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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“Grand Knights, please remember that
your District Deputy is our Supreme Knight’s
personal representative…”

“What we are invited to do,
are to do the ordinary things
extra-ordinarily well.”

...“The District Deputy should insure
that he is available to you when you call upon
him for assistance.”
Gary H. Johnson

B

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

D

rother Knights,

Thanks to all of you who came out to the District
Deputies Meeting on January 12th & 13th! It was a
great weekend! Also a sincere thanks to all State
Chairmen and their teams, the Foundation, the Fourth
Degree and our State Fraternal Benefits team for con‐
tributing to our meetings!
Grand Knights, please remember that your District
Deputy is our Supreme Knight’s personal representa‐
tive and it is important that all Council Officers and
members familiarize themselves with the respect due
to the District Deputy.
The District Deputy should always be properly attired
when attending meetings, should be seated in front
near the Grand Knight, should always be called upon
to speak, and all members should rise when he is in‐
troduced. He should always be seated at the head ta‐
ble at any Council function even if he is not on the pro‐
gram to speak.
The District Deputy should be in regular contact with
all Grand Knights in his District and he should insure
that he is available to you when you call upon him for
assistance.
Please do not forget to acknowledge any State Board
member who may be a member of your Council as
well as any State Board members who may be in at‐
tendance at your meeting.
(Continued on page 7)

ear Brother Knights:

We all have a New Year, a Year of Faith and New Evan‐
gelization. A year of remembrance of Vatican II held
50 years ago.
I would recommend to you to study the “Year of Faith
Council Action Plan”. There are two things which we
should consider.
First: Organization…Faith professed – Faith celebrated
– Faith lived and Faith prayed.
Second: This is nothing new; the things mentioned are
those which we do (or forget to do) on a regular basis,
but what we are invited to do, are to do the ordinary
things extra‐ordinarily well. Put emphasis especially on
the Spiritual component of your meetings (lecture
nights). The books which should guide you are the Bi‐
ble and the Catechism. Attend Mass not only on Sun‐
days but if you can, also attend on weekdays or at
least pray your rosary every day. That is Faith prayed.
At the last District Deputies’ meeting the need of bet‐
ter communication was very much stressed. Start to
communicate with God and you will have no problem
communicating with your neighbour.
May God bless you and your family as we prepare for
Lent.
Vivat Jesus!
Fr. Henry Rosenbaum SAC
State Chaplain

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By William Smith

By W. Charles Russell

T

he Christmas season has come to a close,
and we can now continue our programs
through to the end of our fraternal year which
concludes on June 30. There is much work to be
done. We have the Curling Bonspiel in Edmonton
coming up on the State level, so let’s show our
support to those who have taken the time to or‐
ganize it. If we are not sending a Council team,
come out to the event and show some fraternal‐
ism. The Annual Convention in April is approach‐
ing. You should have received your documents for
the Convention, and you will be expected to pass
on this information to your Council members.
Each Council is expected to have two delegates
attend the Convention; two votes are allotted to
the Council. If the Grand Knight cannot attend he
will be expected to send a replacement. Do not
wait until the last minute to send in your registra‐
tion, but as Murphy’s Law does prevail, if you can‐
not attend and have registered, the Convention
Committee can assist you with registering an al‐
ternate member. Your voice cannot be heard if
you do not send a delegate.
At the Convention, deceased members will be re‐
membered at the Memorial Mass. Please send in
the Necrology for your Council. This list will be
comprised of deceased members since the last
Convention in April 2012. If you have any addi‐
tions after you have sent in the Necrology form,
just add them to another sheet and send it in. In
addition to this, please ask the families if they
would like to attend the Mass which will be held
on Sunday morning. Many will not be able to at‐
tend but the gesture is part of our fraternal bene‐
fits to all members. Grand Knights and District
Deputies should make arrangements for local
families with respect to transportation to and
from the services if required.
The State Advocate will be sending information to
your Councils concerning Resolutions at the Con‐
vention. The State Treasurer’s reports will also be
sent. Please review them with all your Council
members, and if there are any questions make
(Continued on page 7)
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A

s we start the second half of our Columbian Year,
Brother Knights, I wish you all a very prosperous,
healthy and happy New Year.

This being the last newsletter before our Annual Con‐
vention in April 2013, please ensure that your Coun‐
cil’s Per Capita assessment has been paid before the
Convention. The billings have been prepared and are
in the mail to your Financial Secretary.
I have been asked, a few times during the past year,
how we calculate the assessments.
To help you understand, here is the formula that has
been used for years.
Your Council’s State Per Capita Assessment is deter‐
mined from Supreme Council’s membership roster as
of December 31st of each year. The Council member‐
ship NET number used to determine Per Capita assess‐
ment is based on the Council’s TOTAL membership
LESS Honorary Life Members, Life Members, Inactive
Insurance Members and Disabled Members. The
membership net number is multiplied by $15.00 to
determine your total State Per Capita assessment.
The Liability Insurance Premium uses a sliding scale. It
is as follows:
NUMBER OF MEMBERS
Up to 50
51 to 75
76 to 100
101 to 125
126 to 150
151 to 175
176 to 200
201 or more

PREMIUM
$150.00
$210.00
$245.00
$285.00
$325.00
$365.00
$405.00
$445.00

Columbus Clubs, Christopher Clubs, etc. are not in‐
cluded in this group plan. These groups must apply
separately for coverage to the State Treasurer, c/o the
State Office in Red Deer and they will be assessed and
billed with an appropriate premium.
It is mandatory that each Council prior to the Annual
State Council Meeting pay the TOTAL AMOUNT DUE
for the State Per Capita and Liability Insurance Pre‐
mium in full. Councils in arrears will not be allowed
voting privileges.
Charles Russell
State Treasurer
State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 4, February 2013

W

From the State Advocate

From the State Membership Director

By Ronald J. Schuster

By Brad Cody

orthy Brother Knights,

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OF YOU! I know that by
the time you get this State Affairs we are into
February, but this is the first new edition for the
New Year.
Over the last couple of months we have had an
issue with Councils bringing into their meeting or
wanting to bring into their meetings outside
sources for insurance, investments, etc. Please
adhere to the following information:
Section 162.24 of the Laws of the Knights of Co‐
lumbus prohibits members from using their mem‐
bership in the Knights of Columbus to promote
the sale of any financial products and services
other than the financial products and services of‐
fered by the Knights of Columbus. Any use of
membership affiliation with the Knights of Colum‐
bus to promote the sale of any financial products
and services other than the financial products and
services offered by the Knights of Columbus is
contrary to the interests of the Knights of Colum‐
bus and is prohibited.
Additionally, Section 162.11 prohibits members
from using the name and emblem of the Knights
of Columbus in connection with any business, so‐
cial or other enterprise, without permission of the
Board of Directors. Section 162.11’s prohibition
bars, among other things, the use of the name
and emblem of the Knights of Columbus in con‐
nection with the promotion of any financial prod‐
ucts and services other than the financial prod‐
ucts and services offered by the Knights of Colum‐
bus.
I hope this will clear some of this matter up.
Should you require any further information,
please feel free to contact me.
PLEASE remember as well,
“1 MEMBER PER MONTH PER COUNCIL”
Thanks and God bless you and your families,
Ron Schuster
State Advocate
State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 4, February 2013

H

ello Brother Knights.

I trust everyone had a wonderful Christmas and
New Year.
We recently, completed the mid‐winter District
Deputy meeting in Red Deer. The meetings were
very successful and included most of the District
Deputies actively participating in the sessions and
discussions. I suggest all Grand Knights contact
your District Deputy so that he can update you on
some of the discussions.
Overall, our Jurisdiction is a little behind pace in
achieving our membership goals. That said, many
of you have your councils in position to fulfill your
membership goals and thereby satisfy that par‐
ticular criteria to be awarded Star Council. I con‐
gratulate you on your efforts to date and urge
every council to endeavour to become a “Star
Council”. Keep up the good work.
Remember, and always try to apply our motto;
“ONE MEMBER, PER COUNCIL, PER MONTH”.
When councils adopt this motto, they are much
more successful in their membership initiatives.
One of the best ways to instill this motto into the
minds of your membership is to open your Coun‐
cil meeting with a short presentation of the
“POWER OF ONE”. This short video is available to
download on the Supreme website and is very
inspirational. In about four minutes the video
touches on everything we are as members of this
Order and everything that our Order stands for.
There are also several short video presentations
that exhibit some of the famous members who
are members of our Order and some of the most
inspirational works we have done around the
world. These videos are all available to download
from the Supreme website and are each less than
a minute in length. When looped together to play
over and over again at a pancake breakfast or
(Continued on page 9)
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From the State Warden

From the State Pro-Life Chair Couple

By Vince R. Reyes

By Patrice Roussel

“Serve With Love”

A Pro‐Life Message

U

ndoubtedly, time flies so fast especially when
you are having fun! Looking back, seven months
have passed, with five more months until the end of
Columbian Year 2012‐2013. That said, we must reflect
on the past, concentrate on the present and look with
confidence towards the future!
The start of the current Columbian Year was as if it
was just yesterday. We take pride when we work end‐
lessly, in our planning, organizational and implementa‐
tion meetings, toward the attainment of our goals
with regards to membership and retention, programs
and insurance. We applaud you wholeheartedly in all
of your successes, including setbacks. We are confi‐
dent that you will seize the opportunity to turn these
obstacles into positives. Let us focus on our goals be‐
cause success does not come easily and cannot be
handed to us on a silver platter, but ultimately, it can
be achieved with hard work, dedication, perseverance
and team work. More than ever, now is the time to act
fast, to work even harder and to move forward with
stronger faith which will lead to success.
On a related note, we would like to encourage all
councils to submit entries to the Council Service Pro‐
gram Activities, Bulletin, Family of the Year and Knight
of the Year contests. For guidance on how to properly
complete submissions, please refer to the Grand
Knight’s Manual, Section E‐2, Page 1 and Section E‐3,
Pages 1 and 2, Council Report Forms Booklet and Fam‐
ily of the Month Booklet. Deadline is Friday, March 1,
2013 at the Red Deer State Office. Remember you will
not have a chance to win if you do not participate.
Most importantly, by participating, you will have the
opportunity to share with other councils the good
deeds you have done to others! Hurry, hurry, act now!
If you happen to have deceased member/s for the pe‐
riod of May 1, 2012 to April 21, 2013, the Financial
Secretary or Grand Knight must complete a designated
form and return to State Secretary c/o Red Deer State
Office by April 12, 2013. The names of our deceased
brothers will be read in a special Memorial Mass cele‐
bration at 8:00 o’clock in the morning, Sunday, April
21, 2013, at the State Council Convention.

H

élène and I were at the District Deputies’ meet‐
ing in Red Deer the weekend of January 12th
and 13th. We had a small but still very effective dis‐
play for the atten‐
dees, with actual
pictures of a baby in
the womb. This
baby happens to be
our future grand‐
child, our daugh‐
ter’s baby. Every‐
one was impressed
how clearly we
could see this little
one. It is hard to believe that our parliamentary
elected members can not recognize the baby to be
real life until birth. That being said, how should we
deal with this?
The answer is, follow your belief according to your
faith as well as the natural reality shown in the ultra‐
sound pictures; it convinced one of the most profuse
abortionists to become pro‐life.
In our display, we have a bookmark that really ex‐
presses my thoughts on the matter; “What is impor‐
tant, is not when life begins but when love begins.”
Yes, love is the secret to protect life. True love is in‐
spired and with love in your heart, you basically ac‐
complish miracles.
Another reality in this world that is scary, is doctors
that propose to terminate life if they discover possible
anomalies. My daughter was offered tests to see if
there would be problems and if there was, to termi‐
nate her pregnancy. No kidding, that is what she was
offered.
So what should we do about that? First if you have a
choice, go to another physician. If not, tell your physi‐
cian that you are Catholic and that he has to accept
your belief and not try to convince you any differently.
This applies to your spouses, your daughters or any of
the women you care for.
Give life a chance! Rally for life whenever possible;
you Knights can make a difference.
Patrice & Hélène Roussel
Pro‐Life Chair Couple

(Continued on page 5)
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From the Agency

From the State Program Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Dean Rombough

Annuities: More flexible than you might think!

A

nnuities are easily misunderstood, in part
because of their name. When you
“annuitize” the money you’ve paid into an annu‐
ity (plus the interest it has earned), you’ve chosen
to receive monthly payments for life (Income for
Life) or for a fixed period.
However, annuitizing this money isn’t your only
option. You may also treat an annuity like a Guar‐
anteed Investment Certificate (GIC). That is, you
use the annuity as a way to accumulate savings
and earn a steady interest rate. You can make
withdrawals from the annuity for any reason, al‐
though you may then owe income tax on some or
all of the withdrawal amount. If you do choose to
annuitize, you also have several payout options.
The point is, these products are flexible enough to
serve a variety of needs.
Contact your Fraternal Benefit Advisor if you’re
interested in setting up an annuity as an RRSP,
Spousal RRSP, RRIF, a non‐registered account, or
a Tax Free Savings Account.
For the name of your agent, contact the AB/NWT
Regional Office at 403‐343‐2242 or by email at
bouchardagencymail@kofc.org.
Marc Bouchard, CFP, CLU,CHFC,
General Agent Alberta
(Continued from page 4, State Warden)

This year, on April 19, 20 and 21, the 103rd Annual
State Council Convention will be held at the The Coast
Plaza Hotel and Conference Centre in Calgary. See you
there! Join the fun! Be involved!
Mother Teresa once said, “I have found the paradox
that if you love until it hurts, there can be no more
hurt, only more love.”
Happy Valentines Day to one and all!
Vivat Jesus!

B

rother Knights, I would like to take the opportu‐
nity to wish each brother Knight and their family a
Happy New Year. Although this is a new calendar year,
we are very much entrenched in the Columbian Year
and we are fast approaching our annual State Conven‐
tion.
Having said that, this is the time of year when all the
Councils need to show the rest of the Jurisdiction all
the hard work and dedication they have put into the
Surge for Service program. All submissions for the
Surge for Service program awards must be sent to the
State Office in Red Deer by March 1, 2013. Please do
not give these submissions to State Board members;
they would only pass them on to the State Office.
We, the Knights of Columbus, have numerous pro‐
grams that continue throughout the year without ac‐
colades or fanfare. We have programs that make peo‐
ple’s lives much easier. These programs need to be
shared with the rest of the Jurisdiction not only so that
the Councils are given their rightful acknowledgments
and awards, but also to help other Knights with ideas
that they may bring to their respective Councils. When
submitting awards for the Surge for Service program,
please include, in writing, a brief description of the
project. Pictures are very helpful. The complete pack‐
age should be put into a binder that is easy to read
and follow.
The State Curling Bonspiel is fast approaching and
promises to be a great fraternal event. It is very unfor‐
tunate that we will not be able to host a State Hockey
Tournament this year due to some unforeseen circum‐
stances. However, I am convinced that next year’s
tournament will be that much stronger. As always, the
Golf Tournament will also be a great fraternal event
this year. Brothers, with these and many other events
hosted throughout the Jurisdiction, we will enjoy each
other’s fraternal company.
I look forward to the opportunity to see and to chat
with as many of you as is possible at the State Conven‐
tion in Calgary this spring.
EVERY PROGRAM REPRESENTS A
MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT OPPORTUNITY!
Vivat Jesus!

Vince R. Reyes
State Warden
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Dean Rombough, State Program Director
Knights of Columbus Alberta/NWT
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From the Charitable Foundation

From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Robert Kruchten, President of the ACF

By Larry Ofner

D

ear Brothers,

My best wishes to all Brothers and their
families for God’s Blessing in 2013.
In this State Affairs I would like to draw your attention
to two operational concerns of your Foundation.
The Foundation was established to provide sustain‐
able funding to its selected charities. This it has done
for 32 years.
(1) Your Charitable Foundation operates as an inde‐
pendent arm’s length charity, yet it is an integral part
of the Knights of Columbus. Every Knight in this Juris‐
diction is a member of the Foundation and can right‐
fully say, “It is my Foundation.”
One of Carvers’ principles for non‐profit policy govern‐
ance is what he calls the ENDS Determination. Carver
is the “guru” for non‐profit organizations in North
America. His Principle 6 states:
The justification for any organization lies in
the difference it can make.
A non‐profit exists so that the world in which
it operates can be a better place.
The ends of the organization are the reason
for its existence.
The ends of the Charitable Foundation are to provide
sustainable funding to selected charities. This it has
done for St Mary’s University College in Calgary and St.
Joseph’s Seminary in Edmonton. Over the years the
Foundation has given these institutions 100’s of thou‐
sands of dollars. Besides these charities, the Founda‐
tion gives funds either directly or through flow thru
ways from 60 to 70 charities each year. Our current
goal is to continue to give sustainable funding to se‐
lected charities and to do this by increasing our Capital
Fund to two million.
(2) In April at the 2013 Convention you delegates will
be electing officers for the State Executive Board and
the same for the Charitable Foundation. May I encour‐
age you to vote for officers who are supportive of the
Charitable Foundation and see it as an independent
yet well connected arm of the Alberta Knights of Co‐
lumbus.

B

rother Knights,
During the months of September, October, No‐
vember and December, the “Our Lady of Guada‐
lupe” icon was booked by a good number of
Councils. Thank you to all the Councils that held a
Marian Prayer Hour. May Mary bless you and
your families.
A message to the other Councils:
It is not too late to book and hold a Marian
Prayer Service. All Councils that hold a prayer ser‐
vice with the Our Lady of Guadalupe icon will be
eligible to win an icon at the end of this Colum‐
bian Year. To book a Marian Prayer Hour, please
contact:
Larry Ofner (Central & Northern Alberta)
(H) 780‐641‐3086 or (C) 780‐405‐1211
ofnerlp@hotmail.com
OR
Don Laurendeau (Southern Alberta)
(H) 403‐274‐2377 or (C) 403‐808‐1466
donlaurendeau@shaw.ca
Vivat Jesus!

Please make the work and the existence of the Foun‐
dation known to your Council members.
Salut & God Bless.
Fraternally,
Bob Kruchten, Foundation President
Page 6
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From the State Church Director

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

As stated in your Grand Knight’s Handbook, a District
Deputy or State Board Officer should be accorded the
same courtesies as those recommended for the State
Deputy.
A District Deputy or State Board member belonging to
your Council may choose not to be introduced and
placed at the front near the Grand Knight, but they
should be asked prior to the commencement of the
meeting.
As well, please remember that during all Council
meetings, all members should rise when the Council
Chaplain or any member of the clergy enters or leaves
the council chamber.
The Final Charities Appeals draw for the Ford F150 &
the Lincoln will take place at our State Convention on
Saturday, April 20, 2013 at the Coast Plaza Hotel in
Calgary! (Call our State Office at 1‐800‐656‐0042 or
Paul Froment at 780‐572‐2286 if you need more tick‐
ets!)
Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson
State Deputy

(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

sure your delegates are prepared to bring them to
the Convention.
As State Secretary, I have the responsibility to re‐
cord the minutes of the State Board meetings.
This includes maintaining correspondence that
may be relevant to the meeting being recorded,
such as a budget proposal. Recording the minutes
does not mean writing down every word spoken
but a summary must be made of the topic or
event and recorded. Motions however should be
recorded accurately including the vote taken and
whether the motion was carried or not. The min‐
utes should be sent to each member before the
next meeting, so they have time to review for ac‐
curacy.

By Lou Normand

HUMAN DIGNITY – SANCTITY OF LIFE

B

rothers,

Our Church tells us that our human dignity and
the sanctity of life is based on the Genesis ac‐
count, where God created man and woman in His
image. No other creature in this world is in the
image of God. Our Supreme Knight is always con‐
firming the teaching of the Church‐‐that human
life must be supported from conception to natural
death. God gives us life and we are not to decide
when life should end.
On this note, I want to encourage all and every
Knight who is serious about the protection of life
to get involved with the March for Life which will
take place in Edmonton in May. The committee
needs help to organize and also needs participa‐
tion of councils and parishes. Please contact me
at lounormand1@gmail.com or Gregory Ameron‐
gen at john336@shaw.ca if you would like to get
involved.
Another initiative to support life is being under‐
taken by Trinity Council in Edmonton; they plan to
support Archbishop Smith in his effort to attract
the Sisters of Life to Edmonton. The Sisters, in a
practical way, assist women who want to give
birth to their baby, and they also help women
who need to heal from their experience of an
abortion. This Council will be requesting the fi‐
nancial support of councils. They will also request
your prayers to help support this important initia‐
tive. Please be generous in your support.
God Bless
Lou Normand
Church Director

Drive carefully. Thank you for your support.
William Smith
State Secretary
State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 4, February 2013
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A Mass and the annual Fall Banquet for Fr. Jan Otlowski,
Council 14497 was held in Calgary at Our Lady Queen of
Peace Church on October 13, 2012. (Below) Dominican
Sisters enjoying the evening banquet.

State Scholarship Award being presented to Anna Majowski, daughter of John & Hedy Majowski by Grand
Knight Aleks Gurgul, State Secretary Bill Smith and State
Treasurer Charles Russell.

Congratulations to Father Jan Otlowski Council 14497 for
receiving the Double STAR Award 2011-2012 for the 4th
straight year! (From Left to Right) Membership Chair Max
Ciesielski, D.D. #11 Joe Smith, Fraternal Benefits Advisor
Bill Lewchuk, D.D. #26 Sal Ficaccio, G.K. Aleks Gurgul,
S.T. Charles Russell, and S.S. Bill Smith (who is also the
F.S. for Council 14497)

(Above) On December 12, 2012, Fr. Andrew Bogdanowicz,
pastor of St. Thomas More Parish, Edmonton blessed a large
portrait of Our Lady of Guadalupe that had been donated by
Father Bonner Council # 7599.

Congratulations to the newest priest of the Edmonton Archdiocese! Knights formed a honour guard for Fr. Matthew
Hysell, a brother Knight, following his ordination on December 7, 2012. Fr. Matthew will serve St. Theresa’s Parish
and St. Mark’s Catholic Community of the Deaf.

