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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“Supreme Knight is
coming to Alberta”

“The Season of Lent”
Neil C. Gannon

j

e have an exciting event coming in May.
For the first time in twenty years a Supreme Knight
will be visiting Alberta. On the evening of May 26th
a banquet will be held in Edmonton in honour of
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson. Let us ensure that
we have a huge turnout of brother knights to show
our support for our Supreme Knight.
Also, Brothers, hopefully by the time our Supreme
Knight visits us, we will have achieved our membership quota for this Columbian year. Time and
time again Supreme Knight Carl has stressed that
“we have nothing less than a moral obligation to
offer membership in the Knights of Columbus to
every eligible Catholic man,” and we all know how
important new members are to the success of the
Order. I ask you to reach out to Catholic men and
their families and invite them to join the greatest
fraternal order of Catholic men in the world.
Thank you, Brothers, and may God bless you and
your families.
Neil Gannon,
State Deputy
In God We Trust

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

f

oon we will be entering the season of Lent, a
time of renewal, a time of soul searching, a time of
penitence. We do this every year in order to rain
ourselves for the participation of Christ.
As Christ went through suffering on the cross to
reach his glory in his resurrection so should we.
This is a time of introspection regarding our way to
holiness, a time of prayer to support our actions.
Let us fulfill the classical works of Lent: Fasting–
Training ourselves to curb our desires; Praying–To
take our daily prayers e.g., our rosary seriously;
Almsgiving– to look after our less– fortunate brothers and sisters in the spirit of our promise of charity.
May Lent be a time of holiness for you and your
families.
Vivat Jesus!

Fr. Henry Rosenbaum, SAC
State Chaplain

In God We Trust

B

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Gary Johnson

By Phil Birch

W

rother Knights,

Thanks to all of you who came out to the District
Deputy Meeting and Immediate Past State Deputy
Ball. It was a great weekend!
Our Supreme Membership/Programs Coordinator
and his wife, Joanne, were able to be with us for the
weekend. Thanks to Brother Dan for providing us
with a great presentation on Membership Recruitment and Retention.
Also a sincere thanks to all State Chairmen and their
teams, the Foundation, the Fourth Degree and our
State Fraternal Benefits team for contributing to our
meetings!
Grand Knights, please remember that your District
Deputy is our State Deputy’s personal representative
and it is important that all Council Officers and
members familiarize themselves with the respect
due to the District Deputy.
The District Deputy should always be properly attired when attending meetings: should be seated in
front near the Grand knight: should always be called
upon to speak and all members should rise when he
is introduced. He should always be seated at the
head table at any Council function even if he is not
on the speaking program.
The District Deputy should be in regular contact
with all Grand Knights in his District and he should
insure that he is available to you when you call upon
him for assistance.
Please ensure you do not forget any State Board
member who may be a member of your Council or
any Board member who may be in attendance at
your meeting.

orthy Grand Knights and Financial Secretaries,

The winner of the Early Bird Prize in the Charities
Appeal Raffle was Theresa Frebrowski from Edmonton. Congratulations! By now, Councils
should be wrapping up their sales. Brother Paul
requires your tickets (and money) by March Sixth
2010 in order to prepare for the draw on March
Thirteenth. All tickets sold and unsold must be accounted for.
This is the busiest time of year from a financial
point of view. Most Council dues are being collected, and Supreme and State Per Capita fees are
due.
The Survey of Fraternal Activities was due on January Thirty-First and the Semi Annual Audit is due
on February Fifteenth. Please note that the bond
from Supreme for Treasurers and Financial Secretaries becomes null and void if the Trustees have not
completed the audit for two years. Therefore, it is
important to get this in, on a regular basis.
Registration for the State Convention in Lethbridge
is needed as soon as possible for head counts and to
ensure that you receive the best room rate at the hotel and save some extra expense. More importantly,
the State Council and the Order needs your input
and participation to help the good works of the
Knights of Columbus. If your Council is able to
help defray some of the costs of the Convention, a
small donation to the Convention Committee would
be appreciated.
Finally, a reminder that it is important to remain on
target with respect to our revenues and expenditures
for the balance of the year. The Financial Secretary
should review these at every Council meeting to ensure that there are sufficient funds to carry out the
good works of the Order.
Vivat Jesus,

As stated in your Grand Knights Handbook, a District Deputy or State Board Officer should be
(Continued on page 9)

Page 2

Phil Birch
State Treasurer

In God We Trust
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By William J. Smith

By Ronald Schuster

g

he New Year 2010 is upon us. The State Convention is closing in and we have many projects to complete
before June. While we continue our journey with our
families in tow, we must always be mindful of who we
are and what we represent. As Catholics we are representatives of our faith and therefore we are also ambassadors of our faith. Please be mindful of this in our daily
activities. Our children are important to our future and
they watch us and mimic our ideology, ethics and beliefs.
What we do each day has an effect on our future.
That said we have had questions recently on the issue
regarding membership in the Masons. At the last Supreme Convention, the State of Vermont proposed a
resolution suggesting members of the Knights of Columbus an opportunity to remove themselves from the Order
of Masons in order to remain a member of the Knights of
Columbus. The choice is not specifically between being
a Knight and a Mason, but between being a practical
Catholic and being a member of a secret society – whatever that organization is.
I have included a handout PSD Julito Reyes received
several years ago from Supreme as a reminder of our
duties as Catholic gentlemen. It includes a letter from
Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, our current Pope Benedict
XVI, dated November 1983 concerning the church’s
principles on membership in the Masons and other similar organization.
The Annual State Convention is a short few months
away. If the Grand Knight cannot attend, please provide
enough notice to the council membership for other members to represent the council, to arrange to be there. Remember each council has two votes, but they must be in
attendance to use those votes. Check your mail as you
will be appointed to a committee for the convention.
Make sure this information if passed on, as your representative will assume this position if the Grand Knight is
not able to attend.
I wish you and your families joyful 2010.

B

rother Knights,

You may receive this after Ash Wednesday, which is
February, Seventeenth. In any event I thought I would
refresh our Brother Knights in a little bit of history and
other information that you may find interesting in regard
to Ash Wednesday.
Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent and occurs fortysix days (not counting Sundays) before Easter. It is the
moveable feast, falling on a different date each year because of its dependency on the date of Easter. It may occur as early as February Fourth, or as late as March
Tenth. The ashes placed on ones forehead are gathered
after the blessed palms, from the previous year’s Palm
Sunday are burned. In some cases the ashes are mixed
with the Oil of the Catechumens.
In the ancient near eastern tradition, throwing ashes over
one’s head was used to signify repentance before God.
The ashes used in the Service of Worship or Mass are
sacramental, not a sacrament. The ashes are blessed according to various rites, proper to each liturgical tradition, sometimes involving the use of Holy Water.
In the Roman Catholic Church, Ash Wednesday is observed by fasting, repentance and abstinence from meat.
In Australia it is a solemn day as one of Australia’s deadliest bush fires started burning on a Ash Wednesday. In
Victorian England, theatres refrained from presenting
costumed shows on Ash Wednesday, providing other
entertainment in its place.
In the Republic of Ireland, Ash Wednesday is a National
No Smoking Day. This date was chosen because quitting
smoking ties in with giving up a luxury during Lent.
Now you know some interesting history of Ash Wednesday, although you may have already known about this.
God Bless You and Your Families,
Ron Schuster
State Warden

William Smith
State Advocate
In God We Trust
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In God We Trust
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From the Master of the Fourth Degree

From the State Communications & PR Director

By Larry Boland

By Ferdie Mendita

W

“No Division
No Separation
Only One Order”

f

tate puts on workshops for the District Deputies
and the Councils but the knowledge and information
that is passed on to and learned by those in attendance
does not have any boundaries.
The messages that are sent do not pertain to any segment of this great Order. First to Fourth Degree can
learn so much and can find ways to stimulate the
Council or Assembly.
Too often we forget that we are a part of a large
group, a Fraternal Group of Catholic men that all
share the same goals and values.
We can get “bogged down and frustrated,” when
things are not going right and we forget to ask for
help from those who have most likely experienced the
same problems we are fighting with today.
There are so many Brothers willing to help you me,
every Council, and every Assembly overcome the
hurdles we are faced with in carrying out our programs and meeting our goals.
Being part of a Fraternity means we do not have to
walk the road of leadership alone. With Charity,
Unity and Fraternity as our mottos any member of the
Knights of Columbus should not be afraid to ask a
Brother for his assistance or his help. When your Assembly is struggling – when you feel abandoned –
you are not. Let those who can help, know that you
will accept some help. Attend the workshops whenever they are offered. It is time well spent.

arm wishes to everyone,

As we are now preparing for the forthcoming Hundredth Annual State Council Meeting to be held in
Lethbridge on May Fourteenth to the Sixteenth,
2010, all councils are being reminded of the website
and newsletter contests. The deadline for website
entry submission is on March 15, 2010. This will be
the 2nd Annual State Website Contest.
Worthy Grand Knights, please submit your entry in
a letter format which includes the website address
and brief summary of its contents and send it to me
electronically, ferdiemendita@shaw.ca.
Judging
Committee will select the most informative and the
most appealing to our prospective members. This is
the best means of communication to all members
around the world. Like our newsletters, this is also
an important tool for each executive, especially for
recruitment. For bulletin awards judging, please
send to the State Office before the submission deadline. Judging criteria is specified in the Grand
Knight’s Manual.
Thank you for all councils that have provided me
with a copy of their newsletter. For those who
haven’t done it yet, please include me in your list.
Our newly revised website is now ready to view although not fully completed, please visit
www.kofc.ab.ca .

Ferdie Y Mendita
Communications and PR Director

In God We Trust

If we fail to recruit new members we begin to feel the
pressure and after awhile we could give up as we
know without growth we are slowly dying. Don’t
give up. You joined this great Order because there
was something that sparked your interest.
(Continued on page 11)
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From the State Program Director

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Willis Winter

By Barney Markowski

j

orthy Grand Knights, it’s time to prepare
your submissions for the State Program Award.
Copy the form STSP on page 23 of the Council Report Forms Booklet or from the website
www.kofc.org for your program entries. You MUST
USE a form for each entry in order to qualify for
each of the program categories.

P

ennies For Heaven contributing councils have
raised over $450,000.00 in just 32 years. It is
notable that $120,000.00 of that figure was raised in
just the last 4 years to bring awareness of vocations
to religious life. Let us continue and

Ask yourself: “ Who benefits from the program?”
To determine which category to enter– church, community, council, family, pro-life, or youth. Submit
one entry per program category.
Collect the pictures, newspaper clippings, and other
information to show what you accomplished in your
program. Your creativity in developing, organizing
and documenting your activity is the key to a winning entry.
By sharing your program activities through the State
Program, the State Council, Supreme Council and
other councils have an opportunity to learn about
your ideas and implement them elsewhere in our
Order. Through the Service Programs, we can
achieve our fundamental principles of Charity,
Unity and Fraternity– Father McGivney’s Vision.
Strong, vibrant programs are the key to membership
growth and a thriving council. They attract new prospective members from the community. New members enrich your existing programs and develop new
ones. This Attracts new members and the circle continues. The entire Order benefits.
All events or activities that are completed from
March 2009 to early 2010 can be entered. Entries
can be made at any time; However, you must identify which Columbian year and which category you
are submitting for. All entries must be submitted
to the State Office in Red Deer by March twelfth,
2010 for the 2009-2010 Columbian Year.
At the Mid-Winter District Meeting, a commitment
form was circulated to the District Deputies to help
determine how many councils will be participating
(Continued on page 13)
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I thank the Lord, as well as State Deputy Neil
Gannon, Fr. Henry Rosenbaum and State Board for
giving me the opportunity to promote this worthy
project.
A special thank you to Shauna and Staff
B. Markowki
Pennies For Heaven Chairman
P.S. Mail cheques to Red Deer Office...

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the AlbertaNorthwest Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Deadline
for submissions is the 15th day of the month prior to
publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Ferdinand Mendita
164 Ormsby Rd East, Edmonton, AB T5T 5T3
E-Mail: ferdiemendita@shaw.ca Telephone:
(780) 483-0997
State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca
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From the State Membership Director—South

From the Agency

By Jim Myhre

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

Recruitment – Practices and Procedures
Recruitment Committee

V

onsists of – Trustees, Chancellor, Membership
Chairman, Deputy Grand Knight, all Council Members,
your Field Agent, Parish Priest/Office and even the ladies organization within your Parish (CWL);
Role is to – find and qualify candidates: complete an entry survey to know the candidate, his family, his interests, where he works and his hobbies;
When properly utilized, weak candidates will be apparent from the onset and can be given extra help to become
involved and all candidates can be placed into committees and programs of their interest, thereby becoming
active members;
A properly utilized committee will result in the Grand
Knight and the Financial Secretary dealing with significantly fewer inactive or lost members in the future;
Welcome new members to the council, call them about
upcoming events, perhaps even drive them to events, let
them take control of events and most importantly introduce them to other Brother Knights. Utilize a mentorship program to bring new members into the fold;
Encourage all members to become participants in our
insurance products and to become Third and Fourth Degree Knights. Members who have taken the major degrees are much less likely to leave our Order;
Hold degrees regularly and have the recruitment/
retention committee active all year long. There is no
time like the present to recruit a member. Any eligible
man just might turn out to be your future Grand Knight;
Active members are strong members and generally,
members for life,
GET YOUR MEMBERS ACTIVE AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE AND GIVE THEM SOME DECISION
MAKING AUTHORITY. NEW FRESH IDEAS
JUST MIGHT PROVIDE YOU WITH A PROGRAM SERVICE AWARD.
Jim Myhre
State Membership Director South
In God We Trust
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Insurance for Brother Knights, By Brother Knights

I

n 1882, Father Michael J. McGivney saw firsthand
the devastation of a family caused by the death of
the breadwinner. From his vision, the Knights of Columbus insurance program was created to provide financial
security for its members and their families. Today, we
have more then $76 billion of insurance in force and
1,400 full time Brother Agents dedicated to carrying out
his vision.
Why Meet With You Agent?

Our
agents
are
solution
providers.
They are experts in life insurance, annuities and longterm care. With their knowledge and our solid products,
they offer peace of mind and financial security to our
members and their families.
Many Brother Knights do not realize the many services
their agent can provide to them and their family, including:
• Free insurance needs analysis
• Estate preservation
• Asset and mortgage protection
• Retirement plans
• Tax-deferred savings options
• Discussion of long-term care needs
As your life changes, your needs change. We can help
with your planning when major events occur, such as
marriage, the birth of a child, college planning, the aging
of your parents or the buying or selling of your house.
When these and other life altering events happen, shouldn’t your planning and preparation change as well? Meet
with your agent often to review your needs.
We have been protecting Catholic families since 1882
and we remain strong, stable and secure.
Our Mission
To provide Brother Knights and their
families with the highest level of service
and the most secure, stable products to
ensure their financial well-being.
Changing Lives for good one member at
a time.
For the name and number of your local agent, please
contact the Red Deer Regional Office at 403-343-2242.
State Affairs, Volume 13, Number 4, February 2010

Monsignor Leo Sullivan 7183 held a raffle at Holy
Name Parish for a “ Mercedes Benz” child’s bicycle,
with the proceeds going to Pennies for Heaven. In picture winner of bike Kai Deausy and District Deputy #
24, Chris Straub

First Degree Team Captain, Paul Liber and his team
from Father Bonner Council #7599 conducted a First
Degree on Sunday December 13th, 2009 at the Queen of
Martyrs Vietnamese Parish in Edmonton. Included with
the team in the picture are 28 new members of the new
Queen of Martyrs Council and 2 for St. Christopher
Council #4788 ( the official sponsor of the new council).
NCD Director Wally Streit indicated the First Degree
Team and all the new members are to be highly commended as Edmonton was the coldest(-46 and –58 with
the wind chill) place in North America. The new Council
will be instituted in early January and will be the second
Vietnamese Council in Canada

First Degree held by Bonaventure Council, 7432. New
Knights are Raymond Abbott, Daniel Contreras, Eric
Dillman, Johnny Dion, Rene Dion, Frank Molnar,
Richardo Macias and Jim Jauch

District Deputy #28, Ray Khuller, presenting Grand
Knight Mike Driscoll and Past Grand Knight, Former
District Deputy John Woltowicz of council 4878, their
Golden Anniversary Certificate.
State Affairs, Volume 13, Number 4, February 2010

LaGrange family receives their Second Runnerup award
for Family of the Year for Supreme from State Deputy
Neil Gannon. In picture: State Deputy Neil Gannon,
Kevin, Shauna, Andrew, Adam, Carlena and Lance
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Pro-Life Chair–Couple
By Patrice & Helene Roussel

I

just participated in the midterm District
Deputies meeting in Edmonton, AB. That was the
occasion of great exchange with all members present. During my presentation, I spoke about the
promises received during last year’s state convention. Many councils and district told us they
would support our effort in our pro-life action.

We receive some funds but far from what we
were told. Nonetheless, we will move forward
with our project of getting many pro-life banners.
As the old saying tells us; “a picture is worth a
thousand words”. We want to bring a positive
message through these pictures to our Knight and
their families. The closing address of our Supreme representative, Bro Dan O’Hara, at that
meeting came to me as very appropriate. Let me
quote him, he asked a few questions here they are;
“are we Catholic?, Do we believe in the teachings of the Catholic Church?, Are we pro-life?
Are we in solidarity with our Bishops and
Priests?, Do we have Brotherhood within the
Order?, Are we a Community of Prayer?” Our
answer to these questions is typical to all of us,
we said yes… Now this is what he had to say
about all this to us; “so why then does it become
so difficult to get support from Councils for activities that are Catholic, like the Culture of Life
Fund, a life chain, or support of Vocations?
These are activities that speak of who we are –
pro-life and training of our priests!”
Why then is it so difficult? These should be “nobrainers” for us! There should be no question,
no debate in our councils that we will support
these causes. The only debate should be “how
much can we afford”. Bro. Dan opened our eyes
and ears when he said; “it is difficult because in
our “busy lives”, we forget to go back to our
roots. We forget the dreams and goals of our
founder, Fr. McGivney”. I support every word
he said and I challenge you Knights to take this
cross of ours and put into action all these questions that were mention above. Our silence kills
Page 8

children and without our vigilance soon the elders,
the sick and the handicap, as members of parliament
are moving toward laws that would authorized
euthanasia. We have no law to protect the unborn
and soon, too soon, we may have a law that will authorize the killing of whoever thinks life is not
worth living. Are we going to be silent or are we a
people of life?
You, your families and your councils can make a
difference. How you may ask? The minimum you
can do is to wear a pro-life pin such as the little feet
or the cross with the rose on it. I would like to recommend that you join in a life chain or a march
showing your councils banner and your support to
the church as Catholics who take a stand. This year
in Edmonton will be the third edition of the “March
for Life” in conjunction with the National March
for Life, in Ottawa. The March organizers including our State Board want to raise the awareness of
the Sanctity of Life in a peaceful rally in the streets
of Edmonton, AB. This activity is sanctioned by our
Bishops throughout Alberta. Put this into your
agenda as most important, Thursday, May Thirteenth 2010. A calendar of events will follow in
your parishes as we get closer to the event; we have
the schedule for you here, see where you can participate. I will need the help of about twenty
Brother Knights to help carry the banners of the
Knights State Pro-Life. Please send me your name
at my Email Address: patrice.roussel@live.ca
Brother Knights come and make a difference. Give
Life a Chance for the Love of People.
Please see insert on package for times and lists of the
March for Life, Prayer Vigil, etc.
In God We Trust

God Bless!
Patrice & Hélène Roussel

Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can submit to the state office though
email at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg
format please. Please provide a brief
description of picture.
State Affairs, Volume 13, Number 4, February 2010

From the State Family Director

(Continued from page 2 State Secretary)

By Vince Reyes

accorded the same courtesies as those recommended
for the State Deputy.
A District Deputy or State Board member belonging
to your Council may choose not to be introduced
and placed at the front near the Grand Knight but
they should be asked prior to the commencement of
the meeting.
And remember, that Council resolutions for the
2010 Convention must be received in our State Office prior to January 31, 2010.
Please feel free to call on me at any time if you require more information.
Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson
State Secretary

In God We Trust

“A Very Worthy Program”

g

he main purpose of the Family of the Month
program, which was instituted by the Supreme
Council in 1978 and was later adopted by our State
Council, is to recognize the development of strong,
vibrant families and to create an even greater awareness of our many fine and wonderful families.
Entries to the Family of the Month must reach the
Supreme and State Councils by the Fifteenth of the
month following. At the Supreme Council level,
100 selected families every month will directly receive a beautiful Holy Family gift along with a personal letter of congratulations from the Supreme
Knight. From the State Council, one winner is
drawn every month who will also receive the Holy
Family gift, together with a letter of commendation
from the State Deputy.
Each year, the council must also select a Family of
the Year and submit its entry to the State Council
annual competition.
Then, the State Council Family of the Year winner
is submitted to the Supreme Council International
Family of the Year competition.
Henry Ford once said, "Coming together is a beginning, staying together is progress, and working together is success." As members of the Knights of
Columbus, we come together as a family oriented
organization to strive for charity, unity, fraternity,
and patriotism within our Church, family, Order,
and community. A commonality that manifests itself within each council is working together and collaborating with others to achieve goals. In so doing,
there is a greater likelihood that the goal will be attained by seeing itself to successful completion.
Only then can new goals and other challenges arise
that push us to move forward, improve, and become
better.
(Continued on page 11)
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From the Charitable Foundation

