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February 2012
Message from the State Chaplain

“May our Faith be an example
steadfast and firm in a changing
World ”

“IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENT”

Gary H. Johnson

B

rother Knights,

In 2010, our Supreme Knight Carl Anderson and his
Supreme Board created a new initiative to support
the State Chaplains throughout our order by bring‐
ing them together in New Haven every spring as
well as at our Supreme Convention in August. This
initiative, nurtured by our Supreme Chaplain, Fa‐
ther John Grace, has proven very successful in pro‐
viding our State Chaplains with support and encour‐
agement in their roles of being the spiritual shep‐
herds of our State Councils.
Because this initiative has proven so successful at
the Supreme level, your State Board has voted to
extend this program to every Council Chaplain in
our Alberta/NWT Jurisdiction!
With that in mind, our Father Henry Rosenbaum
sent a questionnaire to every Council Chaplain in
our Alberta/NWT Jurisdiction asking them for his
feedback on his role and involvement as Chaplain
for the Council in his parish.
Father Henry found the majority of the responses
to his questionnaire to be encouraging in terms of
the support that they receive from their Council as
(Continued on page 5)

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

D

ear Brother Knights,

With God’s grace and blessing we have started a
new Civic Year 2012. As time is a gift of the Creator
to give us, his special creation, opportunities to
shape creation again in God’s image.
The mid‐term District Deputy Meeting has been
held already and all that activities up to the State
Convention give us opportunity for action. Al‐
though we need more human hands for our activi‐
ties, they will only come and be successful by the
blessing of God as an old German Proverb says; “
All depends on God’s blessing.”
In September the Pope will declare a Year of Faith
to begin the strategies of New Evangelization. May
our Faith be an example steadfast and firm in a
changing world.
Vivat Jesus!
Henry Rosenbaum, SAC
State Chaplain
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From the State Secretary

From
thethe
State
Treasurer
From
Treasurer

By William Smith

By W. Charles Russell

012 has begun and we are getting ready for
the State Convention in April. You will hear
and receive information of this event and will be
expected to pass on this information to your Coun‐
cil membership. Each Council is expected to have
two delegates attend the Convention and two
votes are allotted to the Council. If the Grand
Knight cannot attend he will be expected to send a
replacement. We expect registrations as early as
possible to assist the Convention Committee in pre‐
paring for the event. But as Murphy’s Law does
prevail, if you cannot attend and have registered,
the Convention Committee can assist you with reg‐
istering an alternate member. It is imperative that
each Council is represented. Your voice can only be
heard if you are there.
At the Convention, deceased members will be re‐
membered at the Memorial Mass. Please send in
the Necrology for your Council for any deceased
members since the last Convention now to the Red
Deer Office. If there are additions after you send
this in, just add them to another sheet and send
them in. In addition to this, please ask the families
if they would like to attend the Mass which will be
held on Sunday morning. Many will not be able to
attend but the gesture is part of our fraternal bene‐
fits to all members. Grand Knights and District
Deputies should make arrangements for any local
families for transportation to and from the services
if required.
The State Advocate will be sending information
concerning resolutions at the Convention. Please
review them with all your Council members. Reso‐
lutions will be received for Business and delegates
for the Supreme Convention. Any member in good
standing can attend the Supreme Convention. If
they don’t meet the deadline to be printed in the
Business Session Book, they can still submit a reso‐
lution and run from the floor at the Convention.
(Continued on page 9)
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I

sincerely hope and pray that you all have a
safe, blessed and happy 2012.

As we start the second half of the Columbian Year,
let us all strive to ensure that our Councils meet
their objectives, with both their membership and
planned activities.
Per Capita and Insurance notices have been mailed
in mid January. Please have these monies remitted
to the State Office at your earliest convenience.
Charities Appeal requests are still coming in. If you
have not sent in your chosen Charity request,
please do so as soon as possible.
The early Bird draw was done at the District Deputy
meeting in Edmonton on January 14, 2012. The
winner’s name is posted on our Web site.
A reminder that the net proceeds from the raffle
must be assigned to a registered charitable organi‐
zation or a qualified donee within a two (2) year
period. Unutilized funds will revert to the State Ex‐
ecutive Board.
Also, for requests over $1,000.00, a request from
the Charity accompanied by gaming approval,
MUST be attached to the request.
The current net proceeds from the raffle are as fol‐
lows:
•
•
•

50% to Subordinate Councils for assignment
22.5% to State Council for existing programs
27.5% to the Alberta K of C Charitable Foun‐
dation

Please review in the Grand Knight’s manual, Section
Q‐1, Page 2.

(Continued on page 13)
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B

From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Ronald J. Schuster

By Vince Reyes

rother Knights, All,

As we draw closer to the Annual State Convention, I
wish to remind all Brother Knights of the importance of
attending this Convention. This is where your voice can
be heard loud and clear. This is where, as a member of
our great order, the Knights of Columbus, you can ex‐
press either satisfaction or dissatisfaction to other mem‐
bers, the State Board, in order to make our Order
stronger and more vibrant. Without your support, your
wisdom and your input, we may never know what level
of fulfillment we may achieve.

“Everybody’s Business”

I

n the Knights of Columbus, membership is
everybody’s business!

From the top to the bottom, everybody must be on
the same page and must have a concerted effort
towards the attainment of a common goal: Ask all
practicing Catholic men to join and belong to our
Order – so that we can effectively build one Council
at a time!

As your State Advocate, I have encountered many ob‐
stacles this past year in which we, as a group have been
able to resolve, issues that have been lingering for vari‐
ous years. There is still much more work to do. With
your support and the support of our State Board Mem‐
bers, it will be accomplished.

Why do we need new members? Quite simply, it is
demographics. Just like any organization, we need
new members to replenish our aging membership
and to inject new, fresh and creative ideas to all the
wonderful things that we believe in and do!

In addition, I wish to remind all Brother Knights of the
importance of Membership Growth. In order for our
Order to remain strong and vibrant we MUST continu‐
ally recruit new members to our Councils. Look around
your Council and you will see the number of recycled
members who work strongly in the good work of the
Order, in some cases because there is no one to pass it
on to. It is THEIR time to step back and HELP NEW MEM‐
BERS as they offer to take over the reins. Our Member‐
ship Team is working very hard to encourage and assist
in these vital areas. Please support them.

More than ever, the vision of Fr. Michael J. McGiv‐
ney, is still relevant today as has been more than a
hundred years ago: To help the widows and fami‐
lies, to strengthen our faith, to assist our priests
and parishes, to alleviate the sufferings of the less
fortunate, to develop a firm, strong bond amongst
members and families and to subscribe to the
founding principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and
Patriotism. Truthfully, to keep alive the burning leg‐
acy of Fr. McGivney, we need committed and dedi‐
cated men, that is, you and me – and our future
members. So, the time to act is now!

In closing, if you are not sending a representative to the
State Convention, why not go yourself? If your Council,
for whatever reason, is not sending a representative,
then please contribute to the Convention Committee
with a monetary donation amount to help in its success.
I am looking forward to seeing you at the Convention.
Great Fraternalism/ Paternalism, Family interaction, lo‐
cation and Venue.

God Bless,
Ron Schuster,
State Advocate
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 4, February 2012

How can we retain members? By making them
proud and responsible. Creating programs for all
ages. By making them involved and responsible for
their actions. By making them feel a sense of be‐
longing. By showing them who we are and what we
do for the betterment of all. By doing so, they will
take pride in belonging to our organization. Easier
said than done? True, it is not easy but it has been
done before and it can be done all over again!
We would like to take this opportunity to thank and
(Continued on page 6)
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From the Supreme Consultant

From the Agency

By Dan O’Hara, Membership Program Coordinator

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

T

he Knights use a little different approach

Every member that we welcome into the Order
must be made to feel important. From the time we
first approach a prospect, we have only about 15
seconds to make a good impression. In that brief
time, he needs to be made to feel that we care
about him and that we are the type of person he
would like to call a friend. So how do we do that in
such a short period of time? We be ourselves. We
smile, we speak from our hearts, we let him know
that we have something TO offer him and his fam‐
ily, not that we want anything FROM him.
A well organized Church Drive gives us great oppor‐
tunities to tell our story at every parish within the
boundaries of our Order. A church Membership
Drive in each parish is intended to give the parish‐
ioners a better understanding of what the Knights
of Columbus is, as an organization and what is done
in their parish and community. It is the time to fire
up the men within the parish with a well delivered
message that touches the heart of every man,
women and young person.
Our mission is to provide opportunities for our‐
selves and others to more effectively serve the
church and the community. That’s how we adver‐
tise and market ourselves; examples of true Chris‐
tian spirit.
There are many opportunities for us to be examples
of a unified and charitable group of men along with
our families. Wear shirts, jackets, lapel pins, stick
the emblem of the Order on your car, on the front
door of your home, where ever possible. These
things show pride and unity among the Brothers.
Be noticed at charitable fund raisers and commu‐
nity activities by always being the best you can be.
You never know who is observing your actions and
is making a judgment on joining the Order or not,
simply on our personality and our demeanor. When
(Continued on page 13)
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W

ill you be part of the wave, ride it or be
washed under it?

“Retirement is becoming a much longer period of peo‐
ples’ lives with Canadians stopping work sooner and liv‐
ing longer. While that is good news, unfortunately they
may not be setting aside enough money to support
themselves through these extra years of retirement.”
This was the warning delivered by Peter Drake, an
economist and vice president of retirement and re‐
search at Fidelity Investments Canada.
This can mean many things; RRSP’s, TFSA’s, savings and
other investments. Have you thought about the need
for Long Term Care and the future burden this will cre‐
ate against the “nest egg” you have created? How long
will your investments last when you or your spouse have
to start cashing in $50,000 or more of your RRSP’s each
year just to cover costs?
Just imagine a wave as it crests just before hitting the
beach. Look at the graph below and see where you
stand. Imagine what will happen to Long term care
costs as the crest you are on starts utilizing the facilities
and benefits available to the general public.
Call your local agent to provide you with some quick
answers to your questions.
Submitted by: W.C.(Bill) Lewchuk, FIC,CSA. Knights of
Columbus Fraternal Advisor
For the name and phone # of your local agent please call
Red Deer at 403‐343‐2242.

Marc Bouchard,
General Agent
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 4, February 2012

From the State Program Director
By John Majowski

W

orthy Grand Knights, Council Officers, Coun‐
cil Directors and Brother Knights,

Knights share their time and talents in a vigorous
program of service. A Council’s Service Program ac‐
tivities should be a source of pride for you and your
fellow Knights.
Each year State Councils honor the best program or
activity in the areas of Church, community, Council,
family, pro‐life, and youth at their State Conven‐
tions. Any Council not under suspension is eligible
to enter.
Now is the time to determine which activities and
programs you will enter for the State Program
awards. A project or activity conducted from March
2011 to February 2012 can be entered. Please form
a Committee to prepare your submission.
You MUST use the cover page form STSF on page
23 of your Council Report Forms booklet or on the
Order’s website www.kofc.org. A separate form
must be used for each program submitted. Only
one program or activity may be submitted per cate‐
gory.
Entries in the wrong category risk being disquali‐
fied. To determine the correct category, ask your‐
self who benefits from this program?
Your creativity in developing, organizing and docu‐
menting your activity is the key to a winning entry.
Entries are judged first and foremost on the effec‐
tiveness of the program.
The content of the award application itself, how‐
ever, is extremely important in conveying to the
judges just how effective the program was. A few
simple pointers can assist your Council in producing
winning entries and can improve your Council's
chances of being recognized as having one of the
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

well as their interest in gathering as a group to dis‐
cuss and share their successes as well as their
needs in their roles as a Council Chaplain.
Unfortunately, some of the Chaplains responses felt
that their Councils were not really recognizing them
as their spiritual shepherd nor supporting them as
Father McGivney mandated us to do!
Father Henry also noted that there are several
Knight of Columbus Councils without Council
Chaplains.
So Worthy District Deputies and Worthy Grand
Knights, in response to the before mentioned back‐
ground, our State Board is planning our First State
Chaplains’ Luncheon in conjunction with our An‐
nual State Convention on Friday, April 27, 2012,
11:30 am– 1:30 pm at the East Coast Plaza Hotel in
Sherwood Park and your support is urgently
needed to make this a success!
Our State Church Director Lou Normand, has
agreed to chair this event and more information
will be forwarded to you shortly once we have a
committee in place and have worked out all the
logistics.
Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson,
State Deputy

(2nd part of article as Insert)

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the AlbertaNorthwest Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Deadline
for submissions is the 15th day of the month prior to
publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB T1B 1L9
E-Mail: manctil@memlane.com Telephone:
(403) 526-4058
State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca
Page 5

From the State Membership Director
By Brad Cody

W

orthy Brother Knights,

We are well into the second half of the Columbian
Year. Our report card as a jurisdiction is not very
good. We have a few Councils and Districts that are
performing quite well. They are hosting regular
membership campaigns, regular 1st Degrees and
either have or are close to their membership goals.
These Councils also are participating in many pro‐
gram activities which have the membership busy
and active. These Councils are also the ones who
have all of their reports and surveys completed and
submitted on time. Unfortunately, this type of
Council is not common in our jurisdiction. Most of
us are deficient in one or more of these areas for a
variety of excuses, of which none are acceptable.
Presently we are passing, but only by a few per‐
centage points. We all need to work harder for the
balance of the Columbian Year if we have any hope
of achieving our goals.
All of you should meet with your executive to en‐
sure the reports and surveys are completed and
filed at Supreme. Just to list a few of our shortcom‐
ings; We have 172 Councils in Alberta but at this
time in the Columbian Year 44 Councils have not
submitted their roster of Officers (form 185) to Su‐
preme. Further 87 Councils have not submitted the
Service Program Personnel report (form 365). The
Semi Annual Audit (form 1295) has not been filed
by 72 Councils for this year and further 54 Councils
are delinquent for more than one year. The final
example is the Fraternal Activity Survey (form
1728). Only 62 Councils have filed this report to Su‐
preme. These are just a few examples of Council
management that have fallen into disregard.
Our Councils, Districts, Jurisdiction and indeed our
Order cannot grow and prosper with this type of
disregard for Supreme requirements. Indeed our
Order is in a crisis, unless you and I and all the lead‐
ers of our Order take the steps to reverse these
(Continued on page 9)

Page 6

(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

appreciate our State Membership Director Brad
Cody and his team, our Councils’ membership
teams, Grand Knights, District Deputies, the State
Executive Board, Supreme Membership and Pro‐
gram Coordinator Dan O’Hara, the entire member‐
ships and of course, the excellent leadership of our
Worthy State Deputy Gary Johnson, for their dedi‐
cation and tireless efforts in membership retention
and recruitment – thereby promoting the cause of
Columbianism.
However, at this point in time, our jurisdiction is
behind in its membership recruitment due to sus‐
pensions and lack of recruitment. My Brother
Knights, now is the time to regroup and work as a
team to attain our goal. Everybody must ‘walk the
talk.’
Last Columbian Year 2010‐2011, under the leader‐
ship of Past State Deputy Neil Gannon, former
Membership Director Max Ciesielski, New Council
Development Chairman and PSD Wally Streit and
District Deputy Ferdinand Maingat, with the bless‐
ing of Most Reverend Richard Smith and Father Jim
Corrigan, Council No. 15290 was born, named after
the beloved Fr. Michael J. Troy, the iconic former
Chaplain of the Alberta‐NWT State Council.
Being a new Council has a lot of challenges. We
would like to acknowledge the council executive,
led by Grand Knight Lito Soco and Deputy Grand
Knight Mario Banana, for stepping up to the plate
and keep the Council going. I am proud to transfer
to this Council and became a Chancellor.
On a happy note, you are all invited to our Charter
Night Presentation, on Saturday, March 24, 2012,
to be held at St. Theresa’s Catholic Church Hall, lo‐
cated at 7508‐29 Avenue, Edmonton. Ticket is only
$35.00 per person. Hurry, tickets are going fast! For
tickets, you may contact me at (780) 463‐3696 or e‐
mail: statewarden@kofc.ab.ca
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Warden
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 4, February 2012

From the State Mass Times Booklet Chairman

From the State Pro-Life Chair Couple

By Ed Matheson

By Patrice Roussel

Mass Times Booklet Project

j

February 2012

orthy District Deputies
orthy Grand Knights
orthy Financial Secretaries

We hope to make a change in the way we provide
Mass Times to hotels, motels and Knights.
Pray that we may say LETS DO IT!!
Thank you and God Bless.

Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:
Date:
Number of Booklets Required:
Name of Person Ordering:

Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to: K of C Council 4530, 18415‐ 80 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8
Ed Matheson
State Mass Times Booklets Chairman
(780) 487‐6484 (H), 717‐2123 (C),
487‐9586 (F),
Email: edmath@telus.net

M

arch for Life, it is time to join the parade!

During the District Deputy’s meeting, our State Board
Officers with the Supreme representative discussed the
March for Life. Together they re‐affirm the commit‐
ment of our Supreme Knight Carl Anderson has for the
culture of life and the sanctity of life from conception to
natural death. They reminded your leaders as I also did
with my wife, the importance to participate to the
March for Life this May.
So far, the crowd at the march were small with respect
to the size of the city of Edmonton. Ottawa a city of
comparable size attracted a crowd of about 10,000 peo‐
ple. We here in Alberta have not reach the one thou‐
sand people yet. Are we so complacent about life that
we think the pro‐choice are declining and we don’t have
to rally our forces to voice for the unborn and the help‐
less? On the contrary our battle is an ongoing effort.
We are a marginal group when it comes to take the de‐
fence of the unborn, how do we change that?
• Join the march with your families, the Knight family
of Alberta.
• Councils away from Edmonton, plan and fill a bus,
you are very important in our effort.
• Invite a friend to come with you
• Prepare yourself to take a day off or even a vacation
day as the march is always in conjunction with the
National March for life in Ottawa, this year, May 17.
Don’t use this as an excuse not to show up, some‐
one’s life may be saved by your presence and I be‐
lieve this make every effort worth it.
• Participate to other events leading to the march; a
pro‐life mass, a pro‐life supper or any other project
that proclaim the respect for life.
th
• 4 Degree Knights in full regalia add to the decorum
of the march, please join us.
• Let no excuses stop you from coming; each Council
that aspire to Star Council need a pro‐life program
and should come with their banners and a group of
members and their families. This event covers the
requirement for pro‐life to reach star Council.
• Those that say they don’t like graphic pictures, come
and take our signs “defend life” and swamp those
pictures in a sea of “defend life signs”, these pic‐
tures won’t be prominent.
(Continued on page 10)

State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 4, February 2012

Page 7

Molly Danko being present her 2011 Knight of
Columbus Scholarship. In picture: Vince Reyes
(State Warden), Molly Danko along with her
parents and Grand Knight Eugene Nahurney.
Father Dean
Doyle with Julian
Hnatiw and
Marvin Sigfuson,
accepting a
$500.00 cheque
from St. Christopher’s Co. 4788 to
the support of
Seminarian
Nonso Orajiaka.

Four new members joined the Father Michael J.
Troy Council No. 15290 in an exemplification
held on January 29, 2012 at St. Theresa’s Catholic Church Hall, Edmonton
Page 8

29th Annual Father Troy Invitational Basketball Tournament at St. Joseph’s High School.
The Knights presented a life-size bust of Father
Troy created by Edward Gibney. In picture:
Honourary Chairperson Lynn Smarsh, John
Acheson, Saskatchewan State Deputy Edward
Gibney, State Advocate Ron Schuster, Edmonton Chapter President Gerald Bernakavitch
and Fourth Degree Honour Guard Maurice
Prefontaine.

Life-size bust of late
Father Michael J.
Troy created by Edward Gibney. Presented to St. Joseph’s High School
on February 2, 2012.

Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can submit to the state office though
email at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg
format please. Please provide a brief
description of picture.
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 4, February 2012

(Continued from page 5, State Program Director)

(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

best programs.
Show what you have accomplished. Be clear and
concise. Show how many of your members partici‐
pated. Photographs and newspaper articles are
great additions.
Videos, DVDs and CD‐ROMs should not be submit‐
ted as part of your entry.
All entries must be submitted to the State Office in
Red Deer by March 2, 2012 to qualify. Please re‐
member that late entries are non‐entries.
Please do not hesitate to contact any Program Di‐
rector, Chairman, District Deputy or Board mem‐
ber, including myself should you have any ques‐
tions or require clarification or assistance. Our Fra‐
ternal Advisors are also an excellent resource. We
are all eager for you to succeed.
To assist you further, Brother Michael Anctil, our
State Communications & PR Director will post a few
examples of successful entries from prior years on
our State website http://www.kofc.ab.ca .

During the year I attended many events and activi‐
ties of Councils throughout the jurisdiction. There
are families who could benefit from your experi‐
ence, and in the spirit of fraternalism, share with all
of us the joy your community has received by your
efforts and hard work. It only takes a few minutes
to complete the “Surge With Service” Program ap‐
plication, put a few words together to explain what
was done, by whom, where, the results and then
add a few pictures. Please consider sending at least
one application for program awards before the end
of March to Red Deer. You cannot win if you do
not send in an application.
I am looking forward to meeting many of you at
events during February and March before the State
Convention. Think of attending the Curling
Bonspiel or the Hockey Tournament as a spectator
if not a participant.
Drive carefully.
Thank you for your support.
William Smith,
State Secretary

I encourage you to share your ideas and accom‐
plishments with others by submitting your achieve‐
ments this year for the State Service Program
Awards.
I once heard it said “Judge each day not by the har‐
vest, but by the seeds you plant”. It is my belief
that during this fraternal year, numerous seeds
have been planted in the best interest of our Order
by the efforts of all our membership through their
hard work to support our numerous programs and
activities. I truly hope that the harvest is bountiful.
The year’s goal is to receive at least one entry from
every Council in our jurisdiction. Let’s unite in mak‐
ing this Columbian Year a great success and in‐
crease submissions to the Surge Program.

(Continued from page 6, State Membership Director)

trends. We must first get our Councils back in good
standing by filing all the reports and surveys, get‐
ting new members and keeping existing members
and doing the good work of our Order in service to
our Savior.
Your Alberta Membership team is here to work
with you to achieve any of your Council’s objec‐
tives.
Brad Cody,
State Membership Director

(Continued on page 13)
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From the Charitable Foundation

From the State Financial Secretaries Chairman

By Robert Kruchten, President of the ACF

By Ed Matheson

B

rothers in Christ,

Financial Secretaries

The Foundation had a good 2011 and is looking for‐
ward to another good year.

W

This year it hopes to increase its capital fund in or‐
der to provide sustainable donations to the many
charities it supports, especially St Joseph’s Semi‐
nary/Newman Theo‐
logical College and St
Mary’s University Col‐
lege. If you can help
the Foundation by
giving a personal do‐
nation ,getting your
Council to give a do‐
nation or leaving a
bequeath to the
foundation. You can be assured that your gift will
leave a lasting legacy to the Foundation’s sup‐
ported charities.

