheelchair Foundation.
Disaster relief:
Knights to the rescue of a Quadriplegic In Urgent Need
This summer has been an extremely hot one. On
June 25 this year, just before a deadly heat wave
was to hit the city of Calgary, Alberta and its surrounding areas, Bro Ron of Council 12446 (St Albert the Great Parish) received news that a quadriplegic Brent was in very urgent need of help. His air
conditioner had broken down and he had already
received citations from the city for lack of lawn
care. He immediately sent out an email request to
the members of Council 12446 requesting help to
replace the air conditioner and for tending to the
lawn. It was very heartening that several brother
knights responded with offers for providing a new
window air conditioner as well to take care of mowing Brent’s lawn. The very next day June 26th Bros
Ron, Dylan and Scott armed with a new air conditioner (donated by Bro Mike), a whipper snipper
and a gas mower reached Brent’s home to help execute the work that was needed. Bro Dylan was instrumental in installing and commissioning the new
window AC Unit and Bro Scott was instrumental
(with help from Dylan and Ron) for taking care of
the lawn. The quick response of Council 12446 to a
call to help a man in distress certainly made him feel
good that day and, we believe prevented a trip to the
Emergency during the subsequent heat wave which
gripped the city and quite possibly saved Brent’s
life. It certainly prevented a heat stroke.
The above article was submitted to the Columbian
Magazine.
(Continued on page 10)
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From the State Life Director
By Gregory Amerongen

United in Fraternity for Charity
Brother Knights! I hope that, despite Covid, your
Council has undertaken, with imaginative efforts,
various programs, including Life Programs. 40
Days for Life runs until the end of October and
there was also Life Chain a couple weekends ago –
both outdoor events that your Council members
could undertake.
Novena For Life
Lead your community in the spiritual fight to establish a culture of life. Knights and their families will
come together in both public and private acts of
prayer to promote the protection of life. Be innovative and plan to run this as an online program, if
you don’t do it in person.
March for Life (Featured)
Show public support for the right to life. Knights of
Columbus Councils are encouraged to participate
in or sponsor local, state/province, regional or national Marches for Life. The Alberta March for
Life will be held on Thursday May 12, 2022.
Special Olympics (Featured)
Celebrate the worth and dignity of every human
being through the Special Olympics. Knights of
Columbus Councils can work with Special Olympics affiliates to determine how best to fund, sponsor or volunteer for events in the local community.
Talk to our State Special Olympics Chairman
(north or south) and ask him how your Council can
participate in this worthy activity.
Christian Refugee Relief
Help persecuted and at-risk Christians facing
genocide all over the world, particularly in the
Middle East. The Knights of Columbus strives to
bring awareness and support to those who have suffered for their faith through various parish-based
programs and fundraisers. Brothers, have your
Councils raise funds for persecuted Catholics
around the world!
Mass for People with Special Needs
Welcome individuals and families who might
not feel comfortable participating in a regularly
scheduled Mass. Councils will sponsor a distinct
(Continued on page 15)

(Continued from page 5) State Membership Director S Gaston Launière

also be a very tangible sign of how your Council
practices our principals of Charity, Unity and
Fraternity.
Our efforts will be rewarded but we must engage
ourselves and our Councils in activities and efforts
to grow our membership so that we may be better
able to deliver our programs with new energy and
enthusiasm and to achieve Star Council goals.
At the DDs mid-term virtual meeting, a plan will be
shared that will show how we may engage each
Council to sponsor an Exemplification Ceremonial
and how we may engage our membership team in
recruitment in Delta Church drives. Details of the
plan will come after they are established at this midterm virtual meeting.
Membership Growth Nov. 24, 2021 is 401/720 =
55.69% for the Jurisdiction Circle of Honor Goal.
We need another 31 members to reach 60% by Dec
15, 2021. WE CAN DO IT.
Thank you for your diligent efforts to grow the Order by enriching your Councils with new members.
We need to continue our efforts to achieve our
goals. Each active Council is encouraged to strive
and be successful in becoming a STAR COUNCIL.
There are many Councils (147 / 163 = 90.21%) that
have not recruited in this Columbian year. District
Deputies and Grand Knights >> let us try our best to
encourage these Councils to recruit at least 2 new
members this year. There are many useful resources
available to facilitate membership recruiting success. District Deputies, please check this list and
assist those Grand Knights in your District in recruitment activities, having a church / parish drive
and conducting admission degrees (now called Exemplification). If you need help, ASK.
Councils, if you need help, ask your District Deputy
and /or your membership directors. Our State Deputy has prepared a report form for District Deputies
and Grand Knights to report Council plans and activities to create a State profile to facilitate planning
of activities and reporting to Supreme. Look for this
from State office.
You know what you have to do. Doing nothing does
not gain anything. This is not an option if we remind
(Continued on page 11)