From the State Vocations Chairman

By Julito R. Reyes, PSD, President of the ACF

By Ed Matheson

`

y Brother Knights,

Our Foundation quietly celebrated its 30th anniversary last year. Through the bold vision and initiation
of then State Deputy, Ron MacDonald, the Alberta
Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation was
born. It was registered under the Societies Act of
Alberta and duly recognized by Revenue Canada as
a non-profit organization with its legal status to operate under the statutes of the Canadian Foundation’s Act.
Our goal is to create a capital fund that will generate
investment income which we will use to assist charitable projects and causes.
We pledge to provide good stewardship in funding
our church, community , family and youth groups in
a compassionate and caring way.
At the January 9, 2010 meeting our Board had developed some strategies for our fund-raising efforts
and we are at present in consultation with our chairman and State Deputy, Bro. Neil Gannon and the
State Executive Board. We are also in constant review of all our investments to ensure that we maximize our returns on all our investments.
To apply for donation, please read and follow the
Alberta Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation
Procedure. Application for a donation is in the
Grand Knight Manual, Section M-4, page # 1 &2.
We encourage you and your council to actively participate in our Annual Charities Appeal Raffle campaign. Remember that proceeds go to your local
charities and to State Board and Foundation program initiatives and worthy causes.
May you, your families and Councils receive God’s
abundant blessings in the New Year and always.
Julito R. Reyes
Foundation President
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Important

Vocations
Important

Important
February 2010

W

orthy Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries

The three State support Vocation efforts are:
R.S.V.P.
Vocation Awareness in Schools
Pennies For Heaven
And the: Cornerstone of Faith Campaign
Please ensure that your council knows about this campaign and has acted on it. If not, Worthy Grand Knight
please call the State Office and get the documentation so
that your Council can make that commitment because it
is import for the future Vocations in our jurisdiction and
beyond.
Further, every Knight should consider a personal
“Family Commitment” to the campaign. In addiction to
your family commitment you can make all the donations
that you give as “memorials” to friends and family members who pass away and direct these gifts to the campaign. Just make your personal cheque payable to the
Catholic “Archdiocese of Edmonton and the campaign
staff will send a note of your kindness to the family of
the decease and credit you with the donation, also issuing you a tax receipt. That amount will also be credited
to your Council’s commitment. So every dollar given in
this way makes a difference in our future.
Please think about it.
Thank you & JUST DO IT!!
God Bless
Ed Matheson
State Vocations Chairman
(780) 487-6484 (H), 717-2123 (C) ,
487-9586 (F), E-mail: edmath@telus.net
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From the Basketball Free Throw Chairman

(Continued from page 4 Master)

By John Mommersteeg

Re-kindle that spark. Get enthusiastic about the
Council/Assembly activities. Do some soul searching and find out what needs to be done to get everyone excited and back on track.
The year is far from over and right behind it is another year to put into practice all the things you
dreamed about before taking office.
In God We Trust

Larry Boland, Master
(Continued from page 9 State Family Director)

With the New Year upon us and in the custom of
making New Year’s resolutions, I pose a goal and
challenge to all councils. Currently, the participation of councils choosing a Family of the Month is
not even a handful. Surely, since the Knights of Columbus is built upon family and family values, I am
certain there are many families within our councils
which are very much deserving of this award. I encourage our Worthy Grand Knights to take the time,
effort and leadership to recognize a family each
month.
To the councils that have been continuously acknowledging the Family of the Month and Family of
the Year programs, I commend you for your exemplary actions and extend my heartfelt gratitude for
your support. To all other councils, the success of
this program can only be maximized with your involvement. As Vince Lombardi perfectly stated
"the achievements of an organization are the results
of the combined effort of each individual." Thus, let
us all strive to revitalize the Family of the Month
program throughout 2010 and in the years to come.
I wish you all a blessed and prosperous New Year
filled with good health, happiness, and love. Thank
you.

Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship

g

he 2010 Free Throw Championship is now in
progress. Local Council Competitions will start in
January followed by the District Competition, the
Regional Competition and the Provincial Competition. In Alberta, the top three shooters in each competition advance to the next level.
This fraternal year marks the 39th anniversary of the
Supreme Council’s sponsorship of the Knights of
Columbus Free Throw Championship. The competition is open to all boys and girls ages 10 to 14.
Contestants compete within their own gender and
age group to sink the most free throws. There are
four levels of competition: council, district, regional
and provincial (state). The scores of the winners at
the provincial level go to the Supreme Council office, which determines the international champions.
We are using a similar format as last year for the
provincial level of the Alberta-Northwest Territories
State Basketball Free Throw Championship. The
Provincial Competition is combined with each of
the Regional Competitions. The results of this competition are sent to me in order to declare the provincial champions. This format eliminates the need to
travel across Alberta to compete at the provincial
level.
To reduce travel more, each district has the option to
conduct their own regional/provincial competition.
The responsible Free Throw Chairman sends the
final score sheets to the Regional Free Throw Chairman to declare the Regional Champions. This
change eliminates the need to travel across a region
and compete at the regional level. The responsible
Free Throw Chairman needs to indicate how the regional/provincial competition will be completed.

Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Family Director

In God We Trust

Free Throw Championship score sheets can be
printed off the Supreme Council website at
www.kofc.org.
(Continued on page 13)
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From the Wheelchair Foundation

From the State Financial Secretaries Chairman
By Ed Matheson

By Jerry O’Connor, State Wheelchair Foundation Chairman

W

orthy Brother Knights:

Although it is my duty and responsibility to encourage
my Brother Knights to continue their support for this
tremendous worldwide humanitarian Wheelchair Foundation Program, it is difficult for me to not mention, in
this message of another humanitarian need, equally of
world proportion in scope. Of course I speak of all the
impoverished people of Haiti, who are suffering beyond
all imagination, especially the old people and the children of Haiti.

As a people of faith, Catholics and other Christians
around the world are called upon to offer our prayers so
that the hopes of the Haitian people of rising above the
destruction and devastation will not go unanswered. But
along with our prayers, we must also accompany those
prayers with our gifts as well. As my dear and wonderful
wife Kathleen has often reminded me, “you must love
them until it hurts”. I suppose one could also translate
that by saying “ give to them until it hurts”. If love is to
giving and giving is to love, then let us hope for the people of Haiti, that we can all give of our love until it hurts.
For it is only then that their hurt will finally come to
pass.
I believe that the measure of our giving of love, kindness
and compassion to others, is also the same measure by
which we can expect in return. “If we all give a little to
all, then all will have been given a lot”. I believe it is a
measure well worth striving for.
Once again my dear worthy Brother Knights, I offer my
sincere and heartfelt thanks to you all on behalf of all
who suffer in abject poverty in this world, for your
thoughtful and unselfish support. That is to say not just
support for the Wheelchair Foundation Program but indeed for all of the wonderful charities that you support in
the name of humanity.

February 2010

j

orthy Financial Secretaries,

Fraternal Survey:
B this time all the Fraternal Survey Reports for 2009
should be emailed, submitted on-line, faxed or
mailed to Supreme.
It is important that every Council gets their reports
in as Supreme uses this Order wide report, so that’s
the Knights can maintain their Charity Status. If we
were to lose this important privilege then Supreme
and all the Councils would need to open their books
to government auditors. So if you have not yet sent
it in do so right away.
The 2010 Convention material has been sent out to
all concerned, so you as the Council Financial Secretary, have to spear head the motions for Delegates,
council registration and Delegate Credentials. You
need to have the Credentials completed, signed,
copy 1 to the delegate and copies 2 & 3 to the State
Office as soon as your delegates are elected.
Ensure all your member know about the following:
Accidental Death Insurance is effective for both
Knights and wives with PAID UO dues, Advise
every member that has not paid that this benefit
could be lost to him. This insurance message is so
important that I will repeat it in every State Affairs
for another year.

God bless all Knights of Columbus, their families
and friends

God Bless, thank you & JUST DO IT!!

Social justice must have a beginning if its
abuses are ever to have an end.

Ed Matheson
State Financial Secretaries Chairman

"DARE to CARE"
Jerry O'Connor
State Wheelchair Foundation Chairman
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(780) 487 6484 (H), 717 2123 (C),
487 9586 (F) , Email edmath@telus.net
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(Continued from page 11 Basketball Free Throw Chairman)

From the State Mass Times Booklet Chairman
By Ed Matheson

Each council participating in the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council Free Throw Championship
is asked to register with the Provincial Free Throw
Chairman (John Mommersteeg) and to contribute
$75 for the regional and provincial competitions.
Please get your council registrations in. To-date
forty-nine councils have registered representing
twenty-six districts.
Please call John Mommersteeg at (780) 473-0763
with any questions or send an email message to
jmommer@telusplanet.net.
Since its beginning in 1972, more than 3.5 million
young people have participated in the annual event.
Last year, more than 137,000 participants throughout the Order participated in the 2009 International
Free Throw Championship. In Alberta Northwest
Territories, over 2,400 youth participated last year.
Sixty-six councils and twenty-seven districts sponsored a Free Throw Championship Competition.

John Mommersteeg
Basketball Free Throw Chairman

In God We Trust

(Continued from page 5 State Program Director)

in this year’s Program Service Award. I am very
pleased with the response and look forward to many
excellent submissions for this years program.
Good luck to all. See you at the Convention in
Lethbridge May 14th-16th!
Vivat Jesus,
Willis Winter
State Program Director

Mass Times Booklet Project

j

orthy DD’s, GK’s and FS’s,

Worthy Brothers, the Mass Times project is underway. We are updating all the Mass Times using the
Western Catholic Reporter Directory and getting in
touch with all the Churches to confirm the times. That
is expected to take until the end of February to complete. We will then work with the printer to assist
where necessary and be prepared to get the books in
early March. Our councils will then package them for
the Hotels/ Motels and for all the councils and individuals that have ordered books. We will take any advantage to get the books to those of you who will be
delivering them. So if anyone is coming into Edmonton during April, please email me and we can arrange
for our to take parcels, of the books for your area.
Note that the email, phone, fax are shown at the
bottom of this article. So please GET IN TOUCH,
email is best.
Of course your cheque is your order for your Council
so if we don't get your order, we cant send your any.
Councils should determine how many books they
need for their families and send in their cheque for
your order and you will get them either at or before
Convention.
Note that the largest cost if for the PRINTING and we
cannot keep the company waiting till we get all the
money collected. So please, decide on your order now
and send in your cheque.
God Bless, Thank you again & JUST DO IT!!

In God We Trust

Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:
Date:
Number of Booklets Required:
Name of Person Ordering:
(Continued on page 14)
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Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Winners of the Standing Holy
Family Statue

November 2009
Erling and Louise Stenger
Annunciation Council #12658
December 2009
Brian and Pat Dawson
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312

Date

Location

March 7, 2010

Lethbridge

March 20, 2010

Wainwright

March 27

Whitecourt

April 10, 2010

Red Deer

April 17, 2010

Calgary

April 24, 2010

Grande Prairie

June 5, 2010

Edmonton

CONDOLENCES
Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule
Our prayers to the family of Henri Peterson who
passed away January 21, 2010.

Date

Location

May 1, 2010

Calgary

(Continued from page 13 State Mass Times Booklet Chairman )

Calendar of Events
Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to: K of C Council 4530, 18415- 80 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8
Ed Matheson
State Mass Times Booklets Chairman
(780) 487-6484 (H), 717-2123 (C),
487-9586 (F), Email: edmath@telus.net

Annual State Council Meeting (Convention)
Lethbridge Felix Michna
(403) 381-6422
May 14-16, 2010
2010 State Hockey Tournament
Wainwright, Andre Poulin
(780) 842-3581
March 19-21, 2010
2010 State Curling Bonspiel
St. Albert the Great Council, Calgary
Bill Werbowski
(403) 257-1764
March 12– 14, 2010

Father Michael J.
McGivney Founder of
the Knight of
Columbus
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2011 State Curling Bonspiel
Leduc Council #7061
More information to follow
When applying for Athletic events, please use the specific
form. Forms can be found in the GK Manual.
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca
Message from the State Deputy

June 2010
Message from the State Chaplain

“Thank you my
Brother Knights”

“The end of the Year
of the Priest”
Neil C. Gannon

T

s we approach the end of this Columbian
year I take this opportunity to express sincere thanks
for your support and warn hospitality during this
past year. As Cecile and I travelled throughout the
jurisdiction we experienced true fraternity and unity
along with a real sense of commitment to carrying
out Father McGivney’s vision of serving our God,
our Church, our families, and our fellowman.
I thank my colleagues on the State Board, District
Deputies, Directors and Chairmen, and most of all
the Brother Knights and families who consistently
give of themselves to achieve the goals of our great
organization.
Thank you also to the organizing committees of two
very successful events held during the month of
May, the State Convention and the Banquet honouring our Supreme Knight Carl Anderson. Both of
these events made me feel very proud to be a member of the Knights of Columbus.

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

W

ear Brother Knights:

The State Convention is over. Thanks to the efforts of the
Lethbridge committee it was quite enjoyable.
During this time I will be in Rome to celebrate the end of
the Year of the Priest with the Holy Father and the other
State Chaplains. It is as it began on the Solemnity of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. The Secretary of the Congregation
for the clergy, Archbishop Mauro Piacenza wrote at the
beginning:
“Yes, Conversion every day of our lives so that Christ’s
manner of life may be the manner of life made ever more
manifest in each one of us. We must exist for others, we
must undertake to live with the People in union of holy
and divine love, which obliges us to live in authentic
solidarity with those who suffer and live in poverty.”
We should be praying for our Holy Father who has to
carry the great burden of all the priests’ lives
which did not follow the Good Shepherd Christ?

To Father Henry Rosenbaum, we thank you for your
spiritual direction , and we look forward to another
successful year.

May you and your families have a great summer and enjoy your life.

Fraternally,
Neil Gannon

Vivat Jesus!

May the Lord bless you!

Fr. Henry Rosenbaum, SAC

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Gary Johnson

By Phil Birch

j

ell, Brother Knights, our 2010 State Convention was a great success!
Congratulations to the Lethbridge Convention Committee for a job well done!
And, congratulations to all of the award winners recognized at the Convention as well as to those who were
elected to attend the Supreme Convention to be held in
Washington DC. in August of this year!
We were honoured to have Supreme Warden Mickey
Casavant and his wife Astrid as well as , Supreme Membership and Program Coordinator Dan O’Hara and his
wife Joanne at our Convention.
But, Brother Knights, please don’t put your feet up for
the summer just yet as we must push hard to meet our
membership quota before the end of June and then we
will be gathering for the District Deputy Meeting June
11th- 12th in Red Deer!
With that June Meeting in mind, I would like to comment briefly on the role played by your District Deputy.
As your District Deputy represents both our Supreme
Knight as well as our State Deputy, it is important that
all Council Officers and members familiarize themselves
with the respect due to your District Deputy.
The District Deputy should always be properly attired
when attending meetings: should be seated in front near
the Grand Knight: should always be called upon to speak
and all members should rise when he is introduced. He
should always be seated at the head table at any Council
function even if he is not on the speaking program.
The District Deputy should be in regular contact with all
Grand Knights in his District and he should insure that
he is available when called upon.
Please feel free to call on myself or State Warden Ron
Schuster at any time if you require more information..
And, if we do not see you at the District Deputy Meeting
in June, I would like to wish each and every one of you
and your families a great summer!
Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson
State Secretary
Page 2

j

orthy Brothers,

I would like to thank you for your support over the
past year. In particular, I would like to thank
Brother Charles Russell for all his assistance and
Shauna for keeping me on track.
As we approach the end of the Columbian year, we
need to get the Semi-Annual Audit report in to Supreme, along with the report of newly elected Council Officers. This information is also required at the
State Office to ensure that your Council is receiving
all of the reports and newsletters that affect you for
the upcoming year.
For most Councils, summer is a time of relaxation
and fun activities. It should be a time for the new
and old executives to get together to pass over the
reins, a time to start planning activities for the new
year, and a time to draft a budget. Regional Leadership Seminars are being scheduled for July in Edmonton and Calgary, August in Lethbridge, and the
Fall for the rest of the Province. District Deputies
will be contacting Grand Knights with the dates.
While some Brothers may feel they don’t need to
attend these meetings, it is important for them to
attend to pass on some of their knowledge and to
pick up some new pointers that can assist them in
doing a better job. For new Executive members,
these meetings are an invaluable source of information.
It is important to ensure that the Council, District
and State Board follow the Constitution, Bylaws,
and resolutions for the operation of our activities
within the legal and financial constraints that govern
us. Ask the questions that concern you and know
that your State Board will respond and follow up.
Incoming Financial Secretaries and Treasurers need
to get all of the information necessary to carry out
their responsibilities. Councils need to ensure that
Bank signing authorities are changed in a timely
manner and meet the requirements of Council bylaws and the Constitution.
(Continued on page 10)
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By William J. Smith

By Ronald Schuster

j

ell the 2010 Annual Convention in
Lethbridge has concluded. It was a great success,
and we have to say thank you to the Convention
Committee and the members themselves that attended the Convention to make it successful.
Part of my responsibility was to present the Resolutions. My committee spent time before hand reviewing the resolutions and worked with the Councils making presentations. Several accommodations
and changes were made to the original resolutions
two months ago, and the end result made for a very
quick review of the resolutions at the Convention.
The time spent in preparation, and the smooth handling of the resolutions at the Convention was one
of the quickest on record. I want to thank the Resolutions Committee members for their time and the
Convention attendees for their patience and understanding in handling the resolutions.
Directors, Chairmen and Grand Knights - One of the
resolutions dealt with timing of events and scheduling. Please check with previous calendar events already scheduled. While it may not be always possible to only have one activity on a given day, your
members should be aware of other activities and the
effect they may have on attendance and support.
We are on to new business for the end of this fraternal year. When you have completed your elections
for next years executive, please send in the list of
the executive to Supreme and complete the State
Roster report for Shauna for next years Roster. If
all the positions are not filled in, send in the forms
and when the positions are filled, send in an update.
This will ensure Supreme gets out material to those
members over the summer so they can begin their
programs for the 2010-2011 years activities.
I am looking forward to representing you next year
as State Advocate and meeting many of you at the
various activities and events you will be hosting.
Thank you for your support.
William Smith
State Advocate
State Affairs, Volume 13, Number 5, June 2010
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orthy Brother Knights

This past year I have had the opportunity to serve
you as your State Warden. At the Annual State
Convention I again was asked to serve you as the
State Warden for the next Columbian year. I feel
extreme gratitude of the trust you have placed in me
for serving in this position. A position in which I
will do my very best in assisting the State Board and
our Brother Knights. As we endeavor to make your
Jurisdiction the best in the Order, not only for
growth but for our four principals, Charity, Unity,
Fraternity, and Patriotism.
As this Columbian year comes to a close, I have
gained more knowledge of our Order and realize
that we are truly very blessed to have men of Christ
to serve our Church, Community and Country. The
year of the Priest has drawn us closer to the Church
and to our Religious Leaders. We must become
even more active in the areas that create skepticism
within the Church in order to ensure that as Leaders
of the Community we defend our strong beliefs.
This seriously does not come without a struggle for
all of us, which only reinforces our belief.
The new Columbian year will be on us before you
know it. We must continue to move forward during
the summer months, especially the Council Elected
Officers. They should have an Officer meeting during the summer months to set the tone for the new
year. If you wait too long and start moving forward
in September, setting your years activities , budget,
etc. you will fall behind a couple of months. As you
can see, just having the Officers Meeting during the
summer will indeed help.
On the May 26th 2010, our Supreme Knight, Carl
A. Anderson was welcomed to our jurisdiction. A
Dinner hosted in his honor was attended by over
500 Brother Knights and their spouses or friends
plus members of the Clergy in attendance. In attendance was Archbishop Richard Smith , Archbishop
of Edmonton and Bishop David Motiuk the Bishop
of the Ukrainian Eparchy of Edmonton. Our Supreme Knight, who was the guest speaker, spoke
(Continued on page 10)
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From the Master of the Fourth Degree

From the State Communications & PR Director

By Larry Boland

By Ferdie Mendita

Another way to be visible

T

part of and not apart from the order. If you
were present at the Convention in Lethbridge when I
asked all the Fourth Degree Knights to stand up, you
saw that the Fourth Degree are definitely a “working
part” of the Order. I would estimate that 75% of
those in the room were Fourth Degree Knights.
You would also have heard from our Supreme Representative Brother Dan O’ Hara that there are over
50 Councils that have not recruited a member here
in Alberta N.W.T. When Brother Dan put on his
workshop at the Biennial Meeting in Red Deer his
message was that the Fourth Degree must be strong
recruiters to ensure the growth of the Councils so
that we too can continue to grow.
Let’s be visible by our recruitment for the Councils
we belong to. Let’s be visible for our Grand Knights
so that they will see and understand that Fourth Degree members are completely dedicated members of
Council as well as the Assembly. Our visible support to the Grand Knight will establish the rapport
we need to have 100% of our grand Knights become
Fourth Degree Knights and strong supporters of the
Assemblies.
Visibility by recruitment will set the stage for the
year 2010/11, when our goal for the Fourth Degree
will be “Every Priest and every Grand Knight a
Fourth Degree Knight”.
Our motto for this coming year will be “Honoring
the Honor Guard” The year 2010/11 will be to a
year when we look at ways to show appreciation to
our Honor Guards who are being requested to participate at so many different activities. To keep pace
with these requests requires many of the younger
Fourth Degree members to step forward and help
the Honor Guards grow. Requests for our presence
comes for so many different times of the day that
with both an influx of younger and older members