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson celebrated the milestone
achievement of $8.1 billion of issued business in 2012 at the January General Agents’ Meeting. Pictured (L to R) with the Supreme
Knight (center) and Chief Insurance Officer Thomas P. Smith Jr.
(left of the S.K.) are Kevin Pfeifer and Tony Swanson, both from
Nebraska, George Spinelli of Kansas and Marc Bouchard of Alberta.
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(Continued from page 3, State Membership Director)

other similar event, it will generate interest in
membership from men and women in atten‐
dance. They display what we do and that attracts
men to our Order because people want to be a
part of organizations that make the world a better
place. The Knights of Columbus fulfill that man‐
date.
Council #3408 in Red Deer, was the winner of a
$100.00 lottery prize. Congratulations to this
Council for a job well done. All councils who at‐
tained 100% of membership goal by January 12,
2013 were entered into the lottery. Council #3408
was the council randomly drawn from the seven
entrants. I urge all councils to work toward attain‐
ing 100% of membership goal as soon as possible.
There will be three more such draws at the State
Convention and a final one at the District Deputy
meeting in July. Your State Board would love to
have every Council entered in these lotteries.
Congratulations to Council #14184 in Calgary who
had the highest percentage gain for our Jurisdic‐
tion in the 2011‐2012 Columbian Year. As a result
of their membership efforts, they have been
awarded free council registration to the upcoming
State Convention in Calgary. This award will be
presented again this year to the council with the
highest percentage gain during this Columbian
Year. Good luck to all councils.
In closing, on behalf of the entire State Member‐
ship team, I want to thank you for all of your
membership efforts to date and in the future and
wish you best of luck in achieving “Star Council”.
Every member on the State Membership team is
always available to help with your membership
initiatives. If you ask, we will be there to help.
Vivat Jesus!
Brad Cody
State Membership Director
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From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman
By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brothers,

It was good to see all the
District Deputies at the
January 12/13 meetings.
Thanks for the support of
the State Board and District
Deputies; they donated
$318.03 to the Pennies for
Heaven Fund.
Don’t forget the MacDonald Award. This is pre‐
sented to the Council which has the best project
to raise money for Pennies for Heaven. The pro‐
ject will be judged on the type of project and the
involvement of the membership, not necessarily
on the amount of money. The deadline for entries
is March 2, 2013. See Section 0‐2 Page 2 of the
Grand Knight’s Manual.
I thank you for your generous support.
For donations, please make your cheques payable
to:
Alberta K of C State Council and send it to:
K of C State Council Office,
#4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, Alberta
T4N 1S1
Thank you for supporting vocations!
Brian Strawford
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can send it to the State Office via
email at: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a
jpeg format please. Please provide a
brief description of picture.
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From the State Communications & PR Director

From the State Coats for Kids Chairman

By Michael Anctil

By Julian Hnatiw

H

ello again Brother Knights,

I was privileged to attend the District Deputies Mid‐
Year Meeting in Red Deer. It was a great opportunity
to work with the State Board, State Directors and the
District Deputies.
Here are some of the items we discussed on matters
of Communications & PR:
We strongly encourage all Grand Knights and District
Deputies to sign up as soon as possible for their
Knights of Columbus email account. This will only
work if we have complete cooperation from everyone.
The State Board has had this in place for years, and it
has proven to be very successful. To email the State
Deputy, type statedeputy@kofc.ab.ca and your email
will go to him. Please sign up for your Knights of Columbus email account ASAP. We need everyone to
utilize this system to streamline the tremendous
amount of work that is unnecessarily done each year by
our State Office.
There have been many additions to the State website
www.kofc.ab.ca over the last few years thanks to State
Technology Chairman Joseph Duenas and Assistant
State Technology Chairman John Luk. If you haven’t
visited the website lately please check it out and visit it
often as it is constantly changing. The State website
has four membership videos and the Power of One
video; they’re a must see for all Knights. There are also
many Catholic links on the left side of the main page.
State Chaplain Father Henry Rosenbaum’s Formation
Programme is an indispensable tool to add a very important Spiritual component to each and every meeting.
Please use it.
The Western Catholic Reporter and the Carillon are
excellent mediums to relay your message to a target
audience. These two news publications sell advertising
but they’re always looking for interesting articles that
would be of interest to their readers. It may also be
beneficial to place a small ad about your event or some
Council activities. Both of these mediums target the
Catholic community more so than the main street media. The Carillon has also provided a Writer’s Guideline sheet if you want to write about an event that you
hosted. I can email you their rate sheets and the Carillon’s Writer’s Guidelines. Just give me your K of C
email address. Of course that’s assuming that you
signed up for your account.

W

orthy Brother Knights,

We have approached the half way point of our
Columbian Year. You’re doing great! Year to date,
we have distributed a sum of 35 boxes of coats
which equals 420 coats! And, we still have the
second half of the Columbian Year to reach our
goal of 500 coats.
Should your Council be unable to purchase a box
of coats, try to pool your funds with another
Council in your District.
Your Council can now make a direct DONATION to
the Coats for Kids program. Please make your do‐
nations/cheques payable to the “Alberta‐NWT
State Council”, and make sure the cheque is ear‐
marked for Coats for Kids. At present we have re‐
ceived two great donations. THANK YOU! Dona‐
tions can also be brought to the Annual State
Convention, April 19 ‐21, in Calgary.
Keep those donations rolling in to:
Alberta‐NWT State Office
Coats for Kids
#4, 5579 – 47 Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Proud to be a supportive Council!
Vivat Jesus!
Julian Hnatiw
State Coats for Kids Chairman

(Continued on page 11)
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From the State Family Director
By Terry Stychyshyn

G

rand Knights,

Please continue to forward the Family of the Month
form for your chosen family of the month. The Knights
of Columbus, through the charity of our Founder, Fr
Michael McGivney, was instituted in the spirit of love
for family. We should continue to promote family life
and this spirit of love through the program. Please see
that your Councils do choose these families on a
monthly and annual basis so as they may achieve im‐
portant recognition from your Council, from State and
from Supreme. Should the Family of the Year be cho‐
sen from your Council, ensure that they are encour‐
aged to come and join us at Convention in Calgary and
to participate with us in the programs provided for
them, so that we may show them and your Council the
proper recognition deserved.
The following was printed in our Sunday Bulletin and I
would like to share it with you:
Our Daily Bread ‐‐‐‐ Wind and Fire

spark of belief in those who observe our responses to
``bad” circumstances and most of all bring praise to
God.
My wife Patricia and I are looking forward to meeting
and reacquainting ourselves with you at Convention in
Calgary.
Terry Stychyshyn
State Family Director

(Continued from page 10, State Communications & PR Director)

The Western Catholic Reporter is going to run a special Knights of Columbus issue on April 15th. This issue will be for general distribution and would be an
excellent time to promote or advertise your upcoming
event. This would also be a great opportunity for your
company or the company you work for to show support
for the Knights of Columbus by placing an ad in this
issue. This special issue will reach a very select audience.
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR
NEWSLETTERS and/or WEBSITE:
♦

“Honour all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God.
Honour the King” (1 Peter 2:17)
Sometimes when I want to start a fire the wind puts it
out. But when I try to keep a fire burning, wind keeps it
going. So in the first situation, I label wind “bad” be‐
cause it thwarts my plans; in the other, I label it
“good” because it helps me accomplish what I want to
get done.
This paradox illustrates how we judge things by the
way they affect us. We declare circumstances or peo‐
ple “bad” if they thwart our plans or cause us incon‐
venience. We judge circumstances or people “good” if
we agree with them and they support our cause.
But God is the One who determines what is good or
bad and He does so not by how it affects our plans but
by whether or not it accomplishes His. His plan is that
we would be ``a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His
own special people”. And His purpose for us is to
``proclaim praises of Him who called (us) out of dark‐
ness into his marvelous light”. (1 Peter 2:9)
To accomplish God`s good purpose, we are to respect
all people, love other believers, fear God, and honour
those who rule over us – even when something doesn`t
seem good to us (v.17) These kinds of actions may fan a
State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 4, February 2013

♦

♦

♦

♦

Councils are encouraged to get their newsletters
into State Office by the end of February to be en‐
tered into the State newsletter competition. A
minimum of four newsletters must be submitted
to qualify.
Councils that have websites need to send me the
link to their website, so that the website can be
entered into the State website competition.
Please forward the website address as soon as
possible, to: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
or to Shauna at: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca.
Please forward any photos or stories to me or to
the State Office for possible inclusion in State Af‐
fairs and/or our State website.
Remember, communication is a two way street.
We want to hear from you with any concerns,
problems and/or ideas, which you may have. Your
ideas are very important.
Please contact any Brother Knight on the State
Communication Team to answer any questions
that you may have or to help publicize your event.
We are here to help.

God Bless,
Michael Anctil
State Communication and PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Page 11

CONDOLENCES
We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to the
family of Brother Conrad Sehn, Commander of
Brother Anthony OMI Assembly #2842 and a brother
to Faithful Navigator/Deacon Ernie Sehn. Conrad
passed away January 23, 2013.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

Feb 16, 2013

Edmonton

Feb 16, 2013

Wainwright

Feb 23, 2013

Calgary

Mar 3, 2013

Lethbridge

Mar 9, 2013

St. Albert

Mar 23, 2013
Apr 13, 2013

Red Deer
Grand Prairie

May 11, 2013

Peace River

May 18, 2013
May 25, 2013

Edmonton
Calgary

Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule

Date

Location

May 4, 2013
(Alberta South)

Hosted by Fr. Doucet
Assembly #0006, Calgary

May 24, 2013 (Tent.)
(Alberta North)

Edmonton
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2013 Annual State Convention
April 19th-21st
Coast Plaza Hotel & Conference CentreCalgary
Convention Chairman– Don Laurendeau
CANCELLED: State Hockey Tournament for February 15-17, 2013.
Reason being: No Support.
2013 State Curling Bonspiel
Hosted by St. Charles’ Council #8325, the
State Curling Bonspiel will be held March
1, 2 & 3, 2013 at the Lancaster Park Golf &
Curling Club.
Co-Chairman George Pouliot—
gpouliot@shaw.ca or 780-475-6500
2013 State Golf Tournament
August 24, 2013—Whitecourt
Hosted by St. Joseph’s Council #7299.
“Very good and nice golf course. Whitecourt has many motels and is tourist oriented.”
When applying for Athletic events, please
use the specific form. Forms can be found
in the GK Manual in Section F-1, pages 23.
tate Affairs is published by the AlbertaNorthwestTerritories State Council. Material
submitted for publication remains the
property of the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Deadline for
submissions is the 15th day of the month prior to
publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB T1B 1L9
E-Mail: manctil@memlane.com
Telephone: (403) 526-4058
State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“I want to say a sincere Thank
You to all of you on behalf of Cheryl and
myself for your support over the last two
years! It has been an experience that we
will not forget!”

“We all know that each community lives
by the generosity of a “few”, but these
few have to be there.”

Gary H. Johnson

B

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

D

rother Knights,

Thanks to all of you who attended our recent State Convention in Calgary! It was a great weekend for all!
I want to say a sincere “Thank You” to our Convention
Chairman Don Laurendeau and the entire Convention
Committee for their hard work in organizing this Convention!
Father Henry Rosenbaum was honoured at the Convention for having served our Alberta/NWT Jurisdiction as
our State Chaplain for the past 12 Years! As he is retiring at the end of June, on behalf of our Jurisdiction he
was recognised with a special gift as well as with a
power point presentation highlighting his many good
deeds. Father Henry was also part of a new Knights of
Columbus Initiative in our Jurisdiction these past two
years as he organized Inaugural Council Chaplain Meetings in both Edmonton and Calgary.
Also at the Convention, we reminded all members of
our 2004 Convention Resolution to discontinue sponsoring Casinos and as of May 1, 2013, the AGLC has not
been granting new casino licenses to Councils requesting them.
As the 2004 Convention Resolution referred specifically
to Casino licenses only, Councils are presently able to
still obtain licenses for bingos as well as raffles under
$10K.
(Continued on page 11)

ear Brother Knights:

Thank you very much for the Farewell celebration at the
State Convention. It was great. So was the rest of the
Convention. I hope our opening Mass demonstrated to
you the variety of the many rites that unites us as
Catholic (universal) Church with one purpose…..to
spread the kingdom of God in Faith, Hope and Charity.
Although the celebration is over, there are still many
things to be accomplished until the end of the Columbian year.
When the Necrology was read during the Memorial
Mass, it always hits me how many Knights have died
during this year and how we would replace them. It is
certainly necessary that we improve our efforts to win
new members to replace those whom the Lord called.
Maybe by making the slogan: “The Power of One” individual by saying this one is for deceased Brother (name)
will make it more personal. We all know that each community lives by the generosity of a “few”, but these few
have to be there.
Brothers, do not forget during this Year of Faith and
New Evangelization the basis of our Order which is not
just activity but our Spiritual Life. See to it that you have
Council Chaplains who are able to feed the flock as good
shepherds. Be their strong support in all parish activities
and accomplish in it your spiritual growth.
(Continued on page 7)

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By William Smith

By W. Charles Russell

nother year has come and gone. We still have
until the end of June to finish our goals for the
year. This may include a year-end BBQ with the
families of our Council members. Invite the Parish
to attend and make it a real celebration.

s we come to the close of another Columbian
year, let me thank all the Members who
helped make this, another exciting year.

A

Elections should be a priority for councils to ensure
a full slate of officers and a smooth transition, as
some of our council executive members may not be
returning next year. New members to the executive
will bring new ideas and approaches to assist the
parish and community in completing their objectives. For the members who are not returning, let
the new executive feel welcome by listening to
their ideas and provide guidance. This is a team effort and we need everyone to get involved, including our spouses and family.
Council elections have begun, but the work never
ends. The days after your elections, please send a
copy of the new executive to Supreme. Don’t forget
to send another copy to the Red Deer State Office.
The Red Deer office needs the name of the Grand
Knight, Financial Secretary and your Council Chaplain, including addresses and phone numbers. We
have a roster to prepare and send to the councils. If
the complete executive is not chosen, send in what
you have and an update can be sent later. If the
information is not provided quickly, other councils
and directors cannot contact the current councils.
This summer there will be council training seminars
to attend. These seminars will help you start the
year, along with your July and August meetings.
Every council is expected to send delegates to the
seminar, and the Grand Knights should plan now to
attend. We will have support for the Financial Secretaries and Treasurers from Supreme. This part of
the program is essential to get the council information online and to streamline the paper flow.

A

I am honoured to serve as your State Treasurer for
the upcoming year.
I wish to draw to your attention Section L-1 in the
Grand Knight’s manual, which pertains to our State
Ceremonial Policy.
1. The hosting District(s) or Council(s), will
provide and be responsible for the Second Degree
Team at its expenses.
2. If the hosting District(s) or Council(s) wish
the Ceremonial Chairman to provide a travelling
Second Degree Team, he may do so, but at an additional cost of $300.00.
3. The hosting District(s) or Council(s) will pay
the cost and expense of the Third Degree Team as
follows:
a) A charge of $25.00 per Candidate.
b) The hosting District(s) or Council (s) are authorized to charge the AB/NWT State Council
$10.00 for each Third Degree Team Member,
and, if applicable, each Second Degree Team
Member, who remains to attend the Initiation Banquet.
4. The host District(s) or Council(s) will forward
the Degree Team’s fee to the State Treasurer on
the day the Degree is held or within seven (7) days
of the Degree.

Also, please pass on any relevant information to the
individual taking your place on the executive. This
will help the transition and provide information for
next year’s planning of programs, without reinventing the wheel again.

a) The cheque is made out to “The Knights of
Columbus Alberta/NWT State Council” and
submitted to the State Treasurer.
b) The Team Captain is to inform the State
Treasurer within ten (10) days of the expenses for each Degree, the number of Candidates and the District Deputy in charge.

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued on page 9)
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W

From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Ronald J. Schuster

By Vince R. Reyes

“Enjoy the Moment”

orthy Brother Knights,

Well another Columbian year is coming to a close.
You often wonder where time flies to. There is so
much to do and so much more to achieve within
our great Order and Jurisdiction.
Our Convention 2013 has come and gone. It was
very well attended and very well organized. On that
note, I would like to thank the Organizing Committee for all the hard work and accomplished results
done under the leadership of Brother Don Laurendeau. Thanks to all the Delegates who attended
and made the Convention a success. I hope that
everyone took a little something away to remember and to look forward to at the next Convention
in 2014, to be held in Edmonton.
It has been my pleasure and honour to have served
our members in the capacity of State Advocate for
the last two year. It has not been without a challenge, and at times some very hard decisions had to
be made for the betterment of the Order. Thankyou for having trust in me to be of service to each
and every one of you.
I now look forward to be of service to the Jurisdiction, serving you as your upcoming State Secretary.
As every year goes by, we learn more and face new
challenges in order to make the Jurisdiction better
for our Brother Knights and their families. This coming year will be no different.
I would like to thank our outgoing State Deputy
Gary Johnson for providing leadership to the Jurisdiction, which in itself is a very demanding job. I
would be remiss not to thank his lovely wife Lady
Cheryl for all she has done. She handled a very new
experience with grace and dignity.
A special thanks to Shauna at State Office. How she
does it I don’t know, but she is always there in time
of need. With Linda as her trusted assistant, they
always get the job done.

I

t is an undeniable fact that everything in life, either
good or bad, sooner or later, will come to an end.
That said, since the current Columbian Year is winding
down, let us seize the moment and take advantage of
every opportunity to come together as one family to
celebrate our successes though how big or small it might
ever be – by hosting a Mass, picnic, camping, dinner or
dance. To be a huge success, one of the highlights of any
event should be an awards and appreciation presentation to honour deserving officers, members or families.
By so doing, it will positively set the tone to the next
Columbian Year.
On the flip side, it is prudent not to dwell on our past
mistakes or shortcomings but rather to learn from them,
move forward and look with confidence to the future.
Most importantly, let us concentrate on the present
with all our might and God willing, everything will fall
into place.
On a personal note, I will be forever grateful and extend
a big thank you from the bottom of my heart to all the
delegates at the last State Convention for giving me the
opportunity to serve as the State Advocate for the upcoming Columbian Year.
As well, I offer my heartfelt congratulations and best
wishes to Incoming State Deputy William Smith, my fellow State Board officers, State Directors and Chairmen,
District Deputies, Grand Knights, Council Executive and
to all of you for a most successful and enjoyable Columbian Year 2013-2014.
We commend and admire Father Henry Rosenbaum and
Brother Neil Gannon, outgoing State Chaplain and Immediate Past State Deputy, respectively, for their unselfish contributions to the spiritual growth and well being
of our members. You will be sadly missed, especially at
our board meetings.
Finally, Happy Father’s Day! Have a safe and fun-filled
summer! Blessings to all of you and to your families!
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Warden

(Continued on page 7)
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From the Agency

From the State Pro-Life Chair Couple

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Patrice Roussel

T

erm Plans: For Temporary Needs
Are your life insurance needs temporary? Many people’s
needs are, indeed, temporary – even though they may
be of long duration. Your mortgage, business loans, educational funds, and needs of children at home are some
examples of temporary needs that can be met with term
life insurance.
Term insurance – as its name denotes – remains in effect for the term of the policy. When the term ends,
your coverage stops – although you do have the option
of renewing the policy (for another term) or converting
it to a permanent plan. For these wide-ranging needs,
we offer a full range of term insurance plans. Because
the protection they provide is temporary, these plans
are lower-priced than permanent plans for the same
amount. Here are some of our available policies:
**Annual Renewable Term, **Ultra Premier Term,
**Premier Term, **Level Term Insurance, **Decreasing
Term Insurance
10 Year Term, 15 Year Term, 20 Year Term

P

ermanent Plans

Do you need life insurance that lasts as long as you live?
Our permanent plans give you the security of:
• Knowing your family is protected, as long as all premiums are paid as they come due.
• Knowing your premium will stay the same, regardless of your future health.
• A guaranteed cash value that will grow over time
and can provide a source of funds for future needs.

A

ll our spring events are now behind us; the highlight of the spring being the March for Life. Sometime in
February/March, the Alberta March for Life Association
gave up on planning this year’s March for Life. Many
members of the Knights with past members of the Association entered into discussion and formed a temporary
committee to assure that we would march for life in Alberta. In a short period, all of us involved got together
and lined up all of what was required to host the march,
such as city permit, liability insurance, set up a bank account and start the fund raising to get the event going.
Some of the work was done within the Association and
we used what was already done. All in all everyone
worked toward a common goal. Many Knights did lots of
footwork visiting Councils and Assemblies requesting
help and participation from Brothers and their families.
The result was great. With the help of the Knights we
achieved our financial goals as a majority of the funds
came from Councils and Assemblies. I thank all the other
benefactors as they were just as important. We went to
the Councils and Assemblies because this is where we

Another valuable feature of our permanent life insurance plans is the opportunity to earn policy dividends. While dividends are not guaranteed and are declared annually by the Order's board of directors, our
dividend scale has been - and continues to be - among
the very best in the life insurance industry.
Our permanent plans include:
Whole Life – premiums payable for all of life.
Limited Payment Life – premiums payable for a
shorter period.
• Discoverer – a custom blend of whole life and term
insurance.

