WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca

February 2016

Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“I wish all of our 18,000 plus
Members and their Families a Happy,
Prosperous and Productive Year.”

W. Charles Russell

A

s we begin a new year and the second half of
our Columbian Year, I wish all of our 18,000 plus
Members and their Families a Happy, Prosperous
and Productive Year.
A couple of years ago, we videotaped our Summer
Council Training Seminars. In these sessions, Members of the State Board did short presentations.
This year, we have taken it a step further. We invited Greg Van der Hagen, Supreme Financial Secretary Trainer, Guy Precourt, Membership & Programs Coordinator for Central & Western Canada
and IPSD Bill Smith to facilitate an all-day seminar.
Mike Anctil and his Communications team with Lito
Socco, Joseph Duenas and John Luk videotaped
over 10 hours of the various sessions.
Two of the sessions have been edited and are now
available on our Alberta/NWT website. Instructions
on how to gain access to the sessions have been
sent to the Grand Knights and Financial Secretaries
of all the Councils. The sessions are password protected.
(Continued on page 8)

“Our children/our families are perhaps
the most important gift that our Lord
has blessed us with here in the
world.”
Fr. Jim Corrigan

W

e have all heard the maxim; it takes a village to
raise a child. The reasons phrases like this endure
throughout the generations is that there is an inherent
truth or wisdom within them. Truth that surpasses the
ages. I offer these thoughts because our children/our
families are perhaps the most important gift that our
Lord has blessed us with here in the world. From a
Catholic and I would say a communal context our village
consists of our Church, our families and our Catholic
schools. Within these three cornerstones our children
receive what it is they need for the salvation that we
were created to direct all of our energy towards achieving. Our parents, grandparents are the primary educators of our children in the faith that is essential to a
fruitful earthly life. Our Church is the mediator between
the heavens and the earth and has stood strong for over
two thousand years proclaiming the Good News our
Lord Jesus Christ brought to fulfillment. Our Holy Fathers and our Bishops throughout the ages have held
firm to the deposit of faith transmitted through St. Peter
and the apostles’ century after century until He comes
again.
Brothers, in Alberta in the majority of our jurisdictions
we also add our Catholic schools as key players in the
way our children are formed academically and spiritually. Catholic education is a right, but this does not make
it a guarantee. These past months Catholic education
has been under fire in the media because of the challenges they have faced regarding gender identity and
(Continued on page 11)

From the State Secretary
By Vince R. Reyes

“The Way to Succeed”

I

t was as if just yesterday, on July 1st, 2015, when we
started Columbian Year 2015-2016. So many positive
accomplishments and some shortcomings have transpired in our Councils so far. The good thing is we still
have five months to go before the end of the current
year, on June 30th, 2016. This would be a great opportunity to catch-up and implement our plans of actions to
attain our goals in membership recruitment and retention, programs and insurance. We know that some
Councils have already achieved their goals toward the
Supreme Council Award recognition but do not ease up
on the gas pedal – there are still more room for excellence! Keep the momentum going! As Vince Lombardi
would have said: “There is only one way to succeed on
anything and that is to give it everything.”
As a reminder, please ensure that the following reports
are completed and sent out right away to the Supreme
and State Councils and District Deputy: Report of Council Officers (#185) due on July 1st; Service Program Personnel Report (#365) due August 1st; Semiannual Audit
Report (#1295) due August 15th; Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity ($1728) due January 31st; and Semiannual
Audit Report (#1295) due February 15th.
Very important: Forms #s 365, 1728 and SP7 are prerequisites for the Star Council Award. We cannot stress
enough the importance of these reports – which means
compliance will indicate that your Council is alive and
active!
As well, as the preparations for the State Convention at
the Westin Hotel in Calgary from May 6, 7 and 8, 2016,
heat up, please be mindful of the following deadlines:
January 31st- Council Resolutions
February 19th- Annual Reports for the 2016 Convention
Business Session Book by the SEB, State Directors and
chairmen and District Deputies
February 26th- all submissions for the Council Service
Program Activities, Bulletins, Family of the Year and
Knight of the Year
February 28th- Resolutions for Nominations to the SEB
positions and/or Insurance or Associate Delegate to the
Supreme Convention in Toronto from August 2-4, 2016
April 22nd- Return of the Yellow and Pink copies of the
Voting Credential Forms
April 29th- Necrology – List of Deceased Members from
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May 1, 2015 to April 29 or later
On another note, when Brother Clem Chiasson, Admission Degree Team Captain of Brother Anthony Council
No. 10014, phoned and asked me if I could assist in their
exemplification, I readily agreed knowing that it would
be an excellent opportunity to impart the lesson of
Charity, among other lessons, to the candidates and I
value so much our great working relationships. In fact,
we had requested his help and his Team members on
numerous occasions-without any hesitation whatsoever! I suppose that there is an unwritten policy in our
Degree Teams to help the other Degree Teams when
needed which usually happens with short notice.
Similarly, we take pride for being Knights whenever we
do some acts of Charity. Our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all who volunteered during the Christmas
hamper delivery in Edmonton on December 19, 2015.
Thank you all for whatever you are doing for the Good
of our Church, Community and Order!
May God bless and keep us and our families always!
In closing, let us continue to put into practice what St.
Therese de Lisieux once said: “Without love, deeds even
the most brilliant count as nothing.”
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Secretary

From the State Treasurer
By Ferdie Y. Mendita

I

’d like to wish everyone the very best in 2016. May we
all be inspired to start the beginning of the 3rd quarter of
this Columbian Year. Happy New Year to all.
The State Board is now in the process of reviewing our
2016 Operating Budget and will be soon distributed.
Thank you for those who have already submitted their
expenses, please be reminded to submit them right
away to avoid delays and lost of receipts.
The 2016 Annual State Convention is now underway,
this will be held in Calgary.
Vivat Jesus,
Ferdie Mendita
State Treasurer
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Gaston Launière

By John W. Onyskiw

“YOU TAKE ALL THE EXPERIENCE AND JUDGMENT OF MEN OVER 50 OUT OF THE WORLD
AND THERE WOULDN’T BE ENOUGH LEFT TO
RUN IT.” Henry Ford

B

rother Knights,

A

Well welcome to the New Year 2016 and all the exciting things it has in store for us! With the Christmas season now behind us we now look forward to
the Lenten season leading up to Easter Sunday.

The Grand Knight must conduct his meetings in
strict accordance with the Charter, Constitution and
Laws of the Knights of Columbus, supplemented by
the Council's BYLAWS and according to Parliamentary Procedure.

Ash Wednesday is the start of this next season and
this year falls on February 10th. That said do our
Brother Knight know the history of this date? For
those in the know and others not familiar let me
share some interesting information regarding Ash
Wednesday.

ccording to the Grand Knight’s Manual, under
Protocol, Section C-1, page 1:

I discovered lately that many Councils do not have
their own By-Laws. The following script will help
you to write your own and it is easy to do. On the
other hand, if you do have old ones, you can use
the same method to update them.
Here is the fastest way to write your Bylaws … if
you have NOT done so already.
1. Open Supreme Website: https://
www.kofc.org/au/apps/oo/index.html
2. Scroll to mid-section of front page; click Orange/Red icon "By-Laws Online".
3. Read the open box and then click
"Live" blue icon at bottom.
4. Standard Template opens; follow instructions
on left side of page to fill out page on right.
5. Fill the blanks; submit your By-Laws to Supreme; you will receive an acknowledge-ment if
all is acceptable. If not, a notice will be sent telling what must be corrected.
To order pocket size of your By-Law booklets,
call 1 - 800 - 524 - 3611 Ext 4853.
If you have any questions on any laws or by-laws,
please contact me at: stateadvocate@kofc.ab.ca
Vivat Jesus!
Gaston Launière
State Advocate / Avocat d’État

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent and occurs
46 days before Easter. Sundays are not included in
these 46 days. It is a moveable feast, falling on a
different date each year because of its dependency
on the date of Easter. In past it has fallen as early as
February 4th which initially happened in 1573 and
as late as March 10th which first occurred in 1546.
According to the canonical gospels of Matthew,
Mark and Luke, Jesus spent 40 days fasting in the
desert, where he endured temptation by Satan.
Lent originated as a mirroring of this, fasting 40
days in preparation for Easter. Every Sunday was
seen as a commemoration of the Sunday of Christ's
resurrection and so as a feast day on which fasting
was inappropriate. Accordingly, Christians fasted
from Monday to Saturday (6 days) during 6 weeks
and from Wednesday to Saturday (4 days) in the
preceding week, thus making up the number of 40
days.
Ash Wednesday derives its name from the practice
of blessing ashes made from palm branches blessed
on the previous year's Palm Sunday. The ashes are
ceremonially placed on the heads of Christians on
Ash Wednesday, either by being sprinkled over
their heads or more often by being marked on their
foreheads as a visible cross accompanied with the
words "Remember that you are dust, and to dust
(Continued on page 7)
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P

From the Agency

From the State Program Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Gregory Amerongen

rotecting Your Family… Business?

You already know that the Knight of Columbus
is here for all your personal and family financial
protection needs, but did you know that the Order
can help secure your business too? As your Knights
of Columbus field agent, I can help you protect the
continuity of your business for years to come.
Business insurance is the term used in the insurance industry to describe the use of life insurance
and disability income insurance to solve certain financial needs of businesses and their owners. The
products offered through the Order can cover many
needs, such as:
• Economic loss to the business when a key employee dies
• Disposition of a business owner’s interest upon
death or other separation from the business
If you’ve worked hard to establish a business, you
owe it to yourself and your family to learn about
the opportunities that the Knights of Columbus can
offer.
With protection for the family, the business, the
farm, retirement, long term care and disability coverage, the Knight of Columbus truly is your shield
for all the elements of your life.
For the name of your agent, please email bouchardagencymail@kofc.org or you can phone 403-3432242.
Marc Bouchard, CFP. CLU, ChFC
General Agent

H

appy New Year 2016!

District Deputies—At this time of year you undoubtedly
find yourself very occupied and for important reasons,
our Councils are half-way through our Columbian year
and, above all, you should be assured that your District’s
Councils’ have planned and are completing the programs required to become STAR Councils. Supreme details found at http://www.kofc.org/un/en/service/
council/awards/star.html. If this has not been done, I
implore you to become familiar with the requirements
and in turn review this with your Grand Knights to ensure that they are completing the required programs.
Do not hesitate to contact me, if you need help with this
Supreme call to practical charity, our first and arching
principle, in all our service areas which are detailed in
the Surge with Service— http://kofc.org/un/en/
resources/service/council/surge/pdf.
Grand Knights—Congratulations on all of your had work
so far! Continue your outstanding charitable programs
as you collaborate with your Council and receive the
support and guidance of your District Deputy. In addition, be sure to submit your program submissions for
the State Convention awards by Monday, February 29,
2016 to the AB/NWT K of C State Office, #4, 5579—47th
Street Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1. Ph: 1-800-656-0042.
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca. More details can be
found in this Supreme Article—http://www.kofc.org/un/
en/service/council/awards/service_awards.html; and
here is an example of a program— http://
www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/service/council/
sample_awardentry/pdf. For more guidance on this,
please consult your District Deputy or myself.
Brother Knights, draw from the depths of your character
and lead the charge of charity in programs so that our
charity would radiate throughout our Parishes, homes
and Communities, illuminating our jurisdiction with the
brilliance of Star Councils!
Vivat Jesus,
Gregory Amerongen
State Program Director
(780) 267-8366; programdirector@kofc.ab.ca
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From the State Vocations Chairman

From the State Communications & PR Director

By John Leszkowicz

By Michael Anctil

K of C ALBERTA/NWT RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS
AWARENESS
DRAWING CONTEST 2015-16

B

rothers:

In early January 2016, I put together and sent out
an email to all Grand Knights in the Alberta/NWT
jurisdiction. It was regarding a special project that
only a dozen or so Councils or Assemblies participated in the last few years. Along with the good
Lord’s never ending help, and due to your energy
and talents as Grand Knight or Faithful Navigator, I
pray that we can inspire a lot more to participate
this year.
I am talking about State’s annual Vocations Awareness Poster Contest. This program is completely
unique to, and funded completely by, the AB/NWT
State and coordinated by me, with pleasure. Supreme is not involved in the contest rules, tool kit
or otherwise, other than moral support.
Has your Council or Assembly picked a representative to approach the teachers in schools within the
Parish, yet? It is getting later in the school year, but
it is not impossible to start, even in mid-February.
It is up to our brother Knights and the teachers,
parents and obviously, the students.
♦

Grade 5 - speak in person to the teachers
via the School Office

♦

Up to $750 in prizes from AB State Council
available

♦

Find the information kit on State website:
http://kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/vocations/

♦

Theme: Year of Consecrated Life which officially ended on the Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord, Feb 2 2016.

♦

Deadline – March 18, 2016.
(Continued on page 10)
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G

reetings Brother Knights,

I hope you and your family had a Blessed Christmas season! I also hope that your New Year has started on the
right foot! Your Communications team have been busy
developing our strategic plan for 2016.
On Saturday, January 17 the technology members of
your State Communications Team held a meeting in conjunction with the State Office Staff, Worthy State Deputy Charles. IPSD Bill and a few members of the Charitable Foundation Board to discuss new communications
initiatives as well as to address any issues with the current technology and methods we’re using to communicate. The outcomes of that meeting are still being laid
out. We’ll be excited to share these new initiatives with
you once all the logistics are in place.
Our first order of business was to address the Calendar/
Events system on the current website, as for many of
you it was loading to an ”Error Loading Events Message”. Unfortunately this issue was’t easy to resolve as
the calendar was connected to the website’s framework, which was no longer being supported by its vendor. We’ve put a temporary solution in place, but this
solution (as with most Band-Aid solutions) isn’t ideal.
After much research, consultation, and troubleshooting,
it was determined by our State Webmaster, Mike
Duddy, that the best solution to this situation would be
a complete replacement of the framework with a much
more popular and better supported framework. This
would require a great deal of work from Mike as he
would essentially be completely rebuilding the website.
This will allow us much greater flexibility than we’ve had
previously. Mike laid this explanation out to make it
more clear as to what component of the website was
actually broken:
“Most large websites consist of 3 Major components: 1.
A Content Management System (CMS) which holds and
organizes the site’s information. 2. A Framework, which
establishes much of the structure and functionality of
the website. 3. Styling This is the colour, it makes the
Framework look nice. If you were to consider our website as something like a car then the Engine and
Drivetrain would be the CMS, the Cars body, Wheels,
and Suspension would be the Framework, and the paint
(Continued on page 9)
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Every year, the Saturday before Christmas, Edmonton area Knights and their families spend hundreds of
hours doing volunteer work by delivering Christmas Hampers to the needy. Some of the participating
Councils are Syro—Malabar Council # 16320, Father Michael J. Troy Council # 15290, St. Peter Council #
7070 and Father Leduc Council # 7061. Below are photos of last years Christmas hamper distribution.

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg
format to the State Office via email at:
stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Please provide a brief description of the picture you are sending.
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From the State Family Coordinator
By Sal Ficaccio

(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

you shall return".
In the ancient near Eastern tradition, throwing
ashes over one’s head was used to signify repentance before God. The ashes used in the Service of
Worship or Mass are
Sacramental and not a sacrament. The ashes are
blessed according to various rites, proper to each
liturgical tradition, sometimes involving the use of
Holy Water.

W

orthy Brother Knights,

Has your Council ever been awarded the “Family of
the Month” statue? It’s never too late to enter a
family from your Council to possibly receive this
beautiful statue. Please submit your form “Family
of the Month” to State and Supreme before February 15. Good luck

In the Roman Catholic Church, Ash Wednesday is
observed by fasting, repentance and abstinence
from meat - a day of contemplating one's transgressions.
In the medieval period, the day before Ash
Wednesday was the required annual day of confessing one's sins and receiving absolution and instructions on the penances to be performed during
Lent, the reason it was called Shrove Tuesday.
Shrove Tuesday or Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) was
also the last day of the Carnival season, which continues until Saturday in areas where the Ambrosian
Rite, with its later Lent, is observed.
Dutch tradition holds the custom to eat salted herring on Ash Wednesday to conclude the carnival in
the Netherlands. In Victorian England, theatres refrained from presenting costumed shows on Ash
Wednesday, providing other entertainment in its
place. In the Republic of Ireland, Ash Wednesday is
a National No Smoking Day. This date was chosen
because quitting smoking ties in with giving up a
luxury during Lent.
So there you have it… some interesting tidbits on
Ash Wednesday.
May God Bless You and Your Loved Ones,

John Onyskiw
State Warden
State Affairs, Volume 19, Number 4 February 2016

Our Supreme Knight Carl Anderson, in the past few
months has dedicated much of his writing in the
Columbia Magazine on Family. Has your Council
taken the initiative of providing family orientated
programs to strengthen family life through our parish? Refer to “Building the Domestic Church the
Family Fully Alive” booklet which gives us ideas that
we could use within our parish. Are we working
alongside with our Parish Pastor to offer our help?
Our Order was founded on family.
We have an obligation as Knights to protect and
nourish both physically and spiritually our families.
Brothers let’s take the challenge to a new level of
service, as the strong arm of our parish, as stated
by our Supreme Knight.
Do not forget to select and enter the “Family of the
Year” for State Council by February 26, 2016.
Good luck and keep up the great work for this great
Order.
Vivat Jesus,

Sal Ficaccio
State Family Coordinator
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From the Charitable Foundation
By Wally Streit, President

E

very Brother Knight in good standing in AlbertaNWT is a member of our Charitable Foundation. Feedback from our Council visitations has confirmed that we
need to ask our jurisdiction leaders to assist us in letting
all Knights know this simple fact. Further we need to
share with them the fact that if our Charitable Foundation is to grow so that we can respond to more charitable requests, then we need to consider including the
Charitable Foundation in our list of charities and ensure
our Councils do likewise.
At our January 16th Board Meeting we were pleased to
provide the undernoted status report on our Catch the
Spirit Campaign:
Special Names
(Brother Knights
and friends)

Goal
$500,000

As at Jan. 16th
$504,065

Councils/Assemblies
and Associations

$300,000

$241,739(81%)
– 79 Councils

Totals:

$800,000

$745,804 (94%)

The total for Councils includes:
29 Councils in the greater Edmonton area for a total of
$145,550.
14 Councils in the greater Calgary area for a total of
$47,300.
While we continue to work with all Councils, it is clear
that to get to our goal we need more Councils in the
Calgary area to do their share and make pledges. Every
able Council can make a 5-year pledge and together we
can do it.

After a great deal of work on revisions to our By-Laws by
Directors Brian Day and Jeff Neuman, the final version
was approved by our Board. The changes will be presented at our ACG during the State Convention in May.
Speaking of our AGM we strive to have our full Board
attend on Saturday. This gives us an opportunity to
meet and share good news about our Charitable Foundation will all the delegates.
Wally N. Streit PSD
President - ACF
(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

There are five more sessions that are being edited
and will be available soon. STAY
TUNED!
In addition, we have downloaded over 50 assorted,
short videos produced by our
Supreme Office. They last 4 or 5 minutes each. They
are excellent tools to help you with your recruiting
efforts. They demonstrate what we do for our
Church, our Community, our Youth, our Members
and our Councils.
Our annual State Convention is fast approaching.
The deadline for Council resolutions is January 31,
2016.
For the first time, Councils can register and pay
their registration fees on line. Printed copies will be
available for Councils who wish to print and pay by
cheque.
The annual Convention is being held the weekend
of May 6, 7 and 8, 2016 at the Westin Hotel in
downtown Calgary.
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

Brothers 94% is commendable but 100% is our goal.
While our focus in on pledges from councils and assemblies, you can see that if a Brother Knight makes a
pledge or a one-time gift, the total moves closer to the
overall goal. If you have not made a personal pledge or
one time donation, you can make a difference.
At our January Board meeting Donation Chairman Randy
Yatscoff recommended and the Board approved several
charitable requests received including a joint request
supported by two Lethbridge Councils.
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Our Supreme Convention is in Toronto, Ontario the
first week of August. The Delegates for this Convention are chosen at our Convention in May.
Remember to invite an eligible Catholic man you
know, to become a Member in our Great Order.
Vivat Jesus,
W. Charles Russell
State Deputy
State Affairs, Volume 19, Number 4 February 2016

From the State Membership Director
By Ken Kluchky

T

hanks to all your efforts, we are now 360/805 towards the Circle of Honor.
For the State Recruitment Award of $200.00, 19 Councils have recruited 50% or more of their quota by the
end of December. Of these, 8 have already achieved
100% of their quota and one Council achieved 260%. A
draw for this $200.00 award will be made at Edmonton
Chapter meeting Feb.3rd.
State Deputy Charles Russell and Supreme Membership
Program Consultant Guy Precourt have initiated a
Church Drive Skills Development Program to be implemented in the Edmonton and Calgary urban centres.
The goals of this program are to conduct church recruitment drives during the first weekends in February and
March and then conduct the follow-up activities to initiate new candidates as Knights of Columbus.
Program components:
1: The lead trainers will contact the parish priest and
invite him to attend a chaplains meeting Friday evening
7:00 Feb. 5th or Mar. 4th to share the message from Supreme Deputy Carl Anderson. He explains the initiative
of Building the Domestic Church while strengthening our
parish. He states that over time this initiative will develop a multifaceted approach in support of parish life
that will make the Knights of Columbus the strong right
arm of the Parish Church. This will also set a firm foundation for the future growth of strong parish-based
Councils.
2: The Saturday, Feb 6th and Mar. 5th skills development
training sessions are to teach and to show how to recruit. These sessions are for the Grand Knights and 3 or
more members of their councils. After the training, the
team leader and recruiting volunteers will attend the
Saturday and Sunday masses at their church. The goal
will be for each recruiter to collect 2 names at each
mass with the guidance of the team leader. This should
result in 10 names being collected at each mass.
3: Each name will then be followed up and the candidate will be provided opportunity to learn more about
the Knights of Columbus and to be initiated into the
Knights in a First Degree Ceremonial.
I encourage all Councils to take this opportunity to train
and develop their recruitment teams for present and
future church drives. Let us step forward with confidence and ask other Catholic gentlemen in our churches
State Affairs, Volume 19, Number 4 February 2016

to join the Knights of Columbus and to enjoy our fraternal benefits. Doing this will help strengthen our Councils
and help improve our Church community.
NOTE: Star Councils will be granted a $4.50 credit per
roster member by Supreme. This credit will cover your
Council’s Supreme dues. Make this an easy fundraiser
for your Council.
If your Council finds it necessary to suspend a fellow
brother, make a sincere effort to replace this lost
Brother to continue growing your Council.
Vivat Jesus,
Ken Kluchky
State Membership Director
(Continued from page 5, Communications & PR Director)

would be the styling. Just like with a car it is (relatively)
easy to change the paint, it’s difficult to replace the
framework, and it’s extremely difficult to replace the
CMS.”
Unfortunately, in this instance, our framework is completely broken. It would take far longer to fix and continue to maintain it rather than it would be to just replace the entire framework.
Our website is currently based on Wordpress, the most
widely used, and widely supported CMS on the planet.
As a result it only makes sense that we should use the
biggest Framework on the planet, so with this in mind
we have started preparing an entirely new website
which will allow us to continue to grow for years to
come.
Please keep an eye out for our new website which
should be out very soon. Also, make sure to check in the
next State Affairs for our next set of new initiatives
aimed at helping communication within our councils,
communities, parishes, and state.
State Technology Chairman – Joseph Duenas
Photographer – John Luk – Calgary / Assistant Technology Chairman
Photography – Edmonton – Lito Soco
Photography – Red Deer/Central – Adam LaGrange
Archives Chairman – Tony Lemay
State Webmaster – Mike Duddy
God Bless,
Michael Anctil
Communications & PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
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From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Brian Strawford

W

From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Gary T. Sherman

B

rothers All,

orthy Brother Knights,

On behalf of Pennies for Heaven, I would like to thank
all Brother Knights for their generous support. My
Thank-you to Father Jim Corrigan, Shauna LaGrange and
the State Officers for their support as well.
Worthy Brother Knights, please remember to send in
your submissions for the MacDonald Award. This award
is presented to the Council that has the best project to
raise money for the Pennies for Heaven. The project will
be judged on the type of project and the involvement of
its membership, not necessarily on the amount of
money raised. Keep this in mind. The deadline for entry
is March 1, 2016. If you need more info on the MacDonald Award, please call me or check your Grand
Knights Manual.

I wish to extend a thank you to all Councils for participating and being a model of prayer in their Parishes, Council Meetings and Masses, Membership
Drives etc. We now have our new prayer booklets
as well as prayer cards for our new “the blessed
holy family icons.” I wish to thank the Councils who
have already prayed with your Marian Hour of
Prayer Icon either through your local Parish, or for
membership, at your meeting house or to be present at the fifth Sunday Rosary programs. Please
call for more information or to book your Icon for
your Parish or Council activities and “May God
Bless”

For Donations, please make your cheques payable to
Alberta K of C State Office and mail to:

Vivat Jesus,

K of C State Office
#4, 5579-47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1

Gary T. Gary T. Sherman,
State Marian Hour of Prayer
Chairman North
marianhourofprayer@kofc.ab.ca

Happy and a Blessed 2016 to all!
Fraternally yours
Brian Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman

From the State Council Director

By Bill S. Potvin

(Continued from page 5 State Vocations Chairman)

IMPORTANT:
Please do not hesitate to email if you have questions. There are templates and checklists on the
State Council web site. Here is the url: http://
kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/vocations/

The Alberta K of C is currently looking for Councils
to host the golf, curling and hockey state functions
for the coming 2017 year.

Finally, let me wish you and your families a nice
Family Day long weekend please continue to be
safe on the roads this winter.

If interested contact the Alberta State Council Office for further information and the Council Sponsored Event Application.

