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August 2009
Message from the State Chaplain

“Men of Peace and
Hope”

“State Chaplain’s
Message”
Neil C. Gannon

O

ur Alberta/NWT theme for the new Columbian year is “Men of Peace and Hope.” Brothers, I really do believe as Knights of Columbus we
are “Men of Peace and Hope.” We have our faith
and we believe in the power of prayer. We support
our priests and bishops and our church. We provide
assistance to the needy and the less fortunate in our
communities. We support youth and families. We
defend the moral truths necessary for a free and humane society including the fundamental right to life
for every human being. At the same time we have
tremendous fellowship within this great organization of our and provide support and encouragement
to each other.
Brothers, let us this Columbian year recommit ourselves to the mission of the Knights of Columbus,
and even strive to discover new ways to serve our
God, church and fellowman. Let us strive to make
this our very best year as a member of the Knights
of Columbus.
Thank you, Brothers, for all of the good work that
you do, and may God bless you and your families.
Neil Gannon
State Deputy

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

W

orthy Knights:

Fall seems to come early for us, but it was hot (44
degrees) at the Supreme Convention. The State
Chaplains’ Meeting on August 3rd was a three hour
affair and was given much more emphasis than at
previous conventions. Being the Year of the Priest
which we featured in our Formation Programme we
are calling on the council (see Chaplain’s Handbook) to renew their commitment. They are not only
there pro forma, but are meant as our interregnal
part of every meeting:
“Strong emphasis on spirituality in each Council”:
1. i.e. it might be advantageous to change
“Chaplain’s Report” to “Chaplain’s Message”
because a Chaplain might not have anything to
report on, in a given week, but he always
should have a message for the council.
2. Our Supreme Knight expresses the hope that
attendance at this meeting will grow even
further in years to come.
3. May the beginning of the new school year be
blessed for you and your family, pray for
vocations for the priesthood and religious life
especially in your families.
Vivat Jesus!
Fr. Henry Rosenbaum, SAC
State Chaplain

W

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Gary Johnson

By Phil Birch

ell, Brother Knights, a new Columbian
Year is underway and all systems are a go!

Congratulations again to all of you who have been
newly elected or re-elected to direct the affairs of
your respective Councils or Districts. Thanks to all
of you who came out to the recent Edmonton and
Calgary Regional Seminars both of which were well
attended. Please note the upcoming Regional Seminars:
Red Deer
Lethbridge
St. Paul
Fairview

August 29th
September 12th
September 19th
September 26th

Grand Knights, please remember that your District
Deputy is our State Deputy’s personal representative
and it is important that all Council Officers and
members familiarize themselves with the respect
due to the District Deputy. The District Deputy
should always be properly attired when attending
meetings, should be seated in front near the Grand
Knight, should always be called upon to speak and
all members should rise when he is introduced. He
should always be seated at the head table at any
council function even if he is not on the speaking
program. The District Deputy should be in regular
contact with all Grand Knights in his District and he
should insure that he is available to you when you
call upon him for assistance.
Important information regarding District Scholarship Winners: We will be forwarding a letter along
with each winner’s cheque to the Grand Knight of
the council that the father or grandfather of the winner belongs to. We would ask that the Grand
Knight along with his District Deputy arrange to
present the cheque to the winner before or after a

G reetings Brother Knights,
Thank you for the confidence you have placed in me
by selecting me as you State Treasurer for this Columbian Year. I trust I can meet your expectations.
I am most grateful to the Immediate Past State Deputy, Wally Streit and to Charles Russell, for all their
assistance in my first year.
The Charities Appeal Raffle was very successful
this past year. You raised an additional $8,000 for
your councils. However 32 councils have failed to
take advantage of this revenue source this past year.
You will be advised shortly of your share of the proceeds.
Summer is the time of year when planning should
be taking place in order to get off to a great start in
September. First of all, councils should be ensuring
that there is a full team on the executive and in the
programs areas. Secondly, you need to think about
the membership and program initiatives that you
will be carrying out and drafting a budget to accommodate those initiatives.
Setting up the budget means determining your
sources of revenue, such as membership dues and
event fund-raising sources. Your expenses include
per capita to Supreme and State, program expenses,
RSVP, charitable donations and fraternal events.
Then comes the discretionary expenses. You need
to remember that just because it is in the budget,
revenue may not be in the bank and some expenses
don’t have to be spent.
To avoid motions and notice-of-motions, the budget
should be presented and passed at the first general
meeting of the council. In this way you will have a
successful year. If I can be of any assistance, please
give me a call.
Fraternally,
Phil Birch

(Continued on page 6)
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By William J. Smith

By Ronald Schuster

T

he 2009-2010 year has begun. We have
completed two seminars and have several to
complete. Please encourage your council executive
to attend. It will provide new executive members
information valuable to achieving the goals set by
the council. It will also provide an opportunity to
meet members with similar positions. For returning
executive members, it provides a chance to trade
accomplishments and pass along their experience to
new executive members.
As the year begins we need reminders of what we
can do and can’t in the name of the Knights of Columbus. The Knights of Columbus LOGO is protected by Supreme. If you wish to use it for a function, please check with State Deputy Neil Gannon.
A request for its use will be forwarded for consideration by Supreme from only the State Deputy.
Request are made from time to time, and are usually
for a one time only approval. For example the
Charities Appeal Raffle must annually request its
use. As per section 162.11 under Misconduct of
members in the Charter Constitution, members must
not use “the name of the Knights of Columbus or his
membership in the Order in connection with any
business, or social, or other enterprise, without permission of the Supreme Board of Directors. He will
be subject to fines, suspension or expulsion”.

B

rother Knights,

As summer is quickly going by you wonder where
the time flies. During the summer months I have
contacted many new Grand Knights attend the annual seminars (and a few more to do) in the appointed regions and reminded all of the protocol that
should be maintain during meetings.
During the meetings of which I have attended I find
and feel a renewed excitement for the Knights of
Columbus. Is this just a feeling only I have? I think
not. Upon speaking to the members they are bringing new ideas to the table which is needed to move
forward. We have very good directors in place who
are also showing great enthusiasm for the Order and
we have a new State Deputy also bringing new ideas
and excitement to the Order.
As your State Warden, I am also excited for the upcoming Columbian Year. As this is a new position
for me I want to make sure that everyone is on the
same page, to keep our communication open to all
members and to make sure that they are responded
too in a respect manner from our board executive.
Please remember that we are here to assist all members to the best of our abilities.
Thanks for your support.

When the Alberta/NWT roster arrives please keep
the contents within the confines of Knights of Columbus business. Also, please check your council
information. Please send changes to Shauna in Red
Deer. During the year, changes will be sent out with
other information. Please update your roster as required.
I am looking forward to meeting as many councils
as I can in the next year. If you have any questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.
William J. Smith
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God bless you and your family.
Ron Schuster

Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can submit to the state office though
email at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg
format please. Please provide a brief
description of picture.
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From the Master of the Fourth Degree

From the State Financial Secretaries Chairman

By Larry Boland

By Ed Matheson

D

o something that will make your wife and family
proud!

Every Third Degree should naturally progress on to become a member of the Fourth Degree—there is no stop
sign—no red light preventing you from joining—it is a
green light all the way. There are privileges that go
along with the responsibility of the Fourth Degree.
Privileges for you and your family. The cost of the tuxedo and accessories is not a major expense. Many of you
have a “Blackberry” worthy as much if not more than the
cost of the clothes required for membership. You do not
need to but the Honor Guard Regalia when you join. We
would love to see you do this but you do not need it to
join. Time is not a factor. Most assemblies meet every
couple of months and often there is a social event tied in
with the meeting.
We have made it easy for every qualified Third Degree
to take the Fourth Degree at these Exemplifications.
Red Deer, Saturday, October 17th
Airdrie, October 24th
Medicine Hat, November 21st
Edmonton, November 28th
Calgary, May 1st
St. Albert, May 8th
2010 will be our 100th State Convention. To celebrate
this special occasion we will be offering one new Sir
Knight a watch, his sponsor a watch and the Faithful
Navigator a certificate worth $50. We have this because
we feel that membership in the Fourth Degree is very
important and that “Every Knight Should Be A Fourth
Degree.”
I encourage all Faithful Navigators to have membership
drives in their Church and I encourage all qualified members and their wives, if married, to talk to someone at
these information sessions to see what the fourth Degree
is all about.
It would be an honour to Knight you on one of the above
dates.
Larry Boland

W

orthy Financial Secretaries,

It is now Back-to-work time. The most important
thing now at this time is for you to put on your
thinking cap and plan for your first meeting. Your
prime job as the Financial Secretary is to see that
your council is active and successful. Review all
the successes you had in previous years and see if
they are useful to continue. Have a couple new ones
in mind and have a private talk with your Grand
Knight to see how you can help make it happen.
Develop a list of names with your Grand Knight and
help him contact them and get STARTED.
Ensure all your members know about the following: Accidental Death Insurance is effective for both Knights
and Wives with PAID UP DUES. Advise every member that has not paid. This insurance message is so
important that I will repeat it in every State Affairs.
Have a great start to the new Columbian Year.
God Bless, thank you & JUST DO IT!!
Ed Matheson
(780) 487-6484 (H), 487-9586 (F), 717-2123 (C)
Email: edmath@telus.net
From the State Communications & PR Director

[

By Ferdie Mendita

ope everyone is having a good and relaxing
summer!
We are in the process of reconstructing our website
and hopefully we will have the new site ready by the
end of this month. Our new State Technology
Chairman, Brother Joseph Duenas is working with
me to have our new website available with new design, changes in organization and more updated information.
The Edmonton and Regional seminars have just
taken place in Edmonton and Calgary, and there will
be more seminars taking place in St. Paul,
(Continued on page 6)
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From the State Program Director

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Willis Winter

By Barney Markowski

elcome back from the summer break.

Many of you will have attended the Leadership Seminars
held in July and August. If you haven’t, I urge you to
take in one of the remaining seminars. You’ll obtain a
wealth of information to help you have a great Columbian Year!
Now is the time to start planning your service program
activities. Determine which ones you will enter for the
State Program awards for Community, Church, Family,
Council and Youth. Form a committee to plan the event
and to prepare your submission. Good programs involve
your members, stimulate commitment and develop your
future leaders. They also encourage prospective members to join the Knights of Columbus in service.

Pennies for Heaven

T

o all Councils and Assemblies

Just a reminder again that all Councils voted to increase
funding to all 6 Dioceses. Great!
All Councils and Assemblies should therefore contribute
so that this increase can be made as promised—every
penny adds up. With your help we will exceed our last
year’s contribution.

For the 2009-2010 Columbian Year. Supreme has
added a new Service Program Category of “Pro-Life”.
Rather than enter such activities under the category of
Community, you report them under the “Pro-Life” category. Write “Pro-Life” at the top of the State Service
Programs Awards (#STSP) or the Columbian Award
(#SP7) from where the categories of Church, Community, Council, Family and Youth are listed. Attach a
separate sheet of paper listing the reported programs under the “Pro-Life” category.

We have endeavored to continue Father McGivney’s vision of service to church and community. We need
Priests, Deacons and Sisters. PLEASE for those councils who have not contributed in the year of Our Lord
2009 you have to December 15th to be on our team.

This change highlights the Knights of Columbus continuing effort to bring about a Culture of Life. Let’s support
the effort by reporting our activities in this area.

Be partners of our great team. Send ANY donation
amount to Kof C State Council office, #4, 5579—47
Street, Red Deer, AB.

By participating in the Service Programs, you can share
your idea and accomplishments with others. Attaining
the Star Council, Columbian, Father McGivney and
Founder’s Awards gives well deserved recognition of
your successes in promoting charity, unity and fraternalism.

Barney Markowski

Let’s unite in making this Columbian Year a great success.
Vivat Jesus!
Willis Winter
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Let us continue!