State Affairs, Volume 25, Number 2 December 2021

Page 9

Columbia Chairman

(Continued from page 8) State Community Director Ross Szentmiklossy

Coats for Kids:
Bishop Klein Council from Saint Gerard’s parish in
SW Calgary #6488. The Council purchased and distributed 11 cases of coats. L-R Murray Gartner (GK)
Randy Langille, Fr. Ignatius Tran, Wally Smelski and
Mark Banjavich our Council lead on the Coats for
Kids program.
The article submitted above was in the Medicine Hat
newspaper. Council #9502 sent us this information.
On behalf of Bro Aldin and myself, thank you to all
the Councils who participated in the Coats For Kids
Program and as well a very blessed Merry
CHRISTmas to you and your families.
Bro Francis Coats For Kids Chairman North and Bro
Aldin Coats For Kids Chairman South.

G

By Gregory Amerongen
reetings, Brother Knights!

I haven’t received any stories so far Brothers. So, I
am beseeching you once again:
Relative to the Canadian content submissions which Supreme desires to publish in the Columbia, please send me
any of the following two main types of stories to get our
excellent stories into our flagship magazine!
1. Council events that ar e scheduled at least two to
three months from when I would receive your submission. They should be characterized as very impressive
and remarkable events that would attract the attention of
other Canadian Knights throughout the province.
2. Council members who have ser ved in extr emely
remarkable ways and whose lives reflect our principles
to an unparalleled degree. They are our unsung heroes.
I look forward to receive more stories to propose to the
editorial board of the Columbia! Let’s get published!

Wheelchair Program:

Merry Christmas! Happy New Year 2022!

The $195.00 is the cost per chair when delivered in
container loads of 110 or more to developing countries. Delivery costs in Canada vary and can be substantial. Bulk freighted shipments may be arranged
when appropriate. May we have a BLESSED AND
JOYOUS NOEL with a healthy and bountiful new
year that helps us provide for the less fortunate.

Br. Gregory Amerongen
Alberta-NWT State Columbia Chairman

Brother Richard Rajotte.
Basketball Free throw:
There has not been any Council that has confirmed
that they will be hosting a Basketball Free Throw
event. The issue is because of Covid school boards
are not allowing their facilities to be used.
Ross Szentmiklossy
Brother Knights, on behalf of my wife Lillian and
myself, I would like to wish you and your families a
Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year.
State Community Director
Ross Szentmiklossy

From the Membership Director N
By Gregory Amerongen

B

rother Knights! If any of you happen to read this
(I’m modestly curious about the actual number that
do), it may intrigue you to know that, as of this letter in
terms of membership recruitment, we are in fifth place in
the Order and number one in Canada, having achieved
40% of our quota – so what?! That is to say, so what if
God has so blessed us with a great leader in our Worthy
State Deputy, the unswerving work of my esteemed
counterpart in southern Alberta, Br. Gaston Launière,
and the amazing State Membership Team North!
True, that may be a great feat so far, but let us remember
the groundwork laid by our beloved Br. Ferdie Maingat
who was well on his way to achieve more before the
Lord re-assigned him into his eternal role for the glory of
God.
My point: we cannot rest on past laurels. We must press
forward as if we were in last place and as if we had only
just begun. We still have 60% to go just to meet the quota and 30% of the Columbia Year has passed.
My concerns are these: some fraternal leaders are leading
strongly while others not so much. So, may the Lord
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10) Membership Director N Gregory Amerongen

(Continued from page 9) State Membership Director S Gaston Launière

encourage all of us to encourage each other, imploring
God for faith and other such virtues whence to apply
them to our mission to avail the Knights of Columbus to
more men and their families. May God ignite some zeal
within your souls.

ourselves why we became a Knight of Columbus.
Let’s set our goals, make our plans, and do what
needs to be done to achieve success. Your efforts
will be rewarded. Achieving Star Council requirements means your Council is healthy and supporting
your Church and community.