•
•

(Continued on page 10)
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From the State Program Director
By Dean Rombough
(Continued from page 4, State Pro-Life Chair Couple)

regularly do our charitable work; we knew our Brothers
would come through.
The theme was chosen from the K of C posters, “Defend
Life”, which many of the marchers carried. The crowd
was estimated to be in excess of 2300 marchers, the
best yet in Alberta. I put this good result on the fact that
we reached people in more than one way over the last
few years and of the footwork done in Edmonton during
the last two months at Churches and Councils. Many
thanks to the Archbishop of Edmonton, Most Reverend
Richard Smith, for hosting a Pro-Life Mass the morning
of the march. The Fourth Degree led the march with
Master Clyde and Marshall Gerald, myself and 18 other
Sir Knights. Thank you Sir Knights for standing out on

B

rother Knights:

I would like to take the opportunity to thank each
Brother Knight and their family as the Columbian year
draws to a close. We had a fantastic annual State Convention, and our Worthy Supreme guest, Natale Gallo,
and State Deputy Gary Johnson presented many program awards.
Having said that, next year more councils need to show
the rest of the Jurisdiction all the hard work and dedication they have put into the Surge for Service program.
Each and every Grand Knight in the Jurisdiction should
put forward submissions for the Surge for Service program awards. The way for a Grand Knight to truly succeed is by earning the Star Council Award and thus fulfill
all criteria in the Surge for Service program. I want to
challenge all Grand Knights not only to fulfill their membership quotas but also all their programs.
I want to take this opportunity to thank the members of
the State Program team for all the hard work and dedication they have given to the Jurisdiction this Columbian
year. Long hours and unheralded work have gone into
making this Columbian year a success, and I want to
thank the team for that.

this event in regalia; you added lots of dignity to the
movement.
There you go Brothers; many came out in support of life.
We Knights promote that we are Pro-Life, and we must
unite together. It’s time to end the inaction, start on the
right foot and book time for life. I know work is important but if you plan, this won’t be so hard. If you were
sick, you would probably take a day off to look after
yourself. In this case you might save a life and isn’t that
very important! Next year’s March for Life is May 8,
2014. Mark your calendar and make next year yet the
best year, Imagine more than 4000 people; wouldn’t
that be great?
WE KNIGHTS ARE PRO-LIFE
WE AFFIRM THIS
LET’S WALK THE TALK!
Patrice & Hélène Roussel
Alberta/NWT Pro-Life Chair Couple
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We had the opportunity to thank the outgoing Brother
Knights at the Convention, but one Brother who was not
there needs a very special thank you. Ed and Jean
Matheson have given so much time to the Order and
the Jurisdiction that I cannot even begin to describe the
amount of work they have put in. Brother Ed has dedicated years and years of hard work to the Order and the
Jurisdiction, and the Knights of Columbus are far better
off because of dedicated members like Ed and his lovely
wife Jean. Many a Financial Secretary is much the wiser
because of Ed, and many a Major Degree or a State Convention has run smoothly with Ed at the helm. Again,
thank you for all your dedication to the Order.
As I mentioned in previous reports, we are still in search
of a Chairman for the State Golf Tournament for the
Columbian year 2013-2014. Please consider hosting this
great fraternal event. You may contact the State Office
who will pass the information on appropriately.
Although we will continue to work and hold meetings
the entire Columbian year, I want to wish each and
(Continued on page 9)
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From the Charitable Foundation

From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Robert Kruchten, President of the ACF

By Larry Ofner

B

rothers:
Your Charitable Foundation had a good
year in 2012. The Executive filed the 2012
Year End Report at the April Convention.
Some of the high points were the rate of return on the
secure investments which was a little over 3% and the
many charities that received donations from the Charitable Foundation. Thanks to all the members and councils for their support in 2012.
During the 2013 Knights of Columbus convention the
Directors held their spring meeting. The following charity donations were approved by the Directors:
1. Vietnamese Dominican Friars $4000.00
2. Robin Hood Association
$2500.00
3. Natural Family Planning
$2000.00
4. Living Water College, Derwent $1000.00
A big event the Foundation is sponsoring is the Clergy/
Knights Golf Day. It will be held on Monday, September
23, 2013 at the Meadowlands Golf Club at Sylvan Lake.
The golf day is held to salute and celebrate the wonderful members of the
clergy we have in this province. We hope
that all councils will make an effort to
come with a foursome which will include
a member of the clergy if possible but
not necessary. The funds raised from this event will go
to the Cornerstone of Faith Campaign. If your Council
cannot support a foursome to participate, a donation of
$125.00 to the Foundation would be appreciated. The
donation will assist the organizers to sponsor some of
the retired priests who hope to golf on September 23rd.

B

rother Knights,

The Marian Hour of Prayer program with the Our
Lady of Guadalupe icon will be ending on June 30th.
In the northern part of the province, there is a full
schedule of prayer services scheduled through both
May and June. The icon will travel with the Silver
Rose between June 9th and June 30th. This will give
22 councils an opportunity to win one of the remaining two icons.
I would like to thank all the councils in Alberta that
held a Marian Hour of Prayer with the Our Lady of
Guadalupe icon over the past two years. Your support of the program was tremendous. God love you
for all your efforts. I also thank Don Laurendeau for
his help and support in southern Alberta over the
last two years.
May God bless every one of you.
Larry Ofner
State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

All Grand Knights should have received the registration
form for the golf day. For more information, please
email or call:
URBAIN ZAK, Co-Chairman
Phone: (403) 347 – 4027; Email: uzak@telus.net
BOB KRUCHTEN, Co-Chairman
Phone: (403) 346 – 5423; Email: rkruchte@telus.net
To all Brothers and their families, I wish and pray that
you have an enjoyable, safe and happy summer.
Fraternally,
Bob Kruchten
Foundation President
Page 6

State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 5, June 2013

From the State Church Director
By Lou Normand

(Continued from page 3, State Advocate)

Not least and most important to me, is my wife
Kathy. She has been there through thick and thin
supporting myself and the Order. Without her support it would be very difficult to maintain the
schedule I have. Words can’t express my sincere
thanks.
To you and your families, please enjoy the beautiful
summer; winter was long enough!

MARCH FOR LIFE

A

great BIG THANK YOU to all the Knights and Sir
Knights who attended and participated in the recent
March for Life in Edmonton. It was a great turnout, possibly twice as much as last year; about 2500 people attended. The Sir Knights leading the March gave it a
stamp of authority and many other Knights helped with
marshaling.

God Bless you and your family.
Vivat Jesus!
Brother Ron Schuster
State Advocate
(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

As a last reminder, be people who communicate. Communication is such an important way to get ideas and
actions across. Make it a habit to speak to a Brother
Knight every week, to one you haven’t talked to for the
last year. We all need to talk to each other.
May God bless you and your families now and in the
future.
Vivat Jesus!
Fr. Henry Rosenbaum, SAC
State Chaplain
(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

Over the past several years I have met many members and their families from Pincher Creek to Fort
McMurray and Medicine Hat to Edson. I am looking
forward to meeting you again as the State DeputyElect, chosen at the April Convention in Calgary.
Thank you for the support. We have put a team together to guide us through 2013-2014 that is available and waiting to serve you and your families.
Drive carefully. Again, thank you for your support.
William Smith
State Secretary
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DEVELOPMENT and PEACE
I had the opportunity to represent our State Council at
the recent provincial Development and Peace Conference held in Edmonton on the weekend of April 26 to
28. Participants at this conference included representatives from diocesan committees from each diocese in
the province. Participants were very appreciative that
the Knights would send a representative to this conference.
The Canadian bishops established the Development and
Peace program about 40 years ago to undertake Catholic development in poor countries of the world. Most of
you are aware of the Share Lent campaign in most parishes, where a request for funds is made for activities in
developing countries.
CIDA, the development arm of the Canadian government has recently cut about 50% of funding for Development and Peace; so there is a lot of revision of programs. Archbishop Smith spoke to the group on Sunday
morning and explained that he attended recent meetings and is now giving more direction to this program.
The bishops set it up, so they should provide policy direction to this organization.
A key observation during the weekend is that Councils
should take the opportunity to invite their parish Social
Justice/Development and Peace committees to make a
presentation to them before the Council meeting.
Knights should be more aware of their activities and
perhaps be involved in some of these activities. This is a
suggestion for the coming year.
God Bless,
Lou Normand,
State Church Director
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WINNERS OF THE CHARITIES APPEAL RAFFLE
Paul Froment, Charities Appeal Chairman presents the keys to the winner of the 2013 Lincoln, Hien
Tran from Calgary. Selling Council was Father Albert
Newman #8470.
Winner (below) of the 2013 Ford F150 was John
Klovansky from Grimshaw, AB. Selling Council was
Holy Family, Grimshaw #5368.

(Above) Knights of Columbus Honour Guard and Edmonton
Chapter President Marvin Sigfuson and V.P. Julian Hnatiw
recognize and thank Debbie Filevichl for being the Knights’
contact and coordinator for St. Joseph’s High School-Father
Michael Troy Basketball Tournament for the past 15 years.

(Below) Padre Night at Airdrie on February 7, 2013.
Bill Smith (foreground), other State Board Officers
(background) and many Brother Knights and clergy all
munching away happily!

Karen Saunders, Volunteer Director for Special Olympics
Alberta receives cheques from Michael Isakeit, the Knights’
State Chairman of Special Olympics. Cheques presented:
$1,000 (KofC Supreme for Alta. Special Olympics), $2,000
(KofC Alta/NWT for Alta. Special Olympics) and $3,000
(KofC Alta/NWT for NWT Special Olympics).
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From the State Communications & PR Director
By Michael Anctil

H

Knights from Santa Maria Goretti Council #12836 in
Edmonton present a cheque to the Director of the Marian
Centre. Affiliated with Madonna House Apostulate, the
money will be used by the Centre for food, toiletries,
clothing for the needy and less fortunate.

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in
a State Affairs publication can send it to the
State Office via email at: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg format please.
Please provide a brief description of picture.
(Continued from page 2, State Treasurer)

c) The sponsoring body of the Initiation will
absorb any loss or profit accruing from the
Initiation.
Have a Safe Summer and remember that the
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Councils operate 12
months of the year.
W. Charles Russell, State Treasurer
(Continued from page 5, State Program Director)

every Brother Knight and his family a restful and fun
filled summer. I look forward to the opportunity to
working with each of you in the 2013-2014 Columbian
year.
REMEMBER: EVERY PROGRAM REPRESENTS
A MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT OPPORTUNITY
Vivat Jesus!
Dean Rombough, State Program Director
State Affairs, Volume 16, Number 5, June 2013

ello again Brother Knights,

I would like to start my report with a big thank you to
our Worthy State Deputy Gary Johnson. Brother Gary
placed a lot of trust in me when he asked me to be our
Jurisdiction’s Communication and PR Director. I was
overwhelmed with the responsibility of this portfolio. I
even resigned at first, but with the encouragement of
State Deputy Gary and Supreme Director Mickey Casavant, I continued on. What I failed to realize was the
incredible team that was already in place. Joseph Duenas, John Luk, Jim Danielson, Al Girard, Ed Matheson
and Tony Lemay have my sincere gratitude for everything that they do.
When I first joined the Knights, one of the first functions
that I attended was a State Hockey Tournament in St.
Albert. During one of the games one of our players
broke his leg and was hospitalized. We visited him there
but we had to return to Medicine Hat. Brother Gary visited this player every day while he was hospitalized. I
was very impressed that this stranger would take the
time to visit. A great introduction to what the Knights
are all about. As our Worthy State Deputy finishes his
term, I want to again thank Gary and his wife Cheryl for
all that they have sacrificed and contributed to our Jurisdiction.
Thank you to Father Henry Rosenbaum for his many
years as our State Chaplain. Father Henry’s spiritual
leadership was always insightful and thought provoking.
Father’s Formation Programme has been an invaluable
tool for all Council meetings.
Congratulations to our State Deputy-Elect Bill Smith on
his successful election to State Deputy. Brother Bill has
asked me to continue on in my current portfolio as he is
aware that we are planning new and innovative ways to
improve the way we communicate with each other. I’m
pleased to report that the Communications Team is
mostly staying on with the exception of Brother Ed
Matheson. Brother Ed has been a great role model and
we will miss him. Thank you Ed. “Just do It!” I’m also
pleased to announce that there will be two new members joining our team. Brother Adam LaGrange will be a
(Continued on page 10)
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From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

From the State Coats for Kids Chairman

By Brian Strawford

By Julian Hnatiw

W

orthy Brothers,

I thank you for your generous support.
For donations, please make
your cheques payable to:
Alberta K of C State Council
and send it to:
K of C State Council Office,
#4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, Alberta
T4N 1S1

W

Thank you for supporting vocations!

Keep those donations rolling in to:

orthy Brother Knights,

Alberta-NWT State Office
Coats for Kids
#4, 5579 – 47 Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1

Brian Strawford
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

Proud to be a supportive Council!
(Continued from page 9, State Communications and PR Director)

photographer for Red Deer and central Alberta. Lito
Soco will be another photographer for the Edmonton
area. We are looking for photographers in other areas of
the Jurisdiction. If you’re interested please contact me.
We need to promote our good works to our membership, our Church and our communities.
I want to thank everyone who has contributed information for the State website. The website will only continue to be informative if we receive items of interest.
Thank you to Shauna and Linda for all that they do but
especially for the State Affairs newsletter.
Have a fantastic and safe summer. Please contact me
with any concerns or comments that you may have in
regards to Communications and Public Relations.
God Bless,

Michael Anctil
State Communication and PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
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Vivat Jesus!
Julian Hnatiw
State Coats for Kids Chairman
(Continued from page 4, General Agent)

DuaLife – a custom blend of whole life and term,
insuring two lives, payable upon the 2nd person's death.

•

A Word About Policy Dividends
Policy dividends represent a distribution to policy owners of surplus funds resulting from favorable investment, expense or claims experience. Because of this,
they cannot be guaranteed, and may increase or decrease based on the Order's actual and anticipated results.
For more information, you can call your local Benefit
Advisor or the Regional office of AB/NWT at
403-343-2242. You may also contact us by email at
bouchardagencymail.kofc.org.
Marc G. Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent: AB/NWT
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From the State Family Director
By Terry Stychyshyn

G

rand Knights,
The family is the original cell of social life. It is the natural society in which husband and wife are called to give
themselves in love and in the gift of life. Authority, stability, and a life of relationships within the family constitute the foundations for freedom, security and fraternity within society. The family is the community in which
from childhood one can learn moral values, begin to
honour God and make good use of freedom. Family life
is an initiation into life in society.
The Knights of Columbus continue to provide the opportunity for members and their families to grow in their
relationships and to give of themselves to the community, fraternally within society, through their Family
Awards program.
It is with great respect that we honour families every
month for their contributions to God, the church and
the community in which they live. We congratulate each
and every family that participated by providing the program with their achievements this year and especially to
those who were chosen as monthly winners.
I would like to thank the Grand Knights for forwarding
the names of their families and their contributions and
achievements within the environment of the church,
community and faith in God. We also ask that all
Brother Knights continue to support the families within
your councils and to encourage them to work in union
within your councils, enriching the church, community
and faith in God. This will definitely reflect and evangelize society as a whole.

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

The 2013 March For Life on May 9 was again a great
success! Father Jim Corrigan of St. Theresa’s Parish in
Edmonton delivered the Opening Prayer at the Alberta
Legislature on May 9 and then participated in the March
to Churchill Square, along with myself and many Knights
of Columbus including many of our Fourth Degree Honour Guards.
An unfortunate fact of life is that again this past year,
we have lost almost 200 Brother Knights in Alberta/
NWT, the same number that we lost the year before.
That’s why we must heed our Supreme Knight Carl
Anderson’s continuing message to encourage every
Catholic gentleman to join our Order and share the
benefits of how membership enriches our lives as well
as the lives of our families.
So, as we begin our 2013-2014 Columbian Year, let’s
look around our Parish community and reach out to one
or two Catholic gentlemen and invite them to join our
Order. We know what it has done for us. Let’s share it!
To those of you who will return as a District Deputy or
who have been asked to serve as a District Deputy for
the first time for the 2013-2014 Columbian Year, I look
forward to seeing you on July 6-7, 2013 at our District
Deputies Meeting & Installation of Officers at the Holiday Inn South in Red Deer.
As this is my final year as State Deputy, I want to say a
sincere Thank You to all of you on behalf of Cheryl and
myself for your support over the last two years! It has
been an experience that we will not forget!

I would like to take this opportunity once again to congratulate the Family of the Year for 2013. Brother Sal
Ficaccio family from Council #14492 in Chestermere, AB.
were honoured at the State Deputy’s Banquet at the
State Convention held in Calgary, AB. May God bless
them as they continue to contribute in Charity and Love
for God, their own family, their Church and in their Community.

To State Deputy-Elect Bill Smith and our newly elected
Board Members, I look forward to working with you as
Past State Deputy for the 2013- 2014 Columbian Year!

May God bless everyone with a great relaxing summer.
Please continue with your submissions to the Family
Program throughout the summer. See you in the next
Columbian year!

Gary Johnson
State Deputy Alberta/NWT

On behalf of my wife Cheryl and myself, we wish you all
an enjoyable and safe summer!
Vivat Jesus!

Terry Stychyshyn
State Family Director
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CONDOLENCES

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to:
The family of Irene Mary Stroich who passed away
in February of this year. She is the mother of Kevin
Stroich, F.S. for Steve Mackevic Council #7938,
The family of Sir Knight Zdzislaw (Mike) Mazur,
founding member and Treasurer of the Father Jan
Otlowski Council #14497 and the Outer Sentinel of
Holy Name Assembly #2694.
The family of Barney Markowski of Holy Family
Council #4957 who passed away Monday, June 3rd.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

2014 STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT
We are still looking for a Council(s) to
host next year’s Golf Tournament.
Councils, please consider hosting, or
collaborating with other councils in
hosting the 2014 State Golf Tournament. Thank you!
(The application form will be included
in this mail out package.)
tate Affairs is published by the AlbertaNorthwestTerritories State Council. Material
submitted for publication remains the property
of the Alberta-Northwest Territories State
Council unless a self-addressed, stamped
envelope is provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB T1B 1L9
E-Mail: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058
State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca
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2013 State Golf Tournament is Saturday,
August 24, 2013 at the Whitecourt Golf & Country
Club. (Dinner and prizes to take place after golf.)
Entry Fee is $130.00 (Extra Ticket $20).
Registration deadline and payment due by August
1st. To register, sponsor or donate prizes call Steve
Roche at 780-706-6441 or email:
sroche23@yahoo.com.
For more information contact Alex Chiasson at
780-268-1484 or Leo Zelinski at 780-778-6678.
(Hosted by St. Joseph’s Council #7299.)

2013 State Hockey Tournament is
February 28-March 1 & 2, 2014 in Stettler.
Contact person is Laurence Fisher at
403-323-0687. More details to follow.
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)
A Father’s Day Prayer
God our Father, we give You thanks and
praise for fathers young and old.
We pray for young fathers, newly embracing their vocation. May they find courage and
perseverance to balance work, family and faith in
joy and sacrifice.
We pray for fathers around the world
whose children are lost or suffering. May they
know that the God of compassion walks with them
in their sorrow.
We pray for men who are not fathers but
still mentor and guide us with fatherly love and
advice.
In Your Holy name, O God, we pray. Amen.
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain
“Let us begin our Columbian
year with hearts that are open to the
grace of the Holy Spirit and hands
that are ready to turn our prayers
into action.”

“We want to provide every
Catholic gentleman and his family the
opportunity that our families have. “

William J. Smith

B

rother Knights, Spouses and Family,

Thank you for having the trust and confidence to select
me as your State Deputy at the April convention. The
Board and Directors have a solid team of leaders in
place for the next Columbian Year. The leadership goals
however cannot be met without the whole team of
every member of the Knights of Columbus in Alberta/
NWT, their spouses and their families. This Year means
going back to the basics on some items and thinking
outside the box for other changes.
Father Henry Rosenbaum has been honoured several
times over the past few weeks, and I will miss his guidance and support, except when I’m driving. For that I
need his prayers. Father Jim Corrigan has taken over the
reins as State Chaplain, and has worked with Father
Henry in understanding the needs of the Jurisdiction.
Membership this year will still be a priority, but not on
its own. We want to provide every Catholic gentleman
and his family the opportunity that our families have.
We need youth and vigor to grow in our Order and to
bring in new faces and ideas so to continue our growth
and change within the society we live in, yet maintain
our Christian values and morals. They are out there in
our parishes and communities; we just have to ask
them.

Fr. Jim Corrigan

G

ood Day Worthy Brothers,

I greet you at this moment in time as the rookie in my
new and very privileged role as State Chaplain. Brothers,
my name is Fr. Jim Corrigan and I presently serve as pastor of St. Theresa and Corpus Christi parishes in the
southeast corner of Edmonton. I have been a Knight
since 2002 and a Fourth Degree since 2006. During this
time I have been Chaplain of four councils and am a
charter member of the Fr. Joseph R. MacDonald Fourth
Degree Assembly (#2963) out of Wetaskiwin, as well as
our newest Knights’ Council, Fr. Michael J. Troy
(#15290). I can say with sincerity that my experiences
with the Knights of Columbus have always been positive
and I have always felt your fraternal love and support
wherever I have served. Those men they call Knights are
an integral and important component in the life of our
Church. This is combined with the unwavering support
they provide for our pastors throughout God’s Church.
In His wisdom, God knew that I needed to be busy in
order to be effective and yes, to keep out of trouble,
and so for the last five years He has blessed me with the
leadership of St. Theresa’s, home of a very active St. Peter’s Council (#7070). St. Theresa’s is thought to be the
largest parish in the province, seating 1500 folks with
five Sunday Masses celebrated and the boast of serving
5000 Catholic families. I have also been blessed with the
task of securing the resources necessary to build the
new parish of Corpus Christi, which will also seat 1500

(Continued on page 12)
(Continued on page 9)

W

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Ronald J. Schuster

By W. Charles Russell

orthy Brother Knights,

In the last couple of months the State Board and Directors have made their way across most of the Jurisdiction, except for the Northern Region which will be done
in September. During the Regional Seminars, which had
great turn outs in Edmonton and Calgary, although not
very good turn outs in Lethbridge and Red Deer, we
heard a number of good ideas which will be discussed at
the State Board level. We will see if we can implement
some of those ideas. Thanks to those who were able to
attend.
The Regional Seminars are for you the Grand Knights.
The purpose is to provide information in order for your
Council to achieve results that will benefit your Council
and its members. Failing to have someone from your
Council attend these meetings, in order to bring back to
your members those ideas or to voice your ideas, is a
deterrent.
There were great ideas for Charity, the First Degree of
our Order. We are there for the people in our community and parishes who require assistance. The great
Knights of our Alberta/NWT Jurisdiction have come to
the forefront with the flood disasters which effected
many parts of the Province. Everything from donations
of clothes, appliances, etc. and of course the shovel on
the ground to help clean up was very well received by
those in need. Supreme stepped up to the plate with a
$10,000.00 donation allocated for food and clothing.
Thanks to all those Brother Knights who have contributed their support toward this tragic event.
In summary please always keep those in mind that require our assistance and prayers. Please remember that
the State Board and its Directors are there for you as a
resource and for assistance.
God Bless you and your families.