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the AlbertaNorthwest Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Deadline
for submissions is the 15th day of the month prior to
publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Ferdinand Mendita
164 Ormsby Rd East, Edmonton, AB T5T 5T3
E-Mail: ferdiemendita@shaw.ca Telephone:
(780) 483-0997
State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca
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(Continued from State Secretary, page 2)

(Continued from State Communication & PR Director, page 4)

Church Mass in their area and that they read the letter that provides information on our scholarship program.

Lethbridge and Red Deer. These regional seminars
are organized to support and assist Grand Knights
and executives of all councils to become more effective in attracting and retaining members. To establish and maintain strong and effective means of
communications within the Council, the Grand
Knights and executives are also given valuable information at this seminar.

Please fell free to call on me at any time if you require more information.
Again, I would like to wish each and every one of
you success during this Columbian Year!
Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson
From the State Membership Director
By Max Ciesielski

GET READY FOR THE CHURCH
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE.

g

he idea that your council membership may
grow dramatically within one weekend sounds impossible, but that is what a well-organized church
membership drive does.

BE ORGANIZED
• Get permission from the Parish Pastor
• After the Mass, give a 3 minute presentation
• Have Brother Knights at all exits
• Ask all prospects as they leave the church
• Follow with an information meeting for all candidates
• Get the form 100 signed
• Hold the First Degree within 2 weeks
A FIRST DEGREE IN SEPTEMBER?
Does this sound impossible in Alberta? My Brother
Knights, now that we have had a great relaxing summer (my camping in Kananaskis was so wet that the
bears had to wear galoshes) please give serious consideration to scheduling a First Degree in September. Let’s give this great jurisdiction a momentous
boost in recruitment. The membership team is at
your assistance.
Good luck and all the best to you and your
families.

I would like to ask all Grand Knights to please ensure that all members of their councils have access
to read each edition of State Affairs. A copy of each
issue is also available on our website
www.kofc.ab.ca If you have interesting or milestone
district and council pictures, please send them directly to Shauna at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca with a
named subject “State Affairs—Next Issue” or phone
her toll free 1-800-656-0042.
Best wishes for another successful Columbian year
and may God bless you and your families.
Ferdie Mendita
From the Agency
By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

Knights of Columbus Insurance Receives Highest
Ratings
August 1, 2009
(NEW HAVEN, CT)

T

wo top rating firms have reaffirmed giving
their highest ratings for the Knights of Columbus insurance program. Both A.M. Best and
Standard & Poor’s concluded this week that the
127-year-old Catholic fraternal order’s financial
strength and stability remains strong despite a
slumping economy.
This marks the 34th consecutive year in which the
Knights of Columbus has earned A.M. Best’s A++
(Superior) rating, and the 17th successive year the
Order has earned the AAA (Extremely Strong) rating from S&P.

Max Ciesielski
Page 6
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2009 Edmonton Capital Parade, Knights of
Columbus Float

Fourth Degree Exemplification held at St. Bonaventure Parish on May 2, 2009

Bishop Fred Henry of Calgary joined Council 4878's
Bro. Denis Grady's Franciscans & Friends for a photo
session to promote the group and it's Catholic Music mission.

Twelve New Knights from the Calgary Area
Districts 22 to 30

State Deputy Elect Neil Gannon with his wife
Cecile at State Convention Social Friday April 24,
2009

Installation of New District Deputies held at St.
Mary’s Parish, Red Deer on June 27, 2009 .
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From the State Church Director
By Lou Normand

j

orthy Grand Knights,

As you plan your new Columbian year activities,
please remember to include some of the following
actions relating to Church activities. This is a key
area of activity that many Knights are looking for in
their councils. Don’t disappoint them.
1. Support the parish priest in his ministry in the
parish. Grand Knight and key officers meet
with priest to ask him “What can we do to help
with your ministry in the parish?” Knights are
the “strong arm of the Church.”

Knights to enroll in the Guild by accessing the
Supreme website to enroll. They receive information, submit prayer intentions and report favors.
6. Support the Keep Christ in Christmas pro
gram.
- Sponsor billboards, bus signs or lawn
posters.
God Bless you and your councils
Lou Normand

2. Grand Knight should appoint a Church Di
rector to coordinate Church activities.
3. Support vocations through
- Prayer. Include the vocations prayer after
the opening prayer for council meetings.
This prayer is on the back of the council
prayer card.
- Support the Pennies for Heaven program.
- Use the RSVP program. Refund Support
Vocations Program.. Supreme reimburses
$100 for every $500 provided to a
seminarian.
4. Support religious devotions
- Include the Formation program produced
by our Chaplain Father Rosenbaum at all
council meetings.
- Arrange a Marian devotion for “Our Lady
of Guadalupe” or organize a Marian Mass in
May.
- Encourage other devotions such as adora
tion of the blessed Sacrament and praying
the rosary.
- Support purchase and distribution of Mass
Times Booklets.
5. Support the Father Michael McGivney Guild.
The Guild serves as a clearing house for information and materials relating to Father McGivney and his cause for sainthood. Encourage all
Page 8
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From the State Mass Times Booklets Chair-

From the State Vocations Chairman

By Ed Matheson

By Ed Matheson

Mass Times Booklet Project

W

June 2009
orthy District Deputies
Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries

As indicated in the May State Affairs, the Mass
Times Project will be accomplished with an issue for
the 2010-2011 period.
Councils should determine how many books they
need for their families and send in their cheque as
you order and you will get them either at or before
the Convention.
Note that the largest cost is for the PRINTING and
we cannot keep the company waiting till we get all
the money collected. So please, decide on your order now, send in your check and we will deliver as
soon as we get the books.
As indicated in the May State Affairs you will be
getting an email from me as soon as I receive the
new Roster, so please read it and act on it.
Thank you & JUST DO IT !!
Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:
Date:
Number of Booklets Required:

Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to:
K of C Council 4530
18415- 80 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8
Ed Matheson
(780) 487-6484 (H), 717-2123 (C), 487-9586 (F)
Email: edmath@telus.net
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Important

W

Vocations
Important

Important
August 2009

orthy Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries

RSVP. For every $500 given to a seminarian and reported to Supreme will get you $100 back to build up for
another seminarian. Also there is a large number of
Seminarians in St. Joseph Seminary and other Seminaries across Canada and many need our help. So continue
the fundraising program for your Seminarian(s) today.
EVERY COUNCIL IS URGED TO PARTICIPATE.
VOCATIONS AWARENESS IN SCHOOLS is of
utmost importance for our CHILDREN. Good Luck
with your ideas to increase participation efforts to help
the Children understand what it means to be a Priest,
Sister, Brother, Deacon or dedicated to a Religious Life
in the Church.
We have made a change in the Project Description to
focus on only 3 grades in the schools; Grades 4, 5 and 6.
See an update to section O in the Grand Knight Manual
and the supporting letter distributed with the May 2009
State Affairs. A main result is to display all the products
by the children in Churches, Community Halls and
places where the people gather so that people will be
able to see what our children are thinking about with
respect to a Religious Vocation. The top choices can be
sent to State Office so that winning prizes can be given
to the students of exceptional art or article. Any questions email me.
PENNIES FOR HEAVEN: Please aim at getting your
cheque into State early in December 2009 to meet our
commitment to the jurisdiction dioceses.
And as always, thank you & JUST DO IT!!
God Bless
Ed Matheson
(780) 487-6484 (H), 717-2123 (C), 487-9586 (F)
Email: edmath@telus.net
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From the Charitable Foundation

(Continued from The Agency, page 6)

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson declared that renewal of the Order’s top ratings is especially significant in the current economic environment. “Our
history of careful management and our conservative
investment practices made all the difference when
last year’s sever downturn punished virtually every
financial services company. The wisdom of that
approach is now affirmed by the decision by A.M.
Best and Standard & Poor’s to reaffirm their highest
ratings for us. Our mission, to provide financial security for our members and their families with topquality insurance products, remains our number one
priority.”
Over the past decade, the amount of Knights of Columbus insurance in force has more than doubled, to
$71 billion. The Knights of Columbus is also certified by the Insurance Marketplace Standards Association (IMSA) fo ethical and honest business practices. It is one of only four U.S. insurers with both
IMSA certification and top ratings from S&P and
A.M. Best, and the only insurance company in Canada to do so. Additionally, the Knights of Columbus has donated more than $1.325 billion to charity,
and provided nearly 626 million hours of volunteer
service in support of charitable initiatives worldwide.
Fraternally,
Marc Bouchard
General Agent

By Julito R. Reyes, PSD, President of the ACF

A

t the June 29, 2009 meeting of the Alberta
Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation
Board of Directors held in Red Deer, I was privileged
and honoured to be elected President for the Columbian
Year 2009-2010. It would also be a great honour to be
working side by side with the newly elected State Deputy, Brother Neil Gannon, General Agent, Brother Marc
Bouchard and Master, Sir Knight Larry Boland.

On behalf of the ACF Board of Directors and our members, I would like to thank Brother Leo Klein, PSD, for
his utmost contribution and commitment to the cause of
the Foundation for serving as President for the last 3
years. Job well done, Worthy Past President Leo!
I would also like to congratulate the newly elected officers: Brother Robert Kruchten of Red Deer, VicePresident, Brother Daniel Barth, PSD of Calgary, Secretary, Brother Dave Phillips of Edmonton, Treasurer. Returning Directors are Past State Deputies: Brothers
Charles Pratt of Calgary, Urbain Zak of Red Deer and of
course, Leo Klein of Calgary. Our regions are well represented by the returning directors: Brothers Randy
Yatscoff of Edmonton area, Willis Winter of Calgary
area, Grant Mann of Northern area and Robert Kruchten
of Southern area. Returning appointed Directors are
Brother Marc Bouchard, General Agent and Brother
Dave W. Phillips. As the newly elected State Deputy,
Brother Neil Gannon will sit as our Chairman of the
Board of Directors. To all of you, welcome to our Foundation Team 2009-2010! May we have a fruitful and
rewarding year working for the good of our Order in this
great province!
Each and every one of us has so much to do and contribute in our province—the 4 pillars of the Knights of Columbus: the State Council, the Fourth Degree, the Bouchard Agency and the Alberta Knights of Columbus
Charitable Foundation.
Your Foundation will continue to support our on-going
projects namely, the St. Joseph Seminary and Newman
Theological College (Edmonton) and St. Mary’s University (Calgary).
Although our Foundation had designated to support the
construction of the new St. Joseph Seminary as our primary charitable organization for the next 5 years, council
may initiate requests for donation as outlined in the
Grand Knight’s Manual.
We will continue to pursue the challenge to generate
funds to increase our investment fund where the interests
(Continued on page 11)
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From the Basketball Free Throw Chairman

From the Wheelchair Foundation

By John Mommersteeg

By Jerry O’Connor, State Wheelchair Foundation Chairman

A

ll councils should the Knights of Columbus
Free Throw Championship as part of their
council program for the 2009-2010 Columbian
Year. The Youth Program is a great way to promote
the Knights of Columbus service in Alberta and the
Northwest Territories. The program is for boys and
girls aged ten to fourteen years old.
In September, I will send Free Throw Championship
registration forms to each Grand Knight and each
District Deputy. Watch for my letter in your email
or land mail.
Ensure that you include the Free Throw Championship as part of your Council program plan for this
year.
For more information about the Free Throw Championship, you can visit the Knights of Columbus
Supreme Council website at www.kofc.org.
Please call John Mommersteeg at 780-473-0763
with any questions or send an email message to
jmommer@telusplanet.net.
John Mommersteeg
(continued from Charitable Foundation, page 10)

would continue to support the ever growing need of worthy causes and to fund the operations of our Red Deer
Knights of Columbus office.
I urge you all to continue to support the Bouchard
Agency and discuss with their insurance advisors their
products and on how you could give gifts through will,
bequests, cash donation or donations of cashable item
such as stocks and bonds, property and insurance policies
with cash value and naming our Foundation, the Beneficiary. Planned giving is a win-win situation for all.
Your insurance advisor will discuss with you in the privacy of your home the tax benefits and of course, you
will experience the joy of the gift that keeps on giving
and in knowing that our Foundation would be great steward of your gifts! So, please contact your insurance
agent now!