Vivat Jesus,

State Council Office
Phone Number: 1-800-656-0042

Alberta / NWT KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
VOCATIONS COMMITTEE
Chairman: Brother John Leszkowicz
E-Mail: vocationschairman@kofc.ab.ca
Supporting Vocations Projects
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Vivat Jesus!
Bill S. Potvin
State Council Director
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From the IPSD/McGivney Guild Chairman

By William J. Smith

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

the way it is perceived to be being handled. I mention
this not as if it is a key facet of the conversation but because many people, of all creeds and cultures have
painted the Catholic Church in an unfavorable light. This
is not a news flash. The Catholic Church throughout the
ages has endured much trauma, persecution and difficult periods. She continues to flourish and She always
will. Why? Because this is God’s Church and His grace is
sufficient for us, provided we cooperate with His grace.
Brothers as mentioned above, Catholic education in Alberta is a legal right but that does not mean we can
stand idly by and assume that all things will be well. Our
Catholic schools are an important dynamic in the lives of
most of our children and grandchildren and with our
families and our Church doing all we can for our children, our kids have great opportunity to graduate from
high school in whatever direction they choose with a
solid moral compass and faith foundation to guide them
on their journeys of life.
As Knights of Columbus, as dads, as grandfathers and
uncles we need to step up to the plate at this critical
time in our Catholic school systems. We need to let
those in government know the pivotal role our Catholic
schools have in our society. We need to inform our leadership that our leaders of tomorrow need to formed
with a love God and love one another mentality.
Brothers, I do ask you to pray about and for Catholic
education. I ask you within your Councils to consider
what might be an appropriate way of making a statement/action about this very important issue. Our Bishops are very concerned, rightly, with the state of things
within the Catholic school environment. Finally please
be prepared to support whatever action comes our way
from the State Board who have been approached by our
Bishops to get on board and voice our support for
Catholic education. Our Catholic schools are a right not
a guarantee. We need protect this precious component
that is so integral to the well-being and formation of our
children and grandchildren. It takes a village to raise a
child and our Catholic school are a vital gift within this
process.
Blessings,
Father Jim Corrigan
State Chaplain
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B

rother Knights, Spouses and Family,

The Knights of Columbus started with a vision of Father
McGivney. We have an opportunity to support the guild
by promoting the Canonization of Father McGivney by
applying for membership. Membership is open to not
only members of the Knights of Columbus, but our family members and friends. The enclosed form can be copied as many times as necessary. Please add names and
send to the address on the form. Donations can be
made to the McGivney Foundation and I am working on
getting Canadian Tax receipts for your contributions.
The following is an excerpt from the Supreme website.
For more information check out the http address.
The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild serves as a source
for information about the life, works and spirituality of
Father McGivney. The Guild distributes informational
materials about him, receives reports of favors granted
through his intercession and oversees the distribution of
relics. Guild members receive regular updates on the
progress of Father McGivney's cause for canonization
and are invited to participate in promoting devotion to
this Servant of God. Members of the Knights of Columbus are not automatically Guild members and must
elect to join the Guild. The Father Michael J. McGivney
Guild Newsletter is published bimonthly except JulyAugust, and is sent free to Guild members. To join the
Guild, fill in and submit this form. http://
www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/contact/register.html
The State Convention in May is closing in on us. In February we are expecting your reports for Council Activity
Awards to flood the Red Deer Office. State Program Director Greg Amerongen has a team ready to review and
evaluate the programs so let’s keep him busy. Don’t
forget State Communications Director Michael Anctil is
looking for Council Newsletters and websites. Each program must be sent in as an individual entry.
The Supreme Convention runs from August 2 to 4 in Toronto. You will be expected to arrive on Monday August
1 to attend welcome events on Monday evening. The
sessions begin early on Tuesday morning. There are
visiting tours on Toronto and the Niagara area the weekend before the convention. You can check Ontario and
Supreme websites for these activities.
Vivat Jesus,
William J Smith, IPSD Alberta/NWT
Page 11

Congratulations
Families of the Month
2015—2016

November 2015
Gary & Julie Sherman
Agnello & Michele Paes
Paolo Festa-Bianchet & Hilda Asafo-Akowuah
Michael & Marie McDougall
Josh & Anisha Gatner
Joseph Jaya Thekkekkuttu

Edmonton Council #1184
St. Bonaventure Council #7432
Father Bonner Council #7599
Father Albert Newman Council #8470
St. Martha’s Council #9280
Syro-Malabar Council #15871

December 2015
Louis & Colleen Rouleau
Sean & Angela Toner
Robert & Mary Tomusiak
Bruce & Nora Millar Meckelberg
James & Beena Jaison

Edmonton Council #1184
St. Bonaventure Council #7432
Father Bonner Council #7599
Father Albert Newman Council #8470
Syro-Malabar Council #15871

January 2016
Brian & Julia Trafford
Arnold & Rose Lorenz
Guillermo Verzosa & Lilia Dagulo

St. Bonaventure Council #7432
Father Bonner Council #7599
Father Albert Newman Council #8470

Winners of the Holy Family Statue
November 2015
Josh & Anisha Gatner

St. Martha’s Council #9280

December 2015
Bruce & Nora (Millar) Meckelberg

Father Albert Newman Council #8470

“Strength in Unity and Fraternity”
Page 12
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SECOND &THIRD DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION SCHEDULE
(Second and Third Degree Are Stand Alone Dates)
2015 – 2016
♦ Second and Third Degree Together
NOTE DATE CORRECTION **
DATE

LOCATION –
EDMONTON

LO LOCATION
CO CORDINATOR

DEGREE
TEAM

C.O.

FP

SECOND DEGREE
October 31, 2015

DD 13 Manuel Ibasco

Jan 23, 2016

DD 11 Nick Motkoski

April 16, 2016

DD 13 Manuel Ibasco

THIRD DEGREE
Nov 21, 2015
Feb 20, 2016
April 30, 2016
DATE

LOCATION CALGARY

DD 15 Gerard Korte
DD 18 Dennis
Powlowski
DD 16 Rufus
Awharitoma
LOCATION COORDINATOR

DEGREE
TEAM

G. Woodlock

G. Woodlock

G. Woodlock

G. Woodlock

G. Woodlock

G. Woodlock

C.O.

FP

W. Muscoby

G. Lazzaretto
Martin
McDonald
Martin
McDonald

SECOND DEGREE

**March 30, 2016

DD 28 Kevin
Drozdowski
DD 29 William Lungal

*May 28, 2016

DD 25 Al Sander

Jan 9, 2016

Calgary
Calgary
Calgary

THIRD DEGREE
DD 26 Sal Ficaccio
DD 31 Martin
McDonald

Nov 10, 2015
Jan 16, 2016

W. Muscoby

DD 32 Mike Subasic

**April 6, 2016
*May 28, 2016

DD 33 Ross
Szentmiklossy
LOCATION COORDINATOR

DATE

LOCATION

*Oct 17, 2015

Edson

*Nov 17, 2015

Bonnyville

GK Allain Cote

*Mar 13, 2016

Lethbridge

DD 37 Andy Soshalski

April 2, 2016

Red Deer

DD22 Morris Sych

W. Muscoby

DEGREE
TEAM
Nazareno
Sherwood
Park
Lethbridge

C.O.

FP

G. Woodlock

G.Woodlock

G. Woodlock

G.Woodlock

G. Lazzaretto

G. Lazzaretto

W. Muscoby

G. Lazzaretto

Fort McMurray, 2016
Fort Smith 2016
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
prayers:
It is with great sorrow that we announce
the passing of beloved Brother Greg Keetch
from Council 9250, who passed away Jan
19, 2016 following a brief and courageous
battle with cancer. May he rest in peace.
♦ With a heavy heart Father Dydyk Council
#7511 reports the loss of a long time
Brother Knight, Andrew Holowaty who fell
asleep in the arm of the Lord Jan 26, 2016.
♦ With a heavy heart we announce the sudden passing of Grand Knight Keith Grieman of Council #6563. Pray for his family
and dear friends he left behind.

ANNUAL STATE GOLF HOSTED BY BROTHER
ANTHONY COUNCIL 10014

♦

Saturday, June 11, 2016
Cardiff Golf and Country Club, Cardiff, AB
Registration Deadline: To be determined
Contacts:
Denis Halyk @ (780) 459-9336

2016 STATE ANNUAL CURLING BONSPIEL
Hosted by Father Leduc Council 7061, the State
Curling Bonspiel March 11-13, 2016.
Contact:
Rick Salt @ (780) 986-4608

2016 STATE ANNUAL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
Friday, April 1, 2016—Sunday, April 3, 2016
Contact:
Richard Caron @(587) 281-0827, kentc@eastlink.ca
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Western Catholic Reporter
“Keep up with the Western Catholic Reporter
(WCR) as we continue bringing the Gospel to bear
on current issues in the Church in 2015!”
“The Knights have long realized the importance of
the Catholic press in keeping Catholics informed
about Church teaching and news, and in helping to
build Catholic community. A one-year subscription
to the WCR sent to an Alberta address is $35.
Cheques (made payable to Catholic Archdiocese of
Edmonton) or credit card information (Visa or
MasterCard) can be sent to the Western Catholic
Reporter, 8421—101 Avenue, Edmonton, T6A 0L1,
or you can phone 780-424-1557 or you can subscribe using our website, www.wcr.ab.ca.”

Glen Argan, Editor of WCR
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tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“Our Supreme Knight, has unveiled another phase of our “Building the Domestic Church while Strengthening
our Parishes”.
W. Charles Russell

I

hope that your Easter Season was prayerful and holy.

Our Annual State Convention is fast approaching and
the Planning Committee is putting the finishing touches
to the program.
Our Supreme Knight, has unveiled another phase of our
“Building the Domestic Church while Strengthening our
Parishes”.
We have been asked to dedicate our families to the Holy
Family. As part of our State Convention, at the opening
Mass on Friday evening, the Holy Family Icon will be
processed in and a prayer, composed by Archbishop
Lori, will be recited. It is further recommended that all
Councils talk with their Pastor in the hope that each and
every family will join together on the first Sunday after
Christmas to offer this prayer of consecration. He further asks that Knights attend Mass together with their
fellow Council members and families on Father’s Day,
June 19, 2016. As part of the Mass, the Priest should
invite Knights and their wives and all married couples of
the Parish to renew their marriage vows.
Our Supreme guest this year is Supreme Director Brian
Simer and his wife Cheryl. They hail from Idaho and are
looking forward to coming to Calgary.
If you have not yet registered for our Convention, please
do so as soon as possible.
All Third Degree members in good standing may attend
(Continued on page 6)

“We are apart of something very
good!”

Fr. Jim Corrigan

M

y dear Brothers in the Lord, we continue to celebrate the Risen Lord during the fifty days, yes counting
fifty days of the Easter season. I have to tell you that I
love the way we follow the Acts of the Apostles each
day during the Easter season. Why? Because Acts has all
the excitement and more that any best-selling book
might have. Good guys, bad guys, hidden agendas, gratuitous violence, scheming ways to get rid of those who
are in the way, Acts has it all. Most importantly, Acts
tells the story of the Risen Lord, His appearances too
many and the remarkable deeds of power done by His
apostles as they became absolutely one hundred and
ten percent convinced that Jesus was in fact the real
deal, the one they had waited for. Those early believers
led by Peter, John and the inner circle of disciples did
not care about persecution, prison, beatings or even
death. “They called in the apostles and had them
flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the
name of Jesus and let them go. As they left the council,
the apostles rejoiced that they were considered worthy
to suffer dishonour for the sake of the name, (Acts 5,
40-41).” One small example of the courage, the faith
and the absolute zeal that the apostles were proclaiming the truth of Jesus the Risen Lord. Brothers, many of
us admit that we do not read our Bibles enough. Please,
pick yours up, open it to Acts and take a read.
Brothers, thinking along a similar vein as we head into
convention and prepare to wind down our Columbian
activities for the summer consider this. We push for
(Continued on page 4)

A

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Y. Mendita

W

“Be Strong in Faith”

s your State Secretary, it is my mandate, among
other things, “to keep a true and accurate record of the
proceedings of the State Council and State Executive
Board.” In view of the forthcoming 106th Annual State
Council Meeting from May 6, 7 and 8, 2016 at the
Westin Hotel in Calgary, a Voting Delegate Credential
Form was sent to all concerned. I would like to remind
all the voting delegates, once again, that after the Credential Form was completed in triplicate, the Yellow and
Pink copies must be returned to the Red Deer State Office by April 22, 2016. The White copy must be retained
and must be presented to the Credential Chairman at
the Registration Desk of the Convention. If you have any
questions, please contact me any time. We look forward
to a productive, orderly, systematic, family and brotherly oriented, fun-filled State Convention.
Realizing that there are only two Formation (2nd) Degree
Teams in Edmonton and area, we have organized a new
team with the help and support of the former team
from St. Albert. Officially named the “Edmonton Unity
Ceremonial Team”, it is composed of Team Captain Leo
Sosa, Jr., DD Manuel Ibasco, DD Steve Horvath, GK Ted
Hill, former Team Captain Clem Chiasson and yours
truly. We are ready and able to conduct an Edmonton
Exemplification on April 16, 2016.
One Body. One Spirit. This is what we are! This is who
we are! As Chair of the Corpus Christi Gala Fundraiser
held on October 5, 2015 at the Shaw Conference Centre,
Hall D, I take pride in reporting to you that we raised
around $130,000 for the construction of the new church
in southeast Edmonton. May the Good Lord repay your
generosity a hundred fold. Incidentally, the Solemn
Dedication of the Altar and Church of Corpus Christi Parish at 10:00 o’clock in the morning, Saturday, March 19,
2016, was presided by His Grace, Most Reverend Richard W. Smith, DD, Archbishop of Edmonton. Among
those who joined in the celebration was a 4th Degree
Honour Guard from St. Joseph Assembly No. 0005, Father Patrick W. McQuaid Assembly No. 2293 and St. Michael Assembly No. 2795, State Executive Board Officers, Brother Knights and families.

ishing everyone a Happy Easter!

At this time, we are almost a month away from our
Annual State Convention, which is being held at
Westin Hotel in Calgary on May 6 to 8, 2016.
In order to be a voting Delegate (s) at the Convention,
the Council’s State assessment for the Per Capita and
Insurance must be paid. To date, 140 Councils have
submitted their money, leaving 29 Councils who have
not. Section L-3 of the Grand Knight’s manual stipulates that the assessment must be paid within 60 days
of receipt of assessment notice.
Our Columbian year will end on June 30, 2016 and not
right at the end of State Convention. The recruitment
for the year also ends on June 30, 2016, this will give
each and every council the opportunity to cash in on
the Supreme Star Council incentive.
Some individuals have asked me what the State Board
pays the Councils to attend the State Convention.
Section G-1, page 14 and 15, of the Grand Knight’s
manual explains the payment schedule. The mileage
is calculated at twenty five cents ($.0.25) per KM return distance.
Hawkins, Epp, Dumont LLP have completed the audit
of the State Board’s finances and report will be sent
to all Councils as well as the 2015/16 Budget for your
review prior to the Convention.
Cheques are issued on the last day of the Convention.
The District Deputies will receive the cheques from
the State Treasurer for their respective Districts and
they will distribute them to their Council Delegates
who are present.
I look forward to seeing many Brother Knights in Calgary at the Annual Convention in May.
Vivat Jesus!

Every day, we face so many daunting challenges in our
(Continued on page 6)
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Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Treasurer
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Gaston Launière

By John W. Onyskiw

“Winners never quit and Quitters never win.” Vince
Lombardi

A

s we are getting closer to our 2016 Annual State
Convention, which will be held at the Westin Hotel in
Calgary, this year, I would like to send a reminder to all
Councils.
According to the Grand Knight’s manual, [Section G-1, p.
9 & 12 and Section L-3, p. 1 & 2 & 3], ALL the Per Capita
Tax Assessment and Insurance Liability must be paid in
full to both the Supreme and the Council’s State within
60 days (for the latter) of receipt of assessment notice.
The Convention Registration kits have gone out to all
the Councils. Please take time to review the information
and register early, as there is an early bird draw based
on when the paid registration is received (March 15,
2016). Each Council can have two Voting Delegates.
They must be Third Degree members and this does not
limit other members from attending any of the activities
or the business session. They may register as a NonVoting Delegate. It is an opportunity for other members
to meet and greet other Councils from around the jurisdiction. By the time this issue will arrive, the resolution
deadline will have passed. Resolutions received by January 31 have been reviewed by the State Board and the
Resolutions Committee. Those to be presented at the
Convention will be sent to the councils before the Convention so they can review them at the Council level.
Any questions or concerns on the resolutions can be
clarified
by
contacting
me
at
StateAdvocate@kofc.ab.ca . This does not preclude any questions
at the Convention but can help your Council with your
decision to supporting a specific resolution in question.
Hopefully Councils will show up in great numbers as
numbers will increase participACTION in all level of the
Business Session.
We will see all there.

Vivat Jesus!

Gaston Launière
State Advocate

B

rothers we are entering the last quarter of this
Columbian year 2016. Preparations are well underway for the upcoming Annual State Convention to be
hosted in Calgary at the Westin Hotel on May 6, 7 and
8. It is very important that each Council attend the
State Convention as this is the time to participate for
the betterment of our organization. It is also the time
to voice our concerns to make our Order stronger and
vibrant.
In keeping with the upcoming State Convention this
issue focuses on protocols for this event but that are
also applicable to Council functions.
Introductions
♦ A person who has been elected but has not yet
taken office is called by the title of that office with
– “elect” after the title, for example, “State Warden Elect Richard.”
♦ A State officer is not addressed as “Brother” but
with the title of his office, for example, “Worthy
State Deputy Charles.”
♦ Before introducing dignitaries at the head table,
ensure names are spelled correctly and proper
titles are used. Check the pronunciation of any
name to be introduced or announced. The order
of rank should be observed meticulously.
♦ A monsignor is not addressed as “Father” but a
“Monsignor.”
Speakers and Speeches
♦ Identify the speaker, the topic, provide ample notice and stipulate the time allotted.
♦ There should only ever be one guest speaker.
♦ Never ask an invited guest to speak unless the
person has been forewarned.
♦ If the speaker is a woman or if the main speaker’s
wife attends, she usually is presented with flowers.
♦ A State Officer or District Deputy should always
be given an opportunity to speak at the function
or meeting. If several are present, only the seniormost ranking person should speak.
♦ A general agent or field agent should be accorded
the opportunity to speak particularly when he is
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

present at official meetings of the State or local
Council. If several general agents are present, one
should be invited to speak for the group.
Head Table
♦ At any gathering of the Knights of Columbus the
cardinals, bishops, priests, religious brothers, supreme officers, supreme directors, state officers,
state directors and chairmen, district deputies,
general agents, vice supreme masters, masters,
faithful navigators and visiting grand knights always are honoured guests and as such should occupy a seat of honour. If there is not enough seating at a head table, other dignitaries should sit at
designated seats in the audience and be introduced at an appropriate time.
♦ Seating is arranged by rank--highest rank at the
middle of the table.
♦ Introduce guests from right to middle, then left to
middle, excluding speaking members of the head
table.
♦ All attendees should rise when head table members enter and remain standing until they are
seated.
♦ For speaking programs, introduce speakers from
lowest rank to main speaker.
♦ Persons introduced from the audience should be
ranked from top down.
♦ At degree banquets, Honorees must be at the
Head Table.
Flags
♦ Flags may be on a raised dais or on the ground
level.
♦ When the Canadian flag is displayed flat on the
wall it should be above and behind the speaker. If
this flag is on a staff, it should always be on the
right side of the speaker. The flag should not
cover a speaker’s desk or be draped on a platform.
♦ The Vatican (or Papal) flag (optional) is on the
speaker’s immediate right next to the Canadian
flag.
♦ The Alberta Provincial flag is on the speaker’s immediate left.
♦ The Knights of Columbus flag is to the speaker’s
left after and next to the Provincial flag.
Page 4

Jewels
♦ All Council and Assembly officers should wear
their current Jewels of Office at all meetings and
official functions of the Order.
♦ At Council functions and socials, it is proper and
fitting that Third and Fourth degree officers wear
their jewels of office.
♦ Miniature jewels may be worn in lieu of the full
jewel. They are to be worn so that the bottom of
the jewel is just above the name badge when in
the breast pocket. Miniature jewels are never to
be worn on the jacket lapel.
Brothers, in protocol, there is no rule for every situation. However, by applying common courtesy and
proper consideration for the office represented by
the person, we will never go wrong.
I look forward to seeing all delegates and their wives
at our Annual State Convention in Calgary.
Vivat Jesus
John W. Onyskiw
(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

membership all the time and we try many different
methods of bringing new Brothers into our Councils.
There are two things we need to incorporate into our
recruiting repertoires. 1. We need to approach our
Brothers’ one on one and call them by name. 2. We
need to do so with the zeal that makes us good Knights.
Like the first believers in the early Church. These folks
were absolutely convinced in the Good News of the
Risen Lord. No one could dissuade them from their joyful wonder. With slightly less off the Richter scale abandonment we too need to invite other Catholic men to be
part of our great organization. They should be able to
see by the way we present ourselves that we have a
product that anyone would love to be part of. Pick up
that Bible take a read on the Acts of the Apostles and
get excited Brothers. We are part of something very
very good.

Blessings,

Fr. Jim
State Affairs, Volume 19, Number 5 April 2016

From the Agency
By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

Taken from the September 1932 edition of the Columbia magazine

1882

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY

1932

Fifty years
of service in protecting Catholic Homes.
of successful experience in life insurance
management.
of increase of insurance in force, now amounting to
three hundred million dollars.
Most timely is the advice in a recent issue of Forbes’ Magazine, which we reprint in the
hope that it will come to the attention of every member of the Knights of Columbus.
“Whatever else you do, move heaven and earth to avoid dropping your insurance. Rich and poor alike have in recent years developed a better understanding of the part life insurance can play in softening life’s worst emergencies.
Many families today have little left except the insurance carried by the breadwinner. Under existing conditions, it is supremely important that this last safeguard against family want be not sacrificed. Just as life insurance should be the
very first reserve created when a family is founded, so should insurance be the
very last reserve to be surrendered.
“By maintaining a policy, there is a averted all the dangers incurred by allowing
a policy to lapse. The insured might not be in proper physical condition when
it became financially possible to apply for new insurance. Moreover, the greater
the age when application for insurance is made, the higher the premium.
“Hold on to your insurance no matter what else may have to be given up!”
“Just as life insurance should be the very first reserve created when a family is founded,
so should insurance be the very last reserve to be surrendered”
If our members who went through the great depression understood the value of their life insurance,
surely our members today can get through the difficult times they may face and

“Hold on to your life insurance no matter what else may have to be given up”
For the name of your agent, please email bouchardagencymail@kofc.org or you can call
403-343-2242.
Marc Bouchard, CFP. CLU, ChFC, General Agent
State Affairs, Volume 19, Number 5 April 2016
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From the State Program Director

(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

society like abortion, same sex marriage, euthanasia,
assisted suicide and now provincial guidelines to protect
the LGBTQ students and teachers. Sadly, some of our
fundamental values and Catholic faith are being lost because of false tolerance and so-called political correctness. That said, more than ever, we must be more informed and formed, steadfast in our faith, be consistent
with our Catholic beliefs and practices and be in Solidarity with our Bishops and Priests.
Let us put into practice the words of Pope Francis:
“Stand strong in faith and do not be afraid, the Lord asks
us to be missionary disciples, man and woman who radiate the truth, beauty and life-changing power of the
Gospel.”
I cannot thank you enough for the support, trust and
confidence you have shown to me from the time I became your State Warden from 2011-2013, State Advocate from 2013-2015 and currently serving as your State
Secretary. With your blessing, as I continue my journey,
as always, feel confident of my wholehearted commitment and dedication – for the Good of the Order!
In closing, I am eternally grateful and blessed for the
never ending love and support of my family, my beloved
and lovely wife, Ruby and our wonderful children,
Stephanie and Richard.
May God bless and keep us and our families always!
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Secretary
(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

the Convention. Come out and attend the meetings. You
need not be a delegate to attend any of the meetings.
You may purchase meal tickets if you so desire. Please
contact the Convention Committee for details.
The Supreme Convention this year is being held in Toronto, Ontario. Anyone planning to be a delegate must
have a letter from your Council stating that you are a
member in good standing.
I hope to see many of you at the Convention

By Gregory Amerongen

D

ear Worthy Grand Knights,

I hope that your Council programs are going well as you
and your Council planned them early in the Columbian
year. In the same vein, I trust that you have received
helpful support, guidance, and encouragement from
your District Deputy. Moreover, I am confident that our
Program team of coordinators and chairmen has served
you well when you have asked for their counsel. I am
glad to have also fielded some questions and have been
honored to attend Calgary and Edmonton Chapter
meetings as well as the bi-annual DD meetings to promote programs and encourage brother Knights.
Here, I wish to acknowledge those Councils which submitted program submissions for evaluation in preparation for our annual State Convention at which the winning councils will be receive State awards and the State
winners will, in turn, have their submissions forwarded
to Supreme to compete with other submissions from
around the world, winners from which would then receive the Supreme awards. This year we did not receive
an abundance of submissions and it is my intention to
promote this more vigorously and pragmatically for next
year’s convention. I am entirely confident that there are
many councils undertaking great programs, but for
which no submissions are being done. It is worth presenting your great works, dear Brothers, and a little
competition can also inspire Councils in their service of
programs.
Lastly, I earnestly entreat you to complete all the KC
forms required to be eligible for the Star Council award
which are detailed on this link - http://www.kofc.org/
en/members/programs/council-activities/star-councilaward.html. Remember that Star Council awards has
program requirements as well as membership and insurance goals. District Deputies, please review this with
your Councils to ensure their success and so you may
succeed in your goal of having a Star District. Should any
of you have any question, please contact me.

Vivat Jesus!
Fraternally,
W. Charles Russell
State Deputy
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Br. Gregory Amerongen, State Program Director
stateprogramdirector@kofc.ab.ca
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From the State Vocations Chairman

From the State Communications & PR Director

By John Leszkowicz

By Michael Anctil

H

rothers:

Inside the State Roster, on the second page after the
cover, there is a Council Officer’s Checklist. About two
thirds down the page there is a reminder of applying
for the Refund in Support of Vocations Program, also
known by the acronym RSVP. Due at Supreme between April 1 and June 30, form No. 2863 can be used
by Councils or Assemblies. The RSVP is something you
should assign to your Council’s Vocations Chairman
who works under the guidance of your Council’s
Church Director. The way it works is quite simple:
Councils or Assemblies are rewarded for supporting a
seminarian, or a novice or postulant by getting a 20%
refund from Fraternal Services at Supreme. You can
support any novice, postulant or seminarian in Canada, they do not need to be from your particular Parish or Diocese. Liaise with your local convents or Diocesan Associations to obtain a list of religious in
need of assistance from. Ensure your Council closely
follows the guidelines established by Supreme (see
the links near the end of this article) in order to qualify for the refund…here are some highlights:
Donations to the seminarian must be at least $500
per recipient (no splitting of donation is allowed with
another person). Typically, the donation is made directly to the novice, postulant or seminarian. Send in
a copy of the cancelled cheque (both front and back
of the cheque) along with the application from the
Council. If the novice, postulant or seminarian insist
that the donation (s) be made to the convent or seminary and not them, a note of thanks from themselves
to the Council including the amount of the donation
must be sent along with the Council’s application. In
this case, do not send the original cancelled cheque
payable to the convent or seminary to Supreme. To
issue a plaque or plaque sticker, Supreme also needs
a “thank-you” letter from the novice seminarian,
showing they received the monies and amount. Supreme will issue the 20% refund even if no moral support is submitted, provided the copy of the cancelled
cheque. DO not worry too much about the June 30
deadline. Supreme will process the application pro(Continued on page 14)
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ello Brothers,

I want to use this State Affairs report to thank Brother
Tony Lemay for his many years of service to our jurisdiction as our State Archive Chairman. Tony has decided to retire from this portfolio. Again thank you
Brother Tony we appreciate all your work as Archive
Chairman. With Tony’s retirement we will require a
Brother Knight to replace Tony at the end of this Columbium year.
I asked Tony to provide a brief description of the duties of the State Archive Chairman. Tony said that this
portfolio would be best suited for a Brother Knight
who is retired and lives in the Edmonton area. AFROG
(Archivist From Religious Organization Groups) holds
about 3 -4 meetings a year in various locations. These
meetings all start at noon and may be held at the Provincial Archive of Alberta, Pastoral Centre and OMI in
St. Albert to name a few.
The duties would be to attend these meetings and
provide proper archive information to these groups
on behalf of the State Knights of Columbus.
Brother Tony has provided his phone number if
you’re interested and would like more information 1780-474-8102.
Please let me know if you’re interested in this portfolio. communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
I reported in the February State Affairs that we’re creating a new State website. It’s taking longer to launch
than we first anticipated but we’re still looking for
more information that benefits the entire jurisdiction.
If you’re a State Director or you have information that
would be of interest to all Brother Knights please
send it to me ASAP. Please watch for this new site and
please visit www.kofc.ab.ca often and look around at
all the information that is available to you with just a
few clicks. Thank you to all the State Communications
& PR Team. We’ll hear to assist you with your entire
communications requirements.
State Technology Chairman – Joseph Duenas
Photographer – John Luk – Calgary / Assistant Tech(Continued on page 11)
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Basketball Free Throw Competition. Speaker
State Secretary Vince R. Reyes

Next Issue:

Two pictures above caption:
We welcome with open arms 57 new Brother
Knights during the Edmonton Admission (1st) Degree Exemplifications held on Feb 13th at St. Joseph High School, on February 28th at St. Joseph
College and on March 12th at St. Joseph High
School. Hats off to the Team Captains Brother Paul

Highlights and
pictures to come of the
2016 Annual State Convention, to be held in Calgary
on
May 6, 7 & 8, 2016.