Quite particularly, don’t let Covid stop your activities.
Plenty can be done. Doubtless, our Worthy State Program Director will emphasize this in his article.
When you are discouraged and doubtful about having a
recruitment drive and the state of your Council, remember that Jesus is in your boat and asking you: Where is
your faith? After all, He is with you now and forever.
Trust in the Lord and he will see you through your trials
unto your triumph even as it was for our Patron Christopher Columbus when he traversed the Atlantic in 1492!
Merry Christmas! Happy New Year 2022!
Br. Gregory Amerongen,
State Membership Director North

(Continued from page 8) State Program Director Joseph Duenas

spirit to our community, especially the less fortunate
people who need the love and the warmth that the season brings.
May the Birth of Christ be for all of us a time of renewal, grace, and peace. Let us also remember people
who are without their own homes and who experience
hunger in parts of the world. Christ, through us, wants
to live also in their hearts not only during the Christmas time but throughout the years to come. Give love
always. Not only on Christmas Day, but all year
round. Where there is love, there is peace; where there
is peace, there is God. Reflect on how you can make a
difference during this holiday season.
On behalf of my wife Divina and my whole family, A
Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous New Year and all
the best in 2022 to you and to your loved ones. Keep
safe. Keep your Faith In Action!
Vivat Jesus!
Bro Joseph Duenas
State Program Director
Knights of Columbus
Alberta/NWT
programdirector@kofc.ab.ca

We encourage your Council’s current and new executive members to use the Fraternal Leader Success
Planner (5033-2022) to plan your Council’s programs and
activities for this Columbian year. Develop a vision
and a mission for your Council.
As membership directors (North & South), we have
been blessed abundantly with the gift of many
friendships and opportunities to interact with you as
we worked together in a positive direction to grow
your Councils through your own learning and activities. You gave us an opportunity to take part in the
uniquely spiritual brotherhood of the Knights and to
share many of your good works.
Our wish for each of you Brothers is that you continue your life’s journey as a Knight by living the
example of St. Joseph. As a model of authentic masculinity, he gave us the example of courage, humility and hard work lived through his vocation as protector of Mary and Jesus. We, through humble and
loving service, are protectors of our families and
community. As Knights, we will always be called to
respond to the needs of our families, communities
and the Church.
Remember why we recruit. We do this to accomplish the second greatest commandment of loving
our neighbor by asking a Catholic man to join us.
Membership is our greatest gift because it could
save a soul and his family. Our task is to get ourselves to heaven by getting others there too.
On behalf of my wife, Danielle, my 3 children and
my 5 grandchildren, I would like to extend a very
Merry and Blessed Christmas to you and your families. Also, MAY YOUR COUNCIL CONTINUE
TO GROW IN THE NEW YEAR.
Vivat Jesus!
Gaston Launière
State Membership
Director South
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From the State Office
From Shauna/Adam LaGrange

K

nights All,

With Christmas almost upon us, we
wanted to take a moment and thank
everyone who submits articles for the
“State Affairs”. We also wanted to
acknowledge the tremendous job each DD,
GK, FS, FN and FC do all year to make
sure the State follows the laws and
regulations of Supreme. You are the real
heroes that do all the little things, day to
day, that make AB/NWT the best State
in the Knights of Columbus!
With that said, we would like to wish a
very Merry Christmas and a happy
New year to one and all. May God bless
you and your families this Christmas
season. Stay healthy, stay happy and
stay holy.
With Warmest Regards,

(Continued from page 1) State Deputy Ferdie “FYM” Mendita

what he had started in the forming of Catholic
men, let us grow our order and build upon the
mission he established.
Recruitment is important and the growth of our
order is vital to our long-term success. We can
promote recruitment by having great Council
programs, so let us continue to bring Catholic
gentlemen to our order.
As of November 30, 2021, the Alberta jurisdiction has achieved to be number 1 in Canada,
number 1 in Division 2 and #5 internationally.
Due to our performance our membership quota
of 753 has been reduced to 720. Thank you for
everyone’s hard work and enthusiasm. Please
continue to grow our order and spread our campaign for Free On Line membership for 1 year
which is again extended to June 30, 2022.
While it was certainly challenging in many ways,
it also showed how strong and dedicated we are
as the members of the Knights of Columbus. We
can take pride in the fact that when the pandemic
brought the world to a stop and forced us to keep
our distance from family, friends and one another, the work we do helped people to stay connected and made the difficult times easier.
I would like to share with you our Supreme
Knights’ Five Finger Prayer:

Shauna LaGrange (Executive Secretary)


The thumb is the closest finger to you. So
start praying for those who are closest to you.
They are the person’s easiest to remember.
(Brothers, pray for our dear ones is a sweet
obligation)



The next finger is the index finger. Pray for
those who teach you, instruct you and heal
you. They need the support and wisdom to
show direction to others. Brothers, always
keep them in your prayers.



