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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain
“The Knights together are and
will continue to make a difference,
because even if they don’t say it, their
mandate, like the witness of Jesus
Himself is, ‘to do the right thing.’”

“If we increase our volunteer
work in the community, we may be
able to wear off some of the
festivities we enjoyed too much.”
William J. Smith

B

Fr. Jim Corrigan

M

rother Knights, Spouses & Family,

The Christmas festivities are over. Now is the time for
the Knights of Columbus to move forward in 2015. If we
increase our volunteer work in the community, we may
be able to wear off some of the festivities we enjoyed
too much. Like everyone else, my clothes shrunk over
the Christmas season. As we move to the last six months
In the Columbian year for membership and programs,
let us remember there are the never ending forms we
are required to complete. Please get your Annual Survey
and Twelve Month Audit completed and sent to Supreme.
Brother Grant Mann will be contacting councils to assist
them with membership, so when he calls have your recruitment drive dates available. If you do not want to be
doing the same function in five years from now, you
need to recruit a replacement. When you do train them
for a job, let them do it without interfering if they do
not do it the same way as you did. Show them the fraternal support we are known for.
In March we will be reviewing the entries for the Program Awards. Without beating a dead horse, please
send in your entries to the Red Deer State Office before
the end of February. Each entry must be sent separately, and please specify the category. Do not lump all
your entries in the same folder or binder. The winners
(Continued on page 11)

y dear brother Knights:

How many times in your life have you heard, or
yourself said something resembling the following; “it
was the right thing to do” “I did it because it was what
needed to be done.” Often these words may flow out of
a difficult situation or a time when a difficult decision or
action needed to occur. Brothers, life is indeed full of
decisions, challenges and actions that are not the easiest to enter into. It is the Catholic formation we received
from our parents and those who love us that allows us
to process what is important, what is fluff and what is
right. We make our decisions based on our informed
moral consciences. When we look at the life and ministry of our Lord, particularly in the Gospel parables, we
experience the witness of Jesus Himself, doing the right
thing. He may not have said it was the right thing to do,
but His actions show us that He knew it was the right
thing to do.
As spouses, as parents, as work colleagues and
as members of our Church and the global community at
large, we do our best on a daily basis to “do the right
thing.” Some years ago one of the leaders of Caritas International (the Catholic umbrella organization for Development and Peace) was asked why these Catholic
charitable organizations bring aid to people of all creeds
and cultures, when they could have a more Catholic/
Christian focus for their aid efforts. The response given
at the time was “We don’t help people because they
are Catholic; we help people because we are Catholic.”
(Continued on page 12)

W

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Ronald J. Schuster

By W. Charles Russell

orthy Brother Knights,

B

rothers,

I, as well as my wife Kathy, would like to take this
opportunity to wish both you and your loved ones a
very healthy, prosperous New Year.

As we begin the last half of our Columbian Year, let me
offer all our members and their families a safe and holy
2015.

This Columbian Year has certainly been a challenge
for everyone. As a VOLUNTEER organization, we
give our time to be of service to others within our
community and church. Sometimes, there just isn’t
enough time in the day to do everything we would
like to do. Brother Knights have been asked to perform duties from various sources and most importantly from within their own councils. WE all know
we have to get new members, WE know we have
our programs to submit in order to achieve Star
Council, WE know that we are to reach out to those
in need at all levels and WE know we have to take
care of our families first.

We still have much work to do before our June 30th Columbian Year ends.

That does not leave a lot of time for us as VOLUNTEERS to achieve our goals. But we PRAY and we
HOPE we can and in some cases we are successful.
WE at the State Board level definitely realize this.
WE as well are working hard to help anyone who
should ask for assistance, and believe me, we have
had a busy year doing just that with regards to
Member issues and Council issues. Some Brother
Knights think that we are not doing much or not
assisting enough, but as I stated earlier, sometimes
there just isn’t enough time in the day to do everything. We can’t point fingers at those who give
their time as a volunteer without first looking in the
mirror and saying, “Am I Doing All I Can?”
Brother Knights, I have the greatest appreciation
for all that you do for your Family, Community,
Church and for the Knights of Columbus.
God bless you and your family.
Vivat Jesus!
Brother Ron Schuster,
State Secretary Alberta/NWT
Page 2

Our Council objectives, programs and our annual State
Convention in Red Deer are but a couple of items. Membership is another activity that must be considered. We
owe it to all Catholic men the opportunity to join our
great organization.
The Per Capita and Liability Insurance Statements were
mailed to all the Councils in early January. The Liability
Insurance portion was reduced in the 2015 budget by
$15,000.00. We were able to negotiate a better rate
with our provider. This translates into a savings for all
Councils. A reminder: the assessment is payable within
sixty days of receipt of the assessment notice. If the assessment is not paid by the time of our State Convention, the Council cannot send voting delegates to the
Convention.
The State Board’s portion of the District Deputy’s honorarium has been mailed to all District Deputies of record
as per resolution 98-04, approved at the 1998 Annual
State Convention in Medicine Hat. The State Board’s
portion is $200.00 per D/D. The Councils in each District
provide the balance of $300.00. This honorarium is to
help offset some of the miscellaneous expenses that he
incurs during his tenure as D/D.
As mentioned above, this year’s annual State Convention is being held in Red Deer the weekend of April 17th
to 19th.
The Audit Committee will be meeting in Calgary as soon
as Hawkings, Epp, Dumont LLP, our auditor, completes
their review of our books. Members who are on this
committee are asked to attend for the approximately 2hour review of the financials. Date and location will be
communicated to the Audit Committee members as
soon as we receive the draft of the audit.
(Continued on page 13)
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Y. Mendita

“One Body. One Spirit.”

T

he 2014-2015 Columbian Year State Convention is
just around the corner. It is going to be held at the
Sheraton Hotel in Red Deer on April 17, 18 & 19, 2015.
This yearly event gives us the unique opportunity to renew friendships, meet new acquaintances, celebrate our
faith, family, fraternity, deliberate upon resolutions of
utmost importance to our Jurisdiction and Order, elect
officers who will guide our Jurisdiction for a year and
elect delegates to the annual Supreme Convention.
Specifically, there will be an election of the State Executive Board composed of the State Deputy, State Secretary, State Treasurer, State Advocate and State Warden.
As well, four Insurance delegates and four Associate
delegates will be elected to represent our State at the
Supreme Convention in August, to be held in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania.
As a fraternal reminder to one and all, the Knights of
Columbus was founded on the principles of Charity,
Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. As such, we are a
Catholic, Family, Fraternal and Service organization. It is
expected and required of us to always conduct ourselves in the highest standards of prudence, civility,
good manners, and respect of others. Truthfully, campaigning is strictly prohibited as per SEC. 162 (23) of the
Charter Constitution Laws. Moreover, as per the Grand
Knight’s Manual, Alberta State Council Policy of July 6,
1979 states: “Councils are not to circulate letters supporting members who are running for State office; resolutions of information are to be used if they wish to inform the voting delegates.”
As in years past, my lovely wife, Ruby and I, together
with many brother Knights and families, worked as volunteers by delivering Christmas food hampers to the
needy in Edmonton on December 20, 2014. This annual
charitable event is jointly organized by the Catholic Social Services and the Christmas Bureau of Edmonton.
Thank you to all the volunteers!
SAVE THE DATE: October 3, 2015. A gala fundraiser, in
support of the building of the Corpus Christi Church in
southeast Edmonton, will be held at the Shaw Conference Centre, Hall D. Tickets are $250 each, a part of
which is tax deductible. True to its name, the slogan is:
“One Body. One Spirit.” Aside from raising much needed
funds towards the construction of the church, the gala is
expected to increase awareness, build excitement and
(Continued on page 12)
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I

wish everyone a wonderful year as we continue our
undertakings for the second half of 2014-15 Columbian Year. As February is the month of love, please share
and extend your love this coming Valentine’s Day and
Family Day.
Although we had unpleasant weather on the weekend
of November 28-30, 2014 for the DD’s mid-year meeting, we managed to focus and enjoy the very informative meeting. We missed quite a few participants. Due
to that weather, I missed the first day, but everyone had
an enjoyable early Christmas gathering. We would like
to thank Lady Kathy Schuster for organizing the Ladies’
Christmas luncheon with the help of Lady Merle Mendita and support from other ladies. The ladies enjoyed
the good food and the music entertainment; they really
enjoyed the Sing-a-Long Karaoke.
Grand Knights, please remember that your District Deputy is our State Deputy’s personal representative, and it
is important that all Council Officers and members familiarize themselves with the respect due to the District
Deputy. We discussed the 13 Areas of Protocol in the
last two issues of State Affairs; now we are continuing in
this month’s issue as follows:
CORRESPONDENCE
♦ Adhere to guidelines for writing: letters, memorandums and bulletins.
♦ Correspondence should be addressed to the individual using the full proper name, followed by his
proper title whether he be a Knight of Columbus,
Religious, or businessman.
INVITATION FOR FUNCTIONS
♦ Should be in writing, six weeks before function.
♦ Sent in name of the Grand Knight and signed by
him.
♦ District Deputy should be invited to all Council
functions.
♦ Never give blanket invitations.
♦ Invitations in letter form to an individual. Printed
cards may be used. Bulletins may be attached for
detail information, but do not include the name of
an invitee unless he has agreed to be present.
♦ Invitations should indicate: dress code and extent
of participation required.
VISIT BY THE STATE DEPUTY
Indicate function, date, time, place, purpose, type of
(Continued on page 13)

Page 3

From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Grant M. Mann

Annuities, RRSP’s, TFSA:
More Flexible than You Might Think

State Membership Growth Mission for 2015

A

nnuities are easily misunderstood, in part because of their name. When you “annuitize”
the money in your annuity (the money you’ve paid
in, plus the interest it has earned), you’ve chosen to
receive monthly payments for life, or for a fixed period.
However, annuitizing this money isn’t your only option. You may also treat an annuity like a Guaranteed Investment Certificate (GIC). That is, you can
use the annuity as a way to accumulate savings and
earn a steady interest rate. You can make withdrawals from the annuity for any reason, although
you may then owe income tax on some, or all, of
the withdrawal amount depending on whether it is
a registered plan or not. And, if you do choose to
annuitize, you also have several payout options.
The point is, these products are flexible enough to
serve a variety of needs. The Knights of Columbus
offer a very competitive interest rate.
Contact your agent if you’re interested in setting up
an annuity as an RRSP, spousal RRSP, RRIF, a nonregistered account, or a TFSA account. Already have
an account? Call to make a contribution.
For the name of your local agent, please call 403343-2242 or email bouchardagencymail@kofc.org

Fraternally yours,
Marc Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent, AB/NWT

A

s we enter the final six months of the 2014-15 Columbian Year, you should be aware that of the 170
councils in our State just over 90 have not recruited a
new member year to date. In light of this our State
Membership Team has been tasked by our State Deputy, Bill Smith, to provide practical recruiting support
and advice to these 90 councils. To that end we have
formed two or three man “Mission” teams with recruiting experience and determination.
Each of the two or three man Mission Teams will:
1. Arrange to meet with the local pastor, the Grand
Knight and his executive on Saturday to assess their
current situation of the council and parish they
serve.
2. Attend Mass the following Sunday to address the
congregation and to invite them to attend a coffee
after Mass where the Team will tell them more
about the Knights of Columbus.
3. Get the names and contact information of every
eligible Catholic man that wants to join the Order.
4. Turn these names and contact information over to
the Grand Knight.
These 15 Mission Teams will be working throughout our
State from January 1, 2015 through March 31, 2015.
Each Mission Team will be assigned six councils to visit.
All their travel, meals and accommodation expenses will
be reimbursed by State from a special State Membership Growth Mission Budget set up by our State Deputy,
specifically to address these 90 councils.
Teleconference meetings of the Mission Teams will be
held the last Wednesday of January, February and
March to check on their progress and to share their successes with other Mission Team members. We want to
learn from our successes.
In closing, let me thank in advance, those Council Officers that are among the 90 councils we plan to visit, for
your enthusiastic support of our Mission Team members.
If you happen to be one of the councils that has already
recruited year to date, please feel free to contact me if
you would like to be part of one of our Mission Teams
and help your Brother Knights in other councils with
(Continued on page 10)
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B

From the State Program Director

From the State Communications & PR Director

By Dean Rombough

By Michael Anctil

rother Knights,

I would like to take the opportunity to wish each
Brother Knight and their family a Happy New Year. I also
want to thank all the Brother Knights who work tirelessly on behalf of the Order.
The Program team looks forward to reading all submissions for the Surge for Service program. All submissions
for the Surge for Service program awards must be in to
the State office in Red Deer by the end of February
2015. The team will be reviewing all submissions in early
March.
We the Knights of Columbus have numerous programs
that continue on throughout the year without accolades
or fanfare. We have programs that make the lives of
others much easier. These programs need to be shared
with the rest of the Jurisdiction, not only so that the
councils are given their rightful acknowledgements and
awards, but also to help other Knights with ideas that
they may bring to their respective councils.
With submissions for the Surge for Service program,
please provide, in writing, a brief description of the project. Pictures are very helpful. The complete package
should be put into a binder that is easy to read and to
follow.
The State Hockey Tournament is in Edmonton this year,
and the Curling Bonspiel is in Ellerslie. These events are
fast approaching and promise to be fun and enjoyable.
The State Golf Tournament will again be hosted in Camrose this year. Brothers, with these and many other
events hosted throughout the Jurisdiction, we may enjoy each other’s company. It is important to work hard
for the good of the Church and the Order, but also to
play hard and enjoy the friendships grown throughout
this great Order.
I look forward to the opportunity to see and chat with as
many as possible at the State Convention in Red Deer
this spring.
REMEMBER: EVERY PROGRAM REPRESENTS A
MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT OPPORTUNITY
Vivat Jesus!
Dean Rombough
State Program Director

G

reetings Brother Knights,

I sincerely hope that you and your Council have watched
the DVD that contains all the State Board and State Directors reports that are usually delivered at the Regional
meetings.
I would greatly appreciate some feedback on what you
thought of the DVD and if you felt it was helpful or not.
Please email me your comments at:

communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Your Communications Team introduced a couple of new
initiatives at the DD’s meeting in Calgary at the end of
November.
Feature Council of the Month Initiative - Proposed by
State Technology Chairman Joseph Duenas:
GOAL: This incentive is proposed to highlight one Council per month on the main home page of our State website. This incentive will capture the many good works of
not only the Featured Council but the Knights of Columbus in general in the AB/NWT State. It’s also our belief
that this incentive will leverage our membership drive to
share our mission and showcase our Stewardship.
OUTLINE OF PLAN:
* A Council is chosen by a selection committee.
* The Council selected will be called the Feature Council
for the Month of ______ and will have a space on the
State website’s home page.
* The Feature Council can submit the following:
A PDF document that includes:
♦

♦
♦

♦

♦
♦

Highlights of their Council’s accomplishments as a
member of the AB/NWT State Council i.e. State
Awards won at State Convention for Service Programs, Star Awards, etc.
A Brief Council history and Charter information.
Date Council was chartered.
Council activities including works of Charity benefitting the Church, Family, Community, Council, Youth
and Prolife.
General write up and information about Council, i.e.
where the Council meets and which day of the
month is their General Meeting.
Contact information.
Up to 5 Council photos (no photo of children) to be
submitted that may highlight the Council’s work.
(Continued on page 10)
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District 32 held a 1st Degree Exemplification at St.
Bonaventure Parish by the 1st Degree Team from
St. Bonaventure Council #7432. (Below from left to right)
Exemplified were Adam Siray (#7432), Fr. Paul Raj
(#4878) and Gregory Kowalewski (#6488). Also in photo
is District Deputy Ray Khuller.

(Below) Fr.

Paul Raj stands with his support group from
Archbishop Monahan Council #4878, Calgary.

District 32 strikes again! On December 3, 2014, Father
Fred Cahill Council #8471 held a VIDEO 1st Degree
Exemplification under GK Ron Bichel and his
executive. (Below) Standing with the 1st Degree Team
and D.D. Ray Khuller are exemplified Brothers Aames
Abanto and Paul Molga; 1st Degree Video Setup.
(Right) Brother

Adam Siray
and his
Grand Knight
Robert Pupulin from St.
Bonaventure
Council
#7432 in
Calgary.

(Above) Brother

Gregory Kowalewski stands with his
Grand Knight Steve Dawes from Bishop Klein Council
#6488, Calgary.
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Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg format to the State Office via email at:

stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Please provide a brief description of the picture
you are sending.
(Right and Below) Christmas Hamper Delivery
On December 20, 2014, brother Knights and their
families from St. Peter Council #7070, Nazareno
Council #12904 and Fr. Michael J. Troy Council
#15290, along with State Advocate Vince Reyes and his
wife Ruby, worked as volunteers, delivering Christmas
food hampers to the needy in Edmonton. This annual
charitable event is jointly organized by Catholic Social
Services and the Christmas Bureau of Edmonton.

(Right) A

Major Degree
was held in Medicine
Hat on November 15,
2014. Twenty-two
candidates went
through the Second and
Third Degree.
Candidates were from
councils in Medicine
Hat, Acadia Valley and
Bow Island. Many
brother Knights attended in support of
the candidates. A
banquet followed the
Degrees.
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 4 February 2015
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MEMORIAL MASS: On November 19, 2014, St. Patrick’s Council #10547 organized the annual Memorial held at
St. Peter & St. Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church which the Lethbridge Councils attended. (Below) Grand Knights Myles
Bourke (#9280), Andy Soshalsky (#1490) and Roy Garner (#10547) greet and present a rose to the widows.

(Below) Knights of Columbus—Charitable Foundation Director Charles Pratt (right) presents a cheque for $10,000 to
Gerry Turcotte, (left) President of St. Mary’s University,

Calgary.

(Below) Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation
Director Mike Daley (center) receives “Catch the Spirit”
pledges in Fort McMurray from Brother Charles Wilson
(left) and GK Stan Bartlett of Bishop Breynat Council
#6166.

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR NEWSLETTER and/or
WEBSITE
>Councils are encouraged to get their newsletters into
State Office by the end of February to be entered into the
State newsletter competition. A minimum of four newsletters must be submitted to qualify

(Above) Sean Mullane, Grand Knight of Archbishop Mac-

Donald Council #6083, receives the Star Council Award,
presented by Wally Streit, PSD and Tom Ciezki, Membership Chairman.
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>Councils that have websites need to send me the link to
their website, so that the website can be entered into the
State website competition. Please forward the website
address as soon as possible, to communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca or to Shauna at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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From the Charitable Foundation

From the Culture of Life Chair Couple

By Wally Streit, President of the ACF

By Patrice & Hélène Roussel

M

T

Our Catch the Spirit “one time” campaign affords
each of us the opportunity to exercise Charity in a
tangible way with our gift being directed to permanent capital. That is, it will go on giving year after
year. Your ACF is all about Charity – we help the
church and the less fortunate.

I wonder how much our councils are planning on pro-life
activities. The last Columbia magazine I received before
writing this article, was a wonderful one, full of life messages from many people. It spoke about the 500th ultrasound purchase in the States and in Canada and counting. Unfortunately our message is not heard by all. Many
people, mostly unborn but also others under the tragedy of euthanasia and assisted suicide disguised as merciful killing, had their life cut short. There is a great effort to end abortion and to prevent governments from
striking laws that would allow others to take someone’s
life under the concept of a merciful act of killing.

any years ago as a new bank manager opening a
new bank branch in south-western Ontario, I was
approached by the Masons and the Knights. The Masons
built a good business case for me to become a member.
John, one of my farm clients, said if I wanted to help the
church and the less fortunate, the Knights were the way
to go. I became a Knight and soon became familiar with
our first principal — Charity.

The Special Name segment of our campaign, and
that includes all of us, has a goal of $500,000, and
we currently have pledges confirmed or one time
gifts totalling $425,000. Please refer to the attached list of participants. We attach the list for
two reasons. Firstly, those listed deserve our appreciation, and secondly, if you review the list, you can
help by gently reminding others to become part of
this very worthwhile initiative.
Meanwhile, if you need any information about
pledges please contact me or Phil Birch. A decision
has been made to conclude the formal part of our
campaign on April 30, 2015. We are hopeful that all
our Foundation Board members will be at our AGM
on April 18, 2015. At that time we will share with
you our Board’s good works on other initiatives.
Our Board members will look forward to meeting as
many of you as possible.

Wally Streit, PSD
Foundation President

ime flies, we are now into 2015, January is already
gone and all our councils are in full activities doing
God’s work around the state of Alberta/Northwest Territories.

Most of you may not realize that more than 13,000 babies are aborted in Alberta every year and all of them at
a public expense. Yes, you and I pay for all this as it is
funded by our healthcare system. That is shocking information that pro-life organizations are passing on to you
so you may voice your opinion to your MLA, asking them
to defund abortion and make a difference with regards
to this issue.
We all know when life begins; we know morally as well
as scientifically. We know that life should end without
the assistance of other human beings using violent
forms of chemicals or other alternatives, as they are
criminal acts ending the life of fellow humans. An old
story in Canada is the death of Tracy Latimer by her own
father; he used gas out of the tailpipe of his truck. The
pro-choice advocates at the time called it mercy killing;
she was suffering, according to a specialist. She had
cerebral palsy; her case may have been severe, but
health scientists were able to make other people live a
reasonable life despite the ailment. I personally know
another young person about the same age as Tracy
would be. She lives a life filled with love from her family
and friends and her smile is contagious. We as outsiders
need to give them our support, our love and a bit of
commitment from time to time when they ask for help.
All of us can make a difference in the decision to support life. We need to voice our concerns with respect to
the unborn, their mothers and their needs. We need to
tell our elected officials that we don’t want laws that kill
the people that are vulnerable. Each council can do their
(Continued on page 14)
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From the State Vocations Chairman
By John Leszkowicz

(Continued from page 5, State Communications and PR Director)

* Being the feature Council of the month, the officers of
the Council can direct their membership or any potential
candidates to the State website to check out more
about their Council. This will increase traffic on our website and also interest in getting more information about
the KofC State Council.

B

rothers, Pope Francis has designated 2015 as the
‘Year for Consecrated Life’ throughout the world.
As Knights of Columbus we can do something in response to our pontiff’s call.

A reminder to all Councils and Assemblies that the opportunity to go to the elementary schools in your parishes to initiate the Religious Vocations Awareness
Poster Drawing Contest in Grade 5 is passing. This program has been successfully done in Calgary for seven
years. It is of the utmost importance that we help the
parents instill a deeper awareness of the Catholic Holy
Orders in their Grade 5 children. The State Vocations
program provides for up to five prizes of $100 and five
prizes of $50 in the State North Region as well as in the
South Region. The deadline for Councils to send their
selected best poster to the State Office is the end of
March. Please participate. The criteria entry forms and
check lists are all posted on the State web page: http://
kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/vocations/
Can’t muster council volunteers to participate in the
Religious Vocations Awareness Poster Drawing Contest
in Grade 5? Then think about doing an alternative which
means getting involved within your parish; if your parish
does not have one yet, form a Parish Vocation Committee. If your parish has such a committee, then ask one
or two of your council’s knights to join it. Suggest possible initiatives that a Parish Vocation committee could
undertake, such as:
♦ Sponsor Eucharistic Adoration for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and religious life;
♦ Encourage youth groups and other appropriate parish groups to spend at least one evening per year
discussing priesthood, religious and consecrated life;
♦ Invite the sick and shut-ins to pray for vocations and
enroll in your diocesan prayer apostolate (In the
Diocese of Calgary there is the St. Therese Society).
Make prayer cards available to them;
♦ Encourage young men and women to attend programs offered by your local diocesan Vocation Office or vocation retreats sponsored by local religious
orders;
Page 10

* All Knights in our Jurisdiction may start using the State
website more, especially if they are a member of the
Feature Council. This in essence increases awareness in
all aspects of our organization.
* A Feature Council of the Month may be chosen if a
Council is celebrating a Major Charter Anniversary i.e.
10th, 25th, 50th years.
Council Charter Date on the Calendar
Each Council’s Charter Date will be posted on the State
website calendar. The calendar will automatically renew
the date each year. We feel it will be a quick reference
for anyone wondering when a Council was founded.
Public Relations - Please always portray the Knights of
Columbus in the highest regard. The best PR is by example so when others hear about our good works, our support of our Priests and Bishops and the great friendships
we’ve made that may encourage them to join us.
Thank you and God bless,
Michael Anctil,
State Communication and PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca

(Continued from page 4, State Membership Director)

your recruiting experience and determination. Who
knows, by visiting other councils, you may pick up new
ideas for your Council as well. As a minimum, you will
have gained from the fraternity with Brother Knights
you may not have otherwise gotten to know.
Fraternally yours in Christ,
Grant M. Mann
Alberta/NWT Knights of Columbus
State Membership Director
Home: (780) 438-6920
Web: www.kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/membership/
"Follow me and I will make you fishers of men."
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From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Gary T. Sherman

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

chosen by the Program Team will be announced at the
Annual Convention in April. They are looking forward to
seeing the hard work of the councils, their members and
the families. Remember to send entries for the Family of
the Year and Knight of the Year. We have families in
every council so we should have an entry of a family selected by each council. There is always an unsung hero
in a council who could be the Knight of the Year. There
is only one winner, but you can’t win if you haven’t applied.
There are many degrees coming up. They are posted on
the website, so attend as a guest if you do not have a
candidate. Show support for the candidates and the
members who are conducting the degree. Offer help if
they need it. Councils have a first degree disc. Please
use it for a degree and hold the degree during a meeting. This will give the new member an opportunity to
see how we operate and meet the regular members.
The Alberta/NWT website continues to provide information and is a valuable tool to communicate with our
members. Brother Mike Anctil and his team have done a
spectacular job in the past year and we should take advantage of this by sending in articles of our events. Remember no faces of children. Councils have been sending in articles and pictures for all to see what great
things we have accomplished, so read them and get
ideas of what your council can do.
We will be receiving information on the next Annual
Convention in Red Deer to be held April 17-19, 2015, so
prepare for two members to attend the convention, the
Grand Knight, Past Grand Knight or an alternative. If the
Grand Knight is not attending, please pass on the committee duties to his replacement delegate before they
arrive at the convention.
Thank you; drive carefully.
Vivat Jesus!
William J Smith,
State Deputy Alberta/NWT