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg
format to the State Office via email at:
stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Please provide a brief description of the picture you are sending.
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56th Annual State Curling Bonspiel
Hosted by Father Leduc Council #7061
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Alberta Northwest Territories
Knights of Columbus
th
56 Annual State Curling Bonspiel
Hosted by Father Leduc Council #7061
Winners
Men’s 1st – Council 6363
Brent Potvin
Brian Spencer
Bob Sego
Emil DeMiliano

Men’s 2nd – Council 12446
Bill Werbowski
Rod Beitel
Dennis Benassi
Bryan Buaz

Mixed 1st – Council 3437
Kevin Baska
Karen Bernes
Callista Baska
Matthew Bernes

Mixed 2nd – Council 7070
Gary Kelemen
Genevieve Kelemen
Danita Power
Pat Power

Masters 1st – Council 10014
Don Beer
Ray Despins
Bob McKenzie
Guy Fortier

Masters 2nd – Council 8325
George Pouliot
Pat Burant
Richard Cochrane
Pat Roth

Fraternal – Council 3437
Kevin Baska
Karen Bernes
Callista Baska
Matthew Bernes
Annual Curling Cabinet Door Prize – Danita Power
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From the Charitable Foundation

From the State Family Coordinator

By Wally Streit, President

By Sal Ficaccio

A

copy of our revised By-Laws has been sent to
all Grand Knights in anticipation of our AGM at the
State Convention. Directors Brian Day and Jeff Neumann will review the pertinent changes and move
acceptance. One of the changes stipulates that all
Board members are expected to assist with fund
raising activities. Following ratification at our AGM,
the revised By-Laws will be submitted for Government approval.
We are pleased to confirm that progress is being
made with the number of pledged Councils, under
our Catch the Spirit campaign, is now 95. We are
grateful to these Councils who have really made a
difference. The Greater Edmonton area now has 31
(+2) and the Greater Calgary area now has 18(+4).
There are several Calgary Councils working on
pledges. We will continue our efforts to have all
able councils added to the list of pledged Councils.
Just as it is fair for you to expect your ACF Board
members to work hard to achieve our goals, it is
only fair to participating councils that all able Councils do their part and make a pledge to their Charitable Foundation. The list of pledged Councils will
be displayed at the Convention.
Once again we will have a table at the Convention –
you will find us by one of our banners. We will be
delighted to talk about your Council pledge or your
personal pledge or just drop by and visit – we welcome your ideas and input.
Wally N. Streit
President ACF

I

would like to thank all Councils, Grand Knights
and Brother Knights that have participated in this
worthy program. More Councils are participating
and encouraging families and parish to work together for the glory of God.
Our goal is to integrate “Building the Domestic
Church While Strengthening Our Parish”, which
will strengthen both our parishes and our families.
The booklet “Building the Domestic Church: The
Family Fully Alive” (10162 9/15) is a valuable asset
in reaching our goal of family and church. The
guidelines and suggestions in this booklet are a
wonderful tool in helping you to attain and nominate your “Family of the Month”. Please take a few
minutes of your time to utilize this booklet.
Keep up the great work, for this is a very valuable
program.
Vivat Jesus!

Respectfully submitted,
Sal Ficaccio
State Family Coordinator
(Continued from page 7, State Communications and PR Director)

nology Chairman
Photography – Edmonton – Lito Soco
Photography – Red Deer/Central – Adam LaGrange
Archives Chairman – Tony Lemay
State Webmaster – Mike Duddy
God Bless.
Michael Anctil
Communications & PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
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From the State Membership Director
By Ken Kluchky
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From the State Council Director

From the State Ceremonial Development Chairman

By Bill S. Potvin

By Ron Schuster

B

ELP

WE NEED COUNCILS TO STEP FORWARD AND HOST
ONE OF OUR THREE SPORTING EVENTS THAT WE
HOLD ANNUALLY. GOLF, CURLING AND HOCKEY.

Bill Potvin
State Council Coordinator
From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brother Knights,

I hope all Brother Knights and their families had a
very Blessed Easter.
This will be the last monthly Council meeting before
our Annual Convention in the beginning of May, so
please bring up the Pennies for Heaven donation.
Your Grand Knight can present it at the 2016 Convention.
Please call or email me if you have any fund raising
ideas or functions that I can help promote for your
Council.
For donations, please make your cheques payable
to:
Alberta K of C State Office and mail to:
#4, 5579 47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1

rother Knights All

You will be receiving this State Affairs after the
Easter Season, therefore please accept my belated
a Blessed Easter to you are your family.
Since my last correspondence to the State Affairs
and to all Brother Knights, we have been able to
secure a number of new Second Degree teams in
the Jurisdiction as well as some new CO’s for the
Third Degree in training.
To all the DD’s and the GK’s who worked so diligently to have this done please accept my most sincere THANKS for a working with the Ceremonial
Team to accomplish this most important aspect to
our Order. Without your dedication to the Order
this would certainly would have been more difficult.
As I had indicated in my last correspondence, I had
indicated that I was would try to make it out to as
many Councils as possible and I have visited a number of Councils, put on bunch of miles on my vehicle, travelled with a few DD’s to visit there Councils
and was well greeted by all and I thank you for your
kind and generous time to address the Br. Knights
of Your Councils. Time does not permit one person
to be everywhere, but we all do the best we can a
Volunteer for a GREAT Fraternal Organization.
Again THANKS for all your hard and dedicated work
you bring to the Order.
God Bless you and you’re Family

Fraternally yours,

Brian Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman
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Br. Ron Schuster
Ceremonial Development Chair
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From the State Community Director

E

By Philip Birch

very community has its unique needs. For the
Knights of Columbus, whose first principle is charity,
finding ways to help those in need in their communities
is a mission its members embrace. Through their good
works, whether it be bringing food to the hungry, warm
coats to the cold, wheelchairs to those who can't walk, or
any of the many programs conducted to help those in
need, the Knights of Columbus practices a charity that
evangelizes.
Over the past year many Councils have been engaged in
impact of the refugee crisis in the Middle East. Councils
have been working at finding homes, furniture, and
household items for those in need, as well as fund-raising
to assist refugees. At the same time Councils have been
working to meet the needs of others in our communities
through helping the homeless, women in need, and the
youth of our communities.

A number of \Councils have been actively engaged in the
featured programs of the Knights of Columbus: Habitat
for Humanity and the Global Wheelchair Mission. I am
aware of at least one Council that has donated time, talent and treasure to Habitat of Humanity, and one council
that has raised and shipped wheelchairs to Jamaica, being
personally involved in their distribution as part of an ongoing mission to build homes there.
Additional Community Activity Programs that councils
have been involved in, some without much fanfare but
which are important to the community include:
Planting trees in your community.
Organize a community beautification project.
Hosting a Mass to honor law enforcement
oﬃcials, firefighters and paramedics.
♦ Inviting your police chief and/or oﬃcers to a
Council meeting to get their views of how your
council may help the problems facing your community
♦ Providing tutors and raise money to battle adult
illiteracy.
♦ Adopting a highway.
♦
♦
♦

The submissions to the State Awards program indicate
that Councils, small and large, have been involved in
their communities. On behalf of the State Council, I
would like to thank each Council and Council member
for their involvement in Community Activities.
Respectfully submitted,
Phil Birch
State Community Director
Page 14

(Continued from page 7, State Vocations Chairman)

vided it is properly filled out and the required copies
of back up documents are in order.
The completion of Section II Moral Support Information of the application must be completed as outlined
on the back of the form. The support detailed there
must be something tangible not just an expression of
support through prayers of the Council. This may include:
● Correspondence between Council and postulant /novice/ seminarian
● Personal visits to the religious residence or seminary
● InvitaUon of postulant /novice/ seminarian to
Council/Assembly events
The original copy of the RSVP application needs to be
sent to Supreme and a copy also needs to be sent to
me via the State Office or via e-mail, so that I can assist you if a question arises (I do not receive copies of
your Council’s or Assemblies documents from Supreme). I also keep track of all RSVP activity across
the province and I submit a report that usually gets
printed within the Annual State Convention business
section package given to all voting delegates.
All of the Alberta Bishops would agree they need our
financial assistance for seminarians engaged in
priestly formation, study and discerning their call.
However, women who are novices or postulant in religious orders can also use a helping hand, as many of
them do not have funds apart from their education
and basic living.
Please consult the following link for more information
on the RSVP Program: http://www.kofc.org/un/en/
vocations/rsvp/ To obtain a copy of the RSVP Refund
and Plaque Application form 2863, here is a handy
link:
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/
rsvp_refund2863_p.pdf
Vivat Jesus,
John Leszkowicz,
State Vocations Chairman
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SECOND &THIRD DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION SCHEDULE
(Second and Third Degree Are Stand Alone Dates)
2015 – 2016
♦ Second and Third Degree Together
NOTE DATE CORRECTION **
DATE

LOCATION –
EDMONTON

LO LOCATION
CO CORDINATOR

DEGREE
TEAM

C.O.

FP

SECOND DEGREE
October 31, 2015

DD 13 Manuel Ibasco

Jan 23, 2016

DD 11 Nick Motkoski

April 16, 2016

DD 13 Manuel Ibasco

THIRD DEGREE
Nov 21, 2015
Feb 20, 2016
April 30, 2016
DATE

LOCATION CALGARY

DD 15 Gerard Korte
DD 18 Dennis
Powlowski
DD 16 Rufus
Awharitoma
LOCATION COORDINATOR

DEGREE
TEAM

G. Woodlock

G. Woodlock

G. Woodlock

G. Woodlock

G. Woodlock

G. Woodlock

C.O.

FP

W. Muscoby

G. Lazzaretto
Martin
McDonald
Martin
McDonald

SECOND DEGREE

**March 30, 2016

DD 28 Kevin
Drozdowski
DD 29 William Lungal

*May 28, 2016

DD 25 Al Sander

Jan 9, 2016

Calgary
Calgary
Calgary

THIRD DEGREE
DD 26 Sal Ficaccio
DD 31 Martin
McDonald

Nov 10, 2015
Jan 16, 2016

W. Muscoby

DD 32 Mike Subasic

**April 6, 2016
*May 28, 2016

DD 33 Ross
Szentmiklossy
LOCATION COORDINATOR

DATE

LOCATION

*Oct 17, 2015

Edson

*Nov 17, 2015

Bonnyville

GK Allain Cote

*Mar 13, 2016

Lethbridge

DD 37 Andy Soshalski

April 2, 2016

Red Deer

DD22 Morris Sych

W. Muscoby

DEGREE
TEAM
Nazareno
Sherwood
Park
Lethbridge

C.O.

FP

G. Woodlock

G.Woodlock

G. Woodlock

G.Woodlock

G. Lazzaretto

G. Lazzaretto

W. Muscoby

G. Lazzaretto

Fort McMurray, 2016
Fort Smith 2016
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
prayers:
Sadly we inform all Knights of the passing
of Sir Knight Frederick W Nash of Council
#8314, St. Nicholas. Let us pray for his soul
and for all grieving his passing.
♦ Please pray for the repose of the soul of Sir
Knight Grand Stang who passed away.
Pray also for his wife and family that they
can have peace.

ANNUAL STATE GOLF HOSTED BY BROTHER
ANTHONY COUNCIL 10014

♦

Saturday, June 25, 2016
Cardiff Golf and Country Club, Cardiff, AB
Registration Deadline: To be determined
Contacts:
Denis Halyk @ (780) 459-9336

2016 STATE ANNUAL CURLING BONSPIEL
This event is now complete

2016 STATE ANNUAL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
This event is now complete
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Western Catholic Reporter
“Keep up with the Western Catholic Reporter
(WCR) as we continue bringing the Gospel to bear
on current issues in the Church in 2015!”
“The Knights have long realized the importance of
the Catholic press in keeping Catholics informed
about Church teaching and news, and in helping to
build Catholic community. A one-year subscription
to the WCR sent to an Alberta address is $35.
Cheques (made payable to Catholic Archdiocese of
Edmonton) or credit card information (Visa or
MasterCard) can be sent to the Western Catholic
Reporter, 8421—101 Avenue, Edmonton, T6A 0L1,
or you can phone 780-424-1557 or you can subscribe using our website, www.wcr.ab.ca.”

Glen Argan, Editor of WCR
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(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)

tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“Remember to complete and send in
to Supreme, all the necessary
paperwork”

W. Charles Russell

T

s I am writing this message, I just realized
that it has been almost a year since I was appointed
State Deputy. Time flies when you are busy!
We still have five weeks to go until the end of our Fraternal Year. To date, we have 14 Councils that have
met their Membership & Insurance targets for Star
Councils. Another 37 Councils are missing one or two
Members and/or Insurance members.
Remember to complete and send in to Supreme all
the necessary paperwork. (Form #185, #365, #1295,
#1728, #SP-7). Check and double check that they have
been sent.

“Where was God in all of this? He was
right there as he always is, at ground zero,
with all of humanity, walking with us,
every step of the way, inspiring our hearts
to be His hands and feet here in the world”
Fr. Jim Corrigan

Z od does indeed draw straight with crooked lines
at times. When we consider the challenges faced in
recent years by residents of Slave Lake (fire), Calgary
and High River (water) and Fort McMurray (fire) all
within very recent memory, it certainly gives us food
for thought. It is often during tragedies, tempests and
traumas such as these that humanity may ask questions such as; where is God in all of this? For those
directly affected in a negative way the question might
be; why does God let these things happen? These are
reasonable thoughts during trying times. Often they
are an expression of grieving or mourning for that
which has been lost, be it life, freedom or possessions.

Over the past year, I have had requests from Councils
that they would like to have training for the Council
Officers. I have planned to hold District Deputy duties,
responsibilities and accountability training in Calgary
and Edmonton on July 19 and 26 respectively, Council
Officers training on July 20 and 27 respectively and

Brothers, let us use Fort McMurray as a prime example of where God is in all of this. At the time of the
emergency, very short notice evacuation of close to
90,000 men and women and children from the City of
Fort McMurray and surrounding communities, the
fire that blazed literally out of control was about
180,000 Hectares. This, I believe is the equivalent of
about 180 square kilometres. This is truly a massive
blaze and we know now that it is much larger. Where
was God in all of this? There was a vast loss of property, but not nearly what there could have been. The
major plants in the region were largely unaffected by
damage. But perhaps, where was God in all of this,

(Continued on page 2)

(Continued on page 9)

All new Grand Knights and Youth Leaders in the Councils must take and complete the Praesidium Program
in order to have Youth Programs in the Council.
You go on line and register at www.kofc.org.

From the State Secretary
By Vince R. Reyes

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

Y

irst and foremost, I am immensely thankful and
grateful to all the Voting Delegates of the 106th Annual
State Council Meeting, held at the Westin Hotel in Calgary on May 6, 7 and 8, 2016, for their trust and confidence in unanimously electing me as your State Secretary for Columbian Year 2016-2017.
As well, it was a privilege and I am deeply honored to be
elected as an Insurance Delegate to the 134th Supreme
Convention to be held in Toronto, Canada on August 2,
3 and 4, 2016. The first time I was a Delegate to the Supreme Convention was in August 2002 in Anaheim, California. The rest of the elected delegates are: Brothers
Jeremy Sit, Ken Kluchky, J. Florent Duguay, Fr. James
Holland, Andrey Soshalski, Ron Bichel and Patrice Roussel.
Congratulations to my fellow State Executive Officers
who were also re-elected: State Deputy W. Charles Russell, State Treasurer Ferdie Mendita, State Advocate
Gaston Launiere and State Warden John Onyskiw. Just
like the current fraternal year, the other members of the
State Executive Board for Columbian Year 2016-2017
are State Chaplain Fr. Jim Corrigan and IPSD William
Smith. We look forward to a more fruitful and enjoyable year!
As the State Secretary, I was invited, together with State
Membership Director Ken Kluchky and State Program
Director Michael Isakeit, to attend the 2016-2017 Supreme Council Membership Meeting to be held on June
18, 2016 at the Dallas/Fort Worth (DFW) Airport Marriott North. State Advocate Gaston Launiere was also
invited but will be attending a special training session
for State Advocates. In view of travel time, I will be coming home late the evening of June 19 which is Father’s
Day!
After this, the District Deputies Organizational Meeting
and Installation of State Executive Board Officers and
District Deputies will take place from June 24 to 26,
2016 at the Westin Hotel in Edmonton.
During the State Convention Memorial Mass on May 8,
2016, I was given the enviable task of reading the names
of 216 departed brother Knights, four of whom were
Priests, in a very solemn and touching ceremony. This is
a reminder to all of us that we are mortals – which we
do not know when, how and where our final time here
(Continued on page 7)
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Council Recruiting and Retention Training on July 21
and 28 respectively. Additional similar training has
been tentatively planned for the Lethbridge, Medicine
Hat areas in October or November. Guy Precourt,
MPC, will be at these sessions.
I have appointed Gregory Amerongen to a newly created position – “State Young Adult Coordinator”. Greg
will be responsible to get this program of the ground.
The purpose of this group of 18 to 35 year old Members from various Councils is to get them engaged in
programs that interest them. We have Members in
Edmonton, Calgary, Lethbridge and other towns and
cities who have expressed an interest in such a program. These Members will remain in their current
Councils but will communicate with and through Greg
and set up separate programs.
Father Jim has consented to write a 12 month Formation Program starting in July 2016. Worthy Grand
Knights, I urge you to plan to hold at least one meeting during July and August. You can have a short 30
minute meeting, followed by a BBQ or a golf game or
whatever other activity you wish to do. You will be
surprised as to how many Members will how up in
the Summer who are away during the Winter months.
I am also looking for potential Trainers in various
parts of the Province. Again this is a new position.
These Individuals would be seasoned Members who
would mentor Council Executives in their area. Anyone interested in becoming a Council Mentor, please
contact me at StateDeputy@kofc.ab.ca.
Wishing you all a Safe and Happy Summer. Please
keep our Brother Knights in the Fort McMurray Councils in your prayers. A number of them have lost
their homes.
Vivat Jesus !
W. Charles Russell
State Deputy
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Gaston Launière

By John W. Onyskiw

“YOU’LL BE HAPPIER IF YOU WILL GIVE PEOPLE A BIT
OF YOUR HEART RATHER THAN A PIECE OF YOUR
MIND.” Dr. Alan Zimmerman

T

nother State Convention just went by and
this Columbian Year is almost over. Thanks to all who
attended our recent 2016 State Convention in Calgary
this past month!
I would like to thank all my Brother Knights for the
trust and confidence they placed in me this past year
as I have not had the opportunity to express my appreciation until now. I maintain that I will enjoy the
same opportunity at the next year`s Convention in
Edmonton. I look forward to continue serving our jurisdiction to the best of my ability this Columbian
Year.
I, also, would like to thank my Resolutions Committee
members for their time and consideration in discussing, assessing and recommending actions on all Resolutions after careful, sincere and thoughtful deliberation, and the Convention attendees for their patience
and understanding in handling the Resolutions.
Now the Resolutions that require further approval
will go to Supreme and be part of the Resolutions that
will be discussed at the Annual Supreme Convention
in Toronto this coming August.
As your State Advocate, I was invited by our Supreme
HQ to attend the annual meeting of State Advocates
together with the State Secretaries and State Membership and Program Directors, on June 17-19, 2016
at the Dallas/ Fort Worth (DFW) Airport Marriott. The
State Advocates will receive a special training session
to be presided by the Supreme Advocate and his
team on many important issues, including:
Important developments in the Safe Environment Program
♦ The continuing viability of home corporations
in light of the Supreme Knight's new “Building
the Domestic Church” initiative
♦ The Non-Partisan Voter Registration Program
♦

(Continued on page 9)
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g

his past year I have had the opportunity to serve
you as your State Warden. At our Annual State Convention I was again elected to serve as your State Warden
for the next Columbian year to which I am very grateful
of the trust you have placed in me to continue serving in
this position. I will do my very best in assisting the State
Board and our Brother Knights in the upcoming Columbian year as we endeavor to make your Jurisdiction the
best in the Order.
One of my responsibilities at the Annual State Convention is ensuring all protocols are followed. I must admit
being the State Warden at the convention is very different than being a delegate or attending in another capacity. I have come to realize there are deficiencies or a
relaxing of protocols that need to be addressed.
My sincere thanks for your support and warm hospitality during this past year. As I travelled throughout the
jurisdiction, I experienced true fraternity and unity along
with a real sense of commitment to carrying out Father
McGivney’s vision of serving our God, our Church, families, and our fellowman.
In a few weeks the new Columbian year will be upon us.
However we must continue to move forward during the
summer months. Not everyone is away on vacation all
summer. The Council’s elected Executive Officers should
have their initial meeting in July to set the direction for
the New Year. If you wait until September to set your
Council’s year’s activities, budget, etc. you will fall behind a couple of months. I have a picture in my office of
a huge wave and the caption below – “Do It Now You
become successful the minute you start moving toward
a worthwhile goal!” I look at it every day… but how appropriate for our Order.
Congratulations to all those members elected to their
Council Executives and also those elected to the local
Chapters. I look forward to working with you all in the
new Columbian year.
I also extend congratulations to State Deputy Charles
Russell and the rest of the State Board Members who
have been re-elected for the next Columbian Year 201617.
On behalf of my family and myself, I wish you all a safe
and relaxing summer.
John Onyskiw
State Warden
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From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Ken Kluchky

U

rother Knights, A VERY IMPORTANT
MESSAGE.
I received the letter below from Neil Bouvier, who was
one of our agents in the Edmonton area for over 7 years.
Neil was promoted to a General Agent for the Southern
Region of Ontario in April of 2011. I received this email
from Neil which helps explain one of our fraternal benefits that sets us apart from the commercial world.
Gentlemen,
Today I received Laure-Emmanuelle's $750 death benefit, which as you know, is a fraternal benefit offered to
our Brother Knights and their wives whose child is stillborn.
For me, the check for $750 isn't really about the money.
It's about something much more. It's about someone,
an organization of people in this case, recognizing
Laure-Emmanuelle for what she was, a little baby girl
embraced by God. Because of this, her little candle now
shines a little bit brighter.
This fraternal benefit is an expression of caring and love
and I am grateful for the message that it brings. It's a
special thing to be a part of an organization that seeks
to comfort.
One of the things that Myriam and I think about is the
importance of honoring Laure-Emmanuelle. Part of the
proceeds from the death benefit will be donated to the
St. Joseph's Healthcare - Stillbirth Memorial Fund. They
are a small, under-funded volunteer organization for
parents who have just given birth to a stillborn.
The rest of the proceeds will help to establish something that memorializes our daughter's life, and her
connection to ours. What that will be, I don't know yet.
Today, more than any other day, I learned the true
value of our fraternal benefits.
I am sharing this with you today in the hopes that it
may shine a new light on the importance of what you
do - a noble cause if ever there was one.
Sincerely,

Neil Bouvier,
General Agent, Southern Ontario
Submitted by,
Marc Bouchard, GA
Alberta/NWT
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t is with much gratitude that I express thanks to
our leaders and members for your consistent and persistent efforts in growing your Councils and the Order. You
have been busy with your many recruitment and program activities. Many new Brother Knights have been
added to your rosters after the many Admission Degree
ceremonials conducted by your Councils. Let’s keep up
the good works.
Congratulations to those Councils that have already
achieved Star Council membership and insurance quotas. Many of you in your Councils are very close, having
to add 1 or 2 or 3 members in membership and/or insurance. You know who you are and you and I know you
can achieve your goal before the end of June. Make this
goal a fundraising activity to earn the Supreme Council
credit of $4.50 per billable member.
Ensure that the following Forms are submitted to Supreme to qualify for awards: Supreme will accept Forms
365 and 1728 late.
♦ Service Program Personnel Report , FORM #365,
due August 1, 2016
♦ Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity, FORM
#1728, due January 31, 2016
♦ Columbian Award Report FORM #SP7, due June
30, 2016
Having done these things, your Council will receive the
STAR COUNCIL Plaque, the lapel pins and the Supreme
Council credit. Also, be proud that your Council has
achieved its annual goals.
Remember the RECRUITERS $2000.00 JACKPOT !!!
Sponsor more members for more entries in the draw
which will be made in July.
I also wish to share some very good news with you. Your
efforts till now have helped AB/NWT State achieve the
Supreme Council quota of 805 and the Circle of Honor.
State Deputy Charles Russell will be acknowledged at
the Supreme Convention for this achievement. Congratulations to all our Worthy Brothers and sincere
thanks for your efforts and activities.
May many blessings be given onto you and your loved
ones.
Vivat Jesus!
Ken Kluchky
State Membership Director
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From the Father McGivney Guild

From the State Program Director

By Wiliam J. Smith

By Gregory Amerongen

U

rother Knights, Spouses and Family:

Last month we had our Annual Convention Memorial
Mass for deceased members of the Alberta/NWT
Knights of Columbus for the past year. The Father
McGivney Guild takes special care of our families by saying masses for our deceased members and their families. By joining the guild we can have names of friends
and family members added to this list. Daily masses are
dedicated to members listed by members of the guild.
The Guild should be an obligation by our members by
promoting the Canonization of Father McGivney by applying for membership. Membership is open to not only
members of the Knights of Columbus, but our family and
friends. Financial donations can be made to the McGivney Foundation. The following is an excerpt from the
Supreme website.
“The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild serves as a
source for information about the life, works and spirituality of Father McGivney. The Guild distributes informational materials about him, receives reports of favors
granted through his intercession and oversees the distribution of relics. Guild members receive regular updates
on the progress of Father McGivney's cause for canonization and are invited to participate in promoting devotion to this Servant of God. Members of the Knights of
Columbus are not automatically Guild members and
must elect to join the Guild. The Father Michael J.
McGivney Guild Newsletter is published bimonthly except July- August, and is sent free to Guild members.
To join the Guild, fill in and submit this form online or
email. http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/
contact/register.html
Please note that the year 2015 – 2016 is coming to a
close. Please complete your forms for Star Council. The
forms are the Columbian Award form SP-7, Annual Survey 1728 and your semi-annual audit 1295. Please send
in your form 185 listing your new officers for the year
2016-2017. If the Officers are all remaining in their current positions, Supreme does not know this until you tell
them.
Have a safe and fun family summer. Vivat Jesus!
William J Smith, IPSD Alberta/NWT
Father McGivney Guild Chairman
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W

ear Worthy Brothers,

Truly, it has been a unique blessing to have served you
and our jurisdiction in the capacity as the State Program
Director and I am at once indebted to Worthy State
Deputy Charles for confirming Worthy State Deputyelect Grant Mann’s intention for me to serve in this role.
For their trust I am deeply grateful. I am further grateful
to the Program Coordinators and Chairmen for their
great work for fostering participation in programs by all
of the Worthy Grand Knights and their Councils with the
abiding support of their District Deputies. Well done,
Brother Knights!
In addition, I must pay tribute to Past SPD Dean Rombough who provided me with very helpful information
and advice concerning my responsibilities. At the same
time, my conscience compels me to acknowledge our
State Executive Secretary, Shauna LaGrange, whose
knowledge, efficiency, professionalism, candor, and
kindness contribute significantly to the remarkable operations of this jurisdiction. Lastly, I would like to thank
our State Chaplain Jim Corrigan for his fraternal charity
and sagacity. I sincerely hope that my service to you,
dear Brothers, has been helpful and not negligent even
as a novice in this position.
Congratulations once again to the State Program Award
winners as well as the Knight and Family of the Year! I
certainly share in the hope for the success of our Supreme Program winners whose program submissions
were forwarded to Supreme. Additionally, I heartily encourage more Councils to make submissions next year,
importantly noting that it is vital to present your submissions in their proper form, using binders and including
the required materials (photographs, commentaries,
and supporting information such as newsletters etc.).
Your district deputy and/or my successor should gladly
provide you with more information as needed.
Lastly, as with my previous newsletter submission, I
once again earnestly ask you to complete all the KC
forms required to be eligible for the Star Council award
which are detailed on this link - http://www.kofc.org/
en/members/programs/council-activities/star-councilaward.html.
Remember that Star Council awards have program re(Continued on page 8)
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From the State Vocations Chairman