The following finger is the tallest. It reminds
us of our leaders, (Our Supreme Knights and
Supreme Officers, our State Board and Officers) and those who have an authority, they
need God’s guidance.

Adam LaGrange (Assistant and Editor)

(Continued on page 13)

Page 12

State Affairs, Volume 25, Number 2 December 2021

(Continued from page 12) State Deputy Ferdie “FYM” Mendita



The fourth finger is the ring finger, even
though it may surprise you, it is our weakest
finger. It should remind us to pray for the
weakest, our Brother Knights and their families that are sick or those Brother Knights
plagued by problems, for sure they need our
prayers.



And finally, we have our smallest finger, the
smallest of all. Your pinky should remind
you to pray for yourself, when you are done
praying for the other four groups, you will be
able to see your own needs but in the proper
perspective, and also you will be able to pray
for your needs in a better way.

Brothers, recently many are called to pray
fervently, as prayer is our strongest weapon we
have, to fight our invisible enemy, the Corona
Virus. Let us continue to pray and do the best we
can to protect our family, church, community and
our country.
Thank you Brothers, thank you for the opportunity to work with you for the last 6 months. May
the Lord continue to bless everyone with good
health and abundant graces.
From our home to yours, on behalf of my wife
Merle, children Ralph, Ron, Rose and Randy, I
wish everyone a Blessed Christmas and Joyous &
Prosperous new year!
Vivat Jesus!
Ferdie “FYM” Mendita
State Deputy

(Continued from page 1) State Chaplain Fr. Jim

of entering eternity with our Heavenly Father.
Needless to say, most of us will go to meet the
Lord before He comes to meet us. The key for us,
is to live everyday in humble preparation for the
final exam that we will all experience. The Knights
are a great organization to assist us in making the
two great laws:
1. Loving God, and 2. Loving thy neighbor, priorities in our lives.
We await and prepare for, the birth of our Lord.
We anticipate joyfully His second coming. Finally,
we take time to reflect on the coming of our Lord
on a daily basis in our lives. Very specifically in
the Holy Eucharist, but very practically, in the everyday events of our lives. Brothers, if we can focus
on the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ in our daily lives on a regular basis, His nativity and His second coming, will provide beautiful book ends for
our Advent reflections.
The ever-present Advent wreath is really very rich
in what it represents. The circular wreath formed
out of pine bows, represents life and beauty as well
as the endless circle of life that our Lord blesses us
with. The candles representing Hope, Peace, Joy
and Love lit each week of Advent, symbolize the
reality that we are coming ever closer, to celebrate
the coming of the Light into the world. The rosecolored candle lit on the third Sunday (Gaudete,
which means rejoice) reminds us joyfully that we
are almost there.
The more we can help our young people understand the nature and meaning of Advent the easier
it becomes for them to be drawn into the wonder of
the birth of our Lord and Saviour in Bethlehem
over two thousand years ago. It helps them and us
see that the real present that became a reality on
Christmas morning is our Lord. The other presents
under the tree are simply just another way to celebrate the real present, our Lord Jesus.
My dear Brothers, may our Lord bless you and
your families with a joyful Advent season, a very
merry and joy-filled Christmas, and a happy,
healthy, and holy year of our Lord, 2022.
Blessings,
Fr. Jim
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Congratulations
Families of the Month

2021-2022

July 2021
Herbert & Jihane Allen

Father Dubois Council #7092

August 2021
Brent & Sandra Boutwell
Cesar & Christina Blanco

Father Forsythe Council #4748
Steve Mackevic Council #7938

September 2021
Julius Jr. & Lillian Strachan
Tammy & Michael Subasic
Philip & Nimi Taranger
Paul & Sheree Weisenberger

Father Dubois Council #7092
St. Bonaventure Council #7432
Father Bonner Council #7599
Our Lady of the Hill Council 13064