Families – Together in our Faith and our Future

H

APPY 2015 Worthy Brothers,

Thank you very much too all the councils that have
participated in the Marian
Hour of Prayer program. to
date.
It is now 2015 and a time for
those New Year’s Council
resolutions. One could be to
hold a Marian Hour of
Prayer program at your
Council’s Parish or to have
our Lady present at your
Council meetings or Masses.
Please call or e-mail me with your time in advance
of your event.
May God bless,
Vivat Jesus!
Gary T. Sherman,
State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman
(780) 457-3749 / marianhourofprayer@kofc.ab.ca

Western Catholic Reporter
“A new year is around the corner. Keep up with the
Western Catholic Reporter (WCR) as we continue
bringing the Gospel to bear on current issues in
the Church in 2015!”
“The Knights have long realized the importance of
the Catholic press in keeping Catholics informed
about Church teaching and news, and in helping to
build Catholic community. A one-year subscription
to the WCR sent to an Alberta address is $35.
Cheques (made payable to Catholic Archdiocese of
Edmonton) or credit card information (Visa or
MasterCard) can be sent to the Western Catholic
Reporter, 8421—101 Avenue, Edmonton, T6A 0L1,
or you can phone 780-424-1557 or you can subscribe using our website, www.wcr.ab.ca.”
Glen Argan, Editor of WCR
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From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brother Knights,

On behalf of Pennies for Heaven, I would like to thank
all Brother Knights from Councils, Assemblies, Edmonton and Calgary Chapters who gave so generously to this worthy program. For the year 2014, 54
councils, one Fourth Degree Assembly,
Calgary and Edmonton Chapters raised
$27,742.09. For the past 40 years the total in is now
$641,234.09.
Our Bishops appreciate this program which assists our
seminarians. Pennies for Heaven is a very important
program and needs the support of all councils.
I would like to thank Father Jim Corrigan, Shauna LaGrange and the State Council officers for their continued
support. Keep those pennies rolling in!
Please remember to make your cheques payable to the
Alberta K of C State Council and send it to:
K of C State Council Office,
#4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, Alberta T4N 1S1
Respectfully yours,
Brian H. Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman
(Continued from page 10, State Vocations Chairman)

Ask your pastor to include a petition for vocations in
the general intercessions on a regular basis;
♦ Be sure that relevant pamphlets, prayer cards, posters and other materials are visible and available to
parishioners, and,
♦ Pray for vocations at every council/assembly activity
or meeting.
♦

RSVP: For more details check out the Vocations tab on
the State web pages: http://kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/
vocations/ The Supreme Council prefers to receive applications for RSVP (form #2863) between April 1 and
June 30 for the fraternal year ending June 30.
Brother John Leszkowicz
State Vocations Chairman
vocationschairman@kofc.ab.ca
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(Continued from page 3, State Advocate)

engage the participation of the parishioners towards a
common goal: Building God’s Church. Construction cost
is around $14 million; $5.9 million has been raised so
far. Now half-built, the church is expected to open in
December. We hereby appeal to our brother Knights
and families to support wholeheartedly, in one way or
another, this gala fundraiser. By the way, the pastor of
St. Theresa’s and Corpus Christi Parishes is our Worthy
State Chaplain, the energetic and charismatic Father Jim
Corrigan.
Happy Valentines to all!
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Advocate

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

These words stuck with me as I reflected on the reality
that Jesus did not ask denominational affiliation or cultural background when people sought His help. In fact
many of the healings and miracles Jesus performed
were on individuals who came to him with little or no
Judeo/Christian understanding of God.
Brothers, the Knights of Columbus is an organization that facilitates our ability to “do the right thing”
in a very efficient and cohesive manner. The Knights together are and will continue to make a difference, because even if they don’t say it, their mandate, like the
witness of Jesus Himself is, “to do the right thing.” As an
organized group of Catholic men, when we do a winter
coat drive, a Christmas hamper delivery, work a bingo
for a seniors’ group, we have the ability to be very effective and very productive. Yes, we are all unique children
of God but we are also a large, organized group of likeminded Catholic men who desire “to do the right thing.”
Your Knights of Columbus council, your district and your
State facilitate the opportunity for all of us to truly become the witnesses our Lord has called us to be. May
the Holy Spirit continue to guide our councils and our
men to always have hearts that desire “to do the right
thing.”
Vivat Jesus!
Fr Jim
State Chaplain
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 4 February 2015

(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

♦

♦

♦
♦
♦
♦

♦

function, and other individuals on the program and
their roles.
If women are to be present, invite the State Deputy’s wife. Advise on dress code and arrange a ladies’ committee to welcome her.
Offer to arrange hotel facilities. Arrange to meet
and transport the State Deputy as required. If no
banquet, arrange for appropriate meals or refreshments.
Greet State Deputy properly and introduce him to
other dignitaries.
Express special appreciation to the State Deputy for
his visit.
Arrange proper speaking facilities.
Seat the State Deputy as prescribed at the Head
Table. Arrange a special table for the State Deputy
and dignitaries for after dinner entertainment.
When the State Deputy assigns an alternate to represent him, the alternate should be extended the
same courtesies.

(Continued from page 2, State Treasurer)

The Kilometreage & Per Diem Committee will meet during the Convention weekend to ensure that the numbers are correct. The list of the amounts will be sent to
the committee prior to the Convention for them to review beforehand.
Again, I am looking forward to a productive last half of
our Columbian Year.
Fraternally,
W. Charles Russell
State Treasurer
Mid-Year District Deputies Meeting was held the end of
November in Calgary. (Below) Lady Elaine Barth, Lady
Barb Kouwenberg and Sir Knight Gaston Launiere lead
banquet guests with “O Canada”. Brother John Luk hard at
work as always! D.D. Ray & Lady Rosemary Khuller.

INTRODUCTIONS
♦ Introduce person of lesser importance to another
of greater importance.
♦ Names of dignitaries should be spelled and pronounced correctly.
♦ When introducing dignitaries give their title and
name.
The last part of 13 Areas of Protocol will be discussed on
the next issue.
The Annual State Council Convention will be held on
April 17, 18 & 19 in Red Deer at the Sheraton Hotel.
Please be reminded to submit your entries and resolutions by the deadline.
Happy Valentines to all and Happy Family Day!
Vivat Jesus!
Brother Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Warden
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From the State Family Coordinator

By Sal Ficaccio

B

rother Knights,

Welcome to 2015; may this be a year of Peace, Good
Health, and Prosperity to each and every one of you.
The feast of “The Holy Family” was celebrated during
the Christmas Season; a very important celebration to
all of us and an exemplification for our families to follow. The love of family is a precious gift given to us by
God to nurture and protect with love. I hope that many
of you were able to enjoy and spend time with your
family during this season.
I would like to encourage everyone to submit a family
from their council for the “Family of the Year Award “at
the State level. The winner of the State will also be submitted to the Supreme level. There are so many deserving families within our Jurisdiction; please take the time
to submit a form. The “Family of the Year Awards” entry form is available as a print version. Go to
www.kofc.ab.ca – Forms – Council Forms. (The “Family
of the Month” form is also available at that site as an
online version or a print version.)
Thank you for your help and support of this worthy program.
Vivat Jesus!
Sal Ficaccio,
State Family Coordinator

(Continued from page 9, Culture of Life Chair Couple)

part to help by promoting openly the stand of the
church in assisting pro-life groups, and if there are no
groups in the surrounding area, be that visible arm of
the culture for life and be pro-active to save the family
as this is what it’s all about.
It’s time to talk about March for Life in Alberta; again
this year we count on you to join us at this annual event.
The one in Edmonton under the Alberta March for Life Association will be
on Thursday, May 14, 2015. Go to
“albertamarchforlifeassociation.com”
to find more information and to make
donations as we work hard to move
this event forward in the hope of saving lives. We are a volunteer organization made of brother knights and other volunteers. We
can succeed year after year only with the help of benefactors like our councils who have supported us from
the first march in 2007. Please be generous one more
time; thank you!
Calgary people can participate in the Hike for Life on
Saturday prior to Mother’s Day. For more information,
go to the webpage of Calgary ProLife. Many brothers told me that I
did not speak about this event. At
the time I was not familiar with it;
my apologies for that. Please participate but most importantly, take
pictures and report about this
event, the number of participants
and anything else that makes this one more event supported by Knights.
I have one more request from the Calgary Chapter. Are
you working on the acquisition of an ultrasound machine for the Calgary area? Please contact me as soon as
possible; I can’t wait to see the day where one of these
machines assists your city in reducing the number of
abortions as a result of such a gift to your community.

Congratulations to Joan & Denis Baudais who were
recipients of the Family of the Year award in Corpus
Christi Council #7871. (From Left to Right) Grand
Knight Ed Grantham, District Deputy Gaston Launière,
Joan & Denis Baudais and Wally Muscoby.
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Please make copies of this article for your membership
and for your parish, inviting them to read this message.
The goal we have as Knights is to educate through love
so that we can save lives. This will happen by sharing the
conviction that God gives us the gift of life, and by our
actions through prayers and the rally, we will succeed.
Indifference kills hundreds of lives each
month, don’t be silent, ever for God’s love!

Patrice & Hélène Roussel, Culture of Life Chair Couple
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 4 February 2015

Congratulations!
Families of the Month
2014- 2015
November 2014
Alvin & Cary Volk
Glen & Susan Turner
Donald & Heather Burdeyney
Paolo & Hilda Festa-Bianchet
Freddy & Augusta Padilla
Ernest & Fiona Seguin

Edmonton Council #1184
Paddy Nolan Council #6994
St. Bonaventure Council #7432
Father Bonner Council #7599
Our Lady of Grace Council #12419
St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

December 2014
Joseph & Sophie Smith
Sthane Chouinard & Clara Gingras
Paul & Jeanette Liber
Denis & Joan Baudais
Peter & Anna Perrotta

Edmonton Council #1184
Dandurand Council #7212
Father Bonner Council #7599
Corpus Christi Council #7871
Our Lady of Grace Council #12419

Winners of the Holy Family Statue
November 2014
Ernest & Fiona Seguin

St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

December 2014
Sthane Chouinard & Clara Gingras

Dandurand Council #7212

“Family — Together in Our Faith and Our Future”
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 4 February 2015
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We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers:
To the family of Ralph Gaetz who passed away on
December 5, 2014. Brother Ralph was a member of
the Canadian Martyrs Council #13226, Calgary.
♦ For our Brother Grand Knight Dennis Stansfield
(Holy Trinity Council #12353) and family for the
loss of son/brother Byron on December 30, 2014.
♦ To the family of Sir Knight Vincent Beck who
passed away on December 24, 2014. Sir Knight
Vincent Beck was a member of the Father Michael
J. McGivney Assembly #2841, Calgary.
♦ To the family of Eugeniusz Sztupecki who passed
away January 6, 2015. Brother Eugeniusz was a
member of Father Jan Otlowski Council #14497.
♦

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Third Degree Exemplifications 2014-2015
Date

Location

February 7, 2015

Edmonton area

February 14, 2015

Fort McMurray

March 1, 2015

Lloydminster/Wainwright

March 7, 2015

Edmonton

March 15, 2015

Lethbridge

March 21, 2015

Red Deer

May 2, 2015

Grande Prairie/Peace River

May 30, 2015

Calgary

May 30, 2015

Edmonton

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Ash Wednesday
February 18, 2015
40 Days
Prayer, Fasting,
Works of Love
tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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55th Annual CURLING BONSPIEL
March 21 & 22, 2015, at the Ellerslie Curling Club,
530-71 St. SW, Edmonton—“Fraternal Night” (a
meet, greet, mix & mingle) and early registration on
Friday March 20th. For more info or assistance,
contact Mike Mravinec at mravinec@kroll.ca or
call 780-887-0103.

2015 ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION
April 17-19, 2015 at Sheraton Inn, Red Deer
Convention Chairman: Julian Hnatiw

2015 STATE HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
April 24-26, 2015 at the Knights of Columbus
Arena, 13160—137 Ave. N.W. Edmonton.
Hosted by Holy Trinity Council #12353 and
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312
Chairman: Grant Mann—Ph: 780-438-6920 or
Email: membershipdirector@kofc.ab.ca for more
information.

2015 STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT
Saturday, June 13, 2015 at the Camrose Golf
Course. Hosted by Camrose Council #3437
Chairman Barry Stotts
Phone (780) 672-9686; Email: bar.rita@lynxnet.ca
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 4 February 2015
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“Our Christian vocation is
watched by those who follow the
good works of our members and
families. This includes our own
families.”

“It is reasonable to say that we
can handle any manner of crosses/
winters and the challenges that come
with them, because we know that there
is new life on the horizon.”
William J. Smith

B

Fr. Jim Corrigan

D

rother Knights, Spouses & Family,

We are approaching the end of Lent. As members of the Knights of Columbus we are leaders in our
communities. Our Christian vocation is watched by
those who follow the good works of our members and
families. This includes our own families. Time should be
set aside for meals together, movies together and when
the weather is fine, a simple walk in the park. Lent is a
good time to start interacting with our families without
cells phones, IPads, etc. I have often watched my nieces
and nephews “talking” to people while eating and
watching TV; to my surprise they may be communicating with someone in the same room. As a family organization, time together at Easter brings us together.
Our Surge Programs have been received and
evaluated. Thanks to all, there was an increase in the
number of councils who sent in programs this year. The
programs show how many activities we have in the
communities. The winners will be announced at the Annual Convention in April, and the winning entries will be
forwarded to Supreme for further review.
Membership has been doing well, but there are
still many families who have not been offered the opportunities and services that the Knights of Columbus
can provde. New members bring new ideas and potentially will replace executive members who have been
looking to retire from their current positions. If you have
candidates and cannot find a first degree, contact your

ear Worthy Brothers,

One thing I can say about spring is that after a
long cold, dark and at times very snowy winter, one is
able to truly appreciate the sun, the warmth and the
new life the spring of the year brings with it. We are a
resilient people and we can put up with a lot of snow
and cold weather, in part, because we know that we
have something much more to look forward to. Spring is
coming as sure as the sun rises and sets every day.
Brothers, as I reflect on the spring phenomenon, particularly as we begin this most holy of weeks, I see an
interesting and I dare say a profound analogy. Just as
the dreary darkness and cold of the winter season gives
way to the new life of spring time, we are invited to
view the cross of our Lord Jesus as the winter that leads
to spring like new life. The cross is the winter; the resurrection of our Lord is the new life that allows us to know
with certainty, that there is something much, much better in store for us as Disciples of Christ.
Spring brings with it many blessings, not the
least of which is a sense of well-being and looking ahead
with joyful anticipation. We have just celebrated the
death and resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, I encourage you to reflect on what this means to us. We
have been offered the gift of eternal life with our heavenly Father through the death and resurrection of our
Lord. This is truly something to look forward to, with joy
and anticipation. It is reasonable to say that we can handle any manner of crosses/winters and the challenges

(Continued on page 11)
(Continued on page 9)

W

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Ronald J. Schuster

By W. Charles Russell

orthy Brother Knights All,

B

As we are quickly closing in on another Columbian year I
wish to thank all who have contributed so much of their
gift of time away from their family, in order to make our
Order stronger. I offer a special thanks to the Membership Team that has worked very hard this past year in
their encouragement to councils and brother Knights, in
order to bring in new members to the Order. As a past
Membership Director for the Order, I know how difficult
a service position this is and of the additional time consumption it demands. Every one of our Director positions is very demanding. Strong Programs, Ceremonials
and Communications, along with all the Chair positions
form us into what we are. I would be remiss if I did not
thank all the Second Degree Teams and the Conferring
Officers for all the travelling they have done in their performance of spreading our wonderful lessons of Unity
and Fraternity. I offer a prayer of thanks to our Bishops
and Priests to whom we pledge our solidarity. Thank you
to my Brothers on the State Board who have worked
very hard over the last year to be of service to all our
brother Knights and their councils. We, on the State
Board, have often been requested to assist where we
can. It may not have been every council requesting our
assistance but many have. To the District Deputies for
their guidance toward their respective Councils and to
the Worthy Grand Knights for their leadership in their
Councils, thank you, as well as the Field Agents who
bring us protection and peace for our families. Thanks to
all of our brother Knights who volunteer for various
functions, keeping our councils active throughout the
Order. Shauna and Linda at the State Office, who work
diligently for us all, are truly appreciated. Thank you
both.

rothers,

Our Annual State Convention, being held in Red Deer on
April 17, 18, & 19, 2015 is fast approaching.
A reminder to you that your Council’s Delegates Voting
Credentials should have been sent to the Red Deer State
Office. The Council’s State Per Capita and Insurance assessment must be paid prior to the Convention. In addition, any Supreme assessments must also be paid prior
to the Convention. If they are not paid, the Council cannot send Voting Delegates to the Convention.
To date 141 Councils have paid their 2015 Per Capita
and Insurance assessment.
All Councils who attain “STAR COUNCIL” status by the
end of June 2015 will have their Supreme Council assessment of $4.50 per billable member waived for 2016.
If, for example, you have 100 billable members, the
Council would save $450.00, which could be used for
charitable projects.
Our Columbian year ends on June 30, 2015 and not right
after the State Convention. Recruitment for the year
ends on June 30th and that gives each and every Council
the opportunity to cash in on the Supreme Star Council
incentive.
Hawkings, Epp, Dumont LLP have completed the audit of
the State Board’s finances. Their report was sent to all
Councils in the Jurisdiction for your review prior to the
Convention. The 2015/2016 Budget was also sent to all
Councils via email for your review.

Just a friendly reminder that Council forms are to be
submitted for the Columbian Award by JUNE 30, 2015,
and the application for Refund Support for the Vocations Program is also due JUNE 30, 2015.

The Per Diem cheques are issued on the last day of the
Convention. One Per Diem cheque per Council. The District Deputies will distribute the cheques to the Councils
in their respective Councils.

It has been my greatest pleasure to have been of service
to my brother Knights for the last two years as your
State Secretary. It has not been without challenges but
as usual, those challenges were met head on and the
issues were dealt with in a professional and courteous
manner.

I hope to see many of you in Red Deer at the Annual
Convention.

(Continued on page 10)
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Fraternally,
W. Charles Russell
State Treasurer
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Y. Mendita

“Teamwork: Key to Success”

A

s your State Advocate for Columbian years 20132015, it has given me great pride and pleasure to
work closely with my fellow State Executive Officers,
Directors, Chairmen, Grand Knights, District Deputies
and Brother Knights.
Moving forward, whatever opportunity holds for us in
the future, rest assured your trust and confidence will
be repaid a hundredfold with hard work, dignity and
honour.
I would like to thank the six District Deputies and the 32
Grand Knights who were on the Resolutions Committee.
Their time and effort in discussing, assessing and recommending actions on all resolutions, after careful, sincere
and thoughtful deliberations, made my job as Chair of
the Resolutions Committee an easy one over the past
two consecutive years.
During the 104th Annual State Convention held in Edmonton from April 25 to 27, 2014, we presented, deliberated and decided on five resolutions. The end result of
the hotly contested resolution on the participation in
casinos as a source of fund raising demonstrated that
we are “in Solidarity with our Bishops and Priests”. The
tally: 116 delegates voted against casinos, 63 delegates
were in favour and 8 abstained.
This year, at the 105th Annual State Convention to be
held in Red Deer from April 17 to 19, we will present
four resolutions to the delegates. Incidentally, the resolution on casinos will be brought up again. Nevertheless,
the Resolutions Committee made its recommendations
either by adoption or rejection of the resolutions in
compliance with our Laws and Constitution, the Good of
the Order and the practicality and feasibility of following
up with the required action.
As well, we have laid down some specific ground rules in
dealing with the resolutions at the Annual State Council
Meeting which we can honestly say are fair and just to
everybody – be it for or against a resolution.
One Body; One Spirit. This is what we are. This is who we
are! The Knights always take a prominent role in assisting and building religious institutions, for example a
seminary or a church, because we believe that it is a
part of our mission. We have launched the Corpus
(Continued on page 9)
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I

’d like to wish everyone a happy and blessed Easter.

As this is the last quarter of the Columbian year 201415, we are now getting ready for the upcoming Annual
Convention to be held in Red Deer, at the Sheraton Hotel on April 17-19. It is very important to attend the
State Convention as this is the time to participate for
the betterment of our organization. It is also the time to
voice our concerns to make our Order stronger and
more alive.
I would like to remind all brother Knights to continue
recruiting new members as this is needed to keep our
councils active and to build up our councils. We must
support our Membership Team as they work very hard
to be successful in attaining our common goal.
As per continuation from the previous State Affairs issue, the last part of the 13 Areas of Protocol is as follows:
SPEAKERS AND SPEECHES
♦ Identify the speaker, the topic, give ample notice
and stipulate the time allotted.
♦ There should only be one guest speaker.
♦ State Officer or District Deputy should always be
given an opportunity to speak at the function or
meeting. If several are present, only the senior-most
ranking person should speak.
HEAD TABLE
♦ All dignitaries are honoured guests.
♦ If there is not enough seating at a head table, other
dignitaries should sit at designated seats in the audience and be introduced at an appropriate time.
♦ Seating is arranged by rank--highest rank at the middle of the table.
♦ Introduce guests from right to middle, then left to
middle, excluding speaking members of head table.
♦ All should rise when head table members enter and
remain standing until they are seated.
♦ For speaking programs, introduce speakers from
lowest rank to main speaker.
♦ Persons introduced from the audience should be
ranked from top down.
♦ At Degree banquets, Honorees must be at the Head
Table.
FLAGS
♦ When the Canadian flag is displayed flat on the wall
it should be above and behind the speaker. The Ma(Continued on page 12)
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From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Grant M. Mann

K of C Named as a World's
Most Ethical Company
(3/9/2015)
The Ethisphere Institute recognizes the Knights of Columbus' commitment to ethical leadership for the second year in a row.

T

he Knights of Columbus has been recognized by
the Ethisphere Institute, the global leader in defining and advancing the standards of ethical business
practices, as a 2015 World’s Most Ethical Company®.
The World’s Most Ethical Companies designation recognizes those organizations that have had a material impact on the way business is conducted by fostering a
culture of ethics and transparency at every level of the
company.
Being a two consecutive year honoree underscores the
Knights of Columbus’ commitment to leading ethical
business standards and practices ensuring long-term
value to key stakeholders including customers, employees, suppliers, regulators and investors. The Knights of
Columbus is one of only four companies in the Life Insurance category honored this year.
"For more than 130 years, the Knights of Columbus has
been protecting the financial future of Catholic families
and providing charity to those on the margins of society,” said Supreme Knight Carl Anderson. “That founding principle of helping those in need is at work in every
aspect of our business, guiding our corporate governance, our professional agency force, our investments,
and our day-to-day business operations. It is this continued commitment to our foundational, Catholic principles that is the key to our ethical, sustainable and successful business model.”

STATE MEMBERSHIP GROWTH MISSION FOR 2015

I

n the February issue of State Affairs, I spoke about
the request made by our State Deputy, Bill Smith, to
our Membership Team to provide recruitment and retention advice and support to the 90 plus councils that
had a zero or negative growth in their membership to
the end of December 2014. I am happy to report that 23 man Mission Teams from our State Membership Team
have been able to make visits to a number of these
councils, and the results have been positive. We are still
receiving calls from councils, and our Mission Teams are
attempting to make visits to as many as possible. If your
Council is experiencing slow or negative growth this Columbian Year, I would encourage you to contact any of
the Brother Knights listed in the Roster under Membership, and we will arrange a Saturday afternoon meeting
with your Parish Priest and Council Executive, followed
by assistance with a Parish Campaign at the Saturday
and Sunday Masses.
On another note, Supreme announced at the beginning
of March that any council that achieves Star Council
status during the 2014-15 Columbian Year, will not be
required to pay the $4.50 per capita to Supreme for the
2015-16 Columbian Year. For the average sized council
of 150 members this will save your Council $675 which
you can then use to support other worthy causes in your
Parish or community.
Having said this we know that to achieve the Membership Growth Quota for your Council, you will need to not
only recruit but to reactivate some of your dormant
Brother Knights that have signaled their lack of interest
in your Council by not paying their annual dues.

“The World’s Most Ethical Companies embrace the correlation between ethical business practice and improved
company performance. These companies use ethics as a
means to further define their industry leadership and
understand that creating an ethical culture and earning
the World’s Most Ethical Companies recognition involves more than just an outward facing message or a
handful of senior executives saying the right thing,” said
Ethisphere’s Chief Executive Officer, Timothy Erblich.
“Earning this recognition involves the collective action
of a global workforce from the top down. We congratulate everyone at Knights of Columbus for this extraordinary achievement.”

Although it is your Financial Secretary who each November or December sends notice of dues for the coming
calendar year to all members and then sends a reminder
in February or March to those members that are still
unpaid, it is not his responsibility to reactivate these
Brother Knights. Your Financial Secretary is only responsible to provide a list of Brother Knights that are considered delinquent to the Retention Committee. If the DGK
and Trustees that are defined in the Grand Knight’s
Manual as the Retention Committee, do not actively
seek to find these Brother Knights, meet with them and
encourage them to return to active status with your
Council, their unpaid dues can soon become a drain on
your Council’s funds, since their per capita to State and

(Continued on page 11)

(Continued on page 9)
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B

From the State Program Director

From the State Communications & PR Director

By Dean Rombough

By Michael Anctil

rother Knights,

I would like to take the opportunity to thank
each brother Knight and his family for all their hard
work during this Columbian year. At the beginning of
the year I put out a challenge to all Grand Knights and
their councils. The councils this year have achieved great
success and deserve a huge pat on the back.
Our Worthy State Deputy and the Surge Team
had the privilege of judging the Surge for Service Program this year, and we were thoroughly delighted by
the response shown from the councils. The amount of
entries in all categories well exceeded our expectations.
Thank you so much for all your hard work and dedication. I look forward to being present and assisting our
Worthy State Deputy as we award the winners of the
different categories at the State Convention.
The jurisdiction is well on the way to having
many of the councils earn the Star Council award for
fulfilling all criteria in the Surge for Service program and
their membership quotas.
As I am writing this article, my arms and shoulders are very tired from curling at the State Bonspiel this
weekend. I want to extend thanks to Saint Peter’s Council for hosting a great event at the Ellerslie Curling Club.
Who knows, maybe next year the State team might actually win a game. At least we did tie one, but I think the
other team was extending Charity and Fraternity to the
State Deputy and his team.
Brother Grant and his team are busy preparing
for a great Hockey Tournament in Edmonton, and the
Camrose Council will again host the State Golf Tournament. These fraternal activities should prove to be great
events.
I look forward to meeting and speaking with all
my brother Knights at the upcoming State Convention
this year in Red Deer. I know the Worthy State Convention Chair and his team have spent long hours preparing
for the convention. It promises to be a great event.
REMEMBER: EVERY PROGRAM REPRESENTS A
MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT OPPORTUNITY

G

reetings Brother Knights,

In my last State Affairs article, I requested some
feedback on the DVD that each council received
regarding information provided by the State Executive and Directors on their portfolios. We need to
know if all the effort that went into producing this
DVD was worth it. This was a major undertaking
and involved many hours of work by Brother Lito
Soco, Brother Joseph Duenas and Brother Jim
Danielson. Our team wants to know if you preferred watching the DVD or if you would rather
drive to one of the six Regional meetings held each
summer.
To Date I haven’t received a single response which
concerns me greatly.
I would greatly appreciate some feedback on what
you thought of the DVD and if you felt it was helpful
or not. Please email me your comments at:

communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
We have other incentives that we are considering,
but we need to know that it makes a difference to
improving our jurisdiction. If we’re not hearing any
good or bad comments we have no way of assessing how effective our programs are working. I’ll
share your comments with our State Board and
your Communications team.
Thank you and God bless,
Michael Anctil,
State Communication and PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca

Vivat Jesus!
Dean Rombough
State Program Director
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(Below) New brother Knights in District #16 after their exemplification. District Deputy Rufus Awharitoma presents
Anniversary Certificate to Council #14932. Congratulations!