From the State Communications & PR Director

By John Leszkowicz

By Michael Anctil

RSVP forms due at Supreme on June 30

U

rothers:

In the April issue I talked about the details of the Refund in Support of Vocations Program, also known by
the acronym RSVP. Due at Supreme June 30, form
No. 2863 can be used by Councils or Assemblies. The
form asks that you copy your State Vocations Chairman. To save you additional postage, scan it and send
it as an attachment via email to me at the email address at the end of my article.
All of the Alberta Bishops would agree they need our
financial assistance for seminarians engaged in
priestly formation, study and discerning their call.
However, women who are novices or postulant in religious orders can also use a helping hand, as many of
them do not have funds apart from their education
and basic living. Shortly after last September’s Sisters
Night I received a note from Sister Theresa Smith,
who is the current Leader of the Local Assembly of
Women Religious in Calgary, advising me that Christina Hemens of Okotoks, Alberta was discerning a religious life with the Congregation of the Sisters of Our
Merciful Jesus. Sister Theresa gave me Christina’s
email address which I pass along here: christinahemens@gmail.com Last week Christina sent me an
email saying that she has been formally accepted by
the order and will be entering on September 15th.
Christina is eligible for your Council’s RSVP support.
Please email her directly to initiate. There is nothing
wrong with more than one council or assembly supporting Christina via the RSVP.
Brothers. for more information on the RSVP Program:
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/vocations/rsvp/ To obtain a copy of the RSVP Refund and Plaque Application form 2863, here is a handy link: http://
www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/
rsvp_refund2863_p.pdf
Vivat Jesus!
John Leszkowicz,
State Vocations Chairman
Alberta / NWT State Council Knights of Columbus
E-mail: vocationschairman@kofc.ab.ca
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n 2013, the State Communications Team undertook the task of redesigning the state website with the
intent of boosting readership and increase content submissions. We wanted to make the website easy to use,
and so we put commonly requested items such as forms
and photos in locations that made it easy for our members to locate.
In 2014, we used technology from Google to get a
deeper understanding of our users, and we used this
information to re-design parts of our website and improved interactivity. Again in 2015 we used analytics,
combined with feedback from our members and the
Supreme Council to develop a video gallery right within
our website.
With these advancements, as well as the march of time
we began running into limitations with our current
framework for our website. Unfortunately, the framework that we used is no longer in development. Security
continues to be a concern and the further we go without an upgraded framework, the more at risk we are for
being hacked. Finally, as web technology continues to
evolve, some features of our website will enter obsolescence. We have already seen this happen with the calendar functionality on our current website. In the end,
what this boils down to is that we are no longer able to
develop new features and expand our website on the
current website. In reality, over time, we will continue
to lose features that we already have.
So, with that in mind, we have designed an entirely new
website with a fresh, modern design that is even easier
to use. The re-organized menu at the top contains a link
to every critical page on the website, no more returning
to the home page to have to move between pages. A
large banner along the top of the home page delivers
the latest State news at a glance, and large, responsive,
feature buttons that provide quick and easy access to
our most visited information, regardless of the device
you are using. Our home page now greets prospective
members with the Alberta-Northwest Territories Knights
Story and directs them to pages that provide with more
information about our order, and our updated calendar
system presents the latest upcoming events in an easy
to follow format.
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

on Earth will end. This is also a reality check to us that
the demographics in the Knights of Columbus are evolving and changing. Very clearly, we need to recruit new,
young members to ensure the survival and growth of
our Order so that the legacy of the Venerable Fr. Michael J. McGivney will flourish for generations to come!
It is our moral obligation to recruit all Catholic gentlemen to our ranks, as what our Worthy Supreme Knight
Carl Anderson had said so many times before.

On behalf of Father Bonner Council #7599, Wally
Streit attended the Donation Depot for Edmonton
Emergency Relief Society on May 27th and presented a cheque for $500.00 to assist the Fort
McMurray evacuees. Wally was pleased to advise
folks that the Alberta Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation has donated on behalf of all
Brother Knights $10,000.00 to assist Fort
McMurray evacuees.

On May 12, I had the opportunity to attend the 9th Annual Alberta March for Life which started with a “Mass
for Life” at St. Joseph Basilica concelebrated by
Archbishop Richard Smith and his brother bishops from
across Alberta. This was followed by prayer and
speeches at Sir Winston Churchill Square, including one
from our Worthy State Deputy Charles Russell. Then, a
March included our Alberta bishops to the Alberta Legislature where our Worthy State Chaplain Fr. Jim Corrigan
delivered his eloquent Pro-life speech. Personally, it was
a worthwhile day to be a part of the many who ‘walked
the talk,’ even for a few hours. This positive and affirmative actions show that we are not afraid to stand up for
our rights and beliefs. At the end of the day, as knights,
let us continue to show our support in any way possible
to this event. The next March for Life is on May 11,
2017. For more information, go to
www.albertamarchforlife.com
As the current fraternal year draws to a close on June
30, in order to achieve the Star Council Award, ensure
that the following requirements are met: Service Program Personnel Report (Form #365), Annual Survey of
Fraternal Activity (Form #1728), Membership Quota,
Insurance Quota, Columbian Award (Form SP7) and all
council assessments are paid by June 30.
As we continue our journey, let us work together as One
Body, One Spirit, to always strive to be the very best
that we could ever be – for the glory of God, Church,
Country and Order!
My sincerest thanks and appreciation for everything!
May God bless us and our families!

March for Life:
State Deputy, Charles Russell
Membership Director, Ken Kluchky
State Advocate, Gaston Launiere
District Deputy #15, Ardie Korte
State Secretary, Vince R. Reyes
State Affairs, Volume 19, Number 6 June 2016

Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Secretary
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From the Charitable Foundation

From the State Community Director

By Wally Streit, President

By Philip Birch

b

ur revised By-Laws were approved at our AGM at
the State Convention. Over the summer months two of
our Directors will work on our Revised Policy Guidelines
and the Directors Handbook. As well, over the summer
other Directors will work to develop a new ACF brochure.
At our AGM we listed examples (from Lethbridge to and
including the NWT) of donations made recently on your
behalf and we added a $10,000 donation to the Fort
McMurray evacuees.
Meanwhile more Council’s have responded with Catch
the Spirit pledges over 5 years. We are pleased to advise
our overall campaign is just over $806,000. Congratulations to all Councils, Assemblies and Associations that
have made a pledge. We continue to work with all able
Councils and Assemblies that have not made a pledge.
As the remaining Councils make a pledge they will be
fair to the pledged Councils and we all get closer to our
goal.
This is “Charity in Action” on behalf of all Brother
Knights.
The pledges/gifts from Brother Knights, Councils and
Assemblies go on giving year after year as every $$
raised from the Catch the Spirit campaign goes to permanent capital.
Enjoy the summer.
Wally N. Streit – PSD
President – ACF

g

he big news on the Community Activities front,
at this time, is the Disaster in Fort McMurray. Assistance has been pouring in from all over the world,
from small individual donations to large corporate
donations.
The Knights of Columbus have been active in raising
and donating funds. The Supreme Council has made a
sizable donation, and your Alberta Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation has also made a significant
donation. Individual Knights from across Canada and
the U.S. have also made contributions. These donations will be forwarded through the St. Paul Diocese
to those in need.
Of course, individual Councils continue to be involved
in many local projects to support their communities,
such as helping refugees, the homeless and women in
need. I encourage Councils to continue their community involvement and to support Supreme’s major
projects.
I would like to thank all Councils for their community
activities involvement over the past two years, and
the State Council for their support.
Respectfully submitted,
Phil Birch
Community Director
From the State Council Director

By Bill S. Potvin

(Continued from page 5, State Program Director)

quirements as well as membership and insurance goals.
District Deputies, please review this with your Councils
to ensure their success and so you may succeed in your
goal of having a Star District. Should any of you have any
questions, please contact me prior to June 30th, 2016. In
closing, I wish my successor well and am entirely confident that he will excel in this privileged role under the
excellent leadership of our Worthy State Deputy Charles
Russell and his Worthy State Board with the continued
training and guidance of our MPC Guy Precourt.

HELP!!!!!!

Vivat Jesus!

Vivat Jesus!

Br. Gregory Amerongen,
State Program Director 2015-2016
stateprogramdirector@kofc.ab.ca

Bill Potvin
State Council Director
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We are still looking for Councils who wish to sponsor our sporting events.
Please contact myself for any further questions or if
your Council would like to help us with our sporting
events.
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(Continued from page 6, State Communications & PR Director)

At a DD Meeting in Calgary in 2014, we received comments that it was not possible to locate any specific
Councils on the website. After reviewing analytics for
demand and confirming this with the State Council,
we knew that this was a feature that we would have
to add. Unfortunately, with the old website framework, this was impossible. So, today we are pleased
to announce our new website will feature a Council
locator. This should help in directing new members,
and Brother Knights who are new to your community
straight to your Council, and because the Council locator is based on Google Maps technology, it features
Street View! This means that a prospective new member can see what your Council's parish looks like before they are even in your city or town!
Our updated photo summary layout for the photos
section allows you to preview the latest photo gallery
before actually visiting to view the whole gallery. This
is the same for the "latest news" section as well, giving you a short preview of articles before you visit
them to read the full article.
The calendar has been completely rebuilt to allow us
greater latitude in posting events and providing detail
about those events. The calendar also includes the
ability for a user to subscribe and allow the user be
alerted about all upcoming events from the State
automatically.
Finally, the new framework we have built the website
on is one of the largest, most widely supported
frameworks in the world. We should not have to
worry about another issue with an outdated and broken framework that causes obsolescence of our features. The new framework is easy to use for our website volunteers and provides better security than the
previous framework.

(Continued from page 3, State Advocate)

♦

Protecting the K of C brand in the modern social media era.

It is our intention to relay the valuable information
we learn from this session to the Organizational
Meeting of District Deputies to be held on June 25 26, 2016 at the Westin Edmonton.
And, if I do not see you at the District Deputy Meeting
in June, I would like to wish each and every one of
you and your families a safe and happy summer!
Vivat Jesus!
Gaston Launière
State Advocate / Avocat d’État
(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

most poignantly expressed. There was literally no loss
of life from this monster of a fire, now named the
Beast. Where was God in all of this? He was assisting
in the safe evacuation of a major hospital and numerous care and assisted care centers. He was giving the
evacuees the peace they needed not to panic and
cause potential chaos. God was keeping the hundreds
of fire fighters fighting the fire safe from harm. Where
was God in all of this? Painful as it was to watch from
afar never mind being directly affected as an evacuee,
God was presenting humanity with the opportunity to
truly love one another as we want to be loved. The
outpouring of humanitarian aid, finances and, volunteer person power has not been equaled in this region. The money donated to the Red Cross had been
noted to be one of the largest aid efforts in Red Cross
history.

We are hoping to launch the new website in late May
or early June depending on content availability. Be
sure to check it out at http://kofc.ab.ca.

Where was God in all of this? He was right there as he
always is, at ground zero, with all of humanity, walking with us, every step of the way, inspiring our hearts
to be His hands and feet here in the world. Brothers,
as always, our Lord is right here, right now. Thank you
dear Jesus for keeping your children safe in such perilous circumstances. Another very visible sign of your
presence here and now until you come again in glory.

Michael Duddy
State Website Director

Father Jim Corrigan
State Chaplain
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From the State Family Coordinator
By Sal Ficaccio

Z

rand Knights and Brother Knights,

Iit is time to reflect and take stock, to assess how
our Council has done in the “Building the Domestic
Church While Strengthening Our Parish”. Our Supreme Knight Carl Anderson has encouraged all of
our Councils and Brother Knights to utilize the
guidebook “Building the Domestic Church: The
Family Fully Alive” (10162/15), as Pope Francis is
encouraging all of us to redouble our efforts to
strengthen family life. I would like to share with you
the “Consecration to the Holy Family” prayer composed by our Supreme Chaplain Archbishop Williams E. Lori
O Lord Jesus
you lived in the home of Mary and Joseph in Nazareth.
There you grew in age, wisdom and grace
as you prepared to fulfill your mission
as our Redeemer.
We intrust our family to you.
O Blessed Mary,
you are the mother of our Savior.
At Nazareth you cared for Jesus
and nurtured him in the peace and joy of your home.
We entrust our family to you.
O Saint Joseph,
you provided a secure and loving home for Jesus and Mary,
and gave us a model of fatherhood
while showing us the dignity of work.
We entrust our family to you.

and to live in peace all our days.
Keep us strong in faith, persevering in prayer,
diligent in our work, and generous toward those in need.
May our home, O Holy Family,
truly become a domestic church
where we reflect your example in our daily life. Amen.
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us!
Brother Knights it is never too late to start. We
are the right arm of the Church, and as leaders
let us prove that we are worthy of such title.
We are the protector of Family.
Please take a few minutes of your time to nominate a worthy family in your Council as the
“Family of the Month”. By filling the form
(1993A) and submitting to Supreme Council
and State Council the nominee could be the recipient at the Supreme or State Level Award. A
wonderful achievement.
Keep up the great work, for this is a very valuable program in keeping our Family and our
Brother Knights involved in our Church, Councils and Community.
Have a wonderful and safe summer.
Vivat Jesus!
Respectfully submitted,
Sal Ficaccio
State Family Coordinator

Holy Family
we consecrate ourselves and our family to you.
May we be completely united
in love that is lasting, faithful
and open to the gift of new life.
Help us to grow in virtue,
to forgive one another from our hearts,
Page 10
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From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

From the State Ceremonial Development Chairman

By Gary T. Sherman

By Ron Schuster

[

ello Brothers all,

As the Columbian year 2015—2016 comes to a close I
wish to thank all of the Councils that have participated in the Marian Hour of Prayer Program. Please
pass on to your new successor's of your Council team,
the information they need to book this program in
their Parish, Council Mass or Meeting. Last year the
State Knights of Columbus gave away two icons from
the previous years prayer program. Every program
your Council participates in, gives your Council another chance to win an icon the next time we draw.
This is over and above your Councils blessings and
graces for holding this event.
May God Bless,
Gary T. Sherman
Marian hour of Prayer
From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Brian Strawford

j

orthy Brother Knights,

Thank-you to all Brother Knights for all your thoughts
and prayers for me. On to our 106th Annual State Convention, there were 31 Councils donations and with the
Pennies for Heaven bucket. The total was $11,497.46
raised. God Bless all for there generosity.
I look forward to working with all Brother Knights in the
upcoming Columbian year. I thank all for your ongoing
support for Vocations through the Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Program.
Please make cheques payable to the Alberta K of C State
Council Office and send it to:
#4, 5579 47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1

U

rother Knights, All,

I would like to take this time to congratulate
Brother Charles Russell as your State Deputy for the
next Columbian year. As you all know I ran as well
for this position, although not successful, the message I brought to the floor of Unity and Fraternity
was well received. State Deputy Charles’s message
was very similar which is and will be good for the
Order.
I would like to thank the Members who took the
time from their families to attend the Convention
and made this a successful Convention. The Delegates participated in the Resolutions in a very professional way which brought Unity to the procedure. I also would like to thank the members who
voted for me as well as the member who did not
vote for me. I fully accept your decisions and will
always respect your decisions. I will always leave
my door open to any Brother Knights that wishes to
speak to me regarding any matters of issues as well
as give assistance in any matter.
Brother Knights, we have a good State Board and
they will listen to your concerns. Please support
them as they will support you. Keep Unity and Fraternity STRONG.

God Bless you and your family,

Brother Ron Schuster

Fraternally yours,
Brain Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for
Heaven Chairman
State Affairs, Volume 19, Number 6 June 2016

Degree Development Chair
Alberta/NWT Knight of Columbus
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
prayers:
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

ANNUAL STATE GOLF HOSTED BY BROTHER
ANTHONY COUNCIL 10014
Saturday, June 25, 2016
Cardiff Golf and Country Club, Cardiff, AB
Registration Deadline: To be determined
Contacts:
Denis Halyk @ (780) 459-9336

2016 STATE ANNUAL CURLING BONSPIEL
This event is now complete

2016 STATE ANNUAL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
This event is now complete
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)

Western Catholic Reporter
“Keep up with the Western Catholic Reporter
(WCR) as we continue bringing the Gospel to bear
on current issues into the Church
“The Knights have long realized the importance of
the Catholic press in keeping Catholics informed
about Church teaching and news, and in helping to
build Catholic community. A one-year subscription
to the WCR sent to an Alberta address is $35.
Cheques (made payable to Catholic Archdiocese of
Edmonton) or credit card information (Visa or
MasterCard) can be sent to the Western Catholic
Reporter, 8421—101 Avenue, Edmonton, T6A 0L1,
or you can phone 780-424-1557 or you can subscribe using our website, www.wcr.ab.ca.”

Glen Argan, Editor of WCR
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“Welcome to the 2016 – 2017
Columbian Year!”

“God has blessed us with the grace to
prevail over many challenges in our
lives”

W. Charles Russell

W

e held our District Deputy’s meeting in Edmonton on the June 25 and 26 weekend. It
was well attended and the D/D’s went away with a
lot of material for their Councils. For the Councils
who were not represented, the packages were sent
directly to the Councils for distribution to their Executive.
The District Deputies were instructed to have all
their Councils installed by the end of August, to
hold one Admission Degree in their District in July
and August and to have each Council sponsor at
least one activity in July and August. Councils
should hold at least one meeting in July and one in
August. If we shut done for the two months, we
lose any momentum that we built up over the previous ten months. The meetings or gatherings can
be informal and have an activity before or after the
meeting with your Families.
In addition, our MPC, Guy Precourt, spent three
days in Calgary and two days in Edmonton. He had
sessions on the duties, responsibilities and accountabilities of the District Deputies, the Council
(Continued on page 10)

Fr. Jim Corrigan

I

had the pleasure of playing a round of golf yesterday morning with three other like-minded
Catholic fellows. It was a beautiful morning even to
the point of being kind of warm as we were walking
the course and I for one am not getting any
younger or in better shape. Though the latter is my
own fault. My point, it was stated yesterday and I
agree that Alberta is a pretty nice place to be during the summer. As Knights, as Catholic gentlemen,
as Albertans we are able to navigate and overcome
many challenges, be they weather, family, work,
parish, community related. This is who we are and
this is what we do. God has blessed us with the
grace to prevail over many challenges in our lives.
I would say that the converse of this equation is
that our Lord truly blesses us with many wonderful
gifts, our faith, our families, our work, our
homes….and the list goes on. Brothers as we enjoy
the wonderful sunshine and beautiful world around
us during the summer months, let us take the time
to truly appreciate the gift that we have received. It
is easy to see the challenges but I daresay it is difficult not to see and appreciate the wonder of our
Alberta summers. Brothers, as we work gently toward a year round Knights of Columbus activity cycle, some of you are hosting First Degrees; some
(Continued on page 3)

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Mendita

F

irst and foremost, I offer my heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to our Worthy State
Deputy, my fellow State Executive Board Officers,
District Deputies, State Directors, Chairmen, Grand
Knights and to all of you who stepped up to the
plate and accepted without any reservations the
positions that you will be occupying and its corresponding roles in Columbian Year 2016-2017.
As fraternal leaders of this great jurisdiction, we
must continue to display positive leadership and
mindset in order to achieve our goals in membership recruitment and retention, programs and insurance. This has been done in the past so there is
no reason why it cannot be done again, today and
in the future, even exceeding expectations!
Henry Ford once said: “Coming together is a beginning, staying together is progress and working together is success.”
Very clearly, we need each other regardless of our
different talents and gifts. Individually, we can be
very normal, ordinary and even a bit rough. But
through the process of teamwork, we can end up in
a different state. Truthfully, teams consisting of incredibly talented people who are passionate and
are working towards something often times bump
up against each other, argue, sometimes fight and
make noise. By working together, they polish one
another and their ideas and in the process create
beautiful results. Passive, “follow the leader” types
of teams are destined to fail. Rather, successful
teams show that each member bring something
unique in their gifts, ideas and arguments. They are
able to foster a safe environment where team
members feel comfortable to express themselves
without embarrassment and retribution.

H

The District Deputies’ Organizational meeting was
held in Edmonton and it was well attended. There are
lots of helpful information and inspiring words provided to all of us especially for all Councils who will
benefit the most. I offer my best wishes to my fellow
State Executive Board Officers and the current State
Directors, Chairmen, District Deputies, Grand Knights
and to all members.
Let us begin the new Columbian Year with so much
hope and enthusiasm in order to attain our goals for
each Council.
As State Treasurer, I’d like to remind all Councils of
the following:

•

All expense claims are to be submitted on a
timely basis to the State Board.

•

All cheques received from the State Board are
to be cashed when received. Every year, we
have several cheques that become stale
dated.

•

Per Capita and Insurance statements are to be
paid within 60 days.

•

Major Degrees: Host Chapter, District or
Council collects $25.00 per Candidate and
submits to State Treasurer within 30 days of
Degree.

•

State Scholarship cheques are sent to the
Grand Knights for presentation to the winners
at a public function.

•

There are two (2) Expense Report forms: one
for District Deputies that goes to the State
Deputy, who forwards it to Supreme for payment; one for State chair persons and State
Board members that goes to the State Deputy, who forwards them to the State Treasurer for payment.

•

State Convention: A Per Diem and Mileage
cheque is issued to the Council at the end of

Team dynamics are complex. Here are four tips to
remember:
1. Some members of the teams contributions may
(Continued on page 3)
Page 2

ope everyone is enjoying the good weather this
summer.

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2. State Secretary)

seem less significant or of less value than others. It
is important that every member of the team understands their unique roles and what they bring to
the team. It is also important that they clearly understand everyone else’s roles and contributions.
2. It is important for teams to refrain from evil
speaking of each other, gossip, jumping to conclusions and a wholes host of other potential team
illnesses. Doing so weakens teams and organizations.

(Continued from page 2, State Treasurer)

the Convention to help offset some of the expenses incurred by the Delegate(s).
No other reimbursement is given. Please see the
Grand Knight’s Manual for the rates paid. (Section G1, Subsection 212). If your Council does not have a
Grand Knight’s Manual, one may be ordered from the
State Office.
The Charities Appeal reports for our last draw have
been submitted to AGLC and the request for a license
for the 2016-17 draws has also been submitted.
I wish you all a wonderful and safe summer!

3. While team member accountability is critical, it
should never become personal or be based on illfated assumptions. Accountability must be based
on trust, which is not something that magically happens, it must be built consciously and over time.
4. Because everyone in the organization or on the
team plays an important role to the success of the
agreed upon goals, the vision and goals of the
leader must be cascaded up and down the organization so everyone is in alignment.
I am looking forward to working with you towards a
great fraternal year. We are open for business
24/7.
May God bless us and our families!
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Secretary

Vivat Jesus!
Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Treasurer

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

are hosting family events like golf outings etc. As
we go about our labors our work and our vacations
may our hearts always be grateful for the beautiful,
(if not a little on the short side) summer weather
that we are blessed to enjoy with our families and
friends.
Let us truly embrace and enjoy what God has
blessed us with. I spoke with a former State Deputy
this morning as he lounged on his Kelowna condo
balcony drinking his coffee and enjoying the early
morning ambience. I would venture to say that this
brother Knight is truly embracing in a very real way
the wonderful blessings that our Lord so abundantly blesses us with. Brothers, let us do the same.
May our loving God bless you and your families
during these summer months. May you enjoy them
and appreciate them for the gift that they are.
Blessings
Father Jim
State Chaplain
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Gaston Launière

By John W. Onyskiw

“I do not allow myself to “WHINE” about anything
that I did not make an effort to change.”

D

ear Brother Knights,

As you know, the K of C Board of Directors has
adopted a policy that requires all State Deputies,
State Squires Chairmen, State Youth Directors,
Grand Knights, Council Youth Directors, Columbian
Squire Chairmen, Chief Counselors, Committee
Counselors, and Faithful Navigators (if the assembly
sponsors a Squires Circle) to take PRAESIDIUM ARMATUS training. In addition, the Board’s policy requires background checks for some of these positions. In order to conduct the training and background checks, the K of C has partnered with PRAESIDIUM, a world leader in youth protection for
more than 20 years. By this partnership, the K of C
maintains its strong commitment to the protection
of the young people who participate in its program
and activities.
As your State Advocate, I have an important role to
play in protecting the young people who participate
in the Order’s programs and activities in our jurisdiction. In order to better support our members in
creating a safe environment for the young people
served by the Knights of Columbus, the Order is
providing me with access to the online ARMATUS
training and Administration dashboard.
My principal job as State Advocate is to use the Administration dashboard to assist our State Deputy
in monitoring the overall compliance of those
members within our jurisdiction who are required
to complete the training and background check.
Additionally, as State Advocate, my role is to:
Ensure that every council completes and
submits Form 365 (Service Program Personnel Report) in a timely manner;
♦ Complete the online training so that I will
lead by example and have working knowledge of the policies of the K of C Safe
♦

(Continued on page 12)
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T

he new 2016-2017 Columbian Year is upon us
and our summer is quickly moving forward. Last Columbian year our jurisdiction achieve many goals and
this year we will build on these successes. No member is an island…we achieved success through teamwork from our State Board members down to each
and every Council and member.
With the start of the New Year comes the responsibility of all Councils to submit the following reports as
soon as possible:
Report of Council Officers (#185) due July 1st
Service Program Personnel Report (#365) due
August 1st
th
♦ Semiannual Audit Report (#468) due August 15
♦ Report to the State Council: Names of Grand
Knight, Financial Secretary and Chaplain – along
with their addresses, telephone/fax numbers, emails, wife’s name, dates, time and location of
Council meetings – for publication to the State
Roster.
♦
♦

Let us all remember one very important item… protocol. “Protocol is the rigid code setting forth the degree of obedience, the order of precedence, and the
rules of official and social behavior. It covers anything
that has to do with proper seating, social behavior,
customs and regulations dealing with the Ceremonials
and etiquette of the Order.” This is so important that
this is one area where I will be speaking to continually
throughout this Columbian year. We can all use a little coaching on protocol. For further details, please
refer to the Protocol Handbook or Grand Knight’s
Manual which is now on-line and accessible to all
members, or drop me an email with any questions.
The State Board, Directors and District Deputies are
here to assist every Council when called upon. When
we don’t hear from anyone we trust that the Councils
are moving forward in a positive and productive manner. We are all but a telephone call away.
God bless all and enjoy the remainder of our summer.

