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Message from the State Deputy

February 2011
Message from the State Chaplain

“We must start bragging
about who we are and
what we do”

“God is Calling us out”

Neil C. Gannon

O

ne clear message from a recent State Deputy
Meeting was that we knights must start “bragging”
about who we are and what we do. We need to be‐
come more open and more vocal about our many
projects such as our relief work in the Philippines,
Pakistan and Haiti. We need to share with our pa‐
rishioners about the containers of wheelchairs we
have donated to those in need and the many free
winter coats given to needy children. We need to
proudly state that we stand up to for those who
cannot defend themselves (babies, handicapped,
intellectually challenged, aged, etc.), and when our
Church and our priests come under attack we de‐
fend them.
We need to brag about the many successes we
have at State, District and Council levels. Brothers,
we need to let our fellow Catholic men know that
the Knights of Columbus is a faith based organiza‐
tion that helps each one of us to grow in our faith.
The goal is to raise our profile in every parish
through the good works that we do. Every member
at all the levels in the organization needs to be car‐
rying this message of pride. This is how we will
grow and gain new members to assist us in carrying
(Continued on page 9)

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

D

ear Brother Knights,

Being just at midwinter and the time between the
Christmas Season and Lent we are reminded that
our spiritual life is always suspended between
heaven and Earth. God is calling us out of our hu‐
man hibernation to be his apostles, his messengers
in the world of today.
The District Deputy meeting in January was really
inspiring, now it has to be put into practice. What‐
ever action you plan for the future do it with the
support of each other. I often get messages that a
Brother Knight has died, rose and returned to the
Father, he left twelve apostles and seventy other
disciples whom he had trained to continue his
work. He did not to leave individuals, but groups of
people. So let our ideal of fraternity always accom‐
pany our efforts for church and humanity.
Vivat Jesus!
Fr. Henry Rosenbaum, SAC
State Chaplain

B

From the State Secretary

From
thethe
State
Treasurer
From
Treasurer

By Gary Johnson

By Phil Birch

W

rother Knights,

Thanks to all of you who came out to the District
Deputy Meeting in Calgary! It was a great weekend
in spite of the terrible weather conditions!
Our Supreme Membership/Programs Coordinator
and his wife Joanne were able to be with us for the
weekend. Thanks to Brother Dan for providing us
with a great presentation on Membership Recruit‐
ment and Retention as well as a self evaluation ses‐
sion for District Deputies.
Also a sincere thanks to all State Chairmen and
their teams, the Foundation, the Fourth Degree and
our State Fraternal Benefits team for contributing
to our meetings!
Grand Knights, please remember that your District
Deputy is our State Deputy’s personal representa‐
tive and it is important that all Council Officers and
members familiarize themselves with the respect
due to the District Deputy.
The District Deputy should always be properly at‐
tired when attending meetings: should be seated in
front near the Grand Knight: should always be
called upon to speak and all members should rise
when he is introduced. He should always be seated
at the head table at any Council function even if he
is not on the speaking program.
The District Deputy should be in regular contact
with all Grand Knights in his District and he should
insure that he is available to you when you call
upon him for assistance.
And please do not forget any State Board member
who may be a member of your Council or any
Board member who may be in attendance at your
meeting.
(Continued on page 11)
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orthy Grand Knights and Financial Secre‐
taries,

This is the busiest time of year from a financial
point of view. Most council dues are being col‐
lected, and Supreme and State Per Capita fees are
due.
It is not too late! The Survey of Fraternal Activities
was due on 31 January and the Semi Annual Audit
is due on 15 February. Please note that the bond
from Supreme for Treasurers and Financial Secre‐
taries becomes null and void if the Trustees have
not completed the audit for two years. Therefore, it
is important to get this in, on a regular basis.
Registration for the State Convention in Calgary is
needed as soon as possible for head counts and to
ensure that you receive the best room rate at the
hotel and save some extra expense. Please note
that your State Per Capita must be paid prior to
registration.
More importantly, the State Council and the Order
needs your input and participation to help the good
works of the Knights of Columbus. If your Council is
able to help defray some of the costs of the con‐
vention, a small donation to the convention com‐
mittee would be appreciated.
By now, councils should be wrapping up their Chari‐
ties Appeal sales. Bro. Paul requires your tickets
(and money) by 11 March 2011 in order to prepare
for the draw on 19 March. All tickets sold and un‐
sold must be accounted for.
Finally, a reminder that it is important to remain on
target with respect to our revenues and expendi‐
tures for the balance of the year. The Financial Sec‐
retary should review these at every Council meet‐
ing to ensure that there are sufficient funds to carry
out the good works of the Order.
Vivat Jesus
Phil Birch, State Treasurer
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By William J. Smith

By Ronald Schuster

T

he 2011 year has begun and looks to be a
busy one. Our Annual State Convention in
Calgary this April is taking shape and the State
Board is looking forward to providing an entertain‐
ing weekend to make you feel welcome in the
Stampede City. A new venue for the Convention
will provide lots of parking, and is close to several
shopping facilities, just off Trans Canada highway –
out of the downtown core. The Convention com‐
mittee has been working hard.
The Convention Registration kits have gone out to
all the councils. Please take time to review the in‐
formation and register early, as there is an early
bird draw based on when the paid registration is
received. Each council can have two voting dele‐
gates. They must be third degree members and the
council must have paid their per capita in full to
both Supreme and State. This does not limit other
members from attending any of the activities or the
business session. They may register as a non‐voting
delegate. It is an opportunity for other members to
meet and greet other councils from around the ju‐
risdiction.
By the time this issue will have arrived the resolu‐
tion deadline will have passed. Resolutions received
by January 31 will be reviewed by the State Board
and the Resolutions Committee. Those to be pre‐
sented at the Convention will be sent to the coun‐
cils before the Convention so they can review them
at the council level. Any questions or concerns on
the resolutions can be clarified by contacting me at
StateAdvocate@kofc.ab.ca. This does not preclude
any questions at the Convention but can help your
council with your decision to supporting a specific
resolution in question.

B

rother Knights,

There are two very important request that the
State Board requires from its Councils, which are:

1. We are seeking ideas for a special recognition for
Father Michael Troy, who was our State Chaplain
for many years. Please send your ideas to me via
email at Statewarden@kofc.ab.ca
Thank‐you
2. On a Council level, we are implementing a
Hockey Shoot Out program. This information will be
coming to you very shortly from your District Depu‐
ties. We need to have as much participation as pos‐
sible. We need to know who would be interested in
the program. If successful it will be implemented by
Supreme as an annual function for the youth, such
as the Basketball Free Throw Program. Please let
myself or your District Deputy know of your deci‐
sion. Thanks
Ron Schuster Acting State Chairman for the Hockey
Shoot Out
Contact me at Statewarden@kofc.ab.ca
Vivat Jesus!
Ron Schuster
State Warden

Thank you for your support. Winter is still with us.
Drive carefully
William Smith
State Advocate.
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From the Agency

From the State Communications & PR Director

Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Ferdie Mendita

RRSPs, TSFAs and Long Term Investments
Your Portfolio’s “Sure Thing!”

T

ake control of your retirement – establish a
retirement plan of your own. Here at the
Knights of Columbus, you can open a retirement
annuity for as little as $300. Consistent and disci‐
plined savings placed into an annuity over time can
guarantee you at retirement an income that you
cannot outlive. That guarantee – and the fact that
no one has ever lost money in a Knights of Colum‐
bus annuity – really will provide you with peace of
mind.
To help you better understand and plan for the
risks you will be exposed to in retirement – from
the risk of living “too long” to the risk of needing
costly long‐term care services, to the risk of infla‐
tion eroding the value of your income stream – we
suggest reading the booklet “Retirement Risk
Matcher” published by the Life Insurance Market
Research Association (LIMRA). To obtain your own
free copy, e‐mail field.mail@kofc.org and we’ll send
one along.
As you ponder all the things that may not work out
as you proceed toward retirement, think about one
thing you can do to help yourself – a Knights of Co‐
lumbus annuity. It’s reasonably priced ($300 to
start), guaranteed and controlled by someone you
trust – you!