j

orthy Brother Knights

Along with the beginning of a new Columbian Year
comes new challenges. You are reminded that nothing is
impossible for a “culture of family” of which all Knights
of Columbus belong to. I want to thank all of the councils who were fortunate enough last year to have been in
a position to have donated (our first year) to the Wheelchair Foundation Program on behalf of the Order. Your
kind donations and generosity allowed our jurisdiction to
officially get us on the map and be recognized throughout the Order.
As we are all aware, poverty is a 365 day ongoing experience for too many of our world and for that reason
we as caring Knights of Columbus must never forget to
take up where we left off with the passing and coming of
each and every year. As we begin this new year, perhaps
it may be a good time for those councils who have yet to
have donated a wheelchair to consider putting this item
into their annual budget. As your Wheelchair Foundation Chairman representative of our proud Order, it is my
duty and commitment to remind all of my Brother
Knights that this is now a yearly program and in order
for it to succeed, we will need your support each and
every year.
I once again remind and encourage all councils to please
commit to viewing the videos that have been distributed
to all councils and Grand Knights by now. This would
be an excellent way to start off this Columbian Year.
There is no known device that has yet been invented in
my opinion that can possibly measure the incredible
amounts of hope and dignity that are given to children
and people of poverty each time your generous support
for this wheelchair program is offered. On behalf of all
who suffer in this world, please accept my sincere thanks
and gratitude for your continued support and generosity
of this program.
Wishing you and your councils all the best and successes
in your endeavors for the coming Columbian Year.
Jerry O’Connor

Have a great Columbian Year!
Julito Reyes, PSD
State Affairs, Volume 13, Number 1, August 2009
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Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

November 7, 2009

Edmonton,

November 14, 2009

Peace River

June 2009
Lee Leslie
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312

November 28, 2009

Calgary

February 6, 2010

Barrhead

July 2009
Joachim & Victoria Lukomwa
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312

March 6, 2010

Fort McMurray

March 7, 2010

Lethbridge

March 13, 2010

Edmonton

Our prayers to the family of Emmerson Smith
who passed away July 9, 2009 Emmerson was
a FDD and was part of the Membership team.

March 20, 2010

Wainwright

April 10, 2010

Red Deer

Our prayers to the family of Jim Myhre whose
father passed away August 18, 2009

April 24, 2010

Grande Prairie

May 22, 2010

Calgary

May 29, 2010

Fort Sask/Sherwood Park

Winners of the Standing Holy
Family Statue

CONDOLENCES

Calendar of Events
Aug 22, 2009
Annual State Golf Tournament, Olds
David Dicknoether, (403) 556-2743
skddicknoether@hotmail.com
May 14-16, 2010
Annual State Council Meeting (Convention)
Lethbridge Felix Michna
(403) 381-6422
2010 State Hockey Tournament
This event in now available to all Councils
2010 State Curling Bonspiel
St. Albert the Great Council, Calgary
March 12 & 13, 2010
2011 State Curling Bonspiel
Leduc Council #7061
More information to follow
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Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

October 17, 2009

Red Deer

October 24, 2009

Airdrie

November 21, 2009

Medicine Hat

November 28, 2009

Edmonton

April 17, 2010

Airdrie

May 1, 2010

Calgary
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca
Message from the State Deputy

October 2009
Message from the State Chaplain

“Year of the
Volunteer”

“We all are called to
be Saints”
Neil C. Gannon

S

upreme Knight Carl Anderson has declared
“Year of the Volunteer” as the theme for the
2009-10 membership campaign. This theme is a call
to service by not only asking knights and their families to serve, but to encourage them to bring men
with a similar commitment into this great Order of
ours.
Membership is the very lifeblood of our Order. We
need a constant influx of active new members with
fresh ideas to serve the mission of the Knights of
Columbus. And when a new member joins, it is imperative that we make him feel welcome and get
him involved in council activities to ensure that he
becomes an active member.
I urge all members in our jurisdiction; in our Councils, in our Assemblies, in our Agency and in our
Foundation, to join together in asking eligible men
to join us in service to God, Church and fellowmen.
Thank you, Brothers, and may God bless you and
your families.
Neil Gannon
State Deputy

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

D

ear Brother Knights:

October! Our thoughts go to our Lady and the Mysteries
of the rosary. During this year of the priest we will offer
our daily rosary for our priests and support them in their
work and strive with them together for a holy life because we all are called to be saints.
The activities which are laundered for the education of
priests started with the Gala Dinner last month for St.
Joseph’s Seminary and Newman Theological College. I
was privileged to attend this event. Guest speaker was
his Eminence Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.,
Archbishop of Chicago, and IU. He made many points
and spoke very fast, but one point stuck in my mind that
to be able to be a missionary to the modern world, a solid
theological knowledge was absolutely necessary. He
reminded me of St. Vincent Pallotti, the founder of my
society, when he was asked why he made his doctorate in
philosophy and theology he answered that “I can preach
better”.
Soon the snow will come if you have nothing better to
do: Study your Religion.
With blessings to you and your families.
Vivat Jesus!
Fr. Henry Rosenbaum, SAC
State Chaplain

B

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Gary Johnson

By Phil Birch

rother Knights,

Thanks to all of you who came out to the Regional Seminars held throughout our jurisdiction over the past three
months! And, sincere thanks to all State Board members, Directors, Chairpersons, the Foundation, the Fourth
Degree and our Fraternal Benefits Advisors for being
part of these informative seminars!
Grand Knights, please remember that your District Deputy is our State Deputy’s personal representative and it is
important that all Council Officers and members familiarize themselves with the respect due to the District
Deputy. The District Deputy should always be properly
attired when attending meetings, should be seated in
front near the Grand Knight, should always be called
upon to speak and all members should rise when he is
introduced. He should always be seated at the head table
at any Council function even if he is not on the speaking
program. The District Deputy should be in regular contact with all Grand Knights in his District and he should
insure that he is available to you when you call upon him
for assistance.
And please do not forget any State Board members who
may be a member of your Council or any Board member
who may be in attendance at you meeting. As Stated in
your Grand Knight Handbook, a District Deputy or State
Board Officer should be accorded the same courtesies as
those recommended for the State Deputy. A District
Deputy or State Board member belonging to your Council may choose not to be introduced and place at the front
near the Grand Knight but they should be asked prior to
the commencement of the meeting.
And remember, that if you have any District Scholarship
winners from your council, the Grand Knight along with
his District Deputy should arrange to present the cheque
to the winner before or after a Church Mass in their area
and that they read the letter that provides information on
our scholarship program. We will be forwarding a letter
along with each winner’s cheque to the Grand Knight of
the Council that the father or grandfather of the winner
belongs to. Please feel free to call on me at any time if
you require more information.
Again I would like to wish each and every one of you
success during this Columbian Year!
Vivat Jesus!

B

rothers,

Charities Appeal tickets are now out to councils.
This is a great source of revenue for your council.
The Council makes 50% of the profit on every ticket
sold. They are easy to sell or buy a book for your
family. I encourage every council to get involved!
Last year, 32 councils failed to take advantage of
this revenue source.
At present time, over $102,000 is available for
councils to spend on Charities Appeal projects. All
you have to do is decide on a worthwhile charitable
donation and send in a request to the State Treasurer
for your share of the available funds.
It is noted that 79 councils have not submitted their
Semi-Annual Audit report as of August 2009. It is
very important for the benefit of the Financial Secretary and Treasurer that this report be submitted.
These individuals are bonded in case of any missing
funds, but only if the Semi-Annual Audit report is
submitted. It is not too late to make your submission.
Speaking of report submission, 47 councils have not
submitted their Officers Chosen for the Term report
185. This report is important to ensure that you are
receiving all of the information that Supreme sends
out on a regular basis.
The Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity (1728) is
coming up for submission at the end of January.
This report is important for maintaining our charitable status and it is easy to complete. Just have the
various directors and chairman advise the Financial
Secretary of how much time was spent on the various activities that the council has been involved in.
In this way, the load is light and the burden easy.
Vivat Jesus
Phil Birch
State Treasurer

Gary Johnson
State Secretary
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By William J. Smith

By Ronald Schuster

N

ext month is November a time when we remember those who have fought to provide the way of
life we have in Canada. Remembrance Day is a time to
reflect what we take for granted. The freedom we have
provides us the opportunity to enjoy our families and
friends in am comfortable atmosphere. It provides us the
opportunity to give our families a chance to grow without fear in an environment better than our ancestors had,
whether it was here in Canada or in a foreign land. We
are a melting pot of cultures, religions and races, but
work as one team to make Canada the best place on earth
for our families—ourselves, spouses, children, grandchildren and friends. Please take the time next month to remember.
Our fraternal year has begun, so our councils should be
well on their way to meeting their goals. For incoming
Grand Knights, review any bylaws that your council has.
They are not required as we operate under the Supreme
Constitution Laws, but many councils often have resolutions and bylaws that deal with something specific to
their activities. If you are considering new bylaws please
check to ensure they do not conflict with Supreme.
The Grand Knights Manual is a guideline for all councils. As a guideline there are often interpretations with
the wording. If you have any questions, please contact
any of the State Board and we will provide the guidance
you need. Each council has a State contact or resource
as referenced on pages 102-104 in the Roster. If you
cannot reach your resource, please feel free to contact
another. We are a team and will work together to help
you.
As winter is coming closer, please take care when traveling. Speed limits are posted to optimum conditions.
Check in advance for long trips to make sure the weather
is clear for you to reach your destination without difficulty.
Remember our families during thanksgiving and our
armed forces during Remembrance Day activities.
William Smith
State Advocate
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B

rother Knights,

I would like to thank all the District Deputies who
organized the Annual Seminars through-out our great
jurisdiction in August and September. They were extremely well attended by Grand Knights, Financial Secretaries and many members. The State Board was extremely pleased with the turn out which only proves how
close our Unity and Fraternalism is in the Knights of Columbus. All our meetings started on time and finished on
time, enabling us to have lunch and enjoy everyone’s
company and story telling.
We have elected outstanding leaders for our Councils
which will go a long way in the success for all our programs, recruiting and working for the needy in our
Charitable functions. I would like to remind all the
Grand Knights of our councils to have your executive
meetings before your general meeting with the members
in order to make sure that all important issues are dealt
with in order that your Agenda can move along in an
appropriate manner. This will keep your meetings on
time and give you the time to enjoy fraternalism after
each meeting. Please make sure that your Fraternal
Benefits Advisor is notified of your meetings. They will
bring you new members as well as keeping you abreast
of new programs, etc.
I would also like every member of the Knights of Columbus to pray for all our priests and bishops in this time
of need. They need our support more now than ever.
Reach out to your priest and offer him your assistance
and prayers.
God bless you and your families.
Ron Schuster
State Warden

Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can submit to the state office though
email at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg
format please. Please provide a brief
description of picture.
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From the Master of the Fourth Degree

From the State Financial Secretaries Chairman

By Larry Boland

By Ed Matheson

A

promise long forgotten

There I was at an installation of the Grande Prairie Assembly at Fairview when it was announced that we
would say the Rosary for a sick Brother of Assembly
0008 right after Mass. Lady Corelene pulled out her Rosary but a Knight of Columbus who promised to always
carry his Rosary with him could not produce it. Yours
truly felt a might uncomfortable.
I am not sure if I was alone in not having my Rosary
with me but I sure got to thinking of the many excuses I
could rattle off for not having it with me. Not one solid
reason, just excuses.
It was a promise I intended to keep and you know there
are a lot of promises that I, we made when we traveled
the path to Knighthood. The drive home on Monday
gave me time to think about our pledge of Charity,
Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. I got to thinking. Was
I really living up to these promises? How about obedience? How was I doing with this one?
Then I remembered that last spring our Ceremonials Director Danny Barth invited me to his Assembly to do the
Ceremonial for renewal of Obligations. I realized now
just how fortunate we are to have this Ceremony to keep
us on the right track.
This Ceremony can be done by the Master, Former Master, Faithful Navigator or Past Faithful Navigator, with
written permission from the Master. It should be done in
January or your first meeting following.
I am ordering copies of this ceremony for each Assembly
and will mail it to you. I cannot be at every meeting. I
will ask the Faithful Navigators to take on this challenge
and allow the Sir Knights in your Assembly to benefit
from the Ceremonial for Renewal of Obligations. I will
send letters of authorization to those requesting them.
As for me, it is Wednesday already and as soon as I send
this article off I am going up to get my Rosary and put it
in my pocket. Good intentions just aren’t enough. Our
promises require action.
Vivat Jesus!
Larry Boland
Master of the Fourth Degree
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W

orthy Financial Secretaries

You should now have your new 2010 Membership Cards
for either printing locally on your private system or
sheets of Form 4817 Member Billing Membership Cards.
If not, review the Financial Secretary Supplies on page
19, 20 & 21 of the Supply Catalogue 2009. While you
are at it check the rest of the items on those 3 pages and
get the supplies you need.

