WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca

March 2020

Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

PUTTING OUR
“FAITH IN ACTION”

“KEEP THE FAITH ALIVE!”

Vince R. Reyes

T

he world has changed! Times have changed!
Our lives have changed! As such, I hope this message finds you and your family in good health and
in good spirits!
The outbreak of the novel coronavirus pandemic
(COVID-19) was first identified in Wuhan, Hubei,
China in December 2019 and was declared a pandemic by the World Health Organization (WHO)
on March 11, 2020. Ever since then, this invisible
monster and enemy has turned the world upside
down. The COVID-19 pandemic spread its dominance around the world and wrought havoc in all
aspects of our daily lives either socially, politically,
economically, culturally, and religiously. Who
could have imagined that churches, schools, shopping malls, theatres, cinemas, playgrounds, sports
events, conferences, airports, businesses, restaurants, companies, government offices, and many
more will be shut down? These closures along with
several drastic measures, although very difficult
and painful, were proclaimed to slow down the
spread of the virus and to protect the safety and
well-being of everybody. In spite of this, thousands
of people get sick, are suffering, and the numbers of
deaths continue to rise each day. In hindsight, how
could anybody possibly put matters into proper perspectives during these unprecedented times?
Despite the current state of pandemonium caused
(Continued on page 14)
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Fr. Jim Corrigan

D

ear Worthy Brothers in the Lord:

I write this as we begin the strangest and most different Holy Week that I am sure anyone has ever
imagined or experienced. My prayers and fraternal
best wishes are with you and your family as we
journey together/apart through this unique time in
history. Not able to go to Mass during Holy Week,
not able to receive the Eucharist. These are things,
that from a faith perspective are purely mindboggling to comprehend. So, brothers, the situation
is as it is and the question that we need to ask ourselves is what are we going to do about it? Well, we
can and must absolutely adhere to the protocols and
directions that have been levied by our Chief Medical Officer and our government leaders. These are
key strategies necessary to overcome the covid virus
that has caused such havoc literally throughout the
world.
We can keep the faith. Archbishop Smith spoke well
on Passion Sunday, about the importance of hope
versus expectations. He noted expecting things to
improve is much more of a selfish way of thinking,
in that we somehow believe we are in charge and
that we expect things will get better through our effort. It is true that we need to cooperate with the
plethora of technical expertise in the world in order
to have hope of prevailing. Hope however can only
come to us with any degree of integrity when it is
based on a solid foundation. I hope my shares in the
(Continued on page 13)
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From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Gaston Launière

By John Onyskiw

Golf is the most popular way of beating around the
bush.

B

rother Knights,

Thanks to all of you who came out to the District Deputy Semiannual Meeting in Red Deer last July and November 2019 and Immediate Past State Deputy Ball in
November 2019. It was a great weekend!
Also, a sincere thanks to all State Chairmen and their
teams, the Foundation, the Fourth Degree and our State
Fraternal Benefits team for contributing to our meetings!
Grand Knights, please remember that your District
Deputy is our State Deputy’s personal representative
and it is important that all Council Officers and members familiarize themselves with the respect due to the
District Deputy.
The District Deputy should always be properly attired
(shirt and tie) when attending meetings: should be seated in front near the Grand knight: should always be
called upon to speak and all members should rise when
he is introduced. He should always be seated at the
head table at any Council function even if he is not on
the speaking program.
The District Deputy should be in regular contact with
all Grand Knights in his District and he should ensure
that he is available to you when you call upon him for
assistance.
Please ensure you do not forget any State Board member who may be a member of your Council or any
Board member who may be in attendance at your meeting.
As stated in your Grand Knights Manual, a District
Deputy or State Board Officer should be given the
same courtesies as those recommended for the State
Deputy.
A District Deputy or State Board member belonging to
your Council may choose not to be introduced and
placed at the front near the Grand Knight but they
should be asked prior to the commencement of the
meeting.

H

appy Easter to everyone and welcome to the last
quarter for this Columbian Year.
It certainly has not started as expected based on past
years. Many of you are experiencing major changes is
your daily lives due to this spreading Covid-19 virus. As
well our Order has not escaped these changes.
Supreme has sent out a letter instructing all State Councils and subordinate Councils not to hold any business
meetings, events or social gatherings.
Coupled with Supremes’ directive the Province of Alberta has forbidden gatherings of more than 50 people. All
to stop this deadly virus which so far is beyond our control.
As you are all aware the Annual State Convention is cancelled. Our State Deputy is inquiring with Supreme on
next steps on how to conduct our year-end business and
plan for the next Columbian Year. The two most important items for any State Council are Resolutions and
Elections. Stay tuned.
At our January State Board meeting the 2020 Budget was
passed. It closely mirrors the 2019 budget with austerity
and a commitment to meet all our commitments.
I wish to thank all those Councils who have paid their
Council’s State assessment for the Per Capita and Insurance. And to those Councils still with their Council’s
State assessment for the Per Capita and Insurance outstanding remember we require those funds for daily operations and our financial commitments so please remit
them as soon as possible.
One item changed that affects our revenues is the new
Exemplification. As you are aware State implemented
this new (combined) Degree in January of this year. The
past three Degrees are now combined into one Degree.
No longer will we receive revenue from three Degrees as
in the past.
Worthy Brothers please stay safe and follow instructions
as laid out by our authorities. It is all for our benefit and
to successfully stop to spread of this virus. This too will
pass and hopefully with minimal disruption to all.
Vivat Jesus!
John W. Onyskiw
State Treasurer

Here are some deadlines for the forms to be completed
and program activities for this coming year:
(Continued on page 5)
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Andy Soshalski

By Rufus Awharitoma

Warden’s Angle
ear Brothers,

Lenten season always gives us some challenges.
As Knights we dedicate our work to charity.
Almsgiving which is one of the purposes of Lent,
constitutes the chore of our work. Lots of Councils
throughout the world are doing some extra charitable work this time. Brothers, please, do not forget
those in need and in this way, the main lesson of
the 1st degree will be fulfilled!
Next month Calgary will be hosting our annual
State Convention. This time 13 resolutions will be
put under your consideration. Please, read them
carefully and discuss them thoroughly at your
Council meetings. If you have any questions, do
not hesitate to call or email me. Being State Advocate, I will be happy to answer your questions.
Natalia and I wish you all and your families the
most fruitful Lent and Happy Easter! Let the Risen
Lord help us all in our lives, in our work and in
our charitable activities!
Vivat Jesus!
Andy Soshalski,
State Advocate.

B

rother Knights, the strength of our order is
deep rooted in our faith, the structure and traditions
as given to us by our founding fathers. As Knights,
we are expected to exemplify the virtue of a Catholic Gentleman and become an active and effective
member of our chosen Councils.
These qualities require understanding the significance of the rigid code setting forth the degree of
obedience, the order of precedence, the rules of official and social behaviour, and etiquette of the order.
Simple known as “Knight of Columbus Protocol”.
As the saying goes, obedience is better than sacrifice.
When exemplifying the principles of the order in
our Council meetings, events and social functions.
it’s expected we practice and maintain the standard
of protocol as required of us at all time and as stipulated in section C-1 and C-2 in the Grand Knights
Manual.
Generally, we tend to be very relaxed in putting this
protocol into practice. And as such, we are gradually
drifting away from the uniqueness that differentiate
us from other charitable organization. At any stage
of our involvement with the order, it’s expected we
master and follow the protocol at that stage. Our
Council chambers should be our starting point.
When council meetings are conducted, the Grand
Knight, must conduct the meeting in strict accordance with the Charter, Constitution and Laws of the
Knights of Columbus, supplemented by the Council’s bylaws and according to Parliamentary Procedure. When a member wishes to speak, he does so
by rising from his seat, addressing the chair by:
“Worthy Grand Knight” and saluting at the same
time, making a sign that indicating the body of the
cross. The Grand Knight will return the salute and
acknowledge the member, by making a sign, indicating the arm of the cross.
Grand Knights should at all times, refer to and address his officers by their proper title, setting the
example for all Council members to follow. The
(Continued on page 6)
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From the Agency

From the IPSD

By Tyler Bouchard, Assistant General Agent

By Ron J,. Schuster

M

arch brings thoughts of spring. For some,
it’s time to begin Daylight Savings Time; a little
more sunlight into the evenings as the days become
longer. For those in the north, it means looking
forward to the thaw after winter. For some it is
welcome relief after months of frigid temperatures,
howling winds and heavy snow. Some in the
south, who enjoy the milder winters, now realize
again that after spring, a hot summer ensues.
Spring also brings thoughts of spring cleaning.
After being cooped up all winter, it’s traditional in
many households to do that deep cleaning all
throughout the house. That means washing down
walls and moving furniture to clean behind pieces
that haven’t seen the light of day since last year’s
cleaning. It means taking down and washing
drapes and curtains; windows are washed inside
and out. (Thank goodness for modern tilt windows
that mean no time outside in the chillier weather.)
This is a time when the whole family is expected to
pitch in and my “Honey Do” list gets longer and
longer. (Personally, I’m the window washing
guy.) In days gone by when most everyone had a
coal fired furnace, a winter of closed windows
meant the walls needed a good washing. With gas,
electric and hot water boilers there’s less of a need
to wash walls, but for some, it’s still a tradition.
Spring is a time of renewal and revival.
While you’re getting rid of all the old cobwebs of
winter and freshening the house, now is a great
time to do some sprucing up with a fresh look at
your family’s financial security.
Your Knights of Columbus Field Agents have
been trained to help you through that important
exercise. Sit down with your agent for a free financial needs analysis using our Profiles+ Forecaster
platform. They take the time to gather information
from you, ask about your wants, needs and desires,
and put together any recommendations to help you
meet those needs.
With a wide range of products; life insurance, long
-term care insurance, disability income insurance
and retirement annuities, our agents can help you

W

orthy Brother Knights All,

We are now into the Lent Season and by the time
you read this article we either are well into Lent or
close to leaving this wonderful time of our Faith.
But I’m not here to talk about Lent. What I want to
discuss and what I would like you to please bring up
at your next Council meeting. It is call Fraternalism
and Unity.
Our Order was founded because of what we do for
others, what we do for each other and our families.
It was not founded just to go recruit new members
and leave them out to the pastures and not getting
them involved or asking them to participate in any
and all activities which our Council’s should be doing.
Council activities have over the last number of
years diminished to the point where Councils now
are not even having regular meetings and leaving
their executive Leaders to wonder where do we or I
go next. In order for us to survive it’s not about how
many quality members we get into the Councils it’s
how we get the ones we have, to contribute and to
be appreciated. Once this is done your members
will feel wanted, appreciated and will become an
active member and will pay their dues.
Not one Brother Knight should blow their own horn
and think that they are better than others. We are all
in this together as one and as a team. Unity among
us Brother Knights has to be strong as is the Fraternalism, if not I fear that our great order will no
longer be as it was or presently is.
So, let’s all step to the plate and make this happen.
Wishing you and your Families and Blessed and
Holy Easter.
God Bless you and you’re Family
Ron Schuster
IPSD,

(Continued on page 11)
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From the Program Director
By Sal Ficaccio

STAR COUNCIL

March 2020

W

orthy District Deputies, Worthy Grand
Knights and Worthy Brothers all the “Faith in Action
Program” are very important to our Order. Without
these Programs we would not have a Family, Fraternal,
and Charitable Organization. It was the wish of, Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney that we provide
these Programs for our Brother Knights.
We are great full to see that many of our Councils are
taking positive and more active roles in these Programs.
Worthy Grand Knights, many of the Councils have
achieved the Father McGivney Award for membership
growth and the Founders’ Award for insurance to attain the Star Award. The final steps and other criteria
must be met before June 30, 2020.

(Continued from page 2 State Secretary)

January 31, 2020
State Resolutions for the
betterment of our jurisdiction
January 31, 2020
tivity (#1728)

Annual Survey of Fraternal Ac-

February 14, 2020
Your Annual Reports to be
printed in the Convention Business Sessions Book
February 15, 2020
(#1295)

Semiannual AUDIT Report

February 20, 2020
Centre, Calgary

Padre Night >>> Polish Cultural

February 21-23, 2020 State Curling à Fort Sask.
February 29, 2020
Applications for nominations to
elect members to the State Executive Board and also resolutions to elect delegates to the Supreme Convention.
February 29, 2020
Deadline for State Council Service Programs Awards
(Faith / Family / Community / Life)
April 3-5, 2020 Hockey Tournament à
Wainwright
April 24, 2020 Deceased Member Form (period April
29, 2019 to April 24, 2020)

-be compliant with training and background checks
with safe environment requirements (refer FIA
booklet pp8)
-submit the Program Personnel Report #365 due
August 31, 2019
-submit the Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity
#1728 by January 31, 2020
-submit the Columbian Award Application #SP 7
by June 30, 2020
Note: Council is required to obtain 16 program
credits to earn the Columbian Award (see FIA pp
10-11)
-remain current with assessments from Supreme
Council headquarters.

April 24-26, 2020
Westin Inn

Worthy Grand Knight take a few minutes of your time
to comply and submit the required forms, therefore
achieving honor for your Council and fellow Brothers
for their accomplishment in the Order.

October 2, 2020
Archbishop Dinner à Convention Center, Edmonton

Good luck and May God always guide you and
strengthen your Faith for the greater Glory of God and
the Knights of Columbus.
See you all at the Annual Knights of Columbus Convention in Calgary.
SAL FICACCIO
Program Director
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State Convention à Calgary

April 30, 2020 SUPREME Scholar ship (Pro Deo &
Pro Patria)
May 8, 2020
tion Centre

Bishop Dinner à Calgary Telus Conven-

May 14, 2020

March for Life à Edmonton

May 31, 2020 STATE Council Scholar ship (for our
Jurisdiction)
August 4-6, 2020
ington D.C.

November 5, 2020
ture Parish, Calgary

Supreme Convention à Wash-

Memorial Mass à St. Bonaven-

Please feel free to call on me at any time if you require
more information.
Vivat Jesus!
Gaston Launière
State Secretary
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From the Ceremonial Director
By Dan Barth, PSD

M

any, if not all our Brother Knights believe that our ceremonials are all encompassing
solely on our initiation degrees. This is far, far
from the truth as indeed our initiations are not
front and center for our Brother Knights. One of
the most important parts of our ceremonials is
THE WAKE.
One of the reasons we grieve the loss of a spouse,
child, friend or Brother Knights is because we
don’t understand death. All we can do is place
our trust in God and pray that our loved one is
free of sickness or pain, distress and other earthly
concerns.
As Knights, our families and we are not immune
from feeling death’s sting. I truly believe, however, that as members of a fraternity we have the
obligation to help one another through times of
loss and sadness.

month that includes All Souls Day. Each and
every Council should carry out this beneficial
practice, either singularly, District or Chapter
level. Each Council, each year, on a date of their
choosing should hold a Memorial Mass for all
prior deceased Brother Knights of their Council.
Your Council Chaplain should celebrate this
mass. All the widows of the deceased Knights
should receive an invitation to attend this very
special Memorial Mass.
During our time of grief, confusion and even despair at ever understanding God’s plan, let us seek
comfort in the Mass and the rosary given to
us.
Mary, Mother of the Church and protectress of
our Order will guide the souls of our departed
members to her Son.
Dan Barth, PSD
Ceremonial Director

(Continued from page 3 State Warden)

We have the WAKE and the ROSARY. My
Brother Knights, if you do nothing else in ceremonials, please commit yourself to praying the rosary at the Wake of your deceased members and
families. Use your Council phone or email tree
and disseminate the message when you learn of a
Council member’s death and schedule a rosary for
him and his family as a group. Wear your ceremonial baldric or council jacket as a symbol of
unity in brotherhood. In 1997, (FORM # 2942)
a memorial ceremony that includes the praying of
the rosary and the presentation of a certificate of
condolence to the widow or family of the deceased Brother Knight was distributed. It is still
there. Please review this service and implement it
the next time your Council experiences a death.