For FS’s

Notice Notice Notice
Day September 24,2011

Clergy Golf

The Foundation is hosting the Alberta Salute to the
Clergy Golf Day on Monday, September 24 at the
Meadowlands Golf Course at Sylvan Lake. Tee off is
at 10:30 am. Salute your clergy by bringing them to
the golf day, especially remember the retired
priests in our midst. Everyone is welcome to partici‐
pate and to salute our Alberta clergy in this non
competitive golf day; this year we are also welcom‐
ing the spouses of Knights to golf.

orthy Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries

February 2012

By now your Fraternal Survey and Semi– Annual Dec
2011 should have been completed and submitted to all
the intended receivers.
Got yours done? NO THEN CONTACT ME!
Accidental Death Insurance is effective for both Knights
and Wives with PAID UP Dues. Advise every member
that has not paid.
Thank you Brother FS’s and LETS DO IT!
Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐ 6484 (H), 717‐2123 (C),
487‐ 9586 (F)
Email: edmath@telus.net
(Continued from page 7, Pro-Life Chair Couple)

In closing, the State Council is very active in the march; a
request was made at Supreme Council to print the
March for Life program. The State Deputy will be a
guest speaker, let us give him our support. The Knights
of Columbus proclaim they are a pro‐life organization,
well let us walk the talk.
Patrice & Helene Roussel
Pro‐Life Chair Couple

(Continued from Robert Kruchten, Foundation President)

Fees which include a cart, morning snack, midday
snack, prizes and supper are $125.00 per golfer.
Proceeds go to St Joseph’s Seminary. For informa‐
tion please contact Urbain Zak, uzak@telus.net or
Bob kruchten, rkruchte@telus.net, 403 346 5423.

Sherwood Park.
Salut and God Bless
Fraternally,

Brothers; I look forward to seeing and meeting you
at the Alberta NWT Annual Convention this April in
Page 10

Bob Kruchten, Foundation President
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From the State Community Director

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Ryszard Kazek

By Daniel Schmitz

B

rother Knights,

Every project that focuses on community service
deserves to be acknowledged and publicized. Any
project, when deemed a valuable asset, tends to
receive support and sponsorship for its realization
and completion.
As an example, I would like to share my own experi‐
ence, as a member of the John Paul II Council No.
11334, with regard to our most recent community
project.
I began to realize that my private collection of Pol‐
ish literature and materials on a wide range of top‐
ics had expanded to a rather large volume which
took up much space in my home. Many other
Knights had indicated to me that they, too, had
amassed a large collection. Following discussions
with members of my Council and fellow parishion‐
ers on this topic, we agreed that the best solution
was to share our collections of books, publications
and multimedia resources with the Polish commu‐
nity at large. We, then, decided to establish a par‐
ish library.
Since the opening of our library on the church
premises, we continue to see much interest and a
steady increase in library membership. Many indi‐
viduals have also expressed their desire to contrib‐
ute in some way to this Knights of Columbus pro‐
ject with donations, new ideas and other initiatives.
Many have already contributed or have pledged to
contribute from their own personal collections. We
have also received financial support from many in‐
dividuals Knights, parishioners, and other parish
and community organizations.
The Library is administered by a Library Program
Committee, formed by Knights and parishioners,
with the aim to address and caterer to the needs of
(Continued on page 14)
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W

orthy Brothers,

What a great year ‐ 2011. Well
within the range of our expectations
for Pennies for Heaven. Congratulations and a
huge thank you to the 38% of the councils who
achieved this goal. We were very close to the
$33,000 mark. 4th highest year over all.
The bishops and our State Chaplain Father Henry
Rosenbaum are always very appreciative not only
for our monetary contributions but for our prayers
and personal support.
Don’t forget the MacDonald Award. This is pre‐
sented by the Past State Deputy and his wife to the
council which has the best project to raise money
for Pennies for Heaven. The project will be judged
on the type of project and involvement of the
membership; not necessarily on the total amount
of money. The deadline for entries is March 2,
2012. See Section O‐2, page 2 of the Grand Knights
Manual.
Unfortunately some cheques were late again this
year and will have to be included
in the 2012 ledger. And as we em‐
phasize in our Beat the Rush Drive
in December, the end of the fiscal
year, please get those envelopes
out early in the month to avoid the
Christmas postal delays. Particu‐
larly when they are mailed to my‐
self and then forwarded to the State Office in Red
Deer.
Thanks for supporting the program.
All the best in 2012
Daniel Schmitz, State Pennies for Heaven Chairman
Please make all Cheques payable to K of C State
Council, re: Pennies for Heaven at #4, 5579 – 47
St., Red Deer, AB. T4N 1S1.
Page 11

From the State Communications & PR Director
By Michael Anctil

H

ello again Brother Knights,

•

I was privileged to attend the District
Deputies Mid Year Meeting in Sherwood Park. It is a
great opportunity to work with the State Board,
State Directors and the District Deputies. We had a
wonderful tribute to our Worthy Immediate Past
State Deputy Neil Gannon and his wife Cecile.
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR NEWSLETTERS and/or
WEBSITE:
•

•

•

•

•

Councils are encouraged to get their news‐
letters into State office by the end of Febru‐
ary to be entered into the State newsletter
competition. A minimum of four newslet‐
ters must be submitted to qualify.
Councils that have websites need to send
me the link to their website, so that the
website can be entered into the State web‐
site competition. Please forward the web‐
site address as soon as possible, to manc‐
til@memlane.com or to Shauna at: stateof‐
fice@kofc.ab.ca
Please forward any photos or stories to me
or to the State office for possible inclusion
in State Affairs and/or our State Website.
Remember, communication is a two way
street. We want to hear from you with any
concerns, problems and/or ideas, which you
may have. Your ideas are very important.
Please contact any Brother Knight on the
State Communication Team, to answer any
questions that you may have or to help pub‐
licize your event. We are here to help.

•

STATE TECHNOLOGY OVERVIEW – Submitted by
Joseph Duenas – State Technology Chairman
•

•
•

Main Goal is to use the website as a primary
tool for communications and information
sharing.
Website is not yet fully utilized.
More information/content can be provided
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•

•

by various State Groups like Ceremonials,
Fourth Degree, Alberta Charitable Founda‐
tion, Insurance, Membership and Retention
etc.
What’s on it?
‐ State Council News.
‐ State Affairs Newsletter.
‐ Formation Program (current Columbian
Year).
‐ Forms (Scholarship Application/Insurance/
Expense).
‐ Photos (over 1000 pictures from past
events – posted by Bro. John Luk)
‐ Catholic Website Links
How can State and Councils use this tool?
‐ Announce and publicize your Council’s Up‐
coming Projects/Activities.
‐ Submit stories and photos.
‐ Campaign for Causes.
‐ Use of Forums – available on website. Dis‐
cussions on KofC Matters like protocols etc
…
‐ Share information that will be
useful for other councils and/or by the gen‐
eral membership.
‐ Major Degree
Ceremonial Schedules.
‐ Membership and Retention Materials.
HELP US HELP YOU ….
1. USE THE WEBSITE MORE OFTEN.
2. PROMOTE WEBSITE IN YOUR COUNCIL
MEETINGS.
3. LET US KNOW IF THERE ARE ANY ITEMS
THAT NEED TO BE ON THE WEBSITE.
4. www.kofc.ab.ca

A Special thank you to Brother Joseph Duenas for
his report. A very special thank you to Brother John
Luk for all his work at the mid year District Deputies
meeting. John took numerous pictures and ensured
all of the power point presentations were in work‐
ing order.
God Bless
Michael Anctil,
State Communication and PR Director
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 4, February 2012

(Continued from page 9, State Program Director)

From the State Vocations Chairman

If you do not enter, you can not win and we all lose.

By Ed Matheson

Thank you and good luck!
John Majowski,
State Program Director
(Continued from page 2 State Treasurer)

If you have monies that over two years old, please
send in your request(s) as soon as possible.
Pennies for Heaven cheques in the amount of
$6,510.79 were written at the end of December
2011 and are being distributed equally to the 6
Bishops in Alberta/NWT.
W. Charles Russell, State Treasurer

Important

Vocations
Important

Important
February 2012

W

orthy Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries
Vocations Chairman

R S V P for every $500 given to a Seminarian and re‐
ported to Supreme will get you $100 back to build up
for another Seminarian.

(Continued from page 4, Membership Program Coordinator)

others witness value in what we do and have a
positive perception of us; then they will join us.
When holding events, make sure the entire parish
is invited to attend. If you are running short of man‐
power at the Council level, invite your friends in the
pews or other family men to come and help, espe‐
cially with family or youth events. And then start
talking about the tangible benefits of membership.
Drop a hint or two and soon you will have them
asking about what you were referring to. While set‐
ting up tables and chairs for example drop the line,
“it’s too bad you weren’t a Knight so that you could
take advantage of our free accidental death bene‐
fit…” and then stop talking. A chair or two later he’ll
be asking “What free insurance?” and the door has
been opened to invite him to belong. Don’t miss
these opportunities.
Good luck Brothers!

Have you contacted the Seminary that serves you area
yet, if not why not? They like being contacted by the
Knights.
VOCATION WARENESS IN SCHOOLS is of utmost impor‐
tance for our CHILDREN.
Hope that you are proceeding through the stages in
having the students prepare a document for displaying
in their community and for YOU.
PENNIES FOR HEAVEN: Start collecting the pennies as
our Dioceses really appreciates the donations they re‐
ceive each December for helping to develop Priests,
Sisters and other persons who assist the Parishes with
post– education Catholics.
And as always. Thank you & LETS DO IT!
God Bless.
Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐6484 (H) 717‐2123 (C) 487‐9586 (F)
Email: edmath@telus.net

Dan O’Hara,
Membership Program Coordinator
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 4, February 2012
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(Continued from page 11, State Community Director)

Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule

both the adult and youth in our community.
One can already see the positive benefits that have
resulted from this undertaking. A much needed re‐
source has become a catalyst for more involvement
and interaction between the Knights and our com‐
munity.
The Knights, through their many programs and ac‐
tivities, motivate others to work together to the
benefit of our community and in so doing, attract
new members with our good works.

Date

Location

Feb 18, 2012 (North) Cold Lake
April 21, 2012
(North)

Grande Prairie

May 5, 2012
(North)

Edmonton

No matter what activities you undertake, do get
involved and do make a difference.
God bless!

Calendar of Events

Ryszard Kazek,
State Community Director

Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

Feb 25, 2012

Edmonton

Mar 3, 2012

Lloydminster

Mar 4, 2012

Lethbridge

Mar 24, 2012

Red Deer

Apr 14, 2012

Grande Prairie

Apr 21, 2012

Westlock

May 12, 2012

Calgary

May 26, 2012

Edmonton
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Annual State Council Meeting (Convention)
Sherwood Park April 27-29, 2012
2012 State Curling Bonspiel
Fort Saskatchewan, March 16-18, 2012
Fort Saskatchewan Council #6363
Chairman Bill Potvin
billpotvin@shaw.ca
2012 State Hockey Tournament
Grande Prairie, March 30, 31 & April 1, 2012
Peace Heart Council #6692
Chairman Gary Ewing
garyewing@gpcsd.ca
When applying for Athletic events, please use the
specific form. Forms can be found in the GK Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.
2012 State Golf Tournament
The State Golf Tournament is being hosted by
Brother Anthony Council # 10014. The event will
take place Saturday, August 25, 2012 at the Cardiff
Gold & Country Club in Mornville, following a banquet at the Holy Family Parish Hall in St. Albert.
To register please contact: Denis Halyk
(780) 953-9336
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 4, February 2012

Congratulations
Families of the Month
2011- 2012
November 2011
Alvin & Carey Volk
Vincent & Vivien Melifonwu

Edmonton Council #1184
Father Bonner Council #7599

December 2011
Leo & Joan Connolly
Kevin & Christina Dick
Antony Kurisinkal
Daniel & Micheline Jacob

Edmonton Council #1184
Paddy Nolan Council #6994
Father Bonner Council #7599
Airdrie Council #8045

Winners of the Standing Holy Family Statue

November 2011
Alvin & Carey Volk

Edmonton Council #1184

December 2011
Kevin & Christina Dick

Paddy Nolan Council #6994

State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 4, February 2012
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca

June 2012

Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“ Meeting of the Chaplains of the
Southern part of the province will take
place on
Friday, July 6, 2012”

“As we begin our 2012-2013 Columbian
Year, let’s look around our Parish
community and reach out to one or two
Catholic Gentlemen and invite them to
join our Order!”
Gary H. Johnson

B

rother Knights,

Thanks to all of you who attended our recent
State Convention in Sherwood Park!
It was a great weekend for all!
I want to say a sincere “Thank You” to our Con‐
vention Chairman Marvin Sigfuson, his wife Susan
and the entire Convention Committee for their
hard work in organizing this Convention!
And, a sincere “Thank You” to my wife Cheryl for
hosting the Ladies’ Luncheon!
I would also like to say a special “Thank You” to
the voting delegates for the confidence that you
showed in me by re‐electing me as your State
Deputy for a second term. I am extremely hon‐
oured!
And, our entire State Board was extremely
pleased that Father Henry Rosenbaum has
agreed to serve our Alberta/NWT Jurisdiction as
our State Chaplain for the 2012‐2013 Columbian
Year! By the way, this will be Father Henry’s 11th
Year as our State Chaplain!

(Continued on page 9)

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

D

ear Brother Knights,

The State Convention is over and we are looking
forward to work with new enthusiasm for the
Lord in our respective vocations. One occasion
was different than usual as we had a meeting of
Council Chaplains on Friday morning before the
Convention. Although only half of those who had
promised did actually appear bit I think it was a
small but good beginning.
The meeting of the Chaplains of the southern part
of the province will take place on Friday, July 6th,
before the District Deputy meeting in Calgary. Af‐
ter the introductions and welcome, Supreme Di‐
rector S.K. Mickey Casavant gave a short history
and the aims of the Knights of Columbus. I myself
proposed a few thoughts for the Chaplains espe‐
cially with the Year of Faith in remembrance of
Vatican II and the new Edition of the Roman Cate‐
chism. This was followed by a discussion and an
exchange of experiences in the different Councils.
They all felt this experience helpful. Bishop David
Motiuk joined us for a while and gave us some
words of encouragement. The meeting ended
with a lunch.

(Continued on page 10)

From the Supreme Director

From the State Secretary

By Mickey Casavant, PSD

By William Smith

D

ear Brother Knights,

The weekend of April 27‐29 was an
opportunity for the Jurisdiction to
gather and celebrate a year of accomplishments.
In doing so it we recognized Councils who have
demonstrated enthusiasm to fulfill some of the
needs not only for the membership at large but in
the parishes and community. It was also an op‐
portunity to recognize individuals who showed
outstanding motivation and leadership skills. Con‐
gratulations to all Councils and leaders who have
had such a good year.
I congratulate State Deputy Gary Johnson, the
State Board Officers and all Directors and Chair‐
men who gave so much of your time for your
dedication as leaders of this Jurisdiction. Your
commitment to helping realize the many accom‐
plishments is very much in following with Father
Michael J. McGivney’s vision of living the Princi‐
ples of Charity, Unity and Fraternity.
A special “thank‐you” to the staff at the Office, in
Red Deer, for your hard work throughout the
year, the Convention Committee members and to
all the Brother Knights and families for making the
2011‐2012 Columbian year a successful and en‐
joyable year.
It was a pleasure and honor for Astrid and me to
represent Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson, at the
Convention. We wish everyone continue success.
Vivat Jesus!
Mickey Casavant
Supreme Director

T

he 2012 Annual Convention is over. Thank
you for giving me a second year as State Secre‐
tary. I will provide the same service to Alberta/
NWT as I have over the past several years and
look forward to another year of meeting many of
you and your families at the various degrees, ban‐
quets, events and activities.
We have a few weeks left to this year and have
council elections before the end of June. It is im‐
perative that the Grand Knight ensures the list of
new officers is sent to Supreme immediately. Su‐
preme cannot send information if they don’t
know who the new slate of officers is and they
will continue to send it to the Past Grand Knight
until this information is forwarded. Also, the
State Office needs to know who the New Grand
Knight, Financial Secretary and Chaplain are for
the next year. A form should have been sent to
the Grand Knight requesting this information.
Note that the list you send to Supreme does not
get sent to the State Office and also that the Su‐
preme list does not have the Financial Secretary
on it as they are appointed by Supreme so are not
on the elected list.
Thank you to those members who are continuing
in office and welcome to those who have ac‐
cepted new positions. Councils must also prepare
for turnover of files, information, handbooks, etc.
to the new executives. The Grand Knights Manual
must be turned over to a new Grand Knight so he
can have the resources needed to complete the
responsibilities expected with his new position.
There are seminars coming up this summer,
mostly in July. All councils are to be represented
at the seminars without exception. There will be
a new format to the agenda and all councils are
all expected to be there. More information will
be sent on the agenda and it will include a section
for Financial Secretaries. It is important that all
financial Secretaries or those interested attend
(Continued on page 11)
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From the State Treasurer

From the State Advocate

By W. Charles Russell

By Ronald J. Schuster

T

he Annual State Convention has come and
gone and I am honoured and humbled in
that I will serve our jurisdiction as State Treasurer
for another Columbian year.
As we approach the summer months, remember
that we are Knights of Columbus members 12
months of the year. Your State Board has a num‐
ber of training seminars planned during June, July
and August that will enable you and your Councils
to get off to a great year.
Regional Seminars, Financial Secretaries on‐line
training, District Deputies Seminar are all being
held over the summer months. Please make an
effort to attend these workshops and that every
Council is represented.
I wish to remind Chapters, Districts and Councils
who host a Major (Second & Third) Degree that
they are responsible to collect the fee for each
candidate and submit the money to the State Of‐
fice in Red Deer.
The Grand Knights Manual, Section L‐1 page 5
stipulates the Regulations and Guidelines for Ma‐
jor Degree Initiations. The current charge by the
State Council for providing the Third Degree Team
is $25.00 per candidate with a minimum charge of
$750.00 and if a Second Degree Team is required,
an additional $300.00 will be charged. A charge of
$25.00 per candidate will be levied for the re‐
maining candidates over thirty (30) taking their
Third Degree.
Wishing you all a great Summer and a prosperous
new Columbian Year!
Vivat Jesus!
Charles Russell,
State Treasurer

W

orthy Brother Knights,

First of all, I wish to thank the membership
in having your confidence in me to represent you on
the State Board as your State Advocate. This is truly
an honor for me and I can assure you that I will do
my best to fulfill my duties.

In the last year there have been some very tense
and sensitive issues that as your State Advocate, I
had to address. Some of the issues have been re‐
solved for the better of the jurisdiction, while we
still need to address some issues that will take a lit‐
tle longer to conclude, but we will.
I wish to remind everyone that PLEASE send in your
change of Council Executives to the State Office
once you have concluded your elections (Which
should have been done by now) so that Shauna can
get everything into the new Membership Roster.
This has been a challenging year for new members.
We probably will not reach our goal as per capita
and it is not for the hard work that the Membership
Committee lead by Brady Cody who have worked
diligently and hard to attempt to reach our goal. WE
ALL HAVE TO STEP UP TO THE PLATE for the next
Columbian year which starts July 1, 2012 to achieve
our per capita goal for next year. PLEASE, PLEASE
lets all work together to accomplish this.
I would be remise if I did not thank all the past
Council Executives that now have passed on the
torch to the new Council Executives and District
Deputies past and present for all their hard work
and dedication they have shown the order.
Please ensure Worthy Grand Knights, that every
member of your Council has an opportunity to read
the State Affairs since it does not get sent to every‐
one. Every member can enter our Website to read
the State Affairs as well.
Wishing you all a very blessed and happy summer
and please drive carefully, should you be driving
with your family long distances.
God bless you and your family!
Ron Schuster,
State Advocate

State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 5, June 2012
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From the State Warden

From the Agency

By Vince R. Reyes

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

“Move Forward, Work Together”

N

W

hat we’re learning about Tax‐Free Sav‐
ings Accounts:

ow that Columbian Year 2011‐2012 draws
to a close, it will be prudent on our part to reflect
on the past, to focus on the present, to put every‐
thing into perspectives and to look with confi‐
dence to the future.

As Tax‐Free Savings Accounts (TFSAs) reach their
fourth year in 2012, many Canadians are begin‐
ning to see new ways to use these accounts to
protect and build income.

Specifically, last year, we have gained inroads in
our membership retention and recruitment, pro‐
grams and insurance. However, there’s much to
be desired. Frankly, it could have been better!
That said, more than ever, let us move forward,
work together and collaborate with others to
achieve our goals. As Father Michael J. Troy
would have said: “Believing the best is never over
but the best is yet to be, for the stalwart of heart
and faith in God, let’s be prayerful and look for‐
ward to an even greater future!”

•

Talking about Father Troy, his legacy lives on in
the Knights of Columbus. The newest Council in
the jurisdiction was named after him – the Father
Michael J. Troy Council No. 15290. Modesty aside,
being a Charter member and Chancellor of the
new Council, I was fortunate enough to chair our
Charter Night Celebration on March 24, 2012 at
St. Theresa’s Catholic Church hall, in Edmonton,
with the tremendous support and participation of
no less than 30 Councils, Grand Knights, District
Deputies and dignitaries. Once again, on behalf of
the 53 charter members, thank you for your
words of encouragement, acts of kindness and
donations. Feel confident that from our humble
beginnings, our wonderful and fond memories
will always be treasured in our
hearts and minds!
Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to ex‐
press my heartfelt thanks and gratitude
to all the delegates of the recently concluded
102nd Annual State Council Convention held in
Sherwood Park, Alberta for their unanimous vote
(Continued on page 12)
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By now, some TFSA basics are becoming familiar:

•

•

•

Any Canadian of age 18 or older can contrib‐
ute up to $5,000 per year into a qualified
TFSA.
Contributions to a TFSA are not tax deducti‐
ble, but earnings and withdrawals on the ac‐
count are also not taxed.
If you don’t contribute the full $5,000 in a
given year, the unused amount carries over to
future years.
If you withdraw money from a TFSA you may
replace it in a subsequent calendar year, in
addition to the $5,000 per year limit.