October 2021
Terry & Andrea Siqueira
Daniel & Kelly Serben
Joe & Dale Lauer

Father Dubois Council # 7092
St. Bonaventure Council # 7432
Our Lady of the Hill Council 13064

Winners of the Holy Family Picture
July 2021
Herbert & Jihane Allen

Father Dubois Council #7092

August 2021
Cesar & Christina Blanco

Steve Mackevic Council #7938

September 2021
Philip & Nimi Taranger

Father Bonner Council #7599

October 2021
Daniel & Kelly Serben

St. Bonaventure Council # 7432

“ United in Fraternity for Charity”
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION CALGARY WESTIN HOTEL
(DOWNTOWN) APRIL 23, 24 & 25, 2021
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the
GK Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)

(Continued from page 9) State Life Director, Gregory Amerongen

Mass, conducted annually, for people with special
needs. Brothers, please grant your Council members to encourage participation of any disabled
Catholics, especially any who normally have difficulty attending mass.
Pregnancy Center Support (Featured)
Change hearts and minds about abortion by showing
that the Knights of Columbus loves both mother and
child before and after birth. Councils can provide
material, financial, labor and other support to prolife pregnancy centers that help women during pregnancy and following the birth of their newborn children.
Silver Rose Alberta: February 29 - March 28,
2021
The Silver Rose program is raring to get started in
the New Year, but participating Councils should
contact appropriate district or state leadership, such
as the State Silver Rose Chairman, for their jurisdiction’s route details and guidelines.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2022!
Br. Gregory Amerongen

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta/Northwest
Territories State Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the Alberta/
Northwest Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Deadline for
submissions is the 15th day of the month prior to
publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor:
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
prayers:
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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The Gift of the Magi
By O. Henry (1906)