Grand Knight will set the proper dress code, and all
officers must wear their jewel of office at all Council meeting and social events.
The Knight of Columbus protocol is a strategic asset, that help Councils find the right path to building a fraternal relationship that transcend beyond
the Council Chambers. Brothers lets lead by example.
Vivat Jesus!
Rufus Awharitoma
State Warden
Knight of Columbus Alberta & NWT

It has been a long standing tradition of our Order that each Council remembers its deceased
at a Memorial Mass held in November, the
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From the Charitable Foundation
By Willis Winter, President

G reetings to my Brother Knights. On January
11, 2020, the Foundation Board of Directors held
their first on-line meeting using G-suite. The
meeting worked quite well as members were able
to connect remotely rather than travelling to the
State Office in Red Deer to meet.
On December 31, 2019, our long term investments
were $ 2.95 million. The final notices to fulfill
pledges for the Catch the Spirit Campaign were
sent out in January 2020. The campaign has been
concluded; we owe a big thank you to our Past
President Wally Streit for his herculean efforts for
the campaign.
We remind all Councils and individuals to please
fulfill their pledges.
INNISFAIL KNIGHTS COOK BREAKFAST
Our Lady of Peace Council #7203 Knights of Columbus cooked up Shrove Tuesday pancakes February 25,
2020 for St. Marguerite Bourgeoys Catholic School in
Innisfail, Alberta. Over 300 students enjoyed the pancake breakfast, along with 40 school staff and a small
group of parents. Knights had the griddle warmed up
before 06:30 am that morning and endured -22 weather
to cook for this annual school event.

From the Columbia Director
By Gregory Amerongen

D

ear Brother Knights!

I greet you with fraternal cheer to you and your families with Lent on the horizon, Easter on its way, and
the State Convention immediately following that.
Spring and renewal are coming!

Brothers, we have great news! The submission by
Stephen Jackson, the Grand Knight of Council No.
1184 of Edmonton was received by Supreme a report
of which has been included in a recent update of the
Knights in Action web page. Br. Stephen spearheaded the changing the old choir loft in St Andrew`s into
a useable area to teach children a new program called
the Catechesis of the Good Sheppard to help children
(Continued on page 11)
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Foundation Directors continue to visit Councils to
share information about the Foundation’s purpose,
to explain how the Foundation obtains funds for
charitable works, and to stress the importance of
ongoing donations to the Foundation. We want to
ensure all Knights are aware of the Foundation and
its work on their behalf.
As a registered charity, we follow a conservative
investment policy to ensure that the Foundation
always has the funds available to meet its obligations without dipping into its capital. Today’s low
interest rates and the uncertain economic environment have resulted in our portfolio income being
below the level of giving we must maintain as a
charitable foundation.
Our Donations Chairman, Brother Wally Streit,
advises that the Foundation is receiving more and
more requests for donations. There is a huge need
for assistance in our communities; it is a real challenge to decide which ones to help and which ones
to forego. We can’t help them all and are forced to
limit the assistance we do provide.
For 2020, our total donations will be about $
104,000 compared to $ 94,700 in 2019. At the January 11, 2020 Board meeting we approved donations totaling $ 54,000. Roughly half of this was
(Continued on page 11)
Page 7

2019-2020
KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS POSTER CONTEST
INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONS

Age 5-7 Division
(Grade K - 2)
3rd Place
John Benedict A
Steve Mackevic
Council 7938
Calgary, Alberta
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From the State Life Director
By Gregory Amerongen

Brother Knight!
I greet you with fraternal cheer to you and your families with Lent on the horizon, Easter on its way, and the
State Convention immediately following that. Spring and renewal are coming!
Regarding Programs, we are now approaching the homestretch of this Columbian year; and I trust that your
councils and districts have already undertaken some Life Programs or are planning to do so, especially the required Novena for Life in preparation for the A lberta March for Life. You will find more details about the particular programs on our Supreme website under Programs http://www.kofc.org/un/en/programs/life/
index.html. Fur ther mor e, our State Chair men contact infor mation is available thr ough our State Roster .
Of course, feel free to contact me any time.
Fraternally,
Brother Gregory Amerongen
Alberta-NWT State Life Director

“Catholics must be committed to the defense of life in all its stages
and in every condition” (St. John Paul II, 1995). The urgency of the
threat to a culture of life in our world cannot be misunderstood. The
Knights of Columbus vigorously defends the dignity of each human
being at every stage of life. Councils and parishes can work to build
a culture of life and a civilization of love through programs.

NOVENA FOR LIFE (REQUIRED / NEW )
Lead your community in the spiritual ﬁght to establish a culture of life in our na-

MARCH FOR LIFE (FEATURED)

Show public support for the right to life by attending the Alberta March
for Life on Thursday, May 14, 2020. The br ochur e should be online by about Mar ch,
2020 at https://albertamarchforlife.com/.
CHRISTIAN REFUGEE RELIEF

Help save persecuted and at-risk Christians facing genocide all over the world, particularly in the Middle East.
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From the Membership Director N
By Leo M. Sosa Jr.

Growing Our Alberta/NWT Jurisdiction

T

he Supreme Council mandates State jurisdictions to recruit because recruiting new
members is essential to continued growth and
well-being of our Councils, Districts and Jurisdiction. During Supreme Knight Carl Anderson’s first address to the State Deputies, he
stated that “we have nothing less than a moral
obligation to offer every eligible Catholic man
the opportunity and the privilege of membership in our Order.”
Membership growth happens by asking catholic men 18 years and over in your Parish to join
your Council, this is the way to fulfill this moral obligation for the Columbian Year June 2019
to June 2020, our Alberta Jurisdiction is mandated to recruit 753 new members.
Currently, our Jurisdiction had recruited 577
or 76.63% new members. To achieve our goal
of 753 members, we need to recruit 176 new
members by the end of this Columbian Year.
For your District and Council’s recruiting efforts to succeed, you need to schedule church
drives between now and June 30, 2020.
Thank you in advance for your efforts to bring
the new members into your Councils, District
and in our ranks. If you need assistance in the
conduct of your church drive, please do not
hesitate to contact me at sosaljr@gmail.com or
780-266-9832.
Thank you and God bless!
Leo Sosa, State Membership Director North
Alberta-NWT Jurisdiction
CY 2019 – 2020
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District Deputy
DD1
DD3
DD4
DD5
DD6
DD7
DD8
DD9
DD10
DD11
DD12
DD13
DD14
DD15
DD16
DD18
DD19
DD20
DD21
DD22
DD23
DD25
DD26
DD27
DD28
DD29
DD31
DD32
DD33
DD34
DD36
DD37
DD38
DD39
COH
Total

Quota

Target Gain
by Dec 31
(Q2)
6
8
5
4
5
15
2
8
5
5
4
-42
10
1
8
10
11
10
7
11
7
6
9
-6
11
-5
5
0
-1
7
4
5
13
11
-14
148
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(Continued from page 7 Foundation President)

for St. Mary’s University, St. Joseph’s Seminary, St.
Vincent de Paul North of 60 Project, and Special
Olympics. The balance will be disbursed at subsequent meetings during the year.
We rely on your generosity to fulfill all the needs
that we encounter. Your donations, whether from
individuals or Council, add to our share of the Charities Appeal ticket sales in supporting charitable giving. If you wish to make a tax deductible donation
to the ACF, you can contact Willis Winter or Ron
Bichel to obtain the form.
In 2020, all Knights will continue to face challenges
and opportunities in building a Christian community. The Alberta Charitable Foundations can help
your Council in its work of charity in your community. Refer to the Grand Knight’s Manual to learn
how.

(Continued from page 7 Columbia Chairman)

build a relationship with God.`` Instead of having it
subcontracted, they did the work for free! Then,
Archbishop Smith blessed the choir loft
on September 12th which is now named the Atrium
of our lady of Guadalupe. To see more, go to http://
www.kofc.org/en/knights-in-action/ (although notably these reports only stay online for approximately
one month). So, you can also view the same story
on the Edmonton Archdiocese website at Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd helps kids build their own
relationship with God - Grandin Media.
Most importantly, however, Council 1184`s submission has also been filed it for publication in the
Columbia! Hence, your perseverance has prevailed,
brothers, and so we continue to look forward to receiving additional reports of future charitable activities, which we will consider for inclusion in both the
print and electronic editions of “Knights in Action.”

Vivat Jesus.
Willis Winter,
President, Alberta Charitable Foundation

(Continued from page 4 Assistant General Agent)

plan for your family’s financial security now and
for many years to come. All with the safety and
security of dealing with a company that shares your
faith and beliefs and invests in accordance with
Church teaching. Be sure to ask about the new life
insurance product, the Protector NLG Universal
Life. It may be a fit for your particular needs.
Get ready for spring, get your home freshened up
and make sure your financial house is spruced up.
It’s an easy and friendly visit from your local agent,
a Brother Knight. For the name of your agent, email
bouchardagencymail@kofc.org or phone: 403-3432242.
Vivat Jesus!
Tyler Bouchard
Assistant General Agent
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As a reminder, we look for two main types of stories:
1. Council events that ar e scheduled at least two
to three months from when I would receive your
submission. They should be characterized as very
impressive and remarkable events that would attract
the attention of other Canadian Knights throughout
the province.
2. Council members who have ser ved in extr emely remarkable ways and whose lives reflect our principles to an unparalleled degree. They are our unsung heroes.
Finalement, mes chers Chevaliers, I wish each of
you a hearty Lent to deepen your repentance with
fasting (until your hunger is real) and almsgiving (so
that your sacrifice may be crowned with charity to
the less fortunate) and ultimately open your heart to
greater fraternity within and outside of our fraternity
of brother Knights!
Fraternellement,
Frère Gregory Amerongen
Alberta-NWT State Columbia Chairman
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From the State
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

(Continued from page 9 State Life Director

MASS FOR PEOPLE WITH SPECIAL
NEEDS (NEW )
Welcome individuals or families who might not normally
feel comfortable participating in
a regularly scheduled Mass.

SPECIAL OLYMPICS (FEATURED)

By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brother Knights,

Towards our goals for the Pennies for Heaven program, we need the support of all our Brother
Knights. We will succeed in support of our seminarians, our future Priests.
All donations large and small help us reach that
goal.

Celebrate the intrinsic worth and
dignity of every single human being.

SILVER ROSE

Share the message of Our Lady of
Guadalupe and promote respect for life through this meaningful pilgrimage.

PREGNANCY CENTER SUPPORT
(NEW)
Change public hearts and
minds about abortion by
showing love for both mother and child before and after
birth.

There are two awards to that goal: First is the State
Chaplain’s Award for the most money raised. The
second is the MacDonald Award, this is awarded to
the Council which has the best project to raise money for Pennies for Heaven.
This project will be judged on the type of project
and the involvement of the membership, not necessarily on the amount of money. Please send in your
submissions. All great ideas can shared with others
in funds raising to reach our goal, helping our Seminarians.
Pease call me if you have any questions or suggestions.
For donations, please make your cheques payable to
the Alberta K of C State Council and mail to:
K of C State Council Office
#4, 5579 47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1

ULTRASOUND (FEATURED)
I look forward to seeing all of you at our State Convention this April.
Keep those Pennies rolling in!

Save lives and help women choose life by giving them
the opportunity to view their unborn children on ultrasound machines at pro-life pregnancy centers.

Fraternally Yours
Brian Strawford
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

For program details, go to the Supreme website:
Faith in Action: Life Programs: http://
www.kofc.org/en/programs/life/index.html Questions: Gregory A. 587 566 4193
lifedirector@kofc.ab.ca
Page 12
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From the Community Director
By Ross Szentmiklossy

T

he Regional basketball season is in full gear.
I have listed the Councils that have registered
with the State competition. There are some Councils that are participating in their areas as they are
in a remote area.
Region #1 in Grande Prairie area Council 6596,
5849, 3025, 5368, 3241,. I have not received the
results as yet. Edmonton is having their regional
Saturday March 14, at Saint Joseph’s school Edmonton and area 2. Council 3437, 13064, 7070,
8325, 7061, 7599, 10519, have registered Region
#3 Red Deer area will be having theirs in Red
Deer. Councils 3408, 4748, 3553, are registered.
Region #4 in Calgary. The regional is scheduled
to be held in Okotoks at Holy trinity Academy on
Saturday March 21, 1pm Council #12446, 10337,
8045, 12419, 7938, 10065, 8470, Have registered.
Region#5 in the Medicine Hat area Council
#9502, 1732.
Councils 5368, 5849, they have completed the
regional.
In total there are 25 Councils reporting. The regional medals have all been sent to the 5 regions.
This year if I can process All the results for 1st,
2nd, and 3rd in Alberta I will have the winners
name on the plaques. I will distribute them to the
DDs at convention in Calgary April 24, 25, 26.
Please keep your reports coming in as I would
like to present the reports at the convention in
Calgary.
Vivat Jesus !
Ross Szentmiklossy
Community Director

(Continued from page 1 State Chaplain)

stock market will go up, but if we are in the middle
of a global downturn, my hope is a false hope, because it is not based on a solid foundation. As Catholic Christians, we are called to place our hope in
Jesus Christ. The same Jesus Christ who became
one like us though without sin, allowed Himself to
be tortured and crucified at the hands of humans.
The same Jesus who was raised from the dead by
God the Father and ascended into heaven. The reading of the Passion always reminds me of the grim
and brutal reality of what our Lord Jesus experienced on behalf of all humanity for the salvation of
souls, our souls. Brothers we need to keep the faith
because; “Our hope is in the Lord, Who made the
heavens and the earth.”
We can keep the faith and we can look out for, and
after, one another. Brothers we have been blessed
with the opportunity to put our “Faith in Action” as
a result of this Pandemic. Through the initiative of
Supreme, “Leave no Neighbor Behind,” and our
State Board’s creativity, we have been called to put
our faith into action. We have been asked by State
to set up systems within our councils that will enable us to literally check in, on all our brother
Knights and their families, (almost 20,000 brothers
in Alberta). Needless to say, the average age of our
Brothers puts most of us in some risk category or
another on the covid spectrum. Brothers in the coming weeks you will be asked by your council executive to engage in calling our brothers at their homes.
You may not make the call; you may receive the
call. Our Worthy State Deputy, Vince Reyes was
pleased to receive a call from one of his local council members who was checking on him and his family. This is the time and the opportunity for us to in
a very real way, live out our fraternal bond with one
another. Whether we make the call or whether receive the call, brothers we need to look out for one
another and our families, particularly during this
strange time in our history.
The Lord works in mysterious ways, but this virus
has presented us with the perfect opportunity to put
our “Faith in Action.” God’s blessings to you and
your families during this most holy of holy different
Holy Weeks that we will ever experience.
Vivat Jesus!
Fr. Jim Corrigan
State Chaplain
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(Continued from page 1 State Deputy)

by the COVID-19 pandemic, the human beings’
spirit of kindness, resiliency, unity, love, and
faith has risen and flourishes even in the most
difficult of circumstances. We offer our prayers,
gratitude, and appreciation to all the first responders, the front-line workers of essential services, and the unsung heroes. Their bravery, care,
and courage in their field of expertise brings
comfort to the elderly, sick, vulnerable, and the
needy. We recognize our health care professionals for their daily briefings and advice on how to
stay safe and healthy. We are thankful to our
government leaders in making wise decisions for
the good of all and for infusing much needed financial aid to help businesses and the thousands
of unemployed, in order to stabilize the population and the sagging economy. We always admire our teachers and educators for continuing to
teach the students by virtual means. On a personal note, as parents, we are very proud of our own
family heroes, my dearest wife who works in an
specialty clinic with the AHS, a daughter who is
a Catholic school teacher and a son who is an
Advanced Care Paramedic.
We would like to commend our council leadership, members, and families for heeding the advice and recommendations of the Supreme
Knight, civic leaders, and health care officials by
practising social distancing of 6 feet, no personal
contact meetings, events, and gatherings and personal hygiene of washing hands with soap and
water as often as possible. Suggested forms of
how to conduct meetings are by conference call,
Skype, Google Groups, or other methods. As per
the Supreme Knight’s strong suggestion, echoed
by our Worthy State Chaplain Fr. Jim Corrigan
in his letter sent to all recently, it is important for
a council to “set up a call tree to contact members and ascertain their well- being.” As your
State Deputy, I am most interested in receiving
feedback from you about this initiative. Also,
you may share with me your council or assembly
and/or members’ best practices and acts of kindness in this time of crisis so as to serve as an inspiration to all of us and others. Further, a helpful
resource to have is a copy of the “Leave No
Neighbor Behind – Coronavirus Pandemic
Guidebook for Knights of Columbus Councils.”
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A few quick updates:
The Virtual Convention 2020 will be held before
the end of May, awaiting guidelines from Supreme.
 The 2021 State Convention is on April 23-25 at
the Westin Calgary.
 Thanks to Bro. Ray Martin for stepping up to
the plate in overseeing, before and after, the
draws while Chair Dave Allen was sidelined
due to heart problems
 Sad news about the passing of Former District
Deputy Henk Kouwenberg-sincerest condolences to beloved wife Barb and family. Barb did the
karaoke entertainment at the Friday Night social
at the State Convention, 2 years ago, in Calgary.
 On a happy note, congratulations to John Benedict Angeles for placing Third Place in the Age
5-7 Division of the Supreme Keep Christ in
Christmas Poster Contest, activity undertaken
by Steve Mackevic Council 7938 in Calgary, led
by GK Perry Michael Cavanagh and coordinated by Bro. Terry McDonough and Bro. Frank
Drewniak.
Every day, as the world turns, let us show an act of
kindness and a helping hand to others, even in our
own little way. As Pope Francis stated, “We are one
human family. Let us bring all hostilities to a halt.
May our joint fight against the COVID-19 pandemic bring everyone to recognize the great need to reinforce brotherly and sisterly bonds.”
United together, we will make a great difference
and with the Lord’s guidance, we will overcome,
triumph, and get out of this crisis stronger than ever!
May God bless and keep us and our family always!
Be safe and stay well.
Happy Easter To All!
Vivat Jesus!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
ANNUAL STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT
Details to follow.