Ensure all your members know about the following: Accidental Death Insurance is effective for both Knights
and Wives with PAID UP Dues. Advise every member that has not paid. This insurance message s so
important that I will repeat it in every State Affairs.
God Bless, thank you & JUST DO IT!
Ed Matheson
(780) 487-6484 (H), 717-2123 (C) ,487-9586 (F)
E-mail: edmath@telus.net
From the State Communications & PR Director

I

By Ferdie Mendita

wish each and everyone a Happy and Blessed
Thanksgiving. We give thanks to our Lord for the
wonderful and countless blessings he has given not only
to our families but to the Knights of Columbus itself,
which consists of great members who share their time
and talents for the Good of the Order.

Our newly revised website for the Alberta/Northwest
Territories State Council has been completed although
more contents need to be put in.
Please visit
www.kofc.ab.ca to take a look at our new website design; this site will give up to date information on our jurisdiction as well as links to Catholic information.
Once again, I am encouraging all councils to create their
own website as this is a great means of communication
to each and every member. We will have our 2nd website contest for next year’s State Annual Convention as
well as the ongoing Newsletter contest.
Best Wishes and May God bless you
and your families.
Ferdie Mendita
State Communications &
PR Director

State Affairs, Volume 13, Number 2, October 2009

From the State Program Director

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Willis Winter

By Barney Markowski

W

elcome back!

By now, all councils should have held their first council
meetings, submitted all the necessary forms to Supreme,
and set their goals for this Columbian year.
The State Leadership Seminars have now been held
throughout the jurisdiction. One of the items covered
was the submission of the Service Program Personnel
Report Form (# 365) to the Supreme Office. This form is
the first requirement to be met in attaining the Star Council, Columbian, Father McGivney, and Founder’s
Awards. By submitting this form, your Directors will
receive information on the programs that they will be
involved in to aid them in their endeavors. Worthy
Grand Knights, please ensure that your council has submitted Form # 365 to the Supreme Office.
A thriving council depends on council members being
informed of planned events and actively participating in
these events. Their involvement promotes the Catholic,
family, and fraternal goals of the service programs. It
also gives members a reason to stay involved with their
council and encourages new members to join our order.
As you plan events for this Columbian year, determine
which ones you wish to submit for consideration at the
State level. The event chairman should complete the
State Service Program Awards Entry Form (# STSP) in
preparation for entering the event into the State Service
Awards Program.
By participating in the Service Awards Program, you are
able to share your ideas and accomplishments with your
brother Knights in other councils. Sharing of your
achievements is a great way to contribute to the success
of our fraternal organization in this Columbian Year.
Let’s share!
Vivat Jesus
Willis Winter
State Community Director
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Please, I need your Help!
We have 160 Councils - only 73 donated to date.
We have 34 Assemblies - only 3 donated to date.
We have 4 Chapters - only 1 has donated to date.
We have 18 Squire Circles - no donations.
There are over 300 Parishes - only 1 parish contributes.
Less that 2 months remain for this year’s contributions.
Remember, all councils voted to support vocations and
that each Diocese receive equal funding.
Please help with your donation, big or small.
Please mail cheques to the Red Deer State Council office
at #4, 5579 - 47 Street, Red Deer, AB, T4N 1S1.

Barney Markowski
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the AlbertaNorthwest Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Deadline
for submissions is the 15th day of the month prior to
publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Ferdinand Mendita
164 Ormsby Rd East, Edmonton, AB T5T 5T3
E-Mail: ferdiemendita@shaw.ca Telephone:
(780) 483-0997
State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca
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From the State Membership Director—South

I

By Jim Myhre

n October, all Councils are asked to conduct a
Blitz for new members. A Parish membership
drive is an ideal opportunity to reach Catholic men
that are qualified prospects. Your level of success
will depend on how well organized you are and on
how well you execute your plan.
1. Obtain your pastor’s approval to hold a membership drive at all masses on the target weekend.
Ask your pastor to identify possible prospects.
2. Financial Secretaries insure quantities of Prospect Cards (#921A) and Membership Documents (#100) are on hand.
3. Have a display that highlights your Council’s
activities and the benefits of membership. Include handouts with information on your council
and copies of your council newsletter.
4. Present materials to men as they enter the
Church. Have teams of two or three Brother
Knights at each door before Mass to distribute
flyers and prospect cards.
5. Arrange for the pastor, Grand Knight and Membership Director to make a brief announcement
before or after Mass.
6. Have Knights at church exits after Mass to answer questions, collect Prospect Cards and assist
interested prospects in completing Membership
documents.
7. After the event, deliver the Membership documents and completed Prospect Cards to the
Membership Director for follow-up. Prospects
who sign Membership Documents should be immediately informed of their meeting with the
Admission Committee and the First Degree Exemplification.
I wish you and your councils every success with
your membership drive.
Fraternally,
Jim Myhre
State Membership Director - South
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From the Agency
By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

F

or this month’s column, I thought a little “Life Insurance 101” might be beneficial.

Whole life insurance is the most basic plan of permanent
life insurance protection and calls for premiums to be
paid for your entire life or to age 100. You may also
consider another permanent life insurance product - one
with guaranteed cash values - that offers a limited period
of premium payments. The Knights of Columbus offers
three permanent life insurance products for which premiums do not have to be paid for all of life.
“Twenty Pay Life” is exactly as the name suggests: a
permanent plan with premiums payable for 20 years.
After the premiums are paid for the 20years, the plan is
“paid up” and no more premiums are due. Unlike its
term counterpart, however, the plan stays in force, the
death benefit remains intact and the guaranteed cash
value continues to grow.
Another such plan is our “Life Paid Up at 65.” With this
permanent product you pay premiums until you reach
age 65. Then, premiums stop (just in time for retirement), but the plan remains very much in force.
Finally, the ultimate in limited pay is our Single Premium Life product. Imagine buying life insurance - permanent life insurance - and only paying one single premium? It’s possible.
Your agent has detailed information on all of these products. At your convenience, they can meet with you and
your wife to perform a free, custom-tailored needs analysis, to help determine which of our many life insurance
products is right for you and your family.
For the name and phone number of your agent, please
call the Alberta Regional Office at 403-343-222.

Marc Bouchard
General Agent
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Annual Bishops Outdoor Mass and Fundraiser for the Father Lacombe Seniors’ Care Centre, hosted by District 28, was held September 13, 2009. Pictured are the event’s hard working volunteers.

Council 6563’s Welcome Back Barbecue. Pictured is Kevin LaGrange; Member of Council 6563, State Supplies Chairman and self
proclaimed master chef.

Recovery of Charter Grand Knight, Lorne Dowling’s sword . Presented by Ray Khuller to Council 4878. Accepting the sword from
left to right: Charter Member John Wojtowicz and Grand Knight
Mike Driscoll.

29th Annual Lorne Dowling Bursaries hosted by Council 4878 on
September 21, 2009. The four recipients from left to right: Kaitlin
Cotter, James Walshe, Jan-Nicole Recarro and Nicole Phaneuf (not
pictured).

Grand Knight Ray Martin of Council 7432 presenting Knights of
Columbus State Scholarship cheque to Nicole Quinn.
State Affairs, Volume 13, Number 2, October 2009

First Degree held on October 5, 2009 by St. Bonaventure Council
7432. This First Degree produced 11 new Knights from four Councils: Council 7432, Council 8258, Council 8636 and Council 14746.
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From the State Church Director

From the State Family Director

By Lou Normand

By Vince Reyes

W

orthy Grand Knights,

Family of the Year

As we start the new Columbian Year, please remember
to include some activities to focus on our spiritual life of
prayer; this should include the opening and closing
prayers, perhaps you want to include the prayer for vocations, this can easily be added after the opening council
prayer. This prayer activity is what many Knights are
looking for in their councils. Don’t disappoint them.

At the Council level, to be chosen as the “Family of the
Year” is an honour and achievement. At the State level,
to be selected as the Family of the Year is an icing on the
cake, so to speak. At the Supreme level, to be recognized as one of the top five international winners by a
panel of judges appointed by the Supreme Knight is definitely a WOW!

•

Such was the story of the LaGrange Family, namely
Kevin and Shauna and their four beautiful children Andrew, Adam, Carlena and Lance - when they were
awarded as Second Runner-up for the International family of the Year for Columbian Year 2008-2009.

•
•

Include the Formation Program produced by our
Chaplain Father Rosenbau, at all council meetings.
Arrange a Marian devotion for “Our Lady of Guadalupe” or organize a Marian Mass in May.
Encourage other devotions such as adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament and praying the rosary.

Here is a little quote from an unknown Saint on the
Power of Prayer: “More things are wrought by prayers
than this world dreams of. If God let us see all the difference every one of our prayers makes, throughout all
of history and all humanity, we would probably be unable ever to get up off our knees again!”
God Bless you and your councils.
Lou Normand
State Church Director

From the Charitable Foundation
By Julito R. Reyes, PSD, President of the ACF

W

orthy Brother Knights:

Thank-you for Your Past Support. I would like to begin by reminding you that during the 2008 calendar year,
our Foundation donated a total amount of $88,243. 22 to
many worthy charitable causes in our jurisdiction- for a
detailed listing please refer to Business Session Reports
of the 99th Annual State Council Meeting in Red Deer pages 135 & 136.
It is also important to note that the $88,243.22 of donations made by our Foundation came from specified donations from the Alberta councils, income earned on the
Foundation’s capital fund, the Christopher Fund and our
Annual Charity’s Appeal campaign. The Annual Charities Appeal campaign is a tremendous fund-raiser for us
all to support local charities, development of state programs and support for worthy charitable causes of our
Foundation. Therefore, it is imperative that all councils

In a memorandum issued by Robert J. Ennis, Director of
Fraternal Operations and Programs, he emphasized that
“each of the families deserves recognition for the fine
work done on behalf of Church and Community and the
example you provide to all of us.”
In addition to this prestigious award, the Supreme Council, on behalf of the LaGrange family, donated $500.00
to St. Mary’s Catholic Church, located in Red Deer, Alberta.
Here’s a few insights to the LaGrange family:
• An active Knight for 25 years, Kevin served as a
Treasurer for 10 years with Sacred Heart Council
3408; transferred to the Lady of Victory Council
6563 where his three sons are also active members;
is the Council Membership Director; Fourth Degree
member; State Supplies Chairman for the last 6
years.
• Their three sons will be joining the Fourth Degree
Exemplification on October 17, 2009
• The better-half, Shauna, has been involved with the
Knights of Columbus for the last 20 years. Currently, she is the State Executive Secretary. Their
Continued on page 10

Continued on page 10
Page 8
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From the State Mass Times Booklets Chairman

From the State Vocations Chairman

By Ed Matheson

By Ed Matheson

W

Mass Times Booklet Project
orthy District Deputies
Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries

Councils should determine how many books they need
for their families and send in their cheques as you order
and you will get them either at or before the Convention.
Note that the largest cost is for PRINTING and we cannot
keep the company waiting till we get all the money collected. So please, decide on your order now, send in your
cheque and we will deliver as soon as we get the books.
I have received the new Roster, so I am working on a project to contact all councils.
Thank you again & JUST DO IT !!
Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to:
K of C Council 4530
18415- 80 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8
Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:
Date:
Number of Booklets Required:
Ed Matheson
(780) 487-6484 (H), 717-2123 (C), 487-9586 (F)
Email: edmath@telus.net

Important

W

Vocations
Important

Important

orthy Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries

RSVP. For every $500 given to a Seminarian and reported to Supreme will get you $100 back to build up for
another Seminarian. Also there is a large number of
Seminarians in St. Joseph Seminary and other Seminarians across Canada and many need our help. So continue
the fundraising program for your Seminarian (s) today.
EVERY COUNCIL IS URGED TO PARTICIPATE
VOCATION AWARENESS IN SCHOOLS is of utmost importance for our CHILDREN. Your Vocation
Chairman or someone should have already contacted
your schools and be working with someone to help the
children understand what it means to be a Priest, Sister,
Brother, Deacon or dedicated to a Religious Life in the
Church.
Reprint of the following on purpose. We have made a
change in the Project Description to focus on only 3
grades in the schools; grades 4, 5 &6. See an update to
section O in the GK Manual and the supporting letter
distributed with the May 2009 State Affairs. A main
result is to display all the products by the children in
Churches, Community Halls and places where the people gather so that people will be able to see what our
children are thinking about with respect to a Religious
Vocation. The top choices can be sent to State Office so
that winning prizes can be given to the students of exceptional art or article. Any questions email me.
PENNIES FOR HEAVEN: Please aim at getting your
cheque into State early in December 2009 to meet our
commitment to the jurisdiction dioceses.
And as always… Thank you & JUST DO IT!!
God Bless.
Ed Matheson
(780) 487-6484 (H), 717-2123 (C) , 487-9586 (F)
E-mail: edmath@telus.net
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(Continued from page 8)

•

only daughter, Carlena, provides support whenever
help is needed at the State Office.