Canadians of age 18 or older began accruing
$5,000 of TFSA cap room per year in 2009. Not
everyone understands this yet. It means that after
the 2011 tax year, if you’ve never contributed to a
TFSA and you were at least 18 when TFSAs be‐
came available in 2009, you’ll be able to contrib‐
ute up to $20,000 to a TFSA in the 2012 tax year.
That’s an eye‐opening number. Perhaps it will
help more of us see the potential for using TFSAs
as a haven for money from many sources that can
grow safely and tax‐free—depending on the in‐
vestment you choose to receive your TFSA funds.
A good way to leverage the tax advantages of a
TFSA is by using it to contribute to a safe, guaran‐
teed‐return savings instrument such as a Knights
of Columbus annuity.
Here are some advantages to TFSAs that may not
have been clear when they first appeared:
Make the most of your RRSP tax savings. If your
(Continued on page 13)
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From the State Free Throw Chairman

From the State Program Director

By John Kelly

By John Majowski

T

his report concludes another successful
Knights of Columbus Free Throw Champion‐
ship program for the Alberta ‐ Northwest Territo‐
ries State, during 2011 – 2012. Many thanks to all
the organizers, teachers, parents, the youth par‐
ticipating and the various Free Throw Chairmen.
Forty ‐ nine Councils, twenty Districts and five re‐
gions participated in the various 2011 ‐ 2012 Free
Throw competitions. About 1800 young girls and
boys ages ten to fourteen in Alberta participated
in the Free Throw competition at the Council
level. The top three shooters from each Council
competition advanced to the District level and in
turn the top three shooters from the District com‐
petitions were eligible to compete at the Regional
events.
The Regions are organized into eight provincial
competition areas. To help reduce travel, some
districts also hosted regional/provincial events.
The top three shooters at the regional events
were invited to remain and compete at the pro‐
vincial level. Score sheets from the regional/
provincial competitions were sent to regional
chairpersons and to the provincial chairperson to
declare regional and provincial winners.
The Knights of Columbus Free Throw Champion‐
ship is open to all boys and girls (from private,
public & separate schools) in each community,
ages ten to fourteen. In the K of C Free Throw
Competitions, each contestant is allowed three
practice shots and then shoots twenty‐five con‐
secutive free throw attempts in each contest
(district, region & provincial levels, fifteen at the
Council level). Ties are settled by having the tied
contestants shoot successive rounds of five free
throws per competitor until a winner emerges.
* See Insert for remainder of article
John Kelly,
State Basketball Free Throw Chairman
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B

rother Knights,

"We are all Servants in Christ, and the very Heart
of the Knights of Columbus is our service to one
another."
During this fraternal year, the Alberta‐Northwest
Territories State Council was blessed with the
dedicated and talented contributions of many
Brothers who offered their services for the good
of the Order by participating in many service pro‐
grams and activities. To all those who did partici‐
pate in any way and especially those who submit‐
ted entries, I extend my personal thanks and the
gratitude of the entire State Council for all your
efforts – it is most certainly appreciated.
On Sunday, April 29, 2012 at the State Conven‐
tion, we recognized the winners and the runner‐
ups in the service categories of Church, Commu‐
nity, Council, Family, Youth and Pro‐Life as well as
for the best Council bulletins and Websites.
The winners of this year’s State Programs are
listed in package insert along
with the title of their submis‐
sion.
John Majowski,
State Program Director
tate Affairs is published by the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council. Material submitted
for
publication remains the property of the AlbertaNorthwest Territories State Council unless a
self-addressed, stamped envelope is provided.
Deadline for submissions is the 15th day of the
month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB T1B 1L9
E-Mail: manctil@memlane.com Telephone:
(403) 526-4058
State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca
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From the State Membership Director

From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Brad Cody

By Larry Ofner

H

ello Brother Knights.

We are at the end of the Columbian Year. It has
been overall a very good year. We have experi‐
enced many successes, some failures, but most
importantly much learning. Our membership has
increased this year. This was accomplished by the
hard work of many people. This includes many
Grand Knights and Financial Secretaries who
made the effort to find lost members and bring
them back into active roles within their Councils.
This effort is very much appreciated because of
these efforts we experienced fewer suspensions
than last year which results in overall growth for
our jurisdiction. Thank you one and all.
I want take this opportunity to thank all of the
2011‐2012 Alberta State Membership team for all
of their efforts in recruitment and retention. They
are Max Ciesielski, Morris Chaban, Ed Grantham,
Ronald Kucy, Tom Kennelly, David McMillan, Ed
Miller, and Willis Winter. I also want to Thank
Wally Streit and Paul Wiesenberger for all of their
efforts with New Council Development and
Roundtable Development. These men worked on
many parish campaigns, helped with degrees and
spent countless hours on the telephone helping
to make Councils successful in reaching their re‐
spective membership goals. I also want to thank
the State Board for their never ending confidence,
support and guidance in all membership matters.
As we complete our tasks for this year lets all
keep in mind that it all starts again on July 1. Let’s
make an effort to have plans in place for recruit‐
ment and retention for the new Columbian Year. I
suggest that there is never a bad time or place to
recruit. This means you might just find a new
member at the church picnic in July or at a com‐
munity ball tournament. Members we have re‐
cruited and initiated in July are members we
don’t need to seek out later in the year. Let’s
make a concerted effort to work on membership
matters twelve months a year and remember our
Orders motto; “ONE MAMBER, PER MONTH, PER
COUNCIL”.
Page 6

P

resently we are trying to book as many
Councils as possible to hold the Marian prayer
hour with the “Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine.”
I am coordinating the booking from Red Deer
north. Brother Don Laurendeau, the State Name
Tag Chairman is coordinating the Marian Prayer
bookings in the south end of the province.
So far we have had over 25 Councils that held the
Marian Hour Prayer service, 9 more Councils have
booked the shrine and a number of Councils are
making arrangements in their Church. The Shrine
of “Our Lady of Guadalupe” will be with us next
Columbian year as well and we hope all Councils
will try to book a prayer service with the Shrine.
Book a date online or by phone and we will get
the Shrine to your District Deputy or your Council
directly.
Our Lady of Guadalupe has been directly respon‐
sible for many miracles across North and South
America and many who have prayed for her have
had their prayers answered. The Shrines that we
are circulating contain coil from around the
Shrine and fiber relics inside the framed picture.
The pictures have also been blessed by the pope. I
know that our Lady will bless you many times
over for Praying the Rosary for her as part of the
Prayer Service.
Faithfully submitted by:
Don Laurendeau
Larry Ofner
ofnerlp@hotmail.com donlaurendeau@shaw.ca
Thanks again to everyone for all you do and
please have a safe and wonderful summer.
Vivat Jesus!
Brad Cody
State Membership Director
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 5, June 2012

From the Mass Times Booklet Chairman

From the State Pro-Life Chair Couple

By Ed Matheson

By Patrice Roussel

Mass Times Booklet Project

W

JUNE 2012

orthy District Deputies
orthy Grand Knights
orthy Financial Secretaries

We are making a change in the way we provide
Mass Times to Hotels, Motels and Knights.
Pray that we may say LETS DO IT!!
Thank you and God Bless.

Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:
Date:
Number of Booklets Required:
Name of Person Ordering:

Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to: K of C Council 4530, 18415‐ 80 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8
Ed Matheson
State Mass Times Booklets Chairman
(780) 487‐6484 (H), 717‐2123 (C),
487‐9586 (F),
Email: edmath@telus.net

T

he State Convention just ended… You had to
be there… just ask anyone who went… For us;
Helene and I, that weekend was memorable, One
full page in the Western Catholic Reporter and
Brother Gary, our State Deputy and his wife pre‐
sented us with a beautiful momentum, a replica of a
statue of The Holy Family. Being a Pro‐life advocate
in our time is not easy when you live in a secular
world that too often embraces a culture of death. It
takes lots of prayers to continue and it takes a
strong heart to keep going. My personal motivation
is an angel that was born and past away a long time
ago. She gave me strength and keeps doing it so I
am still charged with so much energy. She keeps
teaching me that the love I have for her, my family
and everyone that touches me comes from the
Lord.

Why am I talking about this, well I feel that we pro‐
life advocates are only touching the surface of peo‐
ple’s heart, we know you hear us but yet most of
you are still afraid to join us and make a stand for
life. As I write these lines, we are preparing for
March for Life 2012, I dream that we expand to
many thousand people who care for the most vul‐
nerable of us, the unborn. There has been no war so
destructive than abortion in our Country. Last year
in Alberta more than 14,000 babies did not see the
natural day of there birth, they were kill by abor‐
tion… How many more before this holocaust comes
to an end?
Sunday May 6, John Paul II Council invited me to
speak to the parishioners of Holy Rosary Church af‐
ter mass, this was a first where the display was in‐
stalled and I address a group… I say a first but I have
been at other parishes before for just a few words
at the end of mass or have the display set up as a
silent presentation. Why I said a first, was that they
asked me to do a presentation to the parishioners
not just a short address, there goal was to reach out
and have more people to come to March for Life. Is
this not wonderful, some members in many Coun‐
cils are now doing steps to help the cause for life. It
will take a lot more people to join us before our
(Continued on page 9)
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2011-2012

102nd Annual State Convention

Filipino Choir singing at
Council #15290’s Charter date
celebration.

Congratulations to...

Council #7599 in Edmonton for
successfully distributing their
first Ultrasound Machine in the
area.
Picture shows Archbishop Richard Smith
blessing Ultrasound Machine with State Deputy Gary Johnson and Honor Guard.

Page 8

Father Michael J. Troy Council
#15290 celebrating their Charter
date on March 24, 2012.

Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can submit to the state office though
email at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg
format please. Please provide a brief
description of picture.
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 5, June 2012

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

Father Henry was also part of Two New Knights
of Columbus Initiatives in our Jurisdiction this
year:
Firstly, he organized Inaugural Council Chaplain
Meetings, the first of which was held in Sherwood
Park on April 27th and the second one will be held
on July 6th in Calgary!
Secondly, Father Henry delivered the Opening
Prayer at the Annual Alberta March for Life at
the Alberta Legislature on May 17th!
(Father Henry and his Chevy Impala have been up
and down the QE II Highway between Edmonton
and Calgary a lot lately!)
God Bless You Father Henry for all that you do
for our Alberta/NWT Jurisdiction!
An unfortunate fact of life is that again this past
year, we have lost over 200 Brother Knights in
Alberta/NWT, the same number that we lost the
year before!
That’s why we must heed our Supreme Knight
Carl Anderson’s continuing message to all of us to
encourage every Catholic Gentleman to join our
Order and share the benefits of how membership
enriches our lives as well as the lives of our fami‐
lies!
So, as we begin our 2012‐2013 Columbian Year,
let’s look around our Parish community and reach
out to one or two Catholic Gentlemen and invite
them to join our Order! We know what it has
done for us. Let’s share it!

To the new or returning Grand Knights, we sin‐
cerely thank each and every one of you as well as
your executive for serving your respective Coun‐
cils for 2012‐2013! Please do not hesitate to call
upon your District Deputy or myself if we can sup‐
port you in any way.
On behalf of my wife Cheryl and myself, we wish
you all an enjoyable and safe summer!
Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson
State Deputy

(Continued from page 7, Pro-Life Chair Couple)

politicians hear us, before they decide to make laws
that will define and protect the unborn. “Be not
afraid” said many times by Pope John Paul II, I add
to this that the truth will prevail only if we unite our
voices together, it is not too late to do so because if
one life is saved…
By the time you read this, March for life 2012 was
completed; thank you to all that attended. The oth‐
ers, WHERE ARE YOU? MEMBERS OF THE GREATEST
PRO‐LIFE ORGANIZATION, YES YOU CATHOLICS,
PEOPLE AND YOU MY BROTHER KNIGHTS? Give
Life a Chance!
Pro‐Life Chair Couple,
Patrice & Helene Roussel

To those of you who will be returning as a District
Deputy or who have been asked to serve as a Dis‐
trict Deputy for the first time for the 2012‐2013
Columbian Year, I look forward to seeing you on
July 7‐8, 2012 at our District Deputies Meeting &
Installation of Officers at the Coast Plaza Hotel in
Calgary as well as at the Regional Officer Semi‐
nars and Parish Membership Campaigns being
held throughout our Jurisdiction from July
through September.
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 5, June 2012
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From the State Church Director

From the Charitable Foundation

By Lou Normand

By Robert Kruchten, President of the ACF

B

rothers, this note will update you on the re‐
cent meeting of Chaplains on the Friday before
the recent State Convention.

Father Rosenbaum proposed the idea of a meet‐
ing of all Chaplains in the region; I had the oppor‐
tunity of working with him to put together this
very valuable initiative.
We had an excellent response with 22 Chaplains
in the northern region, especially in the Edmon‐
ton region, who confirmed their attendance; un‐
fortunately not all could attend. Bishop David Mo‐
tiuk of the Ukrainian Eparchy also attended.
Supreme Director Mickey Casavant made some
excellent comments of the value of the Chaplains
to the Knights; State Deputy Gary Johnson wel‐
comed the Chaplains to the meeting.
Father Rosenbaum will likely have more info on
this meeting, but it was clear that the Chaplains
are interested in stronger and better connection
with the Councils; so it is up to us, up to the
Grand Knights to take the initiative to meet with
the Chaplains to see how we can work more
closely with then for the benefit of the parish.
God Bless
Lou Normand
Church Director
(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

My special thanks to Lou Normand for organizing
the meeting. Gary Johnson and Mickey Casavant
to present their parts. May this meeting benefit
all Brothers and their families in time to come.
‘May Our Lady Queen of May bless you all.
Vivat Jesus!
Fr. Henry Rosenbaum, SAC
State Chaplain

B

rothers

Thank you to all the Brothers who attended the
2012 Convention and listened to the Charitable
Foundation 2011 reports. As your executive re‐
ported the Foundation had a successful 2011; it
continued to fulfill its mission to contribute to
charities on behalf of all the Knights in this prov‐
ince and to provide sustaining funds for its select
charities such as St. Mary’s University College in
Calgary and St. Joseph’s Seminary in Edmonton.
In this report I will address 3 topics:
1.Salute to the Clergy Golf Day, September 24.
Please support this golf day where the clergy is
saluted and all proceeds go to St. Joseph’s Semi‐
nary.
It is great if you can have a member of the clergy
on your foursome but it is not necessary. Also,
Knights can register individually and their spouses
are welcome to golf as well. An attached registra‐
tion form is enclosed with this newsletter.
2. The Charitable Foundation ;an Independent
Organization. Recently, I have been asked why
the Foundation is an independent organization
from the Knights and yet is a Knights organization.
Briefly, the answer is as follows:
In 1980 when the Charitable foundation
was established by Past State Deputies it was de‐
cided that it should be a separate body from the
State Board and be a society in Alberta under the
auspices of the Societies Act and be a charity un‐
der Revenue Canada regulations. At that time
there were 97 Councils in Alberta and now there
are over 170. Because the State Board members
were already preoccupied conducting state activi‐
ties the Past Grand Knights of the province
stepped forward to set up the Foundation to sup‐
port charities. The mission was and still is to pro‐
vide sustainable donations to selected charities
on behalf of all the Knights of the Alberta‐NWT
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10, Foundation President)

jurisdiction. Further, by establishing it as a sepa‐
rate body from the State Board or any Council the
Charitable Foundation is enabled to operate with
a Board of Directors at an arms length and with no
conflicts of interest.
The Charitable Foundation operation in
this modus operandi has been a success. In the
past 30 plus years it has provided a charitable arm
to the Knights, established and supported the
State Office and has given hundreds of thousands
to charitable causes.
Brothers, your spiritual and financial sup‐
port is greatly appreciated.
3. Tribute to David Phillips‐Foundation Treas‐
urer
Sadly, Dave is leaving the Board of the Charitable
Foundation. For 32 years Dave has worked dili‐
gently for the Foundation and the Knights. He has
been on the Foundation board since its inception
and he also served on the state board for 6 years.
Thanks to him, the foundation maintained bal‐
ance in its operations and stewardship. He is an
unsung hero. In many ways his quiet, astute de‐
meanour and well informed mind and knowledge
of tax laws, charity do’s and don’ts has keep the
many Directors over the years from falling on
their swords and thereby causing undue setbacks
for the Foundation. Dave you have provided wis‐
dom to our Foundation. Thank you Dave and Anne
for your support and good work for the Charitable
Foundation. All the Knights and Directors wish you
God’s blessing in the future.
Brothers, all the Foundation Directors, my wife
Eveline and I wish you and your loved ones a won‐
derful summer.

From the Financial Secretaries Chairman
By Ed Matheson

Financial Secretaries

W

orthy Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries

June 2012

For FS’s
At this time you should have a slate of Officers for the
2012‐201 Year. Program people should have docu‐
ments prepared to meet the requirements for a STAR
COUNCIL status. If you have not started yet DO IT
NOW AND SHOW YOUR COLORS FOR BEING AN EX‐
CELLENT COUNCIL.
Congratulations to all the newly elected OFFICERS.
Have a fantastic year.
Got yours done. NO, THEN CONTACT ME!
Accidental Death Insurance is effective for both
Knights and Wives with PAID UP Dues. Advise every
member that has not paid.
Thank you Brother FS’s and LETS DO IT!
Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐ 6484 (H), 717‐2123 (C),
487‐ 9586 (F)
Email: edmath@telus.net
(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

these meetings. The membership management
paper flow of information to councils maintained
by the Financial Secretary will cease as of July 1,
so the seminar will have a break off session to ex‐
plain and answer question. Representatives from
Supreme are being requested to be here to assist
the State Board with this part of the seminar.
Drive carefully. Thank you for your support.

Salut and God Bless.
Fraternally,
Bob Kruchten
Foundation President
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State Secretary
William Smith
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From the State Community Director

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Ryszard Kazek

D

ear Brother Knights,

During this past Columbian Year, the Knights truly did
share their time and talents in a vigorous program of
service in our communities. A Council’s Service
Program activities should be a source of pride for you
and your fellow Knights.
This year was an opportunity for me to see the many
good works undertaken and performed by our Coun‐
cils and members.
I would like to extend my appreciation and
congratulations on a job well done but I would also like
to remind you that the job is never finished. There is
always a need that can and should be addressed by
the Knights.

W

By Daniel Schmitz

hat a great time we had at the Conven‐
tion! The generosity of our Brothers was
overwhelming and looks like we are off and run‐
ning to another great year.
Some of you never received certificates for last
year. Shauna has found copies of receipts for you
and will get out a certificate. Sometimes we get
mix‐ups when there are several Councils in one
town. We would appreciate it if you could put
your Council numbers on your cheques.
Please ensure your incoming executives are
primed and prepped to continue on next year
with this worthy cause.

The summer is a great time to relax and spend time
with your family and friends. It is also a good time to
start planning community service program activities
for the new Fraternal Year.

Thanks again for supporting vocations.

Please get involved and do make a difference in
someone’s life!

Daniel Schmitz
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

On behalf of my wife, Bogusia and I, we wish all of you
a wonderful and safe summer!

Hope you all have a safe happy & great summer.
Vivat Jesus

Vivat Jesus!

Please send all donations to K of C State Council,
#4, 5579 – 47 St., Red Deer, AB. T4N 1S1.

Ryszard Kazek
State Community Director

(Continued from page 4, State Warden)

of confidence, for giving me the opportunity to
serve, once again, as the State Warden for Colum‐
bian Year 2012‐2013. With your continued sup‐
port and dedication to our Order, together, as
one, we are committed and will continue to assist
our families, priests, Church, Community and the
less fortunate.
Have a safe and enjoyable summer!
May God bless us all and our
families!
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
Page 12
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From the State Communications & PR Director
By Michael Anctil

H

ello again Brother Knights,

I’m pleased to report that there have been many
improvements with our Communications and Pub‐
lic Relations. I’m also aware that we have a lot of
work to do yet. Communications and Public Rela‐
tions is all of our responsibility. Do we always talk
highly of the Knights of Columbus with our fami‐
lies, friends and Brother Knights? Are we easily
drawn into complaining about what the Knights
don’t do or should do? How will others perceive
the Knights if we the members complain or talk
poorly of the Knights? A positive public perception
is crucial to our survival. Who wants to join an or‐
ganization where its own members can’t or won’t
speak in the highest regard about the many bene‐
fits of membership? If you have any concerns
please relay them to the State Board.

more forms placed on the website. If anyone has
any suggestions on the website please let me
know before our July meeting.
Our Worthy State Deputy Gary Johnson has asked
me to stay on another year as Chairman of your
Communications and Public Relations committee.
I have agreed to stay on as I feel there is still
much more to do. I’m also pleased that our State
Technology Chairman Joseph Duenas and Assis‐
tant Technology Chairman and Photographer
John Luk have agreed to stay on and continue to
benefit our committee. All our contact informa‐
tion is in the State Roster on Page 12.
God Bless,
Michael Anctil
Communications & PR Director
(Continued from page 4, General Agent)

tax‐deductible RRSP contributions create a
healthy tax return, contribute that return to your
TFSA. In effect, you’re using a tax break to fund
another tax break because TFSA earnings and
withdrawals aren’t taxed.

The 2012 State Convention held in Sherwood Park
was another successful event. Thank you to the
organizing committee. My wife tells me the Ladies
Program was also great. Thank you to John Luk
and Al Girard from your Communications team for
all the work they did at the Convention. I’ve been
attending most of the Conventions over the past
fifteen years and I feel that the Convention has
been rearranged to allow more time to socialize
but still get the business of running the Alberta/
NWT Knights done. The memorial mass for our
deceased Brothers is always the most emotional
segment of the Convention. The Marc Bouchard
Agency constantly does a terrific job of honouring
our Brother Knights. Thank you to our Worthy
State Deputy Gary Johnson for keeping the meet‐
ing moving forward and on time. Thank you to our
State Chaplain Henry Rosenbaum and our Su‐
preme Guest Mickey Casavant for their words of
encouragement and comfort.

Rollover RRIF funds. When you reach a manda‐
tory withdrawal age for an RRIF, you may have
the option to roll that withdrawal—after taxes are
withheld—directly into a TFSA, especially if both
accounts are with the same provider. If your TFSA
funds are in an annuity, you may have the option
of using it to generate a monthly payment for life.
No “clawbacks.” If you have federal benefits or
tax credits that are adjusted for income, TFSA
earnings and withdrawals don’t affect your eligi‐
bility.

Joseph Duenas, John Luk, Shauna LaGrange and I
will be meeting in Calgary on July 6th at the Dis‐
trict Deputy Meeting to go over the website and
move around some of the information so that it
will be easier to find. Shauna would like some

Marc Bouchard, CFP, CLU,
ChFC, General Agent Alberta
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Contact your Fraternal Benefit Advisor to learn
more about TFSAs and the options available to
you through the Order. You can also phone: 403‐
343‐2242 to find the name of
your local agent.
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From the State Family Director

From the State Vocations Chairman

By Terry Stychyshyn

By Ed Matheson

T

he family is the original cell of social life. It is the
natural society in which husband and wife are
called to give themselves in love and in the gift of life.
Authority, stability, and a life of relationships within
the family constitute the foundations for freedom,
security, and fraternity within society. The family is
the community in which from childhood one can learn
moral values, begin to honor God, and make good use
of freedom. Family life is an initiation into life in soci‐
ety.