V

ongratulations to the entire 2010 Convention
committee for a job well done.
Thank you for 19 Councils who have submitted
their Newsletter for State Bulletin Awards. It was
quite a number of participations. As for the State
Best Website Award, there were 12 submissions received. Thank you all and congratulations to all
winners, they are the following:
Council Bulletins “A”
Winner St. Peter’s Council No. 7070
First Runner Up - Nazareno Council # 12904
Council Bulletins “B”
Winner – Conseil La Vérendrye # 1938
Council Best Website
Winner – Nazareno Council #12904
First Runner Up - Brother Anthony Council #
10014
For those who have not entered this Columbian
year, hope you are all encouraged to do so for the
next year’s Awards. Ensure you submit your entries
to our State Office. I’d also like to thank those who
sent me a copy of Council’s Bulletin, hoping to receive more from other Councils. I look forward to
meet with some of you to upcoming regional seminars.
I would like to congratulate SD Neil Gannon and
the rest of the State Board Members who have been
re-elected for the next Columbian Year 2010-11.
I’m looking forward to work with you again
throughout the upcoming year. I wish you all the
best as you continue to serve our jurisdiction.
On behalf of myself and my family, we wish you all
a safe and happy summer.
Vivat Jesus.
Brother Ferdie Mendita

(Continued on page 9)
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From the State Program Director

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Willis Winter

By Barney Markowski

T

t the State Convention on Sunday, May 16,
2010, we recognized the winners and the runners up
in the categories of Church, Community, Council,
Family, Youth and Pro-Life activities as well as recognizing the best Council bulletins and Websites. I
would like to acknowledge all the Councils who
participated in the State Service program and submitted entries. There were a very large number of
entries for the judges to review. Your sharing of
your activities is what makes the Knights of Columbus great. Keep it up!
The winners of this year’s State Program are listed
below along with the title of their submission. The
“A” category is for Councils with 101 members or
more and the “B” category is for Councils with 100
members or less.
Those with an asterisk beside them will be submitted to Supreme Council to be judged with other submissions from throughout the Order.
COUNCIL BULLETINS “A”
Winner: St. Peter’s Council #7070
1st Runner-up: Nazareno Council # 12904
COUNCIL BULLETINS “B”
Winner: La Vérendrye Council # 1938
CHURCH ACTIVITIES “A”
Winner: “Supporting Our Seminarians” Brother Anthony Council # 10014*
1st Runner-up: “Stained-Glass Window for a
Chapel” St. Patrick’s Council # 10547
CHURCH ACTIVITIES “B”
Winner: “Assisting in Liturgy” Our Lady Queen of
Poland Council # 14490
1st Runner-up: “Corpus Christi Procession” Father
Jan Otlowski Council #14497
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES “A”
Winner: “Polish Festival-Our Lady Queen of Peace”
Father Jan Otlowski Council # 14497*
(Continued on page 13)
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rother Knights: “Please Note.”
A noteworthy reminder to you that you were chosen
to do God’s work to promote prayers and funding
for vocations to religious life….
My ongoing concern is to reach those Councils and
Assemblies who at present do not participate in this
State sponsored project. To be recorded for this year
send donations to State Office by December 15th.
Thanks to all who contributed at the State Banquet
$523.54 in support of vocations, was donated, and
in five months $17,000.00. Well done Brothers
Congratulations Brother Knights on your appointment to various positions of our great order. Have a
great summer.
Barney Markowski, State Pennies Chairman

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the AlbertaNorthwest Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Deadline
for submissions is the 15th day of the month prior to
publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Ferdinand Mendita
164 Ormsby Rd East, Edmonton, AB T5T 5T3
E-Mail: ferdiemendita@shaw.ca Telephone:
(780) 483-0997
State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca
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From the State Membership Director—North

U

By Max Clesielski

From the Agency
By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

f

rother Knights,

I take this opportunity to thank you for your commitment and dedication to the growth of our Order.
We must constantly expand. New members bring
new energy and ideas to the Council. The Brother
Knights we have recruited in this Columbian Year
now enjoy lasting friendships and protection for
their families. Congratulations to all Councils who
have reached their assigned membership intake
quota. At the time of printing, not all of the form
100s have reached the supreme office to be registered. To Councils without successful recruitment–
we thank and wish you better luck next year.
July through August are traditionally slow recruitment months, however with a little bit of effort,
your council could be ready to host a First Degree
late August or early September.
Next month your Councils will make some changes
in the executives. On behalf of the State Membership Team, thank you to all who have served and
congratulations to the incoming Council leaders. We
offer you assistance whenever you need it.
Before we enjoy our Alberta sunshine, there is one
more task to be done. Please check if you still have
any prospects to be initiated by June 30, 2010. We
need the members in order to keep Alberta in the
Honor Circle. Also, Financial Secretaries may find a
Form 100 not sent in their briefcases, Supreme accepts taxes until closing time at 4:30 pm on June 30,
2010 (2:30 pm Alberta time).
I wish you a wonderful and relaxing family– orientated summer.

tandard & Poor’s describes Knights
of Columbus Insurance as “Extremely
Strong”
For seventeen years in a row, Standard &
Poor’s, the prominent, independent financial analysis and ratings firm, has ranked Knights of Columbus Insurance “AAA (Extremely Strong).” Despite a
weak global economy, the Order’s Insurance program
not only maintained this highest ranking, but set new
records for sales and insurance in force.
For more than a century, Knights of Columbus insurance
has provided its members with the top-quality insurance
products for the financial security of their families. The
Order has also maintained business and investment practices that have kept it financially stable. Knights can depend on K of C Insurance to be there when needed.
For life insurance, retirement products, or long-term care
insurance, contact your local agent to learn how
Knights of Columbus Insurance can become your Shield
for Life.
Alongside the Order’s fraternal emblem the new shield
icon will become a mainstay of Knights of Columbus
Insurance advertising and marketing. Knights of Columbus Insurance is offered by a North American network of
more than 1,400 professional full-time agents dedicated
to member service. The Knights of Columbus has nearly
$75 billion of insurance in force and more than $14 billion in assets. For the name of your Fraternal Benefit
Advisor please call AB/NWT regional office at 403-3432242.
Vivat Jesus!
Marc Bouchard
General Agent

Vivat Jesus!
Max Clesielski
State Membership Director North
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Presentation to Archbishop Richard Smith a
Cheque to the Cornerstone of Faith Campaign.
In picture Archbishop Richard Smith, Supreme
Knight, Carl Anderson and State Deputy Neil
Gannon

Oratorical Winner Christobel Amanoh and her
family at the 2010 State Convention in
Lethbridge.

Apr 24, 2010 Major Degree Candidates from
Districts 2, 3, and 8 in Grande Prairie
State Affairs, Volume 13, Number 5, June 2010

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson and State Deputy holding plaque that will go on the Father
Michael J McGivney Tower.

Sir Knight Ken & Lady Sharron Dorscher, presenting a hand sewn commemoration of Council 4878’s 5oth Anniversary

SK Fred Bremner, SK Ray Khuller and SK John
Bothwell at 4th degree exemplification at St.
Cecilia’s
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PICTURES FROM THE 2010 CONVENTION IN LETHBRIDGE, ALBERTA

The Family of the Year from Brother Anthony
Council in picture SD Neil Gannon The Clarke
Family and Ruby Reyes and Vince Reyes, State
Family Director
In Picture Supreme Warden, Mickey Casavant 1st
runner-up District Deputy of Year Joe Novakowski,
DD #3 and SD, Neil Gannon

In picture Supreme Warden, Mickey Casavant,
Dorothy Picardo, District Deputy of the Year, Patrick Picardo and SD, Neil Gannon

Pro-life Award presented to Archbishop Monahan
Council 4878 in picture SD, Neil Gannon, DD #28
Ray Khuller, GK, Michael Driscoll and Supreme
Warden, Mickey Casavant

In Picture SD, Neil Gannon, Cecile Gannon, Marc
Chiasson, Knight of the Year Clem Chiasson,
Theresa Chiasson, Astrid Casavant & Supreme
Warden, Mickey Casavant
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Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can submit to the state office though
email at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg
format please. Please provide a brief
description of picture.
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From the State Financial Secretaries Chairman

From the Charitable Foundation

By Ed Matheson
By Julito R. Reyes, PSD, President of the ACF

June 2010

j

orthy Financial Secretaries,

Report of Elected Officers:
By this time all the Elected Officers Report for
2010-2011 should be submitted on-line, faxed or
mailed to Supreme. The preferred method is submitted on-line. If you are unsure of the on-line process
please email me and I will give you the process on
how to do it. My email address is shown below.
Help your program people to prepare and send in all
Service Program Award Applications. See Council
Report Forms Booklet.
Ensure all your members know about the Following:
Accidental Death Insurance is effective for both
Knights and Wives with PAID UP Dues. Advise
every member that has not paid that this benefit
could be lost to him. This insurance message is so
important that I will repeat it in every State Affairs for another year.
God Bless, thank you & JUST DO IT!!
Ed Matheson
State Financial Secretaries Chairman
(780) 487 6484 (H), 717 2123 (C),
487 9586 (F) , Email edmath@telus.net
(Continued from page 4 Master, Larry Boland)

are needed to fulfill the requests and not have to
deny any one the opportunity to have an Honor
Guard.
The Patriotic Arm. So many ways to be visible.
Please join us.
Larry Boland
Master
State Affairs, Volume 13, Number 5, June 2010

T

t the outset, on behalf of the ACF Board of
Directors, I would like to congratulate and offer my
best wishes to State Deputy, Bro. Neil Gannon and
the State Executive officers for a successful Columbian Year 2010 – 2011.
Last February 28, 2010, our Foundation Board of
Directors had voted unanimously to start our first
letter campaign to all Brother Knights in the Diocese of St. Paul requesting them to make the Alberta
Charitable Foundation one of their charities. Hopefully, it would be an-going charity for them to support. Over the years, with the generous donation of
Brother Knights, your Foundation has been able to
provide many charitable donations to eligible
groups.
I am very happy to announce that the Alberta Charitable Foundation Board and the State Executive
Board had agreed effective immediately and up to
the end of the current lease which is July 31, 2012 to
share costs of operating the Red Deer Alberta
Knights of Columbus State Council office. This has
been an on-going challenge to resolve for both parties for few years. Finally, at their meeting held in
Lethbridge, Alberta last May 14, 2010, the State Executive Board had ratified an agreement formulated
by a 4-man committee represented by both parties.
On behalf of the ACF directors, I would like to
thank the State Executive Board under the leadership of State Deputy Neil Gannon for taking this
momentous stand in ending this impasse that we had
for many years. What has transpired is a fulfillment
of the saying “For the Good of the Order” has finally come to fruition in our jurisdiction!
One of the initiatives your Foundation Board is trying to be involved with, is to have a project that
would be very close to the grassroots level – the
councils, the districts, the chapters. On Tuesday,
September 28, 2010 we are embarking on a new
venture - A “Clergy and Knights Golf Tournament”
(Continued on page 14)
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From the State Family Director

(Continued from page 2 State Treasurer)

By Vince Reyes

The State Council has a new insurance provider for
2010:
Hendry Swinton McKenzie
Insurance Services Inc.
830 Pandora Ave.
Victoria, BC V8W 1P4
Ph: (250) 388-5555
Councils may use the following link to apply for
Special Event Coverage with Host Liquor present:
http://www.palcanada.com/images/stories/forms/
alberta/specialeventsss.pdf
Updated information on the Charities Appeal Raffle
and available Council funds will likely be sent out
in late July or early August. Remember that you can
only get this information if the Red Deer office has
complete and up-to-date information on your Council Executive Roster. Please ensure that this is sent
in as soon as possible.
Phil Birch
State Treasurer

(Continued from page 3 State Warden, Ron Schuster)

from “A Civilization of Love“ of which he is the
author.
On Thursday morning, State had a State Board
Meeting and Supreme Knight Carl Anderson attended as well for a short period of time. We were
most fortunate that this occurred since it was our
understanding this is a rare privilege. Again Supreme Knight Carl Anderson’s message was strong
and very supportive of the Alberta/NWT Jurisdiction and the work our Brother Knights are doing.
As this Columbian Year is coming to a close I
would like to take this opportunity to thank all the
Brother Knights and their families for the incredible
support you have shown the Knights of Columbus
Alberta /NWT Jurisdiction. Wishing you and yours
a restful and safe summer.
God Bless you and your Family
Viviat Jesus
Ron Schuster
State Warden
Page 10

“Exemplary Role Models”

V

ongratulations to Brother Bob and Denise
Clarke as well as to their four wonderful children,
Robert, Katie, Ian and Michael, for being chosen as
the State Council “Family of the Year” for Columbian Year 2009-2010.

State Deputy Neil Gannon presented this most prestigious award to the well deserving family during
the 100th Annual General Meeting’s State Deputy’s
Banquet and Awards Night held at the Coast
Lethbridge Hotel in Lethbridge, Alberta on May 15,
2010.
Winston Churchill once said: “There is no doubt
that it is around the family and the home that the
greatest virtues, the most dominating virtues of human society are created, strengthened, and maintained.”
The Clarke Family truly epitomizes Churchill’s
words.
They have been active parishioners of Holy Family
Parish in St. Albert since 1991.
Brother Bob has been a part of Brother Anthony
Council since 1992 and was appointed by the Supreme Knight as Financial Secretary in July 2007.
From day one, he has been actively involved in his
council’s activities. As a Squires Counsellor, he engaged the Brother Anthony Kowalczyk Squires Circle No. 4745 in organizing basketball free throw
tournaments and annual bike-a-thon to raise funds
for Special Olympic athletes and for the Kids for
Cancer Society. He finds time to be involved with
other worthwhile community endeavours by being a
fund-raiser for the Heart and Stroke Foundation, the
Lung Association, the Canadian Cancer Society, and
has held several executive positions with the St. Albert Sailfish Summer Club and Alberta Summer
Swimming Association.
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10 State Family Director, Vince Reyes)

Denise, wife and mother, raised their four children
as a stay at home mom. She shared her time, talent,
and treasure with the Church and Community. She
is a proud member of the CWL, responsible for
Family Christian Life, and the Parish Refugee Committee. She sponsors a child in India through Plan
Canada. As a member of the Parish Pastoral Care
Team and a Eucharistic Minister, she takes communion to shut-in seniors at Youville Extended Care
Home, delivers flowers to the home, leads prayers
for the sick, and arranges memorial Masses.
Bob and Denise’s acts of selflessness and service to
church, community, and society resonate throughout
all their children as well.
Robert, their eldest son, joined the Canadian Armed
Forces after obtaining a university degree specializing in genetics. Since high school, he was a reservist with the military. He just took a tour of duty in
Afghanistan. His patriotism, a principle of the
Knights of Columbus, is beyond compare. He
walks the talk, so to speak.
Katie, their only daughter in the family, works as a
consultant for an engineering firm in Calgary. Katie
has volunteered, prepared, and served meals at a
Calgary drop-in center for the needy. She takes
time off on a regular basis to volunteer at the Children’s Hospital in Calgary. She is a blood donor
and is on the bone marrow registry. Last summer,
she participated in the Ride to Conquer Cancer and
managed to raise $6500.
Sons Ian and Michael were former altar servers,
leaders as Squires, proud members of the Knights of
Columbus, and now university students.
Ian was a student union executive representative.
Through his fraternity, he participated in fundraising for Canadian Diabetes Association and Canadian Institute for the Blind. He recently competed
in a bike-a-thon which raised money for AIDS
awareness and education. In his first year with the
fraternity, he won the Philanthropy (Community
Service) award.

Counsellor for the Squires Circle. When he went to
university, he joined his brother’s fraternity. He
volunteered in gathering and delivering over 1900
pounds of food for the Food Bank. He enjoyed volunteering at Camp Shoe Horse, a summer camp for
children with mentally challenged difficulties, and
with Raise-A-Reader program which fills donated
backpacks with teddy bears, books, and toys for underprivileged children. Last Christmas, he volunteered in the Salvation Army’s annual fund raising
event, the Santa Shuffle in order to raise money for
needy families.
Quite clearly, the greatest virtues like justice, kindness, and love that the Clarke Family create,
strengthen, and maintain around their family and
home, are generously shared with others. The
Clarke Family brings an attitude of gratitude to life,
as they wholeheartedly embrace a stewardship journey of sharing their gifts of time, talent, and treasure. Each of their acts and contributions is for the
betterment of the Church, Council, Community, and
Youth.
Truly, they are exemplary role models and are very
worthy of the distinction and title of the State Family of the Year.
Vivat Jesus!

Vince R. Reyes
State Family Director

FLASH !!!!
“Clergy and Knights Golf Tournament”
On Tuesday, September 28, 2010
At Meadowlands Golf Club
Net proceeds will be donated to
Cornerstone of Faith
(Registration form can be found in this package)

Michael is the Inside Guard of his council and a
State Affairs, Volume 13, Number 5, June 2010
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In Solidarity With Our Priests
From St. Bonaventure Council #7432

From the State Vocations Chairman
By Ed Matheson

g

o commemorate the Year for Priests, St. Bonaventure Council 7432, Calgary, Alberta with participation
from Msgr John J. O’Brien Assembly, and the Catholic
Women’s League (CWL) held a Year for Priests Celebration on January 23, 2010. SK Dennis Castellino,
PSD, PVSM, organized an excellent event to recognize
the priests who have served at St. Bonaventure Parish.

Members of Monsignor John J.
O’Brien Assembly 2786 provided
the Honour Guard
for the Mass
while other members participated
in the evening’s
program.
Sir
Knight Ian Clark
acted as the Master of Ceremonies
to direct the evening’s activities.
Sir Knight Dennis
Castellino gave a
stirring tribute to
the priests in recognizing
their
Master of Ceremonies SK Ian
Clark, Guard Members: SK Mar- contributions to
tial Boulet,, Commander SK James the parish.
Burke and, SK Leo Klein.
After the dinner,
Sir Knight Mike Subasic recounted the Parish’s history
from its inception in 1972 to the present, peppering the
timeline with anecdotes about the serving priests. Fr.
Julian Studden, Fr. Bill Stephenson and the sister of Fr.
John McNamee entertained the audience with stories of
their time at St. Bonaventure. The evening concluded
with closing remarks by the current pastor and Chaplain
of Council 7432, Fr. Wilbert Chin Jon.
The Parish Centre was filled to capacity by a crowd of
200 people who enjoyed a delicious meal prepared by the
CWL.
During this Year for Priests, the Celebration held at St.
Bonaventure Parish was a fitting tribute to the priests
who have served the parish since its founding.

Important

Vocations
Important

Important
February 2010

W

orthy Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries

The State supported vocation efforts are:
RSVP.
Council Report Form Booklet indicates that for
every $500 donated, the council or assembly is eligible for a refund of $100 from the Supreme Council. See page 27 of Report Forms Booklet.
VOCATION AWARENESS IN SCHOOLS
We have made a change in the Project Description
to focus on only three grades in the schools, Grades
Four, Five & Six. See the supporting letter distributed with the June 2010 State Affairs. A main result
is to display all the products by the children in
Churches, Community Halls and places where the
people gather so that people will be able to see what
our children are thinking about with respect to a Religious Vocation. The top choices can be sent to
State Office so that winning prizes can be given to
the students of exceptional art or article.
Please think about it.
Thank you & JUST DO IT!!
God Bless
Ed Matheson
State Vocations Chairman
(780) 487-6484 (H), 717-2123 (C) ,
487-9586 (F), E-mail: edmath@telus.net

(Continued on page 16)
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From the Basketball Free Throw Chairman

(Continued from page 5 State Program Director, Willis Winter)
st

1 Runner-up: “Grocery & Gas Card Program”
Nazareno Council # 12904
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES “B”
Winner: “Supporting our Sisters of the Holy Name
of Jesus” Our Lady Queen of Poland Council #
14490
1st Runner-up: “Fundraising for Haiti Quake
Victims” San Lorenzo Ruiz Council # 14746
COUNCIL ACTIVITIES “A”
Winner: “2009 Charity Golf Tournament”
Nazareno Council # 12904*
1st Runner-up: “Ladies’ Night 2010” Brother Anthony
Council # 10014
COUNCIL ACTIVITIES “B”
Winner: “Knights of Columbus Annual Dinner &
Dance” Father Jan Otlowski Council # 14497
1st Runner-up: “Formation of K of C Choir Group
14746” San Lorenzo Ruiz Council # 14746
FAMILY ACTIVITIES “A”
Winner: “Ladies Appreciation/Council Recognition
Awards Night/Council 60th Anniversary Celebration”
Grande Prairie Council # 3241*
1st Runner-up: “Philippine Typhoon Relief
Drive” Nazareno Council # 12904
FAMILY ACTIVITIES “B”
Winner: “Parish Picnic” Our Lady Queen of Poland
Council # 14490
1st Runner-up: “Family Picnic” San Lorenzo Ruiz
Council # 14746
YOUTH ACTIVITIES “A”
Winner: “Schools Signs” St. Patrick’s Council # 10547*
1st Runner-up: “Basketball Free Throw” Nazareno
Council # 12904

By John Mommersteeg

b

ne hundred, thirty-five youth, ages ten to fourteen,
from across Alberta and the Northwest Territories participated in the 2010 Knights of Columbus Provincial
Free Throw Championship. The Provincial event was
combined with each of the nine Regional events held
across Alberta and Northwest Territories. The Regional
events were held in Spirit River, St. Paul, Fort
McMurray, Edmonton, Wainwright, Red Deer, Calgary,
Lethbridge and Medicine Hat. Northwest Territories did
not participate this year. The top three shooters in each
category of the Regional throw-offs competed in a playoff round to qualify for the Provincial champions. The
score sheets were then collected to determine the Provincial champions in each category based on the Provincial
scores.
Each contestant was allowed three practice shots and
then shot twenty-five consecutive free throw shots in the
contest. Ties were settled by having the tied contestants
shoot successive rounds of five free throws per competitor until a winner emerged.
In the Girls’ division, the winners are:
•

10-year-olds – Morgan Rolfe from Airdrie (21)

•

11-year-olds – Lexi Wiese from Westlock (16)

•

12-year-olds – Brittany Kachuck from Calgary (19)

•

13-year-olds – Akshya Dookan from Medicine Hat
(16)

•

14-year-olds – Kearan Meagher from Calgary (19)

In the Boys’ division, the winners are:

YOUTH ACTIVITIES “B”
Winner: “Helping Children in Ukraine” Queen of Poland
Council # 14490
1st Runner-up: “First Communion” Father Jan Otlowski
Council # 14497

•

10-year-olds – Rofi Jospeh from Calgary (22)

•

11-year-olds – Nicholas Hager from Calgary (22)

•

12-year-olds – Cole Albersworth from Airdrie (19)

PROLIFE ACTIVITIES “A”
Winner: “Rachel Rosary Garden” Archbishop Monahan
Council # 4878*
1st Runner-up: “Memorial for the Unborn”
St. Bonaventure Council # 7432

•

13-year-olds – Brenden Schafer from Medicine Hat
(21) and
(Continued on page 15)

(Continued on page 15)
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From the Wheelchair Foundation
By Jerry O’Connor, State Wheelchair Foundation Chairman

Another successful convention has gone by and still
there seems to be so much more left to be done.
However, one of the things that we need to do as
Knights of Columbus is to pause and stop for a moment and reflect on all of our wonderful achievements that we have completed thus far in this Columbian year.