STATE ANNUAL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT CANCELLED

ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION CALGARY WESTIN HOTEL
(DOWNTOWN) APRIL 24, 25 & 26, 2020
CANCELLED

(When applying for Athle c events, please use the
speciﬁc form. Forms can be found in the GK Manual
in Sec on F-1, pages 2-3.)

tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of
the Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council unless a self-addressed, stamped
envelope is provided. Deadline for
submissions is the 15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Subasic
4 Chapala Heath SE, Calgary AB
T2X 3P8
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 689-4305

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
prayers:
Please keep in your prayers the family of Brother
Henk Kouwenberg who passed away March 24
2020 in Calgary.
Please keep in your prayers the family of Brother
Lloyd Hellman who passed away February 20,
2020 in Medicine Hat.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“The Church has always prevailed
and will always prevail”

“The Best Is Yet To Come!”

Vince R. Reyes

Fr. Jim Corrigan

M
H
ow time flies! With barely three weeks left,
at the end of June, the end of the current fraternal
year is fast approaching. Looking back, the inperson scheduled Annual State Council meeting on
April 24-26, 2020 at the Westin Hotel in Calgary,
was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In
lieu of this, in order to protect and preserve the
safety and well-being of our members, ladies and
others, as per Supreme mandate, we conducted a
Virtual State Council meeting on May 9, 2020. In
light of the current coronavirus pandemic emergency, the Supreme Board of Directors declared that
the “rules and any procedural directions issued by
the Supreme Knight or his designees regarding the
State Council meetings in 2020 supersede any conflicting provisions in the State Council bylaws or
other rules.” Moreover, the Supreme Council
“strongly recommended that State Councils limit
the number of resolutions that would be forwarded
to the Supreme Secretary for consideration at the
Supreme Convention.”
As fate would have it, the Premier of Alberta, a
brother Knight, the Honorable Jason Kenney and
our Worthy Supreme Knight Carl Anderson, delivered their messages “live” to the delegates. As your
State Deputy, it was indeed an honor and privilege,
to introduce and welcome our distinguished guests.
That was truly, “an experience of a lifetime!”
(Continued on page 6)
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y Dear Brothers

Summer 2020

Summer has not yet quite arrived, and I am considering googling an ark building tutorial. I had some
ark plans handed down to me from Noah, but the
dimensions were all in “cubits”, so I am having
trouble with the translation if you get my biblical
drift. Brothers, we have concluded the Easter season
celebrating the Ascension of our Lord back into His
heavenly realm, the coming of the Holy Spirit upon
the Apostles at Pentecost giving birth to the Church
that today is our Holy Roman Catholic Church. Last
weekend we celebrated the Feast of the Most Holy
Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, three distinct
persons, one distinct being. Three persons with a
unified identical mission. Finally, to conclude we
celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi (Most Holy
Body and Blood of Christ) this weekend.
These are all powerful and extremely significant
events in the Liturgy of the Church and yet we have
celebrated them, sometimes without a congregation,
some with a limit of fifty people at the Mass and
none of them with any congregational music. In other words, we have been relegated to the role of bystanders/non-participants in the Liturgy of the
Church that we are so used to being actively involved. It has been pointed out to me that Liturgy is
not a spectator sport. Yes, we are meant to engage
with full, active, conscious participation. No, we
never dreamed we would experience the lack of
(Continued on page 8)
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From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Gaston Launière

By John Onyskiw

“Patience and fortitude conquer all things.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson.

D

ear Brother Knights,

I think we can all agree that this has been a crazy
quarter of a year! Who would have thought for a
minute that, due to the pandemic, we will be assisting at our 2020 Annual State Convention through a
Conference Call accompanied by a VIRTUAL Jurisdiction State Council Meeting (2 ½ days in 2 ½
hours)? Without predicting the future, is it possible
that this will be a sign of the future that changes are
coming at a fast pace and that our meetings will become more and more VIRTUAL. Now that the seed
has been planted, LET THE FUTURE TALK!
We are now on to new business for the end of this
fraternal year. When you have completed your
elections for 2020-21 executive, please send the Report for Officers Chosen for the Term (form 185)
for your Council Executive to Supreme and to the
Red Deer Office and complete the State Roster report for Shauna for the next year’s roster.
Before we enjoy our Alberta sunshine, there is one
more task to be done. Please check if you still have
any prospects to be initiated by June 30, 2020. We
must push hard to meet our membership quota as
we only need 72 members (as of May 28, 2020) to
keep Alberta in the Circle of Honor. We can do it!
I am looking forward to representing you next year
as State Secretary and meeting many of you at the
various activities and events you will be hosting.
Thank you for your support.
My wife Danielle and I would like to wish each and
every one of you and your families a good and safe
relaxing summer!
Vivat Jesus!
Gaston Launière
State Secretary / Secrétaire d’État

W

orthy Brothers all

No doubt many of you have been isolated and suffering from cabin fever due to this COVID-19 virus
circulating the world. But with the arrival of summer, our vigilance to social distancing when out,
and the relaxing of lockdowns we may start to enjoy
some of the outdoors.
This year’s Annual State Convention hosted on May
9th was a virtual meeting with delegates from over
120 Councils in attendance. Aside for a few minor
glitches it was a success. The incumbent members
of the State Board were elected to another term. In
addition, a full slate of delegates was elected to represent our jurisdiction for this year’s Supreme Annual Convention.
June 30th marks the end of the current Columbian
year and a time when all Councils need to submit
their Semi-Annual Audit report to Supreme, along
with the report of newly elected Council Officers.
This information is also required at the State Office
as it is used in preparation of the 2020 – 2021 Roster and to ensure that your Council is receiving all
the reports and newsletters that affect Councils for
the next year.
With July 1st as the start of the new Columbian year
it should be a time for the new and old executives to
meet to pass over the reins, a time to start planning
activities for the New Year, and a time to draft a
budget. Many of these may be virtual meetings as
some parishes are not permitting meeting to be held
on church premises. Regional Leadership Seminars
will be scheduled over the summer months and depending upon the status of COVID-19 may be conducted as webinars. While some Brothers may feel
they don’t need to attend these virtual meetings, it is
important for everyone to attend to not only share
their knowledge and experiences but the learnings
can assist them in their Council position. For new
Executive members, these meetings are an invaluable source of information.
It is important to ensure that Councils, Districts,
Chapters and the State Board follow the Constitution, Bylaws, and resolutions for the operation of
our activities within the legal and financial
(Continued on page 7)
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D

From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Andy Soshalski

By Rufus Awharitoma

Warden’s Angle
ear Brothers,

Hopefully all of us are safe and sound.
This is an unusual fraternal year. For the
first time in history we did not have an eye
to eye State Convention, because of the
pandemic we had to have a virtual one. It
was not very easy to hold it, but the State
Board tried to make it as smooth as possible. Anyway, we carried three resolutions
and tabled one. Ten resolutions were delayed until next year’s Convention which
as I hope will take place as usual.
In the meantime, thanks to God, that the
Holy Masses are resuming, we now can
again go to church and receive Communion
which is extremely important for our spiritual health. I hope, with the help of our
Holy Patron, Father Michael J. McGivney
(who we soon be beatified) we will be able
to resume our regular Council Activities
and we will continue our usual Charitable
Activities.
God bless you all Brothers, and your families! Have a wonderful summer and stay
safe!
Yours in Christ,
Andy Soshalski,
State Advocate.

W

orthy Brother Knights, warmest fraternal
greetings to you and your families, in this most unprecedented and perilous time in our human history.
But as men of faith, we have adapted and adjusted
well to the new reality we find ourselves in.
Questions have risen from all corners of our Jurisdiction, regarding conducting of a safe, secured and
successful council meetings (Visually), while ensuring that protocols are in place. Visual meetings are
accepted and allowed to keep our councils running
during this period of social distancing.
Ensuring that only duly qualified Brother Knights
are accepted into such meetings, will be the responsibilities of the Council and the Council Officers.
1. Communicating with all Council members
about a schedule meeting day, date and time.
2. Choose the right technology, preferably
(Skype, Citrix GoToMeeting, Cisco WebEx).
Please note that “Zoom”, is not secured and
not recommended.
3. Register Council members for the visual meeting.
4. Set Ground Rules.
5. Keep Meeting short and straight to the point.
6. Get Everyone Involved and engage on meeting
day.
We are not only men of faith, but creative in our
spirituality for the common good of all mankind.
Soon we will have the opportunity once again, to
enjoy physical gathering in the presence of the Holy
Eucharist, for our meetings and fraternal activities.
Vivat Jesus!
Rufus Awharitoma
State Warden
Knight of Columbus Alberta/Northwest Territories.
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From the Agency

From the IPSD

By Marc Bouchard General Agent

By Ron J,. Schuster

T

he world is slowly beginning its return
to the way things were - at least as much as it
can. It’ll likely be months before we know
what normal looks like now.
You’ve probably heard the saying attributed
to an unsavory (to say the least!) historical
figure that “there are decades where nothing
happens, and there are weeks where decades
happens.”
It certainly feels that way now. We have
crammed decades of changes into these last
several weeks, and it’s hard to know what
change is permanent and what changes will
prove temporary.
Not everything is fluid though. I am struck
by the resilience of the permanent things our faith, our fraternity, our families. I’m
sure you’ve seen the tremendous ways in
which the Knights of Columbus, in particular
has proven itself equal yet again to this current challenge. Whether it was the establishment of the Leave No Neighbor Behind Initiative, or the launch of the diocesan loan fund,
or just the every-day, every-city response of
councils across the globe, we have responded
as we always do: swiftly, powerfully.
Sure, we’ve had to cancel some things.
We’ve had to have some virtual meetings.
We’ve had to stay a safe distance apart. But
our distance hasn’t diminished our unity, nor
has it changed our impact.
I continue to be proud to be a part of this
great organization - especially in moments
like this. And I know you are too.
pride. That’s why, for me, being financially
committed to the Knights is such a point of
(Continued on page 5)
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W

orthy Brother Knights

Today, as I am writing this article for the State Affairs I can recall the first one I did years ago. It was
about the health of my fellow Brother Knights and
their families, pushing to gain new members into
the Order, working with those who have signed up
into a Council, but had not attended a meetings, or
participated in any of the activities.
Well, not much has changed. The same issues are
there except for one major issue. It is called
COVID-19.
This virus has caused hardships through-out our Order in more ways than one. With not having meetings, we are not getting dues paid as a result of the
hardship of Brother Knights being laid off from
work or not being able to work because of businesses having to close their doors, staying at home to
protect our families and friends. I can go on and on
but I will leave it here.
The Program that our Supreme Knight launched
“Leave No Neighbor Behind” is very self explanatory. He is asking us to reach out to our Brother
Knights to see if any assistance is required. And so
make sure their families are safe and healthy. Also
reaching out to your Neighbor’s living next door to
you to make sure that they are okay along with their
families. To care for those who are less fortunate
than others. It is what we do as Brother Knights.
Our Priests have been under an enormous strain as a
result of the Churches being closed for a great
length of time but they NEVER forgot their flock.
They did whatever had to be done to reach out to us
to let us know we are not alone and that our Lord
and Savior is with us at this time of need. They
brought this message daily by way of virtual means
and we must thank them for all they have done.
Now, our Parishes are slowing being opened to attend Masses, not like how we would like to see it
done, but it is the best way to protect ourselves,
(Continued on page 6)
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From the Program Director
By Sal Ficaccio

W
orthy District Deputies, Worthy
Grand Knights and Worthy Brother Knights,
my wish is to find you all in good health including all your loved at this difficult time.
This Covid19 epidemic has brought many
challenges within our daily lives including
our faith.
Our faith has grown stronger, including the
help to our fellows brothers and those less
fortunate who are in need.
“The Leave No Neighbor Behind Program” gave us an opportunity to contact
many of our Brother Knights and families
and to give help as required.
Many of our Brother Knights were very
grateful just to receive a phone call knowing
that we care.
Be creative and think outside the box with
our imaginative minds we can achieve wonderful results.
As stated in the last State Affair, that in order
to achieve Star Council Award, Supreme
Council has now made changes to the criteria
please read and follow the attached information. On Page 11
Wishing you all the best, may the Good Lord
keep you all safe and healthy.
Vivat Jesus!
Sal Ficaccio
State Program Director
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(Continued from page 4 General Agent, Marc Bouchard)

We all need life insurance. We all need to
plan for retirement. We all need to think
about and prepare for life’s what-ifs.
But when it comes time to decide who to
make those preparations with, and who to
choose to buy those products from, we can
choose to spend our money with the company
who establishes a multi-million dollar loan
funds for Catholic dioceses in their most desperate time of need, or we can go another
route. We can choose to buy our insurance
from a company who leaves no neighbor behind, or a company who has no real concept
of who their neighbor is. We can prepare for
our retirement with a company whose members are - once again - setting an example of
true Christian charity for all to follow, or we
can go in a different direction.
I would challenge you, whether you’ve never
inquired or it’s been a long time - to take a
fresh look at the Knights of Columbus as a
trusted financial partner and see what products and services we may have that might
help you and your family. As we all start to
get back to things an advisor can meet with
you in person or by video, whichever you prefer, and you can have stress-free, nocommitment conversation about the possibilities.
It’s a way to further your commitment to all
that we stand for, and - at the same time - obtain some much-needed peace of mind in
times like these.
For the name of your advisor you can call
403-343-2242 or email to
bouchardagencymail@kofc.org
Stay safe.
Marc Bouchard, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent AB/NWT
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(Continued from page 1 State Deputy, Vince R. Reyes)