Vocations
Important

Important
Important

The Knights of Columbus continue to provide the op‐
portunity for members and their families to grow their
relationships and give themselves to the community
fraternally within society, through their Family awards
program.

W

It is with great respect that we honor families every
month for their contributions to God, the Church and
the community in which they live. We congratulate
each and every family that participated by providing
the program with their achievements this year and
especially those who were chosen as monthly winners.

R S V P for every $500 given to a Seminarian and re‐
ported to Supreme will get you $100 back to build up
for another Seminarian.

I would like to thank the Grand Knights for forwarding
the names of their families and their contributions and
achievements within the environment of the church,
community and faith in God. We also ask that all
Brother Knights continue to support the families
within your Councils and encourage them to work in
union within your Councils enriching the Church, com‐
munity and Faith in God. This will definitely reflect and
evangelize society as a whole.
I would like to take this opportunity once again to con‐
gratulate the Family of the Year for 2012. Bro Dario
Juanillo and Family from Nazarino Council 12904 in
Edmonton, GK Vicente Gonzales who were honored at
the State Deputy’s Banquet at The State Convention
held in Sherwood Park AB. May God Bless them as
they continue to contribute in Charity and Love to
God, their own family, their Church and in their Com‐
munity.
May God Bless everyone with a great relaxing Sum‐
mer. Please continue with your submissions to the
Family Program throughout the summer. See you in
the Next Columbian year.
Terry Stychyshyn
Family Director
Page 14

June 2012

orthy Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries
Vocations Chairman

Have you contacted the Seminary that serves you area
yet, if not why not? They like being contacted by the
Knights.
VOCATION WARENESS IN SCHOOLS is of utmost im‐
portance for our CHILDREN.
This year we had four young girls in Grade five in the
Calgary area that had their work submitted to be
judged. Each one did fantastic work on their poster
that displayed a Vocation Dream and all were ac‐
cepted as First Prize Grade 5 Winners.
Congratulations Faith, Katherin, Olena and Tuscany for
a job WELL DONE. THANK YOU.
PENNIES FOR HEAVEN: Hope you are all collecting the
pennies that will help to develop Priests, Sisters and
other persons who assist the Parish with post‐
education Catholics.
And as always. Thank you & LETS DO IT!
God Bless.
Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐6484 (H) 717‐2123 (C) 487‐9586 (F)
Email: edmath@telus.net
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Congratulations
Families of the Month
2011- 2012

January 2012
David & Theresa McMullin

Edmonton Council #1184

February 2012
Alberto & Margaret D’Agostini
Arnold & Rose Lorenz
Norman & Yvette Hebert

Edmonton Council #1184
Father Bonner Council #7599
Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064

March 2012
Paul &Lucienne Forcier
Leo & Cassie Gau
Sionnain & Jacky McNally
Brian & Mary Miller

Edmonton Council #1184
Paddy Nolan Council #6994
Father Bonner Council #7599
St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

April 2012
Orville & Rosemary Sinnott
Joe Luis & Claudia Lopez-Gamboa

Edmonton Council #1184
St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

Winners of the Standing Holy Family Statue
January 2012
David & Theresa McMullin

Edmonton Council #1184

February 2012
Norman & Yvette Hebert

Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064

March 2012
Leo & Cassie Gau

Paddy Nolan Council #6994

April 2012
Joe Luis & Claudia Lopez-Gamboa

St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492
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CONDOLENCES
Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule
Our prayers to the family of Stephen MacKenzie
who passed away on May 8th, 2012.
Date

Location

Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

Sept 8, 2012

Edmonton

Sept 8, 2012

Calgary

Sept 29, 2012

Medicine Hat

Oct 27, 2012

Mallaig

Nov 3, 2012

Fort McMurray

Nov 10, 2012

Edmonton

Nov 17, 2012

Calgary

Jan 26, 2013

Drayton Valley

Feb 9, 2013

Edmonton

Feb 16, 2013

Wainwright

Feb 23, 2013

Calgary

Mar 3, 2013

Lethbridge

Mar 9, 2013

St. Albert

Mar 23, 2013

Red Deer

Apr 13, 2013

Grand Prairie

May 11, 2013

Peace River

May 18, 2013

Edmonton

May 25, 2013

Calgary
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Calendar of Events
2013 Annual State Convention
April 19th-21st
Coast Plaza Hotel & Conference Center-Calgary
Convention Chairman– Don Laurendeau
2012 State Curling Bonspiel
Fort Saskatchewan, March 16-18, 2012
Fort Saskatchewan Council #6363
Chairman Bill Potvin
billpotvin@shaw.ca
2012 State Hockey Tournament
St. Martha’s Council #9280
Co-Chairman: Fred Nowicki 403-320-9036
Co-Chairman: John McLellan 403-381-8995
When applying for Athletic events, please use the
specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.
2012 State Golf Tournament
The State Golf Tournament is being hosted by
Brother Anthony Council # 10014. The event will
take place Saturday, August 25, 2012 at the Cardiff
Gold & Country Club in Mornville, following a
banquet at the Holy Family Parish Hall in St. Albert.
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca

August 2012

Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“What is the New Evangelization!”

“Our Knights of Columbus Councils
must be alive and flourishing
twelve months a year!”

Gary H. Johnson

B

rother Knights,

Thanks to all of you who attended our 2012 State Con‐
vention in April in Calgary and more recently, the Dis‐
trict Deputies’ Meeting & Installation of Officers also
in Calgary as well as the Regional Officers’ Seminars
that have been held at different centres throughout
our Jurisdiction also during July.
At the State Deputy Meeting in New Haven in June,
our Supreme Knight Carl Anderson brought us some
powerful and inspiring words on being a member of
the Knights of Columbus. He really stressed the impor‐
tance of encouraging every Catholic gentleman to join
our Order and share the benefits of how membership
enriches our lives as well as the lives of our families.
For our 2012‐2013 Columbian Year our Supreme
Board has provided all of us with some invaluable
tools in the form of 12 month Organizers & Planners
for our State Board, our District Deputies, our Grand
Knights and our Financial Secretaries. We have been
unveiling these Organizers & Planners at the meetings
mentioned above and the responses to them have
been very encouraging!
One significant change in our Strategic Planning is that
because our parishes are alive and flourishing twelve
months a year, our Knights of Columbus Councils must
be alive and flourishing twelve months a year to meet
the needs of our parish communities as well as the
needs of our communities at large.
(Continued on page 6)

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

D

ear Brother Knights,

The Supreme Convention is over and the results are a
part of our task during the weeks to come. Cardinal
Bertone writes for Pope Benedict XVI; “His Holiness
prays that this year of spiritual and apostolic renewal
will inspire in the Knights our ever firmer resolve to
profess their baptismal faith in its fullness, celebrate it
more intensely in the Liturgy, and make it manifest
through the witness of their lives.” (Letter N.201.450.).
The CIS of the Knights has started a new series of
booklets “What is the New Evangelization” (400 7‐12).
Further stress was put on the Veneration of Our Lady
of Guadalupe through the Festival in Los Angeles be‐
fore the Convention. This should strengthen our piety
to our Lady as well.
The religious freedom question is very much pro‐
moted in the United States. We have a different task
to fulfill in our Canadian struggle to promote life. The
private member’s bill to define legally when human
life begins and therefore has to be legally protected.
Write your Member of Parliament that you would like
them to have a free vote and vote for protection of
the unborn.
Have a great beginning in Fall. God’s blessing.
Vivat Jesus!
Fr. Henry Rosenbaum SAC
State Chaplain

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By William Smith

By W. Charles Russell

T

he 2012‐2013 year began with a successful
DD Meeting in Calgary. It was followed by semi‐
nars in Red Deer, Calgary, Lethbridge, Edmonton
and St Paul. By the time you receive this State Af‐
fairs the final seminar in Fairview will have also
been completed. The State Board and several Di‐
rectors presented new directions for next year
using a new format, including a Financial Secretar‐
ies presentation with the help of consultants from
Supreme. The consultants were very well received
and the information was not lost on those who
attended. Any Financial Secretaries who did not
attend can review the presentation on‐line, but
unfortunately without the question and answer
availability on the consultants. The attendees also
received a Regional Seminar Handbook to be used
as a guideline for managing the Council activities.
Please share this with your Council Executive and
any Director who can use the information for pro‐
gram development and membership growth.
We have several 2nd and 3rd Degrees lined up in
early September. Please take advantage of getting
the First Degree members to these events. A little
encouragement is all they need. The fraternalism
of meeting members from other councils can de‐
velop long term friendships with the members
and families.
There are still a number of Councils who need to
send in forms to Supreme. While the due date
may have passed, the forms are still required, es‐
pecially the list of new Council Executive and Di‐
rectors. Please also send a second copy to the
Red Deer office. The semi‐annual audit reports for
June 30 are due by August 15.
Council minutes for Council monthly meetings
should be available for all members. Emailing
them a few days before the monthly meetings will
give the members ample time to review them be‐
fore the meeting, and adjustments can be made
before the meeting, saving time at the meeting by
reducing the time needed for review at the meet‐

B

y the time you receive this message, all the Re‐
gional Training Seminars will be completed. All were
well attended and I thank all the members who gave
up half a day to attend. We had a Supreme Guest at all
the meetings to inform and instruct our Financial Sec‐
retaries on the new Membership and Financial Pro‐
grams that are available on the Knights of Columbus
web site.
Thank you to all the Councils who have submitted the
required forms to Supreme and to the State Office.
They are as follows:
1. The Report of Officers Chosen (Form 185) due‐
July 01, 2012
2. The Alberta/NWT Roster names due July 15,
2012
3. Service Program Personnel Report (form 365)
due August 01, 2012
4. The semi – annual Council audit report (form
1295) due August 15, 2012
If your Council has not submitted any of these forms,
it is not too late. Please do it today. They are require‐
ments for Star Council award.
The Charities Appeal tickets will be coming to your
Councils shortly. As announced at the Regional Semi‐
nars, we have made a change for this year.
“WE ARE OFFERING TWO (2) VEHICLES THIS YEAR”
(We have added a truck to our regular vehicle).
The Early Bird draw will continue as well as the conso‐
lation prizes. More details will follow.

REMEMBER OUR THEME FOR THIS YEAR

1
“ONE NEW MEMBER PER COUNCIL PER MONTH”
Charles Russell
State Treasurer

(Continued on page 6)
Page 2
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Ronald J. Schuster

By Vince R. Reyes

orthy Brother Knights,

We are now into our second month of the new
Columbian year and I know that your District Dep‐
uty has been in contact with you in regard to the
new information on the Power of One.
Many of the Grand Knights and their Financial
Secretaries attended the Regional Seminars and
have obtained a lot of new important informa‐
tion.
As we move forward the new information we re‐
ceived will make our order stronger.
The State Board, Directors and District Deputies
are here to assist every Council when requested.
When we don’t hear from anyone we trust that
the Councils are moving forward in a positive and
productive manner. Please contact us if you re‐
quire support or assistance.
PLEASE encourage your Council to achieve their
goals for this Columbian year. Your District Dep‐
uty is the front line of assistance. Please call upon
him and he will help.
Remember “THE POWER OF ONE”
ONE MEMBER, PER MONTH FOR TWELVE
MONTHS. TOGETHER WE WILL ACHIEVE THIS
GOAL.
God bless you and your family,
Ron Schuster
State Advocate

A

“A Promising Columbian Year”
warm fraternal greeting to one and all!
Welcome to Columbian Year 2012‐2013!

First and foremost, I offer my heartfelt congratulations
and best wishes to all of you for a most productive,
successful and fun‐filled Columbian Year!
To put things into proper perspective, an installation
of the State Board and District Deputies, as well as the
District Deputy’s organizational meeting, were held in
Calgary in July. Shortly thereafter, Regional Leadership
Seminars were conducted across the province,
namely, Edmonton, St. Paul, Red Deer, Calgary,
Lethbridge and Fairview. Amazingly, the attendance of
this year’s seminars was significantly higher as com‐
pared to last year, which shows that we are all united
toward the attainment of our goals in the areas of
membership, programs and insurance. Based on your
feedback, we are confident that you have learned
some new things and most importantly, you have rein‐
forced your commitment to pursue excellence in the
performance of your duties and responsibilities as
leaders of our Order.
Moving forward, please ensure that the following re‐
ports are submitted right away:
Report of Council Officers (#185) due July 1st
Service Program Personnel Report (#365) due
August 1st
Semiannual Audit Report (#468) due August 15th
Report to the State Council: Names of Grand
Knight, Financial Secretary and Chaplain – with
their addresses, telephone/fax numbers, e‐mails,
wife’s name, dates, time and location of Council
meetings – for publication to the State Roster.
As a reminder, “Protocol is the rigid code setting forth
the degree of obedience, the order of precedence,
and the rules of official and social behavior. It covers
anything that has to do with proper seating, social
behavior, customs and regulations dealing with the
ceremonials and etiquette of the Order.” For further
details, please refer to the Protocol Handbook, Grand
Knight’s Manual, Regional Seminar Handbook or call
me at (780) 463‐3696 or e‐mail at: vincer‐
eyes@shaw.ca.
(Continued on page 10)
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From the Agency

From the State Program Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Dean Rombough

Shopping that all men should do!

B

y nature, most men do not like to shop. At the
risk of sounding chauvinistic, that inclination
seems more likely to drive our wives, daughters,
mothers or other females we know crazy. Sure, there
are exceptions. Maybe you enjoy trips to the hard‐
ware store for a tool to help on a home improvement
project. Maybe you’re a collector or you like to shop
for cars. Maybe you like to find the best deal on the
newest high‐tech gadget for your living room.
When you do decide it’s time to make a purchase, if
you’re like me, you want to get the best value for your
money. You want the best customer service possible.
Sometimes, this requires lots of research and plan‐
ning. But one of the most important purchases you
can make can be put into motion through a simple
meeting with your Fraternal Benefit Advisor, a brother
Knight.
The core product offered by the Knights of Columbus
is not glitzy. It’s not like a new car or a classic one. It’s
not like a laptop or a flat screen television. It’s not
something you can “show off” to your friends, but you
can brag about it. Life insurance is something that eve‐
ryone needs. If you have some life insurance, the odds
are great that you need more. If you don’t have any
coverage, you should stop to consider all the benefits
of a permanent or term life policy. Remember, it’s not
about you. It’s about your family.
When was the last time you shopped for life insur‐
ance? If the answer is “a long time ago” or “never,” it’s
time you speak with an advisor. Have you considered
your retirement and how you will afford to maintain
your current lifestyle? Our annuities can help. Is your
income protected in the event of a serious illness or
injury? Are you prepared to cover the expensive costs
of long‐term care should you or your spouse, need it?
The Knights of Columbus can help provide solutions to
these common situations, too. Please schedule an ap‐
pointment with your advisor today.
For the name of your agent please call the Alberta/
NWT regional office at: 403‐343‐2242
or email: bouchardagencymail.kofc.org

B

rother Knights,

I wish to congratulate all Brother Knights on their new
appointments, and thank the Brother Knights on ac‐
cepting their appointments once again. I look forward
to working with each and every Grand Knight and their
team. As you read this article it is already August and I
expect your Council’s Program Director has gathered
his team, and is preparing for a great Columbian Year
to unfold.
The Council Program Director and the Council Mem‐
bership Director should work hand in glove. Member‐
ship goals this year are one member per council per
month. With that in mind, EVERY PROGRAM REPRE‐
SENTS A MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT OPPORTUNITY.
Therefore, we should look to hosting activities within
the parish community that not only involve Brother
Knights and their families, but also other families
within the parish. As Worthy Grand Knights and Dis‐
trict Deputies who attended our State Planning meet‐
ings know, we commemorated Father McGivney’s
160th birthday on August 12, 2012. This was a perfect
venue to not only celebrate with Brother Knights and
their families, but the entire parish. Celebrations such
as these not only promote fraternalism within our Or‐
der, but they also promote the Knights of Columbus
parish wide.
Without programs we will not keep our Brother
Knights enthused, and they will not be interested in
attending meetings. The “Surge…with Service” Pro‐
gram Guide has been provided to Officers within the
Council. By following this program, and having a pas‐
sionate team involved, your Council’s path to Star
Council will be achievable.
Again I wish your Council success this Columbian Year.
Vivat Jesus!

Dean Rombough
State Program Director

Marc Bouchard, CFP, CLU,
ChFC, General Agent Alberta
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From the State Membership Director

From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Brad Cody

By Larry Ofner

“THE POWER OF ONE”
“ONE MEMBER PER COUNCIL PER
MONTH”

C

ongratulations to all of you who have accepted
new roles this Columbian Year. I am sure you will
all enjoy great success and rewards for your efforts.

Supreme has asked us to work 365 days a year, and to
have general meetings every month of the year. If you
schedule a meeting, you will be pleasantly surprised
that there are many members available and will at‐
tend meetings in July and August. Supreme’s rationale
is that our old practices are no longer working. Our
Order is experiencing many challenges with respect to
our overall membership, our charitable work and our
programs. We simply need to have better results.
Supreme asks each of us to embrace the idea of re‐
cruiting one member per council per month and to
follow the message in the “POWER OF ONE” video.
The “POWER OF ONE” video has been seen by most of
you who attended the Regional Seminars. Those of
you who have not seen the video, are urged to
download
it from
the Supreme website
(www.KofC.org) and show it at your Council meetings.
It is very inspiring and really explains what our Order is
all about. I know you will all want to emulate our
Founder and to follow his example of how the
“POWER OF ONE” can work in your Council.

W

hat is your council doing to promote prayer
and worship in your parish and council meetings?
Have you hosted the Marian Prayer Hour in your par‐
ish last Columbian Year? Will you host a Marian ser‐
vice this Columbian Year? Councils always set spiritual
objectives for each Columbian Year. Make the “Our
Lady of Guadalupe Image” a part of your spiritual
plans.
We will again be circulating the Image of “Our Lady of
Guadalupe” to councils holding the Marian Prayer
Hour Service. The image of Our Lady contains relics
from the original shrine site in Mexico where many
miracles have taken place. The images were also
blessed by his Holiness Pope Benedict XVI.
Last year we had 34 councils holding a Marian Prayer
Hour Service with the shrine. In July the shrine trav‐
elled with the “Silver Rose” to various councils across
southern Alberta. We hope that with the help of the
District Deputies and Grand Knights we can involve
even more councils this year. Please plan a Marian
Prayer Hour Service and call to arrange for Our Lady’s
shrine.
Many miracles have been attributed to Our Lady of
Guadalupe. On the internet you can find many of
these miraculous stories. Many prayers, cures and
healings have taken place through Mary’s interces‐
sion.

We are asking each of you to adopt the practice of
working all year and to especially have general meet‐
ings in each and every month of the year. This year
Supreme would like an Order wide picnic to recognize
our Founder Fr. Michael J. McGivney’s 160th birthday
on August 12, 2012. This picnic would also commemo‐
rate the 130th anniversary of our Order.

The Image is packaged in a carry case and has prayer
cards and prayer service booklets. Each council can
modify the prayer service to their liking. Even saying
the Rosary before the shrine will be a great act of
spirituality. I am sure that Mary will bless and repay
you and your families many times over for your devo‐
tion to her shrine. Please plan for a Marian Prayer
hour with the “Our Lady of Guadalupe “ shrine. Con‐
tact:

The planning and hosting of this picnic, which should
be open to the entire parish, will require an organiza‐
tion meeting and a wrap up meeting. These two
meetings would satisfy the July and August meeting
requirement. The picnic could include a barbeque
along with games and activities. The picnic, aside
from being a wonderful celebration, would also serve
as a great recruitment opportunity.

Larry Ofner (Central & Northern Alberta)
(780) 641‐3086 (H) or (780) 405‐1211 (C)
ofnerlp@hotmail.com
OR
Don Laurendeau (Southern Alberta)
(403) 274‐2377 (H) or (403) 808‐1466 (C)
donlaurendeau@shaw.ca

(Continued on page 10)
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State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 1, August 2012

Page 5

From the Mass Times Booklet Chairman
By Ed Matheson

Mass Times Booklet Project

W

AUGUST 2012

orthy District Deputies
Worthy Grand Knights
Worthy Financial Secretaries

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

We must give every parishioner a reason to join us and
if we are visible and active twelve months a year, they
will start joining us twelve months a year!
I do not want to steal the thunder from State Member‐
ship Director Brad Cody, State Programs Director Dean
Rombough, State Ceremonials Director Ferdie Mendita
nor State Communications Director Michael Anctil by
saying anymore here.

They will all be unveiling to you some very exciting ini‐
tiatives that I know will make you even prouder to be a
The project is not moving very fast, so please be Knight and that you will want to share those exciting
patient and we’ll try and get things moving.
initiatives with other Catholic men who will also be
proud to be an active member of the Knights of Co‐
Pray that we may say LET’S DO IT!!
lumbus!

Thank you and God Bless.

Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:
Date:
Number of Booklets Required:
Name of Person Ordering:

Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to:

K of C Council 4530
18415‐ 80 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8

Ed Matheson
State Mass Times Booklets Chairman
(780) 487‐6484 (H), (780) 717‐2123 (C),
(780) 487‐9586 (F),
Email: edmath@telus.net

Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson
State Deputy
Knights of Columbus
Alberta/NWT
(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

ing. By sending the minutes out a few days before
a meeting is also a reminder to the membership
of the next meeting. Put the date of the next
meeting and time as part of the heading of the
email. Remember, however, that not all members
have email and arrangements must be made for
these individuals to also receive the minutes.
This year’s State Scholarship winners have been
announced, and will be available on the State
Website. We thank all the applicants who applied,
and Councils who help these individuals. The
cheques are mailed to the Grand Knight, who we
ask to make a special presentation. Please send in
photos of the presentation so we can post them
on the website. This is an achievement that we
should celebrate and share with others.
Drive carefully,
Vivat Jesus!
William Smith
State Secretary
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Arrival of Silver Rose in
Lloydminster, hosted by

Regional Leadership Seminar in Calgary on July 14, 2012

This is the second year that Council 1732 have
participated in the Chili Cookoff in Medicine
Hat. Last year our Brother Knights won the
best decorated booth and this year they won
second place for the best chili. Congratula‐
tions Council 1732 for your achievements and
for show casing the Knights of Columbus.
(And some of you Brother Knights wonder
why we’re nicknamed the Gas City. Dah.)

Regional Leadership Seminar in
Fairview on August 18, 2012
Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can submit to the state office though
email at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a
jpeg format please. Please provide a
brief description of picture.
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From the State Church Director

From the Charitable Foundation

By Lou Normand

By Robert Kruchten, President of the ACF

CHARITY

B

rothers, as you know the first pillar of our
Order is charity.