T

s chairman for the Knights of Columbus
Wheelchair Foundation, I am pleased to report that
councils still continue to support this wonderful
world humanitarian program for which I am ever
grateful on behalf of all my brother knights. I continue to hear from some councils of their thoughts
and ideas about upcoming projects that they have in
mind towards fund raising for our Wheelchair Program. Such comments only point to our complete
enthusiasm for this worthy program in support of
poverty throughout the world. God knows that our
continued good deeds and good works are surely
needed now and certainly for the foreseeable future
to come.

been invited at their school celebration event and
State will be presenting a Knights of Columbus
achievement award to the student body. Celebrations such as these are where the Knights of Columbus need to be in support of our students.
Acts of kindness and generosity such as these in
support of world poverty are wonderful testaments
of the accomplishments that are waiting to be
achieved by all who dare to care.
Once again I would be remiss if I did not close by
expressing my sincere gratitude and thanks to all
brother knights and our students as well for their
continued and unwavering support for this wonderful Wheelchair program in the name of world poverty.
Jerry O'Connor
Social justice must have a beginning if its abuses
are ever to have an end.
"DARE to CARE"

(Continued from page 9 FDN President, Julito R. Reyes)

It was my sincere pleasure and honor to have given
acknowledgment awards to two of our councils for
their extra efforts that they gave towards the program at our state convention. Another acknowledgment that needs to be given deserved recognition is
to our youth here in Alberta for which the Knights
of Columbus are proud to be associated with as they
too offer their unselfish good deeds and good works
in the name of poverty.
Recently, the Catholic school of Louis St. Laurent
Junior/High School in Edmonton held a Dance
Revolution marathon (DDR) towards raising funds
for the victims of those recent earthquakes in both
Chile and Haiti. To my astonishment and wonderful
surprise, two hundred wheelchairs were donated as a
result of their good deeds. This is the character and
moral fortitude of our Catholic students and the
Knights of Columbus are indeed proud of our association with them and in support of them as well.
This coming June 2, 2010, our State jurisdiction has
Page 14

where the net proceeds would go to the construction
of the new St. Joseph Seminary and Newman Theological College in Edmonton which would serve the
Western Canada. It will be held @Meadowlands
Golf Club, Sylvan Lake. AB. We request that you
include your chaplain/priest in your 4- some. You
could also send an individual registration and the
committee would be very glad to assign you on a 4some. A registration form could be found in this
State Affairs package. This once in a lifetime project has the full support of all the Western Bishops
and also, of our very own State Council. We would
also endeavor to invite Archbishop Smith and
Bishop Henry to join us in this great project.
On behalf of the Foundation Directors, I would like
to wish you all a very safe and happy summer!
God bless
Julito R. Reyes, President, ACF
State Affairs, Volume 13, Number 5, June 2010
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From the State Mass Times Booklet Chairman
By Ed Matheson

COUNCIL BEST WEBSITE

Winner: Nazareno Council # 12904
1st Runner-up: Brother Anthony Council # 10014
It is gratifying to see the breadth and variety of
the submissions made. Sharing of ideas like these
help all of us grow in our service to Church, Community, Council, Family, Youth and Pro-Life and
to improve the effectiveness of our communications. Thanks to all of you for supporting the Service Programs.
Enjoy your summer.
Vivat Jesus!
Willis Winter
(Continued from page 13 Basketball Free Throw, John Mommersteeg)

•

14-year-olds – Kesser Ahsan from Airdrie (21).

The score sheet for the first place finisher in each of the
ten categories is sent to the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council in New Haven, Connecticut. The score
sheets from all State and Provincial competitions are
then used to declare International Free Throw Champions based on the top score.
On behalf of the sixty-one participating KC Councils, I
thank all the participants, their parents and teachers for
assisting the Knights of Columbus in making this youth
activity a success. I also thank all the Free Throw Chairmen looking after the sixty-one Council Free Throw
events, the twenty-nine District Free Throw events and
the eight Regional/Provincial events.
Many thanks go to the following Regional Free Throw
Chairmen for organizing and coordinating their respective events. Thanks go to Gary Ewing from Spirit River,
Stanley Bartlett from Fort McMurray, Ken Pshyk from
St. Paul, Brian Boos from Wainwright, John Mommersteeg from Edmonton, Stephen Merredew from Red
Deer, Ross Szentmiklossy from Calgary, Michael Anctil
from Medicine Hat and Bernard Miller from Milk River
(Lethbridge).

Mass Times Booklet Project

j

orthy DD’s, GK’s and FS’s,

Worthy Brothers, the Mass Times Booklets are now
printed and we are to receive them June third or
fourth. Our Council will then package them for the
Hotels-Motels and for all the Councils and individuals
that have ordered books. We will take any advantage
to get the books to those of you who will be delivering them. So if anyone is coming in to Edmonton during June please email me and we can arrange for you
to take parcels of the books for your area. Note that
the email, phone and FAX are shown at the bottom
of this article. So please GET IN TOUCH, email is
best.
Of course your cheque is your order for your Council
so if we don’t get your order we can’t send you any.
Note that the largest cost is for the PRINTING and we
cannot keep the company waiting till we get all the
money collected. So please, decide on your order
now and send your cheque.
God Bless, Thank you again & JUST DO IT!!
Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:
Date:
Number of Booklets Required:
Name of Person Ordering:

Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to: K of C Council 4530, 18415- 80 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8
Ed Matheson
State Mass Times Booklets Chairman

Please call John Mommersteeg at 780-473-0763 with any
questions or concerns regarding the Free Throw Champi- (780) 487-6484 (H), 717-2123 (C),
onship.
487-9586 (F), Email: edmath@telus.net
State Affairs, Volume 13, Number 5, June 2010
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Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Winners of the Standing Holy
Family Statue

Date

Location

June 19, 2010

Calgary

January 2010
James & Terry Wiesner
Edmonton Council #1184
February 2010
Bob & Denise Clarke
Brother Anthony Council #10014
March 2010
William & Lorraine Williams
Edmonton Council #1184
April 2010
Aaron Stitzenberger
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312

CONDOLENCES
Our prayers to the family of Father Michael Troy
who passed away March 19, 2010.

Father Michael J.
McGivney Founder of
the Knight of
Columbus
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Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

New Schedule

Coming soon
Calendar of Events

Annual State Council Meeting (Convention)
Calgary April 29, 30 & May 1, 2011
2011 State Hockey Tournament
TBA
2011 State Curling Bonspiel
Leduc Council #7061
More information to follow

When applying for Athletic events, please use the specific
form. Forms can be found in the GK Manual.

In Solidarity With Our Priests and Bishops:

Bishop Fredrick Henry with Priests who have
served with or are currently serving at St.
Bonaventure Parish; Fathers Bill Stephenson, Bill
Trienekens, David Meadows, Stan Henke, Julien
Studden, Greg Coupal, and Wilbert Chin Jon
State Affairs, Volume 13, Number 5, June 2010

WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca
Message from the State Deputy

August 2010
Message from the State Chaplain

“LET US CONTINUE OUR

“INTERNATIONAL
CONGRESS FOR PRIESTS”

GOOD WORKS WHILE
GROWING THE ORDER”
Neil C. Gannon

\

had the honor to attend the recent State
Deputies meeting in New Haven. At the meeting,
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson announced that this
past year the Order established new records for both
charitable donations and for the number of volunteer service hours. I was pleased to hear him state
that Alberta placed in the top three jurisdictions for
charitable donations.

While encouraging state deputies to continue to focus on good works, he urged them to also concentrate on membership growth. He stressed that we
must invite every Catholic man and his family to
share membership in the Knights of Columbus. Our
responsibility to insure the continuation of the legacy of the Knights of Columbus is to continue to
grow in numbers and as a result bring in new energy
and fresh ideas.
Brothers, let us this Columbian year recommit ourselves to the mission of the Knights of Columbus,
and strive to discover new ways to serve our God,
church and fellowman. Let us strive to make this our
very best year as Knights of Columbus.
Thank you, brothers, for all of the good work that
you do, and may God bless you and your families.

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

W

ear Brother Knights:

At the end of the Year of the Priest all State Chaplains were invited by the Supreme Knight and the
Supreme Chaplain to participate, in Rome, in the
International Congress for Priests which ended after
instructions, Masses and adoration at St. Paul Outside-the-Walls, with a prayer vigil and concelebrated Mass with Pope Benedict XVI in St. Peter’s
Square.
Part of the visit was a pilgrimage in which we visited the major basilicas, St. Peters and the excavations, the Lateran and Maria Maggiore. On Saturday was a pilgrimage to Assisi which I skipped to
visit my confreres at the Generalate of the Pallottine
Fathers. There was also a civic celebration at the
museum next to the Roman City Hall with the
Mayor of Rome and Cardinal Bertone commemorating 90 years of charitable activities of the Knights of
Columbus in the city of Rome.
The greatest experience was the confraternal exchange of the state chaplains. We somehow grew
together in prayer, in helping each other and just
talking to each other.

Fraternally,
Neil C. Gannon
State Deputy

Particular thanks to Fr. John Grace who was the organizer of the tour.
(Continued on page 12)

From the State Secretary

From
the State
Treasurer
From
the Agency

By Gary Johnson

By Phil Birch

j

ell, Brother Knights, summer seems to be
flying by!
Your State Board members, along with your State
Program Directors and their committee members,
have been busy presenting Officer Seminars
throughout our jurisdiction.
If you and any of your council executive have already attended one of the seminars, we extend our
sincere thanks! If you have a Seminar coming up
soon in your District, we encourage you and your
executive to attend.
In regards to State Scholarships, if you have been
advised that you have a winner in your council, we
encourage you to arrange to make the presentation
of the check to the winner at a parish Mass or
church or council function and that you try to include your District Deputy and any State Officers
who are members of your Council.
Please call or e-mail me if I may be of assistance.
Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson
State Secretary

Z reetings Brother Knights,
Thank you for the confidence you have placed in me
by selecting me as your State Treasurer for this Columbian year. I want to thank Brother Charles Russell for all of his assistance this past year.
We had a successful Charities Appeal Raffle last
year. Your council will be advised shortly of your
share of the proceeds. For the upcoming raffle, I
would recommend that councils concentrate their
sales efforts in the period prior to the Early Bird
Draw, which will be held at the end of January,
2011. Use the remainder until the final draw for
clean-up sales and submission to Brother Paul
Froment. The final draw will be held at the Curling
banquet in Leduc in mid March.
On July 1st, the State Council changed insurance
brokers. If Proof of Insurance is required for any
function your council is hosting, such as Mall Raffle
Ticket Sales, you may email:
Vince Knight
vknight@hsminsurance.com with the following information: Council #, Contact Name, Phone #, Fax
#, Description of Function, Dates, Times, Additional
Insured, if required. For Special Event Liquor Coverage: go to the following website to obtain a request form: http://www.palcanada.com/images/
stories/forms/alberta/specialeventsss.pdf
As councils start the planning for the upcoming
year, you should be thinking about the financial impact of your membership and program initiatives.
Setting up the budget means determining your
sources of revenue, such as membership dues and
event fund-raising sources. Your expenses include
per capita to Supreme and State, program expenses,
RSVP, charitable donations, and fraternal events.
Then comes the discretionary expenses. You need
to remember that just because it is in the budget,
revenue may not be in the bank, and some expenses
don’t have to be spent.
(Continued on page 11)
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From the State Advocate
By William J. Smith

g

he June DD meeting brought our many new
District Deputies and several new directors. State
Deputy Neil has added four new districts to the jurisdiction to provide relief to the districts that had up
to six councils. We thank the district deputies who
continue to provide the leadership their councils
need and welcome the new district deputies. You
District Deputies are a key resource to help your
council meet its goals. Please use them and do not
forget to invite them to your council events and activities.
The new fraternal year has begun and councils
should review their bylaws. First, to see if they
have a copy. By now the old executive should have
handed over the gavel to the new executive. This
includes the Grand Knights Manual (binder), Seminar Handbook (green folder), and correspondence
that the new executive will need. It is of no benefit
to the council sitting in a box in a den or garage.
Second, to see if the bylaws are up to date. Each
council may have specific needs that require change
from time to time, and often get overlooked with a
change in executive.
Protocol at a banquet is always a challenge. When
inviting people to attend council functions, please
use the guidelines in the Grand Knights Manual or
the Seminar Handbook. If you expect guests to
speak, put it in writing. Include a time frame, a possible topic. If they are to make a toast, make sure
they do not bring a speech. Toasts should be limited
to less than a minute. Greetings should be limited to
an acceptable time frame depending on the event,
the number of guests and the time frame allotted to
the keynote speaker. Three to five minutes are reasonable. There should only be one keynote speaker,
and they will be the last speaker. Invited guests are
not expected to speak unless requested, and this
should be clear in the invitation. If you have any
questions contact Ron Shuster, State Warden, for
assistance.

and travel to Nova Scotia. For those of you traveling, please drive safe. Have a wonderful summer
and see you in September.
William Smith
State Advocate.

From the State Warden
By Ronald Schuster

U

rother Knights

Summer is now upon us, and before we realize
it will be almost over.
The State Board will be traveling throughout
Alberta in the next few months for Regional
Seminars in order to bring Brother Knights
news from the top. Please make every effort to
attend these seminars in order to obtain the
most current, up-to-date information from Supreme, via your State Board.
Your DDs will be contacting you as well, encouraging you to attend these Seminars, which
are of importance to your Councils.
Enjoy the rest of the summer months and be
ready to have your running shoes on in the beginning of September.
Our goal is to have Alberta become the top Jurisdiction in the Order for Canada in the new
Columbian Year, which, with your valuable
assistance and dedication to the order, can be a
reality.
God Bless you and your family.
Ron Schuster
State Warden

My summer includes visits from family to Alberta
State Affairs, Volume 14, Number 1, August 2010
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From the Master of the Fourth Degree

\

By Larry Boland

t’s not about me. It’s not about you.
It’s about the Knights of Columbus.

All the recognition of the Honor Guard is for the
Knights of Columbus and although we all know and
say this, it takes a special occasion for this to really
settle in and hit home.
I recently had the honor and privilege to attend the
“Send Off” party for the Alberta Special Olympics
Team at the Delta Airport Hotel. There was only
one person in a room of athletes, parents, coaches,
trainers and well wishers, that I vaguely knew. I was
all by myself and I asked myself, “what am I doing
here and do I really want to put on the Masters
Honor Guard regalia?” After talking to Carmen, the
head of the Special Olympics in Alberta, (you may
have heard her speak at the Lethbridge Convention)
I decided to finish what I came to do. So there I was
dressed in the Masters Gold which really meant
nothing to anyone but me. Many thought I was with
the pipe band. Was I feeling out of place? You bet.
Then the time came to introduce the guests. First
were the politicians. Then I was introduced as representing the Knights of Columbus. Then the comments of how much the Knights of Columbus have
supported the Special Olympics in Alberta, in Canada, North America and the world and how much
they are appreciated by the Special Olympic Committee. With the warm applause that followed I have
to tell you I did not feel so out of place anymore. All
of a sudden the room warmed up to me and many
conversations were struck. The athletes, the parents,
the visitors and the dignitaries no longer looked at
me wondering if I was with the pipe band. They
knew that I was representing the Knights of Columbus. No one knew what a Master was. No one knew
who Larry Boland was. Recognition was quick for
the name of our Order. All the hard work done by
the Councils was quickly remembered. Then came
the request to follow behind the pipe band and lead
the athletes through the Calgary Airport to the departure gate.

different feelings and emotions that I experienced
while doing this. It was truly an experience of a lifetime. It was because of you, all the Knights of Columbus in all the Councils who provided the hard
work and donations to the Special Olympics. I was
blessed and fortunate to be at the Send Off Party to
represent each and every one of you Brother
Knights so that the Special Olympics could thank us
publicly and recognize us for all your hard work and
support. They really wanted us there.
But isn’t this what the Fourth Degree is about? Are
we not supposed to be the visible arm of the Order?
When a group or organization pours out the accolades when the Fourth Degree is present it is not
meant for the Brother Knights who have chosen to
represent you at this activity. It is thanking our State
Board. It is thanking our Councils. It is thanking all
our Brothers. It is recognizing the work and image
of the Knights of Columbus.
With this in mind I ask each and every State Board
member and every Council to understand and appreciate that the Fourth Degree Honor Guard members
are Brother Knights who work hard, practice and
have invested dollars in a uniform that is required to
be part of the Honor Guard. I ask you to take time
this Fraternal year to show your appreciation and
recognition and thanks to all the members of the
Honor Guard in Alberta/NWT. I firmly believe that
most Brothers do not understand how many times
the Honor Guard is called on for civic, church and
community events. Each time it is not about them.
As they dedicate many hours on the road and at
these functions they have one thing in common,
they all know it is for the “Good of the Order.”
Join with me as I dedicate the year of 2010-11 as
“The year of recognition of the Honor Guard.”
You will hear more about this later.
Fraternally yours
Larry Boland
Master

I will never ever be able to fully explain the many
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From the State Program Director

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Willis Winter

By Daniel Schmitz

new Columbian Year and a new beginning for
the Alberta/NWT State. Welcome Back!

Did you attend one of the leadership seminars held in
July and August? If you haven’t, I urge you to take in
one of the remaining seminars. It’s your chance to obtain
very useful information from the presentations and discussions on building your membership, creating great
programs and having fun this Columbian Year!
The summer is a great time to relax and get some vacation time. It’s also a good time to start planning service
program activities for the year and to decide which ones
you will enter for the State Program awards for the categories of Church, Community, Family, Council, Youth
and Pro-Life.
The Supreme Council made Pro-Life a separate category
in the 2009-2010 Columbian year to highlight the
Knights of Columbus continuing efforts to foster a Culture of Life. Let’s build on last year’s success and report
even more Pro-Life activities this year.
For each activity, form a committee to plan the event,
undertake it, and prepare your submission. Good service
programs involve your members and stimulate commitment. They encourage prospective members to join the
Knights of Columbus and encourage current members to
stay. Service programs foster the charity, unity and fraternity of our order. Lastly, service programs develop
your future leaders.
I encourage you to share your ideas and accomplishments with others by submitting your achievements this
year for the State Service Program Awards. Attaining the
Star Council, Columbian, Father McGivney and Founder’s awards gives well deserved recognition of your
successes in promoting charity, unity and fraternalism.
Let’s unite in making this Columbian Year a great success.
Vivat Jesus!
Willis Winter
State Program Director
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orthy Brothers

We will surely miss Brother Barney Markowski after his retirement as the State Pennies for Heaven
Chairman, but we can continue the legacy. Your
send off for him at the last state convention was
heartfelt. Thank you Barney for all that you have
done.
For this new season we will need the executive of
each council or assembly to remember to put out a
jar at the meetings and get a cheque off to Red Deer.
Put a member in charge of this. $5 - $10 a year
makes a difference.
It is the charity and unity of the entire jurisdiction
that make the spare change collected at our meetings
add up. I know our bishops can count on your continued generosity because this is what the Knights of
Columbus and Pennies for Heaven are all about.
And remember –
EVERY PENNY COUNTS!
EVERY VOCATION COUNTS!
God Bless
Daniel Schmitz
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the AlbertaNorthwest Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Deadline
for submissions is the 15th day of the month prior to
publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Ferdinand Mendita
164 Ormsby Rd East, Edmonton, AB T5T 5T3
E-Mail: ferdiemendita@shaw.ca Telephone:
(780) 483-0997
State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca
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From the State Membership Director

From the Agency

By Max Clesielski

A Quick Start to Success

`

embership recruitment is a year round challenge. We urge Councils to start quickly in the summer
months by getting ready for a Membership Recruitment
Blitz in the months of September, October and November.
-Appoint a membership committee
-Order supplies
-Call the Parish Pastor to set a date for a church
Membership Drive.
All of this can be accomplished by a membership committee meeting in August. A well devised plan is the key
to success. Waiting until Spring for a membership drive
is a common choice for some councils. Unfortunately,
this does not always materialize. Spring is a time for occasions such as Palm Sunday, Easter, Mother’s Day and
Graduations. All of this leaves only a few we3ekends for
recruitment.
We suggest a District Membership Committee consisting
of at least one member from each Council. This can be a
great help in Membership Drives. The District Deputy or
a Brother Knight may act as chairman. Too often, we
have a Church Membership Drive, but not sufficient
power to cover all Church exits. The principle of recruitment: Ask him. We have found that being a stranger in
the Parish has some advantage. We prejudge or feel uncomfortable to ask some of the men we know. Being a
stranger in the parish, we are able to offer every Catholic
man the opportunity to share in the joy of membership.
The fact that the man is at Mass is a sign of his devotion
to our Church, and a future Knight.
Let the State Membership Team know of your plans and
we will do our best to help you.
If there is an intention to suspend a member that has
overdue fees, please consider the possibility that he has a
reason for this; unemployed, ill or has changed his address. After all, we are a Brotherhood.
Vivat Jesus
Max Ciesielski
State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

U

etter Price–Possibly,
Better Value-Never

Why should I depend on the Knights of Columbus for my life insurance and retirement
investments?
I. Financial Strength – Rated AAA Extremely
Strong by Standard and Poors (the top rating
given by S&P) – Rated by A.M. Best A++ Superior (top rating given by A.M. Best) – A member
of IMSA (Insurance Market Place Standards Association).
II. Service – Our Supreme Knight and all the members of the Board of Directors are Brother
Knights – the decisions they make are made in
the best interest of the members and their families. Our founder, Michael J. McGivney, had a
dream to create a Catholic organization to take
care of widows and orphans of deceased members. The dream of Fr. McGivney is foremost in
the minds of all of those at the helm of the
Knights of Columbus. Everyone benefits
through professional insurance, retirement and
education planning designed for each member
and their families.
III. Cost – As a Fraternal benefit Society we will
always strive to give our members a diversified
and cost effective portfolio of products.
IV. Fraternal Benefit Society Dividends
1. Dividends paid in 2008 were $369 million.
2. Dividends paid from 2000 to 2009 were
$3.191 billion.
V. Ask any insurance company the following questions:
1. What does the company do each year to promote our Catholic values?
2. How many times did the company televise
the Holy Father on television last year?
3. What kind of Pro-Life campaign does the
company have?
(Continued on page 11)
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Brooks Council 5116 cooks Beef on a Bun for Relay for Life and served 800 people

Incoming GK Mike Bakk and outgoing GK Mike
Driscoll of Council 4878 accepting award from
Past State Deputy, Ken Beauchamp of the Father
McGivney Hall Fund raising committee at St.
Mary’s University College.