W

arm wishes to everyone

As we are now preparing for the forthcoming 101st
Annual State Council Meeting to be held in Calgary
on April 29th to May 1st 2011, all councils are being
reminded of the website and newsletter contests.
The deadline for website entry submission is on
March 11, 2011. This will be the 3rd Annual State
Website contest.
Worthy Grand Knights, please submit your entry in
a letter format which includes the website address
and a brief summary of its contents; send it to me
electronically at ferdiemendita@shaw.ca. Judging
Committee will select the most informative and the
most appealing to our prospective members. This is
the best means of communication to all members
around the world. Like our newsletters, this is also
an important tool for each executive especially for
recruitment. For bulletin awards judging, please
send to the State Office before submission dead‐
line. Judging criteria is specified in the Grand
Knight’s manual.
Thank you for all councils that have provided me
with a copy of their newsletter. For those who have
not, please include me in your list.
Please continue to visit www.kofc.ab.ca for valu‐
able updated information.
Ferdie Mendita,
Communications and PR Director

Call your professional Knights of Columbus agent
today and talk about securing a comfortable and
worry‐free retirement.
What works better for you?
• Through our Single Premium Annuity, you
make one payment and select the age you
begin receiving benefits.
(Continued on page 12)
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From the State Program Director

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Willis Winter

By Daniel Schmitz

W

orthy Grand Knights and District Deputies,

Now is the time for Councils to prepare their sub‐
missions for the State Program Awards. You can
find the entry form STSP on page 23 of the Council
Report Forms Booklet or on the website
www.kofc.org. you MUST USE a form for each entry
in order to qualify for each of the program catego‐
ries.
How do you determine which category to enter
your submission in? Ask yourself: “who benefits
from the program?” to determine that the group
which benefits, whether it is church, community,
council, family, pro‐life or youth determines the
category to enter in. Please submit only one entry
per program category.
Including pictures, newspaper clippings, church bul‐
letins and other information to show how you ad‐
vertised the program, how you organized it and
what you accomplished. Show what is unique about
your activity and how the program impacted oth‐
ers. Your creativity in developing, organizing and
documenting your activity is the key to a winning
entry.
By sharing your program activities through the
State Program, others have an opportunity to learn
about your achievements. The State Council, the
Supreme Council and other councils can adapt and
adopt your ideas elsewhere in our Order. We
achieve Father McGivney’s vision of Charity, Unity,
Fraternity and foster membership growth and a
thriving council through our service programs.
Strong vibrant programs attract new prospective
members from the community. New members en‐
rich your existing programs and develop new ones.
This attracts new members and the cycle continues.
The entire Order benefits from strong programs.
All events or activities that were completed from
March 2010 to early March 2011 can be entered.
(Continued on page 10)
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B

rothers in Christ, calling all Councils.

Surely you’re all aware of the importance of our
state PENNIES FOR HEAVEN program. Huge thanks
to those of you that keep it rolling. Your generosity
is heartwarming.
Unfortunately last year was our
weakest dollar figure in five
years. It was evident that twenty
five plus councils, who were con‐
sistent contributors over the last
few years, did not donate one penny in 2010. I
press you not to overlook this year. Anything you
send is a blessing and no amount is too small.
Remember, that strength is in unity.
Vivat Jesus,
Daniel Schmitz
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman
Send all donations to K of C State Council, #4, 5579
– 47 St., Red Deer, AB. T4N 1S1.

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the AlbertaNorthwest Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Submission
Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Ferdinand Mendita
164 Ormsby Rd East, Edmonton, AB T5T 5T3
E-Mail: ferdiemendita@shaw.ca
Telephone: (780) 483-0997
Or
State Council Office
#4, 5579 - 47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca
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From the Master of the Fourth Degree

From the Assistant State Membership Director

By Ray Gehlen

By Brad Cody

B

H

appy New Year to all Brother Knights. I wish
you, your family and our council every suc‐
cess in 2011.

rother Knights,

By now most everyone is aware that Alberta has
been divided into two Districts. The South will con‐
tinue to be under the direction of Master Larry
Boland and I will be the Master for the new Dis‐
tricts from Edmonton and North to the Northwest
Territories.
The area that Alberta and the Northwest Territories
cover was just too large for one Master to effec‐
tively carry out his duties without becoming overly
frustrated. The travelling distance is excessive and
time consuming with some places over a day or two
drive away.
I must say that I am very much looking forward to
meeting all my Faithful Navigators and newly ap‐
pointed Marshalls, working with all my Assemblies
and in taking part in all required installations and
exemplifications whenever possible.
So for you to get to know me better, I will tell you a
little about myself… I am married to my wife
Marjorie for 45 years. We have three children and
seven grandchildren which, of course, are the fruit,
joy, and pride of our life.
I have worked my way through the K of C as Grand
Knight, District Deputy, Faithful Navigator and now
Master. I am a member of the First Degree team in
Peace River and on the Archdiocesan Pastoral
Council as the KC representative. I remain active in
both the council and assembly.

We are now into the second half of the 2010‐2011
Columbian Year. Some of us are enjoying a wonder‐
fully successful year of recruitment and retention.
Congrats on your success, to date. Keep up the
good work.
Unfortunately, some of us are not enjoying the
same success. That does not mean we are failing in
our efforts, but we are often not enjoying the re‐
sults of those efforts. For some of us, we need to
have help from our council trustees and member‐
ship directors, in other cases we may benefit from
work with other councils within our District or com‐
munity. It can never hurt to try new approaches
and to access potential members outside the tradi‐
tional places and events. We offer youth and family
activities for the recruit members who are already
interested in youth and family functions. There are
many tools available to you from State or Supreme
to assist in recruiting new members. Please feel
free to call any of the membership people listed in
the State Roster for any assistance that we can pro‐
vide to you.
Retention is critical to the success and viability of
your council. Your members are the most impor‐
tant asset your council has. Far more important
than bank accounts or computers or any other item
your council possesses. The loss of members is a
clear indicator that your council and its programs
are not holding members’ interests. This can be
corrected by having more personal contact with all
of your members, to start off; keep in touch, but
also to find out what is going on in the members
life and how can your council be more significant
part of that life. We exist to care for and serve our
members and their family. This is only possible
when we know our members. We need to have
(Continued on page 8)

(Continued on page 9)
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Grand Knight Bruce Barnett and Council #9280 St. Mar‐
tha’s– Lethbridge are recognized for significant contri‐
butions to the Fr. McGivney Hall at St. Mary’s Univer‐
sity in Calgary. Certificate Presented by District Deputy
Keith Armstrong

Grand Knight Mike Bakk, Archbishop Monahan Council
#4878 with council member and seminarian Adrian De‐
bow

Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can submit to the state office though
email at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg
format. Please provide a brief description of the picture.
State Affairs, Volume 14, Number 4, February 2011

The Dandurand #7212 Francophone council from St.
Famille parish in Calgary, AB. First, the Knights prepared
and served a delicious turkey brunch for approximately
200 parishioners and the children were also invited to
decorate their own angel and star‐shaped cookies. Our
Chaplain Father Noel Farman, acting as Saint Nicholas,
distributed over 75 musical ornaments to the children.
In a very special way council #7212 celebrated “ Christ is
Christmas”
Le Conseil francophone Dandurand #7212 de la paroisse
Ste‐Famille de Calgary, Alberta, a voulu célébrer «Noël,
c’est le Christ» d’une façon bien particulière. D’abord,
les frères Chevaliers ont organise un délicieux la dinde
pour environ 200 paroissiens. Puis notre aumônier,
l’abbé Noël Farman, personnifiant saint Nicolas, a dis‐
tribute des crèches musicales de la Nativité à plus de 75
enfants. Ces enfants étaient aussi invites à décorer
chacun un ou plusieurs biscuits en forme d’ange ou
d’étoile.
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From the Foundation