I would like to take advantage of this opportunity,
to thank all of you for your trust and confidence,
in re-electing me as your State Deputy for another
Columbian Year!
During the height of the COVID-19 pandemic,
there were close to 1,000 workers at the Cargill
plant who were severely affected. Upon receiving
the request of the High River Council 9521, to
provide grocery gift cards to the affected Filipino
Brother Knights, I made a plea to the Alberta
Charitable Foundation (ACF), at its Annual General meeting. A motion was duly passed and approved. As well, the State Board stepped up to the
plate and extended a helping hand!
As if the COVID-19 pandemic is not enough to
affect people’s lives, a flood occurred on April 27,
which severely damaged homes in Fort McMurray. I would like to commend the Supreme Council for its fast action, by releasing financial aid
relief and grocery gift cards to our Brother
Knights and parishioners.
As a sign of our mission of faith and action, we
“Leave No Neighbor Behind!”
Even at this time of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is
business as usual with the Knights of Columbus.
The election of council officers must be held between May 15 to June 15. Come June 30, the following must be submitted: Report of Officers
Chosen (#185) and Columbian Award Application
(SP-7). Please double-check that all requirements
for the Star Council Award have been met and
that all forms have been accepted.
We are all facing a new normal! Last week, I attended the State Deputy’s Organizational Meeting
which was conducted virtually. This is usually
done at the Supreme head office in New Haven,
CT. I am still awaiting word from Supreme on
how to conduct the District Deputies’ Organizational meeting. Due to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic, the 138th Annual Meeting of the Supreme Council, scheduled in Washington, D.C.,
shall be convened virtually. More details to follow.
I always believe that we are all “Stewards of Faith
and Action.” This is who we are, this is what we
are, this is what we do! Pope Francis reminds us:
Page 6

“Help one another. This is what Jesus teaches us.
This is what I do with my heart.” To add, my late
father’s favorite quote from a Quaker Missionary,
Etienne de Grellet: “I shall pass this way but once;
any good that I can do or any kindness I can show
to any human being, let me do it now.” The position of State Deputy sometimes is a lonely place
and it carries a lot of responsibility. Yet, at the end
of the day, it is rewarding, knowing that you try
your best to do the job without any hidden agenda. I
extend my heartfelt gratitude to all of you for your
trust and confidence. Furthermore, it is through
each individual’s effort, countless hours, and dedication towards our cause that “Stewards of Faith
and Action” has successfully become a reality! All
of you are appreciated beyond measure! To save
the best for last, so to speak, to my family, children
Stephanie and Richard, my beloved and soul-mate
wife Ruby, for your never-ending support, inspiration, understanding, for helping me to get up when I
am down, time and again, and love – from the bottom of my heart, thank you!
Vivat Jesus!
Fraternally,
Vince R. Reyes
State Deputy

(Continued from page 4 IPSD, Ron Schuster)

families, friends and fellow Parishioners. We will
get to where we were but it will take time,
one step at a time.
I would like to pray for you and your families during this time to stay safe, be careful, and have patience.
Our Lord will welcome us back together again.
God Bless you and your family.
Brother Ron Schuster
IPSD
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From the Charitable Foundation
By Willis Winter, President

G reetings to my Brother Knights. I pray
that all are well in these pandemic times.
The Foundation Board of Directors held their
second on-line meeting on May 2, 2020, one
week before the State Convention was held
on-line as well. The Board approved the
Foundation’s financial statements and considered the many requests received for donations. To date this year, we have approved $
79,000 in requests for funding. Our required
disbursements for 2020 based on our long
term capital are roughly $ 103,000. The
Foundation donated $ 94,700 in 2019.

State Deputy Vince Reyes (Left) is shown with
District Deputy Stan Bartlett. Presenting Financial aid and gifts cards form Supreme Council
and the Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council for flood victim in Fort McMurray.

As of March 31, 2020, our portfolio’s investments has a market value of $2.903 million,
an increase of 2.1% from March 31, 2019.
Thanks to the conservative investment policy
we follow, the portfolio grew modestly, despite the Toronto Stock exchange suffering
its largest loss in 80 years in March 2020
(12%), We must ensure that the ACF has the
funds on hand to meet its charitable obligations without dipping into its capital.

(Continued from page 2 State Treasurer, John Onyskiw)

constraints that govern us. Incoming Financial
Secretaries and Treasurers need to learn what their
jobs entail to successfully execute their responsibilities. Councils may also need to update their
Bank signing authorities to meet the requirements
of Council bylaws and the Constitution.
At this this time I wish to thank you for your support this past Columbian year and look forward to
servicing our jurisdiction as your State Treasurer
for another year. Also, thank you to Shauna, for
her assistance and keeping me on track with things
that needed to be done.
Vivat Jesus!
John Onyskiw
State Treasurer

Thanks to the herculean efforts of Past President Wally Streit and the donations made by
Councils and individuals, the Catch the Spirit
Campaign has added about $ 1 million to the
ACF’s portfolio. The campaign concluded
earlier this year with a final reminder to all
councils and individuals to complete their
pledges.
The Foundation Directors made many visits
to councils to share information about the
Foundation’s purpose, to explain how the
Foundation obtains funds for charitable
works, and to stress the importance of ongoing donations to the Foundation. We want to
ensure all Knights are aware of the Founda(Continued on page 10)
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From the State Life Director

(Continued from page 1 State Chaplain, Father Jim Corrigan)

freedom and a lack of access to the Eucharist that
we have experienced in these last few months.
Brothers, there is something we need to hold in our
hearts throughout this time, complete with the lost
patience and lack of convenience among the many
other abnormalities of our present situation. Our
Lord and Saviour has never left us. He may not
have seemed as present to us in the Mass and in our
spiritual communions, but be assured He has been
and always will be present to us.
Brothers, challenging as this time has been, the
Church has been through far worse trauma’s in the
last two thousand years. Our Lord has never deserted or left His Church (meaning us, the Body of
Christ) alone. The Church has always prevailed and
will always prevail. Why? Because brothers, this is
God’s Church and He knows we need the Church to
assist us on our pilgrim journeys to the Promised
Land. There has been a ray of beautiful sunshine
that has been very apparent to me this past week, as
we began celebrating the Mass publicly with a maximum fifty-person congregation. It is the smile and
the sparkle that I have seen in the eyes of those
faithful as they have received Jesus in the Eucharist
for the first time in almost three months. I could not
see beneath the mask, but I could see the smiling
joy-filled eyes, above the mask. It brought joy to
my heart to see people being reunited in a very
physical way with their Lord and Saviour.
Brothers as we venture into our Alberta summer
months, please be consoled. We have done what
needed to be done to mitigate the corona virus. We
are now moving in a positive direction, incremental
steps forward, that we need to do right. We will get
there my brothers. It may not be like it was, but it
will be what the Lord has deemed that we need. My
consolation this entire time has been that it is His
Church and it is He that is in charge. May our Lord
bless you and your families with a happy, healthy,
and holy summer.

By Gregory Amerongen

D

ear Brother Knights,

As all of you are fully aware, the provincial
health safety regulations, endorsed and applied to the Catholic parishes and, as a result, Knights of Columbus events from
meetings to fundraisers and unfortunately
even our convention. Understandably and
regrettably, major events like the Alberta
March for Life could not occur.
Nonetheless, our pro-life activities will resume in due order, for that this pandemic,
too, shall pass. Hence, confident in God to
help us see this through, I look forward to
our noble Order and dynamic Jurisdiction
resuming its magnanimous activities for
God, the Church, our brothers, neighbours,
and the world through our charitable activities under the guidance of our esteemed
bishops and capable State Board.
I commend all of you to God with prayers
and hope for everyone to stay prudent, safe,
and buoyant with the hope that Venerable
Father McGivney entrusted to us as we carry the torch of Charity and to lift high the
Cross that we bear for the Risen Lord.
Fraternally,
Brother Gregory Amerongen
Alberta-NWT State Life Director

Vivat Jesus!
Father Jim Corrigan
State Chaplain
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From the State
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

From the Columbia Director

D

By Gregory Amerongen

ear Brother Knights,

As all of you are fully aware, the provincial health
safety regulations, endorsed and applied to the Catholic parishes and, as a result, Knights of Columbus
events from meetings to fundraisers and unfortunately
even our State Convention. Understandably, submissions from Councils for the Columbia have also leveled off.
Nonetheless, some councils, I have heard, are holding
online meetings. In any case, we can be sure that this
pandemic, too, shall pass. Hence, confident in God to
help us see this through, I look forward to our noble
Order and dynamic Jurisdiction resuming its magnanimous activities for God, the Church, our brothers,
neighbours, and the world through our charitable activities under the guidance of our esteemed bishops
and capable State Board.
I commend all of you to God with prayers and hope
for everyone to stay prudent, safe, and buoyant with
the hope that Venerable Father McGivney entrusted to
us as we carry the torch of Charity and to lift high the
Cross that we bear for the Risen Lord.

By Brian Strawford

M

y Blessed Easter to all my Brother
Knights and their families.

Please keep your families safe in these troubling times, knowing God is with us at all
times. I sure missed seeing you at our State
Convention this year. We will all be together
again as soon as is safe to safely do. For the
Council’s that were going to bring their donations for Pennies for Heaven for presentation, but were not able to. I Thank-you for
staying home and being safe with your families.
For donations, please make chequers payable to the Alberta K of C State Council and
mail to:
K of C State Council Office
#4, 5579 47 Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1

Fraternally,
Brother Gregory Amerongen
Alberta-NWT State Columbia Chairman

From the Basketball Free Throw Chairman
By Ross Szentmiklossy

Again by best Easter wish to you and your
families.
Brian Strawford
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

T

he Knights were unable to complete the Regional and Alberta champions in three of the
five regions. The COVID-19 pandemic caused
schools to close the week prior to the events. Edmonton, Grande Prairie and Calgary were forced
to cancel their regionals.
The events may not be rescheduled this year as
school will not open till the fall of 2020 and if
gatherings of this size and touching of basketballs
will be allowed. Interesting?
Vivat Jesus!
Ross Szentmiklossy,
State Basketball Chairman
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From the Community Director
(Continued from page 7 ACF President, Willis Winter)

By Ross Szentmiklossy

Wheelchair Program

A

section of the community is KOfC
Wheelchair program. The Canadian
Wheelchair Foundation (CWF) is part of
the global Wheelchair network.
The CWF has established a cost of
$195.00 per Wheelchair in container loads
of 110 to 280 Wheelchairs. Delivery costs
are up $70.00 to $90.00 range per chair.
To keep costs down they are bulk freighted
to various locations.
The cost of chairs delivered in Canada
must now include the extra expense. The
Knights Wheelchair Chairman North has
chairs stored in his garage they include 316” and 2-20” remaining. The cost is
$225.00 each.
The main source of fund raising is by personal donations 9 donations of $25.00 each
makes $225.00.
Special thanks to “Big Ed” council 7070
long haul trucker. He used to get a lot of
free deliveries. He has gone to his ETERNAL REWARD, GOD bless him.
Councils/Assemblies are responsible for
providing CWF with donor lists, name, address, amount, and phone number so appropriate tax amounts may be issued.
Vivat Jesus!
Richard Rajotte,
Wheelchair chairman North.

tion and its work on their behalf. Once the
lockdown due to the Covid-19 pandemic ends,
we will resume these visits.
The Covid-19 pandemic has wrought a great
many changes in our personal lives and in the
economy. All of us have encountered changes
that are unprecedented. Churches have been
closed. Community recreation facilities, social
groups, summer camps, and non-profit organizations of all stripes have been forced to
close. Social isolation is keeping volunteers
at home. Fund raising in support of charitable
works has dried up.
Our Donations Chairman, Brother Wally
Streit, is receiving more and more requests for
donations. There is a huge need for assistance
in our communities; it is a real challenge to
decide which ones to help and which ones to
forego. We can’t help them all and are forced
to limit the assistance we do provide.
The ACF Board is developing a new partnered giving program to assist and support
Councils in their mission of charity within
their local community. The recent and ongoing Covid-19 pandemic has intensified the
need to provide support for worthy charities
everywhere. Details on the partnered giving
program will be announced in the next few
months.
I hope that you will partner with the Alberta
Charitable Foundation in extending works of
charity throughout our jurisdiction.
Stay well.
Vivat Jesus!
Willis Winter,
President, Alberta Charitable Foundation
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From State Program Report

Star Council Checklist
Worthy Knights of Columbus Leaders,
The coronavirus pandemic impacted fraternal operations and activities. May councils that
might have qualified for council awards may be unable to meet the criteria because of circumstances beyond their control.
Our goal is to recognize those councils that were on track for success before the crisis and
those that are continuing fraternal operations despite pandemic restrictions. Accordingly, the
following criteria revisions are instituted to make council awards more achievable in the current fraternal year:
(1) Columbian Award (Programs)
 Conduct at least 10 program activities (Reduced from 16)
 At least 2 =activities in each program category of Faith, Family community and life.
 At least a total of 2 additional activities in program categories of your choosing.
 The program categories no longer have specific “Required Programs”
(2) McGivney Award (Membership)
 Achieve Revised Membership Goal (40% reduction from original quota)
(3) Founders Award (Insurance)
 Host a virtual or in person benefits seminar with the field agent before June 30, or
 Achieve Revised Insurance Goal (50% reduction from original quota)
(4) Star Council Award
 Payment of Supreme assessments and per capita are not required
All other Star Council requirements (report, safe environment, etc.) remain in effect
Note: We will discuss these revised criteria in detail during the next webinar this Thursday,
April 30, at 8:00 PM EDT. Registration information will be sent separately.
The coronavirus pandemic greatly increased the need for charitable works. In challenging
times, good leaders step forward and make great things happen. I encourage you to think outside of the box, be creative, and help others get through this terrible pandemic. Our LEAVE
NO NEIGHBOR BEHIND pr ogr am is a gr eat place to star t making a differ ence.
Please do your best to achieve these revised criteria for council awards. The Supreme Council looks forward to recognizing your accomplishments.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
ANNUAL STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT
Details to follow.

STATE ANNUAL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT CANCELLED

ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION CALGARY WESTIN HOTEL
(DOWNTOWN) APRIL 24, 25 & 26, 2020
CANCELLED

(When applying for Athle c events, please use the
speciﬁc form. Forms can be found in the GK Manual
in Sec on F-1, pages 2-3.)

tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of
the Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council unless a self-addressed, stamped
envelope is provided. Deadline for
submissions is the 15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Subasic
4 Chapala Heath SE, Calgary AB
T2X 3P8
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 689-4305

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
prayers:
Please keep in your prayers the family of Brother
Ross A. Fourney who passed away April 24 2020
in Edmonton.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca

September 2020

Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain
“The essence of our relationship with
the Lord is based in large part on
how much effort we are willing to put
into it.”

“Help One Another!”