John Onyskiw
State Warden
State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 1 August 2016

From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Ken Kluchky

E

ach September since 2003 has been designated
as Life Insurance Awareness Month. Like most awareness-raising campaigns, Life Insurance Awareness
Month was created because there is an overwhelming
lack of understanding of life insurance, its uses, its
benefits, and its variations among the general public.
Each year, the Life Insurance Market Research Association (LIMRA) puts out the results from a recent survey, and unfortunately, the numbers they report continue to be discouraging.
A recent survey found that more than 75 percent of
people polled did not have a personal financial advisor, even though 68 percent of them said their opinion of the current economic conditions was somewhat unfavorable or very unfavorable.
In other words, a majority of those surveyed were
uncomfortable with the economy and the uncertainty
it brings, yet they did not seek professional assistance. Maybe they spoke with their friends and family. Maybe they hoped the instability would go away
on its own. Maybe they did not know to whom to
turn.
If you fall into this category, please remember that as
a member of the Knights of Columbus, you have a
full-time, professional agent you can call your own.
His primary responsibility is the care and service of
your family’s life insurance, disability insurance, retirement and long-term care needs. He will answer
your questions because he wants your decisions to be
an informed ones. He wants to help.
Another LIMRA statistic said 43 percent of people did
not buy life insurance because they worry about
“making the wrong decision.” Talk with your agent,
and, afterwards, you’ll understand that the only
wrong decision was not purchasing sooner to protect
your family’s future. Contact your agent before it is to
late.
For the name of your agent, please call 403-343-2242
or email bouchardagencymail@kofc.org.

Marc Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent, AB/NWT
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C

ongratulations to all the Councils that were
active and collectively earned the Circle of Honor
Award for the AB/NWT State Council. Much gratitude and thanks is expressed for the leadership and
activities of our District Deputies, Council Executives and members.
Many of our Councils have achieved the Star Council Award and will be rewarded with its benefits of
the recognition plaques and the $4.50 credit per
billable member from Supreme. This was an easy
fundraiser activity for achieving your Council’s
growth quotas in membership and insurance.
Our State Council’s goal is to repeat these achievements by meeting and exceeding Supreme’s set
quotas of 805 new members and 24 Star Councils in
the 2016-22017 Columbian year.
Councils are encouraged to be active for all 12
months of the year. Father does not stop saying
mass during the summer and the need of the
Church and community do not cease. Actively continue your programs and activities during July and
August.
To encourage you to grow your Councils, State
Council has provided incentives for July and August.
The Recruiters Jumpstart Reward for July and August offers the sponsor of a new member a cash
award of $25.00 each. The top recruiter for each
month will be awarded a K of C logo watch. District
Deputies are offered a Jumpstart Accolade Award.
Award criteria are found at kofc.ab.ca.
State Deputy Charles is continuing his initiative of
providing training sessions to define roles, responsibilities and accountabilities for all Executive positions. Also, training will be focused on developing
the knowledge, skills and attitudes required to
grow our Councils by conducting effective Church
drives, successfully approaching candidates in re(Continued on page 10)
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From the Father McGivney Guild

From the State Program Director

By William J. Smith

By Michael Isakeit

rother Knights, Spouses and Family:

August 12 is the birthday of the Venerable Father
McGivney. August 14 is the anniversary of his
death. We are members of the knights of Columbus
because this man had a vision, and the Knights of
Columbus is the result of that vision. Many families
have received the blessing of the Venerable Father
McGivney through prayers and devotions.
To commemorate the life of the Venerable Father
McGivney, we can bring our families together in
August to celebrate with a Council BBQ or picnic.
How about a hotdog or burger day after mass on
the weekend of August 12 to 14? This will also fill
part of your requirement to have an activity every
month of the year. While some Council’s tell us
they close for the summer, the churches are still
open. We are still active and if we don’t continue,
we lose the enthusiasm built up in the previous ten
months and have to start at the beginning again in
September, instead to one continuous year of community and parish work that never stops. Parishioners still need to pray and families still need our support. Let them know we are still there for them all
year.
Please consider joining the McGivney Guild by promoting the Canonization of Father McGivney by
applying for membership. Membership is open to
not only members of the Knights of Columbus, but
our family and friends.
To join the Guild, fill in and submit this form online
or email. http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/
contact/register.html
Drive carefully.
Vivat Jesus!
William J Smith, IPSD Alberta/NWT
Father McGivney Guild Chairman

D

istrict Deputies, Worthy Grand Knights, Council
Officers, Council Directors and Brother Knights,

As the new State Program Director I am inviting you all
to make changes. The Knights of Columbus is built on
membership (yes we hear that a lot) but without membership we have no programs. I am inviting you to take
the time to look at your programs and look at what
works and what does not.
This year the State Program team will be expanding to
cover more of the Alberta/NWT and reach out to more
Councils, which have different requirements in each
area, from the NWT to the southern tip of Alberta.
Please feel free to talk to the Program team and ask for
ideas or please SHARE WITH US WHAT WORKS FOR
YOU.
Here is your current State Program Team and we invite
your program suggestions and invite more hands
(Responsibility and time commitment will be provided),
to cover other parts of the province and NWT.
1. Church Activities Coordinator: Liam Connolly
Pennies for Heaven: Brian Strawford
Father McGivney Guild : William J. Smith
Vocations Chairman South: John Leszkowicz/ Vocations
Chairman North: vacant
Marian Hour of Prayer North: Gary Sherman/ South:
Dave Allen
2. Community Activities Coordinator: Leo Sosa
Wheel Chair Foundation North: Richard JP Rajotte/Red
Deer: Michael Breunig/
Calgary: Glen Turner/South: Vacant
Special Olympics Chairman: Michael Isakeit/South: vacant/
North: Francis Lajeunesse and John Decharme
Respect Life Oratorical South: Michael Subasic/ North:
Vacant
3. Culture of Life Chair Couple: Patrice & Helene Roussel
4. Council State Activities Coordinator: William S. Potvin
Charities Appeal: Ray Martin
State Supplies: David B. Kolasa

(Continued on page 9)
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From the State Vocations Chairman

From the State Communications & PR Director

By John Leszkowicz

By Michael Anctil

S

upporting religious vocations has always been a
priority for the Order. By providing support to those
discerning a call to consecrated poverty, chastity and
obedience through the priesthood or religious life, we
help enable them to realize their vocations. As
Knights, our Councils and Assemblies can contribute
to this important cause by doing as many of the following activities throughout the year:

• Praying at the beginning and end of your Council
and Assembly meetings for an increase in priestly or
religious vocations.
• Working with pastors to organize holy hours for
vocations at local parishes.
• Promoting “Vocations Day” events such as vocations fairs (with presentations by various seminarians,
postulants and/or young religious).
• Holding fundraising drives for a needy seminarian
or religious.
• Offering to cover travel expenses for men and
women attending personal vocation retreats, or sponsoring group visits to nearby seminaries or religious
communities.
• When planning to donate to seminarians or postulants, plan also to apply (form #2863) for the refund
under Supreme Council’s Refund in Support of Vocations Program (RSVP), consider supporting a novice
sister or religious woman postulant as RSVP is not limited to seminarians.
• The AB/NWT State’s annual Religious Vocations
Awareness Drawing Contest for Grade 5 students for
the 2016-17 school year. Some Council’s like to talk to
the schools early, even before elementary schools
open to the students. Principals and teachers may
have changed. But the posters are not due until February/March.
My promise to all Grand Knights: Tell me the name of
your Council Vocations Chairman and I will personally
call them to assist with Vocations projects.
Vivat Jesus!
John Leszkowicz
State Vocations Chairman
e-mail: vocationschairman@kofc.ab.ca
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O

n July 1 we launched our new website and so
far, we have had a lot of success! The feedback we
are getting is overwhelmingly positive, but we are
continuing to monitor all feedback and trying to sort
out any complications that arise. The new framework
has given us a lot of latitude in fulfilling requests for
changes, and delivering content that has impact.
We are seeing a lot of traffic to our new features such
as the Council finder. Of course all of the original features you know and love are still there and accessible.
Traffic continues at a steady pace comparable to last
year and our user make up continues to be very similar to previous years.
We encourage all of our membership to visit our new
website and check out the new look and features. If
you have any feedback or questions about our website, don't hesitate to contact our State Communications Director Michael Anctil at communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca, and myself at webmaster@kofc.ab.ca.
Michael Duddy
State Webmaster

Hello Brothers,
I hope that you had an opportunity to view the new
State Website. A huge thank you to Mike Duddy our
State Webmaster for the hundreds of hours he spent
creating the new site. Thank you to State Technology
Chairman Joseph Duenas, Assistant Technology Chairman John Luk and Shauna LaGrange for their consultation on the design and content of the new website.
We’re still looking for a State Archive Chairman. This
portfolio would be best suited for a Brother Knight
who is retired and lives in the Edmonton area. AFROG
(Archivist From Religious Organization Groups) holds
about 3 -4 meetings a year in various locations. These
meetings all start at noon and may be held at the Provincial Archive of Alberta, Pastoral Centre and OMI in
St. Albert to name a few.
The duties would be to attend these meetings and
(Continued on page 11)
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State Deputy W. Charles Russell with two helpers;
Gaston Launiere, State Advocate and Andy Soshalski, District Deputy 37, grilling for the pancake
breakfast in Coaldale, AB.

Congratulations and more power to the Edmonton
Admission Degree Team, who initiated 120 new
members during the Columbia year 2015-2016.
Left to right: GK Ted Hill, SMD Ken Kluchky, DD
Steve Horvath, SS Vince Reyes, Denzal Lobo, DD
Manuel Ibasco, Myles Thomas and GK Leo Sosa, Jr.

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg
format to the State Office via email at:

stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca

State Secretary Vince Reyes presenting Certificate to District Deputy Manuel Ibasco

Please provide a brief description of the picture you are sending.
Page 8
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From the Charitable Foundation
By Wally Streit, President

(Continued from page 6, State Program Director)

s this edition of the State Affairs is dispatched
by our State Office, most Council Executives
will be planning their first formal Council meeting
of this new Columbian year. We all know that effective planning and focus produces good results.

A

2017 Annual State Meeting in Edmonton: John
Ducharme, Chairman
State Athletic Events: State Curling, _____________/
State Golf: __________/
State Hockey:_________ /State Frisbee ______

Our “Catch the Spirit” campaign is now at $810,000
with 112 participating Councils/Assemblies. We will
continue to work with Councils/Assemblies that
have not made a five year pledge---our goal is to
get to $840-850,000. Meanwhile, at the end of August we will mail to all pledged Councils (excepting
those that have already fully satisfied their pledge),
a one page “Pledge Status Reminder”. Please accept this as an update and timely reminder. Many
Councils complete budgets in September-October.
Also most Councils decide on fund raising activities
for the year. Some Councils may decide to host a
special fundraiser (i.e. garage sale, breakfast, dinner with silent auction or raffle), with the proceeds
to be applied in whole or in part toward the Council’s overall pledge to the ACF.

5. Family Activities Coordinator: Sal Ficaccio
North: vacant /South: vacant
(program; Family of the month, others)

On your behalf all Officers and Directors of the ACF
will continue to focus on our overall goal. It is only
fair that all able Councils do their part and in the
process the Council members buy into the fact that
they are members of the ACF. That is “Charity in
Action”.
How can you help? If you know of a Brother Knight,
a business owner or a Foundation that may make a
pledge or a one-time donation towards our campaign, please promptly contact myself or one of our
Directors.
Fraternally
Wally N. Streit-PSD
President – ACF

6. Youth Activities Coordinator: Ken Waldron
State Scholarships: Vince R. Reyes
Coats for Kids: Gerald Bernakevitch
Basketball Free Throw: Lewis Boom
Need a K of C Planner? Get a copy of Fraternal Leader
Success Planner 2016-2017 from your District Deputy.
If you have not done so already, please appoint your
Council's Program Directors, submit your Officers and
Service Program Personnel Report and start planning
your service program activities. (Details in your free
planner).
Knights of Columbus activities should be filling the
needs of your parish community and involve your Parish
Priest. Catholic men join the Knights of Columbus to
share their talents and be involved in an organization
that makes a difference in the parish and community.
Sometimes it is hard to know what activities to do in
your area, please feel free to contact me and discuss
this. Other ideas for this Columbian year: Special Olympics Basketball Free Throw, 5th Sunday Rosary program,
Soccer Challenge, Special Olympics participation on local
level, 40 cans of lent, March for Life, Spread the Light of
Christ, St Vincent DePaul food Hampers, St Nikolas Family Celebration, Ultrasound Initiative and other suggestions.
Please read: the Building the Domestic Church - The
Family Fully Alive (kofc.org/familyfullyalive) and “Surge
with Service” manual .
Vivat Jesus!
Michael Isakeit
State Program Director
programdirector@kofc.ab.ca
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(Continued from page 5, State Membership Director)

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

cruitment and engaging members in program activities for growth in membership and Council effectiveness. Our Supreme Membership Program
Consultant, Guy Precourt, will lead these training
sessions assisted by State Deputy Charles and
Membership Director Ken. Please participate in
these training opportunities and grow fraternally.

Executives and a short training on Retention and
Recruiting techniques.

The successful growth of Councils depends upon
planning this years activities with dates in your calendars. Use your Fraternal Leaders Success Planner
2016-2017 to effectively plan your activities and
reporting.
The most important activity for membership
growth is the conducting of admission degrees and
sponsoring new members. Plan your recruitment
activities with Admission Degree Exemplification
dates already set.
Involve your new Knights right away in Council activities and programs. Also mentor their advancement in the Order. Engage them in realizing the
Shining Armour Award. Remember that we all
joined to do good works for charity and to do
something to support our Church and Community.
I am very grateful for all your efforts and activities
to grow our Councils and the Order.
May we enjoy continuing success and growth this
year!
Vivat Jesus!
Ken Kluchky
State Membership Director

Last Columbian Year, we had 27 Star Councils. That
was an increase of 16 over our previous year. That
means that 27 Councils will receive a credit from
Supreme for $4.50 per billable Member.
The revised Council Planner will enable the Councils
to plan their activities for the year and follow-up as
to how they are doing. There are reminders for
each and every month as to what forms are due,
when product or literature should be ordered, etc.
There is Formation and Knighthood Degrees
planned for August in Calgary and Edmonton.
There are State and Supreme Awards available for
July and August. The State award is $25.00 for each
new Member any Council Member sponsors and
attends an Admission Degree before the end of August. In addition, Supreme has Bonus Points available. There are incentives for the District Deputies
and for our Field Agents.
I want to congratulate Wally Streit for being the top
recruiter in the Order. He had a slow year. He only
recruited 160 new Members.
Our new Website is up and running. Please send in
articles and pictures of your Council and Assembly
events so that we can show what your Council is
doing. It may inspire another Council to do a similar
project or activity.
Have a safe and happy Summer!
VIVAT JESUS!
W. Charles Russell
State Deputy
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From the State Community Director

By Leo Sosa
n this Columbian Year 2016-2017, we would like to
encourage the leadership of the local Councils to
support the community activities of their Parishes.
Encourage your Councils to be the strong arm of the
Parishes by supporting their community activities.

I

Community activities that require immediate attention in the Parishes:
Assist those in need of housing. Raise money to
support homeless shelters and low-cost housing.
Encourage Councils to get involve in Habitat for
Humanity.
♦ Defeat hunger. Food banks and soup kitchens rely
on volunteer manpower. Donate Councils’ services. Also donate food or conduct food drives in
Council and community. Volunteers and donations are always needed in Marian Centre and
other soup kitchens. 40 cans for Lent is an activity
that the Councils can do on a regular basis.
♦ Help meet the psychological and recreational
needs of the aged. Visit and offer encouragement
to residents of homes for the elderly. Organize
and get commitments from council members and
their families to make regular visits to elderly people in rest and long-term care centers. Sponsor
recreational, social or religious events for older
people at council home.
♦ Bring independence and mobility to disabled
throughout the world who cannot afford a wheelchair by supporting the Wheelchair Foundation.
Currently, our Wheel Chair Foundation Chairmen
are: in the North, Bro Richard JP Rajotte (780-4789111 or richardrajotte@shaw.ca), in Red Deer,
Bro Michael Breunig (403-342-6542 or mbreunig@telus.net), in Calgary, Bro Glen Turner (403288-5314 or dmkids57@outlook.com). Support
and encourage councils to participate in WCF projects.
♦Get involved in local Special Olympics athletics
competition. Volunteer services for this important
sports training and competition program that
builds confidence and self-esteem. The State Special Olympics chairman is Bro Michael Isakeit
(403-278-5967 or specialolympicschairman@kofc.ab.ca). Special Olympics role is to liai♦

From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brother Knights,

I would like to remind all Council’s that the funds from
the Pennies for Heaven is split equally to all 6 Bishop’s in
our jurisdiction.
All Council’s and Assemblies should contribute, every
penny adds up. With your help we will exceed our last
year’s goals. We have to continue the Venerable Father
Michael J. McGivney’s vision of service to the Church
and Community.
We need Priests, Deacons and Sisters. Please our Council’s and Assemblies that have not contributed in 2015,
you have to December 30th to join our team.
Please keep them pennies rolling in!
For Donations, please make your cheques payable to
Alberta K o C State Office
#4, 5579—47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Fraternally yours,
Brian Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman
(Continued from page 7, State Communications & PR Director)

provide proper achieve information to these groups
on behalf of the State Knights of Columbus.
Have a great summer.
God Bless.
Michael Anctil
Communications & PR Director

State Technology Chairman - Joseph Duenas
State Assistant Technology Chairman - John Luk
State Videography / Photography - Edmonton - Lito
Soco
State Webmaster - Mike Duddy
Archives Chairman - Vacant

(Continued on page 12)
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From the State Family Coordinator
By Sal Ficaccio

“The family is important and it is necessary for the
survival of humanity”
(Quote from Pope Francis).

W

elcome new elected Worthy Grand Knights,
Council Officers, and returning Officers. I
encourage every Council to live and exemplify the
vision of our founder Venerable Fr. Michael J.
McGivney in helping, protecting and honoring families.
The “Family of the Month” is the only program in
our Council that recognizes a family each month
that has exemplified and lived Christian Life in
Council, Church and Community.

(Continued from page 11, State Community Director)

son with Special Olympics Alberta. Special Olympics are looking for volunteers on a local level and
Knights of Columbus could fit that requirement.
Bro Francis Lajeunesse (780-991-8776 or brotherfrancis10986@gmail.com) is the Special Olympics
liaison in Edmonton.
♦ Encourage Councils to organize a pro-life program
by coordinating with Council Chaplain, Pastor and
parish ministries offering whatever assistance
they request in the fight against abortion. Participate in the demonstration to demand legislative
protection for the unborn by encouraging Councils to send a delegation to the March for Life. The
Culture of Life Chairman is Bro Patrice Roussel
(780-812-9340 or cultureoflifechaircouple@kofc.ab.ca).

Please use the resources that have been provided
to you to encourage family activities as outlined in
the booklet “Building the Domestic Church”. This
program is very valuable for your Council in retaining members as well as to encouraging other men
to join our great Order.

Brother Knights, we are the hands and feet of Jesus. I
encourage you and challenge you to engage in making
our communities a place where people see Jesus at
work.

I encourage each and every Council to nominate
and submit on a monthly basis a worthy Family
within their Council, so that it can be recognized at
Council, State and Supreme levels.

Leo Sosa
State Community Director

Let’s live our motto, “FAMILY-TOGETHER IN OUR
FAITH AND OUR FUTURE”.
Vivat Jesus!
Sal Ficaccio
State Family Coordinator

Vivat Jesus!

(Continued from page 4, State Advocate)

Environment Program;
♦ Gain understanding of how to access the
online Armatus Administration dashboard
to track the overall compliance for our jurisdiction; and
♦ Actively monitor compliance of all councils,
and follow up with District Deputies and
Grand Knights to ensure that they are doing
the same with their members.
If you have any questions about the program or
your responsibilities, please call me or better yet,
email me at stateadvocate@kofc.ab.ca
Vivat Jesus,
Gaston Launière
State Advocate / Avocat d’État
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SECOND &THIRD DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION SCHEDULE
(Second and Third Degree Are Stand Alone Dates)
2016 – 2017
* Second and Third Degree Together
LO LOCATION
CO CORDINATOR

DEGREE
TEAM

SECOND DEGREE
*August 27, 2016

R. Awharitoma

TBA

*October 15, 2016

S. Hovath

TBA

M. Ibasco
D. Pawlowski
G. Korte
W. Potvin
LOCATION
COORDINATOR

TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
DEGREE
TEAM

C.O.

A. Sander
A. Gurgal

Calgary
Calgary

W. Muscoby
W. Muscoby

S. Ficaccio

Calgary

S. Ficaccio

Calgary

W. Muscoby

Calgary
Calgary

W. Muscoby
W. Muscoby

DEGREE
TEAM

C.O.

DATE

November 2, 2016
December 6, 2016
*March 18, 2017
*June 3, 2017
DATE

LOCATION –
EDMONTON

Second degree
Third Degree

LOCATION CALGARY

SECOND DEGREE
*August 20, 2016
*October 22, 2016
January 4, 2017
January 17, 2017

Second degree
7:00 pm
Third degree
7:00 pm

DATE

LOCATION

*March 12, 2017
*March 25, 2017
*April 1, 2017

Lethbridge
Peace River
Red Deer

W. Lungal
M. McDonald
LOCATION
COORDINATOR
A. Soshalski
R. Gagnon
M. Sych

*April 8, 2017

Yellowknife

A. Dumont

*April 22, 2017

Wainwright

H.Becker

*May 6, 2017

Medicine Hat

W. Fardy

*May 13, 2017
*June 3, 2017

Grande Prairie
Edson
Fort
McMurray
Fort
McMurray
La Verendrye
La Verendrye

Chris Chiasson
W. Coes

*March 25, 2017
June 10, 2017

October 29, 2016
February 18, 2017
October 24, 2016
November 28, 2016

Third degree
Second degree
Third degree

FORM 537-NC
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Jurisdiction

FP

G. Woodlock
G. Woodlock
G. Woodlock
G. Woodlock
G. Woodlock

Lethbridge

FP

FP

G. Lazzaretto
G. Woodlock
G. Lazzaretto
G. Woodlock/
G.Lazzaretto
G.lazzaretto

Calgary

Medicine
Hat

Second degree

STATE DEPUTY

C.O.

G. Lazzaretto
G. Woodlock

L.
Goethals
L.
Goethals
French
French

G . Woodlock
J. Duguay

W. Charles Russell
Alberta

Revised Date: July 11, 2016
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
prayers:
Pray for the sole of Brother Jonathan Blair,
Council 7599, Father Bonner who passed away
in a tragic accident on Thursday, June 16th.
♦ We are saddened to announce that Brother
Thomas Molloy of Council 7599, passed away
on Sunday, June 26th. Please keep Brother Thomas and his family in your prayers.
♦ Sad news as the Financial Secretary of Co. #
7511, Derrick Schulte’s wife Donna passed
away in a tragic accident July 2, 2016. Please
keep Donna’s family in your prayers.
♦ Kay Merta, Past State Deputy widow passed
away on June 29th. Please pray that her soul
reaches the eternal gates of heaven.

ANNUAL STATE GOLF HOSTED BY BROTHER
ANTHONY COUNCIL 10014

♦

Saturday, June 25, 2016
Cardiff Golf and Country Club, Cardiff, AB
Registration Deadline: To be determined
Contacts:
Denis Halyk @ (780) 459-9336

2017 STATE ANNUAL CURLING BONSPIEL
Sunday, February 26 Monday, February 27, 2017
Fort Sasktachewan, AB
Further details to be determined.

2016 STATE ANNUAL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
This event is now complete
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Western Catholic Reporter
“Keep up with the Western Catholic Reporter
(WCR) as we continue bringing the Gospel to bear
on current issues into the Church
“The Knights have long realized the importance of
the Catholic press in keeping Catholics informed
about Church teaching and news, and in helping to
build Catholic community. A one-year subscription
to the WCR sent to an Alberta address is $35.
Cheques (made payable to Catholic Archdiocese of
Edmonton) or credit card information (Visa or
MasterCard) can be sent to the Western Catholic
Reporter, 8421—101 Avenue, Edmonton, T6A 0L1,
or you can phone 780-424-1557 or you can subscribe using our website, www.wcr.ab.ca.”

Glen Argan, Editor of WCR
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tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the
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15th day of the month prior to publication.
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain
“Brothers, always treasure the gift of extra

“We must ALL do our part if we are to
be successful and repeat what we
were able to accomplish last
Columbian Year.”
W. Charles Russell

W

e are a quarter of the way through this Columbian Year. We have nine months to go in order
to meet the goals we set for our Councils.
October is our Order wide Parish Recruitment Campaign and we must ensure that all Councils are actively recruiting new Members in order to ensure
we are able to continue the mission that our Founder, the Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney
started in 1882.
All Councils received Parish Campaign kits from
your District Deputies and kits were mailed to the
Councils who do not have an assigned District Deputy. If you do not have your kit, contact the Red
Deer office. Grand Knights please meet with your
Parish Priest to arrange a recruitment campaign
during the next month.

family time and good weather that we are
often blessed with during the summer
months. It is another of God’s loving gifts
to us.”
Fr. Jim Corrigan

T

here are a couple of elements of the fall season that
don’t seem to vary from year to year and decade to decade. One; we can always tell that the warm summer
days are coming very close to a changing of the season.
The morning has that little nip or bite in it where we
wish we would have worn a jacket but it is not uncomfortable enough to go back to the house for more
clothes. The weather is changing gradually but surely
and we look forward with a bit of dread to what we
know lies ahead. Yes indeed, a snow shovel for the sidewalk, a snow brush and scraper for the vehicle.

Last Columbian Year we finished number 14 in the
Order. As of today’s date we are number 57 with 71
new Members recruited since July 1st. This is way
below the number we had this time last year. With
deaths, suspensions and withdrawals we are minus
27 Members. We must all work harder in order to
change these numbers around. If you need assistance in organizing a Recruitment Campaign, contact your District Deputy and/or the State Board.

The second element that I find consistent and unchanging is the perception of the fall season being busy, busy,
busy. While this perception may be true, historically, we
do ramp up our activities in our parishes in our families
and in our community in the fall; I dare say that we are
no busier than we were in May or June. But it seems
that we are. I offer a thought for this perception. During
the summer months most of us have a break from our
regularly monthly meetings and commitments. Often
this will be accompanied with a vacation or weekends at
the cabin. Perhaps we find time for a few extra rounds
of golf. Brothers, as the summer winds down and the
fall winds up, I do not think we are extra busy. I think it
feels extra busy because we are being jolted out of what
I might refer to as hibernation mode.