(Continued from page 6, Assistant State Membership Director)

actual verbal contact with every member at least
once each year. This contact is over and above
emails, newsletters or the annual dues statements.
This personal contact will show all members that
we care and that we are here for them, and want
them to be part of our meetings and programs. Ac‐
tive involved members rarely leave our order or
forget about us when they move. Suspensions,
should only be used as a last resort and should only
be considered in the latter part of the year. The
people on the State Membership Committee are all
available to help with delinquent or lost members.
Do not hesitate to call us. We are all listed in the
State Roster.
Keep up the good work. Let’s all achieve our council
and district membership goals.
Vivat Jesus
Brad Cody
Assistant State Membership Director

Joke of the Month
Late one night, a burglar broke into a house he
thought was empty. He tiptoed through the living
room but suddenly he froze in his tracks when he
heard a loud voice say: “Jesus is watching you!”
Silence returned to the house, so the burglar
crept forward again. “Jesus is watching you,” the
voice boomed again. The burglar stopped dead
again. He was frightened. Frantically, he looked
all around. In a dark corner, he spotted a bird
cage and in the cage was a parrot. He asked the
parrot: “Was that you who said Jesus is watching
me?” “Yes” said the parrot. The burglar breathed
a sigh of relief and ask the parrot: “What's your
name?” “Clarence” said the bird.
“ That’s a dumb name for a parrot,” sneered the
burglar. “What idiot named your Clarence?” The
Parrot said, “The same idiot who named the Doberman Jesus.”
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D

By Robert Kruchten, Vice President

ear Brothers;

On behalf of our Charitable Foundation President,
Lito Reyes, best wishes and God’s blessing in 2011.
In this State Affairs I would like to draw your atten‐
tion to three items:
1. Clergy/Knights Golf day:
The foundation is going to host a salute to
the clergy in our province by hosting a
Clergy/Knights Golf Day. It is booked for
Monday, September 26. The golf course is
the Meadowlands Golf Club at Sylvan Lake. It
is on Highway 11 which is 10 minutes west of
Highway 2. Last year’s Clergy day was a real
success. Please salute your priest and clergy
by making them your guest at this event and
fraternal day. I promise you a sunny day and
a great time. Do not forget to invite and host
the retired priests in your area. Notices
about this event will be published and sent
out in the very near future. If you have any
questions, please call me at my residence‐
403 346 5423 or email me at book‐
store@waskasoopark.ca.
2. Invitation to donate to the foundation.
The Charitable Foundation at its January,
2011 approved an action to invite each
Knight in the province to assist the Founda‐
tion to continue its charitable giving on be‐
half of all the Knights in the province. By the
end of March each Alberta Knight will receive
in the mail a letter inviting him to support
the foundation by prayer and finances.
Please encourage this promotion to your
councils and brother Knights‐Thank you.
3. Memorial donations:
When a brother Knight passes away and the
(Continued on page 12)
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From the State Church Director
By Lou Normand

B

rothers,

The following are a few reminders to focus on as
we start the new calendar year.
1. Have you connected with your pastor/ chap‐
lain? Ask him “What can we do to help you
with your ministry in the parish?” Remem‐
ber the Knights are the “strong right arm of
the Church”, let us show it.
2. Is your council supporting religious devo‐
tions? If not, support a Marian devotion,
perhaps your council can get involved with
the Silver Rose Run which will take place
around end of June to mid July; the 4th De‐
gree assemblies are focusing on this project
this year.
3 Make sure your council has a formation pro‐
gram. It is so easy to use the excellent pro‐
gram developed by our State Chaplain, Fa‐
ther Rosenbaum.
4. Is your council encouraging vocations? If
not, include the vocations prayer found at
the back of the council prayer card. Include
it right after the opening council prayer.
5. Support the Pennies for Heaven program.
Pennies will soon be obsolete; bring them in
to your council to convert to loonies. Let’s
see which council can bring in the most pen‐
nies to the upcoming Convention.!!!

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

out the good works of the Knights of Columbus.
Thank you, Brothers, and may God bless you and
your families.

State Deputy
Neil Gannon
(Continued from page 6, Master of Fourth Degree)

Marjorie and I are very active in our parish commu‐
nity. We have given the marriage preparation
course in Peace River for over 17 years and are still
surprised at how much we are learning. I have al‐
ways said that you will get more out of it than what
you put in. This is something I have always told the
new Knights when they join.
This division came up rather quickly so I need to run
hard to catch up to my new duties. Master Larry
and I will continue to work together for the good of
the order and because I have big shoes to fill I had a
better start running right now.
God’s blessing on all of you,
Master Ray Gehlen

God Bless,

Lou Normand
Church Director

Left is new Master Ray Gehlen, Lady Marjorie from
Peace River, Lady Corelene and Master Larry Boland
from Airdrie
State Affairs, Volume 14, Number 4, February 2011
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From the Basketball Free Throw Chairman
By John Mommersteeg

T

he 2011 Free Throw Championship is now in
progress. Local council competitions will
start in January followed by the district competi‐
tions, the regional competitions and the provincial
competitions. In Alberta, the top three shooters in
each competition advance to the next level.

This fraternal year marks the 40th anniversary of
the Supreme Council’s sponsorship of the Knights
of Columbus Free Throw Championship. The com‐
petition is open to all boys and girls ages 10 to 14.
Contestants compete within their own gender and
age group to sink the most free throws. There are
four levels of competition: council, district, regional
and provincial (state). The scores of the winners at
the provincial level go to the Supreme Council of‐
fice, which determines the international champi‐
ons.
We are using a similar format as previous years for
the provincial level of the Alberta‐Northwest Terri‐
tories State Basketball Free Throw Championship.
The provincial competition is combined with each
of the regional competitions. The results of this
competition are sent to me in order to declare the
provincial champions. This format eliminates the
need to travel across Alberta to compete at the
provincial level.

Each council participating in the Alberta‐NorthWest
Territories State Council Free Throw Championship
is asked to register with John Mommersteeg and to
contribute $75 for the regional and provincial com‐
petitions. Please get your council registrations in.
To‐date eleven councils have registered represent‐
ing ten districts.
Please call John Mommersteeg at (780) 473‐0763
with any questions or send an email message to
jmommer@shaw.ca .
Since its beginning in 1972, more than 3.5 million
young people have participated in the annual
event. Last year, more than 137,000 participants
throughout the Order participated in the 2010 In‐
ternational Free Throw Championship. In Alberta –
NorthWest Territories, over 3,000 youth partici‐
pated last year. Sixty‐one councils and twenty‐nine
districts sponsored a Free Throw Championship
competition.
Vivat Jesus!
John Mommersteeg
(Continued from page 5, State Program Director)

Please identify which Columbian year and which
category you are submitting for. All entries must be
submitted to the state office in Red Deer by March
4, 2011 for the 2010‐2011 Columbian Year.

To reduce travel more, each district has the option
to conduct their own regional/provincial competi‐
tion. The responsible Free Throw Chairman sends
the final score sheets to the Regional Free Throw
Chairman to declare the Regional Champions. This
change eliminates the need to travel across a re‐
gion and compete at the regional level. The re‐
sponsible Free Throw Chairman needs to indicate
how the regional/provincial competition will be
completed.

A commitment form was circulated to the District
Deputies at the Mid‐year District Deputies Meeting
in January to help determine how many councils
will be participating in this year’s Service Program
Awards. Despite the inclement weather which re‐
duced attendance, I was pleased with the response
and look forward to many excellent submissions
this year.

Free Throw Championship score sheets can be
printed off the Supreme Council website at http://
www.kofc.org/un/en/officers/forms/council.html .

Vivat Jesus

Page 10

Good luck to all. See you at the 101st Annual State
Convention in Calgary.