Clearly, this family is a living testament to the eloquent
words of Pope john Paul II when he said: “To maintain a
joyful family requires much from the parents and the
children. Each member of the family has to become, in a
special way, the servant of others.”
Congratulations to the LaGrange family for this unprecedented award - by far, the highest recognition bestowed
by the Supreme Council to a family in the Alberta/
Northwest Territories jurisdiction. State Deputy Neil
Gannon recently remarked: “They came very close to
winning the top award.”
Reminder: Entries to the Family of the Month program,
signed by the Grand Knight, either submitted electronically or by fax, must reach the Supreme and State Councils by the 15th of the month designated on each individual form. From the Supreme Council, every month, 100
selected families will directly receive a beautiful Holy
Family gift with a personal letter of congratulations from
the Supreme Knight. From the State Council, one lucky
winner is drawn every month who will receive a Holy
Family gift together with a letter of
commendation from the State Deputy.
Vivat Jesus!
Vince Reyes
State Family Director

Continued from Foundation President, page 8

participate in this year’s selling of our Charities Appeal
tickets. Please be involved by assisting your council
ticket sales chairman by selling a booklet or buying it
yourself.
Foundation Survey. As you may be aware, our Foundation is committed to better communication with our
brother knights, however, we also strive to limit our
communication to what our members need to know
about our Foundation. To that end, the Foundation board
has developed a survey for our member that is being distributed through our State Office mailings to councils.
When your council receives the Foundation’s survey, I
encourage you to take time in completing it with your
members in attendance and submit it to us as soon as
possible. Based on the feedback we hope to better target
information to our members about our Foundation.

New 5 Year Focus for the Foundation. Construction of
new St. Joseph Seminary and Newman Theological College is now well under way at 8421-101 Avenue, Edmonton. This new building will stand as a landmark of
our Catholic faith on the Edmonton. Bishops from
throughout Western Canada will be sending young men
to St. Joseph’s Seminary to be formed as Catholic priests
for at least the next 50 years. Lay persons could also
enroll taking religious courses at the Newman Theological College. The Archdiocese of Edmonton officially
launched its fund raising campaign for the seminary and
college at a gala dinner on Tuesday, September 22, 2009
with Chicago Cardinal Francis George, president of the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, as the
guest speaker. There were 900 people at the banquet.
Your Foundation has designated St. Joseph Seminary as
the major focus for its donations for the next 5 Columbian years with a commitment of $20, 000.00 per year
which would total to $100,000.00. Over and above this
initial commitment I want all our brother knights and
councils to know that our Foundation is allowed to receive donations in all forms that could either be designated to capital fund or operating expenses of the seminary and college.
Building Our Capital Fund. To increase our capital
fund is a dream of any organization where only the income earned would continue to support worthwhile
charities and to fund any organization’s office and operating expenses. Could you imagine, year after year, if
only our members would name our Alberta Knights of
Columbus Foundation as their charity of choice for the
first $100 they earned each year . Just think of a scenario: 15,000 members x $100.00 each = $1.5 million.
The money could go to our capital fund and would be
invested prudently. Could you imagine what the interests would be like, year after year? Could you imagine
the number of worthy charitable causes that we could
support? Besides, each donor would receive an income
tax receipt. Then, it would be a win-win situation for
both the Knights of Columbus and the charities that we
support in our jurisdiction. Please give this your serious
consideration!
For more information about donating to our Foundation,
please contact our Foundation Treasurer, Bro. Dave
Phillips, phone: 780.434.4655- aphill@shaw.ca

Julito Reyes
Charitable Foundation President

Continued in next column
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From the Basketball Free Throw Chairman

From the Wheelchair Foundation

By John Mommersteeg

By Jerry O’Connor, State Wheelchair Foundation Chairman

T

he Knights of Columbus Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council sponsors the Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship in Alberta and the
Northwest Territories for boys and girls aged ten to fourteen years old. The annual competition begins in February 2010 and completes when the international champions are named in April. The championship includes four
levels of competition beginning with the Council competitions. The top three winners advance to the district
competitions and then to the regional competitions and
finally to the provincial competition.
There are 168 active councils in the state of Alberta/
Northwest Territories organized into thirty-five districts
and five regions. Each council provides funding for their
level of competition and shares in the cost of the district
and regional events. Each council also provided a registration fee ($75) to support the regional and provincial
events. The Provincial Free Throw Chairman provides
awards for all Regional and Provincial winners. Supreme Council provides the Free Throw Championship
Kits at no cost to each council, but the kits must be ordered from Supreme Council. Visit www.kofc.org to
order the kit as well as print off additional score sheets if
needed.
Over 137,000 boys and girls ages 10 to 14 took part in
the 36th Annual Knights of Columbus International Free
Throw Championship in 2009. Youth participated in
local, council, district, regional and provincial competition, seeing who could make the most baskets in twentyfive free throw attempts. Provincial winners had their
scores sent to the Supreme Council office where they
were reviewed to determine the best shooters in each age
division. Approximately 3,200 Knights of Columbus
councils hosted a competition in 2009.
In Alberta, sixty-six councils participated in the Free
Throw Championship representing twenty-seven districts
and all regions. An estimated 2,400 boys and girls participated in the local council competitions. I look forward to increased participation in 2010. Start planning
now and appoint your Council Free Throw Chairman.
Please call John Mommersteeg at 780-473-0763 with any
questions or send an email to jmommer@telusplanet.net.

John Mommersteeg
Basketball Free Throw Chairman
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D

ear Brother Knights:

As we gear up to full speed ahead for this Columbian
Year, I am most pleased to report that your individual
and council support continues to show your tremendous
enthusiasm and support for charity in our Order.
The Wheelchair Foundation Program continues to do
well and I extend my debt of gratitude and appreciation
to all for such encouraging support to people and children of poverty in the world.
To date, our Alberta/Northwest Territories jurisdiction
has donated $20,650 and continues to steadily incres.
The grand total in contributions to the Wheelchair Program thus far from all of the jurisdictions in Canada who
are participating stands at an astounding $319,266.
Special recognition and thanks are in order for the St.
Nicholas Byzantine Council #7659 of Calgary who donated $5,000 and also to the St. Martin of Tours Council
#14462 of Donnelly for their contribution of $3,000.
The Donnelly Council organized a community “fishing
derby” which encompassed the entire town and for their
successful effort by way of total community involvement, they are certainly deserving of such special recognition towards helping people of poverty.
This coming November, the Wheelchair Foundation is
conjunction with the Order of the Knights of Columbus
will be in full force in Mexico to present hundreds of
these wheelchairs to those people of poverty and all
thanks to you unselfish donations and acts of charity.
Many of our Knights from all over Canada and the U.S.
will be present to express out unity and charity via the
personal presentations of these wheelchairs.
My most profound expressions of thanks and gratitude
are offers to all my Brother Knights. Your continued
annual support of this wonderful worldwide humanitarian program in service to poverty and the disabled are
indeed an expression of hope and dignity to and for these
people.
God bless all Knights of Columbus and their families.

Jerry O'Connor
State Wheelchair Foundation Chairman
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Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

November 7, 2009

Edmonton,

November 14, 2009

Peace River

August 2009
John & Helan Jansen
Edmonton Council #13312

November 28, 2009

Calgary

February 6, 2010

Barrhead

September 2009
Lawrence & Elaine Rowan
Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064

March 6, 2010

Fort McMurray

March 7, 2010

Lethbridge

March 13, 2010

Edmonton

March 20, 2010

Wainwright

April 10, 2010

Red Deer

April 24, 2010

Grande Prairie

May 22, 2010

Calgary

May 29, 2010

Fort Sask/Sherwood Park

Winners of the Standing Holy
Family Statue

CONDOLENCES
Our prayers to the family of Joanne Beke who
passed away October 12, 2009. Joanne was the
mother of Brother Knight John Beke.
Our prayer to John McLellan and his family for
the passing of his sister Patricia Janisko.
Our prayers to the family of Richard (Dick)
White who passed away Oct 12, 2009.

Calendar of Events
May 14-16, 2010
Annual State Council Meeting (Convention)
Lethbridge Felix Michna
(403) 381-6422
2010 State Hockey Tournament
This event in now available to all Councils
2010 State Curling Bonspiel
St. Albert the Great Council, Calgary
March 12 & 13, 2010

Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

October 24, 2009

Airdrie

November 21, 2009

Medicine Hat

November 28, 2009

Edmonton

May 1, 2010

Calgary

2011 State Curling Bonspiel
Leduc Council #7061
More information to follow
When applying for Athletic events, please use the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK Manual.
Page 12
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca
Message from the State Deputy

December 2009
Message from the State Chaplain

“Keep Christ in
Christmas”

“Peace on Earth”
Neil C. Gannon

A

s Christmas is fast approaching, we must
reflect on the true meaning of Christmas,
“The Birth of Christ.”
Councils and Assemblies are encouraged to take
initiatives to remind everyone that there is much
more to Christmas than all of the commercial activities. All of us must do our part to make this Christmas season a time for spiritual rejoicing and keep
the true meaning of Christmas alive in our communities.
The first half of the Columbian Year has nearly
ended and we have so much to be thankful for. Let
us resolve to continue in God’s our in meeting our
respective goals for the greater good of our Order.
May this Christmas be a time of hope and happiness
for you and your families and may Our Lady of
Guadalupe and the Venerable Father Michael J.
McGivney watch over you and guide you in the
New Year.

Neil Gannon
State Deputy

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

A

new Church Year has begun and the Advent Season turns our minds toward Christ-

mas.

Bishop Henry once told a story of a little boy looking at the Baby Jesus in the manger and making the
astute observation “it did not grow since last year!”
That happens to us often on Christmas, we did not
grow in our understanding of Christ and the mystery
of his birth. We should really study the readings of
scripture during Advent and Christmastime to see
Christ grow and ourselves grow. The renowned
exegete Raymond E. Brown wrote some essays with
the title “An Adult Christ at Christmas.” He argues
that the resurrection story with all messianic glory is
already transferred into the Childhood narrative of
Matthew and Luke. Sine we read the gospel of
Luke this year it might guide us in a few points”
1. Bethlehem - City of David
2. Manger - Old Testament sign of God’s providence for his people to see (Is.1,3)
3. Annunciation by Angels to the shepherds: great
joy, peace on earth and birth of the Messiah.
4. The shepherds see and worship them, proclaim
and go home.
5. The only hearer who stays on is Mary. She ponders; she is the believer in Christ and the strong
support to the Apostles.
(Continued on page 2)

B

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Gary Johnson

By Phil Birch

rother Knights,

Thanks to all of you who came out with your Clergy
and Religious Leaders for our recent Padre Night at
St. Theresa’s Parish! And a special thanks to all of
those Brother Knights whom worked so hard to
make it a real success!