Vince R. Reyes

I

n spite of the challenges caused by the global
pandemic, the recently concluded fraternal year
2019-2020, was historic and a huge success!
After three years, our jurisdiction attained the coveted Circle of Honor, with an Intake Gain of
122.03%, placing Number 2 in the entire Order,
consisting of 75 jurisdictions! As an icing on the
cake, IPSD Wally Streit has “earned the distinction
of being the Top Recruiter in all Knights of Columbus Insurance Territories.” He recruited 227 new
members. As well, we were recognized for having
50 Award Winning Councils. Out of this, 14 Councils were awarded the most sought after award, the
Star Council. This is in recognition for excellence
in Programs, Membership, Insurance, and full compliance with required Reports, such as Form #365,
Form #1728, Form SP7, and applicable safe environment requirements. The rest of our winning
Councils were awarded either the Columbian
Award, the McGivney Award, the Founders’
Award, or a combination of these awards. Under
the Insurance Awards, General Agent Marc Bouchard placed Number 3, attained 174% of Quota,
with a Volume/Member of $18,024.88 and gross
volume of $299,862,000. Field Agent Cleophas
Castillo, placed Number 2, with a Volume/Member
of $29,279.82 and gross volume of $20,613,000.
I cannot thank enough, from the bottom of my
heart, State Program Director Sal Ficaccio and
(Continued on page 3)
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Fr. Jim Corrigan

M

y dear Brother Knights

One of the things that I do not deal with particularly
well, is change. I am okay with change when I am the
rocket scientist behind it, but it wears thin when someone else seems to be always dictating what comes
next. I am sure we are all a wee tired of the past six
months. The truth is change is one of the constants in
our lives. The challenge to that truth is how open we
are to the change that is called for. Brothers you may
be tired of feeling like you have to apply or qualify to
go to Church, and you may be afraid to cough once
you finally pass the entrance exam. I am smiling, I
needed to cough a few days ago at Mass and I had
guilt about it because I was leery about what people
were thinking. All this to say, that covid has had a
negative effect on our psychological and for many of
us our physical well-being. I dare say that even during
a time when it would have seemed we had more time
than ever; our spiritual well-being may have taken a
bit of a hit. This for many potential reasons. We were
literally excluded from attending Mass and receiving
Holy Communion for a number of months. We may be
older or health compromised, and felt it better that we
did not attend the public Mass in the early days of its
relaunch in our parishes.
My dear brothers, as we begin this fall season, we continue with incremental changes on a pretty regular basis. My invitation to you is this; put your trust in that
which is immutable and unchanging. Trust in our Lord
Jesus, who is and who was and who ever shall be.
(Continued on page 7)
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From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Gaston Launière

By John Onyskiw

“No act of kiNdNess,
No matter how small,
is ever wasted.” AESOP

W
elcome to autumn. As Mother Nature once again
bestows upon us that colorful season of fall and com-

ear Brother Knights,

Thanks to all of you who participated in the District
Deputy VIRTUAL Meeting via the website. It has
been a unique experience and only the future will tell
if this will be a success or not. We hope that the next
one will be more social.
Grand Knights, please remember that your District
Deputy is our State Deputy’s personal representative
and it is important that all Council Officers and members familiarize themselves with the respect due to the
District Deputy.
The District Deputy should always be properly attired
when attending meetings: should be seated in front
near the Grand Knight: should always be called upon
to speak and all members should rise when he is introduced. He should always be seated at the head table at
any Council function even if he is not on the speaking
program.
The District Deputy should be in regular contact with
all Grand Knights in his District and he should ensure
that he is available to you when you call upon him for
assistance.
In regards to State Scholarships, all the applications
have been reviewed by the judging committee and
after 22 hours or so of lengthy judging, 15 out of 38
applicants were chosen. The recipients are: Isabella S.
(10519), Josephine H. (13361), Patrick W. (7432),
Grace S. (8636), Sophie C. (12446), Ethan S. (7432),
Jonathan I. (4510), Jaiden R. (3948), Evan S. (3922),
Jason M. (12419), Peter O. (7092), Sarah M. (9280),
Cool K. (6994), Andrew K. (9559) and Angelica A.
(7871).
Those winners will also be announced and made
available on the State Website for viewing in the near
future. We thank all the applicants who applied, and
Councils who helped these individuals. The cheques
are being mailed to the Grand Knights for distribution.
If you have been advised that you have a winner in
your Council, we encourage you to arrange to make a
special presentation of the cheque to the winner at a
(Continued on page 5)

Page 2

ing up next; Thanksgiving. Only this time, thanks to
the COVID-19 pandemic, we will be celebrating in a
different environment with family and friends giving
thanks to Our Lord. But still let us not forget those less
fortunate than ourselves both here at home and abroad.
Every day the news shows us victims suffering from
some calamity, displacement, or act of violence occurring somewhere in the world. Let us pray for these victims and especially for peace so we may all live as
God intended with our brothers and sisters.
Summers end also brings to a close the first quarter of
our new Columbian Year. Most Councils are now conducting their meetings via some form of on-line conferencing, such as Zoom or Google Hangouts. If you
do host in-person monthly meeting please be vigilant
and follow the protocols set out by our Provincial
Chief Medical Officer for social distancing, wearing
of masks, hand sanitizing, and sanitizing the meeting
areas before and after the meeting. This pandemic
does not mean we should stop all our Council activities. It just means Councils must be very selective on
the activities they undertake and also be safe.
As State Treasurer, I’d like to remind all Councils of
the following:



All expense claims are to be submitted on a timely
basis to the State Board.



Complete one (1) expense claim form per month.
Do not combine multiple months onto one expense
form.



To ensure timely processing ALL receipts must be
attached to the respective expense claims when
applicable. Please note that if meals are to be reimbursed, State does not cover the cost of any alcoholic beverages.



All cheques received from the State Board are to
be cashed when received. Every year, we have
several cheques that become stale dated.

 Per Capita and Insurance statements are to be paid
within 60 days of receipt of invoicing.


State Scholarship cheques are sent to the Grand
Knights for presentation to the winners at a public
function.

• There are two (2) Expense Report forms:
(Continued on page 5)
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From the State Warden
By Rufus Awharitoma

(Continued from page 1 State Deputy Vince Reyes)

Team, State Membership Director South Roone
Learmont and Team, State Membership Director
North Leo Sosa and Team, State Communications
Director Michael Subasic and Team, State Ceremonial Director Dan Barth and Team, State Online
Membership Director Robert Reti, State N.C.D. and
Round Table Director PSD Wally Streit, Grand
Knights, District Deputies, State Board Officers,
fraternal leaders, and everybody who worked behind
the scenes – for a job well done! Congratulations!
Keep up the great work!
Welcome to fraternal year 2020-2021! Each of us
knows that we are now living in a different world.
Whether we like it or not, we have to adapt to the
constant changes happening in our daily lives. By
being resilient, real, honest to goodness, and having
a unified effort and dedication, we will overcome
and triumph at the end! Let us move forward to continue our mission of service to the church and community. We have a moral obligation to “Leave No
Neighbor Behind.”
Starting this year, in view of the restrictions, protocols, and uncertainties due to the ongoing pandemic
which changed the economic and social landscapes,
the usual Charities Appeal Raffle is indefinitely cancelled. In lieu of this, to continue to assist several
charities, we have embarked on a new venture, the
ONLINE 50/50 Charities Appeal Raffle. Please support this worthy cause by buying your tickets:
https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/kocab. Ticket sales
deadline: October 21, 2020. Draw date: October 28,
2020.
Now that the 2020-2021 State Roster has been distributed, please adhere to the Supreme Charter Constitution Laws and the State Council Policy. This is
a gentle and brotherly reminder to all that a fund
raising appeal from one Council to other Councils in
the jurisdiction, without permission, would be a violation of Section 162.22 of the Laws of the Order.
The Council may not lawfully conduct such as an
appeal without the consent or approval of the State
Deputy. You may also refer to the Grand Knight’s
Manual Section L-2, page 1.
The first ever Virtual 138th Supreme Convention
was held on August 4 and 5. The Alberta delegation
gathered at the Double Tree by Hilton. On the first
(Continued on page 12)
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W

orthy Brother Knights, warmest fraternal
greeting to you and your families, as we pray to
continue to enjoy God’s Blessing and Mercies. The
beginning of a new fraternal years has always been
an exciting period for our Jurisdiction, Districts and
Councils. As stewards of faith, we can start planning our Council activates for this fraternal year,
while ensuring the “Leave No Neighbors Behind”
program becomes part of us.
Worthy Warden, is the protocol officer of our respective Councils, ensuring the safety of all Brother
Knights and other parishioners has never been so
paramount to us. Especially, this time in our human
history when we battle an unseen enemy
(Coronavirus). While ensuring that our Councils
chambers are ready for an in-person meeting. It is
also our responsibilities and duties to promote and
implement all protocol or guidelines, put in place by
Alberta Health Services (AHS), Parish, Diocese,
and Archdiocese, on gathering and social distancing.
But for continuous use of social media platforms for
your Council meetings, the Supreme Council, continues to provide updated information on that.
SOCIAL MEDIA 101
The scope and use of social media are continually
changing—what was once used only to connect with
friends is now also a tool for your Council to connect to your parish and reach out to the greater community. As social media continues to evolve, it is
important to understand and take advantage of the
opportunities these innovations afford us, within
both our local and global communities. Your Council can increase its impact by having a positive, relevant, and engaging presence online.
A Council’s social media profile is not only a representation of your Council in your parish and community, but of the Order in its entirety. As such,
each Council should model its social media presence after that of Order. Sharing content from the
Supreme Council’s social media pages and maintaining a positive presence online are important
ways to advance the Knights of Columbus’ values in
both the virtual and the physical world.
(Continued on page 10)
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From the Agency
By Marc Bouchard General Agent

The attached letter was sent out to both Cleo Castillo and Marc Bouchard from Carl
Anderson. Cleo Castillo finished #4 in the Order (in the all Business Report) Marc
Bouchard finished #3 in the Order.
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From the Program Director
By Sal Ficaccio

W
orthy District Deputies, Worthy Grand Knights
and Worthy Brother Knights, my wish is to find you
all in good health including all your loved ones at
this difficult time.

(Continued from page 2 State Secretary, Gaston Launiere)

Parish Mass or Church or Council function. Try to
include your District Deputy and/or any State Officers
in your presentation so that one of them could read
the letter that provides information on our scholarship
program.

This Covid-19 epidemic has brought many challenges within our daily lives, Faith, and our Order.

Please send in photos of this formal introduction to
the Red Deer Office so we can post them on the state
website. This is an achievement that we should celebrate and share with others.

“Leave No Neighbor Behind Program” helps
many of our Brother Knights and their families as
well our brothers and sisters in our parish or communities that face many day to day challenges in these
difficult times.

I am looking forward to representing you this year as
State Secretary and meeting many of you in the various activities and events you will be hosting. Of
course, social distancing will be applied, thanks to
COVID-19.

Worthy Brothers without our programs Our Order
will not survive. We need to promote these programs
in our Church and Community.

Thank you for your support.

Worthy Council Program Directors, you need to encourage and promote the Faith in Action to your
Council and Parish Priest. Supreme website has
many resources and I encourage all of you to please
take advantage of these resources at the following
website provided for you kofc.org/fiaresources.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
Vivat Jesus!
Gaston Launière,
Secrétaire d'État / State Secretary,
Alberta + TNO/NWT
(Continued from page 2 State Treasurer John Onyskiw)

We need to be creative and think outside the box,
with our imaginative minds we can accomplish wonderful results.
In having these programs in place we will retain
members and attract many others to join our worthy
Order. Please see attachment for this year Recommended and Featured Programs.
Wishing you all the best life can offer; health, peace
& love.
May the Good Lord be always with you.
Enjoy the rest of summer. .
Sal Ficaccio
State Program Director

one for District Deputies that goes to the State
Deputy, who forwards it to Supreme for payment; one for State Directors and Chairpersons,
and State Board members that are initially submitted to the State Deputy who then forwards
them to the State Treasurer for payment.
I would like to take this opportunity to extend a
warm welcome to Brother Ferdie Mendita in his appointment as our new Master of the 4th Degree for the
Alberta-Northwest Territories District North. I look
forward to working with you Brother Ferdie in this
new Columbian Year.
The State Board, Directors and District Deputies are
here to assist every Council when called upon. When
we don’t hear from anyone, we trust that the Councils are moving forward in a positive and productive
manner. We are all but a telephone call away.
God bless all, welcome to autumn, and above all…
Stay Safe.
John W. Onyskiw
State Treasurer
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From the Membership Director N

From the Charitable Foundation

By Leo Sosa

By Willis Winter, President

Prospect Name Drive

D

ue to the global pandemic, the State membership recruitment process, PROSPECT NAME
DRIVE, will temporarily replace the Church Drive
that the Councils traditionally do to recruit members.
This membership recruitment process relies more on
the State Membership Team to do the recruitment
efforts to assist each of the Councils and Districts to
attain their quota for Columbian Year 2020-2021 and
eventually the Star Council Award.
Step 1





Each Council will provide the “Prospect Name
State Pool” with names and contact information
at least equivalent to the number of quotas of the
specific Council for the Fraternal Year;
Based on experience, not all the prospects are
converted to membership. The State Membership
Team will then monitor the number pf prospects
who became a member, i.e., exemplified or emember, and will adjust the required number of
prospect names per quarter until the Council intake for the quarter is met;



District Deputy will coordinate with the Council
for each quarter to track the number of names
submitted to the pool and work with each of the
Council to meet the member intake per quarter;



Dan Michael will maintain the spreadsheet record of the names submitted and will provide a
quarterly worksheet to the State Deputy, State
Membership Director, State Online Director,
New Council Development Director;

Step 2



State Membership Director (SMD) will assign
prospect names to specific members of the State
Membership Teams (SMT)



Before the assigned State Membership recruiter
contacts the prospects, he will contact the Council to garner information about the Council, including activities, annual dues and how they can
be paid etc.

G reetings to my Brother Knights.
I trust that you and your families are well and making
the best of these pandemic times.
Our investment portfolio has done quite well since
my last report. The market value is now about $ 3.1
Million and is up about $200,000 from the March 31,
2020 market value. No additional funds have been
added to the portfolio during this period.
Based on our long-term capital, the Foundation will
disburse $ 103,000 this year to charities compared to
a total of $94,700 in 2019. So far, we have disbursed
$79,000 in response to requests.
Once the lockdown due to the Covid-19 pandemic
ends, we will resume visits by the Foundation Directors to Councils to ensure all Knights are aware of the
Foundation and its work on their behalf.
The Covid-19 pandemic has brought a great many
changes in our personal lives and in the economy. All
of us have encountered changes that are unprecedented. Churches have been closed. Community recreation facilities, social groups, summer camps, and non
-profit organizations of all stripes have been forced to
close. Social distancing is keeping volunteers at
home. Fund raising events to support charitable
works have been cancelled.
There is a huge need for assistance in our communities.
The ongoing Covid-19 pandemic has intensified the
need to provide support for worthy charities everywhere. In this regard, I am pleased to announce that
the Foundation has developed a new partnered giving
program to assist and support Councils in their mission of charity within their local community. The
ACF will match at 50% to a maximum of $500 a donation by a Council or individual that is designated
for a charity. The total funds available under this pro(Continued on page 10)

(Continued on page 10)
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In Picture: Gaston Launière, State Secretary
Scholarship winner Sophie Chassé and Ross Szentmiklossy, GK 12446

The delegates to the 138th Virtual Supreme Convention
held on August 4 & 5, 2020 at the Double Tree by Hilton.
From left to right: PGK Claudio & Leoni De Joya, DD
Roone & Barb Learmont, PGK Dave & Alida Allen,
Jean DeHaan, Ruby & SD Vince Reyes, Julie & GK
Patrick Brown Harrison.
Standing: SW Rufus Awharitoma, Ervin Guze, IPSD
Ron Schuster, SC Fr. Jim Corrigan, RGD Ryan DeHaan
and Lia DeHaan. Not in Picture: Chris Rehman.
Photo Credit: Lito Soco.

(Continued from page 1 State Chaplain Father Jim Corrigan)

Shown in the picture from left to right are: District
Deputy (26) Sal Ficaccio, State Secretary Gaston
Launière, Grand Knight Joe Melon, Scholarship
Winner Jason Mantri, Chaplain Father Shibu
Kallarakkal.

When the boat of life seems to be getting rocked
from all sides and some days, we feel that is what is
happening, the Lord is the one constant. Our Lord
continues to walk with us, whether it is covid time or
not. We need to trust in Him as the one constant, the
one anchor in our daily lives, the one thing that will
not change. Brothers, attend Mass in person or virtually, but above all continue with your daily prayers in
whatever form they take. The essence of our relationship with the Lord is based in large part on how
much effort we are willing to put into it. The same
may be said of your spousal and other family relationships. The more we work at them the more fruitful the results.
Brothers as we begin our fall season with our Brother
Knights in whatever way each Council deems it appropriate, trust that the Lord is walking right beside
you on this journey. No matter what else changes,
His love and care for you and yours will not change.
Trust in the Lord and no matter what else changes,
you will do great things, anchored in the Lord.