Ron Schuster
State Secretary
Alberta/NWT

B

rother Knights,

We are one month into our Columbian Year and much
has been accomplished.
The District Deputies’ Organizational meeting was held
on the first weekend in July. The following weekend, the
Council Executive training took place in Edmonton and
St Paul. The weekend of July 19 & 20, Council Executive
training was held in Red Deer, Calgary and Lethbridge.
Financial Training Officers came up from the USA to do
training for the Financial Secretaries and Treasurers.
Many Councils and Brother Knights have sent financial
assistance for the flood victims in southern Alberta. Our
Supreme Council contributed money as well as many
Councils from across Canada and the United States.
Members and their families have spent many hours
helping families whose homes were destroyed by the
floods. There is still much work to be done and volunteers are still needed as well as financial assistance.
On another note, when cheques from the State Board
are issued to Councils or members, please cash them as
soon as you receive them. I often have cheques that
become stale dated and new ones need to be re-issued.
Budget figures can be affected as well, if cheques cross
over from one year to the next.
The Charities Appeal reports for our last draw have been
submitted to AGLC, as well as the request for a license
for the 2013/2014 draws. The Councils’ share of the last
proceeds will be announced as soon as AGLC reviews
our reports.
We will have two vehicles again this year, a car and a
truck. The tickets will be five dollars ($5.00) each and
will be in books of eight (8). We are hoping to have the
books out to the Councils by mid-September.
The Early Bird draw for ten thousand dollars
($10,000.00) will be on January 19, 2014 in Calgary. The
major draw for the two vehicles will be on March 1,
2014 at the State Hockey Tournament Banquet in Stettler.
Have a GREAT COLUMBIAN YEAR!
W. Charles Russell
State Treasurer
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Y. Mendita

“Life is Good”

I

n reality, life has been good to us by giving us so
many chances on so many matters. Needless to say,
we must seize these chances before they run out.

Realistically, the start of a Columbian Year presents to
us a golden opportunity to reflect on the past and to
move forward to the present, to enjoy our successes
and at the same time rectify our shortcomings, errors
and omissions.
That said, as leaders and members of this great Jurisdiction, we should work as one unit, a unified team, sharing common goals and vision – to achieve peak performance and experience success in the areas of membership recruitment and retention, programs and insurance. In other words, by working hard as a team, we can
achieve anything, even move mountains, so to speak.
Truthfully, the word T.E.A.M. means: “Together Everyone Achieves More”. Vince Lombardi summarized it best
when he said: “Individual commitment to a group effort
—is what makes a team work, a company work, a society work, a civilization work.”
On another note, as your new State Advocate, one of
my main duties is to act as Chairman of the State Resolutions Committee, the primary function of which is to
study, scrutinize and recommend action on all resolutions (except ongoing and nominations) to the Annual
State Council Meeting. Over the past several years, we
have noticed that fewer resolutions have been submitted and deliberated at the annual meeting. We would
like to encourage all councils, through the Grand
Knights, to submit resolutions on or before January 31,
2014. We look forward to a livelier and meaningful State
Convention in Edmonton on April 26, 27, and 28, 2014.
On a cheerful note, welcome aboard Father Jim Corrigan!
I was proud to be a part of the “Silver Rose Run” on June
9 at St. Anthony’s Parish in Lloydminster, in the presence of Fr. Rajappa Savariappan. Together with PSD Neil
Gannon, State Program Director Dean Rombough,
Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman Larry Ofner, DD #20
Gerald Aalbers and GK Ray Benoit, we received the Silver Rose from Brother Chris Boncharski, State Advocate
of the Saskatchewan State Council.
(Continued on page 7)
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W

arm greetings to everyone!

First of all, I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to everyone for a great, fruitful and successful
Columbian Year. It has been my pleasure and honour to
serve as Ceremonial Chairman for the last two years. It
was a very challenging but rewarding experience to be
of service in our Jurisdiction. On the other hand, I wish
to thank all the delegates at the last Annual Convention
for giving me an opportunity to serve as your new State
Warden for this 2013-14 Columbian Year. Also, my
heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to all new officers who have been elected and appointed.
The first month of the new Columbian Year started with
the installation of the State Board and District Deputies,
as well as the District Deputies’ Organizational meeting
held in Red Deer. It was followed by Regional Leadership
Seminars conducted across the province: Edmonton, St.
Paul, Red Deer, Calgary and Lethbridge. We are indeed
very confident that you have learned new things and
become more knowledgeable of all important information in all areas.
In this issue, I would like to discuss briefly ideas on how
to manage a productive meeting:
1. Meetings should be like a visit to the dentist, quick
and painless. A meeting without a handout Agenda
is like a call to chaos.
2. Keeping meetings on time is a huge challenge but
you just have to do it. We all have busy schedules
and you have to respect other people’s time.
3. Careful planning and preparation before the meeting is a must.
4. Strong leadership at the meeting is essential.
5. Proper handling of distractions is important. Stick
to the present topic/issue and resolve it with a
motion or table it for the next meeting.
6. Familiarize yourself with Robert’s Rules of Order to
have order & decorum.
7. Use of performance standards are used to increase
the effectiveness of people who are contributing to
the objectives of the group.
8. Show good human relations – (value people, be an
active listener and be tactful.
9. Show common courtesy (“Give, don’t seek credit”;
be consistent, be willing to lose face, cultivate a
(Continued on page 10)
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From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Grant M. Mann

Don't assume you can't afford
Disability Income Insurance!

Why Is Recruiting So Important?

O

ne of the biggest mistakes you can make regarding disability insurance is to assume you
can't afford it or you won't qualify. Before you
make that assumption, do some basic research and
apply for coverage through the Knights of Columbus. The Order’s Income Armor product gives you
options that can help you fit this critical protection
into your risk management budget.
For example, here are two ways you can reduce
your premium:
1. Choose a two-year or five-year maximum
benefit period.
Depending on your age, the best option is probably
a policy that pays benefits until you reach age 67.
But a two-year or five-year maximum benefit period would cover many types of partial or total disabilities you might encounter in your working life.
2. Choose a longer elimination period.
An elimination period is the number of days a total
disability must exist before benefits begin to accrue. Typical elimination periods are 30, 90, or 180
days. Choosing a longer elimination period lowers
the policy’s premium. But be sure you have enough
set aside in your business's contingency fund to account for the longer gap.
Running a small business and the challenges of risk
management are two of our specialties. Talk to
your Professional Benefit Advisor about how to protect your business income, your retirement needs,
and your family's financial future.
For the name of your Agent, please call Alberta/
NWT regional office at 403-343-2242; you can also
email bouchardagencymail@kofc.org.
Marc G. Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent: AB/NWT

A

ll Brother Knights that receive this newsletter
should give serious prayer and thought to encourage at
least one Catholic gentleman, that you know, to consider joining the Knights for the following practical reasons:
1. Catholic husbands and fathers need to provide
for the financial needs of their families in the
event they become incapacitated due to illness
or injury or heaven forbid they die prematurely.
The Knights of Columbus will ensure that a professional insurance representative--one of our
Fraternal Benefits Advisor--will meet with them
on a regular basis, for the rest of their lives, to
ensure that insurance they can afford is in place
to care for their family’s financial needs.
2. Catholic husbands and fathers will one day
stand before God and be asked if they did everything possible to prepare their wives and their
children for an eternity in Heaven. Studies show
that when the mother alone brings the children
to church 30% of those children continue to
practice their faith as adults but when the father
and the mother bring their children to church,
75% of the children continue to practice their
faith as adults.
As important as it is for Catholic men to provide for the
financial well being of their families through proper insurance, the eternal well being of their families is far
more important.
Over the past 50 years, attendance at Mass on Sunday
has gone down dramatically as a percent of the total
population in the U.S. and Canada, and yet during this
same period, membership in the Knights of Columbus
has risen from 500,000 to 1.8 million Catholic men.
These men that join the Knights receive regular and lifelong Catholic formation from:
1. The First, Second and Third Degree Initiations
that were written by Father McGivney
2. The monthly opportunity to reflect on Catholic
issues raised in the Columbian magazine
3. Regular prayer and spiritual formation at our
Council Meetings
4. Performing acts of charity through the events
we plan and sponsor for our parishes and communities.
(Continued on page 7)
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From the State Program Director

From the Culture of Life Chair Couple

By Dean Rombough

By Patrice Roussel

W

orthy Brother Knights,

A CULTURE OF LIFE MESSAGE:

Welcome to a new Columbian Year. Please let me take a
moment to introduce the Program Team for this Columbian Year:
State Program Director - Dean Rombough
Asst. State Program Director - Brad Cody
State Church Director - Willis Winter
Pennies for Heaven - Brian Strawford
Marian Hour of Prayer - Larry Ofner
Vocations - John Leszkowicz
Wheelchair Foundation - Ricky Finzel
Father McGivney Guild - Bill Smith (Jules to help)
State Community Director - Don Laurendeau
Special Olympics - Michael Isakeit
Culture of Life Couple - Patrice & Hélène Roussel
Respect for Life Oratorical - Marc Vincent
State Council Director - William Potvin
Charities Appeal - Ray Martin
Name Tags - Don Laurendeau
State Hockey – Laurence Fisher
2013-2014 Annual Meeting - Gerald Bernakevitch
State Family Director - Terry Stychyshyn
State Youth Director - Julian Hnatiw
State Scholarship - Ron Schuster
Basketball Free Throw - Gregory Amerongen
This is a very dynamic team that I am excited to be
working with. If they can be of any help to your Council,
do not hesitate to contact them.
Gentlemen, let me suggest that the passing grade for
any given council this year is the Star Council Award
from Supreme. Other than the membership requirements for the Star Council Award, these are the 20132014 featured programs that will help you achieve this
coveted award:
Church Activities - RSVP – for every $500 to a seminarian the council receives $100 from Supreme.
Community Activities - Habitat for Humanity - 200-man
hours service from council plus minimum donation of
$1000.
Community Activities - Global Wheelchair Mission - at
least 1 case of 100 chairs.
Council Activities - Special Olympics - minimum 200 man
hours plus a minimum of $2000 donation.
(Continued on page 11)
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“Be prepared and walk the talk!”

T

he beginning of a new year, Culture of Life/Pro-life
is still at the top of the list as we all know abortions are still happening. Last year I saw lots of movement within councils in support of life. The result was
our best March for Life in Alberta yet. That sounds
pretty good except that this fact only reached 2300 people. I have heard Brothers saying that they hold their
own activities, which is great, but that is still a small
number considering the number we represent as
Knights. What came to mind for me during the March
for Life was that the Knights at Supreme say we are a
culture of life; our State Council supports our Supreme
Knight. Not one council has opposed the evidence that
the Knights are supportive of this culture of life. If that is
the reality we live in, I believe it is now time we walk the
talk.
What does that mean to every one of us? Each Knight
needs to commit time for life. Each council should assist
a pro-life group in their area or at a provincial level, by
volunteering some time or by raising funds for them.
They should also consider a donation to us, your Culture
of Life chair Couple, as we need funds to provide material at conventions. Look me up in the Roster.
The councils should take part in Life Chains the first
weekend of October; you may find information on the
site at campaignlifecoalition.com. If your area does not
have a Life Chain, consider organizing it. Contact the
Campaign Life Coalition to get the posters and other
required information to get started. Life chains are quiet
demonstrations with prayers for one hour in localities
supporting it. Check with your local pro-life groups and
even your local parishes as they may have a Mass or
another function planned in the weeks to come.
The summit event of the year, The Alberta March for
Life, will be held next spring on Thursday, May 8, 2014.
Yes, I give you the date now so that you can mark your
agenda and book the day. No excuses; all of us one at a
time, will make a difference.

(Continued on page 12)
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From the Charitable Foundation

From the State Church Director

By Robert Kruchten, President of the ACF

By Willis Winter

CHARITY AND UNITY

ello Brothers,

C

Welcome to Brad Cody
The Board of Directors of the Alberta Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation welcomes Brad Cody as a
Director to the Board. Brad is well known to the Knights
of this province as he has worked very hard to promote
Knights’ activities locally and provincially. Recently he
was the provincial Membership Chair and State Board
Treasurer. Brad is a lawyer practising in St. Albert. His
special areas of law are wills and estates, corporate
commercial and real estate conveyance. The Board is
delighted to welcome Brad with his enthusiasm and expertise.

Donations- Southern Alberta Floods
The Charitable Foundation is happy to accept donations
for the southern Alberta flood victims and issue charitable receipts. If you wish to make a general donation, just
state this with your donation cheque. If you wish to
make the donation to a specific cause, i.e. the Catholic
Church in High River or St. Francis in downtown Calgary,
state the specifics accordingly with your donation
cheque. Donations can be mailed to the State Office.

Salute the Clergy Golf Day
ALBERTA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
CLERGY AND KNIGHTS GOLF TOURNAMENT
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2013
MEADOWLANDS GOLF CLUB, SYLVAN LAKE,
AB (On Hwy #11 – about 10-12 minutes west of Hwy #2)
“Net proceeds will be donated to the Cornerstone of Faith Campaign.”
(Building of St. Joseph’s Seminary & Newman Theological College)
**Councils are encouraged to sponsor their clergy and
Knights; spouses of Knights are welcome.
**Registration fee is $125.00 per golfer. This provides
green fees, a cart, morning snack, hot dog lunch, prizes
and a supper banquet.
**The Organizing Committee is welcoming golfer registration. Please register as soon as possible.

algary, High River, and Lac-Megantic were scenes
of great tragedy in recent days. They were also scenes of
great charity, too. Some examples:

Oil service companies provided pumping trucks to remove flood waters from High River. The Red Cross provided emergency supplies to citizens in Calgary and High
River. The University of Lethbridge is providing temporary accommodation to people who lost their homes.
The Salvation Army provided meals to the firefighters
and municipal workers in Lac-Megantic.
Will these examples of charitable works inspire you and
your council to perform new acts of charity? Consider
activities that involve giving some of our time to others
– it’s a great way to build fraternal ties with others.
Start by asking your Chaplain or Pastor where your
Council can assist in meeting the parish’s greatest need.
Some other examples:
• Driving seniors to Mass on Sunday
• Visiting the sick and shut-in and delivering communion to them
• Working at a soup kitchen
• Visiting the poor as in the Welcome Home and All
Roads Lead Home programs
• Volunteering for Habitat for Humanity or St. Vincent
de Paul
• Setting up a choir for Christmas and visiting seniors
lodges
Charity is the first principle of our order. Look for activities which involve your members in performing acts of
charity. If you are short-handed, invite members of
your parish to assist you in the charitable activity. Actively helping others in a fraternal setting gives them a
chance to see first-hand what being a Knight of Columbus is all about. It will also build bridges to prospective
new members. This builds unity.
I invite you to ask your Chaplain what acts of charity
could fulfill needs in your parish.
Vivat Jesus!
Willis Winter
State Church Director

(Continued on page 12)
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From the State Vocations Chairman
(Continued from page 4, State Membership Director)

By John Leszkowicz

VOCATIONS PROGRAMS 2013-14

T

he Knights of Columbus Vocations programs operate within the Church and at her service. Councils
are encouraged to integrate these programs, as much as
possible with existing parish and diocesan efforts. Supreme has posted a Vocations Handbook on their website at (www.kofc.org). Examples of Vocations programs
for 2013-14:
1
RSVP (Refund Support Vocations Program). Councils get $100 returned by Supreme, for each $500 given
to a seminarian, up to a maximum return of $400 annually. See the Vocations Handbook for details. Application forms are on pages 27 &28 of the Council Report
Forms Booklet (also found on the Supreme website).
Annual deadline is June 30.
2
Religious Vocations Awareness in Schools Drawing
Contest. If they choose to initiate this program in their
area, KofC members approach the staff in their local
Catholic elementary schools to ask them to invite each
child in Grade Five to draw a poster promoting the religious orders. Religion and Art are part of the Grade 5
curriculum. Teachers respond positively to the Knights’
leadership in working to motivate the Catholic student
community to be aware of the social, cultural, and religious spirit of the times and how it impacts, for good
and for ill, people’s readiness to heed and answer God’s
call. Up to five prizes of $100 and five prizes of $50 in
the State North Region as well as in the South Region
can be awarded. Prizes are coordinated by the State Vocations Chair. The 2013-14 Council kit with more information to successfully carry out this program will be
posted on the State website soon. Start by finding a willing council member who can approach your local
schools. This year, Calgary Catholic School teachers start
their year and their lesson plans on August 2 (year
round schools) and August 28 (traditional). In the Edmonton District it is August 9 for year round and August
29 for traditional school calendar.
3
Vocations Awareness Days. Contact your Diocesan
Vocations Office to help them organize religious vocations awareness days in schools, colleges or universities.
Sponsor a visit or open house at the nearest seminary,
convent or monastery. Open these to members of the
Knights, their spouses, fellow parishioners and family

This regular and lifelong Catholic formation that men
receive through the Knights is desperately needed in
our modern society that continues to move farther and
farther away from the respect for Divine Wisdom.
In summary Brother Knights, if you know a Catholic gentleman, pray for and encourage him to join the Knights
of Columbus. The financial and eternal well being of his
family may well rest with you.
Respectfully submitted by
Grant M. Mann
State Membership Director
"Making Families Stronger, One Knight at a Time."
(Continued from page 3, State Advocate)

I would like to thank Brother Max Ciesielski, State Reactivation Chairman, for inviting me to be the Ceremonial
Grand Knight during the First Degree Exemplification in
Slave Lake on June 23, 2013. Hats off to the rest of the
team: PSD Wally Streit, Brothers Phil Birch, Max Ciesielski, Joel Tacal, Dennis Shivak, Jim Degenhardt and Guy
Ouellette (Fraternal Service Advisor). Six new members
were initiated for the Father Jean Council No. 10085.
We are confident that with help of the parish priest, Father Jeyapaul Packiasamy, current members and everybody, the Council will be reactivated in the very near
future.
As well, thank you to Brother Grant Mann, State Membership Director, and his wife, Velma, for inviting me
and my wife Ruby, to Lac St. Anne on June 29 during the
Catholic Family Life Conference, wherein Sister Catherine Marie of the Sisters of Life in Toronto, one of the
speakers, emphasized that “in addition to taking the
vows of poverty, chastity, obedience, the Sisters of Life
also vow to protect and enhance the sacredness of human life.” We, the Knights, support this cause!
In closing, St. Thérèse de Lisieux reminds us that:
“Without love, deeds even the most brilliant count as
nothing.”
My Brother Knights, may God bless us and our families!
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Advocate

(Continued on page 10)
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State Convention Opening Mass
(Past) State Chaplain, Fr. Henry Rosenbaum SAC,
(centre), along with priests from six different Rites
within the Catholic Church community and Deacon
Ernie Sehn (far left) welcomed and celebrated Mass for
Brother Knights attending the 2013 Alberta/NWT State
Convention in Calgary in April of this year.

First Degree Exemplification—June 23,
2013—Slave Lake, Alberta

Welcome to six new Brother Knights!
(Front row); Brothers Jim Degenhardt, Max Ciesielski, Wally Streit, Vince Reyes, Phil Birch, Joel
Tacal and Dennis Shivak. (Back row, left to right)
Transfer of the “Silver Rose” from Saskatchewan
to Alberta on June 9, 2013 at St. Anthony’s Parish,
Lloydminster, AB.
(Front row, left to right) Brothers Chris Boncharski
(State Advocate of Saskatchewan
State Council), Larry Ofner and
Ray Benoit.
(Back row, left to right) Brothers
Dean Rombough, Vince Reyes,
Neil Gannon and Gerald Aalbers..

K of C Religious Vocations Drawing Contest
(Archbishop Monahan Council #4878, Calgary)
For Grade V boys and girls; 47 students from St.
Matthew’s and St. William’s schools participated.
(From L to R) Mrs. Helen Muzeynski (Gr. V
teacher), Bro. John Bothwell, Yorick DeJonk (1st
place winner on State level) and Bro. Leo Bunz.
Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it to the
State Office via email at:
stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg format please.
Please provide a brief description of picture.
Page 8
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From the State Family Director
By Terry Stychyshyn

“Family-Together in Our Faith and Our Future”

T

he Knights of Columbus continue to provide the
opportunity for members and their families to
grow in their relationships and give of themselves to the
community fraternally through the Family Awards program.
This year’s theme, “Food for Families”, allows us to work
together to provide this for the families in need in our
communities.
I encourage our councils to ensure they appoint a Family
Director on their council who may then spearhead some
local programs. From these kinds of events you will be
able to encourage families to work together, and you
will be able to forward their names for the Family of the
Month and Family of the Year awards.
It is with great respect that we honour families every
month for their contributions to God, the Church and
the community in which they live. We congratulate each
and every family that participated and provided the program with their achievements this year and especially
those who were chosen as monthly winners.
I would like to thank the Grand Knights for forwarding
the names of their families and their contributions and
achievements within the environment of the Church,
community and faith in God. I also ask that all Brother
Knights continue to support the families within their
councils and encourage them to work in union within
their councils, enriching the Church, community and
faith in God. This will definitely reflect and evangelize
society as a whole. Remember to submit those names,
even throughout the summer!
I would like to take this opportunity once again to congratulate the Family of the Year for 2013, Brother
Salvatore Ficaccio family from Council #14492 in Chestermere, AB, who were honoured at the State Deputy’s
Banquet at the State Convention held in Calgary. May
God bless them as they continue to contribute in charity
and love to God, their family, their Church and in their
community.