W

orthy Grand Knights and Financial
Secretaries,

I sincerely hope that your specific council’s activities this fall have been successful and that
Everything looks promising towards a great start to
2010!

We are approaching mid-term in our Columbian
year. In early January 2010, you are requested to
complete your semi-annual audit report and forward
this to Supreme. This is a one-page report of your
assets and liabilities, completed by the Financial
Secretary and submitted to the Trustees for review.
Also due at this time is your Survey of Fraternal Activities, which is required to maintain our Charitable
status.

And with 2010 in mind, we look forward to seeing
many of you at the District Deputy Meeting and
Past Deputy’s Ball on January 9-10, 2010 at the
Mayfield Inn in Edmonton!

The accuracy of this report is crucial to ensuring
your council gets credit for all the time and money
that it has contributed to various causes. It is noted
that a few councils still have not reported their activities for June 2009.

Well Brother Knights, the days are short and the
nights are long but on December 22, the days begin
getting longer and 3 days after that, we will all be
celebrating the birth of our saviour Jesus Christ!
Please keep those who are less fortunate than us in
your thoughts and prayers.
Sincere wishes to you and your family for the upcoming Christmas Season and the best of Health and
Happiness in the coming year!
Vivat Jesus!

Gary Johnson
State Secretary

(Continued from State Chaplain, page 1)

Just a little food for thought during the season.
May the Lord bless you and your families to grow in
the understanding of the Adult Christ at
Christmas.
Vivat Jesus!

Fr. Henry Rosenbaum, SAC
Page 2

The State Council Per Capita Assessment will be
billed in early January.
Our Order’s constitution explicitly states councils
are not to own property. I suggest this was intended to mean land and buildings, while owning
office equipment or grills etc for your kitchen are
probably permitted exceptions from the no property
rule.
Our constitution also requires that all Council holdings be recorded and tracked by the financial secretary. This means that your council is not to have
committees or groups with bank accounts that are
not under the direct control of the financial secretary. Any breach of these rules puts your council in
jeopardy of suspension by Supreme.
Assets owned by a legally registered Columbus
Club or similar entity are not subject to our constitution and therefore is not part of our audit.
Finally, my wife Mary and I would like to extend a
very Merry and Blessed Christmas to you and your
families. May your Council continue to
grow in the New Year.
Fraternally,

Phil Birch
State Treasurer
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By William J. Smith

By Ronald Schuster

C

hristmas Season is upon us. While the lights
and decorations are adding glitter to the
month of December, we must remember why this
holiday exists. Christmas Day celebrates the birth
of Christ, hence the wording of the holiday includes
his name. Many non-Christians refer this time of
year as the Festive Season, or Winter Holiday, but
without the birth of Christ they would not be enjoying the season. Part of keeping Christ in CHRISTMAS is speaking out and wearing your Christian
faith on your arm. We are all ambassadors of our
faith. Now is a good time to show it.
I have been honored over the past several weeks as
the State Representative at several banquets, masses
and celebrations. I have met many people who have
been members for years and new members who
bring a breath of fresh air and dynamics. The order
is doing well, and membership is growing. The
many new families we have added only show the
need for the Knights of Columbus to continue to
provide the programs to meet the needs of our families and communities. If you have time, please find
out what you can do for your council and community.
The State Convention may be a couple of months
away. You should be preparing for any resolutions
now to ensure they are sent to the Red Deer office
by the end of January. The format for the resolutions can be found in the previous years Convention
Business Session Books.
I wish you and your families a very Merry and Holy
Christmas. If you are traveling please drive carefully. We want to se you in the New Year.

M

essages, what are messages? They may be
written, spoken or may be another type of
communication. They may be an expression of ones
beliefs. As we attend our Council meetings and
Chapter meetings we are communicating in various
ways. It is up to the persons or organizations who
receive the communication to either act on it or not.
We have been asked by members of the Knights of
Columbus to support various organizations or projects that are important to the presenter otherwise
they would not bring these topics to our attention.
When I decided to ask for your vote as State Warden, I communicated to you that one of the most
important functions for me was to listen to Council’s concerns, bring them to the State Board for discussion and respond back to the Council that
brought the concern to me. I have had very few
Councils email me or contact me requesting assistance or concerns. Therefore this is just a reminder
that I am here to assist you as is all the State Board
with any concerns you may have.
I ask that you support your Brother Knights and
their Councils in their endeavors when they communicate their requests, one day you may ask them for
their support. The most important communications,
from me, is located at the bottom of this correspondence.
I WISH YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES THE
MOST BLESSED AND HOLY CHRISTMAS
EVER. GOD BLESS YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES.

Ron Schuster
State Warden

William Smith
State Advocate
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From the Master of the Fourth Degree

From the State Communications & PR Director

By Larry Boland

By Ferdie Mendita

A

re You Counting the Weeks?

As we head into January we sometimes have the
habit of counting down the number of meetings and
weeks before our term is up. Then we just might
start slowing down or even putting off completing
the tasks at hand. This is a sure sign of a disappointing year for you and your Assembly or Council.

There is so much time left in the Columbian Year to
take on new tasks and challenges. To review all the
policies and programs your Assembly has in place.
Start thinking about our Biennial Meeting coming
up in the spring. What new business do we need to
bring up?
Where can our Colour Party be participating this
spring? Graduations? Confirmations? Canada Day
Parades? Are you ready? Do we need practice and
training?
How do we get more members into the Honor
Guard/Colour Party? Lynch and Kelly in the U.S.
have complete regalia packages for $395.00 U.S.
Recruitment. There are several Exemplifications
planned beginning in January. There is no magic
number needed before we do an exemplification so
review the names of the prospect that may have
been put on hold. Don’t keep them waiting. Remember the candidate needs a tuxedo and accessories, but the do not need to buy the Honor Guard
Regalia.
Which Fourth Degree Knight will win the watch for
recruiting a new Fourth Degree Knight? It could be
you.
Don’t forget the socials with the ladies.
Get excited about the last half of your year and
make us all proud to be Fourth Degree Knights.

Larry Boland
Master of the Fourth Degree
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L

et Peace encircle the entire World!

As an appeal to all Brother Knights, we must continue to promote the “Keep Christ in Christmas”
program and let us remind our fellow Catholics and
Christians the true meaning of Christmas.
A reminder to all Council’s Grand Knights or Council’s Communication Directors to please provide
each Council a copy of your Newsletter and submit
a copy to you District Deputies and to myself. You
may send a copy to me by mail or email at ferdiemendita@shaw.ca. District Deputies will also be
provided with a copy of our State Newsletter, the
State Affairs, electronically or by mail. Please encourage all members to visit our newly revised website, www.kofc.ab.ca, you may register to subscribe
to our newsletter by creating your own account.
On behalf of my family and I, we wish everyone a
Blessed Christmas and Peaceful New Year. May
the Love of the Infant Jesus be in your hearts this
Christmas and throughout the New Year.
Vivat Jesus!

Ferdie Mendita
State Communications & PR Director

We’d like to wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
And to always remember that Jesus
Christ is the answer to a beautiful
Christmas.
Shauna & Stephanie

State Affairs, Volume 13, Number 3, December 2009

T

From the State Program Director

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Willis Winter

By Barney Markowski

he Christmas season is very near. How do
you proclaim the true meaning of Christ-

mas?

Many Councils in the Alberta/Northwest Territories
jurisdiction and throughout our Order participate in
“Keeping Christ in Christmas” Programs. Whether
you put up a billboard, display a banner on a playground fence or put a magnetic sign on your vehicle
to say “Keep Christ in Christmas”, each one serves
to remind all of us that Christmas is not a commercial. Nor is the exchange of gifts. Let’s all so our
part to make Christmas a spiritual, loving experience. Let’s rejoice that our Savior Jesus Christ was
born to redeem us into His Kingdom.
Please forward to me a copy of your event or program for “Keeping Christ in Christmas”. The sharing of your ideas with other councils is a great way
to build our Order and our faith.
Please remember to submit your State Program
entries to the Red Deer office by March 5, 2010.
Additional information will be provided in the next
issue of the State Affairs.
On behalf of my wife, Kathleen and our family, I
wish all of you peace, love and God’s Blessings for
Christmas and the New Year!

T

he above grand total will be reached within a
year. God bless all Councils who have so
generously donated to support vocations to priesthood and religious life - all 6 dioceses received
equal funding. For those Council who have not contributed, join our team on this important State Project so that we can achieve our goal. Hurry-Hurry;
please any amount appreciated.
Mail cheques to Red Deer Office re. Pennies for
Heaven by December 25th, 2009.

Merry Christmas
Barney Markowski
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

Vivat Jesus

Willis Winter
State Program Director

“I have came into the world as light, so
that everyone who believes in me might not
remain in darkness”
(John 12:46)
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tate Affairs is published by the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the AlbertaNorthwest Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Deadline
for submissions is the 15th day of the month prior to
publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Ferdinand Mendita
164 Ormsby Rd East, Edmonton, AB T5T 5T3
E-Mail: ferdiemendita@shaw.ca Telephone:
(780) 483-0997
State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca
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From the State Membership Director—North

From the Agency

By Max Ciesielski

T

he jurisdiction membership efforts to date
have been commendable. Congratulations to
District Deputies, Grand Knights and all Brother
Knights for taking the membership drive so seriously, recruiting new members and trying to reduce
suspensions. Our objective is to have every council
active and to attain their council quotas. We encourage every Grand Knight to make this a personal
commitment. With your dedication and drive, the
jurisdiction will accomplish this goal.

Suggestions for the Church Membership drive may
be timely: distributing information about the Order
and your Council at Church doors sounds like a
great idea. However, this does not always produce
the results we hope for. Asking for the prospects’
names and phone numbers, to be called later at
home and encouraging them to come to the Information Hour Meeting is the most effective way of recruiting. Form 100 is to be signed at this meeting.
The prospects must also be called and reminded a
day or two before the initiation. The best days of
the week for First Degrees are Saturday morning
and Sunday afternoon.
We wish you well in your efforts. Invite the State
Membership Team to assist you. Wishing you and
your loved ones a Holy Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year. May the peace of the new born
Christ be with you always.

Max Ciesielski
State Membership Director - North

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

RRSPs, TSFAs and Long Term Investments
Your Portfolio’s “Sure Thing!”

T

ake control of your retirement – establish a
retirement plan of your own. Here at the
Knights of Columbus, you can open a retirement
annuity for as little as $300. Consistent and disciplined savings placed into an annuity over time can
guarantee you at retirement an income that you cannot outlive. That guarantee – and the fact that no
one has ever lost money in a Knights of Columbus
annuity – really will provide you with peace of
mind.
To help you better understand and plan for the risks
you will be exposed to in retirement – from the risk
of living “too long” to the risk of needing costly
long-term care services, to the risk of inflation eroding the value of your income stream – we suggest
reading the booklet “Retirement Risk Matcher” published by the Life Insurance Market Research Association (LIMRA). To obtain your own free copy, email filed.mail@kofc.org and we’ll send one along.
As you ponder all the things that may not work out
as you proceed toward retirement, think about one
thing you can do to help yourself – a Knights of Columbus annuity. It’s reasonably priced ($300 to
start), guaranteed and controlled by someone you
trust – you!
Call your professional Knights of Columbus agent
today and talk about securing a comfortable and
worry-free retirement.
What works better for you?
Through our Single Premium
make one payment and select the
receiving benefits.
• Through our Flexible Premium
make periodic payments of as
want, for as long as you want.
•

Annuity, you
age you begin
Annuity, you
much as you

(Continued on page 14)
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In Picture from left to right: Kelly Sullivan, Michael
Anctil, DD #35 and Melicio Cabarloc Joe McKenna
Council #9502 doing Annual Highway Cleanup.