GK Dan Fortin of Council 8470 accepting award
from Past State Deputy, Ken Beauchamp of the
Father McGivney Hall Fund raising committee at
St. Mary’s University College.
New First Degree Knights: Council 4749, Quang
Le, Council 7432, Johnny Zarate & Christopher
Howlett, Council 12446, Richard Cuzzettio, Council 15008 Mikko Ayad.

Calgary Chapter Executive: Vice President, Dave
McMillan, President, Les Smith, Treasurer, Javier
Garcia, Recorder, Ross Szentmiklossy
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Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can submit to the state office though
email at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg
format please. Please provide a brief
description of picture.
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State Executive Board & Alberta Charitable Foundation Board signing office agreement. In picture:
IPSD Wally Streit, PSD Charles Pratt, PSD Urbain
Zak, GA Marc Bouchard, PSD Dan Barth, Foundation Treasurer Dave Phillips, PSD Leo Klein, SA
Bill Smith, Foundation President PSD Julito Reyes
and SD Neil Gannon.

State Supply Table at District Deputy Meeting at the
Red Deer Lodge in picture State Supply Chairman,
Kevin LaGrange, State Assistant Chairman, Adam
LaGrange

Participants at Regional Seminar held in Calgary on
July 17th at St. Patrick’s church hall.

Jerry O’Connor State Wheelchair Foundation Chairman with a sample wheelchair that is greatly given
to improve the quality of life of a Child, Teen, Adult
without mobility
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DD Meeting at St. Mary’s parish in Red Deer: SK Fred LaGrange,
SD Neil Gannon, Cecile Gannon, IPSD Wally Streit, Eileen Streit,
Rev. Les Drewicki, SK Seamus Monaghan

District Deputies for the 2010-2011 Columbian Year with SD Neil Gannon at
St. Mary’s Parish
State Affairs, Volume 14, Number 1, August 2010
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From the State Financial Secretaries Chairman

From the Charitable Foundation

By Ed Matheson
By Julito R. Reyes, PSD, President of the ACF

Semi –Annual Audit Report
August 2010

j

orthy Financial Secretaries,

Hi It’s time again for the council Audit. As the Financial Secretary, you have to lead the Audit process that is performed by the Trustees and Grand
Knight. The Financial Secretary and Treasurer are to
have all the documentation ready and answer questions as the Audit is being performed. The Financial
Secretary will mail completed Audit Form to Supreme, State Office and the District Deputy. That
needs to be done by August 15.
If you have a new Grand Knight, it is good practice
to sit down with the Grand Knight to ensure he
knows the Financial Secretaries duties and how he
fits in with accounting processes. It will help him to
know how the Council functions financially.
Ensure that all your newly initiated members are
aware the Knights Accidental Death Insurance is in
effect for both Knights and Wives with PAID UP
Dues.
Manage all suspensions and resignations.
God Bless, thank you & JUST DO IT!!
Ed Matheson
State Financial Secretaries Chairman
(780) 487 6484 (H), 717 2123 (C),
487 9586 (F) ,
Email edmath@telus.net

Y

irst of all, I’d like to welcome and congratulate Bro. Wally Streit as our newest director of the
Alberta Charitable Foundation. Thank you, Brother
Wally.
At the June 12, 2010 Alberta Charitable Foundation
Board of Directors’ meeting held in Red Deer, it
was a great honour and privilege to be elected your
president for Columbian Year 2010-2011.
Our Foundation has 2 main objectives:
• First, to create a capital fund that will generate
investment income which we will use to assist
charitable projects and causes; and,
• Second, we pledge to provide good stewardship
and prudent management of the funds entrusted
to us by the donors and to use the income we
earn to promote and assist charitable projects for
all people, regardless of race, colour or creed.
In terms of fiscal responsibility, our Foundation
Board has managed our financial resources in a very
competent and cost effective manner. Our capital
fund is invested in very secure and insured deposits,
returning the highest rates available at the time of
the investment.
Our Foundation Board is always finding ways and
means of developing strategies for fundraising efforts and a constant review of our investments to
ensure that we maximize our returns. Since our
Foundation is registered under Revenue Canada, it
is allowed to receive donations in all forms. Please
make our Foundation as one of your charities this
year. Please designate your donation for our operating expenses. Tax receipts will be issued and
your donation will be treated in its strictest confidentiality.
Your continued support of our Annual Charities Appeal Raffle will ensure the future support of many of
our worthwhile programs and projects in our jurisdiction.
Last year, the Foundation Board has designated to
(Continued on page 12)
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From the State Family Director

(Continued from page 2 State Treasurer)

By Vince Reyes

By passing a budget at your next general Council
meeting, you will be able to avoid notice-ofmotions. The administrative aspects of your council
operations will become smoother and lead to a successful year.
If I can be of any assistance to your council, please
give me a call.
Fraternally,
Phil Birch

(Continued from page 6 Marc Bouchard)

4.

What has the CEO of the company done to
combat stem cell and embryo research?
5.
What does the company do to promote and
support vocations for priests and religious
life?
6.
How much did the company contribute to
help the families of victims of the September
11th attack?
7.
What kind of support does the company give
to Mother Teresa’s Sisters of Charity?
8.
Does the company guarantee a Catholic University Education to Children of Knights of
Columbus members who are policemen, firemen or military personnel who are killed in
the line of duty?
9.
How much money does the company contribute each year to support the Holy Father’s charities?
10. What has the company done to Support
World Youth Day Toronto 2002?
Is there a better price than the Knights of Columbus? – Possibly. Is there a better value? Never!
Contact your Field Agent, for all your family and
business insurance and investment needs. For the
name and phone # of your agent, please call the Alberta\NWT regional office at (403) 343-2242.

\

“Family of the Month Program”

offer my heartfelt congratulations and best
wishes to our Worthy State Deputy, State Board,
District Deputies, Grand Knights and to all of you
for a productive and successful Columbian Year
2010-2011.

The main purpose of the Family of the Month program, which was instituted by the Supreme Council
in 1978 and was later adopted by our State Council,
is to recognize the development of strong, vibrant
families and to create an even greater awareness of
our many fine and wonderful families.
Entries to the Family of the Month must reach the
Supreme and State Councils by the 15th of the
month following. At the Supreme Council level,
100 selected families every month will directly receive a beautiful Holy Family gift along with a personal letter of congratulations from the Supreme
Knight. From the State Council, one winner is
drawn every month who will also receive the Holy
Family gift, together with a letter of commendation
from the State Deputy.
Each year, the council must also select a Family of
the Year and submit its entry to the State Council
annual competition.
Then, the State Council Family of the Year winner
is submitted to the Supreme Council International
Family of the Year competition.
Henry Ford once said “coming together is a beginning, staying together is progress, and working together is success.” As members of the Knights of
Columbus, we come together as a family oriented
organization to strive for charity, unity, fraternity,
and patriotism, within our Church, Family, Order,
and Community. A commonality that manifests itself within each council is working together and collaborating with each other to achieve goals. In so
doing, there is a greater likelihood that the goal will
be attained by seeing itself to successful completion.
Only then can new goals and other challenges arise
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 1 State Chaplain, Fr. Henry Rosenbaum)

I made a particular point to pray for all of you and
your families at the Mass at the grove of St. Peter.
Vivat Jesus!
Fr. Henry Rosenbaum, SAC

(Continued from page 10 Foundation President)

support the construction of the new St. Joseph Seminary and Newman Theological College in Edmonton as our primary charity to support for the next 5
years for the sum of up to $100,000.00.
Although, that is our primary charity to support, we
still encourage councils and groups to initiate requests for donations from the Foundation as outlined in our Grand Knight’s Manual under the Alberta Charitable Foundation section. For more information, please contact me or any of our Board
of Directors listed in our new Roster.
Our Foundation has also planned a weekday this
coming fall – Sept. 28th (Tuesday) , called, “Clergy
Recognition Day” to honour our chaplains and
priests in a very special and unique way by sponsoring a fun golf tournament (Texas Scramble style)
at Meadowlands Golf Club in Sylvan Lake. Your
Grand Knight received the registration form @
Lethbridge Convention and from the last State mail
out. Proceeds will go to the new St. Joseph Seminary and Newman Theological College. We encourage your councils to sponsor your chaplains,
pastors and retired priests and make a 4-some. Individual golfers are also welcome. We hope to have
Archbishop Richard Smith and Bishop Frederick
Henry join us as our special guests.

(Continued from page 11, State Family Director)

that push us to move forward, improve, and become
better.
With the new Columbian Year upon us, I pose a
goal and challenge to all councils and district deputies. Currently, the participation of councils choosing a Family of the Month is not even a handful.
Surely, since the Knights of Columbus is built upon
family and family values, I am certain there are
many families within our councils which are very
much deserving of this award.
That said, I to appeal to our Worthy Grand Knights
and Worthy District Deputies to take the time, effort, and leadership to actively participate in the
“Family of the Month” and the “Family of the Year”
programs.
As Vince Lombardi perfectly stated: “the achievements of an organization are the results of the combined effort of each individual.” Thus, let us all
strive to revitalize the Family of the Month and
Family of the Year programs throughout 2010 and
in the years to come.
I wish you all a fun-filled, relaxing summer and a
productive, successful year.
Thank you.
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Family Director

Thank you and have a safe and healthy summer of
2010.
Julito Reyes, PSD
Foundation President
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To see Family of the Month submissions
and winners see page 15.
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From the State Communications & PR Director

From the State Vocations Chairman
By Ed Matheson

By Ferdie Mendita

[

ope everyone is having a good and relaxing
summer!
The Regional Seminars have just taken place in Edmonton and Calgary. These seminars are organized
to support and assist Grand Knights and executives
of all councils to become more effective in attracting and retaining members. To establish and maintain strong and effective means of communications
within the Council, the Grand Knights and executives are also given valuable information at this
seminar.
I would like to ask all Grand Knights to please ensure that all members of their councils have access
to read each edition of State Affairs. A copy of each
issue is also available on our website
www.kofc.ab.ca If you have interesting or milestone
district and council pictures, please send them directly to Shauna at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca with a
named subject “State Affairs—Next Issue” or phone
her toll free 1-800-656-0042.
Best wishes for another successful Columbian year
and may God bless you and your families.
Bro. Ferdie Mendita
State Communications & PR Director

Important

Vocations
Important

Important
August 2010

W

orthy Grand Knights
Program and Church Directors

The State supported Vocation efforts are:
RSVP.
Council Report Forms Booklet indicates that for
every $500 donated, the council or assembly is eligible for a refund of $100 from Supreme Council.
See page 27 of Report Forms Booklet.
VOCATION AWARENESS IN SCHOOLS
The Project Description to focus on only three
grades in the schools, Grades four, five and six. See
the supporting letter distributed with the June 2010
State Affairs.
Councils should prepare now and be ready to meet
with schools to determine how the Council can help
the School with the project. The Teachers of course
need to fit the program into the regular teaching of
the three Grades four, five and six. Participants
work should be displayed in Churches, local stores,
Community Halls and places where people gather.
The top choices can be sent to State Office so the
winning prizes can be given to the students of exceptional art or article.
Please think about it.
Thank you & JUST DO IT!!
God Bless
Ed Matheson
(780) 487-6484 (H), 717-2123 (C) ,
487-9586 (F), E-mail: edmath@telus.net
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From the Wheelchair Foundation

From the State Mass Times Booklet Chairman

By Jerry O’Connor, State Wheelchair Foundation Chairman

By Ed Matheson

j

Mass Times Booklet Project
orthy Brother Knights of Columbus

Now that we are fully immersed with summer holidays our thoughts are deservedly occupied with
our families, anticipating hot summer nights and
long and lazy days.
No doubt we have all worked hard and diligently
in our volunteer duties as Knights of Columbus and
as you enjoy your summer holidays, I respectfully
remind all of my brother knights, as your representative for the Wheelchair Foundation, to continue
your new Columbian year where you ended off this
past successful Columbian year.
No one needs to be reminded that poverty for all
too many is a 24 hour, 7 days a week and 12 months
a year tragedy and constantly needs our commitment and obligation to serve those less fortunate
than ourselves. That commitment that we as
Knights of Columbus undertake must always be
kept very dear and close to our hearts and minds.
That is what our lessons of charity, unity and fraternity are all about and this year, our resolve to serve
the poor will once again be first and foremost in our
minds.
On behalf of the Wheelchair Foundation, I wish you
and your families a wonderful and safe summer
holiday season. I look forward once again with renewed hope to a renewed commitment from all of
you to continue to make the Wheelchair Foundation of the Knights of Columbus the “loyal and
faithful servant” of poverty that it has become so
well known for throughout the world.
Fraternally
Social justice must have a beginning if its
abuses are ever to have an end.
"DARE to CARE"
MAKE A FRIEND...........BE A FRIEND

Jerry O'Connor
Page 14

j

orthy DD’s, GK’s and FS’s,

Worthy Brothers, the Mass Times Booklets are now
delivered to all but one district. There was great cooperation with all of the Knights who were involved
with getting the books into the hands of those delivering to the Hotels/Motels and all efforts were greatly
appreciated.
Many councils have still not ordered books for their
members and are encouraged to do so right away as
we still have to pay the printer for part of the bill.
Councils are the only source of money to pay the
bills. The way to help pay the Printer is to order and
pay for books for your members.
So please, decide on your order now and send in
your cheque.
God Bless, Thank you again & JUST DO IT!!

Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:
Date:
Number of Booklets Required:
Name of Person Ordering:

Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to: K of C Council 4530, 18415- 80 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8
Ed Matheson
State Mass Times Booklets Chairman
(780) 487-6484 (H), 717-2123 (C),
487-9586 (F), Email: edmath@telus.net
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Congratulations
Families of the Month
2010- 2011

May 2010
Liam & Ella Maher
Chris Pecora

Edmonton Council #1184
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312

June 2010
Anthony & Ann Duchscherer
Ambrose & Flora Itika

Edmonton Council #1184
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312

July 2010
John & Vera Carolan
Rick & Bernadette Finzel
Quiom & Ma Asuncion Dominguito

Edmonton Council #1184
Father Albert Newman Council #8470
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312

Winners of the Standing Holy Family Statue

May 2010
Liam & Ella Maher

Edmonton Council #1184

June 2010
Ambrose & Flora Itika

Monsignor Joseph Malone Council 13312
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Calendar of Events
Annual State Council Meeting (Convention)
Calgary April 29, 30 & May 1, 2011
2011 State Hockey Tournament
TBA
2011 State Curling Bonspiel
Mar 19, 20 & 21, 2011
Leduc Council #7061
More information to follow

Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

Oct 30, 2010

Edmonton

Nov 20, 2010

Calgary

Dec 4, 2010

High Level

Feb 12, 2011

Fort McMurray

Feb 26, 2011
When applying for Athletic events, please use the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK Manual.
Mar 6, 2011

CONDOLENCES
Our prayers to the family of Pablo Gonzales, a charter member of Nazareno Council #12904 and St.
Michael Assembly #2795 who passed away on July
23, 2010.
-to Dean Rombough, Immediate Past Chapter Pres.
And District Deputy, and to his daughters on the
passing of his wife Heather on August 2, 2010

Edmonton
Lethbridge

Mar 12, 2011

Lloydminster

Mar19, 2011

Red Deer

Apr 9, 2011

Peace River

May 14, 2011

Calgary

May 28, 2011

Edmonton

Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

New Schedule

Coming soon

Father Michael J. McGivney Founder
of the Knight of Columbus
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca
Message from the State Deputy

October 2010
Message from the State Chaplain

“Let us Make Our
Knights of Columbus
Family Grow”

“The First Male Saint
in Canada”
Neil C. Gannon

S

upreme Knight Carl Anderson has again de‐
clared “Year of the Volunteer” as the theme
for the 2010‐11 membership campaign. This theme
is a call to service by not only asking knights and
their families to serve, but to encourage them to
bring men with a similar commitment into this
great Order of ours.
Membership is the very lifeblood of our Order. We
need a constant influx of active new members with
fresh ideas and new energy and enthusiasm to
serve the mission of the Knights of Columbus. And
when a new member joins, it is imperative that we
make him feel welcome and get him involved in
council activities to ensure that he becomes an ac‐
tive member.
There are many eligible Catholic men and their
families in our parishes who have not joined our
Order. I urge you, Brothers, to join together in ask‐
ing these Catholic men to join us in carrying out Fa‐
ther McGivney’s vision of serving our God, our
Church, our families, and our fellowman.
Thank you, and may the Good Lord bless you and
guide you through this Columbian year.
Fraternally,
Neil Gannon
State Deputy

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

D

ear Brother Knights:

Many of you may have watched on Television the
beatification of Cardinal Henry Newman last
month. Most of us know him as a great theologian,
ecumenist and prolific writer and poet. His famous
poem‐prayer, “Lead, Kindly Light” is probably
known to most in the English speaking world. It is
interesting how many Saints and Blessed lived dur‐
ing the 19th century: Blessed John Henry Newman
(1801‐1890), venerable Fr. Michael J. McGivney
(1852‐1890), St. John Vianney, the Curé of Ars
(1780‐1859), St. Vincent Pallotti (1795‐1850).
Just half a century later a simple, uneducated man
lived a life of holiness in Montreal, Bro. André
(1845‐1937). He will be canonized on October 17,
2010. He is the first male Saint in Canada. He attrib‐
uted his miraculous healings to the intercession of
St. Joseph, the Patron Saint of Canada and the Uni‐
versal church. And he initiated the building of St.
Joseph’s Oratory in Montreal, the centre of Pilgrim‐
age to St. Joseph. St. Bro. André also had connec‐
tions to the Knights of Columbus as reported in the
September 2010 issue of the Columbus Magazine.
All first degrees are in honor of St. Bro. André this
year, and a special Prayer Card with a Novena to St.
Bro. André is available.
(Continued on page 13)

From the State Secretary

From
thethe
State
Treasurer
From
Treasurer

By Gary Johnson

By Phil Birch

B

B

Congratulations to all of you who had children or
grandchildren who were recipients of one of our
2010 State Scholarships! And, if you are present
when they are awarded their scholarship, please
forward any pictures to the State Office for our
website! Remember that the scholarships of $500
each are awarded annually and are available to
members in good standing as well as to spouses,
children and grandchildren of members in good
standing. Detailed information and applications are
available on our website.

Charities Appeal funds can be used for a variety of
purposes and the beneficiaries can include the
Charitable Foundation, your local parish, the dio‐
cese, community groups and associations. They
cannot be given directly to an individual. In most
cases a good indication of the acceptability of an
organization is if they have a Charitable Registra‐
tion number from Revenue Canada. It is important
to indicate the reason funds are being given to an
organization, as this helps with our distribution of
charitable purposes.

As we move into our fall activities within our re‐
spective councils, I would again like to remind you
of the role played by your District Deputy within
your specific District. .He is there to support you
and your council so do not hesitate to solicit his as‐
sistance. Your District Deputy represents both our
Supreme Knight as well as our State Deputy, it is
important that all Council Officers and members
familiarize themselves with the respect due to your
District Deputy.