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

parishioners and will cost in the range of 16.5 million
dollars to build. We are progressing nicely, once again in
part to the loving support of our many K of C Councils
and Assemblies in the area. We have 12 schools in our
parish community and are committed to having clergy in
each of these schools for classroom visits on a weekly
basis.
All this, to say the Lord has blessed me with a full and
active life of ministry and I love it. I have completed five
wonderful years as the Provincial Spiritual Advisor for
the Catholic Women’s League, Alberta Mackenzie Council, and I truly look forward to working now with the
men of our Church, through the Knights of Columbus in
Alberta/Northwest Territories. My observations to date
are that the Knights are a very well organized, structured and functional body. My initial goal is to continue
the work that dedicated priests like Fr. Henry
Rosenbaum SAC, our past State Chaplain, have so diligently put in place. I will continue Fr. Henry’s Formation
Programme, and I will trust in the guidance of the Holy
Spirit to see where and how I can serve those men they
call Knights.
Brothers, God’s grace is sufficient for us. Let us begin
our Columbian year with hearts that are open to the
grace of the Holy Spirit and hands that are ready to turn
our prayers into action. May our loving God bless you
and your families as we begin another journey through
the Columbian year.
With fraternal best wishes,
Your brother in Christ,
Fr. Jim Corrigan
State Chaplain

May God continue to bless everyone with a great relaxing summer.
Terry Stychyshyn
State Family Director
State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 1, August 2013
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From the State Communications & PR Director
(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

By Michael Anctil

H

ello Brother Knights,

It has been a busy summer with the DD meeting and five
Regional meetings in July. Thank you to State Deputy Bill
for presenting my report in Edmonton and St. Paul and
to Adam LaGrange for presenting it in Red Deer. I attended the Calgary and Lethbridge Regional meetings.
At these meetings we encouraged all DD’s and GK’s to
supply us with a preferred email address to receive the
majority of correspondence from State and Supreme.
I’ve been requesting this for two years with a very low
response. The major complaint about not signing up was
having to check another email. We now offer the choice
of our webmail or having the emails forwarded to your
personal email address. The format will stay the same as
every DD and GK will be assigned a Knights of Columbus
email. The response now has been excellent as all DD’s
and GK’s that attended the summer meetings did sign
up. Adam LaGrange, under guidance from State Technology Chairman Joseph Duenas, will manage the email
addresses and redirect all correspondence to your preferred email account. This will be the main method of
communication from State and Supreme. We plan on
having this completed and functioning mid-August or
the first part of September. If you haven’t sign up for
your email account, please do so now.
Another major project is a completely new website that
will be ready by September 1st. We previewed the new
website at the DD’s meeting and also at the Calgary regional meeting. The comments I’ve received have all
been very positive. It will be very easy to find what
you’re looking for and will contain more information.
We are very excited with the new website and we know
it will benefit everyone.
I’ve received several requests for information in regards
to communications. Hopefully we’ve provided a satisfactory answer. If you need more information or have a
new question please don’t hesitate to contact someone
from the Communications and PR team. Thank you.
State Technology Chairman – Joseph Duenas
Photographer – John Luk – Assistant Technology
Chairman (Calgary)
(Continued on page 11)
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good sense of humor and set a good example.)
10. Learn to use the Basic Motivators – a leader’s task
is to create an environment that is conducive to
self–motivation; an opportunity to achieve goals;
people want to be recognized for the contributions
they make; people are social creatures and want to
be part of the action; people want to learn, grow
and to develop their abilities.
11. Effective follow-up of Agenda items must be pursued immediately.
12. Effectively leading others is a huge challenge but
very rewarding if it shows unity and teamwork
amongst the group.
In the following issues, we will endeavour to discuss the
13 areas of Protocol.
Have a nice and safe summer!
Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Warden
(Continued from page 7, Vocations Chairman)

members. It should be a no pressure visit. A chance to
discover what a modern seminary/convent/monastery is
like, so as to enable lay people to be better prepared to
advise young people who might choose a life in a religious order.
4
Prayers for Vocations. The Bishop of Calgary, Fred
Henry, is quoted on the Diocesan Office of Vocations
website: “Nothing is more effective than ceaseless
prayer for vocations.” Every meeting of the Knights
councils should include prayer for vocations. Contact
pastors to see if they would like to conduct Holy Hours
for Vocations in their parishes. Local vocations committees should cooperate as requested in helping to organize the event. In particular, the committee can generate
publicity to stimulate attendance. If it is not feasible to
have a Holy Hour in a parish, perhaps Mass could be
celebrated monthly for the intention of more priestly
and religious vocations. Good Shepherd Sunday, the
fourth Sunday in Easter, marks the World Day of Prayer
for Vocations. In 2014, this event falls on Sunday, the
11th of May.
John Leszkowicz
State Vocations Chairman,
Cell: (403) 809-7928 Res: (403) 278-7264
E-Mail: jleszko@gmail.com
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From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

From the State Youth Director

By Brian Strawford

By Julian Hnatiw

W

orthy Brothers,

I thank you for your
generous support.
For donations, please make
your cheques payable to:
Alberta K of C State Council and send it to:
K of C State Council Office,
#4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, Alberta T4N 1S1
Thank you for supporting vocations!
Brian Strawford
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

(Continued from page 5, State Program Director)

Family Activities - Food for Families—minimum 1000 lbs
of food plus 100 man hours—for every $500 or 500 lbs.
of food Supreme will refund $100 up to $500.
Culture of Life Activities - Minimum 100 marchers at a
March for Life.
Culture of Life Activitiers - raise funds to cover 1/2 of
cost of ultrasound machine.
Youth Activities - Coats for Kids - minimum of 8 cases
(each case has 12 coats)—1 case from Supreme $284
Supreme takes care of duties.
These are the featured programs. Other programs your
councils participate in are equally worthwhile, and
should be submitted. When your Council completes the
programs, do not forget to submit the programs to the
State Office so that your Council may achieve the recognition deserved at the State Convention.
REMEMBER:
EVERY PROGRAM REPRESENTS A MEMBERSHIP
RECRUITMENT OPPORTUNITY
Have a great Columbian Year.

B

rother Knights,

My name is Julian Hnatiw, and I take care of the Youth
programs (Coats for Kids, Basketball Free Throw, essay
and Squires for State) plus a couple of other less related
items such as the judging of Service Programs awards
for the conventions.
With a great deal of emails and phone calls to Supreme,
a Surge CD on all the programs will be sent out, and all
Grand Knights should have the CD in the next week or
so. PLEASE use the information on the CD as a lot of
work has gone in to this program.
My real purpose for this contact though is to promote
the fall Youth programs: Hockey and Basketball Free
Throw. We put ‘blurbs’ in emails, direct mail, flyers and
post cards to all Grand Knights. We just started this so
that I can get an idea of how many Grand Knights read
these and the effectiveness if they do.
This is also the time to start thinking about Coats for
Kids; winter is just around the corner.
Please feel free to contact me at 780-476-6564 or email
jhnatiw@telus.net.
God bless,
Julian Hnatiw
State Youth Director
(Continued from page 10, State Communications and PR Director)

Photographer-James-Danielson–Edmonton/
Northwest
Photographer – Al Girard – Edmonton/North
Photography –Lito Soco– Edmonton
Photography– Adam LaGrange – Red Deer/Central
Archives Chairman – Tony Lemay
God Bless

Vivat Jesus!
Dean Rombough
State Program Director
State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 1, August 2013

Michael Anctil
State Communication and PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
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(Continued from page 5, State Culture of Life Chair))

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

Remember, we Knights are a Culture of Life.

Program development is another priority. This will provide activities and events that will give new members
and their families an opportunity to see what the Order
can do for them. Current members should encourage
new members to participate, but should also invite
members who have not been visible in the past to also
show why they became members.

I Support a Culture of Life!
This year, I Walk the Talk!
Patrice & Hélène Roussel
Culture of Life Chair Couple

The Degree Ceremonials of the Order have made
changes over the past few years, and the implementation of them will also change this year. We are encouraging family values for the membership, so while the
Saturday degrees will continue, we are going to look
outside the box and schedule them during the week.
This will allow new and ‘older’ members to participate in
the degrees without losing valuable time with their family on the weekend.

(Continued from page 6, Foundation President0)

Send registrations to: (You may register as an individual, pair, threesome, foursome, etc.).
**PLEASE MAKE CHEQUE ($500.00 per team or $125 per
golfer) PAYABLE TO:
“AB K OF C CHARITABLE FOUNDATION”
**PLEASE MAIL REGISTRATION FORM AND CHEQUE TO:

K OF C STATE COUNCIL OFFICE,
C/O URBAIN & BOB,
#4 – 5579 – 47 STREET, RED DEER, AB.
T4N 1S1
Telephone: Urbain: 403-347-4027; Bob: 403-346-5423

Other changes include the many new Grand Knights,
Financial Secretaries and Executive members who have
stepped forward. We are all looking forward to working
together and making this Jurisdiction the best, not for
accolades, but for the communities, where we operate,
to know what we are, what we represent, and what we
can do. We have started out this year by doing just that
with our support for those who are still in need from the
flooding in southern Alberta. The heavy hit area of High
River will need help for months, and possibly years, and
we will be there.
We started the year with the annual Council Training
seminars. We brought in financial trainers from Supreme who were very well received. The guidance they
presented will help the Financial Secretaries provide
financial direction for their council and the maintenance
and updating of membership records, using online records management programs at their fingertips.
Thank you. Have a great summer.

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS AUGUST 31, 2013.
Looking forward to seeing you
at the Clergy Golf Day.

Family – Together in our Faith and Future.
William J. Smith
State Deputy Alberta/NWT

May God bless you and your loved ones this summer.
Fraternally,
Bob Kruchten, Foundation President
Page 12
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Congratulations!
Families of the Month
2013 - 2014
May 2013
Lorand & Heather Szojka
Sid & Angelica Eriavaz

St. Don Bosco Council #8146
Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064

June 2013
Joseph & Sophie Smith
David & Corrie Mildenberger

Edmonton Council #1184
St. Don Bosco Council #8146

July 2013
Stephen & Stephanie Fennelly
Sean & Melanie Blair
Keith & Terry Subero
Don & Faith Case

Edmonton Council #1184
St. Don Bosco Council #8146
Father Albert Newman Council #8470
Father McGrane Council #11952

Winners of the Holy Family Statue
May 2013
Lorand & Heather Szojka

St. Don Bosco Council #8146

June 2013
David & Corrie Mildenberger

St. Don Bosco Council #8146

State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 1, August 2013

Page 13

It is with great sorrow that we announce the passing of:
Brother Cyril Baker on July 22 at the age of 90.
Brother Cyril joined the Knights in 1999 and was an
active participant in many council activities.
Brother Joseph Kelly on August 16. Brother Joseph
was an Honorary Life Member of the Knights with
55 years of continuous service. He was actively involved in the Father Bonner Council #7599.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2014 State Hockey Tournament is
February 28, March 1 & 2, 2014 at Stettler Recreation Centre in Stettler. (Banquet on March 1st.)
Contact Laurence Fisher for more information at:
403-323-0687 or
laurence.fisher@solutioncorp.ca

2014 Annual State Convention
April 25-27, 2014
Mayfield Inn & Suites, Edmonton
Convention Chairman: Gerald Bernakevitch
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)

2013-2014 STATE CURLING
2014 STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT
We are still looking for a Council(s) to
host the 2013-14 Curling and/or 2014 Golf
Tournaments.
Councils, please consider hosting, or
collaborating with other councils in your area
in hosting at least one of these events.
(The application form will be included in this
mail out package.)
Page 14

Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

Saturday, October 19, 2013

Edmonton

Saturday, October 19, 2013

Calgary

Saturday, February 1, 2014

Edmonton

Saturday, February 8, 2014

Calgary

Saturday, February 15, 2014 Fort McMurray
Saturday, February 15, 2014 Medicine Hat
Saturday, March 1, 2014

Wainwright

Saturday, March 16, 2014

Lethbridge

Saturday, March 22, 2014

Red Deer

Saturday, May 3, 2014

Peace River

Saturday, May 24, 2014

Calgary

Saturday, May 31, 2014

Edmonton

tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of
the Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council unless a self-addressed, stamped
envelope is provided. Deadline for
submissions is the 15th day of the month
prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9 OR E-Mail:
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca OR
Telephone: (403) 526-4058
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-6560042 / Fax: (403) 340-3404 / E-Mail:
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October 2013

Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“Your community needs the Knights
of Columbus to support its activities
and events, and new membership will
provide this without burning out the
current members.”
William J. Smith

B

rother Knights, Spouses and Family,

We are well into the year 2013-2014. I have travelled to
a few locations and have seen good things happening.
Membership drives are scheduled throughout the Jurisdiction. High River is starting the recovery process from
the major floods in June. Father Ed has held masses outdoors, and a pig roast was served up to the parish after
one mass in early September. Comforters, bedding,
clothes, toiletries and small appliances from all corners
of the province have been delivered, and the remainder
has been stored for future deliveries. Fraternalism is
high in Alberta and growing.
Our seminars were finished for this summer with the
recent trip to Grande Prairie by a few Directors. Thank
you for your hospitality and fraternalism during these
trips, and we thank you for taking the time away from
your families to attend. Anyone who missed the information sessions can contact their District Deputy or a
State Board representative to get the information. Some
of the information is on the State website, and for the
Financial Secretaries, please check the Supreme website. You should have received information, including a
tentative password to gain access, from Supreme in one
of their various mail outs. All District Deputies, Grand
Knights and Financial Secretaries should have access to
information on the Supreme website. The required
forms and the scheduled due dates are on the Supreme
website. Please use this.

“The added bonus is that it is
like-minded Catholic men working
and playing (bonus points) together
all for the common good that is
humanity.”
Fr. Jim Corrigan

H

appy Thanksgiving Worthy Brothers,

Though it is celebrated largely as a secular gathering of
family and friends, Thanksgiving too, arose out of the
first settlers on the shores of North America. It is interesting to ponder what our relatives endured upon their
arrival here in the new land, a land unknown and foreign, a land that they were no doubt ill-equipped to survive in, as things in Europe were pretty well established
by that point in history. But it speaks to the perseverance, the fortitude, the courage and yes the faith in
God, of our forefathers and mothers. The essentials of
food, clothing and shelter that you and I take for
granted were hard fought for by these men and their
families.
As we gather with our loved ones during this fall season
may we always be aware and grateful for the sacrifices
made by our ancestors who arrived to prepare the way
for us. May we too give thanks to God for the many
blessings in our lives, particularly our families and loved
ones. Another blessing that may not be so evident to us
is the Knights of Columbus, an organization that Fr. Michael J. McGivney founded specifically to serve those
new immigrants who were struggling in a new land.
More practically speaking though, today the K of C provide you and I with a very effective conduit to respond
in gratitude for the blessings that give meaning to our
lives.

(Continued on page 12)
(Continued on page 7)

W

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Ronald J. Schuster

By W. Charles Russell

orthy Brother Knights,

The new Columbian year is upon us and with it brings a
couple of house cleaning items to address. Please make
sure that all Council Executives are in place and that all
members holding Executive positions have been installed. As well, Worthy Grand Knights, please make
sure that all the information required, to be sent to Supreme and to State regarding the GK, Council Priest and
FS, has been completed in full.
Isn’t technology a wonderful tool to have in today’s
world?? Or is it?? We can get onto our computers, iPads
or Smartphones and talk or text to any one at any time
we choose. We get emails telling us of the important
things we should know about; facebook lets everyone
know what we do in our everyday life whether you send
it to that unknown person or not. So what is the message I am sending to my Worthy Brother Knights??
It is well known that our Council meetings are being attended by a lot less members of respective Councils, in
part because they get the minutes of the meetings by
email, etc. So why should a member attend a meeting,
knowing that they will be receiving the information anyway. It now may be time to consider not having the
emails sent out to members but to encourage them to
attend meetings. Provide minutes at the meeting and
involve members in discussions at meetings which may
result in new ideas and considerations to volunteer for
programs that Councils can participate in. We may be
losing sight of the fact that fraternalism within the
Councils is diminishing, along with family involvement. It
is easy to push the delete button on the computer, but
it is difficult to hit the delete button when you are talking directly to a Brother Knight.
Brother Knights, make your Council a Fraternal Council.
Shake the hand of a Brother Knight and engage in the
wonderful feeling called conversation and fraternalism.
You may be pleasantly surprised and richly rewarded.

H

appy Thanksgiving to all Brother Knights and your
families.

October is Respect Life Month. Though the Church’s
stand on Life issues is unpopular in today’s society, we
as Knights must stand steadfast to our core values. How
are we calling attention to Life issues within our Councils, our Parish, our Community and our Country?
The 2014 Charities Appeal tickets have been distributed
to all Councils, a month earlier than last year.
Remember all Tickets are $5.00 each and there are 8
tickets per book. (1 Book = $40.00)
The Early Bird $10,000.00 cash draw will be held in Calgary on January 19, 2014. The two vehicles will be
drawn on March 1, 2014 in Stettler.
The 2013 Council Charities Appeal money is now available for distribution. Please send your forms into the
Red Deer office, attention “State Treasurer”. Total sales
were $295,520.00. After all expenses, the Councils’
share is $89,919.74.
Funds cannot be assigned to building funds, Capital expenditures, individuals or the individual Councils or Columbus Clubs.
The “State Council Charities Appeal Assignment of
Funds” form can be found on our website
(www.kofc.ab.ca) or in the Grand Knight’s manual in
section Q-1.
A reminder that the net proceeds from the raffle assigned to the Councils in any year, MUST be assigned to
a registered charitable organization or a qualified donee
within a two-year period. Unutilized funds will revert to
the State Executive Board and transferred to the Alberta/NWT Knights of Columbus Alberta Charitable
Foundation.
W. Charles Russell
State Treasurer

God bless you and your family,
Brother Ron Schuster
State Secretary
Alberta/NWT
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Y. Mendita

“In His Name and Glory”

T

ime is a very precious commodity that although it
is here right now, it will be gone in the blink of an
eye. When time is gone, it can no longer be recovered
but rather it will be a part of history. Would you believe
that a little more than three months has already passed
and gone in the Columbian Year? Looking back, as leaders of this great Jurisdiction, it is prudent on our part to
ask ourselves a few questions. Like, based on the goals
on membership recruitment and retention, programs
and insurance that we have set at the start of the Columbian Year, where do we stand at present? Are we
better off as compared to last year’s? Do we have to do
some tweaking or adjustments? Do we need more involvement and participation from our members and Officers? From our State Officers, Directors and Chairmen?
Before time runs out on us, we should do whatever it
takes to reach our goals, no matter what! There is no
turning back. Move forward, be focused and stay the
course! Simply put, we should work as one unit, a unified team, sharing common goals and vision – to achieve
peak performance and experience success in all our undertakings. To repeat, the word T.E.A.M. means:
“Together Everyone Achieves More.”
That said, we are going to have a very important District
Deputies’ Mid-Year Meeting on November 30 & December 1, 2013, to be held at Holiday Inn & Suites in Red
Deer. This particular weekend is not just an opportunity
for us to review our goals and/or on how to achieve our
goals, to be presented by our well-known and knowledgeable Brother Knights, but at the same time to renew our friendships and celebrate our faith together as
one family. See you in Red Deer! Please do not miss this
great opportunity!
As I write this on Thanksgiving Day, I feel humbled and
very grateful to God for the bountiful harvest He continuously bestows to our family: good health, loving
family, shelter, food, clothing and much, much more!
We might not be rich in material worth but prefer to be
rich emotionally and spiritually. We might be facing life
challenges at the moment but we leave everything to
God and we will never cease having faith in Him. Let us
be grateful to God by giving Him thanks not only on
Thanksgiving Day but everyday.

(Continued on page 12)
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H

appy Thanksgiving to everyone.

One of my duties is to provide information on implementation of protocol for the Alberta/NWT Jurisdiction.
What is protocol? According to the official definition of
the Knights of Columbus, “Protocol is a rigid code setting forth the degree of obedience, the order of precedence, the rules of official and social behavior.” It would
be impossible to cite every rule governing every situation. However, by applying common courtesy and
proper consideration for the office represented by the
person, we will never go wrong.
We always take pride in saying that, aside from our
ceremonials, our protocols make us unique and distinct,
compared to other organizations. That said, it is everybody’s business to promote and practice religiously our
long established protocols to ensure the continued
growth of our Order.
As mentioned in the previous issue of State Affairs, we
will discuss the details of the 13 areas of Protocols. It is
very important that the Grand Knights follow these protocols, starting with the first one,
Council Meetings: The Grand Knight must conduct his
meetings in strict accordance with the Charter, Constitution and Laws of the Knights of Columbus, supplemented by the Council’s by-laws and according to parliamentary procedure. The standard reference on the subject is “Robert’s Rules of Order” and is available from a
local library or bookstore. The order of business for conducting a council meeting is outlined in the
“Responsibilities of the Grand Knight” (#1937), available
from the Supreme Council Supply Department. In addition to learning these rules and following them scrupulously, the Grand Knight must control the meeting politely but firmly, so that it does not get out of hand
through unnecessary arguments or unpleasant wrangling. The Grand Knight should prevent any discussion
from wandering from the business of the day.
The Grand Knight is the presiding officer in the council.
When a member wishes to speak, he does so by rising
from his seat, addressing the chair by saying “Worthy
Grand Knight” and saluting at the same time. The Grand
Knight will return the salute and acknowledge the member.
(Continued on page 12)
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From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Grant M. Mann

Long-Term Care
Is an Important Piece of the Puzzle

Why is the First Degree Initiation so Important to Us?

T

here are many financial consultants and retirement authorities who emphasize the need for a
long-term care (LTC) product for estate preservation and family protection as you near or attain the
age of 50.
While many commercial life insurance companies
have gotten out of the long-term care business, the
Knights of Columbus considers LTC a very important
piece of the family protection puzzle. The Order has
been actively offering our members this product for
nearly 15 years without a single premium increase
on current policyholders. Members who wisely purchased an LTC plan from the Knights in 2000 are
still paying the same premiums today. Even better,
our LTC coverage is backed by the full strength of
the Order, which remains rooted in our strong
Catholic values. Talk about stability when it counts.
If you and your Fraternal Benefit Advisor have not
spoken about your need for LTC coverage in your
family portfolio, please take some time out of your
schedule to meet with him.
Remember, long-term care policies are purchased
with your health, and you most likely will never be
any healthier than you are today.
For the name of your local advisor, please contact
the Alberta/NWT Regional Office at (403) 343-2242
or by email at bouchardagencymail@kofc.org.
Marc G. Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent: AB/NWT

L

et me begin by thanking the 80 plus Councils that
have submitted their 2013-14 Columbian Year Parish
Campaign dates. You can check out the complete list on
our web page at www.kofc.ab.ca and then click on
“Membership” under the “State Activities” tab.
By now the letters from the Archbishops and Bishops
have been sent to your local pastors, and hopefully they
have complied with their Archbishop’s or Bishop’s request to post an insert in your Parish Bulletin supporting
your Council’s Parish Campaign. Again, you can see all
the letters referred to above by visiting the Membership
page on our web site.
Now that our Parish Campaigns are being held, the next
step is the First Degree Initiations. I want to spend the
balance of this report talking about the importance of
our First Degree Initiation and how it will help us with
growth in our membership.
First of all, it will be very unlikely that all of the prospects you obtained from your Parish Campaign will be
able to attend a First Degree Initiation on the same
date. Therefore, you will have to plan on having at least
two if not three First Degree Initiations to accommodate
all of your prospects. I would therefore recommend that
when your prospects show up for your Information Hour
that you invited them to during your Parish Campaigns,
that you have a few available options of when they can
attend the First Degree Initiation. If you only have the
one option and they are busy that date, you may not be
able to get them to sign a Form 100. To be most successful in converting prospects into Brother Knights you
should have two to three First Degree Initiation options
for them.
Second, the First Degree Initiation is not just for your
candidates. Like most men, our current Brother Knights
in our Councils can be slow learners and quick to forget.
Many Brother Knights in our Councils have not heard
the First Degree for years and have therefore forgotten
what it means to be a Knight. By hearing the First Degree again, we are reminding all Brother Knights in our
Council the importance of growing in our Catholic faith
through acts of charity.
(Continued on page 7)
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From the State Program Director

From the Culture of Life Chair Couple

By Dean Rombough

B

rother Knights:

As I stated in the previous newsletter, without programs
we will not keep our brother Knights enthused, and they
will not be interested in attending meetings. I have had
the honour and privilege of attending numerous meetings in various councils throughout my tenure in the
Knights of Columbus. The most vibrant and active councils within our Order are councils with strong and interesting programs.
Think back to when a brother Knight approached and
recruited you to the Order. This may have been five
days ago, or for some of you fifty years ago. Do you honestly believe you would have joined the Knights if the
brother who recruited you suggested that you sit in a
meeting once or twice and merely discuss where you
should dispense monies you have in your accounts? I
think not.
I know most of you were enticed into the Knights because of the various programs we offer. As mentioned
earlier EVERY PROGRAM REPRESENTS A MEMBERSHIP
RECRUITMENT OPPORTUNITY.