This year I am asking all the Grand Knights to pro‐
pose to their Councils to take on one new charita‐
ble activity. Not raising money for charity, but giv‐
ing some of our time.
Examples could be:
Driving seniors to Mass on Sunday,
Visiting the sick and shut‐ins,
Delivering communion to the sick and shut‐ins,
Working at a soup kitchen,
Visiting the poor as in the Welcome Home pro‐
gram,
Volunteering for Habitat for Humanity,
Volunteering for St. Vincent de Paul,
Setting up a choir for Christmas to cheer up sen‐
iors,
Asking your Pastor or Chaplain what the greatest
need is in your Parish.
Try to do these activities with a number of
Brother Knights; this will develop good fraternal
ties.
I look forward to your reports on these new ac‐
tivities. I will report on them in this column and at
the next convention.
God Bless
Lou Normand
State Church Director

D

ear Brothers,

On behalf of the Directors of the Charitable Founda‐
tion I wish to congratulate and thank the State Deputy
Gary Johnson and the State Council Officers who re‐
assumed their respective offices for the 2012‐13 Co‐
lumbian year. Also, the same best wishes and con‐
gratulations are extended to the District Deputies.
The Alberta Knights of Columbus Charitable Founda‐
tion needs your help to make the FOUNDATION objec‐
tives known to the Knights.
The Foundation was established to provide sustain‐
able funding to its selected charities. This, it has done
for 30 years, albeit maybe not to the extent as hoped
or to the current need. However, I am proud of the
Foundation and I think all Alberta Knights are as well.
As Charitable Foundation it operates as an independ‐
ent arms length charity, yet it is an integral part of the
Knights of Columbus; every Knight in this jurisdiction is
a member of the Foundation and can rightfully say, “It
is my Foundation.” The Foundation is a non‐profit or‐
ganization.
A non‐profit organization exists so that the
world in which it operates can be a better place.
The ends of the organization are the reason
for its existence.
The ends of the Charitable Foundation are to provide
sustainable funding to selected charities. This it has
done for St Mary’s University College in Calgary and St.
Joseph’s Seminary in Edmonton. Over the years the
Foundation has given these institutions 100’s of thou‐
sands of dollars. Besides this, the Foundation gives
funds either directly or through flow thru ways for 60
to 70 charities each year.
Our current goal is to continue to give sustainable
funding to selected charities and to do this by increas‐
ing our capital fund to two million.
Please make the work and the existence of the Foun‐
dation known to your Council members.

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8, Foundation President)

From the State Vocations Chairman

In closing, *Salute to the Clergy Golf Day, Monday, Sep
24, 2012.* Registration forms are available on the K of
C Alberta website or by contacting me by email.
AND
Thanks to all for your support of the Charitable Foun‐
dation.

By Ed Matheson

Salut and God Bless.
Bob Kruchten
rkruchte@telus.net

Vocations
Important

W
Fr. Martin Carroll
From the Financial Secretaries Chairman
By Ed Matheson

Financial Secretaries

W

orthy Grand Knights
August 2012
Worthy Financial Secretaries

For FS’s
If you have not received your package of “Surge...with
Service 2012/2013”, then call Supreme number 1‐800‐
380‐9995 and enquire.
Your Grand Knight and Council Program Personnel are
counting on you to help them get all the materials that
they need to construct and operate the necessary Pro‐
grams. The material is to help the Council earn a Star
Council Status. Do your best for your Brother Knights.
Accidental Death Insurance is effective for both
Knights and Wives with PAID UP Dues. Advise every
member that has not paid.
Thank you Brother FS’s and LETS DO IT!
Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐ 6484 (H), (780) 717‐2123 (Cell),
(780) 487‐ 9586 (Fax)
Email: edmath@telus.net
State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 1, August 2012

Important

Important

August 2012

orthy Grand Knights
Worthy Financial Secretaries
Worthy Vocations Chairman

R S V P for every $500 given to a seminarian and re‐
ported to Supreme will get you $100 back to build up
for another seminarian. Also, there is a large number
of seminarians at St. Joseph’s Seminary and other
seminaries across Canada, and many need our help. So
continue with the fundraising program for your semi‐
narian(s) today.
EVERY COUNCIL IS URGED TO PARTICIPATE!
VOCATION AWARENESS IN SCHOOLS is of utmost im‐
portance for our CHILDREN. Your Vocation Chairman
or someone should have already contacted your
schools and be working with someone to help the chil‐
dren understand what it means to be a Priest, Sister,
Brother, Deacon or dedicated to a Religious Life in the
Church.
See Section O in the GK Manual and this year again
there is an emphasis to target the Grade 5 children. So
contact the schools in your Jurisdiction and help them
follow the procedures to have many Grade 5 children
participate.
PENNIES FOR HEAVEN: Please aim at getting your
cheque into State any time after June 2012 and before
December 2012 to meet our commitment to the Juris‐
diction Dioceses.
As always, thank you & JUST DO IT! God Bless.
Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐6484 (H) 717‐2123 (C) 487‐9586 (F)
Email: edmath@telus.net
Page 9

(Continued from page 5, State Membership Director)

You are urged to utilize your Recruitment/Retention
Committee to plan all your recruitment plans for the
entire year. Once you have a candidate get him initi‐
ated as soon as possible (within a month) and get him
active and involved immediately. Be open and posi‐
tive about his involvement in any activity.
Use your Retentions CommIttee to find and engage
your “lost” members. They all need to feel welcome
and important. Once members are involved and have
a sense of belonging, your retention problems will dis‐
appear.
By recruiting as few as one member each month we
are making our membership objective much more at‐
tainable. When we work at the objective one small
step at a time, each small accomplishment eventually
results in a fulfilled annual membership objective for
your Council. You are well on your way to “Star Coun‐
cil”.
Enjoy the remaining weeks of your summer, but
please do start the work of your Council as soon as
possible so that your Council will have the maximum
time to achieve all of your goals and objectives.
Vivat Jesus!
Brad Cody
State Membership Director

tate Affairs is published by the AlbertaNorthwestTerritories State Council. Material
submitted for publication remains the property
of the Alberta-Northwest Territories State
Council unless a self-addressed, stamped
envelope is provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB T1B 1L9
E-Mail: manctil@memlane.com Telephone:
(403) 526-4058
State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman
By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brothers

As your new Pennies for
Heaven Chairman, I would like
to thank Daniel Schmitz and
Barney Markowski for the
great job they did and the
great example for me to fol‐
low.
I am looking forward to meeting the new Grand
Knights and their Pennies for Heaven Chairman to
see how their successful fundraisers can be
shared with new Council and Assembly execu‐
tives.
In July, we collected $329.77 from the Calgary
Chapter meeting, District Deputy meeting and the
annual Grand Knights’ meeting. Donations from
Councils and private donation totalled $1,075.00.
I thank you for your generous support.
Please make your cheques payable to:
Alberta K of C State Council and send it to:
K of C State Council Office,
#4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, Alberta T4N 1S1.
THANK YOU for supporting Vocations!
Vivat Jesus!
Brian Strawford
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman
(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

In conclusion, Mahatma Gandhi once said: “I offer you
peace. I offer you love. I offer you friendship. I see
your beauty. I hear your need. I feel your feelings. My
wisdom flows from the Higher Source. I salute that
Source in you. Let us work together for unity and
love.”
My Brother Knights, thank you for your great works
for the sake of Columbianism!
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From the State Communications & PR Director
By Michael Anctil

H

ello Brother Knights,

Hopefully you’re having a great summer. There are
still lots of exciting activities happening in our Jurisdic‐
tion throughout the summer months. In July we’ve
had the DD’s meeting in Calgary. There have been five
regional meetings to date, Red Deer, Calgary,
Lethbridge, Edmonton and St. Paul. A very special
thank you to State Advocate Bill Smith and our State
Technology Chairman Joseph Duenas for presenting
the Communication and PR report in my absence.
These seminars and the DD’s meeting contain a
wealth of knowledge for all present but it needs to be
communicated to your Councils to be effective. Thank
you to Assistant State Technology Chairman John Luk
for looking after the Visual Communications at the
DD’s meeting.
There have been many additions to the State website
www.kofc.ab.ca over the last year thanks to Joseph
and John. If you haven’t visited the website lately
please check it out and visit it often as it is constantly
being upgraded. We are always looking for more items
for the website. The State website has four member‐
ship videos and the “Power of One” video which is a
must see for all Brother Knights. Spend some time and
view all the photos, and there are many Catholic links
on the left side of the page.
Some Brother Knights have asked to have the State
Roster on the website in the Members’ section. I’ve
had many other members say to me that they defi‐
nitely don’t want their personal information on the
website even in a secured area. We discussed this at
the DD’s meeting in July and we were urged to care‐
fully consider placing the Roster on the website. Su‐
preme Director Mickey Casavant and Supreme guest
Gary Noland both commented on the danger of plac‐
ing any personal information including Council’s web‐
sites on the State website. Supreme’s website is at‐
tached on a daily basis. There are about 1.8 million
active members and about 3 million total members’
personal information when you add the deceased
members on the Supreme website. We will not be
adding the State Roster to our website. All Councils
are encouraged to be very careful about what per‐
sonal information their website and newsletter con‐
tain if they are on the internet.
State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 1, August 2012

I’ve been talking the last year about an email address
system to make it easier to contact the State Board,
District Deputies and Grand Knights. Thank you to
Shauna for entering all the email addresses and when
Joseph works his magic the new email system will be
implemented. Thank you for your patience.
Please always portray the Knights of Columbus in the
highest regard when acting on behalf of the Knights.
How can we expect anyone to join our Order if we talk
poorly about ourselves? The best PR is by example so
when others hear us talking about our good works,
our support of our Priests and Bishops and the great
friendships we’ve made that may encourage them to
join us.
Thank you to the entire Communications team.
State Technology Chairman – Joseph Duenas
Photographer– Calgary / Central & Assistant Technol‐
ogy
Chairman– John Luk
Photographer– Edmonton/Northwest‐ James Daniel‐
son Photographer– Edmonton/North– Al Girard
Archives Chairman – Tony Lemay
Mass Time Booklet Chairman – Ed Matheson
God Bless
Michael Anctil
State Communication and PR Director

Medicine Hat K of C Councils 1732, 7325 & 9502 pur‐
chased this sign for the local ball park. The sign, 16’ x
8’ is very visible to all who attend the park. The three
Councils also share in the sponsorship cost for the
Medicine Hat Knights baseball team. The team plays in
the American Legion Baseball Assoc. and receives tre‐
mendous media coverage during the baseball season.
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CONDOLENCES
Our prayers to the family of Sir Knight Louis Roy,
a long time member of the Paddy Nolan Council
#6994 and the Father Naphin Assembly, Fourth
Degree.

Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule

Date

Location

Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

Sept 8, 2012

Edmonton

Sept 8, 2012

Calgary
Calendar of Events

Sept 29, 2012

Medicine Hat

Oct 27, 2012

Mallaig

Nov 3, 2012

Edmonton

Nov 10, 2012

Fort McMurray

Nov 17, 2012

Calgary

Jan 26, 2013

Drayton Valley

2013 Annual State Convention
April 19th-21st
Coast Plaza Hotel & Conference Center-Calgary
Convention Chairman– Don Laurendeau
2013 State Hockey Tournament
February 15, 16 & 17, 2013—Lethbridge
Hosted by St. Martha’s Council #9280
Co-Chairman: John McLellan 403-381-8995

Feb 16, 2013

Edmonton

Feb 16, 2013

Wainwright

Feb 23, 2013

Calgary

2013 State Curling Bonspiel
Hosted by St. Charles Council #8325, the State
Curling Bonspiel will be held March 1, 2 & 3,
2013 at the Lancaster Park Golf & Curling Club.
Co-Chairman George Pouliot—gpouliot@shaw.ca
or 780-475-6500

Mar 3, 2013

Lethbridge

2013 State Golf Tournament

Mar 9, 2013

St. Albert

Mar 23, 2013

Red Deer

When applying for Athletic events, please use the
specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.

Apr 13, 2013

Grand Prairie

May 11, 2013

Peace River

May 18, 2013

Edmonton

May 25, 2013

Calgary
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca

October 2012

Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“October is the month of
the Holy Rosary

“We encourage every Catholic gentleman
to join our Order and to share the
benefits of how membership enriches our
lives as well as the lives of our families!”
Gary H. Johnson

B

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

D

rother Knights,

As I mentioned in our last State Affairs, our Supreme
Knight Carl Anderson continues to stress that it is im‐
portant that we encourage every Catholic gentleman
to join our Order and to share the benefits of how
membership enriches our lives as well as the lives of
our families!
During the first three months of this Columbian Year,
our State Membership Team, under the leadership of
Brother Brad Cody, has been heeding Carl’s message
and has conducted some very successful membership
campaigns throughout our Jurisdiction.
Last month we also focused our membership efforts
on the N.W.T. Our newly appointed District Deputy for
District One, Gerry Woodlock, visited our Councils in
Hay River and Fort Smith and made plans to reactivate
their Councils.
Brother Gerry then met with Membership Director
Brad Cody, N.C.D. Director Wally Streit, District One
Financial Advisor Bill Lewchuk and myself in Yellow‐
knife where we conducted a successful Parish and
Council Membership Drive!
Brothers Gerry, Brad and I have also had the pleasure
of meeting with Bishop Murray Chatlain, a proud
Fourth Degree Knight who enthusiastically encouraged
us to help with the growth of his Knights of Columbus
Councils throughout the N.W.T.
(Continued on page 11)

ear Brother Knights,

The month of the Holy Rosary is again upon us and
invites us to pray our daily rosary more fervently.
Maybe if your family still comes together for an eve‐
ning meal, pray the rosary together afterwards, as we
used to do when we were children.
Since we are on the subject of prayer, please remem‐
ber the meetings of our chaplains and priest members
on October 25th & 26th in Calgary and Edmonton re‐
spectively with Fr. John Grace, the Director of Chap‐
laincy Services at Supreme.
On a sad note, the Motion 312 to declare legally when
a fetus becomes a human being ended. We know
when it is a conception, and I am always amazed when
politicians talk about the rights of women, but not the
rights of the child in the mother’s womb. On the edito‐
rial page (A12) of the Calgary Herald on September 28,
2012 there was an article by Susan Martinuk about
Jason Kenny, the Minister of Immigration and a Knight
of Columbus. His courageous stand was praised for
voting against the Prime Minister. So did Rona
Ambrose. They voted on principle. The author ends
with the words in which we should join, "Kudos for
Kenny and Ambrose for taking a stand that supports
life."
May God and our Holy Mother bless you and your
families. Vivat Jesus!
Fr. Henry Rosenbaum SAC
State Chaplain

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By William Smith

By W. Charles Russell

I

t is that time of year when the Councils start their
activities and events. Post the events in your local
Church or paper and include the community. Next
month for Remembrance Day, think of the widows of
deceased members. Phone them and ask them if they
need anything. Perhaps take them for coffee. If you
have a Council Memorial Mass, make sure they are
given the opportunity to be driven to the Mass.
There are schedules in Edmonton and Calgary for First
Degrees. Each Council should have a schedule so
neighbouring Councils know when you have one and
may bring a candidate. Please take advantage of this,
and even if you do not have a candidate, try to attend
as an observer. Schedule the Degree before your
meeting so the Council can participate. Let’s work to‐
gether on membership growth!
There are Councils that have outstanding reports with
Supreme. If your Council is suspended, it can affect
the insurance coverage for your members. Please
Grand Knights and Financial Secretaries, get these
cleaned up ASAP. Unpaid invoices from Supreme can
also result in suspension of the Council. Remember
bills from Supreme, State and Chapter do not require
a council motion to be paid as per our Constitution
laws and regulations. There are ongoing expenses. The
Semi‐Annual Audit Report for June 30 was due by Au‐
gust 15, and there are still Councils who have not com‐
pleted the report for Supreme.
Council minutes are a record of the events and activi‐
ties discussed by the Council. Please make sure a copy
of the minutes is available to every member. While
email is one method of communicating this to the
membership, not all members have email. Paper cop‐
ies should be available for those members. An agenda
is also a good idea, if not for all members, at least for
the Executive and key Directors. This gives them the
‘heads up’ to prepare for the meeting and lets them
know where on the agenda they are expected to make
a presentation.

H

appy Thanksgiving to all Brother Knights
and your Families.

October is Respect Life Month. Though the
Church’s stand on Life issues is unpopular in to‐
day’s society, we as Knights must stand steadfast
to our core values. How are we calling attention
to Life issues within our Councils, our Parish, our
Community and our Country?
The Charities Appeal tickets will be sent out start‐
ing by mid‐October. We apologize for the lateness
in getting the tickets out to you. We had to wait
for AGLC to issue a lottery number before we
could have the tickets printed.
Last year’s Council Charities Appeal money is now
available for distribution. Please send your forms
into the Red Deer office, attention “State Treas‐
urer”.
Funds cannot be assigned to building funds, Capi‐
tal expenditures, individuals or the individual
Councils or Columbus Clubs.
The “State Council Charities Appeal Assignment of
Funds” form can be found on our web site at
www.kofc.ab.ca or in the Grand Knight’s manual
in section Q‐1.
A reminder that the net proceeds from the raffle
assigned to the Councils in any year, MUST be as‐
signed to a registered charitable organization or a
qualified donee within a two‐year period. Unuti‐
lized funds will revert to the State Executive
Board.
Charles Russell
State Treasurer

Drive carefully.
Vivat Jesus
William Smith
State Secretary
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Ronald J. Schuster

By Vince R. Reyes

orthy Brother Knights,

I have something a little different in this article for
you and your families.
On writing this article the day after October 8, I
reflected on what I consider to be one of the best
holidays of the year. THANKSGIVING.
As I joined my family, I could not help but reflect
how lucky I am to have such a wonderful family
around me at this time of the year. To be thankful
for what I have as a husband, father and a grand‐
father. We sat around, enjoyed a great meal pre‐
pared by my lovely wife Kathy and my daughters
(my son‐in‐law cooked the turkey) and watched
the grandchildren play and have fun. We all
laughed, played a few jokes on each other, re‐
membered the past and looked forward to the
future. The meal was great (ate way too much)
and then everyone eventually left for their
homes. Now I am sure that there were many of
you that did exactly as I did on this wonderful day.

B

“Be Thankful”

y the time this particular issue of the State Af‐
fairs reaches you, Thanksgiving weekend is done
and over with. Together with our family and loved
ones, we enjoyed the delicious big bird, which was
cooked to perfection by my loving wife Ruby, ham, all
the traditional trimmings, desserts and much, much
more!
As an excuse, I suppose we are allowed to indulge,
once in a while, a special celebration such as this and
ultimately, gain a few pounds! That said, hurry, hurry,
now is the time to get back to the rusty treadmill or
elliptical!
Thanksgiving is “a time when the world gets to see just
how blessed and how workable the Christian system
is.” Thanksgiving gives us the opportunity to be thank‐
ful and express our appreciation and love to God and
one another. We might be facing trials and tribulations
at the moment but such is life! Be positive and count
your blessings! An act of kindness or good deed to‐
wards the less fortunate to celebrate Thanksgiving is
“icing on the cake”! Let us celebrate Thanksgiving all
year round!

I remembered our First Degree of Charity and
made a decision to work harder to help those in
need. Therefore, I ask all my Brother Knights,
PLEASE always remember those in need and al‐
ways reach out to those that ask.

Protocol is alive and well! At the last Edmonton Chap‐
ter meeting on October 3, as the State Warden, we
humbly reminded the State and Chapter executives,
Grand Knights, District Deputies and attendees that
“all should rise when the Hierarchy, Clergy, State Dep‐
uty and Honoured Guest get up to speak and should
rise again when they leave the podium to be seated”.
As far as we can remember, for one reason or an‐
other, at the Edmonton Chapter meetings, this time‐
honoured protocol, was being accorded only to the
Hierarchy and Clergy but not to the State Deputy or
Honoured Guest. But after this important reminder, lo
and behold, when our Worthy State Deputy Gary
Johnson and Worthy Supreme Director Mickey Casa‐
vant spoke, the attendees enthusiastically accorded
them the proper protocol required of their titles of
office! Way to go, Brother Knights! Keep up the good
work!

God bless you and your family,

May God bless us and our families!

When all was done I privately reflected on
THANKSGIVING and then I realized something. I
remembered the homeless, the lost souls, the
broken up families and those who have lost loved
ones over the years, and I said a prayer for them.
In my prayer, I asked God to give them strength,
love and to guide them in their journeys that they
may receive the help they need and the love from
our fellow man to help them in this journey.

Ron Schuster
State Advocate
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Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Warden
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From the State Membership Director

W

By Brad Cody

orthy Brothers

As I write this I notice that it is snowing outside
and the weather is turning from summer to win‐
ter. It seems like we have changed seasons over‐
night.
With that in mind, I want to remind you that it is
now October and we are about 1/3 of the way
through the Columbian Year. Each of your Coun‐
cils and Districts should have recruited about 1/3
of your assigned membership goal and have com‐
pleted the same percentage of your programs. If
you are like most of our Councils, you are late get‐
ting into the game and you will have some diffi‐
culty in completing your Council’s work on the
remaining eight (8) months.
It is for this reason that it is advisable to work
twelve (12) months a year. The tools that Su‐
preme has provided are there to help you and to
assist you in achieving your annual goals. One of
the best tools is to always work with the “POWER
OF ONE” in mind. This video (available on the Su‐
preme website) explains everything our Order is
about and why we should always be working to‐
ward fulfillment of our Order’s good work. The
marginalized, the hungry, the weak or orphaned
need help all year long. Their needs never sub‐
side.
That is a tall order, in that we need many mem‐
bers to do the work that these projects require.
We need an abundant labour force of members
to organize the project and to do the work. Many
hands make for a lighter load for each of us. We
need to recruit at every project and opportunity.
There is no such thing as a bad time or place to
find a prospective new member. This is simply
applying the motto “ONE MEMBER, PER COUN‐
CIL, PER MONTH”. When we utilize this tool, even
a large membership goal becomes quite manage‐
able. The tools Supreme has provided only work
when we accept them and apply them as often as
possible every month of the year.