Major Degree Exemplification Banquet held on
February 14, 2015 at St. Theresa’s Parish, Edmonton.
(Below from Left to Right) Third Degree honouree Fr.
Luan Vu, DD John and Gloria Duchame, SA Vince &
Ruby Reyes, 2nd Degree honouree GK Perry & Jo-Anne
Hendricks, SC Fr. Jim Corrigan and SS Ron Schuster.
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55th Annual State Curling Bonspiel was hosted by St. Peter Council #7070, March 21 & 22, at the Ellerslie Curing
Club, Edmonton. Below left is the host Council’s Grand Knight Gerard Korte and wife Margaret along with the State
Board “Dream Team”, or is it “Dream-on Team”? ☺

WELCOME to 16 new Brother Knights who joined the Order during the First Degree Exemplification, headed by
State Advocate Vince R. Reyes, on March 14, 2015 at St. Joseph’s High School, Edmonton.

(Below) ACF President Wally Streit presented ACF pen
sets to acknowledge the dedicated service of two former
Directors, Brad Cody on the left and Gerald Nicolet on
the right..

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg
format to the State Office via email at:

stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Please provide a brief description of the picture you are sending.

May the Blessings of the Lord fill your heart
and your home with love, peace and happiness.

Shauna
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 5 April 2015
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From the Charitable Foundation

From the State Family Coordinator

By Wally Streit, President of the ACF

By Sal Ficaccio

T

he Knights of Columbus
Charitable Foundation is the
Charitable Foundation of each and
every Brother Knight in our jurisdiction. We pledge to provide good
stewardship and prudent management of the funds entrusted to us by donors and to
use the income we earn to promote and assist
charitable causes.

If we reach our Catch the Spirit campaign goals we
expect our revenues from our increased investment
portfolio will permit us to significantly increase
funds available on an annual basis for qualified
charities.
The Special Name/Individual segment of our campaign (and that is all of us), has a goal of $500,000.
Since our last State Affairs we have moved a little
closer (+$33,000) to our goal, and we are at the
time of this writing at $458,430. If you have not
participated in our Catch the Spirit campaign,
please consider a monthly pledge of $20-$25
(monthly after tax cost is 50%). You can see that if
35 Brothers pledged $20-$25 a month over 5 years
we will reach our goal. Please call me or Phil Birch,
and we will get a pledge form to you. Also call us if
you have a name that we could call. Together we
can do it.
Our Board Members will make a special effort to
meet as many of the convention delegates as we
can at the State Convention. We also invite all delegates to learn more about our Charitable Foundation. We will have a table set up by our ACF banners and would be delighted to have lots of visitors.
Our AGM after lunch on Saturday will provide good
information about our ACF, including reports from
a number of Board members. Our Treasurer has
sent a package out to all Grand Knights in those regions where an election of a Director will take
place.

B

rother Knights,

The “Family of the Month” program is a year round program that honours the families in our Councils.
Several councils have submitted an entry for the “Family
of the Year” which we will present at the State Convention in April. I would like to thank all of the participating
councils, and we hope that we can encourage many
more councils for next year.
It was wonderful to see the large amount of entries for
the Family Category; it shows support for this wonderful
program.
Let me refer you to the March 2015 Columbian magazine, a quote from Pope Francis’ speech on January 16,
2015 to families in the Philippines:
“The pressures of family life today are
many….While all too many people live in dire poverty,
others are caught up in materialism and lifestyles that
are destructive of family life and the most basic demands of Christian morality. These are forms of ideological colonization. The family is also threatened by growing efforts on the part of some to redefine the very institution of marriage, by relativism, by the culture of the
ephemeral, by a lack of openness to life.”
I encourage all councils to participate in the program
that was initiated by our Supreme Knight Carl Anderson
in “Building the Domestic Church: The Family Fully
Alive”. This booklet gives guidelines and ideas for Councils to include family participation. We still have time to
get involved and be part of the preparation for the 8th
World Meeting of Families, to be held in September
2015 in Philadelphia.
On behalf of myself, my wife Betty and our family, we
would like to wish each and everyone of you “A Blessed
Easter in Our Resurrected Christ”.
Thank you for your help and support of this worthy program.
Vivat Jesus!
Sal Ficaccio,
State Family Coordinator

Wally Streit, PSD
Foundation President
Page 8
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(Continued from page 3, State Advocate)

(Continued from page 4, State Membership Director)

Christi Gala fundraiser to be held on October 3, 2015 at
the Shaw Conference Center, Hall D, in Edmonton. Deep
in our hearts, we believe that this is a great opportunity
for all of us to be a part of the building of God’s new
home which is the Corpus Christi Church in southeast
Edmonton. We are knocking on your generous hearts to
help in whatever way you can.

Supreme which is collectively $20 per year must still be
paid by your Financial Secretary to keep your Council
status active. After a few years of inactivity by your Retention Committee, your FS begins to wonder how he
will be able to balance the income and expenses of your
Council because there are so many Brother Knights that
are not paying their annual dues. This is not fair to your
Financial Secretary or to the other Brother Knights that
are paying their dues each year.

To be successful, let us follow what Ken Blanchard once
said, “None of us is as smart as all of us. However, all of
us collectively or on a team are only as smart as the differences in each of us.”
To our dearly beloved ladies – from your devoted husbands- to paraphrase Robert Browning, “Grow old with
us! The best is yet to be!”
In closing, I am forever grateful for the love and support
of my family, my lovely wife, Ruby and our wonderful
children, Stephanie and Richard.
May God bless us and our families!
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Advocate
2013-2015
(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

that come with them, because we know that there is
new life on the horizon. “I consider that the sufferings of
this present time are as nothing compared with the
glory to be revealed for us.” (Rom. 8, 14) My brothers,
St. Paul has it right; the snow and the crosses that are
part of our sometimes wintry lives are nothing when
compared to the eternal spring time we have been offered by our Lord.
May our Lord continue to bless you and yours as
we celebrate together, the spring of our world and the
spring of our eternity.
Blessings,

Fr. Jim

This is the time of year when our Financial Secretaries
are turning over their list of delinquent members to the
Retention Committee. I would encourage all Deputy
Grand Knights and Trustees to take the time to “seek
out the lost sheep” of their Council. How we treat these
Brothers will have a huge impact not only on your Council’s ability to achieve the Membership Growth Quota,
but it will also be a very tangible sign of how your Council practices our principals of Charity, Unity and Fraternity.
It is also important to note that in addition to practicing
charity, unity and fraternity toward your Brother Knights
that are inactive, the work of the Retention Committee
is required by the rules and laws that govern our Order
before any Brother Knight can be suspended. To be
clear, even if your Financial Secretary wanted to suspend these delinquent Brothers from your Council to
avoid making the per capita payments to State and Supreme, he is not allowed to send a Notice of Suspension
request to Supreme until the Retention Committee has
filed a hard copy report that satisfies your Grand Knight
and District Deputy that all reasonable attempts were
made by the Retention Committee to reactivate these
Brother Knights.
In summary, we have the opportunity and financial incentive to recruit more Catholic men to our Order but
we must not forget, especially at this time of year to do
all that we can in charity, unity and fraternity to seek
out our inactive Brothers and re-engage them in the
works of charity organized by our Councils.
Fraternally yours in Christ,
Grant M. Mann
State Membership Director
Home: (780) 438-6920
Web: www.kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/membership/
"Follow me and I will make you fishers of men."
(Matthew 4:19)
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M

From the State Youth Coordinator

From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Julian Hnatiw

By Gary T. Sherman

y Brother Knights,

Thank you for your continued effort in promoting our
Youth programs.
As we complete our Soccer Challenge Competition,
please ensure that all forms from the Council and District level have been completed and sent in.
Free Throw Program: Please ensure that all information
for each participant is fully completed on the Free
Throw program. Ensure that all the information for each
participant is fully completed on the Free Throw entry
form (e.g. age, name, council, district, score at each
level, signed by a parent, etc.), to avoid participants being disqualified due to technicalities. Kindly ensure that
all these completed forms are passed from the Council
to the District and to the Regional Levels.
Coats for Kids: I would like to thank all councils for your
continued support in this great program giving warmth
to those who required some care.

H

ello Worthy Brothers

Thank you very much to all the councils that have
participated in the Marian Hour of Prayer program
to date.
As our Columbian year is starting to get down to the crunch
time for prayers in your
church, council, membership,
home visits, etc., I trust plans
are in place for your Church
programs. I urge you to please
include Mary in your council’s
programs.
Please call me or email me with your time in advance of your event.
May God bless,
Vivat Jesus!

Please provide me with any feedback and suggestions
you may have so that we can improve and promote our
Youth programs in the future. The success of all the
Youth programs depends on us working together as a
TEAM.

Gary T. Sherman,
State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman (North)
(780) 457-3749 / marianhourofprayer@kofc.ab.ca

Wishing you and your families a blessed Easter filled
with peace, love and happiness.

Western Catholic Reporter

God bless,
Julian Hnatiw
State Youth Coordinator
(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

Someone very important who has supported me
throughout my endeavours with the Knights of Columbus is Kathy, my wife. I am most eternally thankful for
her love, interest and most valuable support.

God bless you and your family.
Vivat Jesus!
Brother Ron Schuster,
State Secretary Alberta/NWT
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“A new year is around the corner. Keep up with the
Western Catholic Reporter (WCR) as we continue
bringing the Gospel to bear on current issues in
the Church in 2015!”
“The Knights have long realized the importance of
the Catholic press in keeping Catholics informed
about Church teaching and news, and in helping to
build Catholic community. A one-year subscription
to the WCR sent to an Alberta address is $35.
Cheques (made payable to Catholic Archdiocese of
Edmonton) or credit card information (Visa or
MasterCard) can be sent to the Western Catholic
Reporter, 8421—101 Avenue, Edmonton, T6A 0L1,
or you can phone 780-424-1557 or you can subscribe using our website, www.wcr.ab.ca.”
Glen Argan, Editor of WCR
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From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brother Knights,

As the Saints in Heaven
praise Him
With their joyful Easter
song,
So on earth, you faithful servants,
Honour Him with heart
and tongue.

I would again ask for the Grand Knights’ assistance in
the promotion of the Pennies for Heaven program.
When you have a fundraising project where some or a
portion of the money goes to Pennies for Heaven,
please take a few photos and write up a short note
about the project. We can use this to show other Councils successful ideas for raising funds. I thank you for
supporting Vocations and your generous donations.
Please remember to make your cheques payable to the
Alberta K of C State Council and send it to:

Alleluia!

K of C State Council Office,
#4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, Alberta T4N 1S1
Fraternally yours,
Brian Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman
(Continued from page 4, General Agent)

The World's Most Ethical Company assessment is based
upon the Ethisphere Institute’s Ethics Quotient™ (EQ)
framework developed over years of research to provide
a means to assess an organization’s performance in an
objective, consistent and standardized way. The information collected provides a comprehensive sampling of
definitive criteria of core competencies, rather than all
aspects of corporate governance, risk, sustainability,
compliance and ethics. The EQ framework and methodology is determined, vetted and refined by the expert
advice and insights gleaned from Ethisphere’s network
of thought leaders and from the World’s Most Ethical
Company Methodology Advisory Panel.
Scores are generated in five key categories: ethics and
compliance program (35%), corporate citizenship and
responsibility (20%), culture of ethics (20%), governance
(15%) and leadership, innovation and reputation (10%).
The full list of the 2015 World's Most Ethical Companies
can be found at http://ethisphere.com/worlds-mostethical/wme-honorees/

Fraternally yours,
Marc Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent, AB/NWT
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 5 April 2015

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

District Deputy or check the website for degrees in your
area. Supreme has an incentive to give a credit of $4.50
per member for Star councils based upon the council’s
membership on July 1st. This credit could be used to
support your council funding. This includes new memberships before June 30th. Councils reducing membership before June 30 will lose this credit for those members. Per capita for 2015 has already been paid to Supreme and State to December 31, 2015 so there is no
benefit to suspend anyone until after July 1st. This will
give time to reactivate the member, provide a program
to involve his family and make sure he remains in the
Knights of Columbus.
After the Annual Convention your council will
have their council elections. New Executives require
some planning, and we should start now to encourage
some of our new or inactive members to step forward
and offer their services. We are bringing in new members for what they can get out of the Knights of Columbus, but they also bring new ideas. Let’s start by listening to them.
Thank you; drive carefully.
Vivat Jesus!
William J Smith,
State Deputy Alberta/NWT

Families – Together in our Faith and our Future
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We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers:
To the family of Donald Kennedy who passed away
on January 26, 2015. Brother Donald was a member
of the Father Fred Cahill Council #8471, Calgary.
♦ To the family of Deloyd Arthur Ell who passed
away January 30, 2015. Brother Deloyd was Grand
Knight of Our Lady of Peace Council #5726,
Lethbridge at the time of his death.
♦ To family and friends of Sir Knight Leoncio “Chito”
Jaraiz who passed away on February 23, 2015.
Brother Chito not only served as Recording Secretary for Calgary Chapter but was very active in the
Knights (Father Doucet Assembly #0006 and Monsignor Doyle Council #1186) as well as other Catholic organizations.
♦ To the family of Sir Knight Wally Burfield who
passed away April 4, 2015. Brother Wally was a
member of Ascension Council #10065 and Father
Naphin Assembly #2346 in Calgary.
♦

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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Third Degree Exemplifications 2014-2015
Date

Location

April 25, 2015

Edmonton

May 2, 2015

Grande Prairie/Peace River

May 30, 2015

Calgary

(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

ple Leaf should be to the right of the speaker.
♦ If this flag is on a staff, it should always be on the
right side of the speaker.
♦ The flag should not cover a speaker’s desk or be
draped on a platform.
JEWELS
♦ All Officers should wear their Jewels of Office at all
Council meetings and at Council functions and socials.
I look forward to seeing all delegates at our Annual
State Convention in Red Deer.
Vivat Jesus!
Ferdie Y. Mendita,
State Warden

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2015 ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION
April 17-19, 2015 at Sheraton Inn, Red Deer
Convention Chairman: Julian Hnatiw

2015 STATE HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
April 24-26, 2015 at the Knights of Columbus
Arena, 13160—137 Ave. N.W. Edmonton.
Hosted by Holy Trinity Council #12353 and
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312
Chairman: Grant Mann—Ph: 780-438-6920 or
Email: membershipdirector@kofc.ab.ca for more
information.

2015 STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT
Saturday, June 13, 2015 at the Camrose Golf
Course. Hosted by Camrose Council #3437
Chairman Barry Stotts
Phone (780) 672-9686; Email: bar.rita@lynxnet.ca
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 5 April 2015
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June 2015

Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain
“..we park our personal agendas at
the door of the meeting; perhaps we can
leave our agendas with the Outside Guard
in order to free ourselves to truly seek His
greater glory in our discernment and
decisions.”

“We go to church in the
summer, work in the summer, and
visit in the summer so Knights of
Columbus programs run during the
summer.”
William J. Smith

B

Fr. Jim Corrigan

“But of that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father
alone.” (Mt. 24, 36)

rother Knights, Spouses & Family,

Summer is approaching and the yearend is closing in on
us. We have had our Annual Convention, and I thank
Dan and Elaine Barth for picking up our Supreme Guests,
Lou and Ceil Barbour and transporting them to and from
Calgary. Thank you to State Advocate Vince Reyes for his
efficient conducting of the Resolutions. Also Past State
Deputy Gary Johnson for the election process, especially
coming up with spares for the Supreme Convention,
something that we have been short on for several years.
Finally, thank you to all those councils that put forward
members’ names for State positions and delegates for
the Supreme Convention in Philadelphia. We have the
honour of having Archbishop Smith, Archbishop Pettipas
and Bishop Motiuk attending the Supreme Convention.
We are still in recruiting mode, and new families are still
needed to promote the services, fraternalism and family
support we offer. All we have to do is ask. Membership
is a twelve month project, so when you are at the
beach, campground or at home this summer, remember
that a prospective member can’t say yes if he is not
asked.
Membership has been doing well, but there are still
many families who have not been offered the opportunities and services that the Knights of Columbus can offer them. New members bring new ideas. After the Annual Convention your council will have their council

M

y Dear Brothers in the Lord,

The sudden and tragic passing of State DeputyElect, Brother Grant Mann, in late April really allows
these words of our Lord to assume a profound and present meaning to all of us. Death is indeed the door we
all must pass through in order that we attain our primary purpose and that is eternal life with our loving
God, who created us out of love. This is not to imply that
any of us are in too big a hurry to get to heaven, as the
Lord has blessed us here in the world with so much, of
which our families are often the center of these blessings. We trust that our loving and merciful God has embraced our brother Grant, and we pray for the repose of
his soul. We remember in prayer Velma, Grant’s wife,
their children and grandchildren who are left to mourn
his loss.
We have experienced the loss of a number of
our brothers in recent months. This is never easy but we
need to remember that the loss we experience is our
loss. We grieve our loss but we celebrate that because
of the lives lived by our brother Knights in the light of
Christ, they have been welcomed into the house of the
Lord. This, my brothers is the primary destination and
goal sought by each and every one of us and of those we
love. So, tough as it is for us, we need to thank the Lord

(Continued on page 9)
(Continued on page 12)

W

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Ronald J. Schuster

By W. Charles Russell

orthy Brother Knights All,

As this Columbian year comes to an end it certainly has
not been without issues, which caused issues needing
clarification within the Order as well. Our strong resolve
was again revealed, and many concerns were dealt with.
However, there are some matters that still need to be
dealt with prior to the year end.
As you all know, I put my name forward for the position
of State Deputy, and although an extremely close election (by the Members), I was not successful. At this
time, I would like to apologize for my absence from the
remainder of the Convention, and I ask for your forgiveness and understanding for taking such an action. I
might add that upon reflecting on this loss, it has made
me a stronger person and it will only make me work that
much harder for our great Order.
I would like to thank all brother Knights for their tremendous support shown me in the last eight years
which included serving as Membership Director and the
many positions on State Board. I can assure you that I
worked very hard for all brother Knights, and I reached
out to those of you who needed my assistance.
It is important that we, as brother Knights keep in mind
that we all are “Men of Integrity”, Men of Honour and
Understanding. WE All abide by our Code of Ethics, our
Bylaws and of course the Ceremonials that we SWEAR
to uphold. We stand united in our Charity and Fraternalism and in COMPLETE Solidarity with our Bishops and
Priests.
It has been a privilege and honour to serve you on the
State Board which now concludes at the end of June. I
have considered your family MY Family, and I pray for
each and every brother Knight and his family for health
and love of others. It is only what we make of ourselves
that others can see what we do for the good of all mankind.
God Bless you and your family,

B

rothers,

The annual State Convention has come and gone,
and I am honoured and humbled in that I will serve
our jurisdiction as State Secretary for the upcoming
Columbian year.
As we approach the summer months, remember
that we are Knights of Columbus members 12
months of the year. Plan a couple of events, functions, meetings during July and August.
With the passing of Grant Mann, State Deputy
Elect, your State Board will be busy for the next few
weeks and months. We will meet on July 1 to appoint a State Deputy for the upcoming Columbian
year.
The District Deputies Training Seminar has been
rescheduled for the weekend of July 18 & 19 in Red
Deer. It is imperative that all appointed District
Deputies attend this weekend seminar. More detailed information will be forthcoming after July
1st.
I wish to remind Chapters, Districts and Councils
who host a Major (Second & Third) Degree that
they are responsible to collect the fee for each candidate and submit the money to the State Office in
Red Deer.
The Grand Knights Manual, Section L-1 page 5
stipulates the Regulations and Guidelines for Major
Degree Initiations. The current charge by the State
Council for providing the Third Degree Team is
$25.00 per Candidate. The minimum charge of
$750.00 has been eliminated. If a Second Degree
Team is required, an additional $300.00 will be
charged.

Vivat Jesus!

Wishing you all a great summer and a prosperous
new Columbian Year! Vivat Jesus!

Brother Ron Schuster,
State Secretary Alberta/NWT

W. Charles Russell
State Treasurer
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Y. Mendita

T

“Life is Short”

F

irst and foremost, I would like to take this opportunity to express my heartfelt thanks and gratitude
to the voting delegates of the 105th Annual State Council
Meeting held at the Sheraton Hotel in Red Deer, Alberta
on April 17, 18 &19, 2015, for unanimously electing me
as the State Treasurer for the upcoming Columbian Year
2015-2016.
Having served on the State Executive Board, first as the
State Warden for Columbian Years 2011-2013, State
Advocate for 2013-2015 and now as the State Treasurer,
is a tremendous honour and privilege. Rest assured that
I will perform the duties and responsibilities of the position with pride, dignity and honour.
To my mind, holding a position at the Council, District,
State or even at the Supreme level is just temporary. It
is only for a short period of time. Ultimately, at the end
of the day, the footprints, the fingerprints and the DNA
that you leave behind will have a lasting legacy or impression on others and to the Order. Opportunity might
come only once in a lifetime, grab it, make the most out
of it and be the best that you can ever be!
Life is too short! We are all mortal human beings! We do
not know when, where and how we are going to die!
Only God knows! Everybody has a destiny upon birth.
Fate would have it that Brother Grant Mann, after being
elected as State Deputy on April 18, 2015, passed away
11 days after, on April 29 at the age of 58. Then, 19 days
later, another prominent Brother Knight, Max Ciesielski,
died at the age of 87 years old. What a contrast! Both
belonged to Holy Trinity Council No. 12353 in Edmonton. Our condolences and prayers go out to their families and loved ones.
There is only a month left before the end of the 20142015 fraternal year. It is not too late yet to make a final
push on membership recruitment, insurance promotion
and implementation of service programs in order to
achieve the Star Council Award.

he Columbian year 2014-15 is now coming to
a close. We had so many interesting, challenging, happy and sad moments during this year.