Willis Winter, State Program Director
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From the State Wheelchair Foundation Chairman

(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

By Ray L. Khuller

A

S OF JANUARY, 2011, THE FOLLOWING:

Approximately one year ago, and immediately
following the horrendous earthquakes in Haiti and
then Chile, Supreme Knight Carl Anderson commit‐
ted the Knights of Columbus, independent of the
Wheelchair Foundation of Canada, to sponsoring
1,000 Wheelchairs to Haiti. Up to that point, the
Wheelchair Foundation itself had delivered some
200 Chairs to Haiti.
As of this past summer, The Wheelchair Foundation
has distributed some 26,557 ‘chairs to Afghanistan,
Bolivia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Fiji,
Haiti, Ethiopia, Iraq, Jamaica, Kazakhstan, Kenya,
Mexico, Peru, the Philippines, Rwanda, Sierra
Leone, Viet Nam and others
In addition to the above, Louis St. Laurent School in
Edmonton held, in 2010, what they called DANCE,
DANCE REVOLUTIONS at which they raised
$30,000.00 clear, enabling them to sponsor the
purchase of 100 Wheelchairs to Haiti and 100
Wheelchairs to Chile!
This year one of their Grade 10 students has em‐
barked on a year‐long project which includes a
‘Cake‐Walk’ at her school. This young lady has al‐
ready raised $300.00 (2 X Wheelchairs !).

As stated in your Grand Knights Handbook, a Dis‐
trict Deputy or State Board Officer should be ac‐
corded the same courtesies as those recommended
for the State Deputy.
A District Deputy or State Board member belonging
to you Council may choose not to be introduced
and placed at the front near the Grand Knight but
they should be asked prior to the commencement
of the meeting.
And please remember that during all council meet‐
ings, all members should rise when the council
chaplain or any member of the clergy enters or
leaves the council chamber.
And a reminder that Council resolutions for the
2011 Convention must be received in our State Of‐
fice prior to January 31, 2011.
Please feel free to call on me at any time if you re‐
quire more information.
Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson
State Secretary

Brother Knights, there are more people in need out
there than we can imagine. The simple gift of a
$150.00 Wheelchair can not just change a life but
give a person a life.
Yes, funds are sometimes tight, but any ‘belt‐
tightening’ we do, at least we have belts to
tighten ! It is nothing compared to the basic needs
of the majority in this world.
Have your council Sponsor a Wheelchair, Brother
Knights, maybe more than one. It is a marvelous
feeling for you and an amazing event in the life of
the recipient.
Ray L. Khuller, State Wheelchair Foundation
Chairman, Alberta/NWT.
State Affairs, Volume 14, Number 4, February 2011

Father Michael J. McGivney
Founder of the Knights of Columbus
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From the State Financial Secretaries Chairman

W

(Continued from page 8, From the Foundation)

family has not requested memorial dona‐
tions in his memory be made to designated
charity, ask the family if you could put a sign
at the entry of the church requesting dona‐
tions in memory of the deceased be made to
the Charitable Foundation. Along with the
sign, make our charity brochure and enve‐
lopes available.

By Ed Matheson

orthy Financial Secretaries Hi

This is the time to decide on any billing
that came back with a message “undeliverable” by
the Post Office. First of all contact the member and
resolve the address problem right away. If it is
more serious like a fallen away member, retain all
the evidence that you tried to contact the member
with no result. If contact is made but the member
does not want to be a member, explain to the
member all the benefits of being a Knight and that
he does not have to attend meetings but can work
in the schools and neighborhood facilities that
serve under privileged families with the support of
the entire Council. There are lots of jobs to do, just
ask.
This is repeated purposely. When using the Reports
On‐line/ Member Management/ Member Billing
portions on the Supreme Website it is good to prac‐
tice signing up regularly and maintain member re‐
cords with care. It is a good practice to have a sin‐
gle admin basket for all documents that you need
to process in the On‐Line System. When updated,
mark them “complete, update them” and file im‐
portant docs in the members information folder.
Also ensure that all your newly initiated members
are aware of the Knights Accidental Death Insur‐
ance is in effect for both Knights and wives with
PAIF UP Dues. It is very important information.

If you do this remember two things:
1. Get approval of the parish priests
2. Contact the family for their approval.
I did this in our parish last year and it works very
well.
Brothers, thank you for remembering the founda‐
tion in your prayers and charity.
Fraternally,
Bob Kruchten, Vice President

(Continued from page 4, From the Agency)

•

Through our Flexible Premium Annuity, you
make periodic payments of as much as you
want, for as long as you want.

Your principal is safe and you’re guaranteed never
to earn less than 3.0% on your money. Current
rates are available by contacting your agent or by
contacting the Red Deer Regional Office at 403‐
343‐2242.

Review “ POINTERS FOR COMPLETING THE FORM
100” page 48 of FS Handbook.
God Bless, thank you, & JUST DO IT!!
Ed Matheson
(780) 487 6484 (H), 717 2123 (Cell), 487 9586 (Fax)
Email edmath@telus.net
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From the State Family Director
By Vince Reyes

“Final Push”

H

ow time flies when you are having fun?
Clearly, seven months have passed and
only five months to go before the end of the cur‐
rent Columbian Year. That said, with all sincerity
and candor, let us pause for a moment and reflect
on our past achievements and shortcomings. Ulti‐
mately, we have to move forward by pushing
harder, in the next five months or so, on our efforts
to enable us to achieve the goals we have initiated
in the areas of membership recruitment and reten‐
tion, programs and insurance.
As well, as a council, have you joined the Family of
the Month program? Truthfully, it is never too late
to join and be a part of the program. The effort is
very minimal. It is either the Grand Knight, Family
Director or a Committee, who selects a Knight
whose family fits into one or more of the following
categories: The family makes significant contribu‐
tion to the Church, community and/or council; the
family enjoys one another; the family communi‐
cates openly and honestly; the family pray and at‐
tend Mass together; the family spends its time to‐
gether interacting; and other family values.
After having a family chosen, present a Family of
the Month certificate (Item #1843). Complete and
submit the corresponding monthly form (Item #
1993A) by the 15th of the month following, which is
also available online at www.kofc.org/forms, to the
Supreme and State Councils. The Supreme Council
draws randomly 100 winners who will receive a
congratulatory letter from Supreme Knight Carl
Anderson and a beautiful Holy Family gift. From the
State Council, a winner is drawn also every month,
will receive a congratulatory letter from State Dep‐
uty Neil Gannon and a Holy Family gift.
Each year, a council should also select a Family of
the Year (Item #1843A). Complete the form in the
Family of the Month booklet and submit the selec‐
State Affairs, Volume 14, Number 4, February 2011

tion to the State Council annual competition. Then,
the State Council Family of the Year winner is sub‐
mitted to the Supreme Council International Family
of the Year competition. The top prize is a trip to
the Supreme Convention and a major league
plaque or trophy.
Once again, I would like to appeal to our Worthy
Grand Knights to take the time, effort and leader‐
ship to actively participate in our Family of the
Month and Family of the Year programs. On the
same token, with the encouragement and support
of our Worthy District Deputies, our programs will
be revitalized. As Vince Lombardi perfectly stated:
“The achievements of an organization are the re‐
sults of the combined effort of each individual.”
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Family Director

Heavenly Father,
in glorifying Jesus
and sending us your Spirit,
You open the way to eternal life.
May my sharing in this Gift
increase my love
and make my faith grow stronger.
Send Your Spirit to cleanse my life
so that the offering of myself to
You at Mass
may be pleasing to You.
May my sharing in the Eucharist,
our Bread of Life,
bring me eternal life.
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Congratulations
Families of the Month
2010 ‐ 2011

November 2010
Bill & Jeanne Bonner
Thomas & Laurene Kennelly
Seamus & Patricia Monaghan
Wayne Zylik
Rodney & Tammie Sieben
Adam & Pauline Petryshyn
Paul & Mary Kobasiuk
Romeo & Julmarose Rapisura
Owen & Karen Wourms

Edmonton Council #1184
Luke Killoran Council #4510
Our Lady of Victory Council #6563
Paddy Nolan council #6994
Father Albert Newman Council #8470
Brother Anthony Council #10014
Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312
St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