The Alberta/NWT has 175 Councils. As of today, 98
Councils have not sent in their Semi-Annual Audit

In May and June for instance we may well be going a
hundred kilometers an hour but it is a consistent speed

(Continued on page 11)

(Continued on page 12)

A

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Mendita

“Thanks Be To God”

s your State Secretary, I had the honor and
privilege to be the Chair of the State Council Scholarship Committee. On July 14, 2016, together with
GK Ted Hill, GK Leo Sosa, Jr. and SMD Ken Kluchky,
we met at St. Theresa’s Catholic Church, through
the kind courtesy of State Chaplain Fr. Jim Corrigan,
and did the judging of applications to the 2016
State Scholarships. There were 23 applications received from the five regions in the jurisdiction. After careful review of the applications, three winners
each from Regions 2, 3, 4 and 5 and one winner
from Region 1 were awarded $500.00 each pending
submission of their chosen school timetable and
letter of acceptance. The names of the winners are
published in our State website. Realizing that the
cost of education increases every year and to lessen
the burden on the students and their families, the
State Executive Board in its first meeting of fraternal year 2016-2017 on June 25, 2016 at the Westin
Hotel Edmonton, unanimously passed a motion to
increase the scholarship amount from $500.00 to
$750.00, effective 2017. Our current State Scholarship program started on February 19, 2000 via
Resolution 98-12.
The 134th Supreme Convention held in Toronto
from August 2, 3 and 4, 2016, brought a lot of fond
memories to our 15 delegates which included two
Archbishops, one Bishop and three priests. Having
achieved the coveted title of Circle of Honor, our
delegates had preferred seats, close to the head
tables, during the closed business sessions and
State Dinner. As an icing on the cake, our Worthy
State Deputy W. Charles Russell did the First Reading during the second day Mass celebration. If you
were a delegate at that time, you would have felt a
sense of pride to be a knight from Alberta! The
2017 Supreme Convention will be in St. Louis, Missouri.
The Annual State Council Convention to be held at
the Westin Hotel Edmonton from April 28, 29 and
(Continued on page 7)
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O

ctober is a great month in which to offer prayers,
because the month of October is a special Thanksgiving
reminder to all of us for the call to pray for the abundant blessings and graces received through our Lord
Jesus Christ.
As we are now approaching the next quarter of Columbian Year, let us prepare ourselves for more activities in
the months ahead to attain our goals.
A reminder letter has been recently sent to the Councils
that haven’t submitted their 2016 State Per Capita and
Liability Insurance payment, please send your payment
as soon as possible in order to close the Per Capita file.
The Charities Appeal Tickets have already been distributed to all Councils.
I was invited to a few Council’s meetings and I have noticed that some of the them are not following the procedures on how to conduct a meeting. Here are some
points to remember:
The Grand Knight must conduct his meetings in strict
accordance with the Charter, Constitution and Laws of
the Knights of Columbus, supplemented by the Council’s
by-laws and according to parliamentary procedure. The
standard reference on the subject is “Robert’s Rules of
Order” available from a local library or book store. The
order of business for conducting a Council meeting is
outlined in the “responsibilities of the Grand
Knight” (#1937), available from the Supreme Council
Supply Dept. In addition to learning these rules and following them scrupulously, the Grand Knight must control the meeting politely but firmly, so that it does not
get out of hand through unnecessary arguments or unpleasant wrangling. The Grand Knight should prevent
any discussion from wandering from the business of the
day.
The Grand Knight is the presiding Officer in the Council.
When a member wishes to speak, he does so by rising
from his seat, addressing the chair by saying “Worthy
Grand Knight” and saluting at the same time. The Grand
Knight will return the salute and acknowledge the member. The Grand Knight should at all times refer to and
(Continued on page 10)
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Gaston Launière

By John W. Onyskiw

IN THE MIND’S EYE. - “You don’t need to worry
where your feet will take you, if your heart and
head are on the right path.”
David Bly.

D

ear Brother Knights,

As your State Advocate, I have an important role to play
in protecting the young people who participate in the
Order’s programs and activities in our jurisdiction. In
order to better support our members in creating a safe
environment for the young people served by the Knights
of Columbus, the Order is providing me with access to
the online ARMATUS training and Administration
dashboard.
My principal job as State Advocate is to use the Administration dashboard to assist our State Deputy in monitoring the overall compliance of those members within
our jurisdiction who are required to complete the training and background check.
Additionally, as State Advocate, my role is to:
Ensure that every council completes and submits Form
365 (Service Program Personnel Report) in a timely
manner.
In order for me to do the work properly/accurately, all
Councils have to fill out the Form 365 and send this to
the Supreme and a copy to the State Deputy Charles.
Once they receive the form, a stat compilation will be
returned to me for analysis
Now let’s go with numbers, 106/168 Councils have NOT
filled the Form 365 in the whole jurisdiction as of Aug
31, 2016. Hopefully, you will help to reduce this number
by ½ by the end of Sept 2016. Please, would you be kind
enough to fill out this form a.s.a.p.
If you have any questions about this program, please
call me or better yet, email me at stateadvocate@kofc.ab.ca.
Vivat Jesus!
Gaston Launière
State Advocate / Avocat d’État
State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 2 October 2016

O

nce again Mother Nature has bestowed upon us
that colorful season of fall and with it brings Thanksgiving. The time of year we celebrate with family and
friends giving thanks to Our Lord. But let us not forget
those less fortunate than ourselves both here at home
and abroad. Every day the news shows us victims suffering from some calamity, displacement, or act of violence
occurring somewhere in the world. Let us pray for these
victims and especially for peace so we may all live as
God intended with our brothers and sisters.
The first quarter for our new Columbian Year 2016 has
proven to be busy as usual. Many events occurred
throughout out jurisdiction but I want to share three
events of Knights in Action that occurred in the Edmonton area.
During the week of August 8th Archbishop Pettipau
hosted a Seminar in Edmonton. Several of the invited
included 14 priests from different cities in Canada that
had attended the seminary in Edmonton years ago and
were ordained here. In July the State Board received a
request to organize drivers for the transportation to pick
up the priests upon their arrival at the Edmonton International airport and later in the week provide transportation back to the airport for their flight home.
In September the State Board received another request
to assist in providing transportation from and to the Edmonton International airport for nine bishops that were
coming to Edmonton for the Episcopal Ordination of
Bishop-elect Kasun on September 12th.
I would like to extend a big heartfelt thank you and appreciation to Brother Gregory Amerongen for taking on
these tasks of organizing all the drivers for the transportation for both these events… a job very well done!
On September 17th I had the privilege of attending the
Blessing & Dedication of the site visited by Saint John
Paul II thirty-two years ago. On September 17, 1984,
Saint John Paul II visited Elk Island Park to reflect and
rest during his visit to Canada. Working in close collaboration, Parks Canada and five local Councils of the
Knights of Columbus (District 19) undertook to recommemorate this memorable visit. A replica bench and
five interpretive panels were erected at the Tawayik Day
Use Area where his Holiness walked and prayed. Chan(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

cellor Fr. Adam Lech representing the Edmonton Catholic Archdiocese, His Excellency Bishop David Motiuk representing the Edmonton Ukrainian Eparchy, and
Archbishop Emeritus Joseph McNeil were in attendance
as well as many knights, their families and the public. I
urge all our Brother Knights to visit and experience
some of this history.
In the past the duties of a State Warden were twofold…
being responsible for the State assets and protocol. Supreme has now added a new responsibility and title for
the State Wardens as the State Retention Coordinator. I
will now be working closely with all our Regional Recruitment and Retention Chairmen, our District Deputies
and at times the Council Retention Committees to ensure that every possible attempt is made to contact and
retain any members that are being suspended or wish to
withdraw their membership.
Now to my favorite topic – protocol. First off “What is
protocol?” By definition it is “a system of rules that explain the correct conduct and procedures to be followed
in formal situations. According to the official definition
as per the Knights of Columbus, “Protocol is a rigid code
setting forth the degree of obedience, the order of
precedence, and the rules of official and social behavior.” It covers anything that is proper and in good taste,
formality, suitable dress, seating, social behavior, customs and regulations dealing with the ceremonials and
etiquette of the Order. I will not list every rule governing
every situation as they are too numerous. You will never
go wrong by applying common courtesy and proper consideration for the office represented by the person.
In each publication of State Affairs I will share and educate our members on protocol. This first article focuses
on the Council Warden. The following are excerpts from
the revised 2015 Grand Knight’s Manual accessible to all
members on the State web site.
Duties of the Warden
1. Be present at all Council meetings.
2. Be on-time or a little early at all Council meetings.
3. Be in charge of all Council property except moneys
and officer’s record books.
4. Keep all property in proper condition for Councils
meetings.
5. Instruct the Guards in their duties (obtain the Duties of the Guards from the Grand Knight Manual
and distribute to the Inside and Outside Guards)
Page 4

6. Set up Council chambers for meetings according to
the rules of the Order
- Tables, chairs, flags, etc.
7. Inspect travelling (membership) cards assisted by
Inside Guard.
8. Notify the Grand Knight either just before or at the
start of the meeting that …
“All members present are in possession of their current membership card”.
9. Instruct Council members at least once a year on
the Ceremonials of the Order, after gaining permission of the Grand Knight.
10. Adopt the roll of ‘watch-dog’ during lengthy debates and drawn-out business discussions at meetings.
11. Obtains and familiarizes himself with procedures
and presentation of Memorials, Charters, Clergy
Rights, etc.
Protocol
1. Find out from the Grand Knight if any guests will be
attending the meeting. Ensure sufficient seating is
provided. All guests are to be seated at the front of
the room to the right of the Grand Knight.
2. The Council Chaplin is to be seated at the head table.
3. The following may be raised if members consistently fail to rise and properly address the Grand
Knight before they address the Council. This may
be done at the start of the meeting or during the
meeting. Remind the Council that whenever someone wishes to have the floor to speak:
A) Raise their hand to gain the attention of the
Grand Knight
B) Once acknowledged by the Grand Knight, rise,
make a vertical salute representing the trunk of
the cross saying “Worthy Grand Knight” then
proceed to speak.
C) At the conclusion the member again make a
vertical salute representing the trunk of the
cross saying “Worthy Grand Knight” and then
sits down.
(Continued on page 11)
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From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Ken Kluchky

W

Don’t Crowdfund Your Family’s Future

T

here is a new phenomenon sweeping the internet:
crowdfunding. Pioneered by organizations like GoFundMe, crowdfunding allows anyone to donate to a
project or cause online.
Crowdfunding is increasingly being used to raise funds
for grieving families. Chances are you’ve seen this more
than once. Someone passes away, and within a day or
two a representative from the family opens a crowdfunding page to raise funds to pay for funeral expenses
and medical bills.
Without question, crowdfunding is a great way to harness the power of the internet for charitable ends, but it
is often insufficient.
Recent studies show that the average crowdfunding memorial page raises $2,000-$2,200 — far below the average cost of funeral services. Grieving families are left to
deal with the shortfall as well as the additional stress of
soliciting donations, figuring out how to access the
money and calculating platform fees.
September is designated as Life Insurance Awareness
Month. It’s a great opportunity for you to evaluate your
life insurance coverage and make sure your family’s future will not be left up to a crowdfunding page.
Since life insurance guards against one of life’s only certainties, it’s a product that nearly everyone needs. The
question is not “Do I need life insurance?” but rather
“Who should I get it from?”
For us Knights, the answer is easy.
Every life insurance company sells life insurance. There
are hundreds of them in North America. But there’s only
one life insurance Company that belongs to you.
From the beginning, the Knights of Columbus has been
determined to offer insurance by brother Knights for
brother Knights and to uphold the Catholic commitment
that has animated our Order since Father McGivney’s
time.
(Continued on page 12)
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e are now into our fourth month of the Columbian year, and our membership recruitment has
been lagging. Our membership growth to September 23, 2016 is 64 (7.95%) towards our quota of
805. I have confidence that we will achieve the Circle of Honor goal again this year. October will see
much growth with our scheduled Church Drives and
Admission Degrees. Let us all be effective and efficient in our efforts to grow our Council membership. It is only through asking that we will receive.
The $2000.00 Jackpot recruiter prize winners have
been selected. The list is published on our AB/NWT
State website. The Jumpstart Award for July and
August winners have also been identified. Congratulations to all our recruiters. The winners of the
watches are named on our website. It is with much
gratitude that I thank everyone for their successful
recruitment activities.
The September Tim Horton card winners list will
also be published when it is confirmed from Supreme.
There will be a recruiter’s award program for the
October, November, December quarter. The qualifications for winning the award will be distributed to
all Councils. Remember that each new member is a
reward to the Council and membership is a benefit
to the new Knight.
State Deputy Charles Russell has arranged for training activities in our regions. You will be notified
when and where these activities will be in your areas. Please make a strong effort to have your Council executives and members participate in these
workshops to learn more about the K of C and develop knowledge and skills for more effective recruitment and retention.
District Deputies, please communicate with your
Councils and have them coordinate their Admission
(Continued on page 11)
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From the State Program Director
By Michael Isakeit

S

o you are not sure what programs to do ,what is
available?
On the website: kofc.ab.ca , there will be a Program
descriptions, forms, website link and contact info under each Director.
Invite your friends of your parish to be part of your
programs and they will see, by your actions, what a
great organization the Knights of Columbus is. Programs are the best way to attract members.
We hear a lot about getting men to join this great organization. No members no organization.
Here are the Program Directors and activities they are
looking after (looking for more):
Church Activities : Liam Connelly , churchdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Father McGivney Guild, Pennies for Heaven, Vocations, RSVP, 5th Sunday Rosary Program,
Marion Hour of Prayer
Community Activities: Leonardo M. Sosa Jr., communitydirector@kofc.ab.ca
Wheelchair Foundation, Special Olympics, Respect
Life Oratorical, Clothing Drive
Culture of Life: Patrice Roussel , cultureoflifechaircouple@kofc.ab.ca
Council Activities and Athletic Events: William S. Potvin, councildirector@kofc.ab.ca
Charities Appeal, State Supplies, Alberta/NWT State
Convention, Star Council, State Curling,
State Hockey, State Golf
Youth Activities: Ken Waldron, youthdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Basketball Free Throw, Coats for Kids, Soccer Challenge, Hockey Blast
Family Activities: Sal Ficaccio, familydirector@kofc.ab.ca
Building the Domestic Church, Family of the Month,
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Refund for Hunger Outreach Programs
As you put your yearly programs together for your
area, look at how the programs fit in with Star Council
Award.
Any new ideas or questions on Programs, contact the
Brother Knights shown or contact me.
Michael Isakeit,
programdirector@kofc.ab.ca
phone: 403-278-5967

From the Father McGivney Guild
By William J. Smith

B

rother Knights, Spouses and Family:

September is over and the events and activities are well
on their way for the 2016-2017 year. We should remember to include the Venerable Father McGivney in
our prayers for our meetings, activities or events. There
are prayers available and we should be handing them
out to the membership and families.
Supreme is working hard to keep the message of Father
McGivney alive and strong, so with our help we will continue to develop and promote the Canonization of Father McGivney. With Fall and Winter closing in on us, we
have many inside events planned. Include your family
and friends. The application forms for joining the Father
McGivney Guild should be available at all activities.
Membership in the guild is not limited to only Knights of
Columbus members, but family and friends. When you
bring members into the order, have them complete an
application form along with the Form 100. They can join
at any time.
To join the Guild, fill in and submit this form online or
email. http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/
contact/register.html
Drive carefully.
Vivat Jesus!
William J Smith, IPSD Alberta/NWT
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From the State Communications & PR Director

By Michael Anctil

H

ello Brother Knights, Hopefully this report
finds you and your family well. I ask State Webmaster Mike Duddy to update the progress of our new
State website which was launched a few months
ago. We’re always looking for new content that’s of
interest to our website visitors please forward the
information to me or the State office. Please see
Mike Duddy’s report below.
Thank you and God Bless.
The fall season is upon us and it is time for another
quarterly review of website traffic and responses.
Our website continues to show growth over last
year in terms of both content, and visitors. The new
website seems to be helping keep visitors on the
website longer overall and some of the new features such as the council finder, seem to be a big hit
among our visitors.
On the security side of things, we are seeing a trend
of increasing spam on some of our council email
addresses. If you are seeing more spam on your @
kofc.ab.ca accounts, please let us know so that we
can continue to monitor the results of our efforts to
curb this trend. Sucuri, our security monitoring
company, continues to report hundreds of attack
attempts per day on our website, which they mitigate, and so we have not had any issues in terms of
anything malicious getting into our website.
As always, if you have any comments or suggestions on the websites design or features. Don't
hesitate to contact us.
Michael Duddy
State Website Director
Michael Anctil
Communications & PR Director
State Technology Chairman - Joseph Duenas
State Assistant Technology Chairman - John Luk
State Videographer / Photography - Edmonton Lito Soco
State Webmaster - Mike Duddy
Archives Chairman - Vacant
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30, 2017, is seven months away but the State Convention Committee, led by Chair Brother John
Ducharme, have been busy since a couple of
months ago making preparations to ensure its success. Among other matters, a big part of the success of any convention is fundraising. Items for silent auctions and monetary donations will be
greatly appreciated. Remember, this is our convention. See you there!
How time flies! It was as if just yesterday that we
had the Corpus Christi One Body One Spirit Gala
held at the Shaw Conference Center on October 3,
2015. Due to the tremendous support of the faith
community in Edmonton, especially the Knights of
Columbus, we raised around $130,000.00 towards
the construction of the new church in southeast
Edmonton. At present, several fundraising initiatives are being undertaken to help pay off the
shortfall of approximately $9.6 million. As good
Catholics, wherever we might be, since a church
belongs to all of us, any amount of donation or support towards fundraising activities is greatly appreciated. God works in so many mysterious ways. A
case in point: At the last Edmonton Chapter meeting on September 7, 2016, I was dumbfounded
when PSD and Former Supreme Director Jules A.
Lacoursiere handed me a cheque as his “late contribution” to the Corpus Christi Church because of his
inability to attend the Gala almost a year ago!
Thank you, Brother Jules and beloved wife Carol,
for your generous donation. As well, thank you to
the past, present and future benefactors!
As I write this on the eve of our much awaited and
long anticipated vacation, we are thankful and
grateful to God for His many blessings in our lives
and family.
Happy Thanksgiving!
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Secretary
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The Making of the Nativity Frames for
the “Christ in Christmas”

In the spring of 2016 two Councils received requests from holy Spirit Catholic School in
Lethbridge to assist with the cost of two new icons
of St. Joseph in the school. The Councils made a
joint request for funds from the Alberta Charitable
Foundation which was approved. Pictured with the
special icons: Myles Bourke GK of 9280 and Richard Shelson GK of 1490.

SS Vince Reyes stresses a point during the District
13 Organizational Meeting on Aug 20, 2016 hosted
by Father Bonner Council 7599
From left: SMD Ken Kluchky, Field Agent Michel de
Ocampo, DD Manuel Ibasco and Wheelchair Fdn
Chair Richard Rajotte.

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg
format to the State Office via email at:

stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca

1st picture: Left to Right, Gilles, Claude, Guy,
Robert and Bernard from Council 7212, Calgary
2nd picture: Hard at work, SA Gaston and
Claude, Treasurer of Council 7212

Please provide a brief description of the picture you are sending.
Page 8
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From the Charitable Foundation

From the State Community Director

By Wally Streit, President

By Leo Sosa

C

atch the Spirit campaign – You may recall from
our campaign mass mail out that our original goal
was one million dollars. Our interim goal now is
$900,000. Thereafter we will, in the 2017-2018 Columbian year, host “Top Up Dinners” in Calgary and
Edmonton to get us over the one million.
So how are we doing on the $900,000? We have
pledges-donations totalling $866,749- it has been
along journey. Getting to home plate is always a
challenge and in this case $34,000, is not exception.
However we believe in our Brother Knights and we
trust you believe in CHARITY.
Contact has been made with some Councils/
association to increase their pledge or make an extra donation. In fairness, we are contacting Councils
that have not made a pledge (115 Councils have
made a pledge). Follow-up letters are going forward to the Councils we contact. We invite every
Council, Assembly, associations and Brother Knight
to consider helping us with that last $34,000 and in
the process conclude our campaign. Please send
me an e-mail (streitw@gmail.com)
ACF Web Page – We encourage you to visit the ACF
web page. One of the links takes you to the guidelines to request a donation. Our Board will meet
next on January 7, 2017. If you have a charity that
you wish to have applied for a donation please get
the completed application to our Donation Chairman by December 7, 2016.
Tip UP Dinners – Advanced planning is required for
these dinners. If you can provide help on these
committees please contact Glen Murphy or Willis
Winter in Calgary and in Edmonton contact Wally
Streit.
Fraternally,
Wally N. Streit – PSD
President – ACF

Canadian Wheelchair Foundation and Knights of
Columbus

T

he Knights of Columbus partnered with Canadian
Wheelchair Foundation to raise funding for purchase
and delivery of life-changing wheelchairs to people in
need all over the world. For every donation of $190 received by the Global Wheelchair Mission, it can deliver a
brand new wheelchair to the recipient. They are shipped
in containers of 100 to 280 wheelchairs each directly
from the factory to the destination countries at no cost
to the recipients. The Councils are able to sponsor entire
containers to the country of their choice. Councils are
encouraged to promote this program to their membership, parish, inviting personal consideration, as well as
implementing this as an ongoing charitable event.
How can a Council Participate and Support the WCF Program?
Action Steps (from KofC Partnership Programs):
1. Consider appointing The Global Wheelchair Mission
chairman or assigning the task to the community activities chairman for the council.
2. Contact the State Council to learn if there is a state
chairman who is responsible for coordinating statewide
activities, and determine how your council, assembly or
circle can support these activities and initiatives.
3. Arrange a goal for the council to raise annually as a
contribution to The Global Wheelchair Mission – a specific dollar amount, a specific number of wheelchairs,
etc. Schedule events to raise monies, and promote goal
to members encouraging individual contributions.
4. Work with other parish groups or civic organizations
in your community to organize joint efforts to support
The Global Wheelchair Mission.
5. Consider determining a location (country) to support the distribution of wheelchairs – and promote this
to the members and throughout the community.
6. Print and distribute copies of the donation form to
council members and their families, encouraging personal donation to the Mission. Donation forms should
be collected by the council or state chairman, or make
arrangements for individuals to note the council information on the form and send directly.
7. Recognize donors of the council at a council meeting, or annual awards banquet or ceremony.
Report your activities to the Supreme Council with
(Continued on page 10)

State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 2 October 2016

Page 9

From the Special Olympics Liaison N

By Francis Lajeunesse

(Continued from page 2, State Treasurer)

address his officers by their proper title. He thus sets a
good example for the council members to follow. All
members who are not officers, should be recognized by
name as “Brother_____”. All speech must be directed to
the chair (the Grand Knight); for example: “Worthy
Grand Knight, may I ask the previous speaker to explain.... ”The Grand Knight always speaks in the third
person such as, “The chair rules that......” or “Your
Grand Knight reports that....”Members should speak of
the chair in the third person: “Worthy Grand Knight, will
the chair please explain the effect of the pending motion?”
More information to follow next issue.
Happy Thanksgiving Day everyone! God Bless.
Vivat Jesus!
Bro. Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Treasurer
(Continued from page 9, State Community Director)

the Global Wheelchair Report (#10071) or for Canadian
councils the Global Wheelchair Report (#10071-C). Remember that working with the Wheelchair Mission is
one of our "featured" programs. If the council, working
with the parish, raises the funds to purchase 100 or
more wheelchairs, the council would fulfill all four of the
programming requirements in the Community Activities
category for the Columbian Award.
Bring independence and mobility to disabled throughout
the world who cannot afford a wheelchair by supporting
the Wheelchair Foundation. Currently, our Wheelchair
Foundation Chairmen are: in the North, Bro Richard JP
Rajotte (780-478-9111 or richardrajotte@shaw.ca), in
Red Deer, Bro Michael Breunig (403-342-6542 or mbreunig@telus.net), in Calgary, Bro Glen Turner (403-2885314 or dmkids57@outlook.com).

D

ear Brother Knights,

I handed out, at the Sept Edmonton Chapter Meeting, the Special Olympics Package. If you did not
receive one, please let me know and I will mail it
out to you as soon as possible.
Remember to send the donation checks to Special
Olympics by December 31, 2016 please. Donations
can come from Charities Appeal ticket sales, Donation containers at the back of your parishes, pass
out a jar or two at your Council Meetings, have a
fundraising banquet with a silent auction or have a
raffle with net proceeds going to Special Olympics.
Other ideas could be volunteering for the activities
and events for this worthy cause. Get out there and
help out, it will make a different in their lives.
As we order your vests for volunteering, either
wear it at Special Olympic events or helping with
parking lot patrol at your church. Wear it at children's Christmas Parties. Be seen wearing it and be
proud to wear it!
Yours in Christ and God Bless,
Francis Lajeuenesse
Special Olympics Liaison North
(780) 991-8776 (text or call)
specialolympicsliaisonnorth@kofc.ab.ca

Brother Knights, we are the hands and feet of Jesus. I
encourage you and challenge you to engage in making
our communities a place where people see Jesus at
work.
Vivat Jesus!
Leo Sosa
State Community Director
Page 10
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From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Grand Knights and Faithful Navigators,

Please ensure that your Councils and Assemblies appoint a Chairman for the Pennies for Heaven program. I
thank you for your support for this important State Program.
Pleas call me if you need any assistance to any one who
needs help setting up or promoting any function to raise
awareness and fundraising for the Pennies for Heaven
Program. Remember every penny counts to assist our
Seminaries.
Please make your cheques payable to Alberta K of C and
mail to:
#4, 5579 47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Fraternally yours,
Brian H. Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman
(Continued from page 4, State Warden)

4. A full size Canada flag and Vatican or Papal flag
(optional) is displayed to the left of the Grand
Knight. All other flags (Council, Alberta, etc.) are displayed to the right of the Grand Knight.
5. After the meeting the flags may be stored in the
closet.
After the opening prayer the national anthem “O
Canada” should be sung by all members present.
Brother Knights it is important for all Knights to know
and understand Protocol whether or not you hold a position of office. Please refer to the Grand Knights Manual on the State website for additional information.

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

Report which means 56% of the Councils are delinquent. There are 100 Councils that have not submitted their Service Program Personnel Report.
53 Councils have not submitted the Report of Officers chosen for the Term.
Worthy District Deputies, contact the Councils in
your Districts and help them complete these reports. Otherwise, the Councils will not be getting
vital information from Supreme or from the State.
Worthy Brothers, this may seem like a negative
message, but I feel that you need to know that
facts if we are to succeed. We must ALL do our part
if we are to be successful and repeat what we were
able to accomplish last Columbian Year.
On another note, we have a number of events coming up: Padre Night, Memorial Masses, training
seminars, etc. I hope to see some of you at these
functions.
We welcome a new Council 16531, St Joseph of Calgary in District 34. Congratulations to D/D Aleksander Gurgul and to Bill Lewchuk , FIC. We are working on reactivating two other Councils in the Calgary area.
I know that we can repeat our successes from last
Columbian Year and remember that:

Strength in Unity and Fraternity
W. Charles Russell
State Deputy

(Continued from page 5, State Membership Director)

Wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

Degree dates so that there are choices as to where
and when your candidates may be exemplified.
Let us develop our strength in unity and fraternity.
Vivat Jesus,

Sir Knight John Onyskiw
State Warden

Ken Kluchky
State Membership Director

God Bless all Knights and their family.
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From the State Family Coordinator
By Sal Ficaccio
“It’s worth the fight and struggle for the family”.
(Quote from Pope Francis).