At the last State Convention, new members of the
State Board had been chosen, and sadly to say, our
State Deputy-Elect Brother Grant Mann suddenly
joined our Creator, weeks after the State Convention. Please let us offer a prayer for the repose of
his soul and let us pray for Lady Velma & family so
that the Lord will give them strength and comfort
at this time. Let us also offer our prayers to the repose of the soul of our Brother Max Ciesielski who
also passed away suddenly; our prayers also go to
his family.
On the flipside, I would like to congratulate my fellow State Officers as they perform their new roles.
I’d like to thank everyone for the support you have
given me during my terms as State Warden. Furthermore, my gratitude to all delegates at the last
State Convention for giving me an opportunity to
serve as State Advocate for the next Columbian
Year 2015-16. I look forward to be of service as a
new State Advocate to our jurisdiction.
Special thanks to Shauna and her assistant Linda for
being there whenever we need their help and for
the job well done.
Lastly, my best wishes and congratulations to all for
another successful and wonderful Columbian year.
Have a safe and enjoyable summer, and Happy Father’s Day to all fathers. God bless everyone.
Vivat Jesus!
Ferdie Y. Mendita,
State Warden

Due to the vacancy created by the sudden death of the
State Deputy-Elect Grant Mann, on July 1, 2015, the
start of Columbian Year 2015-2016, the Alberta/NWT
State Executive Board, composed of the State Chaplain,
Immediate Past State Deputy residing in the province,
State Secretary, State Treasurer, State Advocate and
(Continued on page 10)
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From the Agency

From the State Program Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Dean Rombough

Only Having Insurance
“Through Work” Doesn’t Work

D

o you know anyone whose life or career has drastically changed during these years of economic
downturn? It’s very likely that someone in your immediate or extended family or group of friends is facing financial uncertainty. Maybe there’s a possibility that you
(or your spouse) could lose your job or change employers.
Too many people have often relied on group
term life insurance as their only safety net. Often, this
insurance is an employee benefit provided at low or no
cost. The existence of this coverage might convince
someone that personally-owned life insurance is not
necessary.
But only having “through work” insurance can
leave you and your family vulnerable. Most group life
insurance policies are limited in amount, which may be
tied to salary or some other benchmark. These numbers
are often capped, and this cap may be dangerously low
when compared to your family’s actual needs. In fact, a
detailed needs analysis that evaluates your specific
situation, will likely show that any employer-provided
coverage falls short.
In addition, the amount of group insurance offered is almost always reduced, sometimes dramatically,
when you retire. You could one day find yourself without coverage, and if your health has changed (which it
will as you age), you might also find yourself unable to
secure individual protection. At the very least, it will
definitely be more expensive.
While group life insurance can help, it does not
replace the need for individually owned life insurance.
Your Fraternal Benefit Advisor would be happy to meet
with you and provide a no-cost needs analysis, so you’ll
know exactly where you stand.
For the name of your Advisor, contact the AB/
NWT regional office at 403-343-2242 or you can email
to: bouchardagencymail@kofc.org. You can also go to
www.kofc.org and follow the link to find an agent.
Fraternally yours,
Marc Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent, AB/NWT
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B

rother Knights,

I would like to take the opportunity to thank
each brother Knight and their family as the Columbian
year draws to a close. The annual State Convention was
very interesting this year, with many questions yet unanswered for the upcoming Columbian year. I wish all
the best to the new State Deputy and his Board and Directors.
This Columbian year I challenged DD’s and GK’s
to show the rest of the jurisdiction all the hard work and
dedication they have put into the Surge for Service program. I also stated that the way for a Grand Knight to
truly succeed is by earning the Star Council award and
thus fulfilling all criteria in the Surge for Service program. We were extremely pleased in March when we
arrived in Red Deer to judge the State Surge for Service
awards. We had presentations for all submitted activities, and many had doubled and tripled the submissions
from last year. I want to congratulate all the GK’s and
their councils. Unfortunately there can only be one winner, but rest assured it was very difficult to choose only
one winner. Your final challenge is to make sure your
councils submit the proper paper work to Supreme in
order to be in the running for Star Council Award.
I want to take this opportunity to thank all the
members of the State Program team for all their hard
work and dedication they have given to the jurisdiction
this Columbian year. Long hours and unheralded work
have gone into making this Columbian year a success,
and I want to thank the team for that. You have all done
a stellar job.
I also want to wish the new Program Director
and his team all the best in the upcoming Columbian
year.
Although we will continue to work and hold
meetings the entire Columbian year, I want to wish each
and every brother Knight and his family a restful and
fun-filled summer.
Again, all the very best to the new State Deputy,
Board and Directors in the upcoming Columbian year.
REMEMBER: EVERY PROGRAM REPRESENTS A
MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT OPPORTUNITY
Vivat Jesus!
Dean Rombough
State Program Director 2012-2015
Knights of Columbus Alberta/NWT
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From the State Vocations Chairman

From the State Communications & PR Director

By John Leszkowicz

By Michael Anctil

R

efund Supports Vocation Program (RSVP) season
comes to an end on June 30. Qualifying councils
and assemblies receive a $100 refund for every $500
donated, up to a limit of $2,000 donated to an individual. Use RSVP form #2863. Through RSVP, councils or
assemblies “adopt” one or more seminarians or postulants and provide them with financial assistance and
moral support. RSVP money is used by seminarians and
those in religious formation for tuition and books, car
insurance and maintenance, travel during vacations,
emergency expenditures and other living expenses.
Knights provide more than financial support, though.
Members write letters, sponsor dinners for them, invite
them to join the Order and most importantly, pray for
vocations. Last year, financial help from 3,224 councils,
assemblies and circles to future priests, sisters and
brothers exceeded $3.7 million. Since 1981, the Order
has provided more than $60 million in aid through RSVP,
helping more than 91,600 men and women follow their
vocations.
If your council is on the verge of achieving the requirements to qualify for the Father McGivney, Founders’,
Columbian and Star Council awards you will be thinking
about RSVP. To be eligible to earn the Star Council
Award, a council must qualify for the Father McGivney,
Founders’, and Columbian awards. In turn, to qualify for
the Columbian Award, councils need to submit the fully
completed Columbian Award application (form SP7).
Councils must conduct and report at least four major
programs in each of the Service Program categories:
Church, Community, Council, Family, Culture of Life, and
Youth. The featured program for the Church category
highlighted in the Columbian Award is the RSVP.
Plan Ahead for the New Fraternal Year Commencing
July 1: District Deputies and Grand Knights, if you plan
on continuing in your role into the 2015-16 fraternal
year or have recently been elected or appointed, please
consider the following: To start your year on the track to
Star Council award, a council must have submitted its
Service Program Personnel Report (#365). This form
must be received at the Supreme Council office by August 1 in order to attain the first requirement for the
Star Council, Columbian, Father McGivney and Founders’ awards.
Brothers, it is not necessary for your council to appoint
members to fill all service program positions listed on
(Continued on page 12)
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G

reetings Brother Knights,

It was with great sadness that I heard of Brother Grant
Mann’s untimely death. On behalf of the Communication team our deepest condolences to Brother Grant’s
family and friends.
Brother Grant was the biggest contributor to our State
website. He understood the importance of providing
timely information that was accessible to everyone. As
State Deputy Elect he had arranged a meeting to lay out
his plans on how he was going to further use the website and email system. He passed away a few days before our meeting. Brother Grant will be missed.
Thank you to everyone who has submitted information
for the website. Thank you to anyone who has visited
our State website. Please visit the website often and let
me know if you have any suggestions, concerns or comments.
In the last two State Affairs I asked for comments on
what you thought of the DVD that was produced by
Brother Lito Soco and Brother Joseph Duenas. To date
I’ve received one comment. I was hoping for a lot more
comments, but I’m glad that this comment was a positive one. The DVD of the State Board and State Directors
giving their message on video was a big improvement
that eliminated the travel to Regional Meetings. The
decision to continue with this will be at the discretion of
our new State Deputy.
We now have a professional company monitoring the
State website. Mike Duddy was spending hours and
hours each day defending attacks against our site. There
were thousands of attacks from hackers. Thank you to
Worthy State Deputy Bill for approving the cost of hiring
the professional monitoring company. Hopefully this will
slow down the hackers and their attempts to gain access
to our website.
Public Relations - Please always portray the Knights of
Columbus in the highest regard. The best PR is by example so when others hear about our good works, our support of our Priests and Bishops and the great friendships
we’ve made it may encourage them to join us.
Thank you, God bless and have a great summer!
Michael Anctil,
State Communication and PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
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105th ANNUAL ALBERTA/NORTHWEST STATE
COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 17—19, 2015—RED DEER, AB
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105th ANNUAL ALBERTA/NORTHWEST STATE COUNCIL MEETING—Red Deer, AB—Saturday, April
18 2015: Featuring some of many photos of Supreme V.P. of Membership Lou Barbour and other Honoured
Guests, State Board, some of the many who received awards during the day and at the banquet Saturday evening.
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FIRST DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION: PSD and Supreme MPC Guy Precourt was a special guest during the First
Degree Exemplification on May 9, 2015 at St. Joseph High School in Edmonton with ten new members, the Degree
team led by SA Vince Reyes and several brother Knights.

First Degree Exemplification (using a VIDEO for the
first time) was held at St. Gerard’s Parish, Calgary on
Tuesday, May 12th. (Below from left to right) Mark
Banjavich, D.D. # 32 Ray Khuller, G.K. Stephen Dawes
for Bishop Klein Council #6488 and Brian Jordan.
Welcome new brother Knights Mark and Brian!

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

elections. New Executives require some planning, and
we should start now to encourage some of our new or
inactive members to step forward and offer their services. We are bringing in new members for what they
can get out of the Knights of Columbus, but they also
bring new ideas. Let’s start by listening to them.
Plan your summer activities and programs around family events. We go to church in the summer, work in the
summer, and visit in the summer so Knights of Columbus programs run during the summer. Councils that
have summer programs have members who cannot
attend during the winter months, so plan for them. The
activities can be a community BBQ or a baseball game.
A street walk or hike with the family will get us out in
the community and away from our computers and the
lack of hockey on the television for a few weeks, at
least until August.

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg
format to the State Office via email at:

stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Please provide a brief description of the picture you are sending.
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 6 June 2015

I have travelled from Medicine Hat to Fort McMurray,
and I want to thank all members for their support over
the past year. Please drive safe when you are on vacation.
Thank you. Vivat Jesus!
William J Smith,
State Deputy Alberta/NWT

Families – Together in our Faith and our Future
Page 9

From the Charitable Foundation
By Wally Streit, President of the ACF

O

n the occasion of our April 2015 AGM at the
State Convention we recognized Bob Kruchten who had
served many years on our Charitable Foundation, including 3 years
as President. All brother Knights
should be aware of the dedication
of Brother Bob Kruchten.
We are pleased to welcome two new Directors.
Past State Deputy Urbain Zak is returning to provide wisdom from his previous tenure on the
Board. Doug Weinkauf was elected a Director for
our Central Region.
We will miss State Deputy-Elect and former ACF
Board member, Grant Mann. Please pray for the
repose of the soul of Grant and for his family.
Catch the Spirit Campaign: We are pleased to confirm that we have achieved our minimum Special
Name-Individual goal of $500,000; we now have
pledges and/or one time donations totalling
$504,310. Congratulations to all who participated.
We will continue for the remainder of this calendar
year to accept pledges (albeit for periods up to 4
years) and/or one time donations, as we have a
challenge to get to our overall goal of $800,000.
With just over 500 participants, we believe more
brother Knights will come forward and make a
pledge or a one-time donation. If you want a
pledge form just send me an e-mail and I will have
the form to you quicker than by mail.
Our focus now will be formalizing the 5 year
pledges with councils; we are closing in on
$100,000 for this segment of the campaign. Thanks
to those councils that have confirmed their council
pledge. As you are approached in the ensuring
months please be kind and help us get to our goal
of $300,000 for flexible council pledges over 5
years.
Please mark on your calendar our
“Clergy and Knights Golf Tournament”
on Monday, September 21, 2015. Last

(Continued from page 3, State Advocate)

State Warden, will make a historic decision in electing a
new State Deputy. May the Holy Spirit shine upon us
and guide us in our deliberations towards the attainment of a fair and equitable decision for the good of our
jurisdiction and Order!
One Body One Spirit Gala
We are knocking on your generous hearts to participate
and support the Corpus Christi Gala to be held on October 3, 2015 at the Shaw Conference Centre, Hall D, in
Edmonton. All proceeds will go toward the construction
of the Corpus Christi Church in southeast Edmonton.
There are so many opportunities to help. Tickets: $250
per person; tables of ten (10) or single seats are available. Deadline to purchase tickets: August 21, 2015. Interested in purchasing tickets, in becoming a sponsor, in
donating items for the live or silent auction, and/or
making
a
cash
donation?
Please
visit:
www.corpuschristigala.com for more particulars or you
may also contact me at (780) 463-3696 or at
vincereyes@shaw.ca.
On behalf of my lovely wife, Ruby, our children Stephanie and Richard, I wish you all a very enjoyable and safe
summer.
May the Good Lord bless and keep our families!
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Advocate 2013-2015

Western Catholic Reporter
“A new year is around the corner. Keep up with the
Western Catholic Reporter (WCR) as we continue bringing the Gospel to bear on current issues in the Church
in 2015!”
“The Knights have long realized the importance of the
Catholic press in keeping Catholics informed about
Church teaching and news, and in helping to build
Catholic community. A one-year subscription to the
WCR sent to an Alberta address is $35. Cheques (made
payable to Catholic Archdiocese of Edmonton) or credit
card information (Visa or MasterCard) can be sent to
the Western Catholic Reporter, 8421—101 Avenue,
Edmonton, T6A 0L1, or you can phone 780-424-1557 or
you can subscribe using our website, www.wcr.ab.ca.”
Glen Argan, Editor of WCR

(Continued on page 12)
Page 10
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ALBERTA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
CLERGY AND KNIGHTS GOLF TOURNAMENT
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2015
MEADOWLANDS GOLF CLUB, SYLVAN LAKE, AB.
(On Highway 11 – about 10-12 minutes west of Highway 2)
“PROCEEDS WILL BE DONATED TO CORNERTONE OF FAITH CAMPAIGN & 1/3 to
Alberta Knights of Columbus Charitable Campaign ‘Catch the Spirit’.”
(Building of St. Joseph Seminary & Newman Theological College)
Councils are encouraged to sponsor their clergy and knights; spouses of knights are welcome;
it is not necessary to have a clergy member on each foursome.
MAIN FEATURES:

1. TEXAS SCRAMBLE—EACH 4—SOME MAY HAVE 1 OR MORE MEMBERS OF THE
CLERGY
2. REGISTRATION FEE - $125.00 PER GOLFER INCLUDES 18 HOLES OF GOLF, SHAREDPOWER CART; MORNING SNACK, COFFEE/JUICE, MIDDAY SNACK, PRIZES AND
DINNER at end of tournament.
3. TAX RECEIPT TO BE DETERMINED TO EACH golfer paying his OWN REGISTRATION
FEES.
4. Start time—10:30am, shot gun start
CONTACTS:
URBAIN ZAK , Co-Chairman
BOB KRUCHTEN, Co-Chairman

Phone: (403) 347 – 4027; Email: uzak@telus.net
Phone: (403) 346 – 5423; Email: rkruchte@telus.net

…………………………………………………….CUT HERE……………………………………………………….

REGISTRATION FORM
NAME

PHONE NO.

ADDRESS

COUNCIL #

1.
2.
3.
4.
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUE ($500.00 per team or $125 per golfer) PAYABLE TO:
“AB K OF C CHARITABLE FOUNDATION”
PLEASE MAIL REGISTRATION FORM AND CHEQUE TO:
K OF C STATE COUNCIL OFFICE, C/O URBAIN & BOB,
#4 – 5579 – 47 STREET, RED DEER, AB. T4N 1S1
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS AUGUST 31, 2015

State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 6 June 2015

Note:
Individual registrations are
welcome. The committee will
try to place you on a foursome.

Page 11

(Continued from page 5, State Vocations Chairman)

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

form #365 by August 1. Because of local circumstances,
a council may wish to only appoint some of the council’s
directors and chairmen to conduct those programs
needed to function as a healthy council in your area.
When and if additional chairmen are appointed, they
should be reported promptly to the Department of Fraternal Services. If there are additions or deletions to
your listing of Service Program personnel during the fraternal year, please notify the Supreme Council Department of Fraternal Services.

for taking our brothers into His loving embrace in the
heavenly kingdom.
What is the message for you and me? Pretty
straight forward, be ready. Live our lives in a manner
that is pleasing to the Lord. The Knights of Columbus are
a wonderful vehicle to assist us on this journey. How are
we to serve the Lord? There are a plethora of opportunities within the Knights to do this and with hearts that
are open to serve the Lord, He will show us the way.
What do we need to do to succeed on our journey? A
question I often ask myself when pondering an action or
a decision. Will this action or decision give greater glory
to God or will it give greater glory to Jim? If my honest
answer is anything other than glory to God, I need to
rethink things. I do not do this perfectly but it is a pretty
good acid test before moving forward. So we park our
personal agendas at the door of the meeting; perhaps
we can leave our agendas with the Outside Guard in
order to free ourselves to truly seek His greater glory in
our discernment and decisions.
Brothers, we mourn the loss of our brothers, we
pray for their families who have experienced this loss
and then on a personal level we need to be ready. “But
of that day no one knows, neither the angels of heaven,
nor the Son, but the Father alone.” (Mt. 24, 36) Brothers,
we certainly have no need to live in fear but we do need
to live in awareness. “Eternal rest grant unto them O
Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they
rest in peace, Amen. May their souls and the souls of all
the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in
peace, Amen.”

As the State Vocations Chairman, I am appealing to all
councils to consider appointing for the 2015-16 fraternal
year a Council Vocations Chair and putting that name on
form #365. As God blesses your Council with willing new
members, please let me know if you have chosen or appointed your council’s Chairman of Vocations. I will personally see to it that he receives the latest communications from the local Chapter and State Vocations Chairman as well will look after getting him a copy of the Vocations Handbook.
I can be reached via email at vocationschairman@kofc.ab.ca or send me a letter if you prefer. My
address is on page 11 of the 2014-15 State Roster, and it
will be listed in the 2015-16 Roster as well when it is
mailed out in the fall.
Fraternally,
Brother John Leszkowicz
State Vocations Chairman
(Continued from page 10, ACF President)

year we were competing with the State Council
Golf Tournament. This is not an excuse this year.
Let’s make it a great event for our clergy. Proceeds
this year will be 2/3 to St. Joseph Seminary and 1/3
to our Catch the Spirit Campaign. The contacts for
registration or to help with prizes are Co-Chairmen:
Urbain Zak

Blessings,

Fr. Jim

Phone 403-347-4027
E-mail: uzak@telus.net

Bob Kruchten Phone 403-346-5423
E-mail: rkruchte@telus.net
Enjoy the summer!
Wally Streit, PSD / President
Alberta Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation.
Page 12
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From the State Youth Coordinator

From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Julian Hnatiw

By Gary T. Sherman

y Brother Knights,

Thank you for your continued effort in promoting our
Youth programs.
As we complete our Soccer Challenge Competition,
please ensure that all forms from the Council and District level have been filled out and sent in.
Free Throw Program: I commend all of you who were
able to put on another successful Free Throw competition.
Coats for Kids: I would like to thank all councils for your
continued support in this great program giving warmth
to those who required some care.
Please provide me with any feedback and suggestions
you may have so that we can improve and promote our Youth programs in the future.
God bless,

H

ello Worthy Brothers All,

As the Columbian year will soon come to a
close, I wish to very much thank all those
councils that participated in the Marian
Hour of Prayer program to date. The
Knights of Columbus are in service to our parish priests,
so please make time for prayers in your church, council,
membership dates, home visits, etc.
I trust your plans are in place for church programs, and I
urge you to please include Mary in your council programs. Please call me or e-mail me with your time in
advance of your event when booking the icon of the
Immaculate Conception, and please plan ahead for the
next Columbian year. “To Jesus through Mary”
May God bless. Vivat Jesus!
Gary T. Sherman,
State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman (North)
(780) 457-3749 / marianhourofprayer@kofc.ab.ca

Julian Hnatiw
State Youth Coordinator

From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brother Knights,

It gives me great pleasure to announce the
total donation from the Pennies for
Heaven program which will be divided
among our bishops. It is $38,355.22. Each
of our six Alberta/NWT bishops will be delivered a cheque for $6,392.54.
Thank you to all councils that donated their time and
treasure, and thank you for supporting Vocations. I
would like to invite all other councils to get involved in
the Pennies for Heaven program.
Please remember to make your cheques payable to the
Alberta K of C State Council and send it to:
K of C State Council Office,
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, Alberta T4N 1S1
Fraternally yours,
Brian Strawford,
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 6 June 2015
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From the Culture of Life Chair Couple

By Patrice & Hélène Roussel

B

rother Knights,
What a busy spring this has been. The Supreme Court ruling and the national and provincial March for Life
all happened in a short period of time. First the Supreme Court of Canada in February rendered a decision
to open the door to euthanasia telling the government that they have one year to make new laws that
would authorize assisted suicide.
I would recommend that you take a bit of time and visit the Web to read the page of Euthanasia Prevention
Coalition: www.epc.ca/press-release/ . This webpage gives you an insight of the ruling from the Supreme
Court. They work hard at giving us information with regard to euthanasia and what you could do to help
prevent this new scandal in our society. I believe our government should work at developing proper palliative care rather than laws to kill people.
In my recent travels around the province, I came in contact with members of a rural council that built a
visual that I found impressive.
They created a park that speaks
for itself; it was made in preparation of the Alberta March for
Life. (See photos.) Impressive
yet a very low cost project. This
is an initiative to inspire other
councils; the basis of this adventure is someone giving a parcel
of land for such a monument to
be erected. No need to buy a
property, just write up an agreement for a
specific term of usage.
Now the March for Life in Edmonton, I would like to thank all the Knights that were involved with volunteering in the many areas of the March. It was another successful March; more than 3100 participants attended this event, and the weather cooperated wonderfully. One note of interest is that more and more
youth are taking an active part in the March. They came from schools in Edmonton and surrounding areas,
as far as Cold Lake in the north, Red Deer in the south and many places in between. The speakers impressed
the marchers; it was beautifully led by Most Reverend Gerard Pettipas. The future of the March depends
greatly on the support of the Knights. The need for cash donations is of great importance as the councils
make it possible for the Association to make this event what it is. We raise funds through different events,
but these cover maybe half of our expenses. The Knights’ generosity have made this event a success for
many years. Please continue with your generosity as our bank account will be very low after all bills are
paid. We will need some seed money to start next year’s March. Yes, we are already working on next year’s
March, so please mark your calendar for May 12, 2016. I hope to see you there.
At this time I don’t have any information on the success of the Hike for Life in Calgary.
Brothers, keep working for the cause of life. Never be indifferent as indifference kills people every year in
Alberta. Let’s do this for the love of God!
Patrice and Hélène Roussel, Culture of Life Chair Couple
Page 14
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Congratulations
Families of the Month
2014- 2015

April 2015
Ryan & Michelle Hoffman
May 2015
Roger & Rose Preville

Paddy Nolan Council #6994

Sacred Heart Council #6596

Winners of the Holy Family Statue
April 2015
Ryan & Michelle Hoffman

Paddy Nolan Council #6994

“Family — Together in Our Faith and Our Future”
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 6 June 2015
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers:
♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

To the family of State Deputy Elect, Sir Knight
Grant Mann who passed away suddenly on April
29 2015. At the time of his death, Brother Grant
held the position of State Membership Director. He
was a brother in the Holy Trinity Council #12353
and St. Joseph Assembly #0005, Edmonton.
To the family of Brother Gerry Ennis, past Grand
Knight of Sacred Heart Council #6893 and chartered member of Fr. Joseph R. MacDonald Assembly #2963, Wetaskiwin. Brother Gerry passed away
suddenly on May 9, 2015.
To Marguerita and Brothers Michael and James
whose husband/father, Sir Knight Lawrence
Tremblay, passed away on Thursday, May 14.
Brother Lawrence was a member of Valleyview
Council #8427.
To the family of Sir Knight Max Cielsielski who
passed away suddenly on Monday, May 18th.
Brother Max was a member of Holy Trinity Council
#12353 and in his many years with the Knights held
a various number of positions.
To the family of Sir Knight Gordon McCuaig who
passed away on Tuesday, May 26th. Brother
Gordon was a member of Airdrie Council #8045
and John G. Timmermans Assembly #2632, Airdrie.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

God our Father, we give you thanks
and praise for fathers young and old.
We pray for young fathers, newly
embracing their vocation. May they find
courage and perseverance to balance work,
family and faith in joy and sacrifice.
We pray for our own Fathers around
the world whose children are lost or suffering. May they know that the God of compassion walks with them in their sorrow.
We pray for men who are not fathers
but still mentor and guide us with fatherly
love and advice.

Happy
Father’s
Day
Page 16

2015 STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT
Saturday, June 13, 2015
Camrose Golf Course.
Hosted by Camrose Council #3437
Chairman Barry Stotts
Phone (780) 672-9686; Email: bar.rita@lynxnet.ca

ALBERTA CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 2015
CLERGY/KNIGHTS GOLF TOURNAMENT
Monday, September 21, 2015
Meadowlands Golf Club, Sylvan Lake, AB
Registration Deadline: August 31, 2015
Contacts:
Urbain Zak @ (403)-347-4027; uzak@telus.net
Bob Kruchten @ (403) 346-5423; rkruchte@telus.net

(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)

tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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August 2015

Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“Brothers, we have what is
needed to continue our proud
service to God within His Church
and His community.”

“Strength in Unity and
Fraternity is the motto I chose
for this Columbian Year”
W. Charles Russell

I

chose this motto because if we want to continue to
grow our Jurisdiction, we must all work together in harmony. We must all pull together in the same direction.
We all have different responsibilities. Some are responsible for Programs, others for Membership, others are
looking after Councils, and so on.
All areas are important. We have different responsibilities but no one is more important than the other. We
must all work in unison.
In order to help grow our Jurisdiction, I have asked
Brother Ron Schuster to take on the responsibility of
finding Brothers who will become members of our Degree Teams (First, Second and Third Degree Teams).
Membership is key to our growth and in order to grow,
we need more Degree Teams. Ron will work with
Brother Dan Barth and myself to establish more Certified Degree Teams in the Province. This will enable us to
hold more Degrees, especially Second and Third Degrees
on different days of the week and not always on weekends.
Ron will be looking for assistance from the District
Deputies and Grand Knights to help him find potential
Members to make up these new Degree Teams.
As we begin our new Columbian Year, let us all ask our
Mother in Heaven to help us, to protect us and to guide
us to follow her Son’s teachings.
(Continued on page 10)

Fr. Jim Corrigan

M

y dear Brothers in the Lord,

It has been an interesting and a challenging time as
we have wound down the present Columbian year
and prepare to enter into the coming year. The sudden and unfortunate passing of State Deputy elect
Brother Grant Mann, the process and protocol from
Supreme that unfolded in order for the Alberta
State Board to fill the position of State Deputy and
finally the vacancies within the State Board that
became open as this process was implemented.
Brothers, as one who was very much a part of this
journey, I will say it was a time where fraternity and
unity became ever more important within the ranks
of those men they call Knights. Throughout this
journey there were many different perspectives
and opinions offered, as one might expect within
an organization where there is very much a vested
interest of eighteen or twenty thousand Catholic
men.
Throughout this process and this journey some
things did not turn out the way some would have
wanted or wished. What I wish to assure you of,
Brothers is this: The protocol and the implementation of Supremes’ instruction were followed to a
tee and with a very high degree of integrity and fidelity to the process. Challenging as it has been, I
(Continued on page 4)

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Y. Mendita

“Aim High! Shoot for the Stars!”

I

t gives me great pride and privilege to offer my heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to our new State Deputy, my fellow State Executive Board officers, State Directors, Chairmen, District Deputies, Grand Knights and to all
of you who care and love the Knights of Columbus!
As you know, due to some changes in the composition of
the State Executive Board, I became your State Secretary,
effective July 1, 2015 up to June 30, 2016. I can assure you
that I will abide with the duties and responsibilities of my
position and will conduct myself always with pride, dignity
and honor. If I can be of assistance to any of you, I am just
a phone call away.
The commencement of each fraternal year provides to us
many opportunities to reflect on past achievements and
misgivings, to repair omissions, to correct errors and to
plan for a worthy future.
Every Columbian Year, the primary goal of a Council, led by
the Grand Knight, must be to achieve the Star Council
Award for excellence in the areas of membership, insurance promotion and service programs.
Looking back, with all modesty, as a Past Grand Knight of
Nazareno Council No. 12904, I can honestly say that the
Star Council Award is the most satisfying legacy that a
Grand Knight can leave to his Council. By
achieving this most prestigious award is a testament to the
superior planning and implementation embraced by all.
We should realize that although we have diversified programs and activities handled by different teams, they are
all inter-related in the end. Very clearly, we need each
other regardless of our different talents and gifts. Individually, we can be very normal, ordinary and even a bit rough
but through the process of teamwork; we can end up on a
different state. Truthfully, teams consisting of incredibly
talented people who are passionate and are working towards something often times bump up against each other,
argue, sometimes fight and make noise. Passive, “follow
the leader” types of teams are destined to fail. Each member of a team brings something unique to the table. They
are unique in their gifts, ideas and arguments. Team members must feel like they can express themselves without
embarrassment and retribution.
(Continued on page 10)
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W

arm fraternal greetings to all! I hope everyone
is enjoying the warm and not so warm weather this
summer.
My heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to the
newly elected and appointed Executives, Directors and
District Deputies & Officers as well. Let us begin the
new Columbian Year with so much hope and enthusiasm
in order to attain our goals for each Council.
We have just finished the District Deputies organizational meeting last weekend and it was well attended.
Our Supreme guests provide us with invaluable information and inspiring words on being a member of the
Knights of Columbus. As your new State Treasurer, I’d
like to remind you of the following:
♦
♦

♦
♦

♦

♦

♦

All expense claims are to be submitted on a timely
basis to the State Board.
All cheques received from the State Board are to be
cashed when received. Every year, we have several
cheques that become stale dated.
Per Capita and Insurance statements are to be paid
within 60 days.
Major Degrees: Host Chapter, District or Council collects $25.00 per Candidate and submits to State
Treasurer within 30 days of Degree.
State Scholarship cheques are sent to the Grand
Knights for presentation to the winners at a public
function.
There are two (2) Expense Report forms: one for
District Deputies that goes to the State Deputy, who
forwards it to Supreme for payment; one for State
chair persons and State Board members that goes to
the State Deputy, who forwards them to the State
Treasurer for payment.
State Convention: A Per Diem and Mileage cheque is
issued to the Council at the end of the Convention
to help offset some of the expenses incurred by the
Delegate(s).