December 2010
Bryan & Carol Senger
Bill & Marie Gurtler
Arnold & Rose Lorenz
Ferdinand & Marilou Gayos
Darrell & Andrea Marko
Gerard & Tracy Larney
Dante & Marietta Domingo
Patrick & Corine Watson

Edmonton Council #1184
Paddy Nolan Council #6994
Father Bonner Council #7599
Father Albert Newman Council #8470
Brother Anthony Council #10014
Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312
St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

Winners of the Standing Holy Family Statue

November 2010
Thomas & Laurene Kennelly

Luke Killoran Council #4510

December 2010
Darrell & Andrea Marko

Brother Anthony Council #10014
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From the State Vocations Chairman

From the State Mass Times Booklet Chairman

By Ed Matheson

By Ed Matheson

Mass Times Booklet Project

W
Important

W

Vocations
Important

Important

orthy Grand Knights
Program and Church Directors

The State supported Vocation efforts are:
RSVP
Council Report Forms Booklet indicates that for every
$500 donated, the council or assembly is eligible for a
refund of $100 from the Supreme Council. See page
27 of the Report Forms Booklet.
VOCATION AWARENESS IN SCHOOLS
The Project Description is to focus on only three
grades in the schools, Grades 4, 5 & 6.
Work closely with the teacher and students to en‐
courage them to participate in the project which
could lead to the most important decision that they
have to make in their lifetime.
Very shortly a copy of “VOCATION AWARENESS IN
SCHOOLS” will be available on the State Website for
easy access.

orthy District Deputies
Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries,

Thanks to all of you who helped with the distribution
of all the books to Hotels / Motels, Churches and
Councils as it was a very big job handling about
70,000 Mass Times Booklets. God Bless You.
I have to say that we have still not sold enough books
to pay the total Bill. The way to help pay the Printer is
to order and pay for books for your members.
So if you have not done so please, decide on your
order now and send in your cheque.
Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to: K of C Council 4530,
18415‐ 80 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8

Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:
Date:
Number of Booklets Required:

Any comments on Section ‘O’ can be sent to me, the
contact information is on page 9 of the Roster.
Thank you & JUST DO IT!!
God Bless
Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐6484 (H) 717‐2123 (C) 487‐9586 (F)
E‐mail: edmath@telus.net

State Affairs, Volume 14, Number 4, February 2011

Name of Person Ordering:

Thank you again & JUST DO IT!!
Ed Matheson
780‐487‐6484(H) 717‐2123(Cell) 487‐9586(Fax)
edmath@telus.net
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Condolences
Our prayers to the family of John Majowski (Council
14497), whose mother Maria Majowski passed away on
January 31,2011 in Winnipeg

Winner of Early Bird Draw for Charities
Appeal
Early Bird winner drawn on Jan 26, 2011 at the Holy
Family Parish Hall is:
Kerry Fair
Bellville, Ontario
Winning ticket sold by Medicine Hat council #7325 Fa‐
ther Leopold Seewaldt

Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

Dec 11, 2010

High Level

Feb 12, 2011

Fort McMurray

Feb 26, 2011

Edmonton

Mar 6, 2011

Lethbridge

Mar 12, 2011

Lloydminster

Mar19, 2011

Red Deer

Apr 9, 2011

Grande Prairie

May 14, 2011

Calgary

May 28, 2011

Edmonton

Calendar of Events
Annual State Council Meeting (Convention)
Calgary April 29, 30 & May 1, 2011
2011 State Hockey Tournament
Edmonton, April 1-3, 2011
Chairman GK Guy Mageau 780-707-8986
gmageau@wspring.com
2011 State Curling Bonspiel
Mar 18, 19 & 20, 2011
Leduc Council #7061
More information to follow
When applying for Athletic events, please use the
specific form. Forms can be found in the Grand
Knight’s Manual in Section F-l, pages 2 - 3.
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Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

March 26, 2011

Lac La Biche

April 9, 2011

Peace River/Grande Prairie

April 16, 2011

Edmonton

May 7, 2011

Calgary

May 28, 2011

Fort McMurray

TBA

Red Deer
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca
Message from the State Deputy

June 2011
Message from the State Chaplain

“Thank You”

“Let us pray to our
mother Mary”
Neil C. Gannon

M

y Brother Knights, as we approach the end
of this Columbian year I take this opportu‐
nity to express sincere thanks for your support and
warm hospitality during the past two years. As Ce‐
cile and I travelled throughout the jurisdiction we
experienced true fraternity and unity along with a
real sense of commitment to carrying out Father
McGivney’s vision of serving our God, our Church,
our families, and our fellowman.
I thank my colleagues on the State Board, Executive
Secretary Shauna LaGrange, District Deputies, Di‐
rectors and Chairmen, and all the Brother Knights
and families who consistently give of themselves to
achieve the goals of our great organization.
To Father Henry Rosenbaum, a special thank you
for your dedication and excellent spiritual direction,
and to my wife, Cecile, a huge thank you for your
never ending support, understanding and love.
I congratulate and offer my best wishes to State
Deputy‐Elect Gary Johnson, the 2011‐2012 State
Executive Board, and all of the newly elected and
appointed Brother Knights in leadership positions
throughout the jurisdiction. May the Good Lord
(Continued on page 2)

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

D

ear Brother Knights,

Spring has finally come to Alberta; it reminds us of
the resurrection of nature, of Christ and in him of
our own rising. May is also one of the months dedi‐
cated to Mary, our mother. We remember on May
13th her apparition to the children of Fatima, she
invites us still today to pray and do penance for the
conversion of all humanity. At the end of the month
we are celebrating the Feast of the Visitation. Luke
tells us the beautiful story of the two women Eliza‐
beth and Mary meeting with each other and their
children in their womb! Jesus and John. Meeting
other people is such a precious experience to which
we should be always ready. Efforts are being made
to help the people in Slave Lake who experienced
the destruction of their existence by fire. Let us
help. The visitation of Mary produces one Magnifi‐
cation‐My soul magnifies the Lord…. If we can do
nothing else let us say this prayer as our contribu‐
tion to the disaster and devastation of people.
May God bless you and your families for the re‐
mainder of the Columbian Year.
Vivat Jesus!
Father Henry Rosenbaum, SAC
State Chaplain

B

From the State Secretary

From
thethe
State
Treasurer
From
Treasurer

By Gary Johnson

By Phil Birch

W

rother Knights,

Thanks to all of you who attended our recent State Con‐
vention in Calgary!
It was a great weekend for all!
Our Supreme Guest Senior Vice President, Membership
Growth, Michael Durbin was with us and he brought us
some powerful and inspiring words on being a member
of the Knights of Columbus.
Brother Michael really stressed the importance of en‐
couraging every Catholic Gentleman to join us and share
the benefits of how membership enriches our lives as
well as the lives of our families.
So, as we approach the end of this Columbian Year, let’s
look around our Parish community and reach out to one
or two Catholic Gentlemen and invite them to join our
Order! We know what it has done for us. Let’s share it!
I would be remiss if I did not extend a sincere thank you
to each and every District Deputy who served their re‐
spective Districts as District Deputy during this past Co‐
lumbian Year.
To those of you who will be returning as a District Dep‐
uty or have been asked to serve as a District Deputy for
the first time for the 2011‐2012 Columbian Year, I look
forward to seeing you all at the State District Deputy
Meeting at the Coast Plaza Hotel in Sherwood Park on
June 18‐19, 2011!
We know that it’s also Father’s Day on June 19th and we
apologise for that! It was however, the only weekend
that worked for hotel availability but, we promise you
that we will tighten up our Agenda and have an early
Brunch on Sunday morning to allow you to be home in
time to celebrate with your families.
To the new or returning Grand Knights, we sincerely
thank each and every one of you for serving or agreeing
to serve your respective Councils as their Grand Knight.
Please remember that your District Deputy is our Su‐
preme Knight’s personal representative and he is avail‐
able to assist you in any way that he can.
(Continued on page 9)
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orthy Grand Knights and Financial
Secretaries,