By Patrice Roussel

I

attended a T.E.A.M. meeting (Together Equipping
Alberta to Mobilize) held by The Wilberforce Project
of Alberta formally Alberta Pro-Life Association. In a discussion with attendees, they were pleased to meet me,
and we discussed the work of the Knights in the different parts of Alberta. There were many positive comments in general; there was also some not so positive
remarks. One being, “The Knights are not very active in
our area.” and this one troubled me the most, “The
Knights compete against us in fund raising for Pro-Life.”
I know the Knights put lots of effort in and around their
communities, some councils more active than others,
but nonetheless, all are trying to make a difference in
their community. I believe we do lots of work, but I had
to agree that even with all our efforts, we are not publicizing the work of the Knights vigorously. For example,
no banners, flags or any signs that say “The Knights are
here”. The Lions, the Salvation Army and other groups
show their colours with pride as often as possible. There
is nothing wrong in advertising who we are at functions
or activities in the community. Think about that.

There are many programs that should make membership within the Knights of Columbus an enjoyable and
worthy experience. For a father and husband to spend
valuable time away from his family, he must feel that
this time is well spent giving back to the church and
community. The Grand Knight and Program Director is
therefore charged with ensuring vibrant and worthwhile
programs are initiated within their Council.
The various State Program chairmen would be more
than happy to assist and guide Grand Knights and Program Directors in creating various programs.
The “Surge with Service” program guide has been provided to Officers within the Council. By following this
program and having a passionate team involved, your
Council’s path to Star Council will be achievable.
I wish your Council success.
Vivat Jesus!
Dean Rombough
State Program Director
Alberta/NWT

The Knights should be active with other Pro-Life groups,
not competitive. They should assist the local Pro-Life
group in fund raising. They should inquire with the ProLife group about how they could help and participate in
the public activities of the organization. If the council of
knights is financially capable of assisting, they should
consider budgeting a contribution to this local group.
Remember that we work for the same goal, “the sanctity of life”. We Knights work on many fronts; they specialize in the pro-life effort. Our job is to make theirs an
easier one with a positive sense of accomplishment.
Our goal as Knights is to promote the sanctity of life
from conception to natural death. We are a small piece
(Continued on page 9)
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D

From the Charitable Foundation

From the State Church Director

By Robert Kruchten, President of the ACF

By Willis Winter

T

ear Brothers in Christ,

The Alberta Knights of Columbus
Charitable Foundation had a reasonably
quiet summer.
In July, I had the pleasure of attending and addressing
the District Deputies meeting in Red Deer. Congratulations to State Deputy Bill Smith for setting out a new
format for the Saturday evening banquet and for giving
us the opportunity to speak on behalf of the Foundation.
In August, I accompanied Dan and Elaine Barth to see
the terrible flood damage to the High River community,
including the Francis de Sales Catholic Church. While
there it was my privilege to present a donation cheque
to Fr. Ed Hospet on behalf of the Foundation. Most of
the contributions were made by Brother Knights from
the Calgary area and from Archbishop Monahan Council
#4878. Thank you to all of them for their generosity and
for making the Foundation part of the contribution.
Once the Foundation has word from the Parish stating
their particular needs, it will make another contribution.

hree icons and prayer programs for the Immaculate Conception Marian Prayer
program arrived in Calgary in early
September. The image used is a reproduction of a painting of Mary as
the Immaculate Conception which
hangs above the altar of the BasilicaCathedral of Notre Dame de Quebec.
This jubilee year commemorates the
Cathedral’s status as the first parish
and first cathedral of Canada.
In October, the three icons are being sent to coordinators in Calgary, Red Deer, and Edmonton. These coordinators will arrange for councils to receive the icon and
accompanying prayer programs for a Marian Hour in
their parish.
This is an excellent opportunity to advance your family
life and your faith in keeping with the State motto
“Family – Together in Our Faith and Our Future”. All you
need to do is arrange a booking for the icon and the
prayer program which is completely self-contained.
Contact Don Laurendeau (donlaurendeau@shaw.ca or
403-274-2377) for Calgary and area, Larry Ofner
(ofnerlp@hotmail.com or 780-641-3086) for Edmonton
and area to book the icon. For Red Deer and area, we
are seeking a coordinator at this time. How about you?
The Sisters of Life are in the process of establishing a
community in Alberta in support of Pro-Life causes.
Through their efforts, they have produced a booklet on
faith which offers powerful and moving testimonials on
various individuals and their searches for faith and forgiveness. Another booklet offers support for pregnant
women. These booklets will be distributed to councils in
the coming months. These could be used as resource
material for your Youth and Church programs.

Presenting cheque to Fr. Ed Hospet (L to R)
DGK Council 4878 Br. John Bothwell, Fr. Ed,
AKCF President Bob Kruchten, State Deputy Bill Smith.
Also in August, Director Charles Pratt presented Dr.
Gerry Turcotte a major donation for St. Mary’s University College; a major donation was also given by Director
Wally Streit to Archbishop Richard Smith for St. Joseph’s
Seminary.
(Continued on page 12)
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These are just some of the ways you can strengthen
your family and fraternity ties. Invite other members of
your parish to take part in the Marian Hour or in learning about the Sisters of Life. Perhaps you can involve
parishioners in a project to support the Sisters of Life.
Vivat Jesus!
Willis Winter
State Church Director

FAMILY TOGETHER IN FAITH AND FUTURE
State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 2, October 2013

From the State Vocations Chairman
(Continued from page 4, State Membership Director)

By John Leszkowicz

T

he newly revamped AB/NWT State website was
launched in the second week of September. Many
thanks to the hard work of Brother Michael Anctil, State
Communications & PR Director, Shauna LaGrange, State
Executive Secretary and the rest of their team. The site
looks great.
You will notice the new drop down menu on the AB/
NWT State Council website home page. To go to the
page set aside for the State’s Vocations programs,
please look under the State Activities tab, then click on
the one for Vocations, or if you prefer, cut and paste the
following ‘URL’ into your favourite web browser:
http://kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/vocations/.
Either
way, you will see a message with regards to setting
Council or Assembly priorities for Vocations projects.
Also on the State Vocations page, we have posted several files to assist Councils who will be participating in
the annual Religious Vocations Awareness in Schools
(Grade 5’s) Drawing Contest. If your vocations committee members want the letter of introduction in Word
format to customize, you can contact me via email at
vocationschairman@kofc.ab.ca.
For Councils and Assemblies who make use of Supreme’s Refund for Support of Vocations Program
(RSVP), please note that we encourage you to think
about focusing your donations on a critical need for
more Sisters in our communities. I recall a report earlier
this year about the Carmelite Sisters in Medicine Hat
who for the past 61 years had been caring for the aged
at the St Joseph’s Home. They have had to leave this
service as they do not have replacements for Sisters,
and they themselves are past retirement age. As Catholics, we are encouraged to support our children in
choosing the religious life rather than pushing them only
towards a secular career. As Knights, we are encouraged
to help individuals financially, and the incentives provided by Supreme via RSVP do include eligibility for
women who are novices or postulants in religious orders
or religious communities. See the sixth point on the Supreme Council’s web page at:http://www.kofc.org/un/
en/vocations/rsvp/guidelines.html. This is not intended
in any way to diminish your continued support to seminarians to the priesthood but rather to help us to connect with the need in our communities for religious sisters.
(Continued on page 11)
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Finally, and most importantly, we need to remember
that every time we hold a First Degree Initiation we are
re-evangelizing Catholic men in a way they will never
receive at a Mass, a Parish Mission or even a Retreat. When I watch the men--candidates and Brother
Knights alike--during the First Degree Initiation, I see the
gospel truth entering their very soul and that gospel
message is what makes us ‘The Men They Call Knights’.
In closing, I would like to say that the First Degree Initiation is the necessary reminder to all Brother Knights
about why we exist. It is indispensable for us to grow in
our Catholic faith, hope and charity. Therefore we
should continue to encourage not only growth in membership but more importantly growth in terms of the
number of First Degree Initiations we hold in all our
Councils.
Fraternally yours in Christ,
Grant M. Mann
Alberta/NWT Knights of Columbus
State Membership Director
"Making Families Stronger, One Knight at a Time."

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

This gratitude is expressed by way of a well organized
and efficient organization that maximises the sharing of
our Time, Talent and Treasure. Brothers, we have much
to be grateful for; I am sure we all concur on this. The
Knights are a Cadillac way for us to do this. The added
bonus is that it is like-minded Catholic men working and
playing (bonus points) together all for the common good
that is humanity. These brothers of ours are men we can
relate to, have much in common with and in fact like
hanging out with. Thank you Lord. We get to serve the
Lord and we get to do it with other good Catholic men.
We are blessed with an effective means of helping others and in doing so we are growing on our own journeys
of faith as well. Our ultimate destination as pilgrims
here in the world is the Promised Land for eternity. The
Knights are a great mode of transportation for the journey.
Blessings brothers,
Fr. Jim Corrigan
State Chaplain
Page 7

SHIP OF HOPE

The Knights of Columbus “Ship of Hope” manned
by Fourth Degree Knights from the Edmonton
Chapter was the winner of the 2013 award for “Best
Non-Profit” group float in the K-Days parade.

Congratulations to Brother Sean Lacy on receiving
a Knights of Columbus State Scholarship which
was presented by Grand Knight Morris Baraniecki
of Father Bonner Council #7599.

2013 STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT was hosted by
St. Joseph’s Council #7299 in Whitecourt on August
24th. St. Peter’s Council #7070 from Edmonton, as you
can see, reported a good time for all!! (Below) Group
from St. Peter’s Council #7070.

Congratulations to Ms. Kenzie Amundson on receiving
a K of C State Scholarship which was presented on October 11th by GK Jose Pablo, Alphonsus W. Curran
Council #5116, Brooks. (Below)

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it to the State
Office via email at: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
in a jpeg format please. Please provide a brief
description of picture.
Page 8
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From the State Family Director

From the State Basketball Free Throw Chairman

By Terry Stychyshyn

By Gregory Amerongen

“Family-Together in Our Faith and Our Future”

T

he Knights of Columbus continue to provide the
opportunity for members and their families to
grow in their relationships and give of themselves to the
community, fraternally within society, through the Family Awards program.
This year’s theme, “Food for Families”, allows us to work
together to provide this for families in need in our communities.
I encourage our councils to ensure the appointment of a
Family Director to spearhead some local programs.
From these kinds of events families will be encouraged
to work together. Consequently, their names could be
forwarded as a nominee for the Family of the Month
and the Family of the Year awards.
It is with great respect that we honour families every
month for their contributions to God, the Church and
the community in which they live. We congratulate each
and every family that have participated by providing the
program with their achievements this year and especially those who were chosen as monthly winners.
I would like to thank the Grand Knights for forwarding
the names of their members’ families and their contributions and achievements within the environment of
the Church, community and faith in God. We also ask
that all Brother Knights continue to support the families
within your councils and encourage them to work in
unity within your councils. By doing so, this will definitely reflect and evangelize society as a whole.

Remember to submit those names!
I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving, and may
God continue to bless everyone in their preparations for
winter and for the most blessed season of all, Christmas.
Terry Stychyshyn
State Family Director

B

rother Knights, may the peace and joy of our Lord,
Jesus Christ be with you always – in your prayers,
your daily employment and volunteer work, under
temptations and trials, with desolations, and during
your joys of service to others.
In our service to Alberta’s youth, the KofC Basketball
Free Throw is one in which your Council should undertake. In this relatively simple, though involved program,
boys and girls ages ten to fourteen years compete to
shoot the most baskets. The winners advance from the
council, district, and regional levels; whereupon the regional finalists compete at the provincial level.
By the time you read this, the Grand Knights and District
Deputies of Alberta should have received the Basketball
Free Throw registration forms.
Participating councils will facilitate wholesome recreation for children and their parents, and so, this is not
only a youth activity but one for the family and central
to Venerable Fr. McGivney’s vision for our Order, which
we do well to bear in mind through our programs.
Learn more about the Basketball Free Throw Competition at http://www.kofc.org/un/en/service/youth/
freethrow/action_steps.html. Order the free kit using
the KofC order form at http://www.kofc.org/un/en/
forms/council/freethrow_kit_p.pdf. If you have any
questions, please call me at 780 267 8366 or email
kcfreethrowchairman@shaw.ca.
In closing, I pray for you and your councils that you will
have a successful and blessed year of service under the
patronage and intercession of Venerable Fr. Michael
and that you will pray in turn for your Brother Knights.
Fraternally,
Brother Gregory Amerongen
State Basketball Free Throw Chairman
(Continued from page 5, Culture of Life Chairman)

in the big puzzle of life. Together with every part of our
communities we can make a difference. We are not
alone; as well, the pro-life groups are not alone. All of us
want to save lives, and in unity we will win more battles.
I am developing a culture of life. I walk the talk, are you?
Patrice & Hélène Roussel
Culture of Life Chair Couple
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From the State Communications & PR Director

From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Michael Anctil

By Larry Ofner

H

W

ello Brother Knights,

The new website went live on September 15th and the
comments have been positive so far. Hopefully you have
already checked it out. If not please do so at
www.kofc.ab.ca; the website will be changing regularly
so please check back often.
I want to thank Mike Duddy and my daughter Laura for
all the work in creating this website. There were many
late nights and lots of problem solving to make everything work the way that we wanted them to. Thank you
to State Membership Director Grant Mann for all the
information that he contributed to the site. There is
great potential for this website if we receive information
about our events and activities.
We are starting the transfer of who does the uploads to
the website. Our State Technology Chairman Joseph Duenas will continue to upload information to the website.
Assistant Technology Chairman John Luk will continue to
upload all the photos. Adam LaGrange will look after
keeping the calendar up to date and our State Facebook
page. Thank you to these Brother Knights for all that
they do for us. Their time and expertise is greatly appreciated.
The new email address system is also up and running.
You should now be receiving information through email.
If you’re not, please contact me and I will check into
why not. Thank you to everyone for supplying an email
address. This will be our primary method of communication to our Grand Knights, District Deputies, State Chairman and State Board. This will save our State office a
great deal of time and money. You will receive important information much sooner than regular mail. Thank
you to Adam LaGrange for setting up the email addresses.
It is our sincere opinion that both of these new initiatives will vastly improve the communication throughout
our Jurisdiction. We are always looking for ways to improve so please share your thoughts and ideas with us.
Thank you.

e have three new icons of the Immaculate Conception to circulate around the councils of Alberta/Northwest Territories. These icons will be in circulation for the 2013 and 2014 Columbian years.

One of the icons will be stationed in the Calgary area.
Contact Don Laurendeau to book the Icon. The second
icon will eventually be stationed central. We are still
looking for a Knight to volunteer the coordination of
movement of this Icon. In the Edmonton area contact
Larry Ofner to reserve the Icon for your Marian Prayer
Service.
The Icon comes with plenty of booklets with a suggested
prayer service. Rosary and Litany of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. Councils may modify the Prayer service to meet
their needs.
Please plan to hold a Marian Prayer Hour in your local
Parish. The icons may be moved to other locations later
in the year. Thank you for your efforts to host the Immaculate Conception icon and prayer service. Thank you
for promoting the praying of the Rosary.
Sincerely and God Bless you,
Larry Ofner
(H) 780-641-3086
(C) 780-405-1211
ofnerlp@hotmail.com

Don Laurendeau
(H) 403-274-2377
(C) 403-808-1466
donlaurendeau@shaw.ca

Thank You
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who sent
flowers, cards and emails on the passing of
my father. Your thoughts and prayers were
a big comfort to me and my family in our
time of sorrow. I know time will heal the
sorrow we all feel right now. But as each day
passes it does get a little easier.
Once again THANK YOU from
the bottom of our hearts.
Shauna, Kevin, Drew, Adam,
Lena and Lance LaGrange

(Continued on page 11)
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From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

From the State Youth Director

By Brian Strawford

By Julian Hnatiw

W

orthy Brothers,

I would like to thank Edmonton
Chapter President Marvin Sigfuson for the
warm and fraternal welcome to their September chapter meeting. It was truly inspiring to see a
great turn out for their meeting and talk to new and returning Grand Knights about the Pennies for Heaven
program. Thank you to Don Laurendeau, the Calgary
Chapter President, for his ongoing support.
To date, we have had 39 councils donate
$24,000.00 to Pennies for Heaven. With less than two
months remaining for this year, please support vocations via Council funding. For donations, please make

your cheques payable to the Alberta K of C State
Council and send it to:
K of C State Council Office,
#4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, Alberta T4N 1S1
Thank you for supporting vocations!
Brian Strawford
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman
brian.strawford1949@gmail.com
(Continued from page 10, State Communications and PR Director)

State Technology Chairman – Joseph Duenas
Photographer – John Luk – Assistant Technology
Chairman (Calgary)
Photographer-James-Danielson–Edmonton/
Northwest
Photographer – Al Girard – Edmonton/North
Photography –Lito Soco– Edmonton
Photography– Adam LaGrange – Red Deer/Central
Archives Chairman – Tony Lemay
Public Relations: Please always portray the Knights of
Columbus in the highest regard. The best PR is by example so when others hear about our good works, our support of our Priests and Bishops and the great friendships
we’ve made, it may encourage them to join us.
God Bless,
Michael Anctil
State Communication and PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 2, October 2013

B

rother Knights,
During the fraternal year, the Alberta/Northwest Territories is blessed with the dedicated and talented Knights
whose contributions make the Youth programs challenging during this Columbian Year.
•

•
•
•
•

Coats for Kids: Councils are ordering coats; some
150 coats have been ordered to date. Coats come
direct from Supreme Office. Order form is on Supreme’s website. The cost of the coats is $245.00
per case of 12; Council address required for delivery.
Basketball Free Throw: Time to start your Council
program.
Hockey Blast: Information is now in my hands. I
would like to have some one chair this program.
Soccer Challenge: Next SPRING I will need a chairperson.
Squires are low this year with only a membership of
55 in Alberta/Northwest Territories Jurisdiction. We
need to bring this up. Councils, PLEASE talk to your
chairperson to bring the membership up. A quota of
two per circle would be nice. More information will
be sent out within the next month.

Please feel free to contact me at 780-476-6564 or email
jhnatiw@telus.net.
Thank you Brothers for all your great work.
Vivat Jesus!
Julian Hnatiw
State Youth Director
(Continued from page 7, Vocations Chairman)

Brothers, I will endeavour to provide assistance to any
Council who has questions regarding the Knights of Columbus Vocations program. Please consider sending me
an email to tell me all about your ongoing or new vocations projects or just what you found has worked well in
your Parish. In future newsletters I will write about your
vocations projects and events. I hope these stories will
inspire other Councils across the Alberta/NWT jurisdiction with their efforts in supporting Holy Orders.
Brother John Leszkowicz
vocationschairman@kofc.ab.ca
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(Continued from page 6, Foundation President)

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

On Monday, September 23 the Foundation hosted at
very successful “Salute to the Clergy Golf Day”. We had
17 clergy participate; in total we had 88 golfers. Praise
the Lord we had sunshine for the day! Preliminary results indicate a net profit of over $5,000.00 which the
Foundation will donate to St. Joseph’s Seminary. My
thanks, on behalf of the Foundation, to the clergy, the
golfers, the organizing committee and the many sponsors who helped make this effort successful.

During the months and years you will receive information from Supreme, State and your District Deputies. It is
important that the information be shared with the council membership. Information is posted on our website,
but not all members have access to a computer. Please
make sure all have access to the information they need
to help you make your council active.

God Bless; Vivat Jesus!
Bob Kruchten,
Foundation President

(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

The Grand Knight should at all times refer to and address his officers by their proper title. He thus sets a
good example for the council members to follow.
All members who are not officers, should be recognized
by name as “Brother…..”. All speech must be directed to
the chair (Grand Knight); for example, “Worthy Grand
Knight, may I ask the previous speaker to explain….”.
The Grand Knight always speaks in the third person such
as, “The Chair rules that……” or “Your Grand Knight reports that….”.
Members should speak of the Chair in the third person:
“Worthy Grand Knight, will the Chair please explain the
effect of the pending motion?”
Next issue, we will discuss the following: DIGNITARIES
AT MEETINGS, DRESS DURING MEETINGS, AFTER THE
MEETING and RELATIONSHIP OF THE DISTRICT DEPUTY
AND THE GRAND KNIGHT.
Brother Knights, protocol is important and should not be
taken for granted; this makes the Knights of Columbus a
proud organization.
Vivat Jesus!
Brother Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Warden

Don’t forget to write up a report on any activities and
events you complete. Our Program Director and his
team will be more than happy to assist you in writing up
reports for the Surge program. Now is the time to start
writing them up. This provides an opportunity to prepare a history of events for future reference.
We are looking forward to new membership with the
many membership drives scheduled for this fall. There
are many First Degrees scheduled, but your Council or
District should have its own Degree team available. The
degrees should be scheduled regularly so recruiters
know when they are when preparing new candidates for
membership. Also, your Retention Committee should
make sure that any potential withdrawals or suspensions are properly documented and the individual member and his family have been contacted. Otherwise the
withdrawal or suspension will be rejected. For every
reduction in membership you must find a replacement
member during your membership blitz to maintain your
Council’s viability. Your community needs the Knights of
Columbus to support its activities and events, and new
membership will provide this without burning out the
current members. Phone inactive members; some may
not attend all the events, but a phone call may bring
them back into active status.
See you at the next Degree. Just do it!
Family – Together in our Faith and Future.
William J. Smith
State Deputy Alberta/NWT
(Continued from page 3, State Advocate)

In closing, as food for thought, John F. Kennedy once
said: “As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words,
but to live them.”
May God bless us and our families! Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Advocate
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Congratulations!
Families of the Month
2013 - 2014
August 2013
Stanley & Nettie Chajkowski

Edmonton Council #1184

September 2013
Stanley & Mary Storozuk
Dennis & Adelle Madu
Ron & Nelia Krausert

Edmonton Council #1184
Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312

Winners of the Holy Family Statue
July 2013
Keith & Theresa Subero

Father Albert Newman Council #8470

August 2013
Stanley & Nettie Chajkowski

Edmonton Council #1184

September 2013
Ron & Nelia Krausert

Msgr. Joseph Malone Council #13312
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We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to:
Our State Executive Secretary Shauna LaGrange
and family at the passing of her father, Richard
Cardy, on September 26th.
The family of Brother Knight Karl Nagy who
passed away on August 26th; Brother Karl was a
3rd Degree Knight with 23 years of continuous service. He was actively involved in Father Bonner
Council #7599 in social, fraternal and council activities.
The family of Brother Knight Romeo Celis who
passed away on September 5th. Brother Romeo was
a member of Father Fred Cahill Council #8471, Calgary.
The family of Raymond Walz who passed away on
September 29th. Brother Raymond was a member of
Valleyview Council #8427.
The family of Brother Knight Robert “Bob”
McManus who passed away on October 4, 2013.
Brother Bob was a member of Father Fred Cahill
Council #8471 in Calgary.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.