W

orthy Grand Knights, Council Officers, and returning Officers, I would like to encourage every Council to
live and exemplify the vision of our founder Venerable
Fr. Michael J. McGivney in helping, protecting, and honoring families. Family is the foundation and future of the
Church. Pope Francis and our Supreme Knight Carl
Anderson have been promoting and encouraging the
Knights to take the challenge.
The “Family of the Month” is the only program in our
Council that recognizes a family each month that has
exemplified and lived a Christian Life in Council, Church
and Community. I encourage each and every Council to
nominate and submit on a monthly basis a worthy family within their Council, so that it can be recognized at
Council, State and Supreme levels. The form is available
online (1993A).
Please use the resources that have been provided to you
to encourage family activities as outlined in the booklet
“Building the Domestic Church” (10162). In the month
of November it is suggested for movie night “It’s a Wonderful Life” to be shown. Invite all of the families in your
parish for this event.
Let’s live our motto, “FAMILY-TOGETHER IN OUR FAITH
AND OUR FUTURE”.
Vivat Jesus!
Sal Ficaccio

(Continued from page 5, General Agent)

So, as we observe Life Insurance Awareness Month,
don’t leave your family’s future to chance charity. Protect your family with the safety and guarantees of life
insurance from the Knights of Columbus.
For more information please call you local agent or AB/
NWT regional office at 403-343-2242 or email at
bouchardagencymail@kofc.org
Marc Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent, AB/NWT
Page 12

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

and we become accustomed to it even though it is
pretty busy. The fall seems more traumatic because we
may still be going a hundred kilometers per hour, but
we had to get there from our idling along, school zone
speed of thirty kilometers per hour. A pretty dramatic
change in our activity level. I offer these thoughts because this fall for the first time in five years I am not
fully immersed in the design, build and fundraising for
the Church of Corpus Christi in South East Edmonton.
Praise God the doors are open and Corpus Christi is percolating along under her own steam with her own parish
team breaking a lot of new ground. I assumed that my
fall would be relatively relaxed in comparison to the frenetic pace of the previous five falls. Not so as it turns
out. I do believe my workload has decreased dramatically on a number of fronts. However, because I also
enjoyed a pretty great and relaxing summer with lots of
golf, a far less demanding schedule in the parish and
even a tendency to sleep a little later in the mornings, I
have had a challenging time getting up to speed. My
ministry load is less than in previous years but I am finding it just as challenging to keep up with the day to day
stuff of a busy fall schedule.
Perhaps there is a subliminal message in all this. Pay me
now or pay me later. Brothers, always treasure the gift
of extra family time and good weather that we are often
blessed with during the summer months. It is another of
God’s loving gifts to us. However, at one point we will
be invited to get back in the saddle and continue to
share our gifts of Time and Talent with our Brother
Knights, our parish and our community. We simply need
to be grateful for our summer blessings but as disciples
of Jesus Christ our primary role is to share the gifts of
our Time, Talent and Treasure in order to make our
world a better place. Please note that even our Lord Jesus Himself would go off to a quiet place by Himself and
pray after a particularly big day or prior to a big event in
His ministry. He trusted in His Father in heaven and always received the grace to accomplish what was
needed. We too need to pray, trust and cooperate. “My
grace is sufficient for you, (2 Cor. 12, 8b).” Brothers,
God’s continued blessings on your fall preparations in so
many areas of your busy but fruitful lives.

Fr. Jim Corrigan
State Chaplain
State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 2 October 2016

Congratulations
Families of the Month
2016—2017
July 2016
Florent & Helene Duguay
Wilson & Dianne Figueroa

LaVérendrye Council #1938
Father Bonner Council #7599

August 2016
Alois & Linda Kolinsky

Father Bonner Council #7599

Winners of the Holy Family Statue
July 2016
Wilson & Dianne Figueroa

Father Bonner Council #7599

August2016
Alois & Linda Kolinsky

Father Bonner Council #7599

“Strength in Unity and Fraternity”
State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 2 October 2016
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SECOND &THIRD DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION SCHEDULE
(Second and Third Degree Are Stand Alone Dates)
2016 – 2017
* Second and Third Degree Together
DATE

LOCATION –
EDMONTON

LO LOCATION
CO CORDINATOR

DEGREE
TEAM

C.O.

S. Hovath

TBA

G. Woodlock

M. Ibasco
D. Pawlowski
G. Korte
W. Potvin
LOCATION COORDINATOR

TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
DEGREE
TEAM

A. Gurgal

Calgary

S. Ficaccio

Calgary

S. Ficaccio

Calgary

W. Muscoby

Calgary
Calgary
DEGREE
TEAM
Lethbridge

W. Muscoby
W. Muscoby

FP

SECOND DEGREE
*October 15, 2016
November 2, 2016
December 6, 2016
*March 18, 2017
*June 3, 2017
DATE

Second degree
Third Degree

LOCATION CALGARY

SECOND DEGREE
*October 22, 2016
January 4, 2017
January 17, 2017

Second degree
7:00 pm
Third degree
7:00 pm

DATE

LOCATION

*March 12, 2017
*March 25, 2017
*April 1, 2017

Lethbridge
Peace River
Red Deer

W. Lungal
M. McDonald
LOCATION COORDINATOR
A. Soshalski
R. Gagnon
M. Sych

*April 8, 2017

Yellowknife

A. Dumont

*April 22, 2017

Wainwright

H.Becker

*May 6, 2017

Medicine Hat

W. Fardy

*May 13, 2017
*June 3, 2017

Grande Prairie
Edson
Fort
McMurray
Fort
McMurray
La Verendrye
La Verendrye

Chris Chiasson
W. Coes

*March 25, 2017
June 10, 2017

October 29, 2016
February 18, 2017
October 24, 2016
November 28, 2016
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Medicine
Hat

C.O.

C.O.

FP

G. Lazzaretto
G. Woodlock
G. Lazzaretto
G. Woodlock/
G.Lazzaretto
G.lazzaretto
G. Lazzaretto
G. Woodlock

L. Goethals

Third degree

L. Goethals

G . Woodlock

Second degree
Third degree

French
French

J. Duguay

Jurisdiction

FP

W. Muscoby

Second degree

STATE DEPUTY
FORM 537-NC

Calgary

G. Woodlock
G. Woodlock
G. Woodlock

W. Charles Russell
Alberta

Revised Date: Aug 23, 2016
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
prayers:
♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

Please keep Sir Knight Rene Lejeune and his
family in your prayers, as he passed away recently.
Condolences from the Alberta Knights of Columbus and Brother Knights to the family of
Brother Allan Stodalka who passed away August 31, 2016. We pray he rests in peace with
his lovely wife Lynn.
Pray for the sole of Brother Mark Cross who
passed away August 25, 2016. God has called
him home.
Father Bonner Council announces the passing
of Brother Ronald Fath with great sadness.
Please pray for the repose of his sole and for
the needs of his family at this difficult time.
With sadness we announce the passing of UteToal, wife of Brother Dan Toal Council 4788.
Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord and all the
faithful departed.
Please pray for the repose of the soul for young
Paul Lema who passed away at a tender age of
12. Son of Brother Brian Lema and Grandson of
Brother Peter Lema. Pray his family has the
strength at this time to find peace.
Brother Ferdinand Ackerman passed away Oct
2, 2016 at the age of 90 years. Please pray for
his family and friends that this time of sorrow.
Sadness for the passing of Brother Joe Pimentel
on Oct 5, 2016. Lord, open your arms to accept
his soul into Heaven and Pray his family can
find peace.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

ANNUAL STATE GOLF HOSTED BY BROTHER
ANTHONY COUNCIL 10014
This event is now complete

2017 STATE ANNUAL CURLING BONSPIEL
Sunday, February 26 Monday, February 27, 2017
Fort Sasktachewan, AB
Further details to be determined.

2016 STATE ANNUAL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
This event is now complete
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)

tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca

State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 2 October 2016

Page 15

From, The State Executive Board &
State Council Office Staff
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca

December 2016

Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“On one of his visits with Pope Francis,

“May our loving God, bless you, your fami-

the Pope thanked Supreme Knight Anderson for all the good work the 1.9 million
Knights do throughout the world but, he
said we can do more.”
W. Charles Russell

A

s we approach the most joyous time of the
year, let us all prepare ourselves by observing the Advent season. Let us prepare ourselves to
welcome the coming of our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Building the Domestic Church, the program started
a year ago was a challenge issued by Pope Francis
to our Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson. On one of
his visits with Pope Francis, the Pope thanked Supreme Knight Anderson for all the good work the
1.9 million Knights do throughout the world but, he
said we can do more.
Thus the “Building of the Domestic Church” program came to be. Supreme Knight Anderson met
with Supreme Chaplain, Archbishop Lori and a number of Bishops and Priests and the “Building of the
Domestic Church” program came to life.
Please talk to your Parish Priests to explain the program to them so that we can implement the program worldwide. We, Knights, must show our families and fellow parishioners that we walk the talk. If
we are the right arm of the Church, we must lead
by example!
I encourage all Council Members to talk advantage
of the PRAESIDIUM Safe Environment Program. It is
mandatory for all Grand Knights, Faithful Navigators and Youth Directors to take the course on-line.
It is open to all Members who are involved in youth
(Continued on page 6)

lies and your Council activities during this
Advent/Christmas season.”
Fr. Jim Corrigan

M

y Dear Brothers in the Risen
Lord;

I don’t know about you but I am very grateful that
the snow held off for as long as it did at least in
central and southern Alberta. I always find it a bit of
a dubious adventure the first time I have to face
the snow shovel and our three vehicle driveway.
But you know, it is very much like the projects we
undertake as Knights of Columbus. It seems the
hardest part of any project or mission is taking the
first step, the first shovel of snow, or the first meeting. Brothers, one of the things about being an Albertan and a Knight is that we are a little bit like the
post man. The weather does not stop what we are
about or what we are doing.
As we close out the end of the Church’s liturgical
year and begin anew with the Advent season may
our own resolve be strengthened in our service to
our families, our Church and our Knights. Yes some
of the necessities are not so much fun (snow shoveling, planning meetings etc.) but they are the necessary first step to move forward with initiatives
that come to us from Supreme, from State and
from the floor.
I am firmly convinced that the Knights of Columbus
(Continued on page 13)

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Mendita

“Christmas Star”

J

ust like many Brother Knights and their families, for
the past 15 years or so now, my beloved wife, Ruby
and I, enthusiastically deliver food hampers usually on a
Saturday before Christmas. As in years past, it is going to
be held at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Elementary
School located at 6614-129 Avenue, Edmonton, starting
at 8:00 a.m., Saturday, December 17. As a way of giving
something back to the community, take advantage of
the many opportunities which we can share our time,
talent and resources to the many different worthwhile
activities this Christmas season to alleviate the sufferings of the needy and less fortunate. Pope Francis has a
reminder to all of us: “How marvelous would it be if at
the end of the day, each of us could say: Today, I have
performed an act of charity towards others.”
Talking about reminders, at the Supreme Council level,
the following reports are now due: Report of Council
Officers (#185), July 1; Service Program Personnel Report (#365), August 1; Semi-Annual Audit Report
(#1295), August 15. The Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity (#1728) as of December 31 is due on January 31,
2017. Please note that Forms 365 and 1728 are mandatory requirements for the Star Council Award. If you
have not submitted any of these reports, please do so
right away! If you need any assistance, please do not
hesitate to contact your District Deputy or myself.

I

t is the time of the year again that we prepare ourselves for the celebration of the
birth of Christ. We know that the campaign to
‘Keep Christ in Christmas; is about more than ensuring that religious symbols and greetings are reflected in our society, as meaningful as these expressions are. Rather, keeping Christ in Christmas
begins in our hearts, and extends to those around
us, especially in our homes and Parishes. So, as the
Advent season is near, let us now start our campaign to ‘Keep Christ in Christmas.’ Let us celebrate
the season with our family and Council members in
the manner it was intended.
We are currently in the process of reviewing the
Budget for next year as well as preparing for the
upcoming Annual Convention which will be held
here in Edmonton on April 28-30, 2017. Councils
should start gathering their financial paperwork for
mid year audit.

Time goes fast! Almost six months have passed now into

As part of the 15th year celebration of The Nazareno
Council 12904, The newly elected Grand Knight,
Brother Rolly Marcos together with PSD & FMFD
Brother Lito Reyes, Brother Teddy Tuazon and
Brother Bong Estoque organized a successful seven
day pilgrimage to the United States which includes
a visit to National Shrine of Divine Mercy in Stockbridge, Massachusetts, St Joseph Cathedral in Hartford, Connecticut and St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New
York City. The highlights of this pilgrimage was visiting to the birth place of Knights of Columbus in
New Haven, Connecticut. The Officers of the Nazareno Council 12904 for the Columbian Year 20162017 were installed by PSD & FMFD Brother Lito
Reyes and Assisted by DD#13 Brother Manny Ibasco
which was held in the basement of St Mary’s
Church in New Haven, Connecticut, where the
Knights of Columbus was founded. It was the Alberta’s first Council that hold their Installation at
the founding Chamber. They’re lucky to have had
the opportunity to visit the birthplace of the
Knights of Columbus and to have been able to give
respect to Venerable Michael J. Mcgivney’s tomb

(Continued on page 6)

(Continued on page 9)

At the State Council level, the following must be submitted to the Red Deer office no later than January 31,
2017: Resolutions, competition entries on the 6 Surge
Programs: Church, Community, Council, Culture of Life,
Family and Youth, Family of the Year, Knight of the Year
and Council bulletin. The requirements and basis for
judging are in the Grand Knight’s Manual.
Resolutions with regards to nominations to any position
to the State Executive Board such as the State Deputy,
State Secretary, State Treasurer, State Advocate and
State Warden, Insurance or Associate Delegate to the
Supreme Convention must reach the Red Deer office on
or before February 28, 2017. By the way, next year’s
Supreme Convention is going to be held in St. Louis, Missouri, usually sometime in the first week of August.
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Gaston Launière

By John W. Onyskiw

“Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take
but by the moments that take our breath away.” Hilary
Cooper

D

ear Brother Knights,

We are now ready to celebrate the most spiritual and
joyous time of the year: CHRISTMAS. It is time of peace,
love, and hope for all, to be with loved ones, to make
sure that the Christmas season will not go unnoticed
and to reach out to those not as fortunate as some of
us.

The Annual State Convention is fast approaching (well,
sort of…). You should be preparing for any resolutions
NOW to ensure they are sent to the Red Deer office by
the end of January 2017 (fast approaching indeed!). The
format for the resolutions can be found in the previous
years Convention Business Session Books. Also, check
your e-mail as you might be appointed to my Resolution
Committee for your consideration to accept, reject or
take any other action for each resolution as per State
Council Bylaws, Subsection 214 … prior to the presentation at the Annual State Convention Meeting (April 29,
2017) in Edmonton.
To finish this 2016 year on a good note, my wife Danielle
and I would like to extend a very Merry and Blessed
Christmas to you and your families and of course, a
healthy and prosperous New Year in 2017.
And remember to keep Christ in Christmas …
Vivat Jesus!
Gaston Launière
State Advocate
State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 3 December 2016

W

ith Christmas fast approaching we should
reflect on the true meaning of Christmas,
“The Birth of Christ.” It is a time of peace, love, and
hope for all, to be with loved ones and to reach out
to those less fortunate than us. We take time to do
that little extra for everyone around us, to make
sure that the Christmas season will not go unnoticed… and above all to us… “Keep Christ in Christmas.”
During our elections this past May, I communicated
to you that it was important for me to listen to
Council’s concerns, bring them to the State Board
for discussion and respond back to the Council that
brought the concern to me. I have had very few
Councils contacting me requesting assistance.
Hence I must conclude that everything must be going well! Therefore this is just a reminder that I and
the State Board are here to help in any way with
any concerns you may have.
I have started sending out (via Shauna) my Warden’s Corner missives on protocol. As Shauna only
has the Grand Knight’s and Financial Secretary’s
email address for each Council in our jurisdiction,
Shauna will be sending this missive to the Grand
Knight and requesting he forward it to the intended
recipient. This missive covers protocols and other
important matters for the Council’s Executive members.
Brothers it seems that this year many Councils have
decided to ‘clean house’ by initiating a suspension/
withdrawal for members that have not paid dues
for many years or the member has requested to
terminate his involvement with the Knights. I must
stress that it is imperative that your Council’s retention committee (comprised of the Deputy Grand
Knight and the 3 Trustees) perform its due diligence
by contacting the member at minimum 3 times explaining the value of membership in the Knights.
The District Deputy must also be involved in contacting the member. Only then can a Form 1845 be
completed and submitted to Supreme for process(Continued on page 9)
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From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Ken Kluchky

Ask Eligible Men to Join

T

oday, I want to address the growth of the Order. Membership growth is the fuel that
keeps this great fraternal engine running. All of our
charitable works at the Council, State, National and
International level are thanks to our hard-working
members and their families. And more members
equals more charity.
We know that the membership blitz is a tried and true
way for Councils to get more men to join. We see
these pushes often in March, in celebration of Founder’s Day, and again this past October. These drives
are successful because Brother Knights have increased visibility speaking or presenting during and
after Masses and at special events. We must remember that we have a duty to ask each and every Catholic gentleman to join our ranks for the good of the
Church, the Community and the Order.
During the rest of the year, we often “forget” to ask
men to join and to bring their families into the Knights
of Columbus family. You probably know an eligible
Catholic man you could ask today. What if the only
reason he hasn’t joined is because no one has asked
him yet?
When telling a prospect about the strengths of the
Order, don’t forget our greatest fraternal benefit: our
insurance program. This is often a “selling point” to a
potential member who is on the fence. Many members become Knights simply to be able to buy coverage to protect their family. Soon after, they realize
the good our charitable works do for their Community, and they are proud to be members.
Your professional Knights of Columbus insurance
agent, can help you grow your Councils. He looks forward to helping our members grow in fraternity in
any way that he can.
For the name of your Agent, please call AB/NWT regional office at 403-343-2242 or you can contact us by
email at: bouchardagencymail.kofc.org
Fraternally yours,
Marc Bouchard, FIC, CFP,
CLU, ChFC

W

e are now into the sixth month of our Columbian year. Our collective efforts have recruited
193 new members which is 23.98% towards our
quota of 805. I have faith and confidence that we will
once again achieve the Circle of Honor goals this year.
Many of our Councils have conducted Church drives.
Let us do our best to bring these new candidates into
the Order through exemplification in our Admission
Degrees. Ask and ye shall receive.
The September Tim Horton’s gift cards award were
earned by 19 recruiters who sponsored 28 new members. The cards have been distributed to the workers.
Our monthly quota should be 805/12= 69. Let’s do
better.
The October –November Autumn Harvest Bonus
Council Growth Award is for Councils who have
achieved 50% or more of the Council’s quota by November 30. The award is entry into a draw for payment of registration fees for two Knights to attend
the K of C Annual Convention April 28, 29, 30 at Edmonton Westin. There will be five draws. As you sow
so shall you reap your harvest.
Similarly, there is a District Deputy’s Harvest Award
for 5 draws to qualifying District Deputies.

The recruiters award for December will be TIE ONE
ON FOR CHRISTMAS. Ten K of C logo ties will be
awarded in ten draws. To qualify for an entry, recruit
two or more new members for your Council. Let’s
grow our Councils by getting a Knight Before Christmas.
Be aware that there is a new requirement for the Columbian Award and Star Council. Four Surge with Service activities designated as Building the Domestic
Church are required. Visit kofc.org/domesticchurch
for the current list of eligible programs and activities
and to find resources that will help your Council conduct them.
Thank you for all your efforts to grow your Councils
and our Order.
May you and your loved ones be blessed abundantly
this Christmas.
Ken Kluchky - State Membership Director
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From the State Program Director

From the Father McGivney Guild

By Michael Isakeit

By William J. Smith

H

W

Thanks to the State Communications and Website
team for having the revised State Program website
ready for the District Deputy meeting November 2627. http://kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/program/. This
website will have a list of program activities possible
under each of the 6 Program Areas. This will include a
description of what the program is, how to do the
program, contact name and what forms are required
(with form attached or link).

The latest Guild Newsletter writes about young
Knights celebrating the life and history of Father
McGivney. He has always been there for our families and during Advent we can use the special cards
we have received with the prayer for Father McGivney.

OWDY; District Deputies, Worthy Grand
Knights, Council Officers, Council Directors
and Brother Knights,

Once the Programs website is complete, it is requested that Councils send in pictures and brief description to be filed under the activity they have completed. i.e. 5th Sunday Rosary, under Church activities, youth activities, etc. Please share your activities
with the rest of Alberta /NWT.
We have a lot of cultural diversity in Alberta/NWT and
encourage Councils to send in their cultural activities
to be added under the program area. i.e. event highlighting First Nation People, Polish, Pilipino, etc
I have submitted a “how to do a SURGE activity report” to the Alberta/NWT website. A Surge report is
done after an activity has been completed. This report is a record of the event and is helpful for the new
Knight to come along and understand how the activity
was done. Also you can submit the report for State
competition that was not the main purpose.

elcome to the news about the Father McGivney Guild. Your Council and families should
be preparing for Christmas, and what better way
than to pray together for the Canonization of our
founder the Venerable Father Michael McGivney.

Masses are offered regularly for the intentions of
both living and deceased parishioners and members of the Guild. When you join the guild you may
specify family or friends to be added to the list of
those prayed for during the mass. You may send
you intentions by mail or email (guild@kofc.org), or
the website (fathermcgivney.org). The prayer is
available on the Supreme Website.
We are half way through our fraternal year, and
should be preparing for the next six months. We
have resolutions to prepare for the upcoming Convention in April. The Curling Bonspiel and Hockey
Tournament are planned for the months after
Christmas so get your teams ready.

Vivat Jesus!

Training
State Deputy Charles Russell has appointed me to
organize training within the jurisdiction. I have had
a few requests, but if you need help please contact
me. I have a trainer coming from Supreme in February for the area north of Edmonton. Please talk to
your neighbouring Councils and District Deputies to
coordinate dates so when we organize training all
Councils will have time to get the message to the
membership when the training will take place,
where, time, and what the agenda will be. The
sooner the better as we have wiggle time to add
topics if we have adequate time to prepare.

Michael Isakeit
State Program Director

The year is going by fast, so have fun. Merry Christ-

Building the Domestic Church activities will be highlighted at: kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/program/. Also
go to: www.kofc.org/DomesticChurch.
SP-7 form, Columbian Award Program, has been
changed, please look at Columbian Award Application
- #SP7 -

PDF - Online due 6/30.

Forms can be found on the State website at : http://
kofc.org/un/en/members/resources/forms/
council.html.

(Continued on page 12)
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From the State Communications & PR Director

H

By Michael Anctil
ello Brother Knights,

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

Hopefully this report finds you well.

programs in the Parish, Council and Community.
For additional information, contact our State Advocate at StateAdvocate@kofc.ab.ca.

I hope that you have taken the time to check out the
new website. (www.kofc.ab.ca). The new website has
been well received and all the comments that I’ve heard
have been very positive. The new site is easier to navigate and has more information. If you’re looking for information such as a form please check the website. We
have the majority of forms used by Councils on the website.

Our annual Parish Campaigns in honour of our
Founder, the Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney
in March falls during lent in 2017. Therefore, we
will hold our Parish Campaigns in honour of our
Founder, during the last part of January and the
end of February 2017.

Thank you to everyone who submitted articles for inclusion to the website. Check the website out, often it has
new content being added.
State Technology Chairman Joseph Duenas & State Assistant Technology Chairman John Luk attended the District Deputy meeting in Red Deer on November 26 & 27
in my absence to present the new website and where
you could find some information. Brother Joseph also
talked about some new ideas for the website.
Your communications team continues to look for new
ways to improve not only the website but the way we
communicate with each other. Currently we’re looking
on a new email system to make the communication between the State Board, State Office and our membership more efficient. We encourage any comments about
the website and any ideas that would improve the site.
For example the new Council Finder on the new site was
an idea that came to us by a DD at a DD meeting in Calgary a few years ago. The Council Finder has been very
popular so keep these ideas coming.
On behalf of the entire Communications and PR Team
we want to wish you and your Family a very Merry
Christmas and a Blessed New Year.
Michael Anctil
Communications & PR Director
State Technology Chairman - Joseph Duenas
State Assistant Technology Chairman - John Luk
State Videographer / Photography - Edmonton - Lito
Soco
State Webmaster - Mike Duddy
Archives Chairman - Vacant

Please contact your Parish Priests to make the necessary arrangements to hold the recruitment
drives. Ask for help so that we can help him in his
Parish.
The support for our Brother Knights in Fort
McMurray has been overwhelming. Over
$130,000.00 has been collected from Councils in
Alberta, in Canada and the USA. We have sent
$40,000.00 to our Brothers and Parishioners of
both Churches. The balance of $90,000.00 will be
forwarded to the area as needed. In addition, our
Foundation has sent money to the St. Paul Diocese
for distribution in the Fort McMurray area.
In conclusion, I wish you and your families a
blessed, joyous and safe Christmas Season and a
Happy and Prosperous New Year.
W. Charles Russell
State Deputy
(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

the 2016-2017 fraternal year! That said, it is prudent on
our part to appraise the progress and misgivings based
on the goals which were set from the beginning so that
the necessary steps and changes must be undertaken to
ensure the success of these goals.
Ruby and I were privileged to represent the State Executive Board to the 50th Anniversary celebration of the Alberta Catholic School Trustee’s Association (ACSTA) held
at the Westin Hotel Edmonton from November 18-20,
2016. ACSTA “represents all the Catholic trustees in Alberta, NWT and Yukon” whose primary purpose is to
ensure that Catholic concerns and issues are dealt with
at the provincial level of government. Their keynote
speaker was a well-known theologian, Dr. Josephine
(Continued on page 11)
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Group picture of ladies from Nazareno Council
12904 taken New Haven.

Group picture of Nazareno Council 12904 taken at
St. Mary's Church in New Haven.

Formation Degree Exemplification conducted by
the Edmonton Unity Ceremonial Team, sponsored
by District 13 and hosted by Father Bonner Council
7599 November 17, 2016 at St. Thomas More
Church. 30 Brothers were exemplified into 2nd Degree.
Picture 1: Members of the Edmonton Unity Ceremonial Team with Father Devadoss Sagayaraj.
Picture 2: Group picture.
Picture 3: Brother Al Girard from Father Bonner
Council 7599, the Formation Degree Exemplification Honoree, Receiving Certificate from DD13
Manuel Ibasco and Exemplification Team Captain
Leo Sosa.