In Picture: Fr. Nelson Antao, SK Michelle Troiano, SK
Douglas Schiller; SK Len Mendes; Fr. Nelson Antao; SK
Jack Teunissen; SK Vivian Pinto and SK/FN Ron
Kaczmar Live Rosary at St. Albert the Great Parish

In Picture: Dave Phillips, Foundation Treasurer,
Archbishop Richard Smith, Neil Gannon, State Deputy
presenting Pennies for Heaven & $10,000 dollar cheque
from Foundation for new Seminary.

1st degree at St. Mary’s in Banff in picture Carlyle
Chung DD #25 and 11 new Knights

Archbishop Monahan 50th Council Anniversary Past
Grand Knights: front row Leo Bunz, John Woljtowicz,
Danny Barth, Gordon Finstad back row Ken Dorscher,
Henry Feddema, Bill Panko and Ray Khuller

New Squires Circle and the fifteen charter members following the October 24, 2009 Investiture in Grand Prairie
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State Board Christmas Party
December 5, 2009

Celebration honouring Queen of Martyrs at the Queen of
Martyrs Vietnamese Parish in Edmonton on November
15, 2009.

December 5, 2009, St. Bonaventure Council 7432 of District 28, held a First Degree and welcomed new Knights
Raymond Abbott, Daniel Contreras, Eric Dillman,
Johnny Dion, Rene Dion, Frank Molnar, Ricardo Macias
and Jim Jauch.

Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can submit to the state office though
email at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg
format please. Please provide a brief
description of picture.
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Bouchard Agency Christmas Party
December 12, 2009
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From the State Church Director

From the State Family Director

By Lou Normand

By Vince Reyes

rothers, as we journey through Advent towards the celebration of the birth of Our
Lord Jesus, I suggest you think forward towards the
New Year and think about one new resolution you
can do in the New Year.

“Jesus is the Reason for the Season”

B

1. You may want to consider a new prayer or devotion activity that your council can undertake
in the New year. Perhaps it is a Marian mass in
the month of May, or some other devotion to
Mary in May; if your council is not involved in
serving at Sunday mass, perhaps you can arrange with your pastor to have Knights perform
all services at one mass per month, perhaps lead
the way of the cross on Fridays in Lent ; I am
sure your executive committee could come up
with a suggestion to develop a stronger prayer
focus in your parish.
2. In your council meetings, is there a new initiative you can undertake to increase or improve
the prayer component of the meeting; perhaps
you are not using the Formation program which
is developed each year by our Chaplain Father
Rosenbaum; if you are not including it in your
meetings, I strongly urge to do so; your brothers
are looking for a spiritual component in the
meeting. Do so for the benefit of your brothers.
3. You can also easily include the prayer for vocations found at the back of the council prayer
card; pray this prayer right after the opening
prayer. In this year of the priest as stated by
Pope Benedict, it is really important for us to
pray for priestly vocations.
4. I hope the New Year will bring to fruition these
new resolutions.
In closing, may the Good Lord shower his blessings
on you and your families at this Christmas time and
during the whole year.
God Bless

Lou Normand

T

here is nothing more special, beautiful and
wonderful than Christmas!

For, on this day, is a reminder to all of us of God’s
greatest gift to human kind – which is Jesus Christ
himself! It is this greatest gift that demonstrates
God’s greatest love
for all of us.
Very clearly, “Jesus is the reason for the season.”
Therefore, let us “Keep Christ In Christmas.”
As a family, let us come and gather together, rejoice
and celebrate this most joyous occasion by giving a
part of ourselves, by giving the gift of love, to our
families, loved ones, friends, most specially to the
less fortunate, needy, oppressed, shut-outs, unemployed, homeless, depressed, sick, disadvantaged,
persecuted and to those who need compassion and
love in this trying and difficult time.
Admittedly, since this is a season of devotion and to
show our gift of love, that we are indeed “Men of
Peace and Hope,” there are some worthy activities
and projects that need our support and participation:
Hamper delivery to the needy spearheaded by the
Catholic Social Services on December 19th, at St.
Francis of Assissi Catholic Elementary School located at 6614-129 Avenue, Edmonton
• The Sign of Hope campaign
• Food Bank
• Volunteer work at the Marian Centre and other
community-service oriented groups
• The construction of Newman Theological
College/Seminary
• The construction of Corpus Christi Church in
Mill woods, Edmonton The lawn sign “Keep
Christ in Christmas” project of Monsignor
Malone Council No. 13312 (Edmonton).
Contact: G.K. Gregory Amerongen at
(780) 267-8266
(Continued on page 12)

Church Director
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From the Charitable Foundation

From the State Vocations Chairman

By Julito R. Reyes, PSD, President of the ACF

By Ed Matheson

ighlights of the Foundation 2009:

1. We had designated St. Joseph Seminary and
Newman Theological College as our major focus of
support for the next 5 Columbian years. We just fulfilled our commitment for the 1st year by donating
$20,000.00 and ultimately, our goal of $100,000.00
would be realized at the conclusion of the 5-year
period.
2. Foundation Survey – this on-going survey is one
way for us to be in touch with councils so they
would fully understand the inner workings of your
Foundation. I urge you, Worthy Grand Knights, to
please complete the survey with your members and
return to us immediately.
3. Annual Charities Appeal Campaign – this is a
tremendous fund-raiser for our jurisdiction and it’s a
win-win situation for participating councils, State
Council and your Charitable Foundation. Please stay
involved in the selling and purchasing of these tickets. The more tickets we sell, the better it is for our
Charities that we support!
4. Requests for a Donation from the Alberta Charitable Foundation – Please refer to your Grand
Knight’s Manual, Section M-4, pages 1 & 2. The
Information to be submitted by the Applicant is
clearly identified. The ACF Board of Directors will
consider the Application around January and June
each year and advise the Applicant after its Board
meeting. If you need more information, contact one
of your Directors listed in the State Roster 20092010 pages 27 &28.
5.Marc Bouchard Agency - the agency’s Fraternal
Benefit Advisors would be most willing to discuss
with you on how you could give gifts through wills,
bequests, cash donation of cashable items such as
stocks and bonds, property and insurance policies
with cash flow and naming The Alberta Charitable
Foundation, the beneficiary. They would also discuss with you the enormous tax benefits in choosing
The Foundation, your Charity of choice.
(Continued on page 12)
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Important

W

Vocations
Important

Important

orthy Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries

R S V P. For every $500 given to a seminarian and
reported to Supreme will get you $100 back to build
up for another seminarian. Also there is a large
number of Seminarians in St Joseph Seminary and
other Seminaries across Canada and many need our
help. So continue the fundraising program for your
Seminarian(s) today.
EVERY COUNCIL IS
URGED TO PARTICIPATE, the Seminarians are
counting on YOU!!
VOCATION AWARENESS IN SCHOOLS is of
utmost importance for our CHILDREN. Your Vocation Chairman or someone should have already
contacted your Schools and be working with someone to help the Children understand what it means
to be a Priest, Sister, Brother, Deacon or dedicated
to a Religious Life in the Church.
Reprint of the following on purpose: We have
made a change in the Project Description to focus
on only 3 grades in the schools, Grades 4, 5 & 6.
See an update to section O in the GK Manual and
the supporting letter distributed with the May 2009
State Affairs. A main result is to display all the
products by the children in Churches, Community
Halls and places where the people gather so that
people will be able to see what our children are
thinking about with respect to a Religious Vocation.
The top choices can be sent to State Office so that
winning prizes can be given to the students of exceptional art or article. Any questions email me.
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from President of Alberta Charitable Foundation, page 11)

The first 2010 meeting of the Foundation Board will
be held in Edmonton on January 9th. The Board’s
primary thrust of the January meeting is to develop
strategies for our fund-raising efforts and a review
of all our investments to ensure that we maximize
the returns on all our investments. It is only through
this process will we be able to fulfill our commitments to all our Councils in the jurisdiction.
On behalf of the Foundation Board of Directors, I
would like to wish you and your loved ones a
Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous New Year
2010. We also wish you and your Councils well and
good luck in all your efforts in the second half of the
Columbian Year. I encourage you to contact me directly if you have any questions or concerns and I
look forward to working with you.
Thank you.

Julito R. Reyes
President of the ACF

(Continued from State Family Director, page 10)

•

The “Simbang Gabi,” 9 Novena Masses, from
December 15th to 23rd, at St. Theresa’s
Catholic Church, starts at 7:30 P.M. except for
Sunday, December 20th which is at 6:00 P.M.,
hosted by Nazareno Council No. 12904.
Honour Guard led by St. Michael Assembly
2795 (Edmonton)

Ultimately, it is “better to give than to receive; we
receive more when we give.” My family, my lovely
lady, Ruby, our wonderful children, Stephanie and
Richard, and I wish you, your family and loved
ones, a very blessed and loving Christmas and
a very blessed, peaceful, prosperous, loving and
happy New Year!
Vivat Jesus!

Vince R. Reyes
State Family Director
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From the Basketball Free Throw Chairman
By John Mommersteeg

F

or councils that have not started planning
Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship competitions, there is still time to get going
and be a part of the fun. Since 1972, councils have
sponsored the Knights of Columbus International
Free Throw Championship for boys and girls between the ages of 10 and 14. The championship is
set up to have the contestants compete within their
own gender and age group. All competition starts at
the local level. Winners move on to the district, regional, and state or province levels. From there,
some make it to the international level for championship competition in their group.

To start, a council needs to complete the Free Throw
Competition Kit Order Form (#FT-KIT) located in
the Council Report Forms Booklet (#1436) and mail
it to the Supreme Council Office. The kit can also
be ordered by visiting the Order’s web site at
www.kofc.org and filling out the online order form
(search for Free Throw) or by calling the Department of Fraternal Services at 203-752-4154.
The kit contains posters, entry forms, clip art, the
step-by-step guide on conducting a championship
and certificates – everything needed for a local contest except basketball, hoops and kids. Also, each
council should reserve a venue (gym) to hold the
competition and advertise the contest to local
schools, basketball leagues and youth groups. Competition is by age and gender.
Each council participating in the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council Free Throw Championship
is asked to register with the Provincial Free Throw
Chairman (John Mommersteeg) and to contribute
$75 for the regional and provincial competitions.
Please get your council registrations in.
Winners from the council event advance to the district competition. Winners from the district competition advance to the regional event. Winners from
the regional event compete in the provincial free
throw event. In Alberta, the top three winners in
(Continued on page 13)
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From the State Financial Secretaries Chairman

(Continued from State Vocation Chairman, page 11)

By Ed Matheson

PENNIES FOR HEAVEN: December is the month
that your Pennies for Heaven cheque needs to be in
the hands of our State Office Staff. Is your cheque
there, if not DO IT NOW!!!
And as always… Thank you & JUST DO IT!!
God Bless.

Ed Matheson

B

y this time your Billing should be in the
mail to all those who pay dues and Membership Cards should be mailed to all the Honorary and
Honorary Life and unable to work members. Any
that come back with a message “undeliverable” by
the Post Office, contact the member and resolve the
address problem right away. It must be cleared up
and the proper address stored in your database computer or manual record. No excuses to yourself!!!

State Vocations Chairman
(780) 487-6484 (H), 717-2123 (C) ,
487-9586 (F), E-mail: edmath@telus.net
From the Wheelchair Foundation
By Jerry O’Connor, State Wheelchair Foundation Chairman

W

ell the Christmas season is upon us once
again and as I did last year, I began my
Christmas season by decorating my vehicle with
two “Keep Christ in Christmas” decals on each side
of my vehicle. Then it was the Christmas tree in our
house for our grandchildren. Keeping Christ in our
Christmas calendar of events certainly includes the
giving of charity to those who suffer and especially
so at this time of year.