Third Degree Exemplification Schedule

Date

Location

October 19, 2013

Edmonton

October 19, 2013

Calgary

November 9, 2013

Cold Lake

November 16, 2013

Lloydminster

February 1, 2014

Edmonton

February 8, 2014

Calgary

February 15, 2014

Fort McMurray

March 1, 2014

Wainwright

March 8, 2014

Edmonton

March 16, 2014

Lethbridge

March 22, 2014

Red Deer

May 3, 2014

Peace River

May 24, 2014

Calgary

May 31, 2014

Edmonton
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2014 STATE HOCKEY TOURNAMENT is
February 28, March 1 & 2, 2014 at the Stettler
Recreation Centre in Stettler. (Banquet to be held
on March 1st.)
Contact Laurence Fisher for more information at:
403-323-0687 OR laurence.fisher@solutioncorp.ca

2014 ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION
April 25-27, 2014
Mayfield Inn & Suites, Edmonton
Convention Chairman: Gerald Bernakevitch
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)
2013-2014 STATE CURLING
2014 STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT
We are still looking for a Council(s) to host
the 2013-14 Curling and/or 2014 Golf Tournaments.
Councils, please consider hosting, or collaborating with other councils in your area in hosting at least one of these events.
(The application form will be included in this mail
out package.)
tate Affairs is published by the Alberta/
Northwest Territories State Council. Material
submitted for publication remains the property
of the Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the 15th
day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB T1B 1L9
OR Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
OR Telephone: (403) 526-4058
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042 /
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 2, October 2013
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“We are doing well in bringing

“A great beginning is to reflect on
what it means to be commissioned by
Christ the King to go faithfully and fearlessly forward trusting that He walks with
us every step of the way.”

new members and their families into the
Knights of Columbus all over the jurisdiction. They bring new ideas and youth
to the Order. Keep up the good work.”
William J. Smith

B

rother Knights, Spouses and Family,

A lot has happened during the past few months. As our
Membership Director will tell you, we are doing well in
bringing new members and their families into the
Knights of Columbus all over the jurisdiction. They bring
new ideas and youth to the Order. Keep up the good
work. Our programs are ongoing, and our Program Director will send out a message to complete the Surge
Program forms as the events occur so that the details
are fresh. It also provides a history for future executives
and councils instead of reinventing the wheel every
year.
Our Charities Appeal tickets are out and the sales have
begun. However, in response to our commitment to discontinue supporting Casinos, there are still a few councils that have voiced concerns about the selling of these
Charities Appeal Tickets. We agreed to get out of Casinos in support of our Bishops when they asked us several years ago. This is not a recent decision, but a reminder of a past commitment to the Bishops and to
families that have suffered from family members having
a gambling addiction. This has no relationship to the
Charities Appeal tickets or other funding programs, even
those games of chance such as bingos, pull tickets,
sports playoff draws, etc.
The southern Alberta floods are still in the picture. We
all need to pat ourselves on the back for the Coats for

Fr. Jim Corrigan

M

y Worthy Brothers:

Advent 2013

I write this early Sunday morning on the Feast of Christ
the King, the last week of the Church’s liturgical year
and hence the week prior to the beginning of Advent.
One of the thoughts in my mind at this time is what it is
we think about when we consider the idea of a king. For
some, we would say a position of power, authority, and
leadership. Some might say this is an outdated terminology and perhaps it is, but when we attach a title to a
name it implies certain things. Because of our frail humanity we at times may not be able, or we may find it
difficult, to live up to the description posted in front of
our name. “Worthy Brother” is a reasonable example of
this. Which one of us would say that name suits me very
well? Truly none of us feel particularly worthy of our
roles and positions within the Knights of Columbus.
There is truth in this, but taking the question a step further, who among us is truly worthy to receive the Lord
Himself in the Holy Eucharist? I know I am not. The
beauty of this scenario is that our Lord Himself knows
this as well, but He knows we need Him. He knows that
we need to become literally part of the Body of Christ in
order that we can go out into the world and become the
best version of ourselves that He, (our God) has created
us to be. We are titled with “Worthy Brother” because
this is one of the many things that our Lord (Christ the
King of the heavens and the earth) has called us to be.
Worthy Brothers, how we will live this out will vary from

(Continued on page 13)
(Continued on page 13)

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Ronald J. Schuster

By W. Charles Russell

A

s we approach Christmas 2013, let us all prepare to
greet our Saviour’s birth. Advent is a time to stop, reflect and resolve to be a better person in the coming
year.
We are preparing next year’s budget and gathering all
the paperwork required for our external State Board
audit, which begins in January.
Councils, you should also start getting your financial affairs in order for your mid-year audit that must be submitted by February 15, 2014.
Other reports that are due shortly:

God bless you and your family
at this special time of the year.
Ron and Kathy Schuster
State Secretary
From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman
By Larry Ofner

C

ouncils are reminded that they should make plans
for a Marian Prayer Hour and reserve the icon of Our
Lady of the Immaculate Conception. This icon was
blessed by Pope Francis. The icon will come with booklets for the prayer service. There are sufficient booklets
for the whole parish to follow along. I know that with
Christmas just around the corner it is a difficult time to
plan other prayer services. It is not too early to make
plans for a Marian Prayer Hour in the New Year. Please
take time to pray to Mary.
May you and your family have a blessed Christmas.
God bless,
Larry Ofner
(H) 780-641-3086
(C) 780-405-1211
ofnerlp@hotmail.com
Don Laurendeau
(H) 403-274-2377
(C) 403-808-1466
donlaurendeau@shaw.ca
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1. Soccer Challenge Participation Report 4567, due
Dec.1, 2013.
2. Free Throw Championship Participation Report FT-1,
due Jan.31, 2014.
3. Substance Abuse Awareness Poster Contest Form
4001, due Jan. 31, 2014.
4. Individual Fraternal Activity Report 1728A, due by
January 2014 Council meeting.
5. Council Annual Fraternal Activity Report 1728, due
January 31, 2014.
The Charities Appeal tickets have been distributed, and I
ask each Council to return your sold tickets and money
on a monthly basis starting in November. This enables
the Charities Appeal Committee not to be rushed at the
last minute. The early Bird draw is on January 19, 2014
in Calgary. So, please help us.
Councils should request their last year’s Charities Appeal
proceeds as soon as possible. Remember you have two
(2) years to claim your money or it is transferred to the
K of C Foundation.
I have sent out letters pertaining to Typhoon Haiyan in
the Philippines. Please consider making a donation prior
to December 9, 2013 to be eligible for the Government
of Canada’s matching donation.
Wishing you all a Happy, Joyful and Peaceful Christmas
and a Prosperous 2014.

W. Charles Russell
State Treasurer
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Y. Mendita

Thank you!

W

henever a calamity or natural disaster happens,
it brings out the best in human spirit and caring
nations. An excellent example of this was when super
Typhoon Haiyan slammed into the Philippines on November 8 with sustained winds of 315 KM/H and a tsunami-like tidal wave charge—among the highest recorded. The monster typhoon left behind a catastrophic
scene after it hit six central Philippine islands, leaving
thousands without shelter, food and medical care. It
flattened several communities and displaced about 3
million people. Two weeks after, the death toll was
5,235; injured was 23,501 and still missing was 1,613.
We are proud to be Catholics. On Wednesday, November 13, a special Mass led by Archbishop Richard Smith,
State Chaplain Fr. Jim Corrigan and several priests, was
held at (jam-packed) St. Theresa’s Church, with mostly
Filipinos in attendance. Around $26,000 was collected as
donations that evening. We are very thankful and appreciative to our Church leaders for leading us in prayers
and for showing solidarity to the Filipino community.
We are proud to be Canadians. Aside from the United
States, Great Britain, Australia and other nations, Canada was one of the firsts to respond to the needs of the
typhoon victims. To name a few: 200 Canadians were
deployed with Disaster Assistance Response Team
(DART) composed of field engineers and medical teams;
a water purification plant that can produce 50,000 litres
of potable water from contaminated water; 3 Griffon
helicopters; several millions of dollars and a promise to
match every dollar Canadians donate to registered Canadian charities responding to the typhoon recovery. In
Alberta, the provincial government pledged to match
donations from Albertans with a maximum contribution
of $500,000.00 to the Canadian Red Cross.
We are proud to be Knights. The Supreme Council approved an initial $250,000 in humanitarian aid. Our very
own State Council made an initial donation of
$2,500.00. Brother Knights, families, councils and assemblies offered prayers and donations.
We are proud to be Filipinos. Several fundraisers organized by different Filipino organizations and churches
raised thousands of dollars donated by individuals and
local companies.
We all know that it is very costly and will take a long
(Continued on page 4)

State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 3, December 2013

W

arm fraternal greetings to everyone!

Hope that everyone is in good health and safe as we
approach our cold winter season. Consider ourselves
lucky when that strong typhoon Yolanda/Haiyan struck
our homeland, the Philippines. Our gratitude to the
Knights of Columbus for the generous donation, to our
brother Knights and their families who participated in
fund raising campaigns to provide assistance to Filipino
people in rebuilding their lives and to all individuals who
donated from their own pockets. They also received
overwhelming assistance from foreign countries which
includes Canada. This is a big help as survivors don’t
know what their future will be after this devastation.
Thank you Knights of Columbus, thank you Canada,
thank you World. The spirit of Christmas has already
started; we thank the Lord for his love and mercy.
Continuing on from the October 2013 State Affairs concerning the 13 Areas of Protocol:
2. DIGNITARIES AT MEETINGS
• State Officers, District Deputies, Priests or special
guests should be accorded due recognition for the
office or position they hold. They should always be
seated in a place of honour.
• If a dignitary arrives during a meeting, follow the
prescribed procedure.
• If State Officer or District Deputy present in home
Council, they need not be recognized unless invited
or request recognition.
• General Agent and Field Agent should be accorded
same privileges as dignitaries.
3. DRESS DURING MEETINGS
• Be neatly and properly dressed.
• Request officers to do likewise.
4. MINGLING AFTER THE MEETING
• All members should have identifying tag or name
plate.
• Grand Knight and officers should mingle with members.
• Visit with those who have not attended for some
time.
• Visit new members to make them feel welcome and
at ease.
RELATIONSHIPS OF DISTRICT DEPUTY & GRAND KNIGHT
• District Deputies are the personal representatives of
the Supreme Knight and the State Deputy, and as such,
the Grand Knights and council officers should familiarize
(Continued on page 10)
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From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Grant M. Mann

Annuities: More flexible than you might think.

A

nnuities are easily misunderstood, in part because of their name. When you “annuitize” the
money you’ve paid into an annuity (plus the interest it has earned), you’ve chosen to receive
monthly payments for life or for a fixed period.
However, annuitizing this money isn’t your only option. You may also treat an annuity like a Guaranteed Investment Certificate (GIC). That is, you use
the annuity as a way to accumulate savings and
earn a steady interest rate. You can make withdrawals from the annuity for any reason, although
you may then owe income tax on some or all of the
withdrawal amount depending on if it is a registered plan or not. If you do choose to annuitize, you
also have several payout options. The point is,
these products are flexible enough to serve a variety of needs.

Who Are the Top Recruiters in Our Order?

A

s a Grand Knight I was always of the opinion that
our recruiting drives yielded far more new Brother
Knights when our Parish Priest promoted the Knights
from the pulpit than when he was silent, but I really
never had any way to measure it. As Membership Director I can now confirm this with hard data from our October 2013 recruiting results for our State.
During October of 2012, our State recruited 75 new
Brother Knights while in October 2013 we recruited 101.
So what was different in 2013 compared to 2012? The
answer: our Bishops sent letters to 80 Parish Priests requesting them to support the Knights of Columbus Parish Campaigns.
With the support of the Parish Priests we recruited 25%
more new Brother Knights in October than we did in the
previous year. I cannot think of any other way to improve our recruiting results by 25%.

Contact your local Fraternal Benefit Advisor if
you’re interested in setting up an annuity as an
RRSP, Spousal RRSP, RRIF, Tax Free Savings Account, or a Non-Registered Savings Account.

If our Parish Priests, with the encouragement from their
Bishop can improve our results by 25%, how many more
new Brother Knights could we bring in to our Councils if
we all went out of our way to encourage our Parish
Priest to help out with Parish Campaigns, Information
Hours and First Degree Initiations?

For the name of your local advisor, please contact
the Alberta/NWT Regional Office at (403) 343-2242
or by email at bouchardagencymail@kofc.org.

Since the above is meant to be a rhetorical question,
how could we encourage our Chaplains to help us?

Marc G. Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent: AB/NWT

(Continued from page 3, State Advocate)

time to recover and rebuild after the disaster in the Philippines but the resiliency of the Filipinos will triumph in
the end. To everybody and to the international community, thank you for your outpouring of support, prayers
and generous hearts!
As we journey forward, my family and I, lovely wife
Ruby, wonderful children, Stephanie and Richard, wish
you and your loved ones a very “Merry Christmas” and a
“Happy, Prosperous New Year!” Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes,
State Advocate

1. Make sure he is invited and reminded about when
our next Council Meeting is going to be held.
2. Make sure we have his Chaplain’s jewel ready when
he arrives at our Council Meeting and is seated beside the Grand Knight.
3. Make sure he knows that we are counting on him to
lead us in both our Council Meeting prayers and the
monthly Formation Programme.
4. Make sure we defer to our Chaplain at our Council
Meeting if we are discussing anything that may affect the Parish.
5. Make sure we are asking him every month at our
Council Meeting if there is anything we can do to
help him in the Parish.
6. Make sure he is given a chance to speak at our Information Hours and to the new Brother Knights at the
conclusion of the First Degree Initiation.
(Continued on page 13)
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B

From the State Program Director

From the Culture of Life Chair Couple

By Dean Rombough

By Patrice Roussel

B

rother Knights:

The Christmas season is fast approaching and by the
time you are reading this message we will be into the
Advent season.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of my
brother Knights that have worked so diligently this calendar year and first half of the Columbian year. There
are so many Knights and their families that do great
things on behalf of the Order and the Church throughout the year.
After speaking with our Worthy State Deputy, Brother
Bill Smith, I want to re-emphasis the importance of
achieving Star Councils and Star District Awards. During
the last Columbian year we were not as successful as
hoped with the achievement of Star Councils and Star
District Awards, so let me reiterate what was previously
stated in the first newsletter of this Columbian year.
Gentlemen, let me suggest that the passing grade for
any given council this year is the Star Council award
from Supreme. Other than the membership requirements for the Star Council award, these are the 20132014 featured programs that will help achieve this coveted award:
1. Church Activities: RSVP--every $500 to a seminarian
the council receives$100 from Supreme,
2. Community Activities: Habitat for Humanity--200man hours of service from council plus minimum
donation of $1000, or Global Wheelchair Mission--at
least 1 case of 100 chairs,
3. Council Activities: Special Olympics--minimum 200
man hours plus a minimum of $2000 donation,
4. Family Activities: Food for Families--minimum 1000
lbs of food plus 100 man hours for every $500 or
500 lbs. of food, Supreme will refund $100 up to
$500,
5. Culture of Life Activities: Minimum 100 marchers at
a March for Life or raise funds to cover 1/2 of cost of
ultrasound machine,
6. Youth Activities: Coats for Kids--minimum of 8 cases
(each case has 12 coats) 1 case from Supreme $284;
Supreme takes care of duties.
Other programs your council participates in is equally
worthwhile and should be submitted.
(Continued on page 8)
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rother Knights, what a time since my last article.
The federal Conservative party held a meeting in Calgary
with its delegates representing
the Canadian population. At the
same time, the Wilberforce Project (Alberta Pro-life Association)
held a rally in Calgary in front of
the Conservative Congress to
promote an important issue: prevent gendercide abortion. Our
goal was to show the delegates
our support. At the same time
inside, the delegates voted on a
resolution that to us was a great victory, a resolution
that condemned sex-selective abortion. This is the first
step on a long road to protect the unborn.
I wanted to share this moment with you because it is a
step in the right direction. This is a victory for us but not
a victory that allows us to stop working. We need laws
that protect the unborn as well as those whose lives are
coming to an end. Our governments, federal and provincial, pay for services that end lives even if these services
are morally wrong and against our faith. They also disregard the vast majority of Canadians and Albertans that
oppose these choices.
Our way to tell our elected members is to rally for life,
to pray and support the people in their ongoing battle to
end abortion and to look at our lives that will end in
natural death not in euthanasia.
Again Brothers, join the movement, remember the
March for Life on May 8, 2014--a great occasion to be
with thousands of people that unite their voices to protect the sanctity of life. Book the day, get a group together, rent a bus and come show your support to prevent abortion especially gendercide of baby girls. Help
defund abortion with other Canadians working hard to
reach this goal. A baby is not a choice; it’s a child!!!
The picture that accompanies this article represent two
people of the female sex; the old one was born at a time
no one knew her sex but the second one was born last
April. Her mother is pro-life; she gave birth to my granddaughter Leila. What is special about them is that there
is 100 years that separates them.
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
and all the blessings of God for a great year.
Patrice & Hélène Roussel, Culture of Life Chair Couple
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From the Charitable Foundation

From the State Church Director

By Robert Kruchten, President of the ACF

By Willis Winter

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS

reetings from the Charitable Foundation Directors.

Your Foundation has had a very good year.
The rate of return on our investments is
reasonable for existing market conditions.
Donations, albeit below what we would
like, are coming in, and the $100,000.00
committed to St Joseph’s Seminary has been paid in full.
To the many Knights who have given donations to the
Foundation, my heartfelt thank you.
Our Salute to the Clergy Golf Day was very successful.
Brother Phil, our Treasurer, calculated the net proceeds,
which will be given to St. Joseph’s Seminary, to be about
$7,000.00. As a matter of interest, I apologize for not
having any photos from that day. Nevertheless, the following are some of the prize winner:
Knights
ClergyLongest Drive Fr. Les Drewicki
W.Peters
Closest to Pin Fr. Fernando Gerogaling A.Soloski
Longest Putt Fr. Patrick Baska
A. Axelson
Distance Away Falher Council--Deacon Reg Bouchard,
Gerry Nicolet ,Ernest Johnson, John Nicolet
Senior Priests Fr John Hesse and Fr Mike McCaffery
A huge thank you to all the sponsors and the golfers.
Charitable receipts for eligible participants will be
mailed in late January and February. We hope to see
everyone and more at the Salute to the Clergy Golf Day
on September 22, 2014.
Last month I sent a letter on behalf of the Charitable
Foundation to all member Knights in the province of
Alberta. A big thank you to everyone for reading it and
giving it consideration by way of prayers and thoughts.
My sincerest appreciation to all the Knights who were
able to assist the Foundation by giving a monetary donation; there is still time to donate to the Foundation for
the 2013 tax year. The Charitable Foundation donates
to approved provincial charities on behalf of all the
Knights of the province. It represents you and me
Brother!
Joyeaux Noel--Merry Christmas from my wife, Eveline
and me. May God Bless you and your loved ones this
Christmas and throughout the New Year as we celebrate
the birth of the anointed one, Jesus our Saviour and
Lord.

T

he Advent season is upon us and Christmas is approaching. In the hustle and bustle of preparations
for Christmas, remember the true meaning of the season – to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ and His coming to save us.
Take time to reflect. Share your bounty with others. Enjoy the company of your loved ones.
Emphasize the true spirit of Christmas through your actions and those of your Council. Some suggestions:
Place the banner “Keep Christ in Christmas” which is
available from Supreme on a billboard, a playground
fence, or a Church wall.
•

•

Create a Nativity scene at your home and Church.

Arrange an Immaculate Conception Marian Prayer
program for your Parish. The image used is a reproduction of a painting of Mary as the Immaculate Conception
which hangs above the altar of the Basilica-Cathedral of
Notre Dame de Quebec. Contact Don Laurendeau at
donlaurendeau@shaw.ca or 403-274-2377 for Calgary
and area and Larry Ofner at ofnerlp@hotmail.com or
780-641-3086 for Edmonton and area to book the icon.
•

You and your family could help feed the homeless at
a shelter like the Drop-in Centre, or donate goods to St.
Vincent de Paul and help distribute the goods to needy
families before Christmas or you could purchase and
wrap toys for children. Involving your family members in
these acts brings your family together in the spirit of
giving.
•

The Christmas season provides an excellent opportunity
for all of us to live according to the State motto “Family
– Together in Our Faith and Our Future”.
Keep Christ in Christmas.
Vivat Jesus!
Willis Winter
State Church Director

Bob Kruchten
Foundation President
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From the State Vocations Chairman

From the State Family Director

By John Leszkowicz

By Terry Stychyshyn

A

s we approach Christmas 2013, let us all resolve to
be a better Knight and steward of vocations in the coming year. District Deputies, ask your Grand Knights to
check on how their Council did in in 2012-2013 with respect to the Refund to Support Vocations Program
(RSVP) and the Religious Vocations Awareness in
Schools Drawing Contest.
RSVP: For every $500 given to a seminarian or a religious novice and reported to Supreme you get $100
back to donate to another person who is discerning a
life in the Holy Orders. EVERY COUNCIL AND ASSEMBLY
IS URGED TO PARTICIPATE. The maximum amount Supreme will refund to a particular Council or Assembly is
$400 annually. For more details check out the vocations
tab on the new State web pages at:
http://kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/vocations.
RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS AWARENESS IN SCHOOLS
DRAWING CONTEST: It is of the utmost importance for
us to help parents instill a deeper awareness of the
Catholic Holy Orders in their Grade 5 children. The State
Vocations Program provides up to five prizes of $100
and five prizes of $50 for the north region as well as for
the south region. The 2013-14 Council kit has more information to successfully carry out this program and is
posted on the State website, also by clicking on the
above-noted link.
Please continue with prayers for Vocations and help a
religious novice whenever possible.
In closing, on behalf of my lovely wife Angela and our
children Erica and Karl, I wish you all a wonderful Christmas, and wherever you go this Christmas Season, please
drive safely.
May God bless you and your families.