Installation of Officers for Nazareno Council 12904
at St. Mary’s Church, New Haven

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg
format to the State Office via email at:

stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Please provide a brief description of the picture you are sending.
State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 3 December 2016
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A word from Father Jim
to our Worthy District
Deputies
Timing proved to be a challenge on the Sunday
morning of our recent DD meeting in Red Deer.
With my Mass schedule and a full agenda, I was
forced to miss the opportunity to present a few final thoughts with regard to the topics and events of
our weekend deliberations. So I thought I would
put them on paper and see if they still seemed
worth presenting. We shall see. Brothers, this past
weekend we have spoken about two specific areas
of the Knights of Columbus.
One: Membership and how to increase it. Two:
Retention, how do we hang on to those men we
initiate through the First Degree? In some ways the
answer is pretty straightforward and you District
Deputies are perfect examples of the answer. We
need to be zealous about the Knights of Columbus.
I could not help but be impressed with the way our
Supreme Membership Representative, Guy Precourt presented his case for membership in the
Knights of Columbus. Brothers, in some ways it was
not so much what he said but how he said it. You
know, I believe it would be pretty difficult to say no
to him if he approached you to become a Knight. All
that being said, he was excited about the Knights
and I found it kind of infectious. How do men perceive you when you talk about your experience of
being a Knight? I hope they sense a degree of excitement or at least a certain enjoyment and pride
when you speak about your involvement with the K
of C.

part of the human condition that we desire to be a
part of groups that are relational in nature. It is also
part of our hardwiring (nature) that we desire to
make a difference; we desire to make things better.
If this were not true in your individual cases there
would be no incentive for you to become District
Deputies. I doubt if you are in the game for the
mileage$$$.
Worthy District Deputies, I have some wonderful news for you. Those men who you want to join
the Knights; those men who you want to retain in
the Knights are exactly like you are. They are intrinsically good, they desire to make a difference and
they want to make the world a better place as well.
These men signed on because they have the internal need to make a difference in the community
and in the world. They see the Knights of Columbus
as the means to achieve this potential.
You don’t need to worry about how to get them
to join, or how to retain them. You need to give
them some of what you received in order that you
have arrived at this place. We need to show and
share the rewards of being a Knight with them. We
need to give them an opportunity to feel fulfilled
and assist them in making a difference. Brothers
your secret weapon for recruitment and retention
is to offer these men some of the same opportunities that have made you the Knights that you are.
May our Lord continue to bless you and your
families with a blessed Advent Season and a very
Merry and Christ-filled Christmas.

I realize that what I am saying is not unfamiliar
to you. In fact, you may be saying I have heard all
this before. Here perhaps is the difference. Why did
you get involved in the Knights? Why did you allow
yourselves to become District Deputies which certainly involves going that extra mile when it comes
to the Knights? The answer in general terms. It is
Page 8
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From the Culture for Life Chair Couple
By Patrice & Hélène Roussel

(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

ing of the suspension/withdrawal. It would be prudent, and I encourage all the Councils, to limit the
number of suspensions/withdrawals submitted for
processing at one time. As the State Retention Coordinator I receive a copy of the Council’s Suspension / Withdrawal list from Supreme. It is my responsibility to ensure that the due diligence was
completed for everyone on the list. I do perform
spot checks and will contact a member to ensure
he was contacted at least 3 times and by whom. If
there is at least one member for whom due diligence was not properly enacted then I will inform
Supreme to stop processing of the entire list. It will
then be sent back to the Council for follow-up and
to restart the process all over again if warranted.
Do your homework Brothers and ensure a member
really wants ‘out’.

T

he year is coming to an end, more bad
news hit the culture of life community. It is
now legal to request help to kill one’s life under the
“medical aid to die” law. Less than a month after
the bill was passed 31 Albertans already requested
for this assistance to die for themselves. Most of
them were Edmontonians, what a tragedy.
All is not all dark, as I was shown the picture of a
premature baby that was born after only 21 weeks
in the womb. It is amazing to see what life can bring
to us. It is obvious that the culture of life is hanging
in there when such miracle happens. The birth of a
child that changes the life of his family, their friends
and many others, when lots of people think this
baby could not survive this early outside the womb,
well nothing is impossible to God the Father of our

On behalf of my wife Judee and myself, I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and all the best of
Health, Happiness and Prosperity in the coming
New Year 2017.
Vivat Jesus!
John Onyskiw
State Warden / State Retention Coordinator
(Continued from page 2, State Treasurer)

inside St. Mary’s Church. It was very unfortunate
that I wasn’t able to join them but I made sure to
stay connected with them by sending my wife
Merle and my mom to join the group. Thank you so
much to the group for looking after them in my absence. Congratulations to the Nazareno Council
12904 for a successful pilgrimage and wishing all
the best in the coming years.
On behalf of my wife, Merle and children, Ralph,
Ronald, Rose & Randy, I wish everyone a Blessed
Christmas and a Joyous New Year.
Vivat Jesus!
Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Treasurer
State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 3 December 2016

Lord Jesus. Again in this world of difficult time
where lots of people have lost faith and choose the
path of destruction.
The birth of Jesus gave us a beacon in the middle of
all this darkness. He has taught the importance to
love one another like we love God the Father Almighty. God loved us first and in His mercy sent His
Son to guide us. Never give up on Him, He is our
Sheppard. Even when everything seems to go the
wrong way, He will guide us toward the light.
All the people that live under His teaching are people of hope and with them we will succeed. Mary
the Mother of us all lead by example accepting
what God had planned for Her. Many others
(Continued on page 13)
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From the Charitable Foundation

From the State Community Director

By Wally Streit, President

By Leo Sosa
The Alberta March for Life and the Knights of
Columbus

Catch the Spirit campaign –
Our campaign Goal
Pledges and Donations
from all sources
Short

$900,000
$889,690
(10,310)

W

hile over 128 Councils and Assemblies have now
made a pledge, there remain some able Councils
that could make a workable pledge over 4 years. We
invite these Councils to help us get to our goal by December 31, 2016 – the conclusion of our fundraising
campaign. If you personally did not make a pledge or
donation you can help us cover our shortfall – we will
get you a tax receipt for funds received in the current
year.
Our campaign has been a real journey that has taken
longer than expected. We are grateful to all who made
a pledge or donation to the campaign. You have made
a difference. Personally, I thank almighty God for giving
me the energy and perseverance to press toward our
goal.
As you know our initial goal was one million $$. In the
spring of 2018 we will host Top up Dinners in Calgary
and Edmonton to put us over our initial goal. They will
be fundraisers and they will be celebrations. If you
would like to serve on one of the committees, please
contact Willis Winter or Glen Murphy in Calgary and
Wally Streit or Randy Yatscoff in Edmonton.
It became apparent through the campaign that it was
necessary to convince Brother Knights and Councils that
they are members of the ACF, that they must support
the ACF and that their support can really make a difference. This communication initiative needs to be ongoing. It is proven that with UNITY we are more successful
with CHARITY. In the new year our Directors will visit
councils to make a brief presentation and to answer
questions. Meanwhile, we invite you to visit our web
page at the State web-site.
On behalf our Board of Directors and my wife, Eileen, I
extend best wishes for a Blessed Christmas and good
health and success in the new year.

Wally N. Streit – PSD
President - ACF
Page 10

T

he Alberta March for Life Association is an independent pro-life group whose mission is to
promulgate the sanctity of human life from conception
to natural death and the dignity of disabled people.
The main objective is to conduct an annual peaceful outdoor march where invited speakers would speak about
pro-life issues, share information, and raise public
awareness.
The Association will hold its 10th year March for Life
rally on Thursday, May 11, 2017. The event will begin
with a Mass at St Joseph’s Basilica at 10:00 am, to be
celebrated by Archbishop Smith with Bishops Bittman,
Motiuk and other Alberta Bishops that are able to attend, followed by a gathering at Sir Winston Churchill
Square. This will be capped with a march to Alberta Legislature and back to Sir Winston Churchill Square. The
Alberta March for Life Association does not allow any
abortion imagery within, at, or surrounding the event in
order to avoid disturbing the attendees. Representatives
for the association will request that anyone displaying
such images to remove them from the event immediately, which necessarily includes the areas at which
event occurs, namely the Alberta Legislature front step
and surrounding area, along the March route, and Sir
Winston Churchill Square.
The Knights of Columbus, through the Culture of Life
Program, supports pro-life ideals and is a partner in promoting and advancing the mission of the Alberta March
for Life Association.

How can a Council Support Alberta March for Life
Association
1. For the 10th year anniversary of March for Life rally
to be held on Thursday, May 11, 2017, the association would need each council from Edmonton to
send at least two (2) Brother Knights to help as marshals during the rally;
2. The association requests Honour Guards from the
Assemblies for both the Pro-Life Mass and the march;
(Please contact Leo Sosa, State Community Program Director, to enlist volunteers from your council, at (780266-9832 or communitydirector@kofc.ab.ca)
(Continued on page 12)
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From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

(Continued from page 6, State Secretary)

Lombardi, who is an expert in faith formation, religious
education as well as her work in the media through “Salt
and Light” TV. She eloquently spoke about the theme of
“Knowing Self, Others and God.” Interestingly enough,
all the seven Archbishops and Bishops were present. We
would like to thank ACSTA through President Adriana
LaGrange for their kind invitation and unbelievable hospitality. We met several Brother Knights (and future
Knights!) who are trustees. Having experienced firsthand, in one way shape or form, the passion of these
trustees in fulfilling their Mission Statement to
“celebrate, preserve, promote and enhance Catholic
education,” I can see some connections of who they are
and who we are! Moving forward, by working together,
we can benefit from each other – for the good of the
Church and community!
I have been very fortunate to be a part of the Admission
and Formation Degree Teams in Edmonton. We cannot
thank enough some Brother Knights for their tremendous dedication and professionalism which help in imparting the lessons of the degrees to the candidates and
in preserving the beauty and dignity of the degrees. In
no particular order: Brothers Denzal Lobo of Council
12658, DD 13 Manuel Ibasco, DD 14 Steve Horvath, DD
15 Ardie Korte, DD 18 Dennis Pawlowski, GK Leo Sosa
and MD Paolo Festa-Bianchet of Council 7599, GK Ted
Hill and DGK Myles Thomas of Council 13312, SMD Ken
Kluchky, RR&RC John Ducharme and all those who work
behind the scenes. We conduct an Admission Degree
every second Saturday of the month, with a 10:00 a.m.
start, at St. Joseph High School in Edmonton.
On behalf of my family, my lovely wife Ruby and our
wonderful children Stephanie and Richard, may the light
that radiated from the “Christmas Star shine from your
eyes, rest in your mind, burn in your Spirit bright. Peace
to our troubled world and bring joy to your heart.”
Wishing you and your family a Merry, Blessed Christmas
and a Happy, Prosperous New Year!

By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brother Knights,

I would like to thank all that contributed to the Pennies
for Heaven Program. All funds are much appreciated by
all of our jurisdictions Bishops, in assisting the Seminars.
To have your Councils donation registered for the fiscal
year, please make your contributions before December
31st.
For donations, please make your cheques payable to the
Alberta K of C State Council and mail to:
K of C State Council Office
#4, 5579 47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
My best wishes to you and your families for a Blessed
Christmas and Happy New Year.
Fraternally yours,

Brian H. Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for
Heaven Chairman
From the Special Olympics Liaison N

O

By Francis Lajeunesse
n behalf of myself and my family, KEEP
CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS and all the best in

2017!
Vivat Jesus!
Francis Lajeunesse
Special Olympics Liaison North

Happy Birthday, Jesus!

Vince R. Reyes
State Secretary
State Affairs, Volume 20, Number 3 December 2016
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From the State Family Coordinator
By Sal Ficaccio

W

orthy Brother Knights,

We are approaching the greatest event of the
year “The Celebration of the Birth of Our Savior”. We
need to reflect and remember that the Perfect Family
also endured challenges. We have our own challenges,
to protect and keep the families strong. I am sure that
so many of us are already very preoccupied with several
preparations. Everything seems to take priority over
everything else. Remember time passes by so quickly,
and often opportunities to make memories also pass us
by.
It's time we all take a breath, and focus on what this
season is really all about –“The Celebration of the Birth
of Our Savior”. The Holy Family endured many challenges in their time - just as modern families do today
by the redefining the institution of marriage. Let's all of
us pray to God to protect and defend our families because without a strong family our future would be at
stake. We must encourage families to work, love, play
and of course pray together.
Families that pray together stay together.

Encourage your Council to introduce and participate in
the many Family programs that have been listed in our
website www.kofc.ab.ca or www.kofc.org/cis. The list
has many ideas and programs that the Council can participate (must do 4 programs involving family in order to
qualify for the Columbian award). In doing these programs, honor a family through "Family of the Month
Program". Your nominated family could be the recipient
of a State or Supreme Level Award.
On behalf of me, my wife Betty and all of my family:
WE WISH YOU A PEACEFUL & BLESSED CHRISTMAS
WITH
PEACE, LOVE, & GOOD HEALTH FOR THE NEW YEAR
2016

(Continued from page 10, State Community Director)

3. Last year, the association spent $19,771.00 for the
rally; the association is requesting that each council to
help and donate at least $300 to support the expenses
for the march (Please make cheque payable to Alberta
March for Life Association and send cheque to P.O.Box
4004 Edmonton, AB T6E 4S8);
4. On Friday and Saturday, May 5 - 6, 2017, the association will hold Pasta Supper and Silent Auction Fund
Raiser at the St. Joseph Basilica, and would need help
for the following:
a) Each Council to send at least one (1) Brother
Knight to help out in set up and in the actual
event.
b) Each Council to help sell 20 Pasta Supper tickets
of $15 per ticket.
c) Each Council to donate Silent Auction item(s).
(Please contact Brother Knight Joseph Yong, our
Pasta Supper and Silent Auction Fund Raiser
Chairman at (H)780-634-3848, (C)780-988-0315
or josephyong77@gmail.com.)
5. Knights and their families are urged to join and participate in the 2017 March for Life to witness the sanctity of every human life.
At World Youth Day on Aug. 15, 1993 in Denver, St. John
Paul II spoke and said: ‘If you want equal justice for all,
lasting justice and peace … defend life! All the great
causes that are yours today will have meaning only to
the extent that you guarantee the right to life.’
Brother Knights, we are the hands and feet of Jesus. I
encourage you and challenge you to engage in making
our communities a place where people see Jesus at
work.
Vivat Jesus!
Leo Sosa
State Community Director
(Continued from page 5, Father McGivney Guild Chairman)

mas and a very Happy New Year.
To join the Guild, fill in and submit this form online
or email. http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/
contact/register.html
Sal Ficaccio
State Family Director
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Drive carefully. Vivat Jesus!
William J Smith, IPSD Alberta/NWT
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(Continued from page 9, Culture for Life Chair Couple)

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

through the ages have lead holy lives in the name
of Jesus. Closer to us newly canonized St Mother
Teresa of Calcutta lead a life we all can follow. She
with her sisters of Missionaries of Charity brought
light to people who were dying without hope. She
took care of them and brought them to their last
breaths in dignity, people that had lost hope.

fulfill a two-fold benefit within our Catholic and
greater communities. 1. Our Catholicism lived out
in action is a witness and a blessing to many people
and groups within our communities and beyond
them. In short, we help people because that is our
purpose and our mandate. 2. Being an active Knight
is a great blessing to us personally on our own faith
journeys. We are here in the world for only a short
time in relation to the heavenly eternity our Lord
has planned for each of us, His children. Those
Catholic men they call Knights working in collaboration with one another are a very efficacious and
practical means for us to grow individually and
communally (as Catholic men) on our own journeys
of faith always with our eternal destiny as the focus.

Now imagine in this Christmas time if all of us
would follow in her footsteps and extend our compassion to someone who is dying alone with no
hope and family, it is possible to save lives with
compassion. Our governments are choosing the
path of death as it is simple to follow a culture of
death. We choose life all the time because God is
the giver of life. Our medical system should really
put its efforts in palliative care as it really help patients put up with pain not take their lives away.
This was part of the oath doctors use to pledge, an
oath that was written five centuries before Christ.
Jesus was born more than two thousand years ago
for all of us, He became our savior and we celebrate His birth in our Christian tradition. Even
though the future looks grim, we the people of
faith live with the hope of changes where again we
celebrate life and only life from conception through
natural death.
I wish you all a Merry and Holy Christmas, may our
prayers to God bring our nation in one of love
where all of us live in security from the time of conception to natural death as God intended.
Patrice & Hélène Roussel
Culture for Life Chair Couple

Brothers the snow has come, the meetings will continue. Both of these things are simply opportunities
for us to continue to express our resolve in word
and action. Our Lord brought salvation to the world
through the cross. It is through the cross that we
too are blessed with the opportunity to grow in our
relationship with the Lord and each other.
May our loving God, bless you, your families and
your Council activities during this Advent/Christmas
season. May we remain joyful in what we do and
always remain focused on why we do it. Time here
is short; we need to make good use of it. There will
be loads of time for rest in the eternal kingdom. Till
then full throttle in His service Brothers.
Father Jim Corrigan
State Chaplain

Christ is CHRISTmas!!
CHRISTmas!!
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The Christmas Cake
It was a joyful day for he McMulligan children when Mrs. McMulligan made the Christmas Cake. There was raisins to seed and eggs to
beat, and pans to scrape and every one of the children, from the oldest to the youngest, helped to stir the batter when the good things were
mixed together.
“Oh, mix it and stir it and stir it and taste;
For ev’rything’s in it and nothing to waste;
and ev’ry one’s helped-even Baby-to make
The nice, brown, sugary Christmas Cake,”
Said Mrs. McMulligan, as she poured the batter into the cake pan.
The Baker who lived at the corner was to bake the Christmas Cake, so Joseph, the oldest boy, make his haste to carry it to him. All the
other children followed him, and together they went, oh, so carefully, out the front door, down the sidewalk, straight to the shop where the
Baker was waiting for them.
The Baker’s face was so round and so jolly that the McMulligan children thought he must look like Santa Claus. He could bake the whitest
bread and the lightest cake, and as soon as the children spied him they began to call:
“The cake is all ready! ’Tis here in the pan;
Now bake it, good Baker as fast as you can”;
“No, no,” said the Baker, ”T’would be a mistake to hurry in baking the Christmas Cake.
I’ll not bake it fast, and I’ll not bake it slow;
My little round clock on the wall there will show
How long I must watch and how long I must bake
The nice, Brown Sugary Christmas Cake.”
The little round clock hung on the wall above the oven. Its face was so bright, and its tick was so merry, and it was busy night and day
telling the Baker when to sleep and when to eat and when to do his baking. When the McMulligan children looked at it, it was striking ten,
and it seemed to them very plainly to say:
“’Tis just the right time for the Baker to bake
The Nice, brown, sugary Christmas Cake.”
The oven was ready, and the Baker made haste to put the cake in.
“Ho, ho,” he cried gaily, “now isn't this fun?
‘Tis ten by the clock, and the baking’s begun.
And tickity, tickity, when it strikes one,
If nothing should hinder the cake will be done.”
Then the McMulligan children ran home to tell their mother what he had said, and the Baker went on with his work. It was the day before
Christmas, and a great many people came to his shop to buy pies and cakes, but not matter how busy he wasn't waiting on them, he never
forgot the McMulligan’s cake, and every time he looked at the clock, it reminded him to peep into the oven.
So well did he watch it, and so carefully did he bake it, that the cake was done on the stroke of one, just as he had promised, and he had
scarcely taken it out of the oven when the shop door flow open; and in came the McMulligan children, every one of them saying:
“The clock has struck one. The clock has struck one.
We waited to heat it-and is the cake done?”
When they saw it they thought it was the nicest, brownest, spiciest cake that was ever baked in a Bakers oven. The Baker himself said it was
a beautiful cake, and if you had been at the McMulligan’s on Christmas Day, I am sure you would have thought so too.
Joseph carried it home, walking very slowly and carefully, and all the other children followed him, out of the Baker’s Shop, down the sidewalk, straight home, where Mrs. McMulligan was waiting for them. She was smiling at them from the window and when they spied her
they all began to call:
“Hurrah for our Mamma! She surely can make
The nicest and spiciest Christmas Cake!
Hurrah for the Baker! Hurrah for the fun!
Hurrah for our Christmas Cake! Now it is done!
Page 14
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
prayers:
♦

ANNUAL STATE GOLF HOSTED BY BROTHER
ANTHONY COUNCIL 10014

Sadness for the passing of Brother Joe Pimentel
on Oct 5, 2016. Lord, open your arms to accept
his soul into Heaven and Pray his family can
find peace.

This event is now complete

2017 STATE ANNUAL CURLING BONSPIEL
Friday, February 10 Sunday, February 12, 2017
Vegreville, AB
Host Council: Our Lady of the Highway Council
#4249
Contact: William Smolak
Email: sawss@telusplanet.net

2016 STATE ANNUAL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

The State Executive Board
along with the Staff of the
State Council Office wish
you and your families a
joyous Christmas filled with
Christ' s love and affection.
May your travels be safe
and your New Year be
prosperous
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This event is now complete
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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The Gift of the Magi
By O. Henry (1906)

One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all. And sixty cents
of it was in pennies… Three times Della counted it. One dollar and
eighty- seven cents. And the next day would be Christmas. There was
clearly nothing to do but flop down on the shabby little couch and
howl. So Della did it. Which instigates the moral reflection that life is
made up of sobs, sniffles, and smiles, with sniffles predominating.
While the mistress of the home is gradually subsiding from the
first stage to the second, take a look at the home. A furnished flat at
$8 per week…In the vestibule below was a letter-box…and a card
bearing the name "Mr. James Dillingham Young." The "Dillingham"
had been flung to the breeze during a former period of prosperity
when its possessor was being paid $30 per week. Now, when the
income was shrunk to $20, the letters of “Dillingham” looked
blurred… But whenever Mr. James Dillingham Young came home
and reached his flat above he was called "Jim" and greatly hugged by
Mrs. James Dillingham Young, already introduced to you as Della.
Which is all very good.
Della finished her cry and attended to her cheeks with the powder
rag. Only $1.87 to buy a present for him. Her Jim. Many a happy hour
she had spent planning for something nice for him. Something fine
and rare and sterling--something just a little bit near to being worthy
of the honour of being owned by Jim….
Now, there were two possessions of the James Dillingham
Youngs in which they both took a mighty pride. One was Jim's gold
watch that had been his father's and his grandfather's. The other was
Della's hair… So now Della's beautiful hair fell about her, rippling
and shining like a cascade of brown waters. It reached below her knee
and made itself almost a garment for her. And then she did it up again
nervously and quickly.
On went her old brown jacket; on went her old brown hat. With a
whirl of skirts and with a brilliant sparkle still in her eyes, she fluttered out the door and down the stairs to the street. Where she stopped
the sign read: "Mme. Sofronie. Hair Goods of All Kinds
"Will you buy my hair?" asked Della.
"I buy hair," said Madame. "Take your hat off and let's have a
sight at the looks of it."
Down rippled the brown cascade. "Twenty dollars," said Madame,
lifting the mass with a practised hand.
"Give it to me quick," said Della.
Oh, and the next two hours tripped by on rosy wings. Forget the
hashed metaphor. She was ransacking the stores for Jim's present. She
found it at last. It surely had been made for Jim and no one else.
There was no other like it in any of the stores, and she had turned all
of them inside out. It was a platinum fob chain simple and chaste in
design, properly proclaiming its value by substance alone and not by
meretricious ornamentation--as all good things should do. It was even
worthy of The Watch. As soon as she saw it she knew that it must be
Jim's. It was like him. Quietness and value--the description applied to
both. Twenty-one dollars they took from her for it, and she hurried
home with the 87 cents. With that chain on his watch Jim might be
properly anxious about the time in any company. Grand as the watch
was, he sometimes looked at it on the sly on account of the old leather
strap that he used in place of a chain.
When Della reached home her intoxication gave way a little to
prudence and reason. She got out her curling irons and lighted the gas
and went to work repairing the ravages made by generosity added to
love….Within forty minutes her head was covered with tiny, closelying curls that made her look wonderfully like a truant schoolboy….
"If Jim doesn't kill me," she said to herself, "before he takes a
second look at me, he'll say I look like a Coney Island chorus girl.”
Jim was never late. Della doubled the fob chain in her hand and
sat on the corner of the table near the door that he always entered.
Then she heard his step on the stair away down on the first flight, and
she turned white for just a moment. She had a habit of saying little
silent prayers about the simplest everyday things, and now she whis-
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pered: "Please God, make him think I am still pretty."
The door opened and Jim stepped in and closed it. He looked thin
and very serious... Jim stopped inside the door, as immovable as a
setter at the scent of quail. His eyes were fixed upon Della, and there
was an expression in them that she could not read, and it terrified her.
It was not anger, nor surprise, nor disapproval, nor horror, nor any of
the sentiments that she had been prepared for. He simply stared at her
fixedly with that peculiar expression on his face.
"Jim, darling," she cried, "don't look at me that way. I had my hair
cut off and sold it because I couldn't have lived through Christmas
without giving you a present. It'll grow out again--you won't mind,
will you? I just had to do it. My hair grows awfully fast. Say `Merry
Christmas!' Jim, and let's be happy. You don't know what a nice-what a beautiful, nice gift I've got for you."
"You've cut off your hair?" asked Jim, laboriously, as if he had
not arrived at that patent fact yet even after the hardest mental labour.
"Cut it off and sold it," said Della. "Don't you like me just as well,
anyhow? I'm me without my hair, ain't I?"
Jim looked about the room curiously. "You say your hair is
gone?" he said, with an air almost of idiocy.
"You needn't look for it," said Della. "It's sold, I tell you--sold and
gone, too. It's Christmas Eve, boy. Be good to me, for it went for you.
Maybe the hairs of my head were numbered," she went on with a
sudden serious sweetness, "but nobody could ever count my love for
you. Shall I put the chops on, Jim?"
Out of his trance Jim seemed quickly to wake. He enfolded his
Della….Jim drew a package from his overcoat pocket and threw it
upon the table.
"Don't make any mistake, Dell," he said, "about me. I don't think
there's anything in the way of a haircut or a shave or a shampoo that
could make me like my girl any less. But if you'll unwrap that package you may see why you had me going a while at first."
White fingers and nimble tore at the string and paper. And then an
ecstatic scream of joy; and then, alas a quick feminine change to hysterical tears and wails, necessitating the immediate employment of all
the comforting powers of the lord of the flat. For there lay The
Combs--the set of combs, side and back, that Della had worshipped
for the long in a Broadway window. Beautiful combs, pure tortoise
shell, with jewelled rims--just the shade to wear in the beautiful vanished hair. They were expensive combs, she knew, and her heart had
simply craved and yearned over them without the least hope of possession. And now, they were hers, but the tresses that should have
adorned the coveted adornments were gone. But she hugged them to
her bosom, and at length she was able to look up with dim eyes and a
smile and say:
"My hair grows so fast, Jim!" And them Della leaped up like a
little singed cat and cried, "Oh, oh!"
Jim had not yet seen his beautiful present. She held it out to him
eagerly upon her open palm. The dull precious metal seemed to flash
with a reflection of her bright and ardent spirit.
"Isn't it a dandy, Jim? I hunted all over town to find it. You'll have
to look at the time a hundred times a day now. Give me your watch. I
want to see how it looks on it."
Instead of obeying, Jim tumbled down on the couch and put his
hands under the back of his head and smiled. "Dell," said he, "let's put
our Christmas presents away and keep 'em a while. They're too nice to
use just at present. I sold the watch to get the money to buy your
combs. And now suppose you put the chops on."
The magi, as you know, were wise men--wonderfully wise men-who brought gifts to the Babe in the manger. They invented the art of
giving Christmas presents. Being wise, their gifts were no doubt wise
ones, possibly bearing the privilege of exchange in case of duplication. And here I have lamely related to you the uneventful chronicle
of two foolish children in a flat who most unwisely sacrificed for each
other the greatest treasures of their house. But in a last word to the
wise of these days let it be said that of all who give gifts these two
were the wisest. Of all who give and receive gifts, such as they are
wisest….They are the magi.
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