Page 4

We also must make every effort to get to know
our members so we can place them on projects
that are of interest to each member. Remember
that we all joined for a reason, but not necessarily
the same reason. We must have many varied pro‐
jects to keep all of our members involved. In‐
volved members are happy and stay involved and
even bring in their friends as new members. This
makes our Councils alive and vibrant. In short, it
also vastly reduces the number of members that
we lose and need to remove from our rosters. It is
a real shame when we lose one of our Brothers.
Please make every effort to activate and involve
every member in your Council. Our Order is bet‐
ter off because of your efforts.
I and the membership team are here to help you.
Please call if there is anything that we are able to
help with, be it recruiting or retention. We will
not hesitate to help you.
All the best in your Council’s endeavours.
Vivat Jesus
Brady Cody
State Membership Director

“Many hands make for a lighter
load for each of us.”
Remember:

“ONE MEMBER,
PER COUNCIL,
PER MONTH”
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From the Agency

From the State Program Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Dean Rombough

DIFFERENT LIFE STAGES—CHANGING NEEDS

Y

ou may have a long‐range expense for
which you are saving, such as college for
your children. You may be concerned about a
comfortable, worry‐free retirement. You may
want to protect your ability to earn a living. You
may wonder if needing costly long‐term care will
erode your hard‐earned savings. You may want to
have something to leave for your wife, children or
grandchildren.
At some point you may have had all of these
needs on your mind. Over time, these thoughts
make way for others as your needs evolve, your
finances change and you get older. What is impor‐
tant to you at age 20, may not be at 30, or 45, or
65. What is the best way to be prepared for these
changes before they happen?
One of the easiest ways to be financially ready for
changes that come with different life stages is to
meet annually with your professional Knights of
Columbus agent, and address the needs that his
analysis uncovers. This can help you be ready to
face the financial challenges and issues on the
road ahead.
During that annual visit, he will take the time to
review your needs, goals and budget. He will up‐
date all beneficiaries on your policies and be sure
your coverage meets your current needs. He will
recommend, if needed, a program of life insur‐
ance, long‐term care, disability income insurance
and guaranteed retirement products (RRSP’s,
TFSA, RIF’s, etc.) that will help you rest easy at
night.
Whatever your needs, whatever your concerns,
whatever your stage in life, your Knights of Co‐
lumbus agent can help. Contact him today to
learn more.
For the name of your local agent, you can call the
AB/NWT regional office at 403‐343‐2242
or email: bouchardagencymail.kofc.org.
Marc Bouchard, CFP, CLU,
ChFC, General Agent Alberta
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B

rother Knights,

As I stated in the previous newsletter, without
programs we will not keep our Brother Knights
enthused, and they will not be interested in at‐
tending meetings. I have had the honour and
privilege of attending numerous meetings in vari‐
ous Councils throughout my tenure in the Knights
of Columbus. The most vibrant and active Coun‐
cils within our Order are Councils with strong and
interesting programs.
Think back to when a Brother Knight approached
and recruited you to the Order. This may have
been five days ago, or for some of you, fifty years
ago. Do you honestly believe you would have
joined the Knights if the Brother who recruited
you suggested that you sit in a meeting once or
twice a month and merely discuss where you
should dispense monies you have in your ac‐
counts? I think not.
I know most of you were enticed into the Knights
because of the various programs we offer. As
mentioned earlier EVERY PROGRAM REPRESENTS
A MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT OPPPORTUNITY.
There are many programs that should make
membership within the Knights of Columbus an
enjoyable and worthy experience. For a father
and husband to spend valuable time away from
his family, he must feel that this time is well spent
giving back to the Church and community.
The Grand Knight and Council Program Director
are therefore charged with ensuring vibrant and
worthwhile programs are initiated within their
Councils.
The various State Program Chairman would be
more than happy to assist Grand Knights and Pro‐
gram Directors with guidance in creating various
programs.
(Continued on page 10)
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B

From the Charitable Foundation

From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Robert Kruchten, President of the ACF

By Larry Ofner

rothers,

Greetings from your Foundation. I hope you all had a
wonderful summer. The Charitable Foundation had a
busy one. It had a Board of Directors meeting in July
and another one on September 15. Besides that, it has
been very busy with operational issues with the State
Council and the renewal of the rental contract for the
State Office.
In addition, it has sponsored and managed the “Salute
to the Clergy Golf” day on September 24, 2012. I’d like
to offer a special and big thank you to all the clergy
and brothers who participated in the Golf Day, and
also a ‘grand merci’ to the Councils who sponsored
their clergy and golfers. There were 72 golfers and 14
were members of the clergy. The day was a smashing
success. The weather was marvellous, and the pro‐
ceeds which should be in excess of $4,000.00 will go
to St. Joseph’s Seminary.
The Board of Directors has approved a letter from the
Foundation President to all Brother Knights in the
province of Alberta. The letter is asking each Knight to
consider making a charitable contribution to the Chari‐
table Foundation to help it with its work in providing
sustainable funding for its selected charities. Brothers,
when you receive this letter please give it considera‐
tion and promote the Foundation causes to your fel‐
low Knights and your local Council. Remember, the
Charitable Foundation gives to charities on behalf of
all the Knights in this Jurisdiction. Brothers, thank you
for reading this letter and your support for your Foun‐
dation.
Salut—God Bless
Bob Kruchten, Foundation President

C

ouncils are reminded to contact the Marian
Prayer Hour coordinators to book “Our Lady
of Guadalupe” icon. All Councils that hold a
Marian Prayer Service will be eligible to win an
icon of “Our Lady of Guadalupe” at the end of this
Columbian Year.
The icons contain some original soil from around
the shrine and have touched the jacket of Juan
Diego. The icons have all been blessed by His Holi‐
ness Pope Benedict XVI.
This is your chance to win the icon for your
Church. Please plan and book a Marian Prayer
Hour. Contact:
Larry Ofner (Central & Northern Alberta)
(H) 780‐641‐3086 or (C) 780‐405‐1211
ofnerlp@hotmail.com
OR
Don Laurendeau (Southern Alberta)
(H) 403‐274‐2377 or (C) 403‐808‐1466
donlaurendeau@shaw.ca
Vivat Jesus!

On left, Fr. Roger Rouleau,
St. Thomas More, Edmonton
Longest Putt on Clergy Golf Day
On left, Fr. Les Drewicki,
St. Mary’s , Red Deer
Longest Drive on Clergy Golf Day
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From the Mass Times Booklet Chairman

From the State Free Throw Chairman

By Ed Matheson

By John Kelly

B
Mass Times Booklet Project

W

October 2012

orthy District Deputies
Worthy Grand Knights
Worthy Financial Secretaries

Just to let you know that we’re slow, not stopped.
Pray that we may say LET’S DO IT!!
Thanks and God Bless.
Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:
Date:
Number of Booklets Required:
Name of Person Ordering:

Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to:

K of C Council 4530
18415‐ 80 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8

Ed Matheson
State Mass Times Booklets Chairman
(780) 487‐6484 (H), (780) 717‐2123 (C),
(780) 487‐9586 (Fax), Email: edmath@telus.net

ROTHERS

It’s time to take ACTION and start planning for the
2013 K of C Basketball Free Throw Program. It’s TIME
to communicate with your contacts (Principals, Sports
Program Coordinators, etc.) at the schools that are
eligible to participate in this wonderful Youth Pro‐
gram. The school secretaries and Central receptionists
can be very helpful and beneficial getting you to the
people responsible for this type of program in your
schools. It’s best to request and arrange for a face to
face meeting. Email and electronics communications
may be efficient and suitable to all ONCE Personal
Communications have succeeded in convincing ALL
School Representatives in your Council area (including
Separate, Public, Private, Traditional, etc. with boys
and girls 10 to 14 years of age) to consider becoming
involved.
Then it’ll be time to provide the package of informa‐
tion you will receive with your Free Throw Kit, avail‐
able FREE from Supreme, and ‘How’ and ‘When’ the
competitions should best be coordinated. If your
Council/District is considering hosting and coordinat‐
ing a Free Throw Competition, the Councils and/or
Districts should each immediately arrange for their
Free Throw Kit. (These can be obtained both in English
and French.) Submit on‐line by simply accessing the
official K of C website (www.kofc.org). Click on
‘Publications & Resources’, then ‘Forms’ and then
onto ‘Council’, then scroll down to ‘Free Throw Com‐
petition Kit’ or Form FT‐KIT. Filling in the form on‐line
and submitting directly to Supreme will result in re‐
ceiving your Kit in the shortest time period, otherwise
copy the form and mail directly. There is NO NEED TO
DELAY until you have a Council/District Free Throw
Coordinator.
Additional detailed information will be provided by
email, from myself, to all Grand Knights and District
Deputies who provided email addresses to the State
Office, otherwise please contact John Kelly by email
at: jj.kelly@shaw.ca or mail to J. Kelly, 38 – 118 Strath‐
cona Rd. S.W., Calgary, T3H 1P3, or telephone 403‐
274‐6728, or contact the State Office in Red Deer for
the 2013 Free Throw Council and/or District and Re‐
gional registration forms.
(Continued on page 12)
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On September 14, Paddy Nolan Council 6994 hosted
their 33rd annual “Sister’s Knight” to show their
appreciation to the Sisters for their dedication and
hard work. Some 40 Sisters from the Calgary Diocese
were in attendance, 10 of which were Jubilarians.
Each of the Sisters received a long stem rose.

The following photos were taken at Bishop
Henry’s Outdoor Mass and BBQ Fundraiser
at the Fr. Lacombe Care Centre on September
9, 2012

Bishop Henry with a happy parishioner.

Wally Streit, Vice-President of the Alberta Charitable
Foundation, presents a cheque for $20,000 to
Archbishop Richard Smith. The amount forms part
of the Foundation’s overall pledge of $100,000 to the
Cornerstone of Faith Campaign (St. Joseph’s
Seminary).

Fourth Degree Knights (From Left to Right) Brian
Strawford, Joe Kondracki, Jim Odell and Frank
Gerritsen

“Fear not, Mary, thou hast found
grace with the Lord; behold,
thou shalt conceive and bring
forth a son, Alleluia!”
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Hamburger Slinger Extraordinaire
Sir Knight Leo Bunz
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Fr. Doucet Assembly’s Sir Knight Mike Abday providing a little entertainment (?) at Bishop Henry’s
BBQ Fundraiser on September 9th at the Lacombe
Care Centre.

A place for peace and prayer at the Fr. Lacombe Centre

(From left to right) Alberta-North/NWT District Master
Clyde Flynn, Vice Supreme Master Mickey Casavant and
Alberta-North NWT District Marshall Patrice Roussel
after their FIRST Exemplification.

Executive after Installation of Officers for Bishop Lussier
Assembly 2352, Cold Lake-Bonnyville with new Faithful
Navigator Ken Harris, Friar Father Hamilcar Blanco and
District Marshall Patrice Roussel.

Pro-Life billboard erected by Fr. LeGouff Council 7193
and blessed by Fr. Hamilcar Blanco over the Thanksgiving weekend. (See Pro-Life Report by Patrice & Helene
Roussel on P. 12.)
Congratulations to Daniel Purcell for receiving a scholar‐
ship issued by State Council. Presenting the scholarship
cheque to Daniel is Grand Knight Frank Eldering, Council
8314.

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed
in a State Affairs publication can send it
to the State Office via email at:
stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg format
please. Please provide a brief description
of picture.
State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 2, October 2012
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From the Financial Secretaries Chairman

From the State Vocations Chairman

By Ed Matheson

By Ed Matheson

Financial Secretaries

W

October 2012
orthy Grand Knights
Worthy Financial Secretaries

For FS’s
If you have not received your package of “Surge...with
Service 2012/2013”, then call Supreme number 1‐800‐
380‐9995 and enquire.
Your Grand Knight and Council Program Personnel are
counting on you to help them get all the materials that
they need to construct and operate the necessary Pro‐
grams. The material is to help the Council earn a Star
Council Status. Do your best for your Brother Knights
and get the material from Supreme. You have the
tools.
Accidental Death Insurance is effective for both
Knights and wives with PAID UP Dues. Advise every
member that has not paid.
Thank you Brother FS’s and LET’S DO IT!
Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐6484 (H), (780) 717‐2123 (Cell),

(Continued from page 5, State Program Director)

The “Surge…with Service” Program Guide has
been provided to Officers within the Council. By
following this program, and having a passionate
team involved, your Council’s path to “Star Coun‐
cil” will be achievable.
I wish your Council success.
Vivat Jesus!
Dean Rombough
State Program Director
Knights of Columbus
Alberta/NWT
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Vocations
Important

W

Important

Important

October 2012

orthy Grand Knights
Worthy Financial Secretaries
Worthy Vocations Chairman

R S V P. For every $500 given to a seminarian and re‐
ported to Supreme will get you $100 back to build up
for another seminarian. As there is a large number of
seminarians at St. Joseph’s Seminary and other semi‐
naries across Canada, many need our help. So con‐
tinue the fundraising program for your seminarian(s)
as best you can and you will succeed.
EVERY COUNCIL IS URGED TO PARTICIPATE.
VOCATION AWARENESS IN SCHOOLS is of utmost im‐
portance for our CHILDREN. The Vocation Chairman or
someone should have already contacted your schools
and be working with someone to help the children
understand what it means to be a Priest, Sister,
Brother, Deacon or dedicated to a Religious Life in the
Church.
See Section O in the GK Manual and this year again
there is an emphasis to target the Grade 5 children. So
contact the schools in your Jurisdiction and help them
follow the procedures to have many Grade 5 children
participate.
PENNIES FOR HEAVEN: Please aim at getting your
cheque into State any time after June 2012 and before
December 2012 to meet our commitment to the Juris‐
diction Dioceses.
Thank you & JUST DO IT!
God Bless.
Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐6484 (H), (780) 717‐2123 (C),
(780) 487‐9586 (Fax), Email: edmath@telus.net
State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 2, October 2012

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

As proud members of the Knights, we should also be
looking around our own Parish community and identi‐
fying Catholic families who would benefit by member‐
ship in our Order. We know what it has done for us.
Let’s share it with others!

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman
By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brothers

I would like to thank my fellow Board members, our
State Program Directors and their team members for
their continued efforts on behalf of our Jurisdiction as
they have been working hard since the start of this
Columbian Year.

A belated Happy Thanksgiving
Day to all Brother Knights and
their families. We have much
to be thankful for living in this
great Canada!

I also want to say a sincere thank you to our District
Deputies, those returning and those coming on board
for the first time. Your efforts in supporting the Grand
Knights and their Councils are essential to ensuring
the continuing success and growth of our Jurisdiction.

Please let us share our good
time, talent and treasure. We
have raised $2,233.96 for this year. I trust every one
has set up their fundraisers for the Columbian Year,
and Pennies for Heaven is included.

URGENT! Please ensure that your Council Chaplain
and/or Parish Priests who are Knights attend either
the Council Chaplain’s Meeting in Calgary on Thurs‐
day, October 25th or in Edmonton on Friday, October
26th. For more information call: Brother Dan Barth in
Calgary at 403‐278‐4347 or Church Director Lou Nor‐
mand in Edmonton at 780‐434‐9640. My Brother
Knights, our State Chaplain Brother Henry worked
hard to facilitate bringing Father John Grace here from
New Haven so let’s ensure that our Chaplains are
there to meet him.

I thank all Councils, Assemblies and individuals for
their generous donations.

Sincerely wishing you all a great 2012‐2013 Columbian
Year!
Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson,
State Deputy
Knights of Columbus
Alberta/NWT
tate Affairs is published by the AlbertaNorthwestTerritories State Council. Material
submitted for publication remains the property
of the Alberta-Northwest Territories State
Council unless a self-addressed, stamped
envelope is provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB T1B 1L9
E-Mail: manctil@memlane.com
Telephone: (403) 526-4058
State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca

State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 2, October 2012

For donations, please make your cheques payable to:
Alberta K of C State Council and send it to:
K of C State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street
Red Deer, Alberta
T4N 1S1
Please call me if you have any questions, and remem‐
ber, keep our future priests in your prayers.
Vivat Jesus!
Brian Strawford
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman
REMEMBRANCE DAY—November 11
The Ode of Remembrance:
They went with songs to the battle, they were young.
Straight of limb, true of eyes, steady and aglow.
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted,
They fell with their faces to the foe.
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.

Lest we forget.
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From the State Communications & PR Director
By Michael Anctil

H

ello Brother Knights,
We recently initiated the new email address system
for the District Deputies and Grand Knights. As luck
would have it, our Website Service Provider changed
their email interface name from Squirrel Mail to
SQWebmail. This has created a problem to some
Brother Knights who have received the memorandum
from the State office regarding instructions on access‐
ing and activating their accounts using Squirrel Mail.
We apologize for any inconvenience.
Why the change? There is a tremendous amount of
work each year for our State Office staff to enter all
the email addresses for the GK’s and DD’s. As we try
to send more information through email we want to
simplify and control the information and get it out
faster and cheaper than using regular mail. We also
want to free up your personal email account.
This system will make it easier for Brother Knights to
send any DD or GK an email as you simply have to
know the District or Council number.
We’re encouraging the District Deputies and Grand
Knights to sign up for this new system. It’s not manda‐
tory but it would be very beneficial to our jurisdiction.
There is some learning and it may be awkward at first,
but it is a very workable webmail system that can be
checked on any computer.
Hopefully you will sign up for this webmail system and
check it daily for any information from our State
Board, State Office or any Brother Knight.
Our State Technology Chairman Joseph Duenas has
included this information with the new webmail
name. Please contact us with any questions that you
may have.
Thank you and God Bless.
Michael Anctil
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca

(NOTE: Instructions on accessing your new
K of C email account is an insert in this mail
out.)
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(Continued from page 7, State Free Throw Chairman)

The participation fee remains at $75 per Council for
the current year.
The State Office NOR myself provide the Free Throw
Kits. They are FREE ONLY from Supreme by mail,
phone or on‐line as previously described.
Let’s get the wheels in motion and have one of the
best year’s participation wise by COUNCILS, DISTRICTS
and FREE THROW COMPETITORS.
Brother John Kelly
Alberta/NWT State Basketball Free Throw Chairperson
From the State Church Director
By Lou Normand

B

CHAPLAINS….

rothers, this note is about getting our Chaplains
more involved with our Councils. This is really
important because many of our Brother Knights ex‐
pect to enrich their faith through the Knights, so hav‐
ing a Chaplain involved with the Council is very impor‐
tant.

One suggestion is to invite your chaplain/parish priest
to lunch with the Grand Knight and perhaps a member
of the executive; get to know him, his aspirations for
the parish, tell him about your Council and ask him
how the Knights can support his ministry.
Ask your Chaplain to make an appearance at your
meetings, even for only five to ten minutes and ask
him to make some comments either on the Formation
Programme or on other issues of our faith.
This October, Father John Grace, the Director of Chap‐
lain programs is coming to Alberta to make presenta‐
tions at luncheons in Calgary (October 25 at St Cecilia’s
Parish, 321 – 90 Avenue S.E.) and in Edmonton
(October 26 at Edmonton Council 1184 Hall, 11030St.
Albert Trail N.W. [actual location is south side of 111
Ave. at 127 St.]). Of course our State Chaplain, Father
Rosenbaum, will chair these meetings, but it would be
very valuable if you could discuss this event with your
Chaplain and other priests in your parish and invite
them to this event.
God Bless
Lou Normand
State Church Director
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From the State Family Director

From the State Pro-Life Chair Couple

By Terry Stychyshyn

By Patrice Roussel

T

he Columbian Year is well underway.
I would like to take this opportunity to re‐
introduce myself as the Family Director for this my
second term for this Columbian Year. Thank you to the
State Executive for putting their trust in me to provide
guidance to the local Councils in presenting their fami‐
lies in the current Family of the Month and Family of
the Year program. To the Grand Knights and their
Councils participating, thank you.

Grand Knights, please continue to submit your chosen
families by forwarding the Family of the Month form
for your chosen family as depicted in booklet #1993 to
your Program Directors and have them select families
from your Council who demonstrate the spirit of Love,
Faith and Charity within their own families and
throughout their community and their Church. Have
them submit these to me at the State Office for ac‐
knowledgement and further handling.
The Knights of Columbus through the charity of our
Founder Fr Michael McGivney was instituted in the
spirit of love for Family. We should continue to pro‐
mote Family Life and this spirit of love through this
program. Please see that your Councils do choose
these families on a monthly and annual basis so as
they may achieve important recognition from your
Council, from State and Supreme.
For the Councils not participating in this program con‐
sider
•

Participating in the Order’s “Family of the Month”
and Family of the Year” programs honouring Council
families who exemplify the values taught by our
Church and our Order.
• Provide additional recognition to your “Family of
the Month/Year” recipients in several ways: recognize
them by making announcements on your local Dioce‐
san radio and television stations, post their names in
your Church Bulletin or even place a sign on the Fam‐
ily’s lawn indicating to the community that they
achieved this honour.
Let’s work together and demonstrate that we can
have good and active Family Programs in our Councils
this Columbian Year.
Vivat Jesus
Terry Stychyshyn
Family Director
State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 2, October 2012

M

y Brother Knights, Bill 312 is now a thing of the
past; it was defeated two thirds to one. The
defeat was expected, but the result was better then
what I thought. Many Cabinet Ministers were suppor‐
tive of the motion out of their personal values not
their party lines. Some talk will still happen between
Pro‐Life MPs in Ottawa.
Where does it leave us with regards to the sanctity of
life? We as a Catholic organization have the responsi‐
bility to carry the torch. We need to lead the proces‐
sion of people that will speak for the unborn as well as
the voice of the elderly, the sick or the handicapped
that may be targeted by pro‐choice groups.
On October 2, I went to a meeting organized by the
Archdiocese of Edmonton on Pro‐Life. Most Reverend
Smith spoke about the importance of unity that we,
the Church, must have toward life, not just Catholics
but the whole of the churches. We have to leave out
some of our differences but unite in what we have in
common. Most of us want to protect life from concep‐
tion until natural death; well, most other churches are
in union with us. That is ecumenism in nature; let’s
work together.
Again, I ask my Brother Knights to join your closest
Pro‐Life partners in your area, support them finan‐
cially and in body, take action. Be visible as some were
during the first weekend of October with the Life‐
Chain. One of our Councils even organized their own
“March for Life” with the local parish and their priest.
That is a positive initiative each one of us should un‐
dertake!
My Council erected a new billboard which we had
blessed over the Thanksgiving weekend. (See photo on
P. 8) We had a gathering with a BBQ, and Fr. Hamilcar
Blanco blessed our billboard in the presence of mem‐
bers of the parish. These are small signs of our dedica‐
tion to life, visible signs. Every time we take a stand,
there will be lives saved; this is our calling from God.
Remember Brothers, we are a culture of life; with all
our voices we make a difference!
Just remember, be active, take a stand; you are not
alone. Do activities that are Pro‐Life and on May 7,
join us in our biggest “March for Life” in Alberta. Tell
your government that you care for life.
Pro‐Life Chair Couple
Patrice & Helene Roussel
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Congratulations
Families of the Month
2012- 2013
August 2012
Kent & Jovita Tobias– Fisher
Rolly & Fe Academia
Paul & Mary Kobasiuk

Edmonton Council #1184
Father Albert Newman Council #8470
Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064

September 2012
Ray & Cecile Ferguson
Michael & Tricia Doucette

Edmonton Council #1184
St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

October 2012
Pierre & Jolanta Vermette

Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064

Winners of the Standing Holy Family Statue
August 2012
Rolly & Fe Academia

Father Albert Newman Council #8470

September 2012
Michael & Tricia Doucette

St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492
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CONDOLENCES
We offer our sympathy and prayers to the family of Sir
Knight Ray Tremblay, a member of Our Lady of
Victory Council #6563, Red Deer.

Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule

Date

Location

November 17

Red Deer

Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

Oct 27, 2012

Mallaig

Nov 3, 2012

Edmonton
Calendar of Events

Nov 10, 2012

Fort McMurray

Nov 17, 2012

Calgary

Jan 26, 2013

Drayton Valley

Feb 16, 2013

Edmonton

Feb 16, 2013

Wainwright

Feb 23, 2013

Calgary

2013 Annual State Convention
April 19th-21st
Coast Plaza Hotel & Conference Center-Calgary
Convention Chairman– Don Laurendeau
2013 State Hockey Tournament
February 15, 16 & 17, 2013—Lethbridge
Hosted by St. Martha’s Council #9280
Co-Chairman: John McLellan 403-381-8995

Mar 3, 2013

Lethbridge

Mar 9, 2013

St. Albert

Mar 23, 2013

Red Deer

2013 State Curling Bonspiel
Hosted by St. Charles Council #8325, the State Curling Bonspiel will be held March 1, 2 & 3, 2013 at
the Lancaster Park Golf & Curling Club.
Co-Chairman George Pouliot—gpouliot@shaw.ca
or 780-475-6500

Apr 13, 2013

Grand Prairie

2013 State Golf Tournament

May 11, 2013

Peace River

May 18, 2013

Edmonton

When applying for Athletic events, please use the
specific form. Forms can be found in the GK Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.

May 25, 2013

Calgary
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October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary…..
The Rosary is the best method of honouring Mary.
The Rosary will bring great peace and holiness to your life.
Page 16
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca

December 2012

Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“And as we approach the Christmas season
and we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ,
it will be with great pride that we place our
“Keep Christ in Christmas” sign in front of
our home.”
Gary H. Johnson

W

ell, Brother Knights, it has been a year of
challenge that has brought us both happi‐
ness and sadness.

At harvest time we were blessed with bountiful
crops from our fields that not only provided us
sustenance but also a somewhat brighter future
for our farmers.
On the sad side, millions of people throughout
the world continue to face the agony of war, per‐
secution, poverty, illness, devastating fires, floods
and storms.
And so it was again with great pride and humility
that our Fourth Degree Honour Guard partici‐
pated in the Remembrance Day ceremonies in St.
Albert on November 11th. St. Albert is home to
many military personnel and their families, and it
certainly was evidenced by the huge turnout at
the ceremonies. As we bowed our heads in
prayer, honouring those Canadians who have
given their lives in several wars and peace keep‐
ing assignments throughout the world so that we
can continue to live in freedom, we truly gave
thanks to God for the many blessings He has be‐
stowed upon us. We also prayed for the families
and friends of those who have suffered the pain
and emptiness of having lost loved ones defend‐
ing our democracy.
(Continued on page 11)

“We are not necessarily called to heroic
acts but we are called in our every day life to
do the ordinary works extraordinarily well.”

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

D

ear Brother Knights,

We have started Advent and a new liturgical year,
a “Year of Faith”, as it was proclaimed by Pope
Benedict XVI. The Order’s Faith Programme fol‐
lows the four categories outlined by the Pope:
Faith Professed, Faith Celebrated, Faith Lived and
Faith Prayed.
There are materials out already by Supreme for
this purpose. We could also simply say: Study
(read) Scriptures and catechism, meditate (pray)
over it and act upon your new understanding in
actions, charity, unity and fraternity. It is really
important that we translate our faith knowledge
into missionary action.
May this “Year of Faith” be for all of you and your
families an awakening for a new life in Christ. We
are not necessarily called to heroic acts but we
are called in our every day life to do the ordinary
works extraordinarily well.
May our Patroness, Mary, lead us through the
time of Advent to a new birth in Christ.
Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year.
Vivat Jesus
Fr. Henry Rosenbaum SAC
State Chaplain

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By William Smith

By W. Charles Russell

T

he Christmas season is upon us. It is not a
time for seasonal greetings, but about the
birth of Christ. We must remember our faith and
KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS. There are many sea‐
sonal concerts, but they would not be an event
without Christmas. For the Christmas season is a
time to give thanks for the past year’s successes.
We have our health and our families to enjoy and
the many friends in the Knights of Columbus to
thank for the activities they have offered our
families.
The next year begins with the District Deputies’
Seminar in January. Please make sure you have
registered as you’re expected to attend. For the
Grand Knights, contact the District Deputy shortly
after the seminar and work with him on the ex‐
pectations for your District. The Grand Knights
should be preparing any resolutions they wish to
have presented at the Annual Meeting in April,
remembering that they must use the format re‐
quired for the Business Session. Examples are in
the previous year’s Session books.
There are a number of Councils that have not sent
in the required forms to Supreme and State that
are needed for communications and filing. There
are some Councils who have not sent in their Re‐
port of Officers Chosen (Form 185). It is difficult
to send information to a Council when we do not
have the names of the Grand Knight or Financial
Secretary, or if you have moved and the informa‐
tion has not been sent to the Red Deer State Of‐
fice. Please take care of this to ensure that regis‐
tration and information concerning the Annual
Convention, sports activities, etc. can be sent to
the Council for distribution.
Have a wonderful Christmas and may God bless
you and your families.
Drive carefully. Vivat Jesus

A

s we approach Christmas 2012, let us all pre‐
pare to greet our Saviour’s birth. Advent is a
time to stop, reflect and resolve to be a better
person in the coming year.
We are preparing next year’s budget and gather‐
ing all the paperwork required for our external
State Board audit, which begins in January.
Councils, start getting your financial affairs in or‐
der for your mid‐year audit that must be submit‐
ted by February 15, 2013.
Other reports that are due shortly:
1. Soccer Challenge Participation Report
4567, due Dec. 1, 2012.
2. Free Throw Championship Participation
Report FT‐1, due Jan. 31, 2013.
3. Substance Abuse Awareness Poster Contest
Form 4001, due Jan. 31, 2013.
4. Individual Fraternal Activity Report 1728A,
due by January 2013 Council meeting.
5. Council Annual Fraternal Activity Report
1728, due January 31, 2013.
The Charities Appeal tickets have been distrib‐
uted, and I ask each Council to return your sold
tickets and money on a monthly basis starting im‐
mediately. This enables the Charities Appeal Com‐
mittee not to be rushed at the last minute. The
Early Bird draw is on January 19, 2013. So, please
help us.
Councils should request their last year’s Charities
Appeal proceeds as soon as possible. Remember
you have two (2) years to claim your money or it
is transferred to the K of C Foundation.
Wishing you all a Happy, Joyful and Peaceful
Christmas and a Prosperous 2013.
Charles Russell
State Treasurer

William Smith
State Secretary
Page 2
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Ronald J. Schuster

By Vince R. Reyes

orthy Brother Knights,

RESOLUTIONS, RESOLUTIONS. Please have your
Council discuss any resolutions that they want to
bring forth to the State Convention. They must be
in by the end of January 2013. Any resolution af‐
ter that date will have to be brought up at the
Convention. I know that there are a number of
issues that Councils want to discuss, but if we
don’t hear from you we have the presumption
that everything is fine.
Our Membership Team led by Brother Brad Cody
is working very hard to assist you. Membership is
down. WHY?? Please give it your best effort to
make our Order the best it can be. We need new
members to move forward with new ideas, etc.
Please attempt to recruit that “1” member per
month for the year and you will meet your goals.
Please also remember that any member of the
State Board is there to assist you when ap‐
proached. You just have to ask.
On behalf of myself and my wife Kathy we would
like to take this opportunity to wish you and your
family a most Holy, Joyous Christmas and the best
New Year ever. As we approach Christmas and
the birth of the Christ Child we have that wonder‐
ful feeling of the love he brought to us and to our
families. We must not forget to pass this passion
onto others. Please keep the needy in your
prayers and help whenever possible. Keep our
Brother Knights, who have passed on to the per‐
petual light of our Lord in the last year, in your
prayers, along with their families.
God bless you and your families,

Ron Schuster
State Advocate

“JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON”
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world
but to save the world through him.” (John 3:16‐17)

T

o celebrate this joyous event and to show
appreciation and gratitude for what God did
for us, we remember His birth with hope and
love, by worshipping Him, sharing our time, talent
and treasure with our families and friends but
most especially with the poor and less fortunate,
healing and building reserved strength in relation‐
ship to others and spreading love and peace to
one and all!
This year, as in years past, in preparation of the
birth of baby Jesus, and which has become a tra‐
dition, my family will be joining countless Knights
of Columbus families, from different councils,
gathering in a jam‐packed school gymnasium and
picking up around 1,000 Christmas food hampers
for delivery to the needy and less fortunate in Ed‐
monton. Spearheaded by the Christmas Bureau of
the Catholic Social Services, this year’s Christmas
hamper delivery is on December 15 at St. Francis
of Assisi Elementary School, located at 6614‐ 129
Avenue, Edmonton. See you there! Join the fun!
As part of our Catholic faith, let us Keep Christ in
Christmas because Jesus is the Reason for the
Season! Rejoice!
In closing, on behalf of my lovely wife Ruby, our
children Stephanie and Richard, I wish you all
”Joyeux Noel,” “Mele Kalikimaka,” ”Buon Natale,”
“God Jul,” “Feliz Navidad,” “Merry Christmas,”
“Maligayang Pasko” and a prosperous, healthy
New Year!
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Warden
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From the State Membership Director

From the State Pro-Life Chair Couple

By Brad Cody

By Patrice Roussel

M

erry Christmas and Happy New Year
wishes to all of you and your families!

We are nearing the half way point in the Colum‐
bian year and have much work to do. That said, I
want to thank everyone for all of their efforts to
date and for similar efforts in the future. Your ef‐
forts are appreciated by all levels of our Order.
I urge you to download from the Supreme web‐
site, the vignette “POWER OF ONE” and show it at
your Council meetings and functions. In about
four minutes the vignette explains all we do and
why. This is a great recruitment and retention
tool.
I also urge you to begin every communication
originating from your desk to include the mantra
of ‘ONE MEMBER, PER COUNCIL, PER MONTH’. It
may take some time, but we must adopt this
mantra in each of our councils. Failing to actively
work on recruitment and retention will eventually
lead to our councils’ demise.
Vivat Jesus
Brad Cody, State Membership Director
and all of your State Membership Team

A

Pro‐Life Merry Christmas!

Already December, a few days before Christmas, when
we celebrate the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ. The
Holy Mother gave birth to the Son of God.
As we all know, Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and Mary was married after conception. Joseph, who
became the father of Jesus, could have had Mary
stoned to death because she was pregnant before
marriage. Yet he chose to follow the call of God and
marry the mother of the Lord. There was no abortion
then, but by
stoning women
to death, it also
meant killing the
child!
Joseph
chose to be
more than the
average
man
and with Mary
became leaders
in life. I like to think of them as the first pro‐life couple
that were way ahead of the 20th century pro‐lifers as
we know them today.
The Knights are followers of the first couple and we
ask all our members to pray the rosary to end abor‐
tion. We as Catholic gentlemen follow the teachings of
the Church; our teaching is to protect all life from con‐
ception to natural death. So during this Christmas sea‐
son reflect on the meaning of such a vow.
Our Supreme Knight asks that all Knights and their
families take part in a march or any other rally for life.
This request is in protest of the ruling of the Roe &
Wade case forty years ago; a sad history moment that
condemned millions of unborn since that day on Janu‐
ary 22, 1972. All Grand Knights have received a memo‐
randum from the Department of Fraternal Services
with regard to this request. You Brothers have to take
action on this request; it’s a question of life and death.
No one asks that you break any laws but just do what
is right in your conscience.
Can we imagine the end of abortion? If all people of
good will would work toward this goal, it could, no it is
possible. Just join all of us who are already doing
(Continued on page 7)
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From the Agency

From the State Program Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Dean Rombough

LTC Coverage in Canada Can Be Critical

T

he Canadian Medical Association sounded an
alarm in 2010 that Canada needs 2,500 new
long‐term care facilities in the next 21 years to cope
with the increasing shortage of beds for patients who
need full‐time assistance with basic daily require‐
ments. Even now, waiting lists for government‐run or
private LTC facilities in most provinces are getting
longer.

Private LTC insurance can help your family cope, and
keep a loved one at home as long as possible. It’s im‐
portant to learn about the different types of LTC cov‐
erage. Here are some key things to keep in mind:
•

•

•

Private LTC policies can cover facility care only, or
“comprehensive” care, which includes in‐home
care, assistance for modifying the insured person’s
home and purchasing certain equipment needed
for home‐based care.
Comprehensive coverage can also provide assis‐
tance for training home‐care givers, and for having
a qualified person give the care giver a needed
break from time to time.
A comprehensive policy also provides the above
benefits if the insured person is in a nursing home,
assisted living facility, or adult day care program.

With a private LTC policy, planning up‐front is critical.
You need to decide whether to choose a benefit that
pays an average amount per day of care—no matter
how long that care is needed—or a set number of
years that your policy will provide benefits. You also
need to choose an “elimination period,” which is the
number of days before your LTC policy’s benefits be‐
gin.
These need to be informed decisions. We can help you
sort through the different options, and weigh the
value of a private LTC policy, given your family’s finan‐
cial situation.
Contact your local Fraternal Benefit Advisor for more
information or contact the Alberta Regional Office at
403‐343‐2242 or bouchardagencymail@kofc.org for
the name of your advisor.
Marc Bouchard, CFP, CLU,
CHFC, General Agent Alberta
State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 3, December 2012

B

rother Knights,

The Christmas season is fast approaching and by the
time you are reading this message we will be into the
Advent season.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of my
brother Knights that have worked so diligently this
calendar year and the first half of the Columbian Year.
There are so many Knights and their families that do
great things on behalf of the Order and the Church
throughout the year.
We the Knights of Columbus have numerous programs
that continue on throughout the year without acco‐
lades or fanfare. We have programs that make peo‐
ple’s lives much easier. Programs such as the Wheel‐
chair Foundation that provides wheelchairs not only to
Third World countries but also to people within Can‐
ada that would otherwise not be able to afford a
wheelchair. We have programs such as Coats for Kids
that give countless children from less fortunate fami‐
lies a warm coat to wear on harsh nights in this unfor‐
giving country.
At this time of year when we are so worried about
ensuring that our families have all they need and
more, it feels very satisfying to belong to an organiza‐
tion that tries to ensure that many needy families will
be able to have a meal during this time of the year.
Councils throughout the jurisdiction help prepare
meals for the homeless, hampers for the less fortu‐
nate, and comfort and understanding to the shut‐ins
of our community.
At times like this it makes me very proud to be a mem‐
ber of the Knights of Columbus. Although I personally
have not met Father McGivney, I am sure he is looking
down at the Knights and their families and is feeling
immense pride in their day to day accomplishments as
well as ongoing programs such as Pro‐Life and Respect
for Life programs.
It is very satisfying to see my brother Knights and their
families honouring our Priests and Religious during
this time of year, and also throughout the remainder
of the year with programs such as Pennies for Heaven
and various programs to help promote vocations.
(Continued on page 11)
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From the Charitable Foundation

From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Robert Kruchten, President of the ACF

By Larry Ofner

D

PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE

ear Brothers in Christ:

Greetings from the Charitable Foundation Direc‐
tors. Your Foundation has had an interesting and
challenging year. Thanks to your support and that
of its directors, it is making progress as a charita‐
ble foundation that provides sustainable funding
to selected provincial charities.
Introducing Foundation Treasurer Phil Birch
A major change in the Foundation’s management
took place this summer with the resignation of its
long time treasurer Dave Phillips. I am happy to
announce that Phil Birch of Edmonton, Council
7070, has accepted the appointment as the Foun‐
dation’s Treasurer. He is very well qualified for
the position. For many years he was an account‐
ant for the provincial government. Phil is very ac‐
tive at St Theresa’s Parish in Edmonton. He works
with its RCIA program and is working hard to get
funding for the new Corpus Christi Parish. Phil has
two sons who are Knights. Welcome to the Foun‐
dation Phil!
Charity Appeal Letter
Last month I sent a letter, on behalf of the Chari‐
table Foundation, to all member Knights in the
province of Alberta. A big thank you to everyone
for reading the letter and giving it consideration
by way of prayers and thoughts. My sincerest ap‐
preciation to all the Knights who were able to as‐
sist the Foundation by giving a monetary dona‐
tion; there is still time to donate to the Founda‐
tion for the 2012 tax year.
The Charitable Foundation donates
to approved provincial charities on
behalf of all the Knights of the province.
It represents you and me Brother!

Joyeux Noël ‐ Merry Christmas from my wife, Ev‐
eline and me. May God Bless you and your loved
ones this Christmas and throughout the New Year
as we celebrate the birth of the Son of God.
Bob Kruchten, Foundation President

O Virgin of Guadalupe, Mother of the Americas,
grant to our homes the grace of loving
and respecting life in its beginnings,
with the same love with which
you conceived in your womb the life of the Son of God.
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Fair Love,
protect our families so that they may always be united
and bless the upbringing of our children.
Our hope, look upon us with pity,
teach is to go continually to Jesus, and if we fall
help us to rise again and return to Him
through the confession of our faults
and our sins in the Sacrament of penance,
which gives peace to the soul.
We beg you to grant us a great love
of all the holy Sacraments, which are, as it were,
the signs that your Son left us on earth.
Thus, Most Holy Mother,
with the peace of God in our consciences,
with our hearts free from evil and hatred,
we will be able to bring to all others true joy and peace,
which come to us from your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
who with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen. (Pope John Paul II)

On December 12, we celebrate the Feast Day of Our
Lady of Guadalupe, Patron Saint of the Americas and
Mexico. Mary's appearance to Juan Diego as one of his
people is a powerful reminder that Mary and the God
who sent her accept all peoples. In the context of the
sometimes rude and cruel treatment of the Indians by
the Spaniards, the apparition was a rebuke to the
Spaniards and an event of vast significance for Native
Americans. While a number of them had converted
before this incident, they now came in droves. Accord‐
ing to a contemporary chronicler, nine million Indians
became Catholic in a very short time. In these days
when we hear so much about God's preferential op‐
tion for the poor, Our Lady of Guadalupe cries out to
us that God's love for and identification with the poor
is an age‐old truth that stems from the Gospel itself.
(AmericanCatholic.org)

May you be blessed with peace,
joy and love this Christmas and
throughout the New Year.
Larry Ofner
(Central & Northern Alberta)
Don Laurendeau
(Southern Alberta)

(See more photos from the Clergy Golf Day on Page 8.)
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From the Mass Times Booklet Chairman

From the State Church Director

By Ed Matheson

By Lou Normand

Mass Times Booklet Project

W

December 2012

orthy District Deputies
Worthy Grand Knights
Worthy Financial Secretaries

Just to let you know that we’re not stopped, just a
lot of things to think about.
Pray that we may say LET’S DO IT!!

C

HAPLAINS’ MEETINGS

This is an update on the meetings in Calgary and Ed‐
monton with our chaplains. Father Grace from New
Haven was our main speaker. The takeaway for me is
that we have to get closer to our chaplains for most of
our councils. Grand Knights and other officers should
try to meet regularly with the chaplain, take him to
lunch, get to know him and his challenges and plans
for the parish, invite him to make a brief visit to the
council and ask him to evangelize, teach or explain the
faith to our council brothers. The council meeting is a
captive audience and they want to grow in their faith.

CHARITY AND FUND RAISING
Thanks and God Bless.
Ed Matheson
State Mass Times Booklet Chairman
(H) 780‐487‐6484
(Cell) 780‐717‐2123
(Fax) 780)‐487‐9586
Email: edmath@telus.net

At the beginning of this year, I proposed that all coun‐
cils should put greater focus on Charity, which is the
first pillar of our Order. Charity can also help in some
of our fund raising. I want to quote an e‐mail I re‐
ceived from Emile deMilliano, the Grand Knight of Fort
Saskatchewan #6363. It speaks for itself:
“Last year, we established a program at Council #6363
called ‘Knights Supporting Knights, Seniors and Wid‐
ows’. Here's a description I wrote up when I first pre‐
sented it to council:
Knights Supporting Knights, Seniors and Widows
Guidelines – Each project will be considered on its
own merit. This will include careful consideration towards member safety and liability, time required to
complete the project, number of members required,
and whether the project requires professional services
to complete the task. Projects like simple pruning, hauling away tree branches, shoveling snow or painting a
fence could be considered as potential projects.

(Continued from page 4, State Pro-Life Chair Couple)

something about this. You have little more than five
months to prepare your Councils to join us in the
“March for Life” on May 9, 2013. I can’t wait to see
you there! If you or your Council cannot make it, you
should make it a project to hold your own march, rally
or any other event with regards to life. The Knights
can make a difference together with their families!
Hélène and I wish you a very Merry Christmas!
Patrice Roussel
Pro‐life Alberta/NWT Knights of Columbus
State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 3, December 2012

Bulletin Description - Knights Supporting Knights,
Seniors and Widows - Need some help hauling away
some tree branches? Shoveling snow? Painting a
fence? Other tasks in the ‘job jar’? A new Knights of
Columbus project, this service is aimed at helping seniors and widows with immediate needs primarily related
to house and yard maintenance. For example, this may
include hauling tree branches, shoveling snow, or
painting a fence. Each project will be assessed individually to ensure we can complete it in a timely manner. In return, we welcome a donation (of your determination) be paid to the council to further our charitable
activities going forward. If this service interests you,
(Continued on page 12)
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More photos from the Clergy Golf Day of
September 24, 2012…….

First Degree Knight Rick McIvor and State Secretary Bill Smith
at the Exemplification at St. Patrick’s, Calgary on October 26,
2012. Congratulations Rick!

The Champs from Drumheller: (Left to Right) Fr. Mario
Basque, Wilf Hunter, Chuck Deal, and Rick Suntjens

Closest to the Pin: Ed Medynski of Lamont (left) receives award
from Keith Grieman.

A LEGACY OF SERVICE
Over the past 150 years
the Sisters have provided
health care, education,
social services compassion and spiritual guidance to residents of Alberta-NWT. In recognition
of their contribution, a
statue, commissioned by
Covenant Health, was
erected on the grounds of
the Alberta Legislature in
the fall of 2011. The
Knights of Columbus
contributed financially to
this
worthy
cause.
(Below) Lou Normand,
PGK Father Bonner
Council 7599, Gordon
Self Vice-Pres & Patrick
Dumelie Pres./CEO of
Covenant Health and
Dave Phillips, Past Treasurer of ACF at Covenant
Health in Edmonton.
Behind them is a quilt (15’
by 4’) depicting the Sisters at service.