Very often, council members and officers are un‐
aware of their responsibilities for the financial af‐
fairs of the council. Every member has the right to
review the disbursement of Council funds, through
the reading of Bills at the regular council meeting.
The Constitution states that “no money in excess of
$500.00 shall be paid or transferred from the treas‐
ury, of any council (except such money as the coun‐
cil is called upon to regularly pay for its current ex‐
penses and as provided by the laws of the Order; or
for purposes approved by the Supreme Council, or
Board of Directors) unless by a two‐thirds vote of
the members present and voting at a regular busi‐
ness meeting; at which notice in writing of a resolu‐
tion of intention to pay or transfer such money and
the purposes and amount to be paid or transferred
shall have been given and regularly read...” Council
By‐Laws may restrict this further.

rother Knights, thanks to all of you who par‐
ticipated in the Clergy and Knights Golf Tour‐
nament held on September 28th in Sylvan Lake in
support of our Knights of Columbus Charitable
Foundation! It was a great success!

The District Deputy should always be properly at‐
tired when attending meetings: should be seated in
front near the Grand Knight: should always be
called upon to speak and all members should rise
when he is introduced. He should always be seated
at the head table at any Council function even if he
is not on the speaking program.
The District Deputy should be in regular contact
with all Grand Knights in his District and he should
insure that he is available when called upon.
(Continued on page 15)
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rothers, Charities Appeal tickets are now out
to councils. This is a great source of revenue
for your council. The Council makes 50% of the
profit on every ticket sold. They are easy to sell or
buy a book for your family. I encourage every
council to get involved!

The Grand Knight’s Handbook and the Financial
Secretary’s Handbook provide a good understand‐
ing of how the financial affairs are to be conducted.
It is available at: http://www.kofc.org/un/en/
officers/handbook/index.html.
(Continued on page 15)
State Affairs, Volume 14, Number 2, October 2010

From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By William J. Smith

By Ronald Schuster

O

ur new year has begun and councils are start‐
ing their recruiting drives. Remember to in‐
clude the candidates and their families in your com‐
munity activities and get them to the next member‐
ship degree. It doesn’t have to be at your council,
so check the neighbouring councils for their dates.
There are second and third degree schedules and
this should be included with the first degree mem‐
bership presentation, so it doesn’t come as an un‐
expected surprise to a candidate. Get them in‐
volved and active from day one. This will begin the
training of members to help maintain current coun‐
cil activities and even develop activities you cur‐
rently don’t have.
Thanksgiving is upon us and as we celebrate what
has been provided for our families, keep in mind
those that do not have as much as we do. There is
an Irish ballad called “The Streets of London” where
a lady has all her belongings in a shopping cart.
While she is happy as she knows where everything
is, some people do not even have a shopping cart.
Thanksgiving is a time to show our Christian values
and share with others.
School has also gone back so there are children on
the roads early in the morning. Be mindful of school
zones as the effective times differ from one com‐
munity to another. The playground zones are not
always where you think they should be and children
may appear from behind a parked car, hedge,
tree… As we lose sunlight to the oncoming winter
solstice, it gets harder to spot the unexpected. Be
careful. Bright clothing should be worn if you are
walking so you can be seen by a passing vehicle.
Dark clothing hides you in the shadows and makes
it difficult to notice you in the background on a dark
street or road.

William Smith
State Advocate.
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B

rother Knights All

As your State Warden, one of my duties is Protocol
for the Jurisdiction of Alberta/NWT.
It is very important that all District Deputies follow
the guidelines regarding visits when attending a
Council meeting. It is important that Grand Knights
follow their 13 areas of Protocol during a Council
meeting. The reason for this protocol is to have the
meetings run smoothly and finish on time.
As representatives of the respective positions, it is
important that you are neatly and appropriately
dressed and you should ensure that your elected
officers follow by example.
Your District Deputy and his spouse should be in‐
vited to any functions your Council promotes.
Please keep in mind that, as the right hand of the
State Deputy, he is shown respect. You will find
your District Deputy will always be there to guide
and assist your Council. When your State Deputy is
invited to a function, please make sure that you
have a welcoming committee for him and his
spouse. If the function is out of his local home area
and he needs to stay for the evening, please ensure
that accommodations are booked and If transporta‐
tion is required make sure that it is provided.
Brother Knights, Protocol is important. We some‐
times take it for granted and forget the little things
that make the Knights of Columbus a proud organi‐
zation. For further information on Protocol please
review your Grand Knights Manual.
God Bless you and your family.
Ron Schuster
State Warden
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From the Agency
Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

Maximize Your Estate & Leave a Legacy
with

Single Premium Whole Life Insurance
Did you know that a Single Premium Whole Life Insurance (SPWL) policy can be
the perfect choice for people who want to maximize their estate while building
guaranteed cash value?

SPWL highlights:
•

One premium guarantees lifetime benefits.

•

Issue ages 0 - 80.

•

Guaranteed immediate increase to your
estate at death.

•

Funds to offset nursing home and home
health care costs.

•

Accelerated death benefits available for
face amounts of $50,000 or more.

•

Builds guaranteed cash value.

•

Avoid probate when paid directly to a
named beneficiary.

•

Great GIC and annuity alternative

Contact your field agent today to learn more.
For the name of your agent please contact
the Red Deer Regional Office:
403-343-2242
bouchardagencymail@kofc.org

Knights of Columbus

INSURANCE
YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE

LIFE INSURANCE

LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE

A++ (Superior) A.M. Best

AAA (Extremely Strong) Standard & Poor’s
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RETIREMENT PRODUCTS
IMSA Certified
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From the State Program Director

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Willis Winter

By Daniel Schmitz

rother Knights

The new Columbian Year is underway. Councils will
have held their first meetings. If you haven’t done
so already, now is a good time for the Council ex‐
ecutive to confirm their goals for this year.

One of the items covered at the State Leadership
Seminars held throughout the jurisdiction was the
submission of the Service Program Personnel Re‐
port form #365 to the Supreme Office. By submit‐
ting this form, your council directors will receive
information from Supreme to help them in their
endeavors. Also, submitting this form meets one of
the requirements for receiving the Star Council, Co‐
lumbian, Father McGivney and Founder’s Awards
from Supreme. Please ensure that your Council has
submitted Form #365 to Supreme.
A council thrives when its members know of
planned events and actively participate in them.
Their involvement promotes the Catholic, Fraternal
and Family goals of the service programs. Members
stay involved in their Council and new members are
encouraged to join by service programs that spark
their interest and keep their interest.
In planning events for this Columbian year, decide
which events you wish to submit for the State
Awards programs. Your event chairman should
complete the State Service Program Awards Entry
Form #STSP as part of your entry
You can share your ideas and accomplishments
with other Councils by participating in the State
Service Awards program. Sharing your achieve‐
ments is a great way to contribute to the success of
the Knights of Columbus organization in this Colum‐
bian Year. Let’s Share!
Vivat Jesus!
Willis Winter
State Program Director
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W

orthy Brothers

2009 was our second highest donation year on re‐
cord — $34,170.96 for the promotion of religious
vocations, to be split evenly between:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Diocese of Grouard‐McLennan
Diocese of St. Paul
Diocese of MacKenzie‐Fort Smith
Diocese of Calgary
Diocese of Edmonton
Ukrainian Eparchy

We are almost two thirds of the way there for
2010.
Keep those donations rolling in.
Please forward donations to:
K of C State Council Office
#4‐5579‐47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Vivat Jesus!
Daniel Schmitz
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the AlbertaNorthwest Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Submission
Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Ferdinand Mendita
164 Ormsby Rd East, Edmonton, AB T5T 5T3
E-Mail: ferdiemendita@shaw.ca
Telephone: (780) 483-0997
Or
State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca
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From the Master of the Fourth Degree

From the State Membership Director

By Larry Boland

By Max Clesielski

H

ats off to Supreme! How often do you hear
these words uttered? We often think we are
forgotten or that Supreme does not realize what
we are dealing with when we discuss the size of our
District and the amount of travel involved by State
Officers and the Master of the Fourth Degree. We
fail to realize that any decision made for our District
will ultimately influence decisions made for other
Jurisdictions and may not be beneficial to the entire
Order.
Take for instance my request for two Masters in the
Alberta N.W.T. District. I had the necessary support
and made a very good argument for having two
Masters. However after traveling by car to Yellow‐
knife I realized that even with two Masters the dis‐
tance would still be a problem.
I quickly changed my request to allow me to have
Deputy District Masters. A very quick response
came back suggesting the use of District Marshals
and to assign them their duties. Today we have 6
District Marshals in Alberta with two more to be
appointed. You will see them around. They all have
the full Honor Guard Regalia, which is dark green,
and they will represent the Master at regional
meetings and install the Assembly Officers. Will a
Marshall in the N.W.T be good for the Order? I am
thinking yes and maybe soon.
This is a pilot project which will eventually see the
Master having his travel time cut down and allow
for more administration, making possible a positive
response to the one request from our Supreme
Knight – would I serve a second term.
So while I thought Supreme did not care or under‐
stand, it was I who did not realize the far reaching
effects of my wish being
granted. Patience and wisdom
do not always come with age.
Larry Boland Master

T

o:

District Deputies
Grand Knights

RE: KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SUNDAY
The month of September gave us a good start in
membership recruitment. A number of councils
held a first degree and others made plans for a first
degree in the near future. This is encouraging. Let’s
keep the momentum going. Experience has proven
that October and November are good months for
recruitment. A well‐planned church membership
drive will bring success. Call it the KNIGHTS OF CO‐
LUMBUS SUNDAY.
We recognize that not all councils could hold this
blitz on the same Sunday. This is where the District
Membership Committee would be very helpful to
co‐ordinate times and provide manpower for small
councils. BEING VISIBLE IN THE PARISH is of impor‐
tance to council success. Congratulations to coun‐
cils who have already implemented this co‐
operation.
Steps for a successful Knights of Columbus Sunday:
‐ Communicate with the Parish Pastor; his sup‐
port is a must for success.
‐ Advertise in the church Bulletin a week in ad‐
vance.
‐ Fourth degree Honour Guard.
‐ Brother Knights wear sashes (if available).
‐ Greet Parishioners at church doors.
‐ Readers and ushers take up Sunday Collection.
‐ Get permission from the parish Pastor to speak
for 3‐4 minutes.
‐ Brother Knights to be at church entrances
thirty minutes before mass.
‐ The most important part: ASK HIM. Every
Catholic man should have the opportunity to
become a Knight.
(Continued on page 11)
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Washington‐Monique‐2010 Supreme Convention Knights,
Archbishop Richard Smith and State Chaplain Father Henry
Rosenbaum for the Alberta Jurisdiction.

Maurice Catley, Len Mendes and Willis Winter, fourth
degree knights at the sixth Annual Father Lacombe
Out door Mass.

The Father Lacombe Mass Celebration which had 350 guests
and was celebrated by Bishop Fred Henry.
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Ron Thiele, Pasquale Mancuso, Don Finch and Urbain Zak
at the Foundation Charity Golf Tournament.

Urbain Zak and Lito Reyes at the Foundation Charity Golf
Tournament at Meadowlands Golf Course at Sylvan Lake.

Grande Prairie Council 3241, Grand Knight David Hurta
makes presentation of State Scholarship cheque to Steven
Novakowski, one of this year’s recipients.
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Diana Nagera,Winner of the Lorne Downing Memorial Bur‐
sary Award presented by Grand Knight, Mike Bakk

Leisha Taylor, winner of the Lorne Downing Memorial Bur‐
sary Award presented by Grand Knight Mike Bakk

Father of Adrienne Perry, winner of the Lorne Downing Me‐
morial Bursary Award, presented by Grand Knight Mike Bakk.

Mother of Stephan Yan, winner of the Lorne Downing Me‐
morial Bursary Award, presented by Grand Knight Mike Bakk.

NEWS TO SHARE FROM AROUND THE
JURISDICTION

Mark Verrall, Guest Speaker at the Lorne Downing Bursary
Awards, M‐Corp.

Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can submit to the state office though
email at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg
format please. Please provide a brief
description of picture.
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St. Cecilia’s Parish and Archbishop Monahan Council
#4878 of Calgary, recently awarded bursaries of $1,000
each to four well deserving students in honour and spe‐
cial celebration of their Thirtieth Ceremony of the Lorne
Downing Memorial Bursary Award and the Fifty First
Anniversary of Archbishop Monahan Council. The spe‐
cial bursary awards were given in memory of Lorne
Downing, the First and Charter Grand Knight of
Archbishop Monahan Council. The awards were pre‐
sented to Stephen Yan of St. Mary’s High School. Diana
Marie Nagera of Bishop Grandin High School, Leisha
Taylor of Bishop MacNally High School and Adrienne
Penny of Bishop Carroll High School in Calgary. Presen‐
tations were made by the current Grand Knight of
Archbishop Monahan Council, Mike Bakk. We congratu‐
late all of the students and most certainly thank
Archbishop Monahan Council #4878 for honoring the
first and Charter Grand Knight Lorne Downing in his
memory and of course for this fine recognition of the
well deserving students.
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From the State Assistant Membership Director
By Brad Cody

W

orthy Brothers

We are well into the Columbian year and already behind
in our goals for recruitment and retention. Our most
important asset, our members, are being lost. We must
bring this trend to an immediate halt. We need to work
together to accomplish this.
I urge each of you to double efforts to offer every eligi‐
ble Catholic man the opportunity to become a Knight in
our Order. We have so much to offer for a member and
his family. New members are a valuable method for
both growth and to maintain our membership numbers.
When members leave our council and our Order it is no
different than customers who leave your business to
deal with the competition. As the Grand Knight you are
the manager of your Council/office. I do not believe any
of us would sit back and idly watch our customer/client
base erode without making every possible effort to re‐
tain the customer/client. We should be taking precisely
every effort possible to halt the erosion and retain the
members of our Order.
Father Mike McCaffery joins Bro. Deitmar Kindermann
of St. Paul Council, Jason Reyes and Lito Reyes, both of
Nazareno Council.

Retention is a direct result of good interesting programs
that involve a broad spectrum of your membership. The
more active a member is the better known they are, to
all of us, and therefore, less likely to get lost and lose
touch with your membership people. We are then able
to follow up if a problem arises simply because we have
knowledge about each member and his family.
Management of all membership issues is one of the
Grand Knights duties, but it is the responsibility of the
entire council. Each and every one of us should be in‐
volved in keeping members busy and active and moti‐
vated to stay that way.
Always remember that active members are generally
lifelong members.

Nazareno Golf Committee 2010 Chairman Bro. Lito
Reyes welcomes Archbishop Richard Smith to the Red
Tail Landing Golf Banquet Hall for dinner.
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Vivat Jesus
Brad Cody
State Assistant Membership Director
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From the State Financial Secretaries Chairman

From the Charitable Foundation

By Ed Matheson
By Julito R. Reyes, PSD, President of the ACF

W

orthy Financial Secretaries,
Semi‐Annual Audit Report

If you have a new Grand Knight it is a good practice
to sit down with the Grand Knight to ensure he
knows the Financial Secretaries duties and how he
fits in with accounting processes. It will help him to
know how the Council functions financially.
At this time you will probably be asked to prepare
the form 100s for new members. Please refer to
“FINANCIAL SECRETARY HANDBOOK” page 48 for
“NEW MEMBER”. Follow the instructions carefully
and ensure that the completed Form 100 is mailed
to Supreme Immediately. This is especially needed
for those new members taking advantage of the
Insurance offering by the Knights.
Ensure that all your newly initiated members are
aware that the Knights Accidental Death Insurance
is in effect for both Knights and Wives with PAID UP
Dues. It is a very important information.
Manage all suspensions and resignations.
God Bless, thank you & JUST DO IT!!
Ed Matheson
State Financial Secretaries Chairman
(780) 487 6484 (H), 717 2123 (C),
487 9586 (F) ,
Email edmath@telus.net

T

he "Clergy Golf Tournament" sponsored by
our Foundation held last Tuesday, September
28th @ Meadowlands Golf Course, Sylvan Lake was
an astounding success despite the inclement
weather our brother knights and the clergy braved.
That Tuesday morning day started off with dark
clouds, windy conditions and continuous rainfall.
Who would have predicted that "ducky weather"
when the previous days were summer‐like condi‐
tions in the mid 20s C. Nevertheless, most of them
remarked that they had fun and enjoyed what na‐
ture had given them. A big "Thank You" is given to
the organizing committee, composed of Co‐Chairs,
Bros. Bob Kruchten & Urbain Zak, members, Bros.
Don Finch and Ron Thiele. Special thanks and ap‐
preciation are extended to brother golfers from
Calgary, Edmonton, St. Albert, Red Deer, Olds,
Drumheller and to our "Honourees ‐ the Clergy"
who came to golf with their council members. Net
proceeds from the tournament will go to support
the Cornerstone of Faith Campaign to build New‐
man Theological College and St. Joseph Seminary.
It is also with pride to report that our Foundation is
ready to hand to Archbishop Smith our donation of
20,000, the second installment of our pledge of
$100,000 in a 5‐year plan to the Cornerstone of
Faith campaign.
Effective November 25, 2010 to April 7, 2011, ACF
Vice‐President, Bro. Robert Kruchten will be the
acting president of our Foundation. Juliet and I had
decided to spend this coming winter months in the
Philippines' dry season for the first time after 43
years!
See you at the Calgary State Convention in the
weekend of April 30th, 2011.
Vivat Jesus!
Julito Reyes, PSD
Foundation President
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From the State Family Director
By Vince Reyes

“A Fresh Start”

T

he start of a Columbian Year presents a
golden opportunity to everyone to reflect on
past achievements, errors, omissions and misgiv‐
ings and to put all of these into proper perspec‐
tives.
Moving forward, as a council, it would be prudent
and wise to set up goals to promote increased
membership recruitment and retention, insurance,
relevant programs and, most importantly, timely
recognition awards to the members, families and
others.
One of the most recognized awards is the Family of
the Month program which is strongly encouraged
by the Supreme and State Councils.
Every council must establish a committee which will
be responsible for selecting a Family of the Month
each month. Set up guidelines. Present a Family of
the Month certificate (Item # 1843). After having
chosen a family, complete and submit the corre‐
sponding monthly form (#1993) which is also avail‐
able online at www.kofc.org/forms. The entry must
be received no later than the 15th of the month fol‐
lowing at the Supreme and State Councils. On the
15th of each month, at the Supreme Council, 100
Family of the Month reporting forms are selected
and the families chosen receive a Holy Family gift
and a letter of congratulations from the Supreme
Knight. From the State Council, one winner is drawn
every month who will also receive the Holy Family
gift together with a letter of commendation from
the State Deputy. Each year, a council should also
select a Family of the Year (Item # 1843A). Com‐
plete the form in the Family of the Month booklet
and submit the Family of the Year selection to the
State Council annual competition. Then, the State
Council Family of the Year winner is submitted to
the Supreme Council for the International Family of
the Year competition.
↗
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Without any doubt, we have so many deserving
families worthy of the recognition of the titles Fam‐
ily of the Month and/or Family of the Year. So,
Worthy Grand Knights, honour them and submit
your entries!
Ultimately, the success of any council endeavour
will depend, in a large part, on the Grand Knight’s
stewardship and on the faith and support of the
officers and membership.
May the Good Lord bless us and keep our families
always!
Thank you.
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Family Director

(Continued from page 6, State Membership Director)

Plan information meetings for prospective candi‐
dates the week following recruitment Sunday, pref‐
erably one meeting on a week night and one on a
weekend to accommodate everybody. This is the
time to get the Form 100 signed. Candidates must
be phoned and reminded of the date and time of
meetings. Hold the first degree as soon as possible.
Candidates must be called as a reminder. Councils
that have not recruited one member in the last
year, please try the church membership drive.
Thank you and good luck on a great Columbian
year. Please make this message part of your meet‐
ing agenda.
Vivat Jesus
Max Ciesielski
State Membership Director
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Congratulations
Families of the Month
2010 ‐ 2011

August 2010
Michael and Joanne Walsh
Ron and Anita Patsula

Fr. Albert Newman Council #8470
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council 13312

September 2010
Brian & Micheline Dunn
Ron and Nelia Krausert

Fr. Albert Newman Council #8470
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council 13312

Winners of the Standing Holy Family Statue

July 2010
Rick and Bernadette Finzel

Fr. Albert Newman Council #8470

August 2010
Michael and Joanne Walsh

Fr. Albert Newman Council #8470
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From the State Communications & PR Director

From the State Vocations Chairman

By Ferdie Mendita

By Ed Matheson

A

s we are now approaching the last quarter of
the year 2010 and looking back to all the
blessings we received for ourselves, our families
and for the Knights of Columbus, we cannot thank
the Lord enough for all the blessings given to us.
One way of thanking the Lord is to communicate
with everyone by spreading the good news and to
join a positive campaign in supporting Christian val‐
ues.
A copy of State Affairs is being distributed by mail
to all Grand Knights and Faithful Navigators. All
members can view, print and subscribe a copy from
our State website at www.kofc.ab.ca, All are en‐
couraged to visit our website for the latest informa‐
tion and updates on our jurisdiction as well as links
to Catholic Information sites.
To all councils, please include me in your Newslet‐
ter distribution lists; thank you to all councils who
have been sending me a copy. Please be informed
that we only received 12 submissions of websites
for this year’s Annual State Convention Awards.
You are all encouraged to create your own Coun‐
cil’s website and submit your entry for the next An‐
nual State Convention in Spring 2011.
Happy Thanksgiving to all.
Bro. Ferdie Y. Mendita

Important

W

Vocations
Important

Important

orthy Grand Knights
Program and Church Directors

The State supported efforts are:
RVSP
Council Report Forms Booklet indicates that for
every $500 donated, the council or assembly is eli‐
gible for a refund of $100 from the Supreme Coun‐
cil. See page 27 of the Report Forms Booklet.
VOCATION AWARENESS IN SCHOOLS
The Project Description is to focus on only three
grades in the schools, Grades 4, 5 & 6.
An amendment to The Grand Knights Manual has
now been completed and a new version of Section
‘O’ is currently being reviewed by the State Board.
If any Council wishes to have an advanced copy
please send an email and I will respond. In the
mean time act on the documents sent with the
State Affairs in June.