No other reimbursement is given. Please see the Grand
Knight’s Manual for the rates paid. (Section G-1, Subsection 212). If your Council does not have a Grand Knight’s
Manual, one may be ordered from the State Office.
(Continued on page 10)
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From the State Advocate

From the Agency

By Gaston Launière

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

“THE BIGGEST DISEASE TODAY IS NOT LEPROSY
OR TUBERCULOSIS, BUT RATHER THE FEELING OF
BEING UNWANTED.” Mother Teresa

A Founding Notion: Protecting the Breadwinner’s
Income

D

ear Brother Knights

I am very much honored to have been selected to be
part of the State Board for the next Columbian year
2015-2016. I look forward to exercise my leadership,
communication and relationship skills, as well as the
determination, time, enthusiasm and energy necessary,
to work closely with the State Board, State Directors,
District Deputies and Council Executives as well as cooperating with the State
Deputy for the well being of the Jurisdiction.
Have a great summer and a great Columbian Year.
Vivat Jesus
Gaston Launière
State Advocate
Chers Frères Chevaliers,
J’ai été très honoré d'avoir été sélectionné (à la dernière
Convention d’État – Avril 2015) pour faire partie du
Conseil d’État pour la prochaine année Colombienne
2015-16. J’espère de beaucoup avoir la chance
d’appliquer mon leadership, d’établir une bonne
communication et d’utiliser mes aptitudes
professionnelles afin de travailler en étroite
collaboration avec le Conseil d’ État, les Directeurs d’
État, les Députés de District et les Conseils de l’Alberta
et des Territoires du Nord-Ouest. Ma détermination,
mon temps et mon enthousiasme font partie de mon
énergie, nécessaire au bon fonctionnement de la
juridiction de l’État.
Bienvenue à notre nouvelle année colombienne et
passez un bel été.
Vivat Jesus!
Gaston Launière
Avocat d’État

W

hile jobs may be safer in 2015, accidents, injuries, and illnesses that can impact your ability to work
still happen. Most, in fact, do not happen on the jobsite
or place of employment. Did you know that a 2011
study revealed that more than 95 percent of the longterm disability claims on file were not work related?
The Knights have always sought to protect members’
families from the “loss” of a breadwinner. I’m sure you
know all about Father McGivney’s vision for our insurance program. But you may not know that Father
McGivney also wanted to find a way to help members
who couldn’t work because of an illness. After all, the
“loss” of the breadwinner does not have to mean that
person’s death; it can also mean the loss of the breadwinner’s income.
Consider that loss for a moment. How would your family
fare if a source of income suddenly stopped? Could a
dual-income family manage on one income stream?
What about young families with a working father and a
mother who cares for the children? What if his income
halted due to an accident or illness?
I’ve heard some people say they have coverage at work,
but too many aren’t sure what this coverage entails,
how much income it would provide or for how long.
Having this protection counts for something, certainly,
but it isn’t “yours”; it’s provided by the company for
which you work at their discretion. It could be eliminated tomorrow.
That’s where a personally-owned disability income insurance product, like Income Armor, comes into play. It
can offer valuable income replacement in the event of
an injury or illness. If you have a job, you must know
about this coverage. Let our Fraternal Benefit Advisors
review your disability coverage.

For the name of your Advisor please call the Alberta/
NWT office at 403-343-2242 or you can email bouchardagencymail@kofc.org Please have your Council number
available.
Fraternally yours,
Marc G. Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC General Agent
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From the State Program Director
By Gregory Amerongen

D

ear Brother Knights,

STAR COUNCIL is the goal of every Council and we trust
that your Council is deliberately planning to achieve this
by planning accordingly. The Star Council Award recognizes outstanding achievement in membership, insurance and service program activities. To be
eligible to earn the Star Council award, a Council must
qualify for the Father McGivney (membership quota),
the Founder's Award (insurance quota), and the Columbian Award. To qualify, a Council must have submitted
its Survey of Fraternal Activity (#1728) and Service Program Personnel Report (#365).
Submit by June 30 the Columbian Award Application (SP7) found in the Council Report Forms Booklet
(#1436) or at www.kofc.org/forms. Councils must conduct at least four major programs in each of the Service
Program categories: church, community, council, family,
culture of life, and youth. Or, complete a FEATURED
PROGRAM in a particular category.
Church - Refund Supports Vocation Program or the 5th
Sunday Rosary Program (See attached.)
Community - Habitat for Humanity or the Global Wheelchair Mission
Council - Special Olympics
Culture of Life - provincial Alberta March for Life or a
local (e.g., Hike for Life Calgary) or or the Ultrasound
Initiative
Family - Food for Families
Youth - Coats for Kids
NB: Supreme plans to give three sets of 300 coats to
three individual jurisdictions as a reward for those jurisdictions which presents the most well planned distribution system and would necessarily include a membership component in tandem. Since this is new, this will
be coordinated at the provincial level.
NB: All Knights involved with YOUTH Activities must not
only take the Called to Protect program and obtain a
criminal record check in their diocese, but they must
also complete the Youth Protection Program - http://
www.kofc.org/en/resources/service/youth/
youthprotection.pdf.
Councils’ program submissions for the State awards
should be submitted by the end of February, 2016.
Leadership Resources and the Fraternal Leader Success
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Planner as well as our State website and the Supreme
website.
In closing, I wish every Council well in achieving their
Star Council Award. Be assured of my support and that
of our State Coordinators: Community Coordinator Phil
Birch, Council Coordinator Bill Potvin, Family Coordinator Sal Ficaccio, Youth Coordinator Ken Waldron, and
Culture of Life Chairman Patrice Roussel. Re-kindle
charity within your heart and your Council to inspire
them to these works of charity and, in turn, we can affect an inter-stellar jurisdiction of Star Councils this Colombian year 2016.
Fraternally,
Gregory Amerongen,
State Program Director
stateprogramdirector@kofc.ab.ca
(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

am proud to have been part of this journey because
of the integrity that was inherent throughout. Perhaps things did not turn out as you may have
wished; perhaps they turned out exactly as you had
hoped. Regardless my Brothers, the process works
and we can all be proud of your State Board for acting with integrity and fidelity under difficult circumstances.
Now, it is time to move forward. We have elected a
new State Deputy, Brother Charles Russell, who has
a long history of faithful service to the Knights of
Columbus. Now we move forward in faith with
Brother Charles and the State Board and we do
what needs to be done in order for our jurisdiction
to continue to hold its head high within any other
jurisdiction world-wide. Brothers, we have what is
needed to continue our proud service to God
within His Church and His community. Let us now
embrace the results of our journey, let us now enjoy the rest of our summer and then let us move
faithfully and fearlessly forward, always for His
greater glory.
With sincere blessings to you and yours for a
happy, healthy and holy summer.
Fr. Jim Corrigan
State Chaplain, Alberta, Northwest Territories
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From the State Vocations Chairman

From the State Communications & PR Director

By John Leszkowicz

By Michael Anctil

S

upporting religious vocations has always been
a priority for the Order. By providing support to
those discerning a call to consecrated poverty,
chastity and obedience through the priesthood or
religious life, we help enable them to realize their
vocations. As Knights, our Councils and Assemblies
can contribute to this important cause by doing any
of the following throughout the year:
• Praying at the beginning and end of your Council and Assembly meetings for an increase in
Priestly or religious vocations, especially among
young people.
• Working with local Pastors to organize holy
hours for vocations at local Parishes.
• Promoting “Vocations Day” events such as vocations fairs (with presentations by various seminarians, postulants and/or young religious).
• Holding fundraising drives for a needy seminarian or religious.
• Offering to cover travel expenses for men and
women attending personal vocation retreats, or
sponsoring group visits to nearby seminaries or religious communities.
• Making the Order’s RSVP scholarship and student loan information available to seminarians and
postulants. When participating in RSVP, please consider supporting a novice sister or religious woman
postulant as RSVP is not limited to seminarians.
• Showing support for local religious by sponsoring an ad for their communities in your parish bulletin or local newspaper, or by hosting receptions
celebrating religious professions or ordinations.
• The AB/NWT State’s annual Religious Vocations
Awareness Drawing Contest for Grade 5 students
(Continued on page 11)
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G

reetings Brother Knights,

As we begin a new Columbarium year we can look back
at the previous year and evaluate what worked and what
didn’t.
The website continues to be a great resource to every
Knight in our jurisdiction and beyond. Our website continues to show growth in visitors with our traffic nearly
doubling last year’s totals; where before we would struggle to cross the 1000 session per month mark we now
regularly exceed that. Our user base continues to be a
60/40 mix between Men and Women and majority of
users continues to be in the 45+ age range.
A promising note is the 18-35 age range which is now
making up 21% of our user base, up from 14% last year.
This is an important note, because these users are coming
to our site, visiting pages relevant to membership and
looking to become Brother Knights. This shows us that
we need a continued focus on generating new members
by channelling interested users to their correct chapter.
Brother Grant Mann was the most consistent contributor
to the site, he understood that all of this growth is only
sustainable through continued development of our online
presence. We need more Brother Knights devoting time
to maintaining the content of the individual sections of
the website. If we let the content languish, and cease to
add features to our website, the whole thing dies.
Security has been a major concern over the past year and
has resulted in considerable development time being diverted from other web projects to cleaning up after successful attacks, and fending off other ones. We have had
several thousand hack attempts over the past year. That
means that we were dealing with hacking attempts daily.
You may be asking "Why would someone attack the
Knights website? Is this politically motivated?" The long
and short answer is "No". Traditionally religious websites have been a prime target for hackers to distribute
malicious software as often times these sites are built on
a shoestring budget, by someone who is often a volunteer, and an amateur in web development. Additionally,
users tend to trust their religious institutions web sites as
they would trust the walls of their Church. This means
that often times, users will download things blindly, because the source seems safe and familiar to them. This
makes an ideal situation for hackers to spread their mali(Continued on page 7)

Page 5

St. Peter Council # 7070 sponsored the 10th Annual
Faith, Fitness and Fun Run/Walk in Edmonton on
May 23, 2015 in support of St. Joseph Seminary &
Newman Theological College

Picture above was taken on June 12, 2015 for
the generous donation to Sacred Heart Parish

Our Lady of
Victory Council #
6563

Photo above: Group photo of the majority of the
participants in the Fun Run/Walk.

Photo above: Geno Mudry, Grand Knight Ardie
Korte, Margaret Korte & Bob Newman all crossing
the finish line together.

Annual Spring
Garage Sale

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg
format to the State Office via email at:

stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Please provide a brief description of the picture you are sending.
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Supreme Director Nat Gallo, Lina Gallo, State
Chaplain, Fr. Jim Corrigan, Ruby Reyes and
State Secretary Vince Reyes.
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(Continued from page 5, State Communications & PR Director)

cious malware in hopes of monetizing the compromised
computers their software has infected.
With that in mind we have contracted Sucuri - The
global leader in website security - to handle our websites
security. We are pleased to say that with their technology, the attempts on our website have been reduced to
literally 0. Their nominal fee of $380.00/year means that
we can focus on other projects, and continuing to represent the Knights online, without the constant worry about
the visitors to our site being infected.
Thank you to State Technology Chairman Joseph Duenas
and webmaster Mike Duddy for the excellent website.
www.kofc.ab.ca
The State email system continues to be an extremely
beneficial tool for our State office and State Deputy to
communicate quickly and efficiently with our Council
Executives and District Deputies. The savings is in the
thousands of dollars per year but the true benefit is the
quick delivery of information from State and Supreme.
Currently we have 160 Councils out of 170 using the
email system. When sending the roster sheet to the State
Council Office please provide your PERSONAL email
address. This will be the address that you want you’re
Knights of Columbus emails forwarded to. The State
Roster will have a standing email address.
Thank you to Brother Adam LaGrange and Executive
Secretary Shauna LaGrange for maintaining the email
system.
The training DVD that was produced by Brother Lito
Soco with help from Brother Joseph Duenas has been
another positive advancement in our jurisdiction. Every
year we had six regional meetings that the State Board
and Directors would travel to and the Councils from
those Regions would attend. Of course it was a hit and
miss if everyone could attend the meeting or not. There
was a tremendous amount of travel and expense for the
State Board and State Directors. In an effort to reduce
travel and the costs involved and a real need to get the
message to all Councils we will once again proceed with
this video production. The State Board, State Directors
will read their report on video and each Council will receive a DVD of the entire State Board and the State Directors message. DVD’s will be available later this summer.

John Luk continues to take photos at all our State events
and then he places them on the website. Thank you
Brother John for all that you do for the Knights of Columbus.
Brother Adam LaGrange has done a great job at keeping
the calendar on the State website current. Thank you
Brother Adam.
Our State Affairs newsletter is probably the best source
of information available to us on what’s happening in our
Jurisdiction. Shauna and the office staff do an amazing
job on this publication. Thank you to Shauna and staff
and all the contributors.
Do you have a Knights event or information that you
want on the website or in State Affairs please send it to
me and once approved by our State Deputy we can include it in State Affairs or on the State website.
The formation program is a terrific spiritual addition to
our meetings and great information for everyday life.
Thank you to Father Jim for the great information on the
Commandments and now the Sacraments. The formation
program has a great history in our jurisdiction thanks to
Father Troy, Father Henry and now Father Jim. There’s a
lot of other information on our website that’s only a few
clicks away.
There are areas that we can improve on. We haven’t
started to create a database of fundraising ideas. We have
some initiatives that we reported we would start but to
date we haven’t and no timeframe to begin. There’s certainly more we can do but I’m pleased with the improvements we implemented so far.
Public Relations - Please always portray the Knights of
Columbus in the highest regard. The best PR is by example so when others hear about our good works, our support of our Priests and Bishops and the great friendships
we’ve made that may encourage them to join us.
Thank you and God Bless.
Michael Anctil

Communications & PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca

We owe an enormous amount of gratitude to Brother
Lito and Brother Joseph, for all their efforts. Brother
State Affairs, Volume 19, Number 1 August 2015
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From the Charitable Foundation
By Wally Streit, President of the ACF

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS – 2015-2016
At our Board of Directors
meeting on June 27, 2015, the
Board elected the following to
serve as the Executive Officers
for the current Columbian Year
ending on June 30, 2016.
President – Wally Streit PSD
Vice-President – Willis Winter
Secretary – Daniel Barth – PSD
Treasurer – Phil Birch
That State Deputy (now Charles Russell) is
automatically the Chairman.
CATCH THE SPIRIT CAMPAIGN
Special Name – Individual Goal $500,000:
While we very recently reached this goal, our
running total included documented pledgesdonations and also verbal pledges-donations.
Over the past two months we have worked to
convert a good number of the verbal pledges
with the result our documented pledgesdonations are now at $483,500. So we need to
raise another $18,000 from pledges over 3-4
years or one time donations. Please contact
Wally Streit if you can help or you can give us
a name to contact.
Council-Columbus Club Goal $300,000: Thus
far our focus has been on the Special Name
Goal. Pledges from Council/Assemblies/
Associations are not just over $100,000. Over
the next four months we will be contacting and
in many cases visiting Councils to obtain flexible pledges over 5 years. We know that if
Councils understand the importance of our one
time Catch the Spirit campaign, we will reach
or exceed the $300,000 goal. Every Council
needs to do its part. Please be charitable when
your ACF representative calls to discuss your
Council pledge. It would be very much apprePage 8

ciated if you would call Wally Streit to set a
time in September-October to visit your
Council.
We are most grateful to all the Brother Knights,
Businesses and Councils that have thus far participated in our campaign. While we have not
as yet reached our overall goal, we will this
year dispense with the fall solicitation mail-out
(and the associated cost), however, if you have
not made a pledge and would like to make a
donation you are invited to contact Wally Streit
or Phil Birch and we will get a form to you.
CLERGY AND KNIGHTS GOLF
TOURNAMENT
Monday – September 21, 2015 – Meadowlands
Golf Club, Sylvan Lake. Councils are encouraged to sponsor their Clergy and Knights,
spouses of Knights are welcome, it is not necessary to have a Clergy member on each foursome and individual registrations are welcome.
However, it is the objective our Co-Chairmans,
Urbain Zak and Bob Kruchten to ensure that all
Clergy who are interested, both active and retired, can attend. While the Priests at my Council do not golf, my Council sponsors retired
Priests. This is a fun event and we want this
year to be a real success – we challenged our
State Council and now we challenge you – see
you on the Sept. 21st.
ACF Golf Contact Information:
Urbain Zak: Co-Chairman
Phone: (403) 437-4027 Email: uzak@telus.net
Bob Kruchten: Co-Chairman
Phone: (403) 346-5423
Email:rkruchte@telus.net
Enjoy your Summer!
Wally Streit PSD
PRESIDENT-ACF
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ALBERTA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
CLERGY AND KNIGHTS GOLF TOURNAMENT
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2015
MEADOWLANDS GOLF CLUB, SYLVAN LAKE, AB.
(On Highway 11 – about 10-12 minutes west of Highway 2)
“PROCEEDS WILL BE DONATED TO CORNERTONE OF FAITH CAMPAIGN & 1/3 to
Alberta Knights of Columbus Charitable Campaign ‘Catch the Spirit’.”
(Building of St. Joseph Seminary & Newman Theological College)
Councils are encouraged to sponsor their clergy and knights; spouses of knights are welcome;
it is not necessary to have a clergy member on each foursome.
MAIN FEATURES:

1. TEXAS SCRAMBLE—EACH 4—SOME MAY HAVE 1 OR MORE MEMBERS OF THE
CLERGY
2. REGISTRATION FEE - $125.00 PER GOLFER INCLUDES 18 HOLES OF GOLF, SHAREDPOWER CART; MORNING SNACK, COFFEE/JUICE, MIDDAY SNACK, PRIZES AND
DINNER at end of tournament.
3. TAX RECEIPT TO BE DETERMINED TO EACH golfer paying his OWN REGISTRATION
FEES.
4. Start time—10:30am, shot gun start
CONTACTS:
URBAIN ZAK , Co-Chairman
BOB KRUCHTEN, Co-Chairman

Phone: (403) 347 – 4027; Email: uzak@telus.net
Phone: (403) 346 – 5423; Email: rkruchte@telus.net

…………………………………………………….CUT HERE……………………………………………………….

REGISTRATION FORM
NAME

PHONE NO.

ADDRESS

COUNCIL #

1.
2.
3.
4.
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUE ($500.00 per team or $125 per golfer) PAYABLE TO:
“AB K OF C CHARITABLE FOUNDATION”
PLEASE MAIL REGISTRATION FORM AND CHEQUE TO:
K OF C STATE COUNCIL OFFICE, C/O URBAIN & BOB,
#4 – 5579 – 47 STREET, RED DEER, AB. T4N 1S1
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS AUGUST 31, 2015

State Affairs, Volume 19, Number 1 August 2015

Note:
Individual registrations are
welcome. The committee will
try to place you on a foursome.
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From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman
(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

By Gary T. Sherman
This Columbian Year let us endeavour to have 100% compliance on the required fees and reports. As of this writing,
the following are due:
July 1: Council per capita levied by Supreme Council and
Report of Officers chosen for the Term (#185)
Aug 1: Service Program Personnel Report (#365)
Aug 15: Semi-Annual Council Audit Report (#1295)
Celebrate with us! The One Body One Spirit Gala is a fundraiser with proceeds going towards the construction of
Corpus Christi Church in southeast Edmonton. This event is
just around the corner: October 3, 2015 at Shaw Conference Center, Hall D. Tickets are $250.00 per person. Interested in purchasing tickets, becoming a sponsor, donating
items for the live or silent auction and/or making a cash
donation? Please visit: www.corpuschristigala.com or you
may contact me at (780) 463-3696 or vincereyes@shaw.ca.
See you there!

H

ello Worthy Brothers,

Here’s to your successful Council Programs this
Columbian year 2015 – 2016.
I am sorry that I missed your July meeting in Red Deer and I
am waiting for your call or e-mail to help get you started.
One of the many church programs that your Council could
take part in is the Marian Hour of Prayer Program. Our
Blessed Lady is waiting for your Council to bring her to your
Parish and pray with her. Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Icon can travel to your Council; all you have to do
is contact me.
Gary T. Sherman
Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman
From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Brian Strawford
In closing, let me leave you with these words from Mother
Teresa: “None of us, including me, ever do great things but
we can do small things, with great love. Together, we can
do something wonderful.”

W

orthy Brother Knights,

Thank you for all the good works you are doing for the sake
of Columbianism!

Welcome to the new Grand Knights and District Deputies.
Please call me If you have any questions on the Pennies for
Heaven Program. For the Councils taking on the Pennies
for Heaven Program for the first time, I thank you very
much. We need to assist our Seminarians to become new
Priests. I thank you for supporting Vocations.

Vivat Jesus!

Please remember to make your cheques payable to the
Alberta K of C State Council and send it to:

Vince R. Reyes
State Secretary

K of C State Council Office,
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, Alberta T4N 1S1

May God bless us and our families!

Fraternally yours,
(Continued from page 2, State Treasurer)

The State Executive Board will be having a meeting on
August 22, 2015 and one of the Agendas will be the appointment of the new State Warden. As we currently do
not have a State Warden, please feel free to ask me if
you have any issues or concerns regarding protocols.
Members of the State Executive Board are available to
assist you in any other issues.

Brian Strawford,
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

Remember, that the State Board, the Directors and District Deputies are all here to help you at the Council
level to achieve your goals. All you have to do is ASK!

I wish you all a wonderful and safe summer! Vivat Jesus!

Fraternally

Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Treasurer

W. Charles Russell
State Deputy
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From the Culture of Life Chair Couple

By Patrice & Hélène Roussel

D

ear Brothers,

Once again we are giving you a bit of information to
help you make plans toward a culture of life. Over
the course of this month, I received a request on
the cost of abortion in Alberta. This is a very good
question that I will address in a near future. This
request came about because you and I pay for
those abortions as part of our taxes. It probably is
not much per abortion divided by all the tax payers
but when you consider that around 13,000 abortions occur in the province year after year, there is
reason to be concerned. This is an issue that we
have been juggling with for many years. There was
a campaign to defund abortion from Canada ProLife a few years back, provided with many signed
petitions and as far as we know, there is still a lot of
work to be done. The issue is not dead on the calendar and many of us are still working toward this.
Councils also asked, what can we do to help? I can
answer this with many options. First if there is a
pro-life group in your area, support them. Ask
what they need, offer them assistance in planning
events, you might have to help them financially,
that being the biggest struggles of all the organizations, there is no help from the government for
pro-life work; our leaders then are providing a culture of death before life.
Secondly if there is no group in your area, don’t
give up, you can choose to participate in our provincial March for Life, but before you get there, you
could help us by visiting schools and churches to
promote the March. Councils could raise awareness and provide transportation for people to the
March. We want to show strength in unity with
thousands of marchers, the last two years we were
more than 3000 marchers; what if we were to tell
you that we want to see more than 5000 at the
March next year? I think it is very possible as long
as we make the choice of supporting the Alberta
State Affairs, Volume 19, Number 1 August 2015

March for Life Association.
Thirdly, you can plan local activities to support the
Culture of Life, an annual mass in your parish with
the assistance of your Chaplain, great initiative,
make it known well in advance and be at that mass.
In the near future I will write to all the District
Deputies, to give them some suggestions on how to
support the Culture of Life and help the Council’s
attain the requirement for Star Council.
The last item is delicate, each Council prepare a
budget each year, it is time to add a new item, Culture of Life. Set an amount aside to support prolife activities. That amount should range from $200
for a small Council to thousands of dollars for a
wealthy Council, let say 5% to 10% of your budget
as this is to save lives and maybe future Knights.
Remember an active pro-life member saves life,
indifference kills and makes you an equivalent to a
pro-choice activist! Stand up for the Love of God!
Patrice & Hélène Roussel
Culture of Life Chair Couple
(Continued from page 5, State Vocations Chairman)

for the 2015-2016 school year. You should talk to
the schools early, even before classes start in late
August.
• My promise to all Grand Knights and District
Deputies. Tell me the name of your Council Vocations Chairman and I will personally call them to
assist with Vocations projects.
I close with an image I copied from Supreme’s web
site. It is the most obvious of all ideas:

Vivat Jesus
John Leszkowicz
State Vocations Chairman
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
prayers:
To the family of Brother Siegfried (Fred) Schiweck, worthy Knight of Father Bonner Council,
passed away on Monday, July 6, 2015. Please
pray for the repose the Brother Fred’s soul and
for the needs of his family in this difficult time.
♦ Wayne Kudilek passed away peacefully at the
age of 57, after a three year battle with cancer.
Condolences go out to the family of Brother
Wayne in this time of grief. May the Lord welcome him with open arms.
♦ It is a great sadness to announce the passing of
Brother Alfred St. Louis on July 11th from
Council 3408. Our prayers go to Clara, Alfred’s
Wife and his family.
♦ Prayers go to the family of Laurier Labelle who
passed away July 21, 2015. Rest in the loving
arms of the Lord.

ALBERTA CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
2015 CLERGY/KNIGHTS GOLF TOURNAMENT

♦

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Western Catholic Reporter
“Keep up with the Western Catholic Reporter
(WCR) as we continue bringing the Gospel to bear
on current issues in the Church in 2015!”
“The Knights have long realized the importance of
the Catholic press in keeping Catholics informed
about Church teaching and news, and in helping to
build Catholic community. A one-year subscription
to the WCR sent to an Alberta address is $35.
Cheques (made payable to Catholic Archdiocese of
Edmonton) or credit card information (Visa or
MasterCard) can be sent to the Western Catholic
Reporter, 8421—101 Avenue, Edmonton, T6A 0L1,
or you can phone 780-424-1557 or you can subscribe using our website, www.wcr.ab.ca.”