Brother John Leszkowicz
State Vocations Chairman
vocationschairman@kofc.ab.ca

G

rand Knights,
Thank You for continuing to support the Family of the
Month program and all the other programs you participate in within your individual councils. Please continue
to forward the Family of the Month form for your chosen family of the month. The Knights of Columbus,
through the charity of our founder Fr. Michael McGivney, was instituted in the spirit of love for family. We
should continue to promote family life and the spirit of
love through this program. Please see that your councils
do choose these families on a monthly and annual basis
so as they may achieve honorable recognition from your
Council, from State and Supreme.
During this up coming Christmas Season let us meditate
on the topic of whether Christmas is a “Holiday or a Holy
Day”. Indeed it is time to have a bit of a holiday but let
us be mindful of how important a Holy Day is as well.
May the Holy Family bless you and your families with
Faith, Hope and Charity, and may they bestow blessings
of Health, Peace and Happiness to all families in the
world.
The following are prayers you might use in your own
homes during this Holy Season.
O dear Jesus,
I humbly implore You to grant Your special graces to
our family. May our home be the shrine of peace, purity,
love, labour and faith. I beg You, dear Jesus, to protect
and bless all of us, absent and present, living and dead.
O Mary,
loving Mother of Jesus, and our Mother, pray to Jesus for
our family, for all the families of the world, to guard the
cradle of the newborn, the schools of the young and their
vocations.
Blessed Saint Joseph,
holy guardian of Jesus and Mary,
assist us by your prayers in all the necessities of life.
Ask of Jesus that special grace which He granted to you,
to watch over our home at the pillow of the sick and the
dying, so that with Mary and with you, heaven may find
our family unbroken in the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
Amen.
My wife Patricia, our family and I wish everyone the
most blessed, safe, peaceful and healthy Christmas.
Terry Stychyshyn,
State Family Director
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On October 6, 2013, Holy Rosary Parish celebrated their 100th Jubilee. For this special day,
State Deputy William J. Smith, State Ceremonial
Director John Majowski, as well as the G.K. and a
few members from Father Jan Otlowski Council
#14497 from Calgary were in attendance. John
Paul II Council 11334 would to thank all who
participated and supported this memorable event.

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in
a State Affairs publication can send it to the
State Office via email at:
stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
in a jpeg format please. Please provide a
brief description of picture.

(Continued from page 5, State Program Director)

When your council completes the program do not forget
to submit it to the State Office so that your council may
achieve the recognition deserved at the State Convention.
A Grand Knight recently asked me why we were not as
successful with Star Council and Star District Awards. I
would suggest that one of the main reasons is because
the appropriate paper work, i.e. forms, were not filled
out, or were not submitted in a timely fashion.
Please remember that if a council has any questions
with regards to properly submitting forms, or any other
question, all the Grand Knight needs to do is to contact
any member of the State Board or the State Program
team.
As I have stated numerous times, EVERY PROGRAM
REPRESENTS A MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT OPPORTUNITY. With this in mind, I urge my brother Knights to
continue the great works they have been doing throughout the past year and beyond.
On behalf of my wife Kate and my entire family I want to
wish each one of my brother Knights and their families a
very blessed and joyous Christmas.
Vivat Jesus!
Dean Rombough
State Program Director
Alberta/NWT
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From the State Community Director

From the State Basketball Free Throw Chairman

By Don Laurendeau

By Gregory Amerongen

une 20, 2013 was the day the floods really hit southJ ern
Alberta, and yes, clean up and rebuilding is still
going on and will be for some time to come. A call went
out throughout the Jurisdiction for help in any way possible. Thanks to the people in the Edmonton district,
about 6,000 lbs. of clothing, bedding, footwear and
other miscellaneous items were brought to Calgary for
distribution. There were many problems with organizing
where and to whom the items were to go to. As a result,
we ended up putting it in storage for a while. We did get
some of it to the people of Exshaw. On Tuesday, October 29, we took everything to the Siksika First Nations
reserve at Gleichen, Alberta. It was most appreciated by
them, and a great big thank you goes out to all involved.

D

ear Brother Knights,

The DEADLINE of JANUARY 15 is fast approaching!!! The
Advent and Christmas seasons pass swiftly. Grand
Knights and District Deputies, please be sure to order
your free kit from Supreme and mail me your Council’s
$75.00 State Registration fee. For details about how to
run this Youth Service Program, go to www.kofc.ab.ca
where you will find the Council and District Registration
forms as well as the General Supplementary Instructions. If you still have any difficulty, please contact me at
780-267-8366 or kcfreethrowchairman@shaw.ca.
With kind and fraternal regards,
Brother Gregory Amerongen
Free Throw Basketball Chairman

DD #31 Gaston Launiere unloading this and that!
One of the Elders is looking for about 20 used computers in good condition as he wants to start up a class
and teach the youth their native language. This is a
worthwhile project if anyone can help. Please contact
District Deputy #31, Gaston Launiere at 403 285 6625 or
cdec7212@hotmail.com.
COATS FOR KIDS: Thank you to all the Councils, Assemblies and yes even individuals who have supported us
with this Flood Relief initiative. On November 5 & 6, we
made a trip to High River to distribute coats to the
youngsters in need. At that time we only distributed to
some of the children in the Catholic schools. We expect
to go back and enjoy doing it all over again with the
needy in the Public schools. Any coats we have left over
will be distributed to our neighbours both east and west
at the First Nations reserves as they are also in need.
(See Photo on next column.)
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S.D. Bill Smith and S.T. Charles Russell help fit coats
on a couple of young ladies in High River.

Vivat Jesus!
Don Laurendeau
State Community Director
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From the State Communications & PR Director

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Michael Anctil

By Brian Strawford

H

ello Brother Knights,

Hopefully this report finds you and your family well.

W

orthy Brothers,

Please continue to support vocations via
Council funding. For donations, please

The new website went live on September 15 and all
seemed well. About two weeks after the launch we
started noticing problems. The website started degrading slowly to the point where Windows XP users weren’t
able to fully view information on the site. This proved to
be a very complex and difficult problem.

make your cheques payable to the Alberta K of C
State Council and send it to:
K of C State Council Office,
#4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, Alberta T4N 1S1

Our Website designer Mike Duddy explains it this way
(don’t read this if you get headaches easily).

God bless,

“I just wanted to clarify the windows XP issue. This issue is stretched beyond “Windows XP”, as websites do
not actually concern themselves with older versions of
windows. The issue actually resides with older versions
of Internet Explorer. As far as that goes, I can see that it
effects versions of IE 6 (XP), 7(XP), 8(XP, Vista), 9
(Vista, Win7), IE 10 (Windows 7, 8) and IE 11
(Windows 8.1). Given the adoption rate of Windows
Vista, and the fact that the vast majority of Windows 7
users have utilized automatic updates to upgrade to IE
10, this issue effects pretty much only the Windows XP
market. (IE 9 has less than 10% share of all of the global
web traffic, and less than 6% in North America).

As for the server:
We use a technology called cascading style sheets (CSS)
to style and deliver the content in a way that makes
sense. Unfortunately Microsoft decided that they weren’t
going to have complete CSS support until they developed IE 10. So, as a result we have to make supplementary Style Sheets for IE 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. We then put a
bit of code on the layout that detects which version of the
web browser the user is using and deliver the base style
sheet (which IE interprets incorrectly), and the supplementary style sheet (which forces IE to interpret the first
one correctly). The issue is arising when the server fails
to deliver the supplementary spread sheet.
This is the only occurrence of this issue that I have ever
encountered and it does not replicate when I post a duplicate version of the site to my own servers. This means
that the only common denominator is the server. My
server engineer believes the issue resides in an older version of PHP on the server which is creating the issue.
This would be step one in correcting the issue, but cannot
be confirmed until it is changed. This could also create
(Continued on page 11)
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Brian Strawford
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman
brian.strawford1949@gmail.com
(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

themselves with the respect due to the important position the District Deputy holds.
• The District Deputy should notify the Grand Knights
of his councils in writing and in advance (one week
to ten days) when making an official visit so that all
officers will be present with their books and records.
• District Deputies should insist and advise, if necessary, on proper setup and personal conduct of the
members at all council meetings. The Warden of
the council is responsible for setting up the chamber
for meetings and degrees.
• District Deputies should be neatly and properly
dressed when attending meetings
• When a District Deputy visits a council, he should
always be seated in front, near the Grand Knight.
• The District Deputy should always be called upon to
speak and all members should rise when he is introduced.
• The District Deputy should be seated at the head
table at any council function, even if not on the
speaking program.
We will continue with Protocols in the next issue.
On behalf of my wife Merle and children, Ralph Ronald,
Rosemary & Randy, I wish everyone a blessed Christmas
and a peaceful New Year. Christ is born.
Vivat Jesus!
Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Warden
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From the State Youth Director
By Julian Hnatiw

W

orthy Brother Knights,

We are approaching the Christmas season and the half
way point in the Columbian
Year. You’re doing great!
Year to date, you distributed a sum of 60 cases of
coats which equals 720
coats plus the cases of coats that Supreme sent with
regards to the southern Alberta flood disaster. I would
also like to thank all councils who donated clothing and
monies to the flood program.
The Basketball Free Throw is well underway. With start
dates in early January, there is still time to get your
Council in the program.
The Columbian Squires is at a standstill, but it is hoped
that a Circle may form in the New Year.
We would like to introduce a new program to AB/NWT,
which is the Knights of Columbus SOCCER CHALLENGE.
This is a good spring program, but like always, we need
HELP. If you would like to volunteer, please contact me
at 780-476-6564 or email jhnatiw@telus.net.
Brothers, you need programs to be a STAR COUNCIL and
to be a proud supportive Council!!
On behalf of our Youth team and our families, we wish
all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Gregory Amerongen, Basketball Free Throw Chairman
Gerald Bernakevitch, Coats for Kids Chairman
Ronald Schuster, State Scholarship Chairman
God bless,
Julian Hnatiw
State Youth Director

(Continued from page 10, State Communications and PR Director))

different issues with the site. By comparison: My staging
server is loading properly on PHP Version 5.3.3, published July 2013. The current K of C website is running
Version 5.2.14, published September 28, 2010. This can
create a lot of issues with Word Press as the actual minimum requirement for Word Press is 5.2.4.
As for getting the host to update the version of PHP, this
may create issues for them in that they have to upgrade
the whole server which would affect every website on
the server.”
I only included this information from Mike to explain the
complexity of this problem.
The problem is now fixed. Mike and our webmaster Joseph Duenas have completed our website move to a
new server with the same server company. The move
wasn’t without another big issue; the email system
could only be moved if Mike manually moved 295 email
addresses from our email system. If he didn’t, all the
current email addresses would have been permanently
lost. This took Mike an extra 20 hours of work.
If you’re still not receiving your emails please contact
me and I will check into it. This will be our primary
method of communication to our Grand Knights, District
Deputies, State Chairmen and State Board. This will save
our State office a great deal of time and money.
We will now focus on having Adam LaGrange maintain
the calendar on the website. Adam will load event dates
on the calendar, and when the event has passed, the
date will automatically remove itself. Please send photos of your events for the website; John Luk will continue to load the photos. Joseph Duenas will upload information to the website.
We are always looking for ways to improve so please
share your thoughts and ideas with any of us. (Contact
information can be found in the 2013-2014 State Roster
on page 12.)
Public Relations: Please, always portray the Knights of
Columbus in the highest regard. The best PR is by example so when others hear about our good works, the support we give our Priests and Bishops and the great
friendships we’ve made, it may encourage others to join
us.
Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a wonderful
New Year!
Michael & Wanda Anctil and Family
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Habitat for Humanity Build

O

n Saturday, September 21, Father Bonner’s (Council #7599) team of 25 Knights, spouses and friends of Knights
participated in a one day build at Canada’s biggest Habitat Build, “Neufeld Landing”.
We had committed 25 site workers, and we had 100%--25 workers, even though one of the workers was the writer
who was pleased to participate. Brother Al Girard had to dress up with construction gear so he could be our Team
photographer.
After the workers were all logged in and had the safety course, we donned construction boots, hard hats, vests and
safety goggles. Then we were assigned mini teams and work areas.
Real Demers, aided by his wife Blandine and Eileen Streit, prepared and served lunch, including Real’s tasty, secret
chilli-on-a-bun and cake.
The weather was great and as the morning wore on we removed sweaters, then jackets, then many of us sweated a
bucket under the hard hats.
The quality of our work was acceptable as we did not get fired. In fact, Kim Manderson, the Volunteer Coordinator,
indicated that our group was one of the best organized and worked exceptionally well together.

Our site workers included: Wally Streit, Max Wan, Pat Moric, Morris and Edith Baraniecki, David Wehage, Paolo
Festa-Bianchet and Hilda Asafo-Akowvah, Klaus Klein, Lou Normand, Tom Spiller, Dean Rokosh, Scaria Anthony, Andrew Taranowski, Ken and Rose Vincent and Patrick McQuaid. Friends of Knights included: Rod Heming, Cheryl Fisher,
Priscilla Asamoah, Daniel Troiani, Bill Meade, Angelina Meade and Dirk Wiedeman. Great job Team Father Bonner
and a job well done!
Many Thanks to the Construction Team, the Lunch Team and Brother Al Girard. We had the pleasure of doing a little
of God’s work on the largest Habitat Build in Canada.
Wally Streit, PSD
Father Bonner Council 7599 Habitat Coordinator
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(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

man to man and family to family, but this is the challenge and the invitation. We are called to become worthy of the title “Worthy Brother.”
The challenge for you and me is that we do not become
our own worst enemy and doubt our ability to do this.
Our God will give us the grace to accomplish many
things when we trust in His abundant graces. The devil is
only too happy when we doubt our abilities. In fact for
the devil to be happy, we don’t have to deny God; we
simply have to doubt Him. As we come to the close of
our Church year, Advent is really an opportunity for new
beginnings. Yes a time of waiting, but also a time of
looking forward with joy and anticipation to what is to
come, (the Nativity of Christ the King of the Universe). A
great beginning is to reflect on what it means to be commissioned by Christ the King to go faithfully and fearlessly forward trusting that He walks with us every step
of the way. Trusting, with the certainty of our own faith,
that He will indeed give us what we need to be the best
version of ourselves that He has created us to be. A current and beautiful example of this is the response of our
brother knights in the Philippines to the devastation and
loss of life caused by the worst Typhoon in this country’s
history. These local knights and the response of the
Knights of Columbus worldwide in solidarity with our
million plus brothers and sisters negatively affected by
this trauma is a testament that Christ the King of the
world can bring goodness out of the worst situations.
Thank you, for once again taking a leadership position
on this Worthy Brothers. Pagpalain kyo ng Diyos. (God
bless you all.) We all need to do what we are able. We
may have to shovel more than our share of snow but it
is doubtful that our entire earthly livelihood will ever be
washed away.
Worthy Brothers, one thing is certain; the Knights of
Columbus are a very effective vehicle for you and me to
rise to our potential in the service of our God and King.
Jesus attained the title King through humility, love and
forgiveness, finally succumbing to a death, solely out of
love for us. When we give of ourselves as our Lord gave
so selflessly of Himself for our salvation, we cannot help
but become more worthy of the noble title, “Worthy
Brother.”
May our Lord bless you and your families, always in His
service during this most beautiful time of waiting and
(continued on next column)
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joyful anticipation. May you as brother Knights continue
to model yourselves on the witness that venerable Fr.
Michael McGivney demonstrated so vividly when he
founded this Order that revolves around the service and
fraternity of those men called knights, always for His
greater glory.
Fr. Jim Corrigan
State Chaplain

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

Kids program. Many coats were delivered to the High
River schools in early November. The smile on the first
child who received a cost was great, with every smile
after that a bonus. Thanks to the efforts of the local
council and several dedicated Knights of Columbus
members, too numerous to mention them all here, the
coats were delivered just before Old Man Winter came
for his annual visit.
As winter is upon us, our families are preparing for
Christmas. Just a reminder, that while it is a festive season, a response during this time period should be,
“Merry Christmas” as in keeping Christ in Christmas. The
reason for celebrating the birth of Christ is that it is the
most important gift we receive every year. If you are
travelling, drive safely
Vivat Jesus!
William J. Smith
State Deputy Alberta/NWT

(Continued from page 4, State Membership Director)

I am convinced that if your Council genuinely honours
their Chaplain, all your Brother Knights will be pleasantly
surprised by their own growth in faith, hope and charity
and the number of new Brother Knights you attract to
your Council.
Fraternally yours in Christ,
Grant M. Mann
Alberta/NWT Knights of Columbus
State Membership Director
"Making Families Stronger, One Knight at a Time."
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Congratulations!
Families of the Month
2013 - 2014
October 2013
Louis & Colleen Rouleau
Ronald & Pierrette St. Amand
Marvin & Susan Sigfuson
Joseph & Dale Lauer
Albert & Rosaus Giralao
John & Jadzia Majowski

Edmonton Council #1184
La Vérendrye Council #1938
Annunciation Council #12658
Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064
Msgr. Joseph Malone Council 13312
Father Jan Otlowski Council #14497

November 2013
Mark & Heather Ruschkowski
Jolyon & Andrea Stack

Father LeGoff Council #7193
Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064

Winners of the Holy Family Statue
October 2013
Ronald & Pierrette St. Amand
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La Vérendrye Council #1938
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We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to:
The family of Brother Knight Andre’ Prost who
passed away on November 11th, and to
The family of Brother Knight Edmond Turner who
passed away on November 15th.
Both Brothers were active, energetic, “hard working
disciples” from Father Fred Cahill Council #8471 and
will be dearly missed.
The family of Brother Knight Edward “Ed” Zentner
who passed away on November 20. Edward served
in many positions in the Order, from Council level
to Supreme level as well as in the insurance program. (See enclosed Tribute to Edward Zentner.)
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

(Remaining) Third Degree Exemplifications

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2014 STATE HOCKEY TOURNAMENT is
February 28, March 1 & 2, 2014 at the Stettler
Recreation Centre in Stettler. (Banquet to be held
on March 1st.)
Contact Laurence Fisher for more information at:
403-323-0687 OR laurence.fisher@solutioncorp.ca

2014 STATE CURLING BONSPIEL hosted by
Father Duncan MacDonnell Council #6363 will be
held March 21-23, 2014 at the Ft. Saskatchewan
Curling Club. Contact Bill Potvin at 780-998-0504
or billpotvin@shaw.ca for more information.

2014 ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION
April 25-27, 2014 at the Mayfield Inn & Suites,
Edmonton.
Convention Chairman is Gerald Bernakevitch
2014 STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT
We are still looking for a Council(s) to host
the 2014 Golf Tournament.
Councils, please consider hosting, or collaborating with other councils in your area in hosting this event.

Date

Location

February 1, 2014

Edmonton

February 8, 2014

Calgary

February 15, 2014

Fort McMurray

March 1, 2014

Wainwright

March 8, 2014

Edmonton

March 16, 2014

Lethbridge

March 22, 2014

Red Deer

May 3, 2014

Peace River

May 24, 2014

Calgary

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta/
Northwest Territories State Council. Material
submitted for publication remains the property
of the Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the 15th
day of the month prior to publication.

May 31, 2014

Edmonton

Direct all inquiries and letters to:

(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)

State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB T1B 1L9
OR Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
OR Telephone: (403) 526-4058
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042 /
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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A CHRISTMAS MISTAKE
Each December, I vowed to make Christmas a calm and peaceful experience. I had cut back on nonessential obligations—extensive card writing, endless baking, decorating and even overspending. Yet still, I
found myself exhausted, unable to appreciate the precious family moments, and of course, the true meaning
of Christmas.
My son, Nicholas, was in kindergarten that year. It was an exciting season for a five year old. For
weeks, he’d been memorizing songs for his school’s “Winter Pageant.”
I didn’t have the heart to tell him I’d be working the night of the production. Unwilling to miss his
shining moment, I spoke with his teacher. She assured me there’d be a dress rehearsal the morning of the
presentation. All parents unable to attend that evening were welcome to come then.
Fortunately, Nicholas seemed happy with the compromise. So, the morning of the dress rehearsal, I
filed in ten minutes early, found a spot on the cafeteria floor and sat down. Around the room, I saw several
other parents quietly scampering to their seats. As I waited, the students were led into the room. Each class,
accompanied by their teacher, sat cross-legged on the floor. Then, each group, one by one, rose to perform
their song.
Because the public school system had long stopped referring to the holiday as “Christmas”, I didn’t
expect anything other than fun, commercial entertainment—songs of reindeer, Santa Claus, snowflakes and
good cheer.
So, when my son’s class rose to sing, “Christmas Love:, I was slightly taken aback by its bold title.
Nicholas was aglow, as were all of his classmates, adorned in fuzzy mittens, red sweaters, and bright snow
caps upon their heads. Those in the front row-center stage held up large letters, one by one, to spell out the
title of the song.
As the class would sing “C is for Christmas,” a child would hold up the letter C. Then, “H is for
Happy,” and one and one, until each child holding up his portion had presented the complete message,
“Christmas Love”. The performance was going smoothly, until suddenly, we noticed her; a small, quiet girl
in the front row holding the letter “M” upside down—totally unaware her letter “M” appeared as a “W”.
The audience of 1st through 6th graders snickered at this little one’s mistake, but she had no idea
they were laughing at her, so she stood tall, proudly holding her “W”.
Although many teachers tried to shush the children, the laughter continued until the last letter was
raised, and we saw it together. A hush came over the audience and eyes began to widen. In that instant, we
understood—the reason we were there, why we celebrated the holiday in the first place, why even in the
chaos, there was a purpose for our festivities.
For when the last letter was held high, the message read loud and clear:

“CHRISTWAS LOVE”
And, I believe, He still is.
May the peace, the joy and the love of Jesus, Mary and Joseph be with you and your family
throughout this most holy and blessed season.

Shauna
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Linda
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