Presentation made to Pregnancy Care
Centre See write-up
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God’s blessings my Brothers,
Fr Jim Corrigan
State Chaplain
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From the State Life Director
By Gregory Amerongen

A Higher Purpose
Brother Knights! The world scenario is different
due to Covid-19, but the C H A R I T Y – IT’S
THE SAME! So, after donning your masks, it’s
time to proceed with our programs! Undoubtedly,
Supreme and State will have guidelines for all programs. Be sure to comply with that as well as the
provincial and local parish requirements and then
let the Charity continue in our Life Programs!

Novena For Life
Lead your community in the spiritual fight to establish a culture of life. Knights and their families will
come together in both public and private acts of
prayer to promote the protection of life.
Obtain the details from the Supreme website and
basically organise your District, Councils and
Council members to start praying – lots! … for the
unborn! Be innovative and plan to r un this as
an online program, if you don’t do it in person.
Work around the present obstacles and let’s get it
done like Knights have always done! Consider using Zoom - https://zoom.us/ - to run this program
through the internet.

affiliates to determine how best to fund, sponsor or
volunteer for events in the local community.
Be sure to contact our State Special Olympics
Chairman (north or south) and ask him how your
Council can participate in this worthy activity.

Christian Refugee Relief
Help persecuted and at-risk Christians facing
genocide all over the world, particularly in the
Middle East. The Knights of Columbus strives to
bring awareness and support to those who have
suffered for their faith through various parishbased programs and fundraisers.
Brothers, have your Councils raise funds for persecuted Catholics around the world!

Mass for People with Special Needs
Welcome individuals and families who might
not feel comfortable participating in a regularly
scheduled Mass. Councils will sponsor a distinct
Mass, conducted annually, for people with special
needs.
Brothers, please grant your Council members to
encourage participation of any disabled Catholics,
especially any who normally have difficulty attending mass.

March for Life (Featured)

Pregnancy Center Support (Featured)

Show public support for the right to life. Knights of
Columbus Councils are encouraged to participate in
or sponsor local, State/Province, regional or national Marches for Life. Councils that coordinate at
least 25 participants or who organize a local March
for Life will receive credit for this program.

Change hearts and minds about abortion by showing that the Knights of Columbus loves both mother and child before and after birth. Councils can
provide material, financial, labor and other support
to pro-life pregnancy centers that help women during pregnancy and following the birth of their newborn children.

Brothers, the Alberta March for Life plans to hold
its first board meeting this year to examine how
best to run the Alberta March for Life in 2021 and
more details would be presented in the coming
weeks. As always, Councils should donate funds to
support this state-wide event for the unborn that our
Bishops support in all ways. Knights need to join
them in person at the march. So, plan to support us
with prayer, financial donations, and your presence.

Special Olympics (Featured)
Celebrate the worth and dignity of every human
being through the Special Olympics. Knights of Columbus Councils can work with Special Olympics
Page 8

Brothers, please support your local pregnancy center such as the Back Porch and Catholic Social Services’ Gianna Center in Edmonton. I would appreciate if any Knights could advise me of the pro-life
centers in Fort McMurray, Red Deer, Calgary, in
Lethbridge, etc.

Silver Rose Alberta: February 29 March 28, 2021
The Silver Rose program is now continuing as
scheduled. Live-streamed prayer services remain
(Continued on page 11)
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From the Online Membership Director
By Jesubala Gnanamuthu

D

ear Brother Knights,

Greetings!
First of all, I would like to express my sincere
thanks to Worthy State Deputy and State Council
members for allowing me to serve as an Online
Membership Director along with Brothers Leo and
Roone and State Membership team members.
As you know, in compliance with restrictions imposed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we don’t
see each other face to face frequently as we did
before but we must appreciate the technology
which is connecting us to experience the virtual
life. On the same note, we appreciate our Councils
for their dedication to looking out for each other
especially those who are in need. I know we are in
a different world which is changing rapidly but we
are the same brothers who live based on our core
principles and we always emphasis on charity
(Love) with one another. I would like to reiterate
what our leaders are instructing us to follow the
safety protocols and stay strong as we will get
through this together.
Despite this uncertain time, we need to continue
our focus on membership growth. It is not about
the numbers but there are more candidates – qualified catholic men looking for opportunities to help
Church, community and their families. Moreover,
we need to help them to get into our order and enjoy the rich experience from Knights of Columbus
through many varied Faith in Action programs so
that they could be stronger in Catholic Faith and
transform them into better Catholics, better Husbands, and better Fathers to lead the family.
Recently, there are more and more brothers who
are joining as an online member. By this time, you
all know better how the Online Membership works
and how to transfer them into Council to get the
credit. In a nutshell, Online Membership is a new
way to join the Knights of Columbus and enjoy the
predominately digital membership experience. For
better clarity, it is not intended to increase the State
Council quota rather State Membership Team help

to transfer the online e-member to appropriate
Councils using either Live or Online on Ondemand exemplifications. The State Council target
is to make every Council meet their membership
quota and get the Star Council award eventually.
On the other hand, Online Membership is not just
for young catholic men but rather it allows us
to reach across generations, interests and availability. Remember that it does not change the requirements for membership and does not eliminate
degrees/councils/dues. Feel free to reach out to me
if you have any questions and/or confusion around
Online vs Council memberships. I am here to help
and answer your questions to support online membership and transfer the e-member to the local
Councils.
As you know that the State Council have announced a new initiative called "Prospect Name
Drive" to r eplace the member ship Chur ch dr ive
temporarily. We need your help to identify the potential candidates who are practical Catholics and
18+ years old. Please send the name of prospects
along with email and phone numbers to your
Grand Knight to submit the State Council.
As per the notification received from Supreme, we
are replacing the use of a Council based prospect
landing page with new generic Knights of Columbus Canada Online Prospect Landing Page. We
have improved the Online Prospect Landing page
for 2020. This new form has been designed to help
streamline how your Council gathers prospect information at events and church drives.
Canada Online Prospect Landing Page: https://
info.kofc.org/can.html
The email address entered
in this field will receive a
notification that the prospect filled out the form.
This can be an mail address of the Council Membership Director or Grand
Knight. We recommend
discussing this with your
Council to determine best
practices.

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 3 State Warden, Rufus Awharitoma)

You can find articles originally printed in Knightline’s Social Media 101 Column, designed to help
bolster your Council’s social media presence,
whether you’re just starting out on Facebook or have
an audience of thousands!
For additional resources and guidance, feel free to
contact the Supreme Council Social Media Team.
You can send inquires to socialmedia@kofc.org.

(Continued from page 6 State Membership Director North)

Any info about the prospect is obtained.



State Membership recruiter then makes contact
with the prospects. He will conduct an interview
(explain about the order, benefits, expectations,
how the prospect becomes a member), and then
determine if the prospect is prepared to become a
member.



Assuming the prospect is on board, and then a
form 100 is fully completed.
The State Membership recruiter will determine if
the prospect wishes to become a member via a
live exemplification, an On Line Exemplification
or in some cases, an e-member. In the latter case
the name could be referred to the State Online
Director (SOD) to quickly complete the registration.



Once it is determined that the prospect will attend
an Exemplification -- then contact is again made
with the Council to ensure the name is approved
and the question of the method of the payment of
the dues is resolved.



Then the State Membership Recruiter ensures the
link to register is forwarded to the prospect and
follows up to make sure the candidate registers
and makes a reminder call prior to the scheduled
exemplification.

Vivat Jesus!
Rufus Awharitoma
State Warden,
Knight of Columbus Alberta and NWT.
(Continued from page 9 State Online Membership Director)

I will give more guidelines on how to use the
above landing page and track the prospects in my
next email.
Please reach me at (587) 372-7070 and leave a
message if it goes to voicemail. I will return your
call as early as possible or before the end of the
day.
Also,
you
could
reach
me
at jesukofc@gmail.com.
Jesus Never Fails! Vivat Jesus!

Step 3

Jesubala Gnanamuthu
Online Membership Director



The Council FS is advised by Supreme Membership Growth that the candidate has taken the exemplification.



The State Membership recruiter then submits the
completed form 100 to Supreme Membership
Growth or the Council FS records the new member via Officers On Line.



The Council is then encouraged to welcome the
new member and where possible have the new
member complete a Council Activity sheet, to
ensure the Council gets the new member involved
in the Council.

(Continued from page 6 ACF President, Willis Winter)

for a charity. The total funds available under this program are $20,000 for 2020.
You can find an information sheet and application
form for the program on the State website at
https://kofc.ab.ca/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdfmanager/2020/06/FundraisingSheetRequest.pdf
I trust that you will partner with the Alberta Charitable
Foundation in extending works of charity throughout
our jurisdiction.
Stay well.

Vivat Jesus!

Vivat Jesus!
Willis Winter,
President, Alberta Charitable Foundation

Leo Sosa, State Membership Director
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(Continued from page 8 State Life Director )

the recommended option for the program. Councils should continue to abide by any local civil or
diocesan guidelines currently in place. Participating
Councils should contact appropriate district or state
leadership, such as the state silver rose chairman, for
their jurisdiction’s route details and guidelines.
Brothers, last year the participation was somewhat
modest, but we can do better this year! Plan to become involved and extend the enthusiasm for this
excellent program among your Council members
and fellow parishioners.
May God bless you all with the intercession of Venerable Michael McGivney – Vivat Jesus!
Gregory Amerongen
State Life Director

From the State
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Brian Strawford

Worthy Brother Knights,
As the new Columbian year is underway, please ensure your Council has appointed a Chairman for
your Pennies for Heaven Program.
With the health issues in our country and the world,
our State Convention was canceled this year, and
Councils are not meeting as regularly. Donations for
this year are very slow coming in. Worthy Grand
Knights please check that your Council’s donation
are sent in. Your donations are needed for this most
worthy program.
Please make your cheques payable to Alberta K of
C and mail to:

From the Community Director
By Ross Szentmiklossy

B rother Knights, with Covid-19 still lingering in the
dark waiting for the opportunity to infect those who
gather in groups, we need to keep our distance and be
cautious until time permits us to gather in groups. In
the meantime as Knights we can still be active.

K of C State Council Office
#4, 5579 47 Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Please call me if you have any questions or inquiries
about the Pennies for Heaven Program.
Take care of yourself and your families.

“Leave no Neighbor Behind” program is a very effective way of contributing to the community. Have a few
members call your council members and ask them how
they and their families are keeping. They may need
groceries, prescriptions picked up or maybe a grocery
gift card will lift their spirits.

Fraternally Yours
Brian Strawford
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

Your church building in the community is a pillar to
people. The parish depends on donations to keep viable. Most parishes have cut back on staff and maintenance. Make sure the property is maintained and looking pristine.
Monitor your Council funds as the fund raising for
your Council is low or if none existing. If you can support “Coats for Kids” and the “Wheelchair Foundation”. The information is on the Knights of Columbus
website.
Above all be safe, remember social distancing and
wear your masks when required.
Vivat Jesus!
Ross Szentmiklossy,
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GK #10065 Phil Fitzgerald proudly accepts the State
“Fraternal Council of the Year” from Rev. Jerald
D’Souza n the presence of SD Vince Reyes,
SS Gaston Launiere and DD 27 Roone Learmont.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NOTHING AT THIS TIME
(When applying for Athle c events, please use the
speciﬁc form. Forms can be found in the GK Manual
in Sec on F-1, pages 2-3.)
(Continued from page 3 State Deputy Vince Reyes)

day, after the speech of the Supreme Knight, the
delegates enjoyed the group dinner at the hotel. Coincidentally, it was my beloved wife’s birthday!
Our daughter surprised us when she brought a birthday cake! The following morning, before the start
of the business session, our Worthy State Chaplain
Fr. Jim Corrigan, celebrated a Mass at the hotel.
Please see the picture of the delegates, elsewhere in
this issue.
When I was in Calgary, a couple of weeks ago, I
met with Ms. Judy Look, President of the CWL Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council. The conversation revolves around the possible collaboration of
the CWL and K of C on areas of mutual interest on
our core values for the purpose of having one Catholic Voice in the province of Alberta. Stay tuned!
A few things are starting to open up! In Edmonton,
the in-person exemplification every second Saturday of the month and the Chapter meeting every
first Wednesday are back! Several Councils are
conducting their meetings in the Church, of course
with the permission of the Pastor and by practicing
safety measures as promulgated by our health and
church authorities.
In closing, let us heed the advice of St. Therese of
Lisieux: “Use the gifts you have received, and pass
on the love that has been given to you.”
May God bless and keep us and our families always!
Happy Thanksgiving!
Vivat Jesus!

tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of
the Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council unless a self-addressed, stamped
envelope is provided. Deadline for
submissions is the 15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Subasic
4 Chapala Heath SE, Calgary AB
T2X 3P8
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 689-4305

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
prayers:
Please keep in your prayers the family of Brother
and Financial Secretary Kevin McCormack who
passed away August 8, 2020 in Clandonald

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Fraternally,
Vince R. Reyes
State Deputy
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December 2020

Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain
“My dear Brothers in the Lord, may
your Advent be holy, your Christmas
be happy, and your families be
healthy.”

“A Time to Reflect”

Vince R. Reyes

W

orthy Brothers, it is crunch time! We need your
immediate help! This is with regards to the special promotion called MCGIVNEY2020 – which means “Free
Online Membership for One Year.” It ends on December 31. Please kindly provide prospect names with
phone numbers, either current or from an old list of
church drives or landing page, to our State Membership
Teams, for them to engage these prospects to either join
the MCGIVNEY2020 or become a council member
through the online exemplifications. We also would like
to encourage our council officers or fraternal leaders to
recruit at least one new member before Christmas or
before the end of December – to avail of the
MCGIVNEY2020 program.
Just like last year, the District Deputies have a Supreme
incentive entitled “12 Knights before Christmas.” As
you are aware, due to the ongoing and worsening
COVID-19 pandemic, we do not have the ability to conduct church drives anywhere, anymore! In order for us
to sustain the viability and to sustain the council’s
growth, we have to be creative and proactive. The incentive for the Second Quarter is the same as the First
Quarter. There will be two separate raffles for council’s
submitting 5 prospect names and councils who have recruited 3 new members. At the Supreme level, the Top
Jurisdiction Online Member Recruiter, for the months of
November and December, in a Division will get a 10%
reduction on its quota. We are in good position right
now but then again, everything might change in a hurry
depending upon the performance of other jurisdictions.
Alberta belongs to Division 2. For the period of November 1 to December 3, Alberta is Ranked No. 1 with 133
new members. The No. 2 spot is Kansas with 81 new
(Continued on page 7)
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Fr. Jim Corrigan

M

y dear Brothers, in the past month or so, have
you found yourself halfway into the grocery store,
or the bank, or the Church and then turned around
and walked back to your vehicle? I have. Simply, it
dawned on me, that I need to be wearing a mask
when entering a public indoor space, and I had forgotten my mask in my truck. This is the way it is,
and will be for the foreseeable future. Some of us
are breathing a sigh of relief and some of us are not
very happy about it. Regardless, this is the way
things will be for the foreseeable future. It is what it
is and the question for you and I is; what will we do
with this?
If you are in the breathing a sigh of relief, it is
straightforward. Go about your business, knowing
that with a mask on, you are watching out for the
welfare of others, and that they in turn, are watching
out for you. If you are not enjoying the way the
mask feels, if you find it an inconvenience, if you
feel it is unnecessary, I propose that you view the
mask as little bit of penance. No, not for your own
shortcomings, (although that is perfectly fine as
well) but because of the love you have for your family and friends. “Lord I offer this sacrifice for the
well-being of my family, for the souls of my dearly
departed loved ones, for those who have no one to
pray for them.” At times, we find ourselves doing
what we do not wish to do, something that perhaps
we do not like or agree with. By offering the action,
with sincerity, as a prayer or a sacrifice, for the
(Continued on page 10)
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From the IPSD
By Ron Schuster

MERRY CHRISTMAS BROTHER KNIGHTS
AND FAMILIES

T
he above connotation on my title means more to our
Knights Family and their families this year. It has been a
year like no other for many of us with struggles that are
at times, unmanageable.
Having said that, we have overcome many obstacles because of our STRONG family ties with our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Our STRONG faith as given us the
hope that this will soon end.
I am as well aware of the effect this epidemic has had on
a lot of Brother Knights and their family members. In
some cases, some have gone to their eternal rest to be
with our Lord. My heart goes out to all those who have
gone through this hardship. We have lost a number of
great Brother Knights this year.
Christmas is a time to celebrate in more ways that not.
Of Course it is the time to reflect on the Birth of our
Savior, the one who died for our sins and the one we rely
on daily for his guidance. I know I certainly do.
During this year our Councils have not had many meetings and in some case no meetings. This does not mean
that we don’t care, because we do. Things have been
tough, we all know that but we do care for each other
and I am asking that you PLEASE reach out to the members of your Council’s and let them know that you are
always thinking of them and their families. It is called
FATERNALISM. It is how we RESPECT each other,
by not using words that may hurt someone, in how we
project the correct verbiage and recollecting the respect
deserved to each and everyone. Just as our Lord taught
us. .