Glen Argan, Editor of WCR
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Monday, September 21, 2015
Meadowlands Golf Club, Sylvan Lake, AB
Registration Deadline: August 31, 2015
Contacts:
Urbain Zak @ (403)-347-4027; uzak@telus.net
Bob Kruchten @ (403) 346-5423; rkruchte@telus.net

2016 STATE ANNUAL CURLING BONSPIEL
Hosted by Father Leduc Council 7061, the State
Curling Bonspiel March 11-13, 2016.
Contact:
Rick Salt @ (780) 986-4608

2016 STATE ANNUAL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
Friday, April 1, 2016—Sunday, April 3, 2016
Contact:
Richard Caron @(587) 281-0827, kentc@eastlink.ca
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca

October 2015

Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“”A love that gives life.. Let us
Pray

“God bless those men we call
Knights and their families”

W. Charles Russell

W

e are already a quarter of the way through this
year’s Columbian year as I write this message.
st

What have you accomplished since July 1 , 2015 to
grow your Council? Have you recruited new members?
Have you submitted the required forms to Supreme and
to the State offices? Did you hold meetings in July and
August? Did you hold Council activities during the summer months?
These are questions that most Council’s can answer
“YES”. Are you one of them? If not, it is not too late to
start. We still have nine months left. It simply means
that you must double up your efforts!
We have training seminars coming up in Calgary and
Edmonton on Saturday, October 3rd and Saturday, November 14th respectively. This is open to all Council
members and especially to Council Executive members.
These will be all day seminars where you will be taking
an active part in the sessions. There will be breakout
sessions where you will receive information pertaining
to the Executive Council position you currently hold or
aspire to hold (i.e. your responsibilities and accountability).
This year, our emphasis is on training to ensure that all
members know what is expected of them and to ensure
that they are equipped to carry out their duties.
(Continued on page 9)

Fr. Jim Corrigan

W

orthy Brothers,

Have you ever asked yourself the question, why am I a
member of the Knights of Columbus? As part of my
monthly Formation Program this year, I will be addressing in a structured way why I am a member of the
Knights. We will do this by exploring the founding principles of our Order in a more in depth way. My reason for
asking the question as part of this article is this. During a
recent monthly State Board teleconference call, our
State Deputy, Charles Russell noted that our membership recently had in fact not increased, but had decreased a little. Yes Brother Knights come and they go,
they move into a Council and they move away from a
council and some finish their journey in the world and
respond to God’s invitation to meet him face to face in
the heavenly kingdom.
So out of the question; why am I a Knight brings further
questions, which I would say, demand our attention and
reflection. Am I committed to the Knights of Columbus
at a level that would cause me to invite another man to
join our organization? Do I appreciate enough what the
Knights do; do I enjoy being in their company enough
that I would invite other men to be part of our Council?
If I see a good show on television or read a good article,
I am not shy about recommending it to others and inviting them to read or view it. Can I say the same about my
Brother Knights and our Councils? Brothers the second
part of this question is this. Do I make new members
feel welcome when they do take that step and become
(Continued on page 9)

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Y. Mendita

I

“Give Thanks To God”

A

s I am writing this, it is only five days to go before the Corpus Christi Gala Night on October
3rd at the Shaw Conference Centre, Hall D, in Edmonton.
This Gala is a fundraiser, the proceeds of which will go
toward the construction of the new Church in southeast
Edmonton which will cost approximately $14 million.
I have been very fortunate to be given the opportunity
to help by being a part of the Gala Committee composed of dedicated parishioners of St. Theresa and Corpus Christi Parishes.
Our journey was long and hard but with the great teamwork and faith of everybody and with the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, we will get to our destination safe, sound
and with resounding success!
We know deep in our hearts that this Gala will bring joy
to everyone because of the unity and unbelievable spirit
shown by the parishioners of the two parishes and more
importantly, from the diverse Catholic faith communities in Edmonton, most notably the Knights of Columbus
and their families. In essence, we have shown that we
are living our faith! Truly, we are One Body, One Spirit!
To all of you, our heartfelt gratitude and appreciation.
We know that the good Lord will reward your generosity
a hundred fold!
Fourteen days to go, on October 12, we will be celebrating the Canadian Thanksgiving Day. We are grateful to
God, not just on Thanksgiving Day but every day, for his
countless blessings he has given us like good health,
families, friends, material wealth, the Knights of Columbus and many, many more! We should give thanks by
practicing in our daily lives the Stewardship Prayer.
We know that everybody is busy but please ensure that
the following reports have been submitted to the Supreme Council and to anyone concerned:

t is now October and the last quarter of Columbian Year, the time of the year that we celebrate
one of the most important holidays of the year, Thanksgiving. It is the time in the Columbian Year to prepare
for a lot more activities in the months ahead. But first,
I’d like to greet everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. As our
family and friends gather together to celebrate this festivity, we should not forget the less unfortunate and
who are here with us in spirit. May we share the many
blessings that we all have received, and may the spirit of
expressing gratitude be with us. Thanks to our Almighty
Father.
To show support for the persecuted Christians in Middle
East, the AB/NWT State Council purchased 30 Solidarity
Crosses at $ 5.00 each from the Supreme Council. This
cross can be sold for $10.00 each and use it as fundraising. Councils can purchase directly from Supreme Council a minimum of 10 Crosses for free shipping; this will
support this cause and can also be used as Council’s
fundraising.

With regards to ceremonial fees, it has been decided
from the Calgary Ceremonial meeting that there is no
change in fees. Currently, the fees are as follows: $35/
member for 3rd Degree, No charge on 2nd Degree; Chapter is to shoulder incidental cost of the 2nd Degree; No
charge for the 1st Degree.
The 2016 Charities Appeal Tickets will be available soon
and details will be sent to all Councils.
Our next Annual Convention will be held in Calgary on
May 6, 7 and 8, 2016. I’d like to congratulate and welcome Brother John Onyskiw to the State Board as our
new State Warden.
Lastly, I’d like to express my condolences to Father Jim
Corrigan & Brother Guy Precourt for passing of their beloved mother and to the family of Father Gary Lee, who
passed away on Sept 4, 2015. May their souls rest in
peace.
Vivat Jesus!

July 1 – Report of Officers Chosen (#185)
(Continued on page 3)
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Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Treasurer
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Gaston Launière

By John W. Onyskiw

“The quieter you become,
the more you can hear.” Ram Dass.

A

fter so many requests from Brother Knights
and Councils in regards to Parliamentary
Procedures, policies, protocol and I intend for this
Columbian year to extract some articles of interest
from the Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised
(RONR), and publish them so that more Knights will
understand this needed body of rules and if those
articles help, Great! But it will be impossible for me
to publish them all but at least we can start here
and enjoy the reading and the learning.
How many times have you been to a meeting that
didn’t go well? Did it seem that the chair didn’t
keep order? Was there a feeling that something
was “railroaded”? Did it take an interminable
amount of time to settle the simplest things? What
was wrong?
… according to Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised (RONR), 11th edition, (Cambridge, Mass.: Da
Capo Press, 2011) >>>
Please see insert for remaining of State Advocate’s Article.
Gaston Launiere
State Advocate
(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

Aug. 1 – Service Program Personnel Report (#365)
Aug. 15 – Semi Annual Council Audit Report (#1295)
The forms can be accessed at kofc.org/forms or in the
Council Report Forms Booklet (#1436).
If you need any help, you may contact your District Deputy or myself.
May God bless us and our families!
Lastly, “Almighty God, Help me to be a gift to others in
your name. Amen”
Happy Thanksgiving! Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Secretary

O

nce again that colorful season of Fall is upon
us and with it brings Thanksgiving. The time
of year we celebrate with our family and friends
giving thanks to Our Lord for providing the bounty
of the harvests. As we enjoy this festivity, let us not
forget those less fortunate than ourselves both
here at home and around the world. The daily
News shows us victims suffering from some calamity, displacement, or act of violence occurring
somewhere in the world. Let us pray for these victims and especially for peace so we may all live as
God intended with our brothers and sisters.
One of the goals of our new State Deputy is to provide training to all Knights holding a position of Office. In keeping with that initiative, as your State
Warden, one of my duties will be to provide information and assist Councils on the implementation
of Protocol as followed by our Order. Those new to
a Council or who have never read the Grand
Knight’s Manual may not be familiar with Our Order’s protocols. Starting with this edition and continuing in subsequent State Affairs editions the different areas of protocol will be presented. Just to
note, the revised Canadian version, of the Grand
Knight’s Manual should be ready for distribution by
November 2015.
First off “What is protocol?” By definition it is “a
system of rules that explain the correct conduct
and procedures to be followed in formal situations.
According to the official definition as per the
Knights of Columbus, “Protocol is a rigid code setting forth the degree of obedience, the order of
precedence, and the rules of official and social behavior.” It covers anything that is proper and in
good taste, formality, suitable dress, seating, social
behavior, customs and regulations dealing with the
ceremonials and etiquette of the Order. I will not
list every rule governing every situation as they are
too numerous. You will never go wrong by applying
common courtesy and proper consideration for the
office represented by the person.
The District Deputy: this Knight is appointed by Su(Continued on page 4)
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From the Agency
By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

preme and is the personal representatives of the
Supreme Knight and the ‘right hand’ of the State
Deputy. The Grand Knights and Council Officers
should familiarize themselves with the respect due
to the important position the District Deputy holds.
Protocol for the District Deputy is as follows:
♦

♦

♦
♦
♦
♦

♦

He should notify the Grand Knight of the Council in his district, in writing and in advance (one
week to ten days), when making an official visit,
so that all officers will be present with their
books and records.
He should insist and advise, if necessary, on
proper setup and personal conduct of the members at all council meetings. The Warden of the
Council is responsible for the proper setup of
the chamber for Meetings and Degrees.
District Deputies should always be properly
dressed when attending meetings.
He should always be seated in front, near the
Grand Knight.
He should always be called upon to speak and
all members should rise when he is introduced.
The District Deputy, as special representative of
the Supreme Knight and the State Deputy, and
his spouse should be invited to all Council functions
The District Deputy and spouse, if attending,
should be seated at the head table at any Council function, even if not on the speaking program.

The District Deputy was appointed to your District
to provide guidance and assist your Councils.
Brother Knights it is important for all Knights to
know and understand Protocol whether or not you
hold a position of office. Please refer to the Grand
Knights Manual for additional information.
God Bless all Knights and their family.
Wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.
Sir Knight John Onyskiw
State Warden

L

ong-Term Care Insurance – Protect your
assets. Get quality care. Prepare for the

future.
While life expectancies have been improving steadily, living longer may very well mean needing more
care. Statistics show that nearly 70 percent of individuals over the age of 65 will require at least some
type of long-term care services during their lifetime.* And those services are becoming more and
more expensive.
On average, nursing home care can cost upwards of
$83,000 per year, while at-home care can cost
more than $60,000 per year.*
Yet most regular health insurance plans or government assistance programs do not provide sufficient
coverage for long-term care needs. Long-term care
insurance from the Knights of Columbus helps mitigate that risk by helping you cover your costs.
Knights of Columbus Long-Term Care policies are
customizable to fit your needs, and come in two
basic forms: comprehensive coverage, which covers
you in a nursing home or at home; and facility-only
coverage, which covers you in a nursing home only.
Insurance by Brother Knights for Brother Knights
When structuring the best insurance plan for you
and your family, there is a lot to consider, but keep
two things in mind.
First and foremost, remember that you have a dedicated, professional Knights of Columbus agent
who’s job it is to help you consider your current
situation, evaluate the options, and put a plan in
place to help protect you and your family according
to your terms and your budget.
Second, whenever you do business with the Knights
of Columbus, you get the added benefit of knowing
that you’re not doing business with any old insur(Continued on page 5)
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From the State Program Director
By Gregory Amerongen

D

ear Brother Knights,

Your Councils are now at the beginning of our Columbian year 2016! I trust that your District Deputies have
met with your Grand Knights and other officers as the
case may be to ensure that your Council is planning deliberately not only to run excellent programs, but with a
heavenly view towards becoming a STAR COUNCIL!
In the previous State Affairs we reviewed the description and requirements to achieve the Star Council
Award. In case you did not receive this, please request
it from the State Office. If need be, please review the
article itself or refer to your Grand Knight’s materials for
the Star Council information.
In this issue, I wish to focus upon the Fraternal Leader
Success Planner, the resource from Supreme which
makes running your programs much easier. If you have
not received your copy, please contact your District
Deputy or the State Office (1 800 656 0042).
Page 1 provides a spreadsheet with columns for your six
service areas (Church, Community, Council, Culture of
Life, Family, and Youth), Dollars Donated, Number of
Volunteers, Hours of Service, and Total Hours of Service.
This will enable you to track effectively your Council’s
service hours and enable you to complete very easily
the Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity #1728 and Columbian Award Application #SP-7 which are both of the
requirements for the Star Council Award! Supreme
makes it easy. Just follow along and complete the entries.
Turn to the next page in the Planner and you can chart
your Council’s Membership and Program Activities at a
Glance from July, 2015 to August, 2016 with such programs such as Coats for Kids to the Soccer Challenge.
Next, continue onto page 3 and Plan Early for Success!
This page provide you a sheet for planning your programs to ensure that your Council runs either four programs in the program categories listed there or runs a
feature program which I described in the previous State
Affairs. Now turn to the September 2015 page to pencil
in your Council’s particular activities for this month and
onward. If you do this, you will see how easy this Planner makes planning thanks to Supreme.
In closing, capitalize upon the Fraternal Leader Success
Planner to facilitate achieving their Star Council Award.
Be assured of my support and that of our State CoordiState Affairs, Volume 19, Number 2 October 2015

nators: Community Coordinator Phil Birch, Council Coordinator Bill Potvin, Family Coordinator Sal Ficaccio,
Youth Coordinator Ken Waldron, and Culture of Life
Chairman Patrice Roussel. In case you have not yet received your State Roster 2015-2016, please contact your
District Deputy or the State Office. Ignite your passion
for charity and watch it spread through your Council,
into the parish, and across your community so that everyone will know that the Knights will be there – be there
where charity is needed.
Fraternally,
Gregory Amerongen
State Program Director
stateprogramdirector@kofc.ab.ca
(Continued from page 4, General Agent)

ance company, you’re doing business with your insurance company, a Catholic insurance company,
with Catholic values, started by a Catholic Priest,
that is one of the most highly-rated life insurers in
North America.****
So be sure to reach out to your Knights of Columbus Advisor and get the conversation started, so
that you can take advantage of this exclusive portfolio of protection that’s been assembled for you.
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services National Clearinghouse for LTC Information, 3/3/2014
** Data for March 2013 was obtained from online
beneficiary database maintained by the U.S. Social
Security Administration’s Office of the Chief Actuary, available at www.ssa.gov/oact/ProgData/
icp.html (last accessed April 2013)
***CNN Money, “Middle Class & living paycheck to
paycheck,” April 25, 2014.
**** As of 7/1/2014, rated A++, Superior for financial strength by AM Best.
For the name of your agent, phone: 403-343-2242
or email: bouchardagency@kofc.org
Marc Bouchard,
General Agent
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B

From the State Vocations Chairman

From the State Communications & PR Director

By John Leszkowicz

By Michael Anctil

rothers,

The new fraternal year and school year has started.
I remind everyone about the State’s Annual Vocations Awareness Poster Contest. This contest is
completely coordinated by State. Supreme is not
involved.
Has your Council or Assembly picked a representative to approach the Grade 5 teachers in schools
within the Parish yet?
Please do not hesitate to email if you have questions. Forward my name and email to your representative and ask them to call me if they need help
getting started.
There is information (updated in August 2015) on
the State Council web site. Here is the url:
http://kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/vocations/.
Another url takes you to the page where we have
posted overall winners from the last seven years:
http://kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/vocations/
religious-vocations-poster-contest-winners/
Vivat Jesus,
John Leszkowicz
State Vocations Chairman
e-mail: vocationschairman@kofc.ab.ca

G

reetings Brother Knights,
I hope this report finds you and your family

well.
If you’re a State Board member, State director, District Deputy or Grand Knight your State email should
be set up and working. If not please contact the State
Office to have your State email account setup as soon
as possible. We can forward your State email to your
personal email account but we need the address. The
State email makes it easy for all Brothers to contact
you.
The State website is always looking for interesting
articles to upload and share with our jurisdiction. If
you have photos or an event that will be of interest to
everyone please email me or the State Office. Once
approved by the State Board we will include the information on the website. Please visit the site often and
spend some time looking around. www.kofc.ab.ca
If your Council has an event and you would like the
date posted on the website please send the information to us and we will post it on the website calendar.
We’re currently looking at producing another training
video with all the State Board and Directors, delivering their message on a DVD that can be watched by
each Council at their convenience but we still need to
work out all the logistics.
Please let any of us know how we can help you or if
you have any concerns.
State Technology Chairman – Joseph Duenas
Photographer – John Luk – Calgary / Assistant
Technology Chairman
Photography – Lito Soco– Edmonton
Photography – Adam LaGrange – Red Deer/Central
Archives Chairman – Tony Lemay
Thank you and God Bless.
Michael Anctil
Communications & PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
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Left: Philadelphia—133rd Supreme Convention.
Includes Alberta NWT State Council, Insurance and
Associate delegates along with Special Supreme
Guests and Clergy
Right: Collection pins from the Supreme Convention

Eight new members joined the Order during the
1st Degree Exemplification on Sept 12, 2015 held
at St. Joseph High School in Edmonton

Photo taken during the Installation of Officers for
District 33, held at St. Albert the Great Sept 10,
2015.

Photo taken at the Supreme Convention State Dinner by Wally Streit.
From left to right: Ed Miller—Fairview; Supreme
Chaplain Archbishop Lori; Leo Zalenski—
Whitecourt; State Chaplain—Father Jim Corrigan.
Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg
format to the State Office via email at:

stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Please provide a brief description of the picture you are sending.
State Affairs, Volume 19, Number 2 October 2015

Scholarship Award presented to Stephanie Dookie.
Present was Council members, wives, winner and
Father Denis.
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From the Community Director

From the State Family Coordinator

By Phil Birch

By Sal Ficaccio

T

he big Community Activities news is the refugee
crisis in the Middle East. For the Knights of Columbus, whose first principle is charity, finding ways to
help those in need in their communities is a mission its
members embrace.
Eighty-nine years ago, Supreme Knight Flaherty addressed the Supreme Convention in Philadelphia with
these words:
“We behold our brothers suffering for their faith, in one
of the most violent and unjust persecutions of modern
times. … It is a sorry hour for our civilization when a persecution of this sort … can be conducted under sanction
of silence. We shall not give it that sanction.”
But who among us, hearing those words today, does not
think of the religious cleansing — or, as Pope Francis
recently said in his address to the World Meeting of
Popular Movements, the “genocide” — of Christians in
the Middle East? What is their only crime? To believe in
the one who 2,000 years ago taught us to love our
neighbor.
In Iraq alone, the Christian population has fallen by at
least two-thirds, from 1.5 million to less than 400,000.
Many of these Christians have fled to the city of Erbil.
In Syria, almost 10 percent of the population is Christian. There, too, violence against Christians has caused a
refugee crisis. Thousands have fled for their lives to escape forced conversion and martyrdom.
Through our Knights of Columbus Christian Refugee Relief Fund, we have already delivered more than $3 million to assist our brothers and sisters in Iraq and Syria.
Our dollars provide housing and medical care, but we
can and must continue to do more.
On the local scene, what can our Councils do? As men
of action, we can sponsor a refugee family. This is a
community project for each of our Councils. We can
provide leadership to our Parishes and other community
organizations. Where the project may be too big for
one Council, perhaps a District can work together. Information on sponsorship is available at the Government of
Canada website: http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/
refugees/sponsor/index.asp. In addition, Catholic Social
Services has programs available for refugees.
As the Supreme Knight said, “It is a time for action”.
Phil Birch
Community Director
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B

rother Knights,

I hope you all had a wonderful summer with your
families and friends.
Today’s world has taken lots of our precious time, by
so much wasteful entertainment, so many things for
wasting time for making laughter, but love is lacking.
We need to spend more of our valuable time and
share our love with our families.
It gives me great pleasure to be your State “Family of
the Month Coordinator” and hopefully we will have a
wonderful year in celebrating family.
At the Supreme Convention in Philadelphia, I was
amazed to see all of the State Deputies marching with
a framed icon of the Holy Family. Our Supreme
Knight, Carl Anderson dedicated the year to the family. He emphasises the importance of the family and
what our Order stands for.
Pope Francis will be visiting Philadelphia in the end of
September and he will be addressing families.
On September 2, 2015 Papal Audience, Pope Francis
speaks on the importance of families for spreading
the faith, and in this way helping to build a more human society. Our Holy Father states, “Within families,
faith becomes a powerful force for unity and love,
and inspires a convincing witness to the Gospel. How
important is the witness in our societies, so often
marked by impersonalism and spiritual aridity!”
Wherever there is a loving family, that family with its
witness of love is capable of warming the heart of an
entire city.
Let us pray for our families, and all families that they
may bring joy, happiness and peace of God love to
our world.
Thank you for your help and support on this worthy
program.
Honour a family in your Council or Parish each month.
Vivat Jesus,
Sal Ficaccio
State Family Coordinator
State Affairs, Volume 19, Number 2 October 2015

From the Charitable Foundation
By Wally Streit, President

W

here did our summer go? As I write this
article we are getting ready for our September Board meeting. Over the summer our
By-Law Review Committee
has spent considerable time
preparing for our September
meeting where we will complete the review after input
from our Board Members.
When we embarked on our Catch the Spirit
campaign we indicated we did so because we
were receiving more requests from Charities
and receiving lower returns on our Investment
portfolio. We have received about 10 requests
that our Donation Request Chairman is reviewing prior to our September meeting. So we are
receiving more Council supported requests and
our investment returns continue to be lower
due to prevailing low interest rates.
While our goal of $500,000 for documented
pledges from special names has been achieved
we continue to accept pledges or one time donations from our Brother Knights. Our focus is
now on the $300,000 goal for pledges over 5
years from Councils, Assemblies and Associations. In order to achieve this goal we need
every Council to make a 5 year pledge.
About the Council’s 5 year pledge – the pledge
is a best efforts undertaking to honor the total
pledge over 5 years. The Council can manage
the payments to the pledge. A Council may
make a pledge for $5,000 and decide to pay
$1,000 a year over 5 years. Another Council
with limited resources may pledge $5,000 and
donate $300 in the first year towards the overall
pledge. In the latter case the Council will manage the payments towards the pledge and they
may have a dinner/silent auction or garage
sale in year two or three to augment their payments. The key is to put Charity in Action and
(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

As you are all aware, the Supreme Court
in February 2015 struck down the law prohibiting physician-assisted suicide.
The Catholic Organization for Life and family (COLF)
strongly encourages all those who are aware of the inherent and inalienable dignity of the human person, and
refuse to sit by idly to such a civilization, to expand their
knowledge on euthanasia and assisted suicide. Visit the
COLF website for additional information. COLF is cosponsored by the Conference of Catholic Bishops of Canada and the Supreme Council of the Knights of Columbus.
You are encouraged to participate in the campaign “A
love that gives life”.. Let us pray for the protection of
human life.
Fraternally,
W. Charles Russell
State Deputy

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

Knights? Do I say hello and introduce myself before or
after the meeting and look for some common ground to
share and make them feel welcome?
Let’s face it Brothers, often the reason we find ourselves
committed to a Council or the Knights in general is that
we enjoy the fraternity. We like spending time with our
Brothers, whether it is socializing at a meeting or cooking pancakes on Sunday morning, men do enjoy the
company of other men. Particularly when we are participating together and doing some good and necessary
charitable work. My point of this article, is this Brothers,
we are Knights for a reason. We need to name those
reasons and then we need to share those good reasons
with other men who are not yet members. Then we
need to reinforce to our new members the reason they
likely joined our organization in the first place. Because
my brothers, we are an organization that is based on the
principals of charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism. If
we witness to these principals well, there should and
would be a line-up of men looking to sign their form
100’s. God bless those men they call Knights and their
families.
Blessings

Fr. Jim Corrigan
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From the State Membership Director

From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Ken Kluchky

By Gary T. Sherman

T

he first quarter of this Columbian year is
nearly done. How is your Council progressing
in achieving its goals to becoming a Star Council?
Statewide, we are in a negative position. This means
that we have lost many members through suspension
and withdrawal. Please replace these members and
recruit others also to grow your Council and improve
your abilities to serve your Pastor, Church and Community.

Plan to conduct a successful Orderwide Church Drive
October 10 and 11 and follow up with the Orderwide
First Degree Week Oct. 12-18. Refer to the Membership Recruitment and Retention Manual received
from Supreme Office. For additional recruiting information go to www.kofc.org, click on ‘What We Do’
and select Membership Campaign Overview. Then
select from the directory of choices on the right for
guidance. ‘How to Conduct an Effective Church Recruitment Drive’ gives you the strategic plan for a successful campaign.
If you need help to conduct your Church drive please
contact the State Membership Director to arrange
assistance.
Plan to participate in the Executive Training Conference to be held in Calgary October 3, 2015 and in Edmonton on November 14, 2015. Council registration
is $50.00 and all your executive officers may participate.
Ken Kluchky
State Membership Director

A

s we have another three years with our new
Marian Hour of Prayer icon the “Holy Family,”
I wish to thank all Councils that have participated in the
Immaculate Conception Program and had prayers in
their Churches, Councils and other events. At the Edmonton Chapter, at the beginning of October, we will
draw from these Councils and have two icon winners.
(The winners from Red Deer north) I look forward to the
new Marian Hour of Prayer Program with the Holy Family being with us as we continue our legacy to promote
prayer in our Churches, Councils and other events. We
expect to have all the Icon’s, prayer booklets and prayer
cards available soon so please contact me with your
prayer date.
Gary T. Sherman
Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman
From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brother Knights

It was great to see the new and returning District Deputies
at their July organizational meetings. I thank all District
Deputies and their Councils that participated in the Pennies
for Heaven Program. To the District Deputies that have no
Councils involved in this worthy program, please encourage
them to join in supporting our Bishops in assisting Seminarians with financial support to become our new Priests.
Please contact me if you need any assistance in this program.