Although as we continue to remind ourselves that
suffering among the poverty of our city, province,
country and throughout the world is a 365 day suffering, it is difficult to appreciate the abundances
that surround most of us. The sometimes small sacrifices that we make for those who we love and are
near to us in order to make their Christmas more
joyous and peaceful do not even begin to compare
with those that are truly sacrificing and giving of
their lives at this special birth time of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Let us all pause for a moment and give thanks and
wishes of peace and joy to our soldiers who experience loneliness in far away places. Let us give
thanks to those at home who provide care and
friendship to our homeless, our seniors and poverty
stricken of our communities. Let us pray and offer

Ensure all your members know about the following:
Accidental Death Insurance is effective for both
Knights and Wives with PAID UP Dues. Advise
every member that has not paid. This insurance
message is so important that I will repeat it in
every State Affairs.
God Bless, thank you & JUST DO IT!!
Have a Merry Christmas and a fantastic New
Year with your family of Kin and Knights.

Ed Matheson
State Financial Secretaries Chairman
(780) 487 6484 (H), 717 2123 (C),
487 9586 (F) , Email edmath@telus.net

(Continued from Basketball Free Throw Chairman, page 12)

each category advance each time. Please call John
Mommersteeg at (780) 473-0763 with any questions
or send an email message to :
jmommer@telusplanet.net.
For more information on the Free Throw Championship, go to the “Youth” section of www.kofc.org/
service .

John Mommersteeg
Basketball Free throw Chairman

(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from Wheelchair Foundation Chairman, page 13)

From the State Mass Times Booklets Chairman

up our good intentions for those who hunger for
Christ in their lives. Let use give thanks for our own
blessings in the hope that such blessings will somehow be shared among those that have not in the
world.

W

My prayer of hope that I wish to share with you my
dear brother knights for this Christmas is that we
continue to serve those who suffer and have need
for our charity and good works every day of our
lives.

Worthy Brothers, the following 2 paragraphs are repeated from the October State Affairs as some of you
may have missed the article and the message is of
utmost importance to the success of the Project.

May the peace and joy of our Lord Jesus Christ be
truly with you my brother knights, your families,
your friends and neighbours.
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS
AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR
Social justice must have a beginning if
its abuses are ever to have an end.
"DARE to CARE"

Jerry O’Connor
Wheelchair Foundation Chairman

“

Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”
(Luke 2:10)

By Ed Matheson

Mass Times Booklet Project

orthy District Deputies
Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries

So please read and ACT.
Councils should determine how many books they
need for their families and send in their cheque as
your order and you will get them either at or before
the Convention.
Note that the largest cost is for the PRINTING and
we cannot keep the company waiting till we get all
the money collected. So please, decide on your order
now, send in your check and we will deliver as soon
as we get the books.
Thank you again & JUST DO IT !!
Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:
Date:
Number of Booklets Required:

(Continued from Agency, page 6)

Name of Person Ordering:

Your principle is safe and you’re guaranteed never
to earn less than 3.0% on your money. Current
rates are available by contacting your agent or
by contacting the Red Deer Regional Office at
403-343-2242.

Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to:
K of C Council 4530
18415- 80 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8

Marc Bouchard

Ed Matheson

General Agent

State Mass Times Booklets Chairman
(780) 487-6484 (H), 717-2123 (C),
487-9586 (F), Email: edmath@telus.net
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Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

February 6, 2010

Barrhead

March 6, 2010

Fort McMurray

March 7, 2010

Lethbridge

March 13, 2010

Edmonton

CONDOLENCES

March 20, 2010

Wainwright

Our prayers to the family of Reverend Louis-Paul
Lachance who passed away October 30, 2009.

April 10, 2010

Red Deer

April 24, 2010

Grande Prairie

May 22, 2010

Calgary

May 29, 2010

Fort Sask/Sherwood Park

Winners of the Standing Holy
Family Statue

October 2009
Herman & Lydia Gerritsen
Annunciation Council #12658

Our prayers to the family of Brother Gilbert C. Girard who passed away November 20, 2009.
Our prayers to Kathy Schuster wife of State Warden
Ron Schuster whose father passed away in the
United States on Dec 2, 2009

Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule

Our prayers to John Mclellan whose sister, Theresa
Trentham, passed away on December 2, 2009.

Date

Location

Our prayers to the family of Brother Joseph Donnelly who passed away December 3, 2009.

May 1, 2010

Calgary

Our prayers to the family of Brother Marcel Hamel
who passed away on December 4, 2009.

“For today in the city of David a
savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord. And this will be a sign
for you: you will find an infant wrapped in
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.”
(Luke 2:11-12)

Calendar of Events
May 14-16, 2010
Annual State Council Meeting (Convention)
Lethbridge Felix Michna
(403) 381-6422
2010 State Hockey Tournament
This event in now available to all Councils
2010 State Curling Bonspiel
St. Albert the Great Council, Calgary
March 12 & 13, 2010
2011 State Curling Bonspiel
Leduc Council #7061
More information to follow
When applying for Athletic events, please use the specific
form. Forms can be found in the GK Manual.
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The Gift of the Magi
By O. Henry (1906)
One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all. And sixty cents
of it was in pennies… Three times Della counted it. One dollar and
eighty-seven cents. And the next day would be Christmas. There was
clearly nothing to do but flop down on the shabby little couch and
howl. So Della did it. Which instigates the moral reflection that life
is made up of sobs, sniffles and smiles, with sniffles predominating.
While the mistress of the home is gradually subsiding from the first
stage to the second, take a look at the home. A furnished flat at $8
per week … In the vestibule below was a letter-box… and a card
bearing the name “Mr. James Dillingham Young.” The “Dillingham”
had been flung to the breeze during a former period of prosperity
when its possessor was being paid $30 per week. Now, when the
income was shrunk to $20, the letters of “Dillingham” looked
blurred… But whenever Mr. James Dillingham Young came home
and reached his flat above he was called “Jim” and greatly hugged by
Mrs. James Dillingham Young, already introduced to you as Della.
Which is all very good.
Della finished her cry and attended to her cheeks with the powder
rag. Only $1.87 to buy a present for him. Her Jim. Many a happy
hour she had spent planning for something nice for him. Something
fine and rare and sterling—something just a little bit near to being
worthy of the honour of being owned by Jim…
Now, there were two possessions of the James Dillingham Youngs
in which they both took a mighty pride. One was Jim’s gold watch
that had been his father’s and grandfather’s. The other was Della’s
hair… So now Della’s beautiful hair fell about her, rippling and shining like a cascade of brown waters. It reached below her knee and
made itself almost a garment for her. And then she did it up again
nervously and quickly…
On went her old brown jacket; on went her old brown hat. With a
whirl of skirts and with a brilliant sparkle still in her eyes, she fluttered out the door and down the stairs to the street. Where she
stopped the sign read: “Mme. Sofronie. Hair Goods of All Kinds.”
“Will you buy my hair?” asked Della.
“I buy hair,” said Madame. “Take yer hat off and let’s have a sight
at the looks of it.”
Down rippled the brown cascade. “Twenty dollars,” said Madame,
lifting the mass with a practiced hand.
“Give it to me quick,” said Della.
Oh, and the next two hours tripped by on rosy wings. Forget the
hashed metaphor. She was ransacking the stores for Jim’s present.
She found it at last. It surely had been made for Jim and no one else.
There was no other like it in any of the stores and she had turned all
of them inside out. It was a platinum fob chain simple and chaste in
design, properly proclaiming its value by substance alone and not be
meretricious ornamentation—as all good things should do. It was
even worthy of The Watch. As soon as she saw it she knew that it
must be Jim’s. It was like him. Quietness and value—the description
applied to both. Twenty-one dollars they took from her for it and she
hurried home with the 87 cents. With that chain on his watch Jim
might be properly anxious about the time in any company. Grand as
the watch was, he sometimes looked at it on the sly on account of the
old leather strap that he used in place of a chain.
When Della reached home her intoxication gave way a little to
prudence and reason. She got out her curling irons and lighted the gas
and went to work repairing the ravages made by generosity added to
love… Within forty minutes her head was covered with tiny, closelying curls that made her look wonderfully like a truant schoolboy…
“If Jim doesn’t kill me,” she said to herself, “before he takes a second look at me, he’ll say I look like a Coney Island chorus girl.”
Jim was never late. Dell doubled the fob chain in her hand and sat
on the corner of the table near the door that he always entered. Then
she heard his step on the stair away down on the first flight and she
turned white for just a moment. She had a habit of saying little silent
prayers about the simplest everyday things and now she whispered:
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“Please God, make him think I am still pretty.”
The door opened and Jim stepped in and closed it. He looked thin
and very serious… Jim stopped inside the door, as immovable at a
setter as the sent of quail. His eyes were fixed upon Della, and there
was an expression in them that she could not read, and it terrified her.
It was not anger, nor surprise, nor disapproval, nor horror, nor any of
the sentiments that she had been prepared for. He simply stared at her
fixedly with that peculiar expression on his face…
“Jim, darling,” she cried, “don’t look at me that way. I had my hair
cut off and sold it because I couldn’t have lived through Christmas
without giving you a present. It’ll grow out again - you won’t mind,
will you? I just had to do it. My hair grows awfully fast. Say “Merry
Christmas!” Jim, and let’s be happy. You don’t know what a nice what a beautiful nice gift I’ve got for you.”
“You’ve cut off your hair?” asked Jim, laboriously, as if he had not
arrived at that patent fact yet even after the hardest mental labour.
“Cut it off and sold it,” said Della. “Don’t you like me just as well,
anyhow? I’m me without my hair, ain’t I?”
Jim looked about the room curiously. “You say your hair is gone?”
he said, with an air almost of idiocy.
“You needn’t look for it,” said Della. “It’s sold, I tell you - sold
and gone, too. It’s Christmas Eve, boy. Be good to me, for it went
for you. Maybe the hairs of my head were numbered,” she went on
with a sudden serious sweetness, “but nobody could ever count my
love for you. Shall I put the chops on, Jim?”
Out of his trance Jim seemed quickly to wake. He enfolded his
Della… Jim drew a package from his overcoat pocket and threw it
upon the table. “Don’t make any mistake, Dell,” he said, “about me.
I don’t think there’s anything in the way of a haircut or a shave or a
shampoo that could make me like my girl any less. But if you’ll unwrap that package you may see why you had me going a while at
first.”
White fingers and nimble tore at the string and paper. And then an
ecstatic scream of joy; and then, alas a quick feminine change to hysterical tears and wails, necessitating the immediate employment of all
the comforting powers of the lord of the flat. For there lay The
Combs - the set of combs, side and back, that Della had worshipped
for the long in a Broadway window. Beautiful combs, pure tortoise
shell, with jeweled rims - just the shade to wear in the beautiful vanished hair. They were expensive combs, she knew and her heart had
simply craved and yearned over them without the least hope of possession. And now, they were hers, but the tresses that should have
adorned the coveted adornments were gone. But she hugged them to
her bosom and at length she was able to look up with dim eyes and a
smile and say:
“My hair grows so fast, Jim!” And then Della leaped up like a little
singed cat and cried, “Oh, oh!”
Jim had not yet seen his beautiful present. She held it out to him
eagerly upon her open palm. The dull precious metal seemed to flash
with a reflection of her bright and ardent spirit.
“Isn’t it a dandy, Jim? I hunted all over town to find it. You’ll
have to look at the time a hundred times a day now. Give me your
watch. I want to see how it looks on it.”
Instead of obeying, Jim tumbled down on the couch and put his
hands under the back of his head and smiled. “Dell,” said he, “Let’s
put our Christmas presents away and keep’em a while. They’re too
nice to use just at present. I sold the watch to get the money to buy
your combs. And now suppose you put the chops on.”
The magi, as you know, were wise men - wonderfully wise men
who brought gifts to the Babe in the manger. They invented the art of
giving Christmas presents. Being wise, their gifts were no doubt wise
ones, possibly bearing the privilege of exchange in case of duplication. And here I have lamely related to you the uneventful chronicle
of two foolish children in a flat who most unwisely sacrificed for each
other the greatest treasures of their house. But in a last word to the
wise of these days let it be said that of all who give gifts these two
were the wisest. Of all who give and receive gifts, such as they are
wisest… they are the magi.
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