Your semi‐annual billing from Supreme will be coming
out shortly. Please don’t forget to pay it over the sum‐
mer, so that your Council is not suspended.
The second thing to remind you of is to submit your Re‐
port of Officers Chosen for Term, to both the Supreme
Office and to the Red Deer Office. You need to ensure
that this information is provided to both offices, so that
you are receiving all of the information that is sent out.
The Charities Appeal Raffle still has $50,000 available for
distribution, from prior years. Some of these funds will
be transferred to the Charitable Foundation if they are
not spent shortly. This is a requirement of Alberta Gam‐
ing. You will be advised in August of the proceeds of the
2011 Raffle that are available to your Council.
Finally, I would like to thank all Brother Knights for their
support over the past three years. I am especially grate‐
ful to Brother Charles Russell for all of his assistance. I
would also like to thank Brother Paul Froment for all of
his assistance in the Charities Appeal Raffle. Also, thank
you to Shauna, for keeping me on track with things that
need to be done.
Vivat Jesus
Phil Birch
State Treasurer
(Continued from page 1 State Deputy)

watch over you and guide you this coming Colum‐
bian year.
Once again thank you very much, and may the
Good Lord bless you, your families and the good
work of the Order.
Let us go forth and continue to be “Men of Peace
and Hope.”
Fraternally Grateful,
Neil Gannon
State Deputy
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By William J. Smith

By Ronald Schuster

he 2011 Annual Convention is over. The Con‐
vention Committee under Brother Willis Winter’s
guidance did a great job this year. The location, out
of the downtown area of Calgary, provided parking
for out of town guests and local without the traffic
headaches of years past. The Friday evening youth
entertainment was very well received and nobody
left until the last dancers left the floor. Thank you
to the Convention Committee and the members
themselves that attended the Convention to make
it successful.

irst and foremost I would like to take this opportu‐
nity to sincerely thank the Membership for having confi‐
dence in allowing me to serve as State Warden for the
past two Columbian years. You have no idea how much
it has meant to me to be of service to you. I am truly
honored and humbled to have been of assistance to
you. It has not been without a challenge but moving for‐
ward the entitlement was certainly rewarding.

T

All the resolutions presented were all accepted. The
hard work of the Resolutions Committee reviewing
the resolutions before hand and working with the
Councils to make them presentable was worth the
time. Several accommodations and changes were
made to the original resolutions two months ago
and the end result made for a very quick review of
the resolutions at the Convention. While the
smooth handling of the resolutions at the Conven‐
tion was not the quickest on record, but was close. I
want to thank the Resolutions Committee members
for their time and the Convention attendees for
their patience and understanding in handling the
resolutions.
The Resolutions that require further approval will
go to Supreme and be part of the resolutions dis‐
cussed at the Annual Supreme Convention in Den‐
ver this August.
We are on to new business for the end of this fra‐
ternal year. When you have completed your elec‐
tions for next years executive, please send in form
185 of the Forms booklet for the Council Executive
to Supreme and complete the State Roster report
for Shauna for next year’s roster. If you have a
Youth Director, please ensure they complete form
4348‐NC on page 35. If all the positions are not
filled in, send in the forms and when the positions
(Continued on page 8)
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F

You have now elected me as your State Advocate for the
next Columbian year for which I thank you. I look for‐
ward in assisting every State Board Member, DD, Coun‐
cil and Brother Knight when requested. I will be there
for you and that is my promise.
I would be remise in not thanking our out going State
Deputy Neil Gannon for his quality leadership, dedica‐
tion and the positive direction that he has shown State
Board along with his love and dedication to the Order.
As Brother Knights who read this State Affair Newsletter
you may often ask yourself, how much does our State
Deputy do for us? Brother Knights you would be truly
amazed as to how much work is involved in being a
State Deputy. You can be assured that Brother Neil did
an excellent job on behalf of our Order.
To my fellow State Board members, sincere thanks for
your support and your hours of dedication toward the
Order. To all Directors in various capacities, sincere
thanks to you for all the hard work that you have done,
a job well done for our Order. I know that the member‐
ship is most appreciative of your commitment.
To the dedicated Grand Knights and their Council lead‐
ers, a sincere thank you for all service you offer on be‐
half of your Councils, Community and Church. You are
truly leaders in your community and Parish.
I would be remise in not giving a very special thanks of
appreciation to Shauna, for all she does for the Order
and for the State Office.
Lastly but not least, the person who has given me total
support and ongoing perspective. I would like to lovingly
thank my wife Kathy. God Bless you for all you offer in
support to myself and my Brother Knights.
God Bless your Families and your Summer,
Ron Schuster, State Warden
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From the Agency

From the State Communications & PR Director

Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Ferdie Mendita

Protect your greatest asset with
Income Armor

N

early one in four men can expect to suffer a
disability that keeps him out of work for 90 days or
longer at some point during his working years. For
women, the odds are worse: one in three. One in
every seven workers can expect to be disabled for
five or more years before retirement. If you do not
currently own paycheck protection in the form of
disability insurance, and you have a job, you need
it.
Income Armor, the newest addition to the Knights
of Columbus portfolio, is disability insurance that
offers monthly payments to the insured to replace
income lost when he or she is unable to work due
to accident or illness. It is a critical form of insur‐
ance that protects your paycheck.

M

y warm wishes to everyone as we approach
the end of the Columbian Year. As the Annual Con‐
vention held in Calgary was a great success, I con‐
gratulate the entire organizing committee headed
by Brother Willis Winter for a job well done. Con‐
gratulations also to the new State Board Officials,
award winners and those who have also been
elected to attend the Supreme Convention to be
held in Denver, Colorado this coming August, 2011.
I am one of the elected Insurance Delegates to this
Convention and I hope I will be able to gain more
knowledge on this tremendous experience.
Thank you all for your support for the past years,
special thanks to Shauna LaGrange, our Executive
Secretary for her assistance.
I wish everyone a good and a safe relaxing summer.
Vivat Jesus!

Income Armor is in keeping with the Order’s mis‐
sion: insuring our members and their families
against financial risk. Risk of death, yes…risk of in‐
adequate retirement income, yes…risk of catastro‐
phic costs associated with long term care, yes…and
now, insurance against the loss of income that a
disability would bring. And remember, there is no
better rated life insurer in the United States or Can‐
ada than the Knights of Columbus.
At the Knights of Columbus, we recognized the
need for our members to have direct access to a
source of this protection with the Knights – a
strong, stable, quality financial institution.
Once the purchase is made and premiums are paid,
there is no need to worry. If you need us, we’ll be
there. Like everything we offer, you buy it, you pay
your premiums, and you leave the rest to us. That’s
a pretty good deal in this day and age.
Talk to your agent today about protecting your →
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Ferdie Mendita
State Communications & PR Director

greatest asset – your ability to earn a living – with
Knights of Columbus Income Armor.
For the name of your Fraternal Benefit Advisor,
please call:
Knights of Columbus AB/NWT Regional Office at
(403) 343‐2242
Marc Bouchard,
General Agent
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From the State Program Director

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Willis Winter

By Daniel Schmitz

N

ow that the State Convention is over, the Colum‐
bian year begins to wind down. However, this is
also a good time to identify possible activities for the
next Columbian Year. You can get some ideas on these
activities from the winners announced on Sunday, May
1, 2011 at the State Convention.
At the State Convention, we recognized the winners and
the first runners‐up in the categories of Church, Com‐
munity, Council, Family, Youth and Pro‐Life as well as
the best Council bulletins and best Council websites.
There were a very large number of entries for the judges
to review. On behalf of the judges, I thank all the Coun‐
cils which participated in the State Service program and
submitted entries. Your sharing of your activities helps
all of us. Thank you!

W

hat a great time we had at the Convention!

The generosity of our Brothers was overwhelming
and looks like we are off and running to a success‐
ful year. Some of the smaller Councils gave the im‐
pression that they were a little intimidated with the
larger amounts that were given and felt they could‐
n’t be as much help, but I beg you to remember
one of our mottos – Unity. That is where our
strength lies. Please remember this is not a contest.
Please ensure your Incoming Executives are primed
and prepped to continue on next year with this
worthy cause.