From the State Secretary
By Gaston Launière

“A heart that loves is always young.” Greek
Proverb.

T
he first half of the Columbian Year has nearly
ended and we have so much to be thankful for.
Let us resolve to continue meeting our respective
goals for the greater good of our Order.
But FIRSTLY, form 185 (Report of Council Officers) needed to be submitted to the State Office and
Supreme Office by July 1st of any year. This 202021 Columbian year, and as of November 2020,
93% of active Councils have submitted this form.
Congrats! Still 7% pending.
SECONDLY, form 365 (Service Program Personnel Report) needed to be submitted before August
1st of any year as well. This form, once submitted,
will help the State and the Supreme Offices to
reach members in charge of the different programs / activities. This time, only 38% of active
Councils have filled up their duties.
LASTLY, Supreme needs to have your form 1295
(Semi annual Audit Report) as we have to establish our non-profitable / charitable status towards
IRS. This form MUST be in by Aug 15 & Feb 15
of any year. As it stands right now, 51% are delinquent.
Each Regional Director (5 of us) of this jurisdiction has a template of delinquent Councils and will
be able to contact you and help you to fill out
those forms (mentioned above) and send them out.

I leave you with this as it is my last message for each
and everyone as it is my last 6 months on the State
Board. THANK-YOU for giving me the privilege to be
of service to you! It was truly an honor and a blessing.
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND ALL THE VERY
BEST FOR 2021.
GOD BLESS YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
RON SCHUSTER
IPSD

May this Christmas be a time of hope and happiness for you and your families and may Our Lady
of Guadalupe and the Blessed Father Michael J.
McGivney watch over you and guide you in the
New Year.
(Continued on page 4)
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From the State Treasurer

From the State Warden

By John Onyskiw

I

t is the time of the year again that we prepare ourselves for the celebration of the birth of Christ. We
know that the campaign to ‘Keep Christ in Christmas’ is about more than ensuring that religious symbols and greetings are reflected in our society, as
meaningful as these expressions are. Rather, keeping Christ in Christmas begins in our hearts, and extends to those around us, especially in our homes
and Parishes. This may be slightly challenging this
year with the Pandemic. So, with the Advent season
upon us, let us ‘Keep Christ in Christmas’ but let us
celebrate the season within our family in a safe and
responsible manner.
We are now in the process of preparing our next
year’s budget as well as getting all our financial
documents ready for our external State Board audit.
This is also to remind Councils to have them ready
as we approached the end of this Calendar Year.
Councils, you should also start getting your financial affairs in order for your mid-year audit that
must be submitted by February 15, 2020. Other reports that would normally be due but are cancelled
for this year due to the pandemic (Soccer Challenge
Participation Report 4567 and the Free Throw
Championship Participation Report FT-1). However, the Individual Fraternal Activity Report 1728A is
due in January 2020 and the Council Annual Fraternal Activity Report 1728 is due by January 31,
2020.
Brothers while it is important to conduct monthly
meetings, it is imperative they be hosted in a safe
and responsible manner with the preferred method
being virtual (i.e.; Zoom or Google Hangouts) meetings. If you choose to host in-person meetings
please observe the gathering guidelines outlined by
our Chief Medical Officer for distancing, wearing
masks, sanitizing, and allowable numbers present.
We do not want to lose any members due to this
pandemic.
On behalf of my wife, Judee and family, I wish everyone a Blessed and Safe Christmas and New Year.
Vivat Jesus!
John W. Onyskiw
State Treasurer
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By Rufus Awharitoma

W

orthy Brother Knights, warmest fraternal
greetings to you and your families. I pray this message finds you all in good health as we journey
through this difficult time in our human experience.
Brothers, while we observe social distancing and
physical isolation, let us promote spiritual solidarity
within our Councils, Parishes and Communities by
leaving no neighbor behind.
Worthy Grand Knights, our Jurisdiction has always
maintained steady and continuous progress in reporting our programs and council activities on time,
all because of your leadership and commitment at
the Council level. I want to use this opportunity to
say a big thank you, and to encourage you to complete the following forms, 185, 365, 1295, and 1728
as some councils are yet to complete and submit
these forms. Brothers, lets use this season of Advent
to pray for God’s healing of the world from the
coronavirus, and the souls of all the faithful departed.
On behalf of me and my family, we are wishing you
and your families a wonderful Merry Christmas, and
prosperous New Year.
Vivat Jesus!
Rufus Awharitoma
State Warden, Knight of Columbus Alberta & NWT
From the State Advocate
By Andy Soshalski

D

ear Brothers,

This Christmas season may be the strangest in our
lifespan. We are restricted to do too many things; we are
not even allowed to pay visits to our friends and celebrate Christmas with extended family. I am not sure
these draconian measures will really help fighting coronavirus, but we have to obey all these rules and regulations. So what we as Knights of Columbus can do to
make the Christmas season brighter for Brother Knights
and our neighbours? We can still call needy Brothers
over the phone, and if they need help, we can bring
some groceries, or other essentials and leave them on
the door step. We can still donate money to some im(Continued on page 11)
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From the Agency
By Marc Bouchard General Agent

B LESSED FOUNDER: FATHER MICHAEL
J. McGIVNEY
“We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable
servant, Fr. Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will.” How many
tens of millions, hundreds of millions of times has
our loving God heard this sentence from the prayer
for Fr. McGivney’s canonization? Asking only to
fulfill God’s holy will; requested humbly. No
doubt, you, like I, have been saying this prayer of
supplication for years. Now those prayers have
been answered as our Venerable Founder becomes
our Blessed Founder. The journey began December 18, 1997 when the Cause for Sainthood was
opened in Hartford, Connecticut by Archbishop
Daniel Cronin. Nearly five years later the official
document, the Positio, outlining the case for Fr.
McGivney’s cause was sent to Rome. On March
15, 2008 Fr. McGivney was declared “Venerable”
indicating he lived a life of heroic virtue. This year
on May 27, nearly twenty-three years after his
cause was opened, Pope Francis authorized a decree that a miracle attributed to Fr. McGivney’s
intercession has been approved.
October 2020 will long be remembered as the
month Fr. McGivney’s beatification mass was celebrated at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford.
This was a great time of joy and happiness for all
members of the Knights of Columbus.
Spotlighting our founder and his reasons for founding the Order; i.e., to strengthen men in their faith
and to provide for the financial needs of families
overwhelmed by illness or death of the breadwinner, this spotlight will draw more Catholic men to
join with us. Our Order is an immense force for
good in this world with the billions of dollars donated to worthy causes over the past decade,
strengthening our fraternal bonds with acts of charity. The Knights of Columbus helps us husbands
and fathers not only fortify our faith, but also provides an opportunity for us to protect our families.
Is it significant that the approved miracle involved
the son of one of our general agents from our insurance program? I like to think so. When Patrick
McGivney died unexpectedly, young Michael had
to leave the seminary to help provide for his
family. He and his family struggled through
Page 4

(Continued From General Agent, Marc Bouchard)

the loss of his father and then as the curate at St.
Mary’s he saw parishioners facing similar situations.
He saw a need and he took action. He organized; he
led, he inspired. He was concerned with both the spiritual and the temporal well-being of those around
him.
Speaking of being a man of action, now is the time
for you to take action: You will soon receive, if you
have not yet already received it, the 2020 Fraternal
Survey. It may be filled out in paper for m or
online. Whether on paper or online, please take a
minute to complete it. It will be prefilled with much
of your information to make it a snap to complete. It
will provide information that will help our agents
serve you better. There is a very informative insert
included in the survey packet. Please take a minute to
review that, too.
Our Fraternal Benefit Advisors consider it a worthy
calling to carry on the work of our Blessed Founder.
Please call your agent if you have any questions or
concerns.
Thanks to you for all the good works you carry out in
the name of the Order. Your acts of charity are even
more critical considering this current pandemic. Stay
Safe.
Vivat Jesus!
Marc Bouchard, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent, AB/NWT
(Continued from page 2 State Secretary, Gaston Launière)

May every mark of affection and every gesture of
friendship that you give to one another be a sign
of God's peace for you.
On behalf of my wife Danielle, my 3 children and
my 5 grandchildren, I would like to extend a very
Merry and Blessed Christmas to you and your
families. Also, may your Council continue to
grow in the New Year.
Vivat Jesus!
Gaston Launière
State Secretary / Secrétaire d’État
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From the Program Director

From the Charitable Foundation

By Sal Ficaccio

By Willis Winter, President

W

orthy Brothers, rejoice on the fabulous occasion of
the Beatification of our founder Father Michael Joseph
McGivney on October 31, 2020 from Hartford, CT. For
all those Brother Knights that missed the mass, it is still
available from our Supreme website. It is an emotional
experience to witness this mass.
Worthy Brothers, we have reached the half way mark of
our Columbian Year and many programs are required to
be put into place to achieve the Star Council Award.
Several of our programs have been faced with obstacles
that they were not able to be put into work. I would like
to list a few programs that have minimal exposure to
social distancing. Remember that these programs keep
our members active and together:
FAITH
RSVP
Into the Breach
Spiritual Reflection
Icon Program
Rosary
Sacramental Gifts

COMMUNITY
Coats for Kids
Leave No Neighbor Behind

FAMILY
Food for Families
Family of the Month/Year
Family Fully Alive
Family Prayer Night
Keep Christ in Christmas

LIFE
Silver Rose
Novena for Life

Worthy Brothers, I would strongly encourage all Councils to participate in the program "Leave No Neighbor
Behind". This pr ogr am is most successful by calling
our Brother Knights and hearing a live voice. E-mails
are great but not always read.
We need to be strong spiritually, physically and mentally. Together we can accomplish many things always
with the help of our Lord.
Please keep in your prayers our State Faith Director,
Gary Sherman, may his soul rest in peace.
On behalf of myself, my wife Betty and my family, we
wish you and your loved ones a Blessed Christmas and
Peaceful, Healthy New Year.
Vivat Jesus!

M

erry Christmas to my Brother
Knights and their families. I trust that
your families are well as you face the
challenges of this ongoing pandemic.
We hope to resume visits by the Foundation Directors to Councils in 2021. We want to ensure all
Knights are aware of the Foundation and its work
on your behalf.
Our investment portfolio performance has been
quite satisfactory despite the volatility in the Canadian and US markets. The market value is now
about $ 3.17 million and is up about $ 70,000 from
the September 30, 2020 market value. No additional funds have been added to the portfolio during
this period.
This last summer, your Foundation implemented a
partnered giving program to assist and support
Councils in the mission of charity within their local
community. The ACF would match 50% a donation by a council or individual to a charity. We allocated $20,000 in funds to this program. I am
pleased to report that all the funds have been assigned; this program was very successful. Thank
you for your support.
Your Foundation will have disbursed $103,000 by
year end to charities compared to a total of $94,700
in 2019.
The Covid-19 pandemic continues to challenge us
and our economy. Large and small businesses continue to be affected. Churches, community facilities, social groups, summer camps, and non-profit
organizations of all stripes are greatly affected by it.
Social distancing is the new normal.
There is a huge ongoing need for assistance in our
communities. The ACF intends to continue the
Partners in Charity program in 2021 to assist councils and individuals in supporting their communities.

Sal Ficaccio
(Continued on page 10)
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From the Membership Director N

From the State Life Director

By Leo Sosa

By Gregory Amerongen

ne Prospect Name at a Time: Membership
Ripple Effect Program

Due to the global pandemic, the State Membership recruitment process, “PROSPECT NAME DRIVE”, is
still the focus in this 2nd quarter to recruit Council members. Each Council will provide the “PROSPECT
NAME LIST” with names and contact information at
least equivalent to the number of quotas in membership
for the Fraternal Year. Once the State Membership
Team receives the list, the Membership Team member
contacts the prospects. He will conduct an interview
(explain about the order, benefits, expectations, how the
prospect becomes a member), and then determine if the
prospect is prepared to become a member. This membership recruitment process relies more on the State
Membership Team to do the recruitment efforts to assist
each of the Councils and Districts to attain their quota
for Fraternal Year 2020-2021 and eventually the Star
Council Award.
This State membership recruitment process is in line
with the Supreme Council mandates to recruit new
members to ensure the continued growth and well-being
of our councils, districts and jurisdiction. For the 20202021 fraternal year, our quota as a jurisdiction is 753
new members.
In conjunctions with the mentioned “PROSPECT
NAME DRIVE” that we launched at the beginning of
this Fraternal Year; we would like to present the “ONE
PROSPECT AT A TIME: MEMBERSHIP RIPPLE
EFFECT PROGRAM”. This process starts with the
officers of the councils. This is where the ripple begins,
at each individual officer of the council. Once ripples
become BIGGER and BIGGER, the Councils, Districts,
Jurisdiction and the Order will reach each goal at the
end of the Fraternal Year 2020-2021, not only the attainment of membership quota, but most especially
spreading the basic principles of our Order (Charity,
Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism) and evangelizing our
Christian values within the KofC members in our parishes and communities.
The “ONE PROSPECT AT A TIME: MEMBERSHIP RIPPLE EFFECT PROGRAM” will be run
until the end of the Fraternal Year, but mostly monitored at the end of the 2nd quarter (October-December
2020) for the prospects to avail of the free eMembership promotion of the Supreme Council as part
(Continued on page 10)
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ear Brother Knights, we continue to face the
Corona virus and its effects. It is a time in which we
are being tested in many ways as well as our family
members. This is also a period that some Brother
Knights find themselves alone due to various circumstances, whatever they may be. This is truly a
test for us to extend our charity to Brothers in all
ways; but it is not a time for us to retreat from helping the less fortunate. As you recall from your first
degree, we are to pray the rosary as often as possible. If there was ever a time for prayers, this is one
of those times. Then there are still other options
within the area of Life Programs.

Novena for Life and other prayers
Consider praying for the unborn, your council, and
family members. Start a new prayer group online by
using Zoom - https://zoom.us/ - to run this program
through the internet.

March for Life (Featured)
Brothers, the Alberta March for Life continues to
plan to hold a march for life next May, but how it
will happen is still unfolding.

Special Olympics (Featured)
Celebrate the worth and dignity of every human being through the Special Olympics. Knights of Columbus councils can work with Special Olympics
affiliates to determine how best to fund, sponsor or
volunteer for events in the local community.
Be sure to contact our State Special Olympics Chairman (north or south) and ask him how your council
can participate in this worthy activity.