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

May the Veneration of Bro. André and Saint Joseph
be always a sign of our Canadian Patriotism as
Knights.
Vivat Jesus!

Thank you & JUST DO IT!!
God Bless
Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐6484 (H), 717‐2123 (C) ,
487‐9586 (F), E‐mail: edmath@telus.net

Fr. Henry Rosenbaum, SAC
State Chaplain
State Affairs, Volume 14, Number 2 October 2010
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From the Wheelchair Foundation Chairman

From the State Mass Times Booklet Chairman

By Jerry O’Connor

By Ed Matheson

W

orthy Brother Knights:

Ambassadors to the world. That is what knights
have truly become by way of the thousands of do‐
nated red and black wheelchairs to the people and
children of poverty throughout the world. Truly, we
are indeed servants as the word “ambassador” sug‐
gests. Other than our 4th degree colour and honour
guards in full regalia, these red and black wheel‐
chairs are surpassed by no other when it comes to
visibly promoting our order and that of its dedica‐
tion to serving those of poverty and need through‐
out the world.
There is also no denying that without your gener‐
ous and continued support for this worthy world
humanitarian wheelchair program, a tremendous
loss would be felt by those who suffer so much in
their world of poverty.
So to you my brother knights, I sincerely and hum‐
bly thank you on behalf of the Wheelchair Founda‐
tion Program for the generosity that you so will‐
ingly continue to provide year in and year out to
people and children of poverty. As we begin an‐
other Columbian year full of hope and expectations
of renewal, I pray for the sharing of peace and
goodwill within our order for all brother Knights of
Columbus. There is no doubt in my mind that for
each time a wheelchair is donated, an expression of
that peace and goodwill towards others has also
been offered.
May your troubles be few and your joys be many
for you and your families.
God bless the Knights of Columbus.
Social justice must have a beginning if its abuses
are ever to have an end.

Mass Times Booklet Project

W

orthy District Deputies
Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries,

Worthy Brothers, the Mass Times Booklets are now
all delivered. Sincere thanks to all who helped with
the distribution and delivery of packages. It was a
gigantic job.
Many councils have still not ordered books for their
members and are encouraged to do so right away as
we still have to pay the printer for part of the bill.
Councils are the only source of money to pay the
bills. The way to help pay the Printer is to order and
pay for books for your members.
So please, decide on your order now and send in
your cheque.
Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to: K of C Council 4530, 18415‐ 80 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8

Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:
Date:
Number of Booklets Required:
Name of Person Ordering:

God Bless, Thank you again & JUST DO IT!!

"DARE to CARE"
MAKE A FRIEND…...BE A FRIEND
Jerry O’Connor
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Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐6484(H) 717‐2123(Cell) 487‐9586(Fax)
edmath@telus.net
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From the State Church Director
By Lou Normand

Knights of Columbus
Church Activities

W

orthy Grand Knights,

As you plan your new Columbian year activities,
please remember to include some of the following
actions relating to Church activities. This is a key
area of activity that many knights are looking for in
their councils. Don’t disappoint them.
1. Support the parish priest in his ministry in the
parish. Grand Knight and key officers meet with
priest to ask him “What can we do to help with
your ministry in the parish?” Knights are the
“strong right arm of the Church”.
2. Grand Knight should appoint a Church Director
to coordinate Church activities.
3. Support vocations through:
‐ Prayer – include the vocation’s prayer after
the opening prayer for council meetings. This
prayer is on the back of the council prayer
card.
‐ Support the Pennies for Heaven program.
‐ Use the RSVP program. Refund Support Vo‐
cations Program. Supreme reimburses $100
for every $500 provided to a seminarian.
4. Support religious devotions
‐ Include the Formation program produced by
our Chaplain Father Rosenbaum at all coun‐
cil meetings.
‐ Arrange a Marian devotion for “Our Lady of
Guadalupe” or organize a Marian mass in
May.
‐ Encourage other devotions such as adora‐
tion of the Blessed Sacrament and praying
the rosary.
‐ Support purchase and distribution of mass
times booklets.
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5. Support the Father Michael McGivney Guild.
The Guild serves as a clearinghouse for informa‐
tion and materials relating to Father McGivney
and his cause for sainthood. Encourage all
knights to enroll in the Guild by accessing the
Supreme website to enroll. They receive infor‐
mation, submit prayer intentions and report
favors.
God Bless you and your councils
Lou Normand
Church Director
(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

Please feel free to call on me or State Warden Ron
Schuster at any time if you require more informa‐
tion.
I wish each and every one of you success during this
Columbian Year.
Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson

(Continued from page 2, State Treasurer)

It is very important for the benefit of the Financial
Secretary and Treasurer that the Semi‐Annual Audit
report be submitted on a timely basis. These indi‐
viduals are bonded in case of any missing funds, but
only if the Semi‐Annual Audit report is submitted.
It is not too late to make your submission.
The Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity (1728) is
coming up for submission at the end of January.
This report is important for maintaining our charita‐
ble status, and it is easy to complete. Just have the
various directors and chairmen advise the Financial
Secretary of how much time was spent on the vari‐
ous activities that the council has been involved in.
In this way, the load is light and the burden easy.
Vivat Jesus,
Phil Birch
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Calendar of Events

Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

Nov 6, 2010

Edmonton

Nov 20, 2010

Calgary

Dec 4, 2010

High Level

Feb 12, 2011

Fort McMurray

Feb 26, 2011

Edmonton

Mar 6, 2011
When applying for Athletic events, please use the specific form. Forms can be found in the Grand Knight’s Mar 12, 2011
Manual in Section F-l, pages 2 - 3.
Mar19, 2011

Lethbridge

Annual State Council Meeting (Convention)
Calgary April 29, 30 & May 1, 2011
2011 State Hockey Tournament
Edmonton, April 1-3, 2011
Chairman GK Guy Mageau 780-707-8986
gmageau@wspring.com
2011 State Curling Bonspiel
Mar 19, 20 & 21, 2011
Leduc Council #7061
More information to follow

Lloydminster
Red Deer

Apr 9, 2011

Peace River

May 14, 2011

Calgary

May 28, 2011

Edmonton

CONDOLENCES
Our prayers to the family of Joe Jozic, former
Faithful Navigator of Holy Trinity Church Assembly 2796 of Stony Plain who passed away September 15, 2010.

Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

New Schedule

Coming soon

Father Michael J. McGivney Founder
of the Knight of Columbus
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca
Message from the State Deputy

December 2010
Message from the State Chaplain

“ I Am My Brothers’
Keeper?”

“Let Us Prepare”

Neil C. Gannon

I

Am my brothers’ keeper was the theme of this years
Supreme Convention and the theme of a recent
State Deputy meeting. This phase , of course, is not just
referring to our immediate brothers and sisters, but is
referring to all people and takes into consideration what
we as Knights of Columbus should be doing to help
those in need.
We have evidence to show that we members of the
Knights of Columbus do assist those in need. During the
past Columbian year Knights donated over $151 million
to various charities and gave over 69 million volunteer
hours to help our brothers and sisters. I am proud to say
that on a per capita basis our Alberta jurisdiction placed
third in the Order on the amount of financial assistance
given to charity.
During this Christmas season let us be grateful for
all that God has given us, and as we move to a New Year
let us again make a resolution that we will continue to
care about the less fortunate and share our talents in a
manner which would make Father McGivney proud.
Cecile and I extend to you and your families our
very best wishes for a joyful and blessed Christmas and
good health and happiness in the New Year.

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

B

rother Knights:

A new Church Year has begun and we prepare for
Christmas. Although we are bombarded by Christmas
parties and gift shopping, Advent should be a time of
quiet expectation, or prayerful preparation and loving
gifts for the poor and the needy. Since the civic year
ends soon we should be mindful of our obligations:
Pennies for Heaven and other obligations which we
have in prayers and gifts for our own vocation efforts of
people who are seeking the priesthood or religious life.
Let us also prepare our lives for the coming of
Christ. Am I prepared for his coming? Am I really a prac‐
ticing Catholic united with the church community? Am I
taking the opportunity of the penitential services of‐
fered in our parishes? These are all parts of our prepara‐
tion for Christmas, the coming of Christ into our human
flesh to be with us and to save us.
Let us imitate Christ by being really human: loving
and forgiving our sisters and brothers, repairing what
went wrong in our families and becoming true saviors to
others.
May you and your families enjoy and celebrate
Christmas with the blessing of Christ who came to live
among us.

Fraternally,

Vivat Jesus!

Neil Gannon
State Deputy

Fr. Henry Rosenbaum, SAC
State Chaplain

From the State Secretary

From
thethe
State
Treasurer
From
Treasurer

By Gary Johnson

By Phil Birch

W

ell, Brother Knights, it has been a year of chal‐
lenge that has brought us both happiness and
sadness.
At harvest time we were blessed with bountiful crops
from our fields that not only provided with us suste‐
nance but also a somewhat brighter future for our farm‐
ers.
On the sad side, millions of people throughout the world
continue to face the agony of war, persecution, poverty,
illness, devastating fires, floods & storms.
And again this year, Canadian families across our coun‐
try have suffered the tragedy of having lost loved ones
in Afghanistan.
And so it was again with great pride and, humility that I
marched with the Fourth Degree Honor Guard partici‐
pating in the Remembrance Day ceremonies in St. Albert
on November 11th. St. Albert is home to many military
personnel and their families and it certainly was evi‐
denced by the huge turnout at the ceremonies.
As we bowed our heads in prayer honoring those Cana‐
dians who have given their lives in several wars & peace
keeping assignments throughout the world so that we
could continue to live in freedom, we truly gave thanks
to God for the many blessings that he has bestowed
upon us. We also prayed for the families and friends of
those who have suffered the pain and emptiness of hav‐
ing lost loved ones defending democracy.
As we approach the Christmas season and we celebrate
the birth of Jesus Christ, it will be with great pride that I
will again place my “Christ is Christmas” sign in front of
my home.
And as we approach the Christmas season, I would like
to wish you and your families a happy and holy Christ‐
mas and a healthy and prosperous New Year in 2011!
Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson
State Secretary

W

orthy Grand Knights and Financial Secretaries,

At a recent State Convention, it was decided that Dis‐
trict Deputies should receive an annual stipend to offset
some of the costs that they regularly incur. The State
Council provides each District Deputy with $200. Indi‐
vidual councils are to contribute $300, split according to
the number of councils in the District.
We are approaching mid‐term in our Columbian year. In
early January 2011, you are requested to complete your
semi‐annual audit report and forward this to Supreme.
This is a one‐page report of your assets and liabilities,
completed by the Financial Secretary and submitted to
the Trustees for review. The requirements for the An‐
nual Audit are outlined on page 27 of the Grand Knight’s
Handbook. Also due at this time is your Survey of Fra‐
ternal Activities, which is required to maintain our Chari‐
table status.
The accuracy of this report is crucial to ensuring your
Council gets credit for all the time and money that it has
contributed to various causes. It is noted that a few
councils still have not reported their activities for June
2010.
The State Council Per Capita Assessment will be billed in
early January.
Our Order’s constitution explicitly states councils are
not to own property. I suggest this was intended to
mean land and buildings, while owning office equipment
or grills etc for your kitchen are probably permitted ex‐
ceptions from the no property rule.
Our constitution also requires that all Council holdings
be recorded and tracked by the Financial Secretary. This
means that your Council is not to have committees or
groups with bank accounts that are not under the direct
control of the Financial Secretary. Any breach of these
rules puts your Council in jeopardy of suspension by Su‐
preme.
Assets owned by a legally registered Columbus Club or
similar entity are not subject to our constitution and
therefore, are not part of our audit.
(Continued on page 12)
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By William J. Smith

By Ronald Schuster

T

he weather has turned cold, snow is falling
and the driving has become a challenge. This
can only mean one thing. Christmas is here. As we
rush around town with last minute gifts to buy and
decorations to put up, remember that this is all
about the birth of Christ. It is a celebration no less
but we must not lose the reason for this special day
in our Christian calendar. I will be spending it with
friends in Calgary, cooking a turkey and ham.
The Knights of Columbus activities still keep on roll‐
ing. Just after New Years we have the District
Deputies meeting, then a seminar in Calgary by our
Supreme Membership & Program Coordinator. The
Charities Appeal early bird draw is not too far be‐
hind, so get your tickets in to Paul Froment soon.
The deadline for resolutions for the Annual Conven‐
tion in April is approaching so gather your thoughts
and make a presentation to your council before it is
too late. The resolution guidelines will be mailed to
the Grand Knights and they are in the Grand
Knights manual.
Supreme is updating the information online for
Grand Knights and Financial Secretaries. If you are
using the on line membership files, the master files
at Supreme are updated every Tuesday evening. If
you use the system to update information, it will
not always update all the files immediately; check
periodically as some information takes time.
Over the past year I have had many questions con‐
cerning rules and regulations. The Charter Consti‐
tution Laws are amended annually. Please refer to
this book and if you have any questions do not hesi‐
tate to email me at StateAdvocate@kofc.ab.ca. If I
don’t have an answer, I will find an answer and get
back to you as promptly as I can.

B

rother Knights and Family

Where has this year gone? We are now ready to
celebrate a most spiritual and joyous time of the
year, CHRISTMAS. A time to be with your loved
ones and friends and to reach out to those who are
not as fortunate as some of us.
This past year has been a tough year for many;
from farmers whose crops did not produce as
hoped, businesses who had hoped for a better year
and individuals and families who have had hard‐
ships along the way. Christmas helps us to better
understand each other, to help each other, pray for
each other and as Brother Knights, reach out to
those who truly need us, a stranger or a Brother
Knight and his family.
The Christ child was placed in the manger to fill the
world with joy and love and to teach us to lead a
life of understanding and compassion for all. With
this thought in mind, please accept heartfelt
Christmas wishes of peace, love and joy to you and
your family from my wife Kathy and me.
God Bless your CHRISTMAS.
Ron Schuster
State Warden

I hope you and your family have a Wonderful and
Blessed Christmas and Joyous New Year.
William Smith
State Advocate
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From the Agency
Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

L

et Us Help You Simplify Your Life

That’s probably the exact opposite of what you may
think happens when a representative of a life in‐
surer comes to your home. Most people, inundated
by too much information, think that a discussion
about their financial future with a professional ad‐
visor leaves them with more questions than an‐
swers. That may be true under some circum‐
stances, but not with the Knights of Columbus.
We made a decision some time ago that we could
not and would not be all things to all people. We
decided to focus on what we can do best —and dili‐
gently train our agents and home office staff to ex‐
cel at those items. We offer you life insurance
(whole life and term), fixed annuities and long‐term
care. We won’t be discussing 20 or 30 ways you can
take action to prepare for the future. We will sit
with you and your wife, gather some very basic in‐
formation, draw a conclusion with you, and pro‐
pose a solution for you that fits within your budget.
This can all be accomplished in a couple of appoint‐
ments in your home (yes, we still make house
calls!) that shouldn’t take all that long.
The cynics may say that our offerings simply cannot
solve every situation. Well, if you’re investing
money in equity‐based offerings such as variable
life insurance or mutual funds, that’s true. We
don’t sell those products. But I am hard‐pressed to
find a situation where the products we do have
can’t help you. Whole life insurance, for example, is
a beautiful product that has to be seen to be be‐
lieved. Once seen, you’ll agree. There really isn’t
much it can’t do.
So if you are avoiding a conversation because you
fear it may leave you more confused than ever, let
us simplify your life. No rocket science … no com‐
plex formulas … no PhDs required. We make it sim‐
ple, easy to understand, cost efficient and helpful.
And it all comes with the financial strength of your
Page 4

organization serving as a backdrop.
I know I scratch my head a lot, wondering if I am
really “getting it.” When my K of C agent leaves my
house, the only thing I “get” is a good night’s sleep.
Give it a try.
For the name of your local agent, please contact
the Red Deer Regional Office at 403‐343‐2242.
Thomas P. Smith Jr., Executive Vice President
From the State Communications & PR Director
By Ferdie Mendita

A

s Christmas is fast approaching, let us all par‐
ticipate in supporting the “Keep Christ in
Christmas” campaign to remind our fellow Catholics
and Christians of the true meaning of Christmas,
“The Birth of our Redeemer, our Lord Jesus Christ``
A reminder to all Council’s Grand Knights to have
their website ready for submission for the “Best
Website” category at this coming Annual Conven‐
tion. Please submit to my attention via e‐mail, fer‐
diemendita@shaw.ca.
Please encourage all members to visit our own
website, www.kofc.ab.ca for updated and valuable
information. You will find a presentation clip of AB/
NWT State Board Delegates at the recently con‐
cluded 2010 Knights of Columbus Supreme Conven‐
tion held in Washington, DC last August; this video
presentation was created by Bro Ray Khuller.
On behalf of my family and myself, I wish everyone
a Blessed Christmas and Peaceful New Year. May
the Love of the Infant Jesus be in your hearts this
Christmas and throughout the New Year.

Bro. Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Communications & PR Director
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From the State Program Director

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Willis Winter

By Daniel Schmitz

H

ow will you proclaim the true meaning of
Christmas this year?

One way that your Council can do so is to partici‐
pate in a “Keep Christ in Christmas” program. Put
up a billboard; display a banner on a playground
fence; or put a magnetic sign on your car or truck to
say: ”Keep Christ in Christmas.” No matter how
you participate, it is a reminder that Christmas is
not just a commercial. Nor is it just the exchange of
gifts. Christmas is a spiritual, loving experience
where we rejoice that our Savior Jesus Christ was
born to redeem us into his Kingdom. Let’s all do
our part to keep the true spirit of Christmas in the
season.
Last year, Councils shared the idea of putting a
magnetic sign on their vehicles for the “Keep Christ
in Christmas” Program. What ideas do you have for
this season? Sharing of your ideas is a great way to
build our faith and our Order.

B

rothers in Christ

Our total contributions to date are 2,375,338
pennies of generosity, to be split evenly between
our dioceses for the promotion of vocations.
If you wish to have your contributions registered
for this fiscal year please try and submit them by
December 15 as our year end is December 31st.
Send all donations to:
K of C State Council
#4, 5579 ‐ 47 Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Fraternally,
Daniel Schmitz
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

Please remember to submit your State Program
entries to the Red Deer office by March 4, 2011.
Additional information will be provided in the next
issue of State Affairs.
On behalf of my wife, Kathleen, and our family, I
wish everyone peace, love, and God’s Blessings for
this Christmas season and the New Year!
Vivat Jesus!
Willis Winter
State Program Director

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the AlbertaNorthwest Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Submission
Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Ferdinand Mendita
164 Ormsby Rd East, Edmonton, AB T5T 5T3
E-Mail: ferdiemendita@shaw.ca
Telephone: (780) 483-0997
Or
State Council Office
#4, 5579 - 47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca
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From the Master of the Fourth Degree

From the State Membership Director

By Larry Boland

By Max Ciesielski

D

o you know ?

Who made this statement ?

“There will be one Fourth Degree; it will be part of
the Third Degree Knights of Columbus, not apart
from it. It will have one uniform, one drill manual
and one exemplification ceremony. There needs to
be a concerted effort to get younger members into
our Color Corps, the visible arm of the Order. Our
Color Corps must not only claim to stand in defense
of our church and Order, but they must look physi‐
cally capable and prepared to do so if they were
called upon.”
I am sure that most will answer the Supreme Mas‐
ter but it was not him. This statement comes from
our Supreme Knight Carl Anderson. He has set a
role and a goal for the Fourth Degree .All Third De‐
gree Knights should be Fourth Degree.
It is not only the Fourth Degree assemblies and
members that should be promoting and recruiting
for the Fourth Degree. Every State Board member,
every District Deputy, every Grand Knight and every
Council executive should follow our Supreme
Knight’s desire and promote the Fourth Degree as
the next step in Knighthood and ask and encourage
all Knights of Columbus to become a Fourth De‐
gree. Of course asking or encouraging a Brother to
become a member of the Patriotic Arm of the Or‐
der means more if you yourself belong. Let’s all be
the Visible Arm of the Order.
Fraternally,
Larry Boland
Master

A

s we are nearing the end of this calendar year it is
my pleasure to report that the September‐
October‐November Membership Blitz has been well re‐
ceived. However it is obvious that some councils are not
as successful as others in membership recruitment. So
while our net gain is positive, we have a long way to get
where it should be. Often when we do have a church
membership drive we do not have the manpower of
Brother Knights at the church entrance to greet the fu‐
ture Brother knights. The bottom line is, every Catholic
man that enters the church is a prospective member—
just ask him. This is definitely the time to pick up our
momentum in recruitment.
We are experiencing losses due to suspensions and
withdrawals. Statistics tell us that many are willing to
join our order, but to keep them is still our biggest chal‐
lenge. Every council, upon initiating a new member,
must first of all make him feel welcome and put him to
work. Find out his talents, his interests, and assign him
to a committee. Suspensions must be made up by re‐
placements.
Having every council active is our goal. One member in
12 months is not asking much. Nevertheless we have
councils that failed to recruit one member in the past
Columbian year. The District Deputies must concentrate
on these councils and solve their problems with them.
This is where the District Membership Team may be the
answer.
A special word of gratitude to the degree teams for their
dedication. They are always available even if only one
candidate is present to be initiated. This also applies to
our Fraternal Benefit Advisors. Some of them can fill
various functions on the 1st degree teams and are only a
phone call away.
The State Membership Team wishes you all, Brother
Knights, a Happy, Holy Christmas— a time to spend with
our loved ones and to recharge our batteries and push
forward with new vigor in the New Year to reach our
goals.
May the peace of the newborn child Jesus be with you
always.
Max Ciesielski
State Membership Director
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Grand Knight Dave and wife Krista Hurta
at the 1st Annual Oktoberfest fundraiser
of Grande Prairie Council #3241.
Approximately $19,000 was raised for the
council’s charitable causes.