I have listed below all the winners and the runners‐up of
this year’s State Service program along with the title of
their program activity where applicable. Councils with
101 members or more are in the “A” category and Coun‐
cils with 100 members or less are in the “B” category.

Thanks again for supporting the promotion of voca‐
tions.

Council Bulletins “A”
WINNER: St. Peter’s Council #7070
1st Runner‐up: Nazareno Council # 12904
2nd Runner‐up: Brother Anthony Council#10014

Vivat Jesus
Daniel Schmitz
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

Council Bulletins “B”
WINNER: Our Lady of the Highway Council # 4249
1st Runner‐up: Our Lady of the Hill Council # 13064
2nd Runner‐up: Conseil La Vérendrye Council #1938
2nd Runner‐up: St. Nicholas Council #8314
Church Activities “A”
WINNER: “Year for Priests Mass & Appreciation Lunch”
Father Jan Otlowski Council # 14497
1st Runner‐up: “Corpus Christi Walk” St. Bonaventure
Council # 7432
2nd Runner‐up: “Corpus Christi Outdoor Mass” Nazareno
Council #12904
Church Activities “B”
WINNER: “Sisters – in – May Day” St. Nicholas Council #
8314
1st Runner‐up: “Serving the Church” Our Lady Queen of
Poland Council #14490
(Continued on page 9)
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Hope you all have a safe, happy & great summer.

Please send all donations to K of C State Council
Office, #4, 5579 – 47 St., Red Deer, AB. T4N 1S1.

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the AlbertaNorthwest Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Submission
Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Ferdinand Mendita
164 Ormsby Rd East, Edmonton, AB T5T 5T3
E-Mail: ferdiemendita@shaw.ca
Telephone: (780) 483-0997
Or
State Council Office
#4, 5579 - 47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca
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From the Master of the Fourth Degree

From the Assistant State Membership Director

By Michael Drewniak

By Brad Cody

W

orthy Faithful Navigators and my Brother
Knights,

Please remember and pray to Pope John Paul II, who
was beatified on May 1, 2011 by Pope Benedict XVI.
During his life as our Pope he was a great supporter of
the Knights of Columbus. I hope that everyone who re‐
ceived the April Issue of the “Columbia” Magazine has
had an opportunity to read the articles dedicated to this
holy man and his constant support of the Knights of Co‐
lumbus in his speeches over the 25 plus years of his pon‐
tificate and if you have not, please read through them.
I will refer to one excerpt of an article in the “Columbia”
where there is reference to “The Pope’s Army”, referring
to the Fourth Degree. “In his travels, John Paul II was
greeted on many occasions by members of the Knights
of Columbus. During his visits to the United States, Can‐
ada, Mexico, Puerto Rico, the Philippines, Guam, the
Caribbean and even Cuba – all lands where K of C coun‐
cils are present – Knights were among the millions flock‐
ing to meet him, joining with the Fourth Degree honor
guards to form a peaceful “army” of faith.”
Those of you who have attained your Third Degree and
have been long time members of the Order should con‐
sider joining the 4th Degree in order to fulfill your jour‐
ney as a Knight of Columbus. Charity, Unity and Frater‐
nity are only three of the four principles of the Order.
That means you are not complete in the journey.
As you know, Patriotism not only refers to your duty to
your Country but also to our Church and our God.
I encourage each and every 3rd Degree member to join
the 4th Degree, obtain your Honor Guard Regalia and
participate wherever and whenever you can. It will defi‐
nitely make you proud to be in the “Pope’s Army”
At the May 7th Exemplification at St. Stephen’s Ukrain‐
ian Catholic Church in Calgary, Honoring SK Terrance
Stychyshyn, we Exemplified 11 new Sir Knights into the
Order and into the “Pope’s Army”. For my first Exempli‐
fication as Master, although it was a small one, was a
profound and emotional experience on my part. Espe‐
cially during the Knighting ceremony and saying the
words “ By the authority vested in me, I dub you a

B

rother Knights,
We are now at the final days of the Columbian
Year. On behalf of everyone on the State Member‐
ship Recruitment and Retention Committee, I want
to take this opportunity to extend our congratula‐
tions to everyone who has reached any personal or
Council milestones this year. We at State Member‐
ship want to thank everyone for all the effort this
past year in all Membership matters.
I would like to stress a few important matters to be
considered at this time of the year:
•

•

•

•

We still have time to recruit the last man or two
to reach our goal for Star Council or perhaps
Star District. I urge you to use the last few days
to achieve this prestigious award from Su‐
preme. Hold a parish blitz and a degree to get
those last few members.
Be sure to get all Form 100’s to Supreme well in
advance of June 30th, to ensure they are ap‐
plied to this Columbian Year and to ensure the
new members receive all benefits Membership
provides.
Outgoing Grand Knights and incoming Grand
Knights need to work together in the transition
to help bring this year to a proper and orderly
conclusion and to help the next year begin with
a clean slate, free or leftover issues to resolve.
July and August are traditionally time for vaca‐
tion in Alberta, but we as the leaders in our Or‐
der must always be vigilant to recruit new pros‐
pects to our Order. New members are always in
style. Any place where men are with their chil‐
dren, grandchildren or spouse is a good place to
recruit. This means the parish picnic, camp out,
golf tournament or a local sports day might
prove to be fertile ground to find a good candi‐
date who obviously has an interest in his family
and might be a good fit to be part of one of
your Council Programs.
(Continued on page 9)

(Continued on page 10)
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May 7, 2011 Exemplification
with New Master of the South
Michael Drewniak
Honor Guard and dignitaries at the opening
ceremonies for the 28th Annual Father Troy Invitational Basketball Tournament held in Edmonton Feb 3 to 6, 2011

Cecile Gannon at 2011 State Convention

GK Al Girard presents a cheque to Tri Tran a
Seminarian on behalf of Father Bonner Council
7599
State Convention Pennies for Heaven awards
presented to Vince Mendonsa and District Deputy Chris Straub

Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can submit to the state office though
email at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg
format. Please provide a brief description of the picture.
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State Deputy Neil Gannon at 2011 State Convention
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From the Foundation
By Robert Kruchten, Vice President

D

ear Brothers,

Your foundation has been quite active in the first part of
2011. It mailed a letter to all Knights in the Province ask‐
ing for monetary support for the Foundations opera‐
tional and capital funds so that it may continue to sup‐
port charities in the name of all Knights in the Province
of Alberta. Many Brother Knights have generously re‐
sponded. Thank you to everyone for your willingness to
share your God given gifts. Remember, you can donate
to the Foundation at any time.
The present event the Foundation is sponsoring is the
Clergy/Knights Golf Day. It will be
held on Monday, September 26 at
the Meadowlands Golf Club at
Sylvan Lake. The golf day is held
to salute and celebrate the won‐
derful member of the clergy we
have in this Province. We hope
that all Councils will make an ef‐
fort to come with a foursome
which will include a member of the clergy. The funds
raised from this event will go to the Cornerstone of Faith
Campaign. If your Council cannot support a foursome to
participate, a donation of $125.00 to the Foundation
would be appreciated. The donation will assist the or‐
ganizers to sponsor some of the retired priests who
hope to golf on September 26.
All Grand Knights should have received the registration
form for the golf day. For more information, please
email or call:
• URBAIN ZAK , Co‐Chairman
Phone: (403) 347 – 4027
Email: uzak@telus.net
• BOB KRUCHTEN, Co‐Chairman
Phone: (403) 346 – 5423;
Email: rkruchte@telus.net
To all Brothers and their families, I wish and pray that
you have an enjoyable , safe and happy summer.
Fraternally,

(Continued from page 3 State Advocate)

are filled, send in an update. This will ensure Su‐
preme gets out material to those members over
the summer so they can begin their programs for
the 2011‐2012 years activities.
To the old Councils Executives thank you for a great
year 2010‐2011. Please provide the new Council
Executive for 2011‐2012 with the materials and
guidance they will need to make next year just as
successful. This includes the Grand Knights manual,
copies of bylaws, financial records, etc.
I am looking forward to representing you next year
as State Secretary and meeting many of you at the
various activities and events you will be hosting.
Thank you for your support.
William Smith
State Advocate.