Christian Refugee Relief
Help persecuted and at-risk Christians facing genocide all over the world, particularly in the Middle
East. The Knights of Columbus strives to bring
awareness and support to those who have suffered
for their faith through various parish-based programs
and fundraisers.
Brothers, have your councils raise funds for
persecuted Catholics around the world!
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 1 State Deputy, Vince Reyes)

members. The No. 3 spot belongs to Louisiana with 76
new members. Worthy Brothers, let us focus on what
we can do and not on what we cannot do. With everybody pulling in the same direction to achieve our goal,
we are confident we will succeed. Without a doubt, a
10% reduction on a quota of 753 would be 75.3 members. That would be a tremendous reduction, moving us
closer to attaining the Circle of Honor again, this time
for 2020-2021. By working together, as a unified team,
we can even move mountains. To accomplish this, we
must believe in whatever we are doing. On top of this,
“If the mountain will not come to Muhammed, then
Muhammed must go to the mountain.”
Scholarship winners
Front Row Ethan Subasic son of Council 7432 member
Michael Subasic, District Deputy, District 32 at St Bonaventure Parish and his wife Tammy Lee. (Ethan is on the
left, Blue Jacket and light blue mask)
Back Row Patrick Wasch son of Council 7432 member
John Wasch and his wife Mary-Kate. Patric is on the right
in the photos, grey shirt and dark blue mask)

By all accounts, the Mid-Year Virtual District Deputies
meeting, held on December 5, was a huge success! We
were fortunate to have as a Supreme Guest, Mark
McMullen, Senior Vice-President of Membership
Growth and Marketing. There were 54 attendees, consisting of 26 District Deputies, State Board, State Program Team, State Membership Teams North/South,
Agency, ACF, Ceremonial and Supreme. We appeal to
each one of you who attended to bring back to their
councils the best practices they acquired at the meeting.
Since mid-March of this year, due to the unexpected
COVID-19 pandemic, the world was turned upside
down – which resulted in our daily lives and times being dramatically changed. The forthcoming Christmas
season will be particularly hard and painful for all of us
because of the public restrictions being imposed on us.
How do you react and cope to this new phenomenon?
A few suggestions would be to find happiness in your
daily routine, simplify your life, think about the wellbeing of others, slow down, and take time to reflect.
In conclusion, there is light at the end of the tunnel.
Always have hope to uplift your spirits. Keep the faith
alive. Recognize and appreciate that there is joy in everyday occurrences. And, show peace towards yourself
and others!

In the middle, is the recipient of the award: Cool
Kornak (with Cheque on Display). To his Left is
his immediate members of his family: Patrick Kornak (Father), Lysamma Kornak (Mother) and Luke
Kornak (Brother). To His Right: KofC Officers:
Andrew Egbase (Grand Knight), Renwick D’Souza
(Deputy Grand Knight) and Kevin Dick (District
Deputy #34).
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On behalf of my family, children Stephanie and Richard, my beloved and soul-mate wife Ruby, I wish you
all a very Blessed and Merry Christmas and a Healthy,
Prosperous New Year!
Vivat Jesus!
Fraternally,
Vince R. Reyes
State Deputy
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(Continued from page 6 State Life Director, Gregory Amerongen)

Mass for People with Special Needs
Welcome individuals and families who might not feel
comfortable participating in a regularly scheduled
mass. Councils will sponsor a distinct mass; conducted annually, for people with special needs.
Brothers, please grant your council members to encourage participation of any disabled Catholics, especially any who normally have difficulty attending
mass.

Pregnancy Center Support (Featured)
Change hearts and minds about abortion by showing
that the Knights of Columbus loves both mother and
child before and after birth. Councils can provide material, financial, labor and other support to pro-life
pregnancy centers that help women during pregnancy
and following the birth of their newborn children.
Brothers, please support your local pregnancy center
such as the Back Porch and Catholic Social Services’
Gianna Center in Edmonton. I would appreciate if
any Knights could advise me of the pro-life centers in
Fort McMurray, Red Deer, Calgary, in Lethbridge,
etc.

Silver Rose Alberta: Feb 29 - Mar28, 2021
The Silver Rose program is now continuing as scheduled. Live-streamed prayer services remain the
recommended option for the program. Councils
should continue to abide by any local civil or diocesan
guidelines currently in place. Participating councils
should contact appropriate district or state leadership,
such as the state silver rose chairman, for their jurisdiction’s route details and guidelines.
Brothers, last year the participation was somewhat
modest, but we can do better this year! Plan to become involved and extend the enthusiasm for this excellent program among your council members and
fellow parishioners.
May God bless you all with the intercession of Venerable Michael McGivney – Vivat Jesus!
Gregory Amerongen
State Life Director

From the Blessed Fr. McGivney Guild
Chairman
By Jules Lacoursiere

W
hat pride and happiness we should all
experience with the recent Beatification of
our Founder, the Blessed Father Michael
McGivney. Let us share this by enrolling
ourselves, our families and our friends in
the Guild. By enrolling we can ask Blessed
McGivney to intercede in overcoming this
COVID-19 pandemic and helping us with
our needs, especially our health ones! At
present we have only 1566 Guild members
in AB NWT. During this time of Advent
and in preparation for Christmas let us
make a sincere effort to join the Guild.
Membership is free. You can join by completing the English-French form and mailing it to the address provided on the form or
simply completing the on line form by registering to: kofc.org. Wishing a wonderful
Advent-Christmas to all our Knights, families and friends!
Merry Christmas and a Blessed New
Year 2021!
On vous invite de se joindre a LES AMIS
DE BIENHEUREUX ABBE MICHAEL J.
MCGIVNEY. Vous n avez qu a remplir soit
forme anglais-francais et le mettre a la poste
et remis a notre Conseil Supreme ou en
ligne en remplissant la forme trouve
a kofc.org. Aidez nous a faire connaitre
notre Bienheureux Fondateur et beneficie de son immense intercession!! A vous
tous un Joyeux Noel et une Sainte, Heureuse Annee 2021!!
Vivat Jesus!
Jules Lacousiere, FSD
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From the Online Membership Director
By Jesubala Gnanamuthu

D

ear Brother Knights,

Greetings!
I am sure that you all are thrilled and enjoyed watching the historic event on Oct 31, 2020, where our beloved founder
Father Michael McGivney was officially declared as a Blessed Michael McGivney. Our faith is that he is up there with
God and intercedes for us perpetually. So let’s continue to offer our prayers and petitions towards Blessed Michael
McGivney especially to receive God’s healing touch to end this pandemic permanently. Blessed Michael McGivney
Pray for us!
Fast Facts: Online vs Council Membership

Online Membership (eMember)

Local Council Membership

It provides a digital membership experience, which
will help the eMember to grow as a Catholic man and
a Knight. He gets the same benefits as a regular
council member without attending meetings, or
being part of a Council. He then can become a regular local council member whenever he wants by attending exemplification ceremony (30 minutes) either
online or on-demand links. (It's a new way to join in
our online and pandemic culture)

This is the best way to experience the Knights of
Columbus. The added benefit is that the member can choose the projects to be involved with his
Church and within his own community along
with digital experience to be strong in the Catholic
Faith. He will receive regular updates from his local
council regarding news and events in his area and
be presented with frequent opportunities to work
alongside Brother Knights in local councils.

Despite this uncertain time, we need to continue our focus on membership growth. It is
not about the numbers but there are more potential candidates – qualified catholic men
looking for opportunities to help Church, Community and their Families. Moreover, we
need to help them to get into our order and give them the opportunity to enjoy the rich
experience from Knights of Columbus through many varied Faith in Action programs
so that they could be stronger in Catholic Faith and transform them into better Catholics, better Husbands, and better Fathers to lead the family.

Scan this barcode using any
smartphone camera to get
Join Us link & Promo Code

Where to Recruit? (FREE Online Membership until December 31, 2020 - A perfect
Christmas gift)

Church

Family

RCIA Sponsors
Ushers
Readers
Office Members / Maintenance Personnel
Teachers & Principals
Youth Minsters / Team

God Parents
Father-in-Law
Brother-in-Law / Son-in-Law
Uncles
Sons
Cousins

If you need help then you could collect the name and phone number of the prospects and let the State Membership Team know and we will connect with the prospects to complete the online enrollment process. Our
team members are happy to help.
For questions related to online membership, reach out to me at (587) 372-7070 and leave a message if it goes to
voicemail. I will return your call as early as possible or before the end of the day. Also, you could reach me
at jesukofc@gmail.com.
Wish you all Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2021. Jesus Never Fails! Vivat Jesus!
Jesubala Gnanamuthu
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(Continued from page 5 ACF President, Willis Winter)

You can find an information sheet and application
form for the program on the State website at
https://kofc.ab.ca/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdfmanager/2020/06/FundraisingSheetRequest.pdf
Together, we can help extend works of charity
throughout our jurisdiction.
Kathleen and I offer our best wishes for a Blessed
Christmas and good health and happiness in the
New Year.
Vivat Jesus!
Willis Winter,
President, Alberta Charitable Foundation

(Continued from page 1 State Chaplain, Fr. Jim Corrigan)

benefit of our loved ones, it gives value and meaning to an otherwise undesirable action. If that is not
enough for you, offer a decade of the rosary for your
family. Don’t worry, no one will be able to see your
lips moving, (tee hee). All this to say and without
wishing to sound like a cliché, we need to do what
we need to do, so let’s make lemonade out of lemons.
Finally, my dear Brothers, we have begun the season of Advent. The end of the Churches Liturgical
year has arrived, and we have begun anew, the cycle
of prayer that will continue until the Lord comes
again. Personally, I am very grateful for this time,
because it is familiar to me. There is much that has
been different and strange for all of us this past nine
months, so for me, familiar is good. Brothers, our
church is familiar, our worship is familiar and at
time when so much is different, I give thanks to God
for the consistency of our Catholic Church. The
storms of life and of pandemic will come and go,
but our Church remains that faithful rock that we,
our families, and our councils need to cling to at all
times. My dear Brothers in the Lord, may your Advent be holy, your Christmas be happy, and your
families be healthy.
God’s blessings, Fr Jim
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(Continued from page 6 State Membership Director North, Leo Sosa)

of the canonization of our founder, Father Michael J.
McGivney.
In order to assure the success of this program, we would
like to request each individual Council officers to provide just one (1) prospect name with contact information
(full name, phone number, e-mail address, home address including postal code, date of birth, confirm if
catholic) to the State Membership Team. The best approach to take to get just one (1) prospect name is to talk
initially to family members, extended family members
and friends. If there is no eligible prospect name in the
family circle, then you can go to the Parish members
and communities.
Worthy Council Officers, let’s start the ripples and
ignite this “ONE PROSPECT AT A TIME: MEMBERSHIP RIPPLE EFFECT PROGRAM” right now
by requesting your council officers to submit each officer just one (1) prospect name and make the ripples
BIGGER and BIGGER for the good of the Council, District, Jurisdiction and Order. Your officers can submit
their prospect name to sosaljr@gmail.com on or before
the end of December for free e-Membership promotion
and on the rest of the fraternal year 2020-2021.
Fraternal greetings to you from my family, have a
Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year!
Keep Christ in Christmas!
Vivat Jesus!

On Saturday, October 31 the Fr. Michael J.
McGivney Hall sacristy was opened by the Most
Reverend Bishop William T. McGrattan. Pictured
with Bishop McGrattan from the left are Daryl
MacDonald, Calgary Chapter President, Vince
Reyes, State Deputy, Gaston Launiere, State Secretary and Dr. Gerry Turcotte, President and Vicechancellor of St. Mary’s University

State Affairs, Volume 24, Number 2 December 2020

From the Community Director

From the State
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Ross Szentmiklossy

B rother Knights, the Knights still offer many opportunities to assist in your community. Leave no
Neighbor Behind, Canadian Wheelchair Foundation,
Coats for Kids, and your imagination, are ways that
the Knights can fulfill their good works.
“Leave No Neighbor Behind” can be achieved by
phoning members, making sure they are alright and
if they need any assistance. Form a committee in
your Council, offer to donate gift cards for food, deliver groceries etc. if required.
“Canadian Wheelchair Foundation” offers another
opportunity to serve your community. Wheelchairs
can be purchased for roughly $225.00. Council 7070
in Edmonton has raised funds by collecting scrap
metal, tops off of aluminum cans, advertising in the
parish bulletin. The council sent the CWF $625.00.
Richard Rajotte is the contact for State CWF and he
would love to share his experiences and ways to fund
raise with you. His information is in the K of C Roster.
“Coats for Kids” for roughly $325.00 your council
can purchase a box of 12 coats either boys or girls.
Buy 2 boxes and mix them so each box has boys and
girls. Our council #12446 in Calgary purchased 2
boxes and donated one to the Calgary Women’s
Shelter and one box to Saint Vincent de Paul for
their Christmas hampers. The information and how
to order is on the website approximately 1 week delivery.
“Imagination” your parish church, community has
had to cut back spending and maintenance as attendance has been low due to Covid restrictions in place.
Talk to your priests and parish administrators to see
if they require assistance in different areas. Take in
the parish recycling to the depot is an easy example.

By Brian Strawford
Worthy Brother Knights,
I appreciate and thank all that contributed to the Pennies
for Heaven Program. All fund’s assist the Seminarians in
our jurisdiction.
To have your Councils registered for this financial year,
please make your contribution before
December 31,2020.
For donations, please make your cheque payable to the
Alberta K of C State Council and mail to:
K of C State Council Office
#4, 5579 47th Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
My best wishes to all Brother Knights and their families.
Have a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Fraternally yours,
Brian Strawford
Pennies for Heaven Chairman
(Continued from page 3 State Advocate, Andy Soshalski)

portant cases, and we certainly can and must pray!
One of my prayers is that the situation will get to norm,
and we can resume our face to face meetings, that there
will be no restrictions in the churches, and we can freely
contact each other, hug our friends, and pay visits to our
friends and family. Meanwhile we can still attend Holy
Masses, which is extremely important for the well being
of any Catholic gentleman. Let us use this opportunity
as much as possible, for we never know what is waiting
for us in the nearest future.
Our annual convention is scheduled for April, as usual,
and the deadline for resolutions is January 31st. Let’s
hope that this time we will have a face to face meeting,
though we cannot exclude other formats.

Brother Knights, above all be safe, use texting,
emails, and phone calls. Keep your 6’ distance and
wear your masks.

Let Our Newborn Lord bless you, Brothers, and your
families, and protect all of us in these uneasy times!

Vivat Jesus!

Natalia and I wish all of you fruitful and blessed Advent
and Merry Christmas!

Ross Szentmiklossy,
State Community Director
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Vivat Jesus!
Andy Soshalski,
State Advocate
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION CALGARY WESTIN HOTEL
(DOWNTOWN) APRIL 23, 24 & 25, 2021
(When applying for Athle c events, please use the
speciﬁc form. Forms can be found in the GK Manual
in Sec on F-1, pages 2-3.)

tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of
the Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council unless a self-addressed, stamped
envelope is provided. Deadline for
submissions is the 15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:

From the Red Deer State Office

W
ishing everyone a Holy and Blessed Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
Shauna

State Affairs Editor Michael Subasic
4 Chapala Heath SE, Calgary AB
T2X 3P8
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 689-4305

OR
THE ABC’S OF MOTHER TERESA

Always have the cour age to say sor r y.
Be kind, be compassionate.
Contr ol your judgements.
Do not let your self get discour aged.
Ever y minute is pr ecious, do not waste your time.
Find out what is nice in each other .
Give until it hur ts.
Have deep r espect for each other .
If you r eally want to love God, love one another .
Just do small things with gr eat love.
Keep your hear t clean.
Lear n to pr ay, love to pr ay & pr ay often.
Make time for each other in your family.
Never tell lies.
Only believe-you are precious to Him (God).
Put love in whatever you do.
Quite a lot of people have for gotten what love
is….so begin to give the joy of loving.
Refr ain for pr ejudice.
Smile at each other .
Take the tr ouble to listen.
Use your talents for the glor y of God.
Ver y often, we look but we do not see. Let us look
& do see
When humiliation comes, accept it & offer it.
X-cuse (Excuse) rather than accuse.
You must lear n to for give.
Zeal is the second name for love. Do not lose that
Zeal!
(Words of
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State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and
prayers:
Please keep in your prayers the family of Brother
and Financial Secretary Kevin McCormack who
passed away August 8, 2020 in Clandonald

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Mother Teresa of Calcutta)
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