State Deputy Neil Gannon with Second
Degree Honouree Paul Liber (and Jeannette) of
Council 7599 in Edmonton on November 6th.

State Deputy Neil Gannon with Third Degree
Honoree Fr. Josef Wroblewski of Council 4570 in
Edmonton on November 6th.

District Deputy Joe Novakowski

Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can submit to the state office though
email at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg
format. Please provide a brief description of the picture.
State Affairs, Volume 14, Number 3, December 2010

IPSD Wally Streit congratulates new First Degree
member Donald Murphy at St. Thomas More Parish on October 1st.
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Father Bonner Council #7599 First Degree team with 15 new Brother Knights on October 28th.

ACF President Julito Reyes and Treasurer Dave Phillips,
together with SD & Chairman of the Board Neil Gannon
present a $20,000 cheque to Archbishop Richard Smith
for the Cornerstone of Faith Campaign.

State Deputy Neil Gannon presents a $100,000
cheque to Archbishop Richard Smith on behalf of
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson as the Supreme
Council’s contribution to the Cornerstone of Faith
Campaign,
«State Deputy Neil Gannon and District Deputy Maurice
Prefontaine presenting the Double Star Award for 20092010 to Michael Ho, Grand Knight of Holy Trinity Council 12353.
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Special Mass at Mary Help of Christians in Edmonton with
Fr. John Mak, Fr. John Reddy, State Deputy Neil Gannon
and Honor Guard with commander SK Nelson Choma

Past District Deputy Ray Khuller presents the Double
Star Award to Past Grand Knight Mike Driscoll of
Archbishop Monahan Council #4878

State Board Christmas Party—December 4, 2010
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From the State Fr. McGivney Guild Chairman
By Julito Reyes, PSD

T

he Order established the Father McGivney
Guild to promote the cause for canonization
of our founder.
Goals:
1. To spread the good word about the holiness of
his life;
2. To encourage devotion to his memory, and
3. To seek his intercession before the throne of
God.
Purpose of the Guild serves as a Clearinghouse for
information about Fr. McGivney, his life and works
and any favors attributed to his intercession.
Membership –
1. Free membership and open to anyone who
wishes to share in this mission of making known
the life and work of Fr. McGivney and encour‐
age devotion to his memory.
2. Fill out the application form (enclosed in this
package) and mail it to Supreme Council, K of C,
One Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510 ‐
3326, USA (Attention: The Fr. McGivney Guild
Office)
3. Visit the K of C website – www.kofc.org and lo‐
cate the McGivney Guild.
4. Eventually, members will receive a newsletter
and periodic updates on the progress of cause
for canonization.
5. Please report all favors received to Supreme
Council – The Father McGivney Guild.

Your council could reach the Guild Supreme Council
office @203‐752‐4087 for brochures and prayer
cards.
At this time, I’d like to wish you and your loved
ones, “A Blessed Christmas and a Happy and
Healthy New Year”!
Vivat Jesus!
Julito Reyes
Fr. McGivney Guild Chairman

PRAYER FOR THE CANONIZATION OF
FATHER MICHAEL J. McGIVNEY
God, our Father, protector of the poor and de‐
fender of the widow and orphan, you called your
priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle
of Christian family life and to lead the young to the
generous service of their neighbour. Through the
example of his life and virtue may we follow your
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his com‐
mandment of charity and building up his Body,
which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your ser‐
vant prompt us to greater confidence in your love
so that we may continue his work of caring for the
needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you
glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J.
McGivney on earth according to the design of your
holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I
now present (here make your request).
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

As of October 1, 2010, Guild membership in our
jurisdiction is 1,539. There are over 17,000 mem‐
bers in our jurisdiction.
Grand Knights:
1. May I encourage you to hand out the enclosed
application form to your members at a council
meeting and after completing them, please mail
them together to Supreme Council.
2. Would you, please, recite the “Prayer for the
Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney”
together to open or close your council or execu‐
tive meeting.
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Father Michael J. McGivney
Founder of the Knights of Columbus
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From the State Financial Secretaries Chairman

From the Foundation

By Ed Matheson

By Robert Kruchten, Vice President

W

orthy Financial Secretaries Hi

By mid‐December your Billing should be in
the mail to all those who pay dues; and Member‐
ship Cards should be mailed to all the Honorary and
Honorary Life and unable to work members. Any
that come back with a message “undeliverable” by
the Post Office, contact the member and resolve
the address problem right away. It must be cleared
up and the proper address stored in your database
computer or manual record. No excuses to your‐
self!!

D

It is my pleasure to greet you as the acting president of
the Foundation for the next few months while Brother
Julito and his wife, Juliet are having a much deserved
vacation in the Philippines.
In this memo I would like to address four items.
•

I would like to welcome and introduce our new
foundation director, Gerard Nicolet, of Falher as the
elected representative from the Peace River area.
Gerard is a very active man and a good knight. Cur‐
rently he is, for the third time, the Grand Knight for
his council (Chevaliers des Colombo). He has re‐
cently retired from his position as the chief execu‐
tive officer for the town of Falher; a position he held
for 29 years. Now he has a part‐time position with
the Archdiocese of McLennan‐Grouard as the execu‐
tive assistant to Archbishop Pettipas. On a personal
note, Gerard is married to Eveline. They have 3 adult
children, 4 grandchildren, with more expected. He
and Eveline will be joining us at the Foundation Di‐
rectors' meeting in Calgary this January. Welcome to
the Foundation Board, Gerard.

•

The Foundation donates to charity on behalf of all
knights and councils in Alberta. A summary of the
donations given to charities on your behalf by the
Foundation for the year 2010 to the end of October
amounts to $73,887.01. This includes direct dona‐
tions from the Foundation and flow through ones. A
highlight of the donations is the amount of
$27,994.52 given by the Foundation to the Corner‐
stone of Faith (the new seminary). With respect to
donations and Supreme, which supports them, it
should be noted that our Foundation is not able to
utilize the Investment Screening Service used by
Supreme due to the high cost and we are presently
looking at other alternatives.
Brothers, if you can help the Foundation by giving a
donation before the year end it would be greatly

At this time you will probably be asked to prepare
the Form 100s for new members. Please refer to
“FINANCIAL SECRETARY HANDBOOK” page 48 for
“NEW MEMBER”. Follow the instructions carefully
and ensure that the completed Form 11 is mailed
to Supreme immediately. This is especially needed
for those new members taking advantage of the
insurance offering by the knights.
For those using the Reports On‐Line / Member
Management / Member Billing portions on the Su‐
preme Website it is good practice to sign on regu‐
larly and maintain member records with care. It is
a good practice to have a single admin basket for all
documents that you need to process in the On‐Line
System. When updated, mark them “complete”,
date them and file important docs in the member’s
information folder.
Ensure that all your newly initiated members are
aware of the Knights Accidental Death Insurance in
effect for both Knights and Wives with PAID UP
Dues. It is very important information.
Manage all suspensions and resignations.
God Bless, thank you, have a Merry Christmas with
your family and JUST DO IT!!
Ed Matheson
(780) 487 6484 (H) 717 2123 (Cell) 487 9586 (Fax)
Email edmath@telus.net
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(Continued on page 12)
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From the State Family Director

(Continued from page 2, State Treasurer)

By Vince Reyes

“A Time for Sharing”
In spite of the hustle and bustle of everyday life and
the increasing, rampant commercialization of the
season, Christmas is, after all and above anything
else, still a holy day which celebrates the birth of
Jesus Christ.
In keeping with the true meaning and spirit of the
season, let us Keep Christ in Christmas‐ because
Jesus is the reason for the season!
The Christmas season is a time of giving and helping
others. As a family, there is no greater joy than vol‐
unteering together. By sharing a common experi‐
ence, it would make our family grow closer and
stronger. Most importantly, it gives us a golden op‐
portunity to foster goodwill, understanding, kind‐
ness, love and compassion to the sick, elderly,
needy, distressed, depressed, oppressed and to the
less fortunate.
As a family or council, plan and undertake at least
one volunteer work. A few suggestions are: hamper
delivery, serve or prepare meals at a soup kitchen,
visit someone who is shut‐in, sing Christmas carols
at nursing homes or hospitals, bring presents to
children or elderly in the hospital, organize a cloth‐
ing or food drive, decorate a nursing home’s dining
room, hallways and rooms, organize games and/or
social at a children’s hospital and other worthwhile
endeavours.

Finally, my wife Mary and I would like to extend a very
Merry and Blessed Christmas to you and your families.
May your Council continue to grow in the New Year.
Fraternally,
Phil Birch

(Continued from page 11, Charitable Foundation)

appreciated. Of course, a donation given at any time
of the year would be wonderful. Your grand knights
and district deputies will have the information about
donating to the Foundation. You can also call the
state office for this information. Remember the
Foundation is a registered charity and does issue tax
charitable receipts.
•

It is my pleasure to report the Foundation Clergy/
Knights Golf Day was a great success. The amount of
funds realized after expenses is approximately
$3,600. A big thank you to the clergy, knights, do‐
nors and organizers who supported and partici‐
pated in the first Clergy/Knights Golf Day.

Joyeaux Noel, Merry Christmas from my wife, Eveline
and me. May God Bless you and your loved ones at this
Christmas and throughout the new year as we celebrate
the birth of the son of God.
Shalom Vivat Jesus!

In closing, on behalf of my lovely wife, Ruby, and
our children, Stephanie and Richard, I wish you all a
very merry and blessed Christmas and a happy,
peaceful and prosperous New Year!
Vivat Jesus!

Vince R. Reyes
State Family Director
Page 12

State Affairs, Volume 14, Number 3, December 2010

Congratulations
Families of the Month
2010 ‐ 2011

September 2010
Edward & Eileen Joyal
Brian & Micheline Dunn
Justin & Marilou Guanlao
Joseph & Dale Lauer
Ron & Nelia Krausert

Edmonton Council #1184
Father Albert Newman Council #8470
Nazareno Council #12904
Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312

October 2010
Alvin & Cary Volk
Saverio (Sam) & Mary Bazzarelli
Armando & Criselda Lirag
Louis Kloster
Peter & Anne Lema
Massimo & Christina Spoletini

Edmonton Council #1184
Brother Anthony Council #10014
Nazareno Council #12904
Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312
St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

Winners of the Standing Holy Family Statue

September 2010
Edward & Eileen Joyal

Edmonton Council #1184

October 2010
Massimo & Christina Spoletini

St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

State Affairs, Volume 14, Number 3, December 2010
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From the State Vocations Chairman

From the State Mass Times Booklet Chairman

By Ed Matheson

By Ed Matheson

Mass Times Booklet Project

W
Important

W

Vocations
Important

Important

orthy Grand Knights
Program and Church Directors

The State supported efforts are:
RSVP
Council Report Forms Booklet indicates that for every
$500 donated, the council or assembly is eligible for a
refund of $100 from the Supreme Council. See page
27 of the Report Forms Booklet.
VOCATION AWARENESS IN SCHOOLS
The Project Description is to focus on only three
grades in the schools, Grades 4, 5 & 6.
An amendment to The Grand Knights Manual has now
been completed and a new version of Section ‘O’ is
currently being circulated in this mail out of the State
Affairs. Please review it and if you will ‘use it’ to assist
Grades 4, 5 & 6 consider to share their views on a Re‐
ligious Vocation. Work closely with the teachers and
students to encourage them to participate in the pro‐
ject which could lead to the most important decision
that they have to make in their lifetime.
Any comments on Section ‘O’ can be sent to me via
email or via mail, address on page 9 of the Roster.

orthy District Deputies
Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries,

Thanks to all of you who helped with the distribution
of all the books to Hotels / Motels, Churches and
Councils as it was a very big job handling about
70,000 Mass Times Booklets. God Bless You.
Many Councils have still not ordered books for their
members and are encouraged to do so right away as
we still have to pay the printer for part of the bill.
Councils are the only source of money to pay the
bills. The way to help pay the Printer is to order and
pay for books for your members.
So please, decide on your order now and send in
your cheque.
Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to: K of C Council 4530,
18415‐ 80 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8
Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:
Date:
Number of Booklets Required:
Name of Person Ordering:

Thank you and enjoy a Merry Christmas with your
family & JUST DO IT!!
God Bless

Thank you again and a very Merry Christmas to you
and your family & JUST DO IT!!

Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐6484 (H) 717‐2123 (C) 487‐9586 (F)
E‐mail: edmath@telus.net

Ed Matheson
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Calendar of Events

Third Degree Exemplification Schedule

Annual State Council Meeting (Convention)
Calgary April 29, 30 & May 1, 2011

Date

Location

Dec 11, 2010

High Level

2011 State Hockey Tournament
Edmonton, April 1-3, 2011
Chairman GK Guy Mageau 780-707-8986
gmageau@wspring.com

Feb 12, 2011

Fort McMurray

Feb 26, 2011

Edmonton

Mar 6, 2011

Lethbridge

Mar 12, 2011

Lloydminster

Mar19, 2011

Red Deer

Apr 9, 2011

Grande Prairie

May 14, 2011

Calgary

May 28, 2011

Edmonton

2011 State Curling Bonspiel
Mar 19, 20 & 21, 2011
Leduc Council #7061
More information to follow
When applying for Athletic events, please use the
specific form. Forms can be found in the Grand
Knight’s Manual in Section F-l, pages 2 - 3.

CONDOLENCES
Our prayers to the families of:
•

Brother Cy Stowell of Father Bonner Council
7599 in Edmonton, who passed away on November 4, 2010.

•

Ian MacQuarrie of Sacred Heart Council 3408 in
Red Deer, who passed away on November 13,
2010.

Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

•

Roy Rogers of Rimbey Council 9250 who
passed away on November 13, 2010.

March 26, 2011

Lac La Biche

•

Ray Garon of Valleyview Council 8427 who
passed away on November 28, 2010.

April 9, 2011

Peace River/Grande Prairie

April 16, 2011

Edmonton

May 7, 2011

Calgary

May 28, 2011

Fort McMurray

TBA

Red Deer

Holiday Wishes
May you have the gift of faith, the
blessing of hope and the peace of His
love at Christmas and always.
Shauna & Carolyn
State Affairs, Volume 14, Number 3, December 2010
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The Gift of the Magi
By O. Henry (1906)
One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all. And sixty cents
of it was in pennies… Three times Della counted it. One dollar and
eighty-seven cents. And the next day would be Christmas. There was
clearly nothing to do but flop down on the shabby little couch and
howl. So Della did it. Which instigates the moral reflection that life
is made up of sobs, sniffles and smiles, with sniffles predominating.
While the mistress of the home is gradually subsiding from the first
stage to the second, take a look at the home. A furnished flat at $8
per week … In the vestibule below was a letter-box… and a card
bearing the name “Mr. James Dillingham Young.” The “Dillingham”
had been flung to the breeze during a former period of prosperity
when its possessor was being paid $30 per week. Now, when the
income was shrunk to $20, the letters of “Dillingham” looked
blurred… But whenever Mr. James Dillingham Young came home
and reached his flat above he was called “Jim” and greatly hugged by
Mrs. James Dillingham Young, already introduced to you as Della.
Which is all very good.
Della finished her cry and attended to her cheeks with the powder
rag. Only $1.87 to buy a present for him. Her Jim. Many a happy
hour she had spent planning for something nice for him. Something
fine and rare and sterling—something just a little bit near to being
worthy of the honour of being owned by Jim…
Now, there were two possessions of the James Dillingham Youngs
in which they both took a mighty pride. One was Jim’s gold watch
that had been his father’s and grandfather’s. The other was Della’s
hair… So now Della’s beautiful hair fell about her, rippling and shining like a cascade of brown waters. It reached below her knee and
made itself almost a garment for her. And then she did it up again
nervously and quickly…
On went her old brown jacket; on went her old brown hat. With a
whirl of skirts and with a brilliant sparkle still in her eyes, she fluttered out the door and down the stairs to the street. Where she
stopped the sign read: “Mme. Sofronie. Hair Goods of All Kinds.”
“Will you buy my hair?” asked Della.
“I buy hair,” said Madame. “Take your hat off and let’s have a
sight at the looks of it.”
Down rippled the brown cascade. “Twenty dollars,” said Madame,
lifting the mass with a practiced hand.
“Give it to me quick,” said Della.
Oh, and the next two hours tripped by on rosy wings. Forget the
hashed metaphor. She was ransacking the stores for Jim’s present.
She found it at last. It surely had been made for Jim and no one else.
There was no other like it in any of the stores and she had turned all
of them inside out. It was a platinum fob chain simple and chaste in
design, properly proclaiming its value by substance alone and not be
meretricious ornamentation—as all good things should do. It was
even worthy of The Watch. As soon as she saw it she knew that it
must be Jim’s. It was like him. Quietness and value—the description
applied to both. Twenty-one dollars they took from her for it and she
hurried home with the 87 cents. With that chain on his watch Jim
might be properly anxious about the time in any company. Grand as
the watch was, he sometimes looked at it on the sly on account of the
old leather strap that he used in place of a chain.
When Della reached home her intoxication gave way a little to
prudence and reason. She got out her curling irons and lighted the gas
and went to work repairing the ravages made by generosity added to
love… Within forty minutes her head was covered with tiny, closelying curls that made her look wonderfully like a truant schoolboy…
“If Jim doesn’t kill me,” she said to herself, “before he takes a second look at me, he’ll say I look like a Coney Island chorus girl.”
Jim was never late. Dell doubled the fob chain in her hand and sat
on the corner of the table near the door that he always entered. Then
she heard his step on the stair away down on the first flight and she
turned white for just a moment. She had a habit of saying little silent
prayers about the simplest everyday things and now she whispered:
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“Please God, make him think I am still pretty.”
The door opened and Jim stepped in and closed it. He looked thin
and very serious… Jim stopped inside the door, as immovable at a
setter as the sent of quail. His eyes were fixed upon Della, and there
was an expression in them that she could not read, and it terrified her.
It was not anger, nor surprise, nor disapproval, nor horror, nor any of
the sentiments that she had been prepared for. He simply stared at her
fixedly with that peculiar expression on his face…
“Jim, darling,” she cried, “don’t look at me that way. I had my hair
cut off and sold it because I couldn’t have lived through Christmas
without giving you a present. It’ll grow out again - you won’t mind,
will you? I just had to do it. My hair grows awfully fast. Say “Merry
Christmas!” Jim, and let’s be happy. You don’t know what a nice what a beautiful nice gift I’ve got for you.”
“You’ve cut off your hair?” asked Jim, laboriously, as if he had not
arrived at that patent fact yet even after the hardest mental labour.
“Cut it off and sold it,” said Della. “Don’t you like me just as well,
anyhow? I’m me without my hair, ain’t I?”
Jim looked about the room curiously. “You say your hair is gone?”
he said, with an air almost of idiocy.
“You needn’t look for it,” said Della. “It’s sold, I tell you - sold
and gone, too. It’s Christmas Eve, boy. Be good to me, for it went
for you. Maybe the hairs of my head were numbered,” she went on
with a sudden serious sweetness, “but nobody could ever count my
love for you. Shall I put the chops on, Jim?”
Out of his trance Jim seemed quickly to wake. He enfolded his
Della… Jim drew a package from his overcoat pocket and threw it
upon the table. “Don’t make any mistake, Dell,” he said, “about me.
I don’t think there’s anything in the way of a haircut or a shave or a
shampoo that could make me like my girl any less. But if you’ll unwrap that package you may see why you had me going a while at
first.”
White fingers and nimble tore at the string and paper. And then an
ecstatic scream of joy; and then, alas a quick feminine change to hysterical tears and wails, necessitating the immediate employment of all
the comforting powers of the lord of the flat. For there lay The
Combs - the set of combs, side and back, that Della had worshipped
for the long in a Broadway window. Beautiful combs, pure tortoise
shell, with jeweled rims - just the shade to wear in the beautiful vanished hair. They were expensive combs, she knew and her heart had
simply craved and yearned over them without the least hope of possession. And now, they were hers, but the tresses that should have
adorned the coveted adornments were gone. But she hugged them to
her bosom and at length she was able to look up with dim eyes and a
smile and say:
“My hair grows so fast, Jim!” And then Della leaped up like a little
singed cat and cried, “Oh, oh!”
Jim had not yet seen his beautiful present. She held it out to him
eagerly upon her open palm. The dull precious metal seemed to flash
with a reflection of her bright and ardent spirit.
“Isn’t it a dandy, Jim? I hunted all over town to find it. You’ll
have to look at the time a hundred times a day now. Give me your
watch. I want to see how it looks on it.”
Instead of obeying, Jim tumbled down on the couch and put his
hands under the back of his head and smiled. “Dell,” said he, “Let’s
put our Christmas presents away and keep’em a while. They’re too
nice to use just at present. I sold the watch to get the money to buy
your combs. And now suppose you put the chops on.”
The magi, as you know, were wise men - wonderfully wise men
who brought gifts to the Babe in the manger. They invented the art of
giving Christmas presents. Being wise, their gifts were no doubt wise
ones, possibly bearing the privilege of exchange in case of duplication. And here I have lamely related to you the uneventful chronicle
of two foolish children in a flat who most unwisely sacrificed for each
other the greatest treasures of their house. But in a last word to the
wise of these days let it be said that of all who give gifts these two
were the wisest. Of all who give and receive gifts, such as they are
wisest… they are the magi.
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