One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all. And sixty cents of it was in pennies… Three times Della counted it. One dollar and eightyseven cents. And the next day would be Christmas. There was clearly nothing to do but flop down on the shabby little couch and howl. So Della
did it. Which instigates the moral reflection that life is made up of sobs, sniffles, and smiles, with sniffles predominating.
While the mistress of the home is gradually subsiding from the first stage to the second, take a look at the home. A furnished flat at $8 per
week…In the vestibule below was a letter-box…and a card bearing the name "Mr. James Dillingham Young." The "Dillingham" had been flung
to the breeze during a former period of prosperity when its possessor was being paid $30 per week. Now, when the income was shrunk to $20, the
letters of “Dillingham” looked blurred… But whenever Mr. James Dillingham Young came home and reached his flat above he was called "Jim"
and greatly hugged by Mrs. James Dillingham Young, already introduced to you as Della. Which is all very good.
Della finished her cry and attended to her cheeks with the powder rag. Only $1.87 to buy a present for him. Her Jim. Many a happy hour she
had spent planning for something nice for him. Something fine and rare and sterling--something just a little bit near to being worthy of the honour
of being owned by Jim….
Now, there were two possessions of the James Dillingham Youngs in which they both took a mighty pride. One was Jim's gold watch that had
been his father's and his grandfather's. The other was Della's hair… So now Della's beautiful hair fell about her, rippling and shining like a cascade of brown waters. It reached below her knee and made itself almost a garment for her. And then she did it up again nervously and quickly.
On went her old brown jacket; on went her old brown hat. With a whirl of skirts and with a brilliant sparkle still in her eyes, she fluttered out
the door and down the stairs to the street. Where she stopped the sign read: "Mme. Sofronie. Hair Goods of All Kinds
"Will you buy my hair?" asked Della.
"I buy hair," said Madame. "Take your hat off and let's have a sight at the looks of it."
Down rippled the brown cascade. "Twenty dollars," said Madame, lifting the mass with a practised hand.
"Give it to me quick," said Della.
Oh, and the next two hours tripped by on rosy wings. Forget the hashed metaphor. She was ransacking the stores for Jim's present. She found
it at last. It surely had been made for Jim and no one else. There was no other like it in any of the stores, and she had turned all of them inside out.
It was a platinum fob chain simple and chaste in design, properly proclaiming its value by substance alone and not by meretricious ornamentation
--as all good things should do. It was even worthy of The Watch. As soon as she saw it she knew that it must be Jim's. It was like him. Quietness
and value--the description applied to both. Twenty-one dollars they took from her for it, and she hurried home with the 87 cents. With that chain
on his watch Jim might be properly anxious about the time in any company. Grand as the watch was, he sometimes looked at it on the sly on account of the old leather strap that he used in place of a chain.
When Della reached home her intoxication gave way a little to prudence and reason. She got out her curling irons and lighted the gas and
went to work repairing the ravages made by generosity added to love….Within forty minutes her head was covered with tiny, close-lying curls
that made her look wonderfully like a truant schoolboy….
"If Jim doesn't kill me," she said to herself, "before he takes a second look at me, he'll say I look like a Coney Island chorus girl.”
Jim was never late. Della doubled the fob chain in her hand and sat on the corner of the table near the door that he always entered. Then she
heard his step on the stair away down on the first flight, and she turned white for just a moment. She had a habit of saying little silent prayers
about the simplest everyday things, and now she whispered: "Please God, make him think I am still pretty."
The door opened and Jim stepped in and closed it. He looked thin and very serious... Jim stopped inside the door, as immovable as a setter at
the scent of quail. His eyes were fixed upon Della, and there was an expression in them that she could not read, and it terrified her. It was not
anger, nor surprise, nor disapproval, nor horror, nor any of the sentiments that she had been prepared for. He simply stared at her fixedly with that
peculiar expression on his face.
"Jim, darling," she cried, "don't look at me that way. I had my hair cut off and sold it because I couldn't have lived through Christmas without
giving you a present. It'll grow out again--you won't mind, will you? I just had to do it. My hair grows awfully fast. Say `Merry Christmas!' Jim,
and let's be happy. You don't know what a nice-- what a beautiful, nice gift I've got for you."
"You've cut off your hair?" asked Jim, laboriously, as if he had not arrived at that patent fact yet even after the hardest mental labour.
"Cut it off and sold it," said Della. "Don't you like me just as well, anyhow? I'm me without my hair, ain't I?"
Jim looked about the room curiously. "You say your hair is gone?" he said, with an air almost of idiocy.
"You needn't look for it," said Della. "It's sold, I tell you--sold and gone, too. It's Christmas Eve, boy. Be good to me, for it went for you.
Maybe the hairs of my head were numbered," she went on with a sudden serious sweetness, "but nobody could ever count my love for you. Shall
I put the chops on, Jim?"
Out of his trance Jim seemed quickly to wake. He enfolded his Della….Jim drew a package from his overcoat pocket and threw it upon the
table.
"Don't make any mistake, Dell," he said, "about me. I don't think there's anything in the way of a haircut or a shave or a shampoo that could make
me like my girl any less. But if you'll unwrap that package you may see why you had me going a while at first."
White fingers and nimble tore at the string and paper. And then an ecstatic scream of joy; and then, alas a quick feminine change to hysterical
tears and wails, necessitating the immediate employment of all the comforting powers of the lord of the flat. For there lay The Combs--the set of
combs, side and back, that Della had worshipped for the long in a Broadway window. Beautiful combs, pure tortoise shell, with jewelled rims-just the shade to wear in the beautiful vanished hair. They were expensive combs, she knew, and her heart had simply craved and yearned over
them without the least hope of possession. And now, they were hers, but the tresses that should have adorned the coveted adornments were gone.
But she hugged them to her bosom, and at length she was able to look up with dim eyes and a smile and say:
"My hair grows so fast, Jim!" And them Della leaped up like a little singed cat and cried, "Oh, oh!"
Jim had not yet seen his beautiful present. She held it out to him eagerly upon her open palm. The dull precious metal seemed to flash with a
reflection of her bright and ardent spirit.
"Isn't it a dandy, Jim? I hunted all over town to find it. You'll have to look at the time a hundred times a day now. Give me your watch. I want
to see how it looks on it."
Instead of obeying, Jim tumbled down on the couch and put his hands under the back of his head and smiled. "Dell," said he, "let's put our
Christmas presents away and keep 'em a while. They're too nice to use just at present. I sold the watch to get the money to buy your combs. And
now suppose you put the chops on."
The magi, as you know, were wise men--wonderfully wise men--who brought gifts to the Babe in the manger. They invented the art of giving
Christmas presents. Being wise, their gifts were no doubt wise ones, possibly bearing the privilege of exchange in case of duplication. And here I
have lamely related to you the uneventful chronicle of two foolish children in a flat who most unwisely sacrificed for each other the greatest treasures of their house. But in a last word to the wise of these days let it be said that of all who give gifts these two were the wisest. Of all who give
and receive gifts, such as they are wisest….They are the magi.
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