In September 2012 Charitable Foundation President Bob Kruchten
and Brother Leo Bunz, PGK/FDD, presented Dr. Gerry Turcotte,
President of St. Mary’s University College-Calgary with a donation of $10,000. bringing the contribution to over $195,000. to St.
Mary’s. As well, a plaque, as seen, was unveiled inside the Fr.
Michael J. McGivney Hall, acknowledging the support of the
Knights.
Page 8
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The following are photos taken of the exemplification of six new
Sir Knights and the Degree Team at Holy Family Parish, Medicine
Hat on October 20, 2012. The day was a great success and included a ladies program, the installation of Officers and a banquet
with Vice Supreme Master Mickey Casavant delivering the keynote address.

(Below) The Degree Team at Holy Family Church in Medicine Hat.

(Below) The Patriot Award was presented to Bishop Carroll Assembly #1300 for re-naming McCoy High School “Monsignor
McCoy” High School. Present, and part of the endeavour, were
(from L to R) Supreme Director/Vice-Supreme Master Mickey
Casavant, Master Alberta/NWT District South Michael Drewniak,
Ted MacIntosh (accepting the Award), Andy Hamel, Fr. John
Maes and State Communications & PR DirectorMichael Anctil. It
should be noted that Faithful Navigator Sir Knight Wilf Ottenbreit
started the initiative but unfortunately did not survive to see its
completion.
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Above is a 2013 Lincoln MKZ AWD, one of two
vehicles to win in the 2012-2013 Charities Appeal Raffle.
Draw to take place on April 20, 2013 at the State Convention
in Calgary.
Below are Brothers Geno Mudry and Phil Birch of
St. Peter’s Council #7070 enthusiastically selling Charity
Appeal raffle tickets at the Southgate Shopping Centre in
Edmonton.

Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can send it to the State Office via
email at: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a
jpeg format please. Please provide a
brief description of picture.
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From the Financial Secretaries Chairman

From the State Vocations Chairman

By Ed Matheson

By Ed Matheson

Financial Secretaries

W

December 2012
orthy Grand Knights
Worthy Financial Secretaries

VOCATIONS

For FS’s
This is addressed to all the Financial Secretaries of
every Council in AB/NWT State. What’s important?
Well December is FS’s month to see that everyone
gets his 2013 Membership Card. It is a big job, making
sure all the membership records are up to date for
every member.
♦
♦
♦
♦

♦
♦

Prepare and send all the cards to the mem‐
bers who no longer pay dues.
Send all the cards to those who have already
paid for 2013.
Prepare a membership bill for all those who
will be paying their 2013 dues.
Enlist a couple of your friends to help with
envelopes, validate the cards, and to ensure
all addresses are up‐to‐date.
Proofread all the envelopes with the bills, stuff
them, stamp and seal. Now mail them.
Setup a receiving plan to proof all the
cheques, put the right membership in the
right envelope address, stamp and mail.

Simple, eh? Well, JUST DO IT!
Accidental Death Insurance is effective for both
Knights and wives with PAID UP Dues. Advise every
member that has not paid.
Thank you Brother FS’s and have fun doing a good job!
Ed Matheson

(H) 780‐487‐6484, (Cell) 780‐717‐2123,
(Fax) 780)‐487‐9586, Email: edmath@telus.net

Important

W

Important

Important

December 2012

orthy Grand Knights
Worthy Financial Secretaries
Worthy Vocations Chairman

R S V P. Every $500 given to a seminarian and re‐
ported to Supreme will get you $100 back to build up
for another seminarian. As there is a large number of
seminarians at St. Joseph’s Seminary and other semi‐
naries across Canada, many need our help. EVERY
COUNCIL IS URGED TO PARTICIPATE by selecting a
seminarian, completing the application on page 28 of
the Council Report Forms Booklet. (Include the cheque
and GO!)
VOCATION AWARENESS IN SCHOOLS is of utmost im‐
portance for our CHILDREN.
See Section O in the GK Manual and this year again
there is an emphasis to target the Grade 5 children. So
contact the schools in your Jurisdiction and help them
follow the procedures to have many Grade 5 children
participate.
PENNIES FOR HEAVEN: Please aim at getting your
cheque into State any time after June 2012 and before
December 2012 to meet our commitment to the Juris‐
diction Dioceses.
Thank you & JUST DO IT!
God Bless.
Ed Matheson

(H) 780‐487‐6484, (Cell) 780‐717‐2123,
(Fax) 780)‐487‐9586, Email: edmath@telus.net
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(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

Please remember that we still have 7 months re‐
maining in this Columbian Year and that “ONE
MEMBER PER COUNCIL PER MONTH” will allow
us to continue the good work that we do in our
parish communities, our communities at large
and throughout the world!
And as we approach the Christmas season and we
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, it will be with
great pride that we will again place our “Keep
Christ in Christmas” sign in front of our home.
Cheryl and I would like to wish you and your fami‐
lies a happy and holy Christmas and a healthy and
prosperous New Year in 2013!
Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson
State Deputy

(Continued from page 5, State Program Director)

Youth are not only the future of the Knights of Colum‐
bus, but of our society. Who better to help mold
young persons’ minds than members of the Knights?
With strong community programs, we can make a dif‐
ference with the youth within our parishes and com‐
munities.
As I have stated numerous times, EVERY PROGRAM
REPRESENTS A MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT OPPOR‐
TUNITY. With this in mind, I urge my brother Knights
to continue the great works they have been doing
throughout the past year and beyond.
On behalf of my wife Kate and my entire family, I want
to wish each one of my brother Knights and their fami‐
lies a very blessed and joyous Christmas.
Vivat Jesus
Dean Rombough
State Program Director
Knights of Columbus Alberta/NWT
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From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman
By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brother Knights,

I would like to thank all
those who donated their
time, talent and treasure to
this great Pennies for
Heaven enterprise.
If you need any assistance
in your Pennies for Heaven project, please call
me or email me.
Please make your cheques payable to:
Alberta K of C State Council and send it to:
K of C State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street
Red Deer, Alberta
T4N 1S1

Remember, KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS.
I wish all Brother Knights, their family and all
friends a blessed Christmas and a Happy New
Year.
Vivat Jesus!
Brian Stawford
State Pennies for Heaven

Chair‐

tate Affairs is published by the AlbertaNorthwestTerritories State Council. Material
submitted for publication remains the
property of the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Deadline for
submissions is the 15th day of the month prior to
publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB T1B 1L9
E-Mail: manctil@memlane.com
Telephone: (403) 526-4058
State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca

Page 11

From the State Communications & PR Director

From the State Coats for Kids Chairman

By Michael Anctil

By Julian Hnatiw

H

W

ello Brother Knights,

We are approaching Christmas and the half way point
in our Columbian Year. Hopefully you will have some
time to enjoy this wonderful time of year with your
family and friends. It’s also very beneficial for your
Council to plan a Christmas activity such as ‘Light Up
For Christ’. This is a great time to invite Brother
Knights who haven’t been active or involved recently
to a social and to let them know they are still impor‐
tant to us. They may be interested in becoming active
again but have been hesitant because they have been
away so long.
During the summer we introduced the new email ad‐
dress system for the Grand Knights and District Depu‐
ties. There are many reasons why we feel this new
system is beneficial to our Jurisdiction and to you.
1. Allows State and Supreme to deliver the vast
amounts of information to the GK’s and DD’s
as quick as possible.
2. Helps you succeed in your portfolio with
proper time dated material.
3. Allows DD’s to easily create their own email
contact list of the GK’s in their District.
4. Saves thousands of dollars on postage a year.
5. Saves hours of typing all the new executives’
personal email addresses every year.
6. Creates one mass email distribution list.
7. Frees up your personal email account.
8. Council members can easily contact their
Grand Knight.
9. Any Brother Knight can email a GK or DD by
simply knowing the Council number or Dis‐
trict number.
10. GK or DD have their own password for their
own account. You simply have to give your
password to your successor and then they
create their own password. Also when your
term is up you don’t constantly receive more
emails on your personal email account.
To date, the sign up for the new system has been
poor. We strongly encourage all GK’s and DD’s to sign
up as soon as possible. This will only work if we have
complete cooperation from everyone. We will be ex‐
(Continued on page 13)
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orthy Brother Knights,

You’re doing great! Year to date you have dis‐
tributed a sum of 29 boxes of coats which equals 348
coats! This is slightly ahead of last year.

This year we also need coats for Adult sizes S, M, L and
SL. I hope you can find funds to purchase these as
well.
As of this year, your Council can make direct DONA‐
TIONS to the Coats for Kids program. Please make
your donations/cheques payable to the “Alberta‐NWT
State Council” and make sure the cheque is earmarked
for Coats for Kids.
Keep those donations rolling in to:
Alberta‐NWT State Office
Coats for Kids
#4, 5579 – 47 Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Proud to be a supportive Council!
Vivat Jesus
Julian Hnatiw
State Coats for Kids Chairman
Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year
(Continued from page 7, State Church Director)

please contact Claude Campeau by calling 780-9989201 or by e-mail at cclaude1@telus.net.

“Lou, what we take on depends on # of active mem‐
bers available to do the task. Also, we do not have a
set $ amount for donations ... they give what they're
comfortable with (and in this group, most would not
allow us not to accept some form of payment). Each
year, we seem to be gaining projects ‐ all small in na‐
ture ‐ remove some branches, remove a tree, do some
snow shoveling, wash a few windows, etc but it has
gone over well ... just offering the services has gener‐
ated many positive comments from parishioners in
general.”

God Bless,
Lou Normand
Church Director
State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 3, December 2012

From the State Family Director
By Terry Stychyshyn

G

rand Knights please continue to forward the
“Family of the Month” form for your chosen
family of the month. The Knights of Columbus,
through the charity of our founder, Fr Michael McGiv‐
ney, was instituted in the spirit of love for family. We
should continue to promote family life and this spirit
of love through this program. Please see that your
councils do choose these families on a monthly and
annual basis so as they may achieve important recog‐
nition from your Council, from State and Supreme.
During this up coming Christmas Season we ask our
Lord to continue to bless us and our families with
Faith, Hope and Charity; may he bestow blessings of
health, peace and happiness to all families in the
world.
The following are prayers you might use in your own
homes:
O Dear Jesus,
I humbly implore You to grant Your special graces to our
family.
May our home be the shrine of peace, purity, love, labour
and faith.
I beg You, dear Jesus, to protect and bless all of us, absent
and present, living and dead.
****************

O Mary,
loving Mother of Jesus,
and our Mother,
pray to Jesus for our family,
for all the families of the world,
to guard the cradle of the newborn,
the schools of the young and their vocations.
****************

Blessed Saint Joseph,
Holy Guardian of Jesus and Mary,
assist us by your prayers
in all the necessities of life.
Ask of Jesus, that special grace
which He granted to you,
to watch over our home,
at the pillow of the sick and the dying,
so that with Mary and with you,
heaven may find our family unbroken
in the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Amen.

(Continued from page 12, State Communications & PR Director)

panding the system to include all the relevant posi‐
tions on the State Executive. The State Board has had
this in place for years. This has proven to be very suc‐
cessful. To email the State Deputy you simply have to
type statedeputy@kofc.ab.ca and your email goes to
our State Deputy.
Several instruction sheets have been mailed out ex‐
plaining how to sign up your new email.
Important: Any information sent to your KofC.ab.ca
mailbox is regarded as confidential and is kept in
strictest confidence. Emails stored on this system are
the ownership of the KofC AB/NWT State Council. We
fully respect an individual's right to privacy and de‐
clare that no information volunteered to us will be
disclosed to any third party and that all information
will be used solely for our Jurisdiction’s purposes.
Furthermore, you should be cautious in using the
kofc.ab.ca email system. This email system is solely
intended for the use of our State Council, its officers
and members in all respects. Your KofC email address
is not intended to be used as your personal address.
Sending personal emails using your kofc.ab.ca ac‐
count, unauthorized distribution, copying or disclosure
is prohibited.
On behalf of our entire Communications team and our
families we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Blessed
New Year.
State Technology Chairman Joseph Duenas
Photographer James Danielson, Edmonton/Northwest
Photographer Al Girard, Edmonton/North
Photographer John Luk, Calgary/Central & Assistant
Technology Chairman
Archives Chairman Tony Lemay
Mass Time Booklet Chairman Ed Matheson
God Bless,
Michael Anctil
State Communication and PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca

****************

My wife Patricia, our family and I wish everyone
and their families the most blessed, safe, peaceful
and healthy Christmas holiday.
Terry Stychyshyn
State Family Director
State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 3, December 2012
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Congratulations
Families of the Month
2012- 2013
September 2012
Ray & Cecile Ferguson
Michael & Tricia Doucette
Bob & Cathy Pavelich

Edmonton Council #1184
St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492
Paddy Nolan Council #6994

October 2012
Pierre & Jolanta Vermette
Joe & Lisa Herauf
David & Anne Phillips

Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064
Paddy Nolan Council #6994
Edmonton Council #1184

Winners of the Standing Holy Family Statue
September 2012
Michael & Tricia Doucette

St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

October 2012
Joe & Lisa Herauf

Paddy Nolan Council #6994
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CONDOLENCES
We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to the
family of Sir Knight Paul Froment, State Charities Appeal Chairman and his family on the recent passing of
his wife Francoise; to Larry Ofner, Marian Hour of
Prayer Chairman, and his family on the recent passing
of his mother, Lydia; to Gerry Woodlock, D.D. #1 &
Ceremonial Conferring Officer, and his family on the
recent passing of his mother, Cecilia; to the family of
Sir Knight Gordon Barry Padley, a member of the Father Doucet Assembly #0006 in Calgary; to the family
of Brother Mario Falvo, a member of St. Dominic
Savio Council #12457 in Edmonton; to the family of
Celso “Tito” Sune Jr., Charter member of Nazareno
Council # 12904 and St. Michael Assembly #2795 and
to the family of Emil Fiala, Past-President of the Charitable Foundation who passed away November 19,
2012.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.

Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

Jan 26, 2013

Drayton Valley

Feb 16, 2013

Edmonton

Feb 16, 2013

Wainwright

Feb 23, 2013

Calgary

Mar 3, 2013

Lethbridge

Mar 9, 2013

St. Albert

Mar 23, 2013
Apr 13, 2013

Red Deer
Grand Prairie

May 11, 2013

Peace River

May 18, 2013
May 25, 2013

Edmonton
Calgary

Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

May 4, 2013
(Alberta South)

Hosted by Fr. Doucet
Assembly #0006, Calgary

May 24, 2013 (Tent.)
(Alberta North)

Edmonton
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Seasons Greetings
From the Knights of Columbus State Office

May faith guide your way,
Joy light each day,
And love come to stay
in your heart and your
home this Christmas.
Shauna and Linda would like
to wish all Knights and their loved ones a
Christmas blessed with Love and Peace and
a New Year filled with Joy.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2013 Annual State Convention
April 19th-21st
Coast Plaza Hotel & Conference Center-Calgary
Convention Chairman– Don Laurendeau
CANCELLED: State Hockey Tournament for
February 15-17, 2013.
Reason being: No Support.
2013 State Curling Bonspiel
Hosted by St. Charles’ Council #8325, the State
Curling Bonspiel will be held March 1, 2 & 3,
2013 at the Lancaster Park Golf & Curling Club.
Co-Chairman George Pouliot—gpouliot@shaw.ca
or 780-475-6500
2013 State Golf Tournament
August 24, 2013—Whitecourt
Hosted by St. Joseph’s Council #7299. “Very good
and nice golf course. Whitecourt has many motels
and is tourist oriented.”
When applying for Athletic events, please use the
specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.
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The Gift of the Magi
By O. Henry (1906)
One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all. And sixty cents of
it was in pennies… Three times Della counted it. One dollar and
eighty-seven cents. And the next day would be Christmas. There was
clearly nothing to do but flop down on the shabby little couch and
howl. So Della did it. Which instigates the moral reflection that life
is made up of sobs, sniffles and smiles, with sniffles predominating.
While the mistress of the home is gradually subsiding from the
first stage to the second, take a look at the home. A furnished flat at
$8 per week … In the vestibule below was a letter-box… and a card
bearing the name “Mr. James Dillingham Young.”
The
“Dillingham” had been flung to the breeze during a former period of
prosperity when its possessor was being paid $30 per week. Now,
when the income was shrunk to $20, the letters of “Dillingham”
looked blurred… But whenever Mr. James Dillingham Young came
home and reached his flat above he was called “Jim” and greatly
hugged by Mrs. James Dillingham Young, already introduced to you
as Della. Which is all very good.
Della finished her cry and attended to her cheeks with the powder
rag. Only $1.87 to buy a present for him. Her Jim. Many a happy
hour she had spent planning for something nice for him. Something
fine and rare and sterling—something just a little bit near to being
worthy of the honour of being owned by Jim…
Now, there were two possessions of the James Dillingham Youngs
in which they both took a mighty pride. One was Jim’s gold watch
that had been his father’s and grandfather’s. The other was Della’s
hair… So now Della’s beautiful hair fell about her, rippling and
shining like a cascade of brown waters. It reached below her knee
and made itself almost a garment for her. And then she did it up
again nervously and quickly…
On went her old brown jacket; on went her old brown hat. With a
whirl of skirts and with a brilliant sparkle still in her eyes, she fluttered out the door and down the stairs to the street. Where she
stopped the sign read: “Mme. Sofronie. Hair Goods of All Kinds.”
“Will you buy my hair?” asked Della.
“I buy hair,” said Madame. “Take your hat off and let’s have a
sight at the looks of it.”
Down rippled the brown cascade. “Twenty dollars,” said Madame, lifting the mass with a practiced hand.
“Give it to me quick,” said Della.
Oh, and the next two hours tripped by on rosy wings. Forget the
hashed metaphor. She was ransacking the stores for Jim’s present.
She found it at last. It surely had been made for Jim and no one else.
There was no other like it in any of the stores and she had turned all
of them inside out. It was a platinum fob chain simple and chaste in
design, properly proclaiming its value by substance alone and not be
meretricious ornamentation—as all good things should do. It was
even worthy of The Watch. As soon as she saw it she knew that it
must be Jim’s. It was like him. Quietness and value—the description applied to both. Twenty-one dollars they took from her for it
and she hurried home with the 87 cents. With that chain on his
watch Jim might be properly anxious about the time in any company.
Grand as the watch was, he sometimes looked at it on the sly on account of the old leather strap that he used in place of a chain.
When Della reached home her intoxication gave way a little to
prudence and reason. She got out her curling irons and lighted the
gas and went to work repairing the ravages made by generosity
added to love…Within forty minutes her head was covered with tiny,
close-lying curls that made her look wonderfully like a truant schoolboy…
“If Jim doesn’t kill me,” she said to herself, “before he takes a
second look at me, he’ll say I look like a Coney Island chorus girl.”
Jim was never late. Dell doubled the fob chain in her hand and sat
on the corner of the table near the door that he always entered. Then
she heard his step on the stair away down on the first flight and she
turned white for just a moment. She had a habit of saying little silent
prayers about the simplest everyday things and now she whispered:
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“Please God, make him think I am still pretty.”
The door opened and Jim stepped in and closed it. He looked thin
and very serious… Jim stopped inside the door, as immovable at a
setter as the sent of quail. His eyes were fixed upon Della, and there
was an expression in them that she could not read, and it terrified
her. It was not anger, nor surprise, nor disapproval, nor horror, nor
any of the sentiments that she had been prepared for. He simply
stared at her fixedly with that peculiar expression on his face…
“Jim, darling,” she cried, “don’t look at me that way. I had my
hair cut off and sold it because I couldn’t have lived through Christmas without giving you a present. It’ll grow out again - you won’t
mind, will you? I just had to do it. My hair grows awfully fast. Say
“Merry Christmas!” Jim, and let’s be happy. You don’t know what a
nice - what a beautiful nice gift I’ve got for you.”
“You’ve cut off your hair?” asked Jim, laboriously, as if he had
not arrived at that patent fact yet even after the hardest mental labour.
“Cut it off and sold it,” said Della. “Don’t you like me just as
well, anyhow? I’m me without my hair, ain’t I?”
Jim looked about the room curiously. “You say your hair is
gone?” he said, with an air almost of idiocy.
“You needn’t look for it,” said Della. “It’s sold, I tell you - sold
and gone, too. It’s Christmas Eve, boy. Be good to me, for it went
for you. Maybe the hairs of my head were numbered,” she went on
with a sudden serious sweetness, “but nobody could ever count my
love for you. Shall I put the chops on, Jim?”
Out of his trance Jim seemed quickly to wake. He enfolded his
Della… Jim drew a package from his overcoat pocket and threw it
upon the table. “Don’t make any mistake, Dell,” he said, “about me.
I don’t think there’s anything in the way of a haircut or a shave or a
shampoo that could make me like my girl any less. But if you’ll
unwrap that package you may see why you had me going a while at
first.”
White fingers and nimble tore at the string and paper. And then
an ecstatic scream of joy; and then, alas a quick feminine change to
hysterical tears and wails, necessitating the immediate employment
of all the comforting powers of the lord of the flat. For there lay The
Combs - the set of combs, side and back, that Della had worshipped
for the long in a Broadway window. Beautiful combs, pure tortoise
shell, with jeweled rims - just the shade to wear in the beautiful vanished hair. They were expensive combs, she knew and her heart had
simply craved and yearned over them without the least hope of possession. And now, they were hers, but the tresses that should have
adorned the coveted adornments were gone. But she hugged them to
her bosom and at length she was able to look up with dim eyes and a
smile and say:
“My hair grows so fast, Jim!” And then Della leaped up like a
little singed cat and cried, “Oh, oh!”
Jim had not yet seen his beautiful present. She held it out to him
eagerly upon her open palm. The dull precious metal seemed to
flash with a reflection of her bright and ardent spirit.
“Isn’t it a dandy, Jim? I hunted all over town to find it. You’ll
have to look at the time a hundred times a day now. Give me your
watch. I want to see how it looks on it.”
Instead of obeying, Jim tumbled down on the couch and put his
hands under the back of his head and smiled. “Dell,” said he, “Let’s
put our Christmas presents away and keep’em a while. They’re too
nice to use just at present. I sold the watch to get the money to buy
your combs. And now suppose you put the chops on.”
The magi, as you know, were wise men - wonderfully wise men
who brought gifts to the Babe in the manger. They invented the art
of giving Christmas presents. Being wise, their gifts were no doubt
wise ones, possibly bearing the privilege of exchange in case of duplication. And here I have lamely related to you the uneventful
chronicle of two foolish children in a flat who most unwisely sacrificed for each other the greatest treasures of their house. But in a
last word to the wise of these days let it be said that of all who give
gifts these two were the wisest. Of all who give and receive gifts,
such as they are wisest… they are the magi.
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