(Continued from page 9, ACF President)

make the overall pledge – God will help us find
a way to make the payments over 5 years.
Many thanks to the Councils that have made a
5 year pledge. I look forward to talking to the
others and to answer any questions you may
have. Please pray for our success.
Wally Streit PSD
President - ACF
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Remember to make your cheques payable to the Alberta K
of C State Council by sending to the State Office:
K of C State Council Office
#4, 5579 47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
God bless all; Bother Knights
Fraternally yours
Brian H. Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairmen
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From the Culture of Life Chair Couple

By Patrice & Hélène Roussel

B

rother Knights,

Since the last letter, I participated to many pro-life
meetings with groups around Alberta. There is possibilities to get an ultrasound machine in the Calgary area in
a close future. I will have to meet with some of you in
the Calgary area. I also have to discuss with other authorities with regard to Alberta Health rules and regulations to meet Supreme pre-requisite to fund this machine. That is great news for the south, we are making
head ways toward a long awaited project, more to follow soon.
Another issue that was discussed during these meetings
is how do we bring the pro-life message to church people? As we all know, it is almost taboo to make any prolife message in our parishes, some pastors have said
they were burnt with some pro-life groups and they are
worried to let other spread their messages within their
Parishes. In a time where there is new threats against
humanity we have to be concerned. In the next few
months our government will have made laws that will
authorize doctors to assist in ending life, assisted suicide
or basically a form of euthanasia. So we are looking at
ways to develop a methodology that would make it acceptable to all Christian Churches to hear pro-life teaching without fear of getting the wrong message. These
teachings should respect the Church’s theology as it pertains to this subject. That will be a real challenge that
will take some time but none-the-less a real need to fill.
Now onto another subject, an answer to a question that
was raised during my last letter. In Alberta, what is the
cost of an abortion? I asked the executive director of
Wilberforce Project aka Alberta Pro-life Association, she
answered that the cost of abortion range from $800 to
$1000 each, that number is what we all have to pay as
Albertan… This is for one, there is more then 13,000
abortions performed every year in Alberta so… Do the
math, if you don’t like the number maybe you want to
be a voice for the voiceless and join us in the battle for
life. Each Council could do there part by supporting the
different organizations with contributions that will help
us put forward programs to defend life at all stages.
Consider making donations to a local group and also to
our provincial associations, the Alberta March for Life
State Affairs, Volume 19, Number 2 October 2015

and Wilberforce Project. First, one organize a provincial
march in conjunction with the National March for life.
Last years cost for this event was in excess of $16,000 to
pay for permits, city police, and other bills including
publicity and sound equipment to host such an event.
Please consider a generous donation to the organization
that works so hard to make this happen. The second one
lobbies to the politicians to be the voice of all citizens,
they also work in the education of our youth going to
schools making presentations giving them hope with
positive messages that save lives. They also need your
financial help to accomplish the mission they chose to
fill. Council members can also join the ranks of those
pro-life groups as we never have too many members. So
Councils please take this plea seriously.
Keep watching what is coming up. A new flag was presented at two different board meetings, a pro-life flag
designed by a local activist. Our goal is to make this flag
an international reconnaissance for the pro-life movement. I am expecting to receive mine at any time, and as
soon as I get it, I will have a picture of it place on the
web at “kofc.ab.ca” as well as at “ albertamarchforlife.com”. This flag is copyrighted and will be sold as a
way of raising funds for the authorized associations as
per the designer’s wish. Look for it, be proud and display it as soon as possible. It will come in different sizes
from table top to full size flag pole model.
Finally, a reminder to mark your calendars with the date
of the provincial Mach for Life on May 18, 2016, this will
fill your requirement for culture of life activity to become a star Council, just like that. Join us, take a few
pictures, fill in your report and your one step closer to
Star Council!
Pray to end abortion, be active and visible even with just
a pro-life pin, this makes a difference, when you don’t,
you just help the culture of death win again.
Be a hero in your family: Be a builder of the culture of
life!
Patrice & Hélène Roussel
Chair-couple
Culture of Life
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
prayers:
Father Gary Lee passed away on Sept 4,
2015. Our condolences go to all family
members and friends of Father Gary that
will miss him dearly. His guidance and uplifting spirit will be greatly missed by all.
♦ Please keep in your prayers the family of long
Knight Brother Joe Konevick, who passed away
recently.
♦ We are saddened to announce the passing
of Brother Noel Day, worthy Knight of Father Bonner Council. Brother Noel passed
away on Sept 15, 2015. Please pray for the
repose of his soul and for his family.

ALBERTA CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
2016 CLERGY/KNIGHTS GOLF TOURNAMENT

♦

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Western Catholic Reporter
“Keep up with the Western Catholic Reporter
(WCR) as we continue bringing the Gospel to bear
on current issues in the Church in 2015!”
“The Knights have long realized the importance of
the Catholic press in keeping Catholics informed
about Church teaching and news, and in helping to
build Catholic community. A one-year subscription
to the WCR sent to an Alberta address is $35.
Cheques (made payable to Catholic Archdiocese of
Edmonton) or credit card information (Visa or
MasterCard) can be sent to the Western Catholic
Reporter, 8421—101 Avenue, Edmonton, T6A 0L1,
or you can phone 780-424-1557 or you can subscribe using our website, www.wcr.ab.ca.”

Glen Argan, Editor of WCR
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Saturday, June 11, 2016
Cardiff Golf and Country Club, Cardiff, AB
Registration Deadline: To be determined
Contacts:
Denis Halyk @ (780) 459-9336

2016 STATE ANNUAL CURLING BONSPIEL
Hosted by Father Leduc Council 7061, the State
Curling Bonspiel March 11-13, 2016.
Contact:
Rick Salt @ (780) 986-4608

2016 STATE ANNUAL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
Friday, April 1, 2016—Sunday, April 3, 2016
Contact:
Richard Caron @(587) 281-0827, kentc@eastlink.ca
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)
tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“Lest We Forget”

“Speak Lord your servant is listening”

W. Charles Russell

I

am writing this message on Wednesday, November
th
11 and I want to reflect briefly on what our Veterans
sacrificed so that we enjoy what we have today.
We have freedom to do whatever we want to do: Worship, Pray, Vote, etc.
For that we are all thankful and owe a debt of gratitude
to all our Veterans.
As we approach the season of Advent, we must also remember our Saviour Jesus who also sacrificed his life for
us.
Christmas is not all about buying gifts and presents. It is
when our Lord and Saviour was born in Bethlehem. Let
us remember to “KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS”
We have conducted two all day training seminars for
Councils in and around Calgary and Edmonton. The Edmonton session has been videotaped and will be sent to
all Councils in the Jurisdiction early in the New Year.
The sessions include training on Membership & Programs, Financial Secretary & Treasurer responsibilities
and use of the online financial programs. I suggest that
all Councils who did not attend the seminars view the
video when you receive it. You may want to show part of
it at your Council meetings as part of your Lecturer pro-

Fr. Jim Corrigan

B

rothers you know what they say; if it looks like a
duck and it walks like a duck, well it is probably an Advent homily from Fr. Jim. Brothers, Advent is a time for
us, for you and me to grow in our relationship with our
Lord and Savior and John the Baptist gives us a very simple step by step method of doing just that. In Luke’s
Gospel that we proclaimed on the second Sunday of
Advent, John the Baptist shows us a three-step process
for coming to a more intimate and loving relationship
with our Lord.
Step one: like John the Baptist, we need to go out into
the desert. We need to use this Advent time for prayer
and quiet, simply being alone with God and doing our
best to listen to his guidance in our lives. This is the first
step and it is one that we have control of. We need to
consciously decide; ‘I want to spend more time with you
Lord. I want to understand your will for me in my life.’
The desert time of Advent is an opportunity for us to
consciously make time for God, so that we can be open
to his will for us. We do this by praying, attending Mass
regularly, taking advantage of opportunities like week
day Mass, missions and penitential services so that we
are focusing more on listening to God. Note; the
prophet says; “speak Lord, your servant is listening,” not
listen Lord, your servant is speaking. I am pretty sure
that is why God gave us two ears and only one mouth.
Step two: in the Advent preparation process is that as
we go out into the desert, like John the Baptist, God will
come to us. At this step, God takes the initiative. He

(Continued on page 4)
(Continued on page 5)

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Y. Mendita

“Act of Charity”

A

s I write this on the second Sunday of Advent, lots
of fond memories crossed my mind, brought a smile to
my face, inspired and warmed my heart.
For the past year or so in the State Affairs, I had mentioned and appealed for help and support of the Corpus
Christi fundraiser – the proceeds of which were dedicated to the building of the new Church in Southeast
Edmonton.
Well, the Gala came into fruition on October 3, 2015 at
the Shaw Conference Hall D and, low and behold, it was
a huge success! Around $135,000.00 was raised with
515 guests in attendance.
Our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to the Gala Committee, volunteers, the Edmonton Archdiocese Parishes
and several K of C Councils for their support and participation in making this Gala a resounding success. We
know that the good Lord will repay your acts of charity a
thousand fold in so many different ways.
My beloved wife, Ruby and I, together with State Treasurer Ferdie Mendita and lovely wife, Merle, were given
the opportunity to represent the State Executive Board
at the Edmonton 4th Degree Assemblies Christmas Party
on November 21, 2015 hosted by Bishop Greschuk Assembly No. 2248. It was really nice to have renewed
friendships with our Sir Knights and ladies. Great food,
great people!
Then, a few days later, on November 26, 2015 was the
Padre Night in Edmonton, attended by Archbishop
Emeritus Most Reverend Sylvain Lavoie, Most Reverend
Gregory Bittman, Most Reverend David Motiuk, Priests,
Deacons, Sisters and Councils. Those who also attended
were State Chaplain Fr. Jim Corrigan, my lovely wife and
I, State Treasurer Ferdie Mendita and State Warden
John Onyskiw. Because our Worthy State Deputy
Charles Russell was unavailable that evening, I was given
the honor to bring “Greetings” on behalf of the State
Executive Board. A couple of things that we wish to reiterate: “We are in solidarity with our Bishops and Priests.
We, the Knights and families, exist to assist our Priests;
that we must walk the talk.”

D

ecember is my favorite month and of course
for young ones too. They look forward to celebrating Christmas as this is the only time they get a lot
of gifts from Mom & Dad and from “Santa”. As we
have already have been through those years, it is
now time for us to give and share what we have,
especially to the less fortunate ones. Last District
Deputies meeting held in Red Deer, the ladies
joined us by having their own Annual Christmas
lunch gathering. The ladies wholeheartedly agreed
not to receive any material thing from the State Office, but instead, each of them donated an amount
in order to be able to buy one wheelchair with the
help of the State Office. Our State Deputy, Brother
Charles committed to matching the amount to be
collected which turn was enough to buy not only
one but three wheelchairs. Thanks to Lady Ruby
Reyes for spearheading this charitable event. In addition, they also enjoyed making their own Christmas cards headed by Carlena La Grange.
We are now in the process of preparing our next
year’s budget as well as getting all financial documents ready for external audit. This is also to remind Councils to have them ready as we approached the end of this Calendar Year.
The Charities Appeal tickets have already been out,
so I ask everyone’s support for this Annual project.
Please return all sold tickets monthly to avoid rush.
The Spirit of giving is upon us and may all of you be
granted and showered with the best gift from God,
His Love.
Have a Blessed Christmas and a Joyous New Year to
all.
Vivat Jesus!
Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Treasurer

(Continued on page 12)
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Gaston Launière

By John W. Onyskiw

“Christ is the Reason for the Season”

A

s Knights, we must do our part to make this
Christmas season a time for spiritual rejoicing and
keep the true meaning of Christmas alive. What
celebrates the true meaning of Christmas is sharing,
caring and loving others.
Last October, I wrote a rather lengthy article on the
Robert’s Rule. I do not have to apologize for this, as
all Councils should take a good look at those rules
as the Robert’s Rules of Order are the lifeline to our
meetings. Let me explain in short:
How Your Councils/Assemblies Can Adopt Robert’s
Rules.

“An organization reaps many benefits by taking Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised(RONR) as
its parliamentary authority. RONR is the guide preferred by most professional parliamentarians for
being fair and complete. It is easily obtained by officers and members of your group. Its basics are familiar to many people, having already been used by
many other societies. And behind RONR there is
over a century of experience with meetings, so its
guidelines anticipate nearly every question that will
arise.”
You can purchase the Robert's Rules of Order Newly
Revised, [RONR (11th ed.)], at less than $9.00 at
any Cole’s Store and you are allowed to buy some
extra for your Council members as a Christmas Gifts
or as a library reference tools for your Councils.
There is also the big “Brick” (the real thing – 669
pages) for less than $25.00 at the same location.
But I do recommend the get the small book (190
pages) of Parliamentary Procedures as it is easier to
read, as all is explained in layman terms. Once purchased, lend the material to all your new members
for them to read and to understand how meetings
are being run. Chances are you will probably reduce
the meeting time by 1/3 or 1/2. Just try it and let
me know of the final results.
(Continued on page 12)
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W

orthy Brother Knights,

Thank you to everyone who attended the
recent Padre Night in Edmonton with your Clergy and
Religious Leaders. Also a special thanks to all of those
Brother Knights who worked so hard to make the evening a real success.
Fugit Tempus …yes, another year has passed. It seems
like yesterday we were celebrating and wishing each
other Merry Christmas and Happy New year. As we approach the coming Christmas season we should all reflect on the meaning of Christmas and what it means to
our families. It is a time of peace, love, and hope for all,
to be with loved ones and to reach out to those less fortunate. The time to do that little extra for everyone
around us. And above all to remember to keep Christ in
Christmas.
Continuing with my articles on Protocol, this edition focuses on:
Council Meetings
The Grand Knight must conduct their Council meetings
in strict accordance with the Charter, Constitution and
Laws of the Knights of Columbus, supplemented by the
Council By-Laws and according to parliamentary procedure. Refer to the publication “Robert’s Rules of Order”
as the standard reference on parliamentary procedure.
The order of business for conducting Council meeting is
outlined in the publication “The Method of Conduct of a
Council Meeting” (#1937) which is available from Supreme Council Supply Department. In addition to learning these rules and following them, the Grand knight
must control the meeting politely but firmly, so that it
does not get out of hand through unnecessary arguments. The Grand Knight should prevent any sidebar
discussions which cause disruptions and the meeting to
wander from the business of the day.
When a member wishes to speak he does so by raising
from his seat, addressing the chair and saying “Worthy
Grand Knight” and at the same time saluting vertically
representing the tree of the cross. The Grand Knight will
acknowledge the member and return with a horizontal
salute representing the arm of the cross.
The Grand Knight should at all times refer and address
his officers by their proper position title. He is thus setting a good example for all members to follow.
(Continued on page 4)
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From the Agency
By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

All members who are not Officers should be recognized
by their name as “Brother ………….” All questions or comments must be directed to the chair (the Grand Knight).
The Grand Knight always speaks in the third person such
as “The chair rules …………”
Members should speak of the chair in the third person,
such as “Worthy Grand Knight will the chair please explain the effect of the pending motion?”
This provides a brief on conducting Council Meetings.
Please refer to the 2015 Revised Edition of the Grand
Knights Manual for further information. Copies on CD
have been distributed to your respective District Deputy. If you do not have a District Deputy it would have
been mailed to your Council directly. A copy of this revised Grand Knights Manual will be available on the
State website in the New Year.
And finally, from my family - my wife Judee and I - to
your family and loved ones Merry Christmas and all the
very best for the New Year 2016.
Fraternally,
John W. Onyskiw
State Warden
(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

gram. It is a good review for the Councils who did attend
the seminars.
The Mid-year District Deputies meeting will take place
at the end of November. Again, this is a two day training
session for the District Deputies.
We are planning other Council training seminars in the
New Year. The first one will be on “Parish Recruitment Campaigns”. This is open to Council Executives,
Membership Directors and Fraternal Leaders. More details will follow as to when and where the sessions will
take place.
Brothers, I wish you and your families a blessed and joyous Christmas Season and a Happy and Prosperous 2016.
Mes freres et vos familles, je vous souhaite un joyeux
Noel et une bonne et heureuse 2016.
Remember to spread the Loving, Caring and Sharing that
is associated with the most joyous time of the year!
W. Charles Russell, State Deputy
Page 4

B

rother Knights of Alberta/NWT

I write to you today to share some wonderful news. On
November 3, your Knights of Columbus surpassed $100
Billion of life insurance in force, further cementing our
position as one of the largest life insurers in North
America.
It is a tremendous achievement and one that we should
all celebrate – let me tell you why.
It’s not about the number. It’s not that $100 Billion isn’t
impressive – it is. It’s not that it doesn’t matter – it does.
But it’s about the purpose and the potential of those
dollars, not the dollars in and of themselves.
It’s $100 billion of protection for Brother Knights and
their families. It’s $100 billion of real money, waiting to
be paid out, to keep the hopes and dreams of Catholic
families alive when a breadwinner suddenly dies. It’s a
$100 billion promise that our members have entrusted
to us.
I smile when I see that number. I smile, not because I
like big numbers. It’s not the number that impresses me.
But the Supreme Council Office tells me that on an average night, 74 Brother Knights pass away. 74 of them and
yet only 30 have insurance with the Knights of Columbus. There are 44 widows somewhere out there to
whom we have nothing to give. To be sure we have
prayers and dinners and fundraisers. But we don’t have
enough. We don’t have enough to send the children to
school. We don’t have enough to save the family home.
We don’t have enough to make a terrible time easier.
That $100 billion number makes me smile because I
know that bringing that number up, means bringing the
number of unprotected widows down. I know that
sometime in the not too distant future, 100 will become
150, and 150 will become 200, and subsequently the
number of Brother Knights left uninsured at the time of
their death will decrease, the number of widows and
orphans provided for will increase and Catholic families
will flourish, despite the odds, because of the diligent
planning of a Brother Knight – just as Father McGivney
would have wanted.
(Continued on page 10)
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From the State Program Director
By Gregory Amerongen

G

rand Knights, District Deputies, Brothers All!

Tempus fugit! Our Columbian year is well underway, Advent is here, Christmas and 2016 is coming! I truly hope
that your programs are going well as scheduled – with a
plan to achieve the STAR COUNCIL AWARD! I have previously detailed the requirements for this and now refer you
to your Grand Knight and District Deputy manuals respectively as well as the Supreme website – www.kofc.org.
Please consider our critical resources: the Supreme website, the State Website and above all, your Council Members who are the pistons which make the engines of your
charitable work run in the areas of Church, Community,
Council, Culture of Life, Family and Youth. Involve Council
Members in programs, especially those who attend meetings, but are otherwise unengaged and those on your Roster who are willing. Jumpstart your Council by making the
effort to contact members through your Council service
directors and/or phoning or retention committees.
Regarding Youth programs, the Knights volunteering with
any youth activities must take the Knights of Columbus
online training module and should read these other resources.
♦

Online Armatus module http://
armatus2.praesidiuminc.com/armatusUser/login

♦

Safe Environment Program: Grand Knights and Faithful
Navigators http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/
members/Safe_Env_Guide_GK_FN_Layout.pdf

♦

Safe Environment Program: Youth Leader http://
www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/members/
Safe_Env_Guide_Youth%20Leader_Layout.pdf

♦

Safe Environment for Squires http://www.kofc.org/un/
en/resources/members/
Safe_Env_Guide_Squire_Parent_Layout.pdf

♦

FAQ http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/members/
safe_environment_faq.pdf

♦

All Knights volunteering with any youth activities must
also take the safe environment program being run in
their diocese. These programs are run through your
parish and costs should be assumed by the parish since
your programs are based out of your parish-based
Council.

Lastly, Brothers, be assured of my support and that of our
State Coordinators. They are not simply names in the Roster, but Brothers who truly care about helping you and
making your Council a Star Council and your District a Star
State Affairs, Volume 19, Number 3 December 2015

District. Take the steps to enkindle charity among your
Councils and Districts so as to make our jurisdiction shine
brightly in a world in need of charity.
Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!
Br. Gregory Amerongen, State Program Director
stateprogramdirector@kofc.ab.ca
(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

comes to us, He renews us, he transforms us, He reminds us that we are in fact made in his image and likeness. When we come to this point, we have allowed the
Lord to enter our hearts more fully with His love. It is a
time of ongoing efficacious conversion, a time when we
more fully enter into praying and being in the Lord’s
presence. But like John the Baptist, we too must continue on in the world living our lives and taking care of
our responsibilities. It is the grace of God’s love for us
that gives us what we need, to go out and do what we
need to do.
Step three: involves going out and sharing God’s message with others. John the Baptist came out of the desert proclaiming a message of repentance and purification. 1. He went into the desert to listen to the Lord. 2.
The Lord came to him with the message he was to proclaim. 3. John came out of the desert proclaiming the
Good News that he had been given. We too, need to
share the good news that we have been blessed with,
but often enough we struggle to hear the good news
because we have not entered the desert to listen.
My Brothers, there is no doubt that this is a very busy
time in every ones lives. The Lord is waiting patiently for
each and every one of us to go out into the desert and
say “speak Lord, your servant is listening.” If we are willing to take the initiative to His invitation of love, there is
no doubt that our Lord will respond to our openness to
His love for us. Brothers, 1. We need to go into the desert, 2. We need to make room for God; we need to
take/make time to listen, 3. We need to go forth and
share the Good News of Jesus Christ in word, but most
importantly in action.
May the blessing of Almighty God come down upon you
and your families and remain with you forever as we
enter into and celebrate the fullness of revelation in salvation history, the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ.
Keep Christ in Christmas.
Fr. Jim Corrigan, State Chaplain
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From the State Vocations Chairman

From the State Communications & PR Director

By John Leszkowicz

By Michael Anctil

dvent: A time for making paths straight

“A voice proclaims: In the wilderness prepare the way of
the LORD! Make straight in the wasteland a highway of
our God! “(Isaiah 40:3)
Brothers,
As catholic gentlemen it is our duty to help our children,
grandchildren, nieces and nephews to consider a religious vocation seriously. The Church needs us to encourage vocations from within our own communities.
One way we can do this is help youth make straight their
path. This is a hard thing to do. They face relentless distractions and stubborn obstacles. Often the biggest road
block is fear: Fear of the unknown, fear of being alone,
fear of making the wrong choices.
Advent is the time the church sets aside each year for us
to step outside of our comfort zone and concentrate on
where we are now and where we hope to go. In the
weeks ahead, as you talk with youth in your families, ask
them to think about the road they're on. Is it straight?
How do we reconcile the desires, wishes, goals of our
children when their plans might not be what we had in
mind for them? It starts with communication and develops into respect. Like Mary and Jesus we must learn to
listen and respect the needs, desires, and duties of the
other.
When a person is discerning their vocation, it is a special
graced-filled time for them and their families. One
needs to spend time in prayer and contemplative reflection and dialog with community members, family members, and friends. It is a time to listen to the call of God.
It is a time for conversion, not only for the one considering religious life, but for those around them. God’s
transforming presence surrounds the entire process.
This process of discernment invites the “discerner,” to
tap into the core of their being: deepen their prayer life,
become energized for service, and awaken in them the
desire to grow in their love of God.
When we reflect on the Holy Family’s experiences as
Jesus was gaining an understanding of his mission, we
recognize the same moments of confusion and anxiety
(Continued on page 8)
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G

reetings Brother
Knights,

I hope this report finds you and your family well.
Many of you Brothers that are on the email list have
received an email from mailman-owner@kofc.ab.ca (as
shown below). Some of you have forwarded the email
to me as it looks like spam and/or our email system has
been hacked or someone is “phishing” (the practice of
using fraudulent emails and copies of legitimate websites to extract financial data from computer uses for
the purpose of identity theft). This isn’t what’s happening in this case.
Our tech team knows that this isn't phishing or any malicious attack on our email system. This email is actually
automatically sent by our email system provider. It is
sent to comply with a Canadian law that states we have
to notify you that your email address is on a large distribution group list. You are giving the option to remain in
the group or by law we have to give you the option to
unsubscribe. Shauna creates the list and forwards information through our email system. The system is created
in a manner that requires the disclaimer that certain
people on the group list will receive from time to time.
Please forward any kind of email you find suspicious and
let us resolve it. Please don’t report it as malicious
emails to any of the major email hosts as this could create issues for us with legitimate emails. For example, if
they were to just blacklist any emails that end
in kofc.ab.ca email addresses. We wouldn’t be able to
send any legitimate emails through the State office. This
would require a fair bit of effort to allow us to have access to that domain again.
From: mailman-owner@kofc.ab.ca
Date: November 1, 2015 at 4:00:02 AM MST
To: dd31@kofc.ab.ca
Subject: kofc.ab.ca mailing list memberships reminder
This is a reminder, sent out once a month, about your kofc.ab.ca
mailing list memberships. It includes your subscription info and how
to use it to change it or unsubscribe from a list.
You can visit the URLs to change your membership status or
configuration, including unsubscribing, setting digest-style delivery
or disabling delivery altogether (e.g., for a vacation), and so on.
In addition to the URL interfaces, you can also use email to make such
changes. For more info, send a message to the '-request' address of
(Continued on page 13)
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Volunteers of the Annual Coats for Kids. 103 Coats were
donated this year to children from Fort Smith and other
Communities. Photograph courtesy of the Northern
Journal’s Oct 28, 2015 Edition.

Presentation of Supreme Award to Council 7070.

State Deputy Charles Russell, being congratulated by
Master Willis Windter on receiving 4th Degree Honourary Life Pin for 33 years of service and reaching age
70. Event took place at St. Cecilia’s Parish in Calgary at
the Degree of honour for Honorary Life members of Fr.
Doucet Assembly.. Looking on is Faithful Friar, Rev.
Henry Rosenbaum, Former State Chaplain.
Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg format to the State Office via email at:

stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Please provide a brief description of the picture
you are sending.
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Treasurer Phil Birch presented a cheque for the Youth
Room at the New Corpus Christi Parish; to the Pastor
Rev. Joseph Vadassery.

President Wally Streit presented a cheque for Newman
Theological College—St. Joseph’s Seminary, to Auxiliary
Bishop Gergory Bittman.

President Wally Streit presented a cheque for a special
project to Bruce Klanke—VP of Community Engagement for Catholic Social Service.

New Council formed—St. Alphonsa Syro Malabar
#16320. Left of Wally Streit is GK Varkey Kalapurayik and right of Wally is DD 12 Pat Burant.
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(Continued from page 6, State Vocations Chairman)

that we experience in our families when someone in the
family is considering a life devoted God in a religious
community. Each family member is called to sacrifice
something—some dream, some hoped-for experience
with the person who is now contemplating choosing the
road less travelled. But each family member is also given
a great gift when someone in the family enters religious
life. They come to appreciate God’s call more fully in
their own lives, and there is a moment of reconciliation
with all that is, was, and will be.

Grand Knight Brent of Father Michael J. Troy Council No. 15290 is shown accepting the 2014-2015
Double Star Council Award with District Deputy
Ardie Korte, State Secretary Vince Reyes and State
Advocate Gaston Launiere. State Deputy Charles
Russell at the back.

Brothers, in closing I remind you about the State’s annual Vocations Awareness Poster Contest. This contest
is completely coordinated by State. Supreme is not involved. Has your Council or Assembly picked a representative to approach the Grade 5 teachers in schools
within the Parish yet? Please do not hesitate to email if
you have questions. Forward my name and email to
your representative, and ask them to call me if they
need help getting started. There are templates and
checklists on the State Council web site. Here is the url:
http://kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/vocations/.
Finally, let me wish you and your families a blessed and
Merry Christmas. Please be safe on the roads this winter.

Vivat Jesus,
John Leszkowicz
State Vocations Chairman
e-mail: vocationschairman@kofc.ab.ca

Congratulations to the 11 new Brother Knights
from different Councils in Edmonton who joined
the Order in a 1st Dregree Exemplification on Oct
10, 2014 at St. Joseph High School.
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Appreciation plaque presented to Theresa Spinelli,
owner/manager of Italian Centre Shop ,for helping
Council 12836 host the annual Little Italy’s “VIVA
ITALIA” BBQ in Edmonton in August 2015.
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From the Community Director

From the State Family Coordinator

By Phil Birch

By Sal Ficaccio

H

W

As I thought about what to write about this month,
I came across the Psalm above. We usually think
about all that we have and all that we are. We often forget about those in need. But the needy are
out there, striving to do their best. The need for
warm clothing and food is the greatest in the winter time. I pray that I may be a good steward, that I
will return to you, all that you have given me,
through acts of service and by generously sharing
all that you have entrusted to me.

The Christmas Season is approaching very quickly,
and I am sure that so many of us are already very
preoccupied with several preparations. Buying gifts
for our loved ones, decorating the house, and planning Christmas Parties, all seem to take priority
over everything else. Time passes by so quickly, and
often opportunities to make memories also pass us
by.

appy the merciful who give to those in
need. Psalm 112

As Knights, we can share by bringing food to the
hungry, clothes to those who are cold, furniture to
those in need, visiting the sick and imprisoned.
Each of our communities has unique needs. There
are social agencies in each of our communities that
need help. Let’s try to determine what those needs
are and the best way to meet them.
The Power of One, is not limited to membership
growth. The power of one individual assisting another is the power of evangelization. When combined with others in a K of C Council, the Surge with
Service program provides us with the means to love
one another and work wonders in our community.
Of course, we to have to recognize our efforts and
that is one reason to complete the Survey of Fraternal Activities, which is due in early January and to
make submissions for the Columbian and Star
Council awards and the State awards program.
More importantly, it is good to let others know of
things that they can do to assist their communities.
.

orthy Bro. Knights,

It's time we all take a breath, and focus on what
this season is really all about –“The Celebration of
the Birth of Our Savior”. The Holy Family endured
many challenges in their time - just as modern families do today by the redefining the institution of
marriage. Let's all of us pray to God to protect and
defend our families because without a strong family our future would be at stake. We must encourage families to work, love and play together.
Encourage your Council to honor a family through
"Family of the Month Program," and nominate a
deserving family. Your nominated family could be
the recipient of a State or Supreme Level Award.
On behalf of me, my wife Betty and all of my family,
we wish you a peaceful & blessed Christmas &
Peace, love, & good health for the new year 2016
Vivat Jesus!
Sal Ficaccio
State Family Coordinator

Finally, on behalf of my wife, Mary, and the rest of
our family, I would like to extend best wishes to
each of you for a joyful and blessed Christmas. May
the joy of Christ extend to you and your families
into the New Year.
Respectfully submitted,
Phil Birch
Community Director
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From the Charitable Foundation
By Wally Streit, President

W

e continue our efforts with the second and last
phase of our Catch the Spirit campaign, that is to raise
$300,000 in best efforts pledges over 5 years.
Since our last report I have personally contacted almost
every Grand Knight to emphasize four points:
a) The pledge is a best efforts agreement to make the
overall pledge in 5 years – our experience with
Council pledges has been excellent.
b) Payments can be totally flexible i.e. one Council that
has made a five year pledge for $5,000 will
make a payment of $300 in the first year. They
plan a special fund raiser in the second year and
expect to apply a bulk payment from that event.
Other Councils intend to step up their sales of
Charities Appeal tickets and assign more toward
their overall goal.
c) We need every Council to make a pledge if we are to
be successful. After I spoke to each Grand
Knight a letter was sent asking the Council to
approve a reasonable pledge for their individual
Council. Most of the pledges in the greater Edmonton area are between $5,000 -$20,000. St.
Joseph’s College Council has pledged $400 a
year – they have very limited resources and are
doing their part.
d) It is not fair to just pass on this one time request for
our charitable foundation. Many Council’s will
work hard and make sacrifices over the pledge
period – it just is not right to say “Let George
Council” do it. There is a pledge amount for
every Council, appreciating it may involve some
reach and sacrifice.
Please review the attached list of Councils and Associations that have thus far made a pledge. If your Council is
not on the list the motion to approve the overall Council
pledge amount, may be in progress. Wally Streit will be
working with all other Councils so that by the end of
January we can report good growth toward our goal of
$300,000 (currently at $186,000). Wally is prepared to
continue visiting Councils or to join your Council (via cell
phone conference call) to share the message and answer any and all questions.
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Worthy District Deputies and Grand Knights – please
read the above carefully and be prepared to lead the
way in your Councils. Congratulations to DD #5 Lloyd
Goethals and DD #11 Nick Motokoski – all his Council’s
have made a pledge – it all started with Brother Nick
making his personal pledge.
While we have reached our $5000,000 goal for individuals and friends of Knights those participating represents
a relatively small % of Brother Knights. If you have not
participated and are topping up your donations for the
year please consider a one-time donation. It will help us
get to the overall goal.
I invite you to visit the ACF webpage (access through the
State website). You will be able to see your Board Members, their bios and also see photos of recent presentations to charitable causes.
As we approach the season of Christmas with a tougher
economy it is important for us all to be mindful of the
first principal of our order. On behalf of our Board of
Directors we pray that you and your families will enjoy
the Spirit of Christ Child.
We look forward to working together in the New Year.
Wally N. Streit PSD
President – ACF

(Continued from page 4, General Agent)

What a tremendous number. What a point of pride for
you and for me.
For those of you that have given the Knights of Columbus the privilege of helping to protect your family’s financial future: thank you for your trust.
For those of you that haven’t yet: there has never been
a better time to turn to your Knights of Columbus. We
are here to protect you, just as Father McGivney intended us to be. That is a claim that no other company
can ever make. We are the premier Catholic insurance
company and we are yours.
Vivat Jesus!
Marc Bouchard, CFP, CLU, ChFC, General Agent.
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From the State Membership Director

From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Ken Kluchky

By Gary T. Sherman

M

embership Growth Nov. 18, 2015 is 217/805 =

27%
Thank you for your diligent efforts to grow the Order by
enriching your Councils with new members. We need to
continue our efforts to achieve our goals. Each active
Council is encouraged to strive and be successful in becoming a STAR COUNCIL.
There are many Councils that have not recruited in this
Columbian year. This number is, disappointingly, 117.
District Deputies and Grand Knights let us try our best to
encourage these Councils to recruit at least one new
member this year. There are many useful resources
available to facilitate membership recruiting success. Go
to kofc.org/recruit1 to access these resources on the
internet.
We have a strong sports rivalry between Edmonton Eskimos/Oilers and Calgary Stampeders/Flames. We have
added another, Edmonton Chapter vs. Calgary Chapter.
This contest is to see which recruits more members before the State Convention.
The prize is that the winning Chapter will celebrate their
success by having the lesser achievers wear the winner’s
sports jersey colors at the State Convention during non
business proceedings. What colors will we see?
Successful Conferences were held in Calgary and Edmonton to train Executive Officers in their roles and responsibilities required of their executive functions in
managing Council activities. Thank you to all that participated. Let us put this learning and information to productive growth of your Councils. CDs with the proceedings will be prepared by State and distributed to all
Councils for their viewing and information.
At the DDs mid-term meeting, a plan will be shared that
will show how we may engage each Council to sponsor a
First Degree Ceremonial and how we may engage our
membership team in training and recruitment in Church
drives. Details of the plan will come after they are established at the mid-term meeting.
Please see attached file.

B

rothers All,

Firstly I wish to express my best wishes to all Brother
Knights and there Council’s as we welcome Jesus’s arrival
with joyful prayer in our families and community. “Merry
Christmas!” At our November 3, 2015 Edmonton Chapter
Meeting we drew the two winning Councils for the Immaculate Conception Icons for the Marian Hour of Prayer
program from 2012 – 2015. The winning Councils were:
Father Hannas Council # 10519 and Edmonton Council
#1184. I wish to extend a thank you to both these Councils
and all Councils for participating and being a model of
prayer in their Parishes, Council meetings, masses and
membership drives etc. We also welcome our new Icons
for the next three years “the blessed holy family icons.” I
wish to thank the Councils who have already stated with
Marian Hour of Prayer and for the icon to be present at the
Fifth Sunday Rosary programs. Please call
for more information or to book your icon
for your Parish or Council activities and
“May God Bless.”
Vivat Jesus
Gary T. Gary T. Sherman
State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman
Northmarianhourofprayer@kofc.ab.ca
From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Brian Strawford
Worthy Brother Knights,
On behalf of Pennies for Heaven, I wish all Brother Knights
and their families a very Blessed Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. Also the same best wishes to Father Him
Corrigan, Shauna LaGrange, State Deputy Charles Russell
and all State Council Officers.
At this time of giving, please remember the Pennies for
Heaven. Please make your cheques payable to the Alberta
K of C State Council and send it to:
K of C State Council Office
#4, 5579 47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Fraternally yours,

Ken Kluchky
State Membership Director
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Brian Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman
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From the Ceremonial Degree Team
By Ron Schuster

W

orthy Brother Knights,

As you all know the most important part of our order
is our Ceremonials. This is what makes our Order different from any other organization. Over the years we
have had a great number of dedicated Knights that
have formed and worked on Ceremonial Teams from
the 1st Degree Teams, 2nd Degree Teams and the
Ceremonial Conferring Officers for the 3rd Degree,
and for that we all are most eternally grateful for
their dedication and commitment to this cause.
However, as the years roll on, these dedicated Knights
move on after giving years of their time to the order.
They have done their time and many have decided
that it is time to send the torch to new members who
want to do good for the order. Therefore, we are
reaching out to all Brother Knights and Councils that
wish and would like to put any Degree teams into
place in their District. It can be one member of each
Council in a District for one Council on its own.

(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

We would like to commend and thank St. Charles Council No. 8325, led by Worthy Grand Knight Jamie McClean
and Worthy District Deputy Pat Burant for a job well
done in hosting this year’s Padre Night celebration.
We would like to request the Edmonton Councils to participate in the hamper delivery to the needy on Saturday, December 11, 2015 starting at 8 am. at St. Francis
of Assissi Catholic Elementary School located at 6614129 Avenue.
Let us live up to Pope Francis’s words when he said:
“How marvelous would it be if, at the end of the day,
each of us could say: Today, I have performed an act of
charity toward others.”
On behalf of my lovely wife Ruby, our children Stephanie and Richard, we wish you all a Blessed, Merry Christmas and a Healthy, Peaceful, Prosperous New Year!
“Maligayang Pasko at Manigong Bagong Taon”
“Joyeux Noel et bonne annee”
“Buon Natale e felice anno nuovo”
“Feliz Navidad y prospero ano nuevo”
Vivat Jesus!

As well, our CO’s have had this position for a number
of years and they as well are looking to move on. WE
NEED CO’s in each area of the Jurisdiction. I am humbly asking that should any member wish to pursue
this incredible position to contact myself to start the
process. It is very rewarding and a wonderful way to
be involved within the GREAT ORDER OF THE
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS.
As this time I would like to take this opportunity to
THANK everyone who gives so much to our Order
which makes it what it is today.
To you and your family the most BLESSED AND HOLY
CHRISTMAS EVER.
GOD BLESS YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

Br. Ron Schuster
Ceremonial Degree Team
Development Chairman
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Vince R. Reyes
State Secretary

(Continued from page 3, State Advocate)

To finish this year on a good note, my wife Danielle
and I would like to extend a very Merry and Blessed
Christmas to you and your families and of course, a
healthy and prosperous New Year in 2016 …
Vivat Jesus
Gaston Launière
State Advocate
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From the Culture of Life Chair Couple

By Patrice & Hélène Roussel

B

rother Knights

I wish you all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New
Year! Building a culture of
life is a gift the Child we are
about to celebrate gave us
two millennium ago. Yes he
taught us to love our
neighbours as ourselves.
That goes for all from conception to the natural end
of life. Our Lady is an example of the trust we need to
have in our Lord and God,
she accepted the gift God
our Father gave her to bear.
Our Lady knew that her answer to God would change our
lives for generations after the birth of Jesus. In this teaching we Christians have to take the lead in developing this
culture of life. We need to support the pro-life movement
in its effort to end abortion and to prevent people from
choosing euthanasia as a way to end their life.
Councils have responsibilities as an organization that follow the lead to save lives. Its members ought to support
the local pro-life movement by joining the groups as a volunteer or to make financial commitment in support of the
work they do in each community they are part of. It is also
important to support the provincial pro-life groups with a
financial participation. The survival of these organizations
depend on the generosity of all its benefactors. I put a plea
to all the Councils to open wide their wallets and give to
those provincial organizations. I also beg your support for
the local organizations as they live on a shoestring budget.
Our federal and provincial government will not support any
pro-life movements because they work on platforms that
goes opposite to their positions, no government deliberates on the faith of the unborn and in Canada, right now
they are planning end of life laws, so much for the protection of all human beings. I hope you take time to consider
this plea and join us the pro-life supporters in helping the
cause of life.
You can make your donation to Alberta March for Life Association at albertamarchforlife.com and The Wilberforce
Project at thewilberforceproject.ca. Our State Board, many
years ago, asked me to be involve with these organizations
and I have been on the Board of Directors of both of these
State Affairs, Volume 19, Number 3 December 2015

organizations. This appeal to help them is due to my
knowledge of their situations. Both are working on big programs that need financial commitment and donations are
rather small not to say in-existent “many months with no
donations,” they are our voice in the public forum. Please
put them on your budget list, they need all our help. You
can also use my address in the roster to send your donations to these organizations, I will deliver them for you if
needed. Please consider assistance with local pro-life
groups as well, search for them in your community listing
and put them in your budget list, life is sacred and it is an
endanger specie all over the world.
Did you know that all of us through our taxes pay for every
abortion in Canada and that also includes all our priests?
We need to tell our government that “as former foetus we
oppose abortions.” I am not the creator of the last statement but I support it 100%.
Let us pray to end abortion, let us volunteer in the movement to end abortion and help us prevent euthanasia in
our society, this is our responsibility in our religious belief.
May God hear our prayer in this time of Christmas.
Patrice & Hélène Roussel
Culture of Life Chair-Couple
(Continued from page 6, Communications & PR Director)
changes. For more info, send a message to the '-request' address of
the list (for example, mailman-request@kofc.ab.ca) containing just the
word 'help' in the message body, and an email message will be sent to
you with instructions.

We appreciate that we all have to be very diligent in the
emails that we open so the best advice our tech team
can give you is don’t open ANY emails that look suspicious or any dubious link on those emails.
Remember were always looking for more content for the
website.
Please let any of us know how we can help you or if you
have any concerns.
State Technology Chairman – Joseph Duenas
Photographer – John Luk – Calgary / Assistant Technology Chairman
Photography – Edmonton – Lito Soco
Photography – Red Deer/Central – Adam LaGrange
Archives Chairman – Tony Lemay
Have a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year from
Communications Team.

Michael Anctil
Communciations & PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
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SECOND &THIRD DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION SCHEDULE
(Second and Third Degree Are Stand Alone Dates)
2015 – 2016
♦ Second and Third Degree Together
NOTE DATE CORRECTION **
DATE

LOCATION –
EDMONTON

LO LOCATION
CO CORDINATOR

DEGREE
TEAM

C.O.

FP

SECOND DEGREE
October 31, 2015

DD 13 Manuel Ibasco

Jan 23, 2016

DD 11 Nick Motkoski

April 16, 2016

DD 13 Manuel Ibasco

THIRD DEGREE

LOCATION CALGARY

DD 15 Gerard Korte
DD 18 Dennis
Powlowski
DD 16 Rufus
Awharitoma
LOCATION COORDINATOR

**

DD 28 Kevin
Drozdowski
DD 29 William Lungal

Nov 21, 2015
Feb 20, 2016
April 30, 2016
DATE

DEGREE
TEAM

G. Woodlock

G. Woodlock

G. Woodlock

G. Woodlock

G. Woodlock

G. Woodlock

C.O.

FP

W. Muscoby

G. Lazzaretto
Martin
McDonald
Martin
McDonald

SECOND DEGREE
Jan 9, 2016
March 30, 2016 **

DD 25 Al Sander

*May 28, 2016

Calgary
Calgary
Calgary

THIRD DEGREE
DD 26 Sal Ficaccio
DD 31 Martin
McDonald

Nov 10, 2015
Jan 16, 2016
April 6, 2016 **

**

*May 28, 2016

W. Muscoby

DD 32 Mike Subasic
DD 33 Ross
Szentmiklossy
LOCATION COORDINATOR

DATE

LOCATION

*Oct 17, 2015

Edson

*Nov 17, 2015

Bonnyville

GK Allain Cote

*Mar 13, 2016

Lethbridge

DD 37 Andy Soshalski

W. Muscoby

DEGREE
TEAM
Nazareno
Sherwood
Park
Lethbridge

C.O.

FP

G. Woodlock

G.Woodlock

G. Woodlock

G.Woodlock

G. Lazzaretto

G. Lazzaretto

Fort McMurray, 2016
Fort Smith 2016
Red Deer 2016
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
prayers:
Please prayer for Brother Knight Sieg from
Council 3131 who passed away Oct 20th,
2015. .
♦ Sir Knight Ed Roski passed away Oct 15,
2015. Please pray for the repose of his soul
and for Lady Bernice and her family.

ANNUAL STATE GOLF HOSTED BY BROTHER
ANTHONY COUNCIL 10014

♦

Saturday, June 11, 2016
Cardiff Golf and Country Club, Cardiff, AB
Registration Deadline: To be determined
Contacts:
Denis Halyk @ (780) 459-9336

2016 STATE ANNUAL CURLING BONSPIEL
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Hosted by Father Leduc Council 7061, the State
Curling Bonspiel March 11-13, 2016.
Contact:
Rick Salt @ (780) 986-4608

2016 STATE ANNUAL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
Shauna & Carlena from the
Alberta/NWT State Council
Office would like to wish you
and your families a very Merry
Christmas & Happy New Year.
“The Christmas season is a little
more Merry when surrounded by
loving family & great friends”

Western Catholic Reporter
“Keep up with the Western Catholic Reporter
(WCR) as we continue bringing the Gospel to bear
on current issues in the Church in 2015!”
“The Knights have long realized the importance of
the Catholic press in keeping Catholics informed
about Church teaching and news, and in helping to
build Catholic community. A one-year subscription
to the WCR sent to an Alberta address is $35.
Cheques (made payable to Catholic Archdiocese of
Edmonton) or credit card information (Visa or
MasterCard) can be sent to the Western Catholic
Reporter, 8421—101 Avenue, Edmonton, T6A 0L1,
or you can phone 780-424-1557 or you can subscribe using our website, www.wcr.ab.ca.”

Glen Argan, Editor of WCR
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Friday, April 1, 2016—Sunday, April 3, 2016
Contact:
Richard Caron @(587) 281-0827, kentc@eastlink.ca
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)
tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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The Gift of the Magi
By O. Henry (1906)

One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all. And sixty cents
of it was in pennies… Three times Della counted it. One dollar and
eighty- seven cents. And the next day would be Christmas. There was
clearly nothing to do but flop down on the shabby little couch and
howl. So Della did it. Which instigates the moral reflection that life is
made up of sobs, sniffles, and smiles, with sniffles predominating.
While the mistress of the home is gradually subsiding from the
first stage to the second, take a look at the home. A furnished flat at
$8 per week…In the vestibule below was a letter-box…and a card
bearing the name "Mr. James Dillingham Young." The "Dillingham"
had been flung to the breeze during a former period of prosperity
when its possessor was being paid $30 per week. Now, when the
income was shrunk to $20, the letters of “Dillingham” looked
blurred… But whenever Mr. James Dillingham Young came home
and reached his flat above he was called "Jim" and greatly hugged by
Mrs. James Dillingham Young, already introduced to you as Della.
Which is all very good.
Della finished her cry and attended to her cheeks with the powder
rag. Only $1.87 to buy a present for him. Her Jim. Many a happy hour
she had spent planning for something nice for him. Something fine
and rare and sterling--something just a little bit near to being worthy
of the honour of being owned by Jim….
Now, there were two possessions of the James Dillingham
Youngs in which they both took a mighty pride. One was Jim's gold
watch that had been his father's and his grandfather's. The other was
Della's hair… So now Della's beautiful hair fell about her, rippling
and shining like a cascade of brown waters. It reached below her knee
and made itself almost a garment for her. And then she did it up again
nervously and quickly.
On went her old brown jacket; on went her old brown hat. With a
whirl of skirts and with a brilliant sparkle still in her eyes, she fluttered out the door and down the stairs to the street. Where she stopped
the sign read: "Mme. Sofronie. Hair Goods of All Kinds
"Will you buy my hair?" asked Della.
"I buy hair," said Madame. "Take your hat off and let's have a
sight at the looks of it."
Down rippled the brown cascade. "Twenty dollars," said Madame,
lifting the mass with a practised hand.
"Give it to me quick," said Della.
Oh, and the next two hours tripped by on rosy wings. Forget the
hashed metaphor. She was ransacking the stores for Jim's present. She
found it at last. It surely had been made for Jim and no one else.
There was no other like it in any of the stores, and she had turned all
of them inside out. It was a platinum fob chain simple and chaste in
design, properly proclaiming its value by substance alone and not by
meretricious ornamentation--as all good things should do. It was even
worthy of The Watch. As soon as she saw it she knew that it must be
Jim's. It was like him. Quietness and value--the description applied to
both. Twenty-one dollars they took from her for it, and she hurried
home with the 87 cents. With that chain on his watch Jim might be
properly anxious about the time in any company. Grand as the watch
was, he sometimes looked at it on the sly on account of the old leather
strap that he used in place of a chain.
When Della reached home her intoxication gave way a little to
prudence and reason. She got out her curling irons and lighted the gas
and went to work repairing the ravages made by generosity added to
love….Within forty minutes her head was covered with tiny, closelying curls that made her look wonderfully like a truant schoolboy….
"If Jim doesn't kill me," she said to herself, "before he takes a
second look at me, he'll say I look like a Coney Island chorus girl.”
Jim was never late. Della doubled the fob chain in her hand and
sat on the corner of the table near the door that he always entered.
Then she heard his step on the stair away down on the first flight, and
she turned white for just a moment. She had a habit of saying little
silent prayers about the simplest everyday things, and now she whisPage 16

pered: "Please God, make him think I am still pretty."
The door opened and Jim stepped in and closed it. He looked thin
and very serious... Jim stopped inside the door, as immovable as a
setter at the scent of quail. His eyes were fixed upon Della, and there
was an expression in them that she could not read, and it terrified her.
It was not anger, nor surprise, nor disapproval, nor horror, nor any of
the sentiments that she had been prepared for. He simply stared at her
fixedly with that peculiar expression on his face.
"Jim, darling," she cried, "don't look at me that way. I had my hair
cut off and sold it because I couldn't have lived through Christmas
without giving you a present. It'll grow out again--you won't mind,
will you? I just had to do it. My hair grows awfully fast. Say `Merry
Christmas!' Jim, and let's be happy. You don't know what a nice-what a beautiful, nice gift I've got for you."
"You've cut off your hair?" asked Jim, laboriously, as if he had
not arrived at that patent fact yet even after the hardest mental labour.
"Cut it off and sold it," said Della. "Don't you like me just as well,
anyhow? I'm me without my hair, ain't I?"
Jim looked about the room curiously. "You say your hair is
gone?" he said, with an air almost of idiocy.
"You needn't look for it," said Della. "It's sold, I tell you--sold and
gone, too. It's Christmas Eve, boy. Be good to me, for it went for you.
Maybe the hairs of my head were numbered," she went on with a
sudden serious sweetness, "but nobody could ever count my love for
you. Shall I put the chops on, Jim?"
Out of his trance Jim seemed quickly to wake. He enfolded his
Della….Jim drew a package from his overcoat pocket and threw it
upon the table.
"Don't make any mistake, Dell," he said, "about me. I don't think
there's anything in the way of a haircut or a shave or a shampoo that
could make me like my girl any less. But if you'll unwrap that package you may see why you had me going a while at first."
White fingers and nimble tore at the string and paper. And then an
ecstatic scream of joy; and then, alas a quick feminine change to hysterical tears and wails, necessitating the immediate employment of all
the comforting powers of the lord of the flat. For there lay The
Combs--the set of combs, side and back, that Della had worshipped
for the long in a Broadway window. Beautiful combs, pure tortoise
shell, with jewelled rims--just the shade to wear in the beautiful vanished hair. They were expensive combs, she knew, and her heart had
simply craved and yearned over them without the least hope of possession. And now, they were hers, but the tresses that should have
adorned the coveted adornments were gone. But she hugged them to
her bosom, and at length she was able to look up with dim eyes and a
smile and say:
"My hair grows so fast, Jim!" And them Della leaped up like a
little singed cat and cried, "Oh, oh!"
Jim had not yet seen his beautiful present. She held it out to him
eagerly upon her open palm. The dull precious metal seemed to flash
with a reflection of her bright and ardent spirit.
"Isn't it a dandy, Jim? I hunted all over town to find it. You'll have
to look at the time a hundred times a day now. Give me your watch. I
want to see how it looks on it."
Instead of obeying, Jim tumbled down on the couch and put his
hands under the back of his head and smiled. "Dell," said he, "let's put
our Christmas presents away and keep 'em a while. They're too nice to
use just at present. I sold the watch to get the money to buy your
combs. And now suppose you put the chops on."
The magi, as you know, were wise men--wonderfully wise men-who brought gifts to the Babe in the manger. They invented the art of
giving Christmas presents. Being wise, their gifts were no doubt wise
ones, possibly bearing the privilege of exchange in case of duplication. And here I have lamely related to you the uneventful chronicle
of two foolish children in a flat who most unwisely sacrificed for each
other the greatest treasures of their house. But in a last word to the
wise of these days let it be said that of all who give gifts these two
were the wisest. Of all who give and receive gifts, such as they are
wisest….They are the magi.
State Affairs, Volume 19, Number 3 December 2015