Condolences
Our prayers to the family of Francis Lajeunesse
on the passing of his father Sir Knight Camille
Lajeunesse on May 19, 2011 . Camille was a
member of the St. John Bosco Council 10986

Bob Kruchten
ACF , Vice president
Page 8
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(Continued from page 6, Assistant State Membership Director)

(Continued from page 5 State Program Director)

•

Community Activities “A”
WINNER: “Habitat for Humanity Condo Building” St. Pe‐
ter’s Council # 7070
1st Runner‐up: “Operation Friendship – Feeding Home‐
less Seniors” Brother Anthony Council # 10014
2nd Runner‐up: “Knights of Columbus Commemorate
Holodomor” Father Hannas Council #10519

Be vigilant to people relocating over the sum‐
mer months. It is almost always easier to find
someone during or just after a move than it is
after several months or years after the move. If
we are in contact with our membership, we are
not likely to lose them and end up with a mem‐
ber who has become delinquent on dues and
now the subject of suspension. When we talk to
him close to the move date, proper arrange‐
ments are possible to have the member trans‐
ferred to a Council near his new home, thereby
eliminating the delinquency problem. Lets make
every effort to not lose our members. The
members are our most precious and valuable
asset.

Thank you for all your work on membership this
year. We at State membership look forward to
working with you in the upcoming year. I hope to
see each of you at the upcoming Regional Semi‐
nars. In the meantime have a great summer and
please keep membership to our Order at the fore‐
front of your minds.
Vivat Jesus,
Brad Cody
State Membership
(Continued from page 2 State Secretary)

A District Deputy or State Board member belonging to
your Council may choose not to be introduced and
placed at the front near the Grand Knight but they
should be asked prior to the commencement of the
meeting.
And please remember that during all Council Meetings,
all members should rise when the Council Chaplain or
any member of the Clergy enters or leaves the council
chamber.
Sincerely wishing all of you a great 2011‐2012 Colum‐
bian Year!
Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson
State Secretary
Alberta/NWT
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Community Activities “B”
WINNER: “Memorial Mass for Victims of Tragic Polish
Plane Crash” Father Jan Otlowski Council # 14497
1st Runner‐up: “Serving Meals” San Lorenzo Ruiz Council
# 14746
2nd Runner‐up: “Serving the Community – Flood Relief”
Our Lady Queen of Poland Council #14490
Council Activities “A”
WINNER: “Padre Day at the Links” Nazareno Council #
12904
1st Runner‐up: “The Great Garage Sale of 2010” St.
Bonaventure Council # 7432
2nd Runner‐up: “Reg Kelly Memorial Golf Tournament &
BBQ “ St. Peter’s Council #7070
Council Activities “B”
WINNER: “Purchase, Installation, Dedication & Blessing
of Stain Glass Windows” Father Jan Otlowski Council #
14497
1st Runner‐up: “Entrusting our Council to Our Lady
Queen of Poland” Our Lady Queen of Poland Council #
14490
2nd Runner‐up: “First Annual Charity Golf Tournament “
San Lorenzo Ruiz Council #14746
Family Activities “A”
WINNER: “Children’s Fishing Derby” St. Martin Of Tours
Council # 14462
1st Runner‐up: “Pancake Breakfast with Santa” St. Pe‐
ter’s Council # 7070
2nd Runner‐up: “Ladies Appreciation Night 2010” St.
Bonaventure Council #7432
Family Activities “B”
WINNER: “Family Mass, Dinner & Dance” Father Jan Ot‐
lowski Council # 14497
1st Runner‐up: “Family Camping” San Lorenzo Ruiz Coun‐
cil # 14746
2nd Runner‐up: “Serving Families” Our Lady Queen of
Poland Council #14490
(Continued on page 12)
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From the Basketball Free Throw Chairman

o

By John Mommersteeg

ne hundred & fifty‐one youth, ages 10 to 14,
from across Alberta and the Northwest Terri‐
tories participated in the 2011 Knights of Columbus
Provincial Free Throw Championship. The Provin‐
cial event was combined with each of the eight Re‐
gional events held across Alberta and Northwest
Territories. The Regional events were held in Spirit
River, St. Paul, Edmonton, Wainwright, Red Deer,
Calgary, Lethbridge and Medicine Hat.
Fort
McMurray and Northwest Territories did not par‐
ticipate this year. The top three shooters in each
category of the Regional throwoffs competed in a
playoff round to qualify for the Provincial Champi‐
ons. The score sheets were then collected to deter‐
mine the Provincial champions in each category
based on the Provincial scores.
Each contestant was allowed three practice shots
and then threw twenty‐five consecutive free throw
shots in the contest. Ties were settled by having
the tied contestants shoot successive rounds of five
free throws per competitor until a winner emerged.
In the Girls’ Division, the winners are: 10‐year‐olds
– Emilee Jackson from Medicine Hat (15), 11‐year‐
olds – Kayla Balao from Grande Prairie (21), 12‐
year‐olds – Madeline Szabo from Lethbridge (17),
13‐year‐olds – Haley Berling from Sundre (14), 14‐
year‐olds – Billie‐Lei Lloyd from Vegreville (16).
In the Boys’ Division, the winners are: 10‐year‐olds
– Karl Ibasco from Edmonton (17), 11‐year‐olds –
Eric Nooy from Spirit River (17), 12‐year‐olds –
Scott Topylki from Bonnyville (16), 13‐year‐olds –
Zach Wikenheiser from Lethbridge (22) and 14‐
year‐olds – Lorenzo Cruz from Calgary (17).
The score sheet for the first place finisher in each of
the ten categories is sent to the Knights of Colum‐
bus Supreme Council in New Haven, Connecticut.
The score sheets from all State and Provincial Com‐
petitions are then used to declare the International
Free Throw Champions based on the top score.
Page 10

On behalf of the fifty participating KofC Councils, I
thank all the participants, their parents and teach‐
ers for assisting the Knights of Columbus in making
this youth activity a success. I also thank all the
Free Throw Chairmen looking after the fifty Council
Free Throw events, the twenty‐eight District Free
Throw events and the eight Regional/Provincial
events.
Many thanks go to the following Regional Free
Throw Chairmen for organizing and coordinating
their respective events. Thanks go to Gary Ewing
from Spirit River (for Grande Prairie), Henri Leroux
from Mallaig (for St. Paul/Bonnyville), John Mom‐
mersteeg and Jamie McClean from Edmonton,
Stephen Merredew from Red Deer, John Kelly from
Calgary, Michael Anctil from Medicine Hat and Ber‐
nard Miller from Milk River (for Lethbridge).
Please call John Mommersteeg at 780‐473‐0763
with any questions or concerns regarding this
year’s Free Throw Championship.
John Mommersteeg,
Basketball Free Throw Chairman
(Continued from page 6 Master of the 4th Degree)

Fourth Degree Knight of Columbus, and bid you arise, Sir
Knight…” One experience I will truly cherish in my heart
for as long as I live.
Our next Exemplification will be on June 26th, 2011 in
Lethbridge. Those who wish to join the 4th Degree that
live in the south part of the province, can contact FN
Barry Yokoyama at (403) 363‐5976 or email:
susan.slush@gmail.com.
The next tentative Exemplification date will be Novem‐
ber 5th, 2011 in Calgary at St. Luke’s, further details to
come.
I look forward to meeting many of you during my term
as your Master.
Michael Drewniak
Master of Alberta South District
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From the State Pro-Life Couple
By Patrice &Helene Roussel

T

form of abortion is called partial birth abortion) All
this will happen because we allow this to happen.

he State Convention is now behind us as is
the Alberta March for Life. On May 12 the Al‐
berta March for Life was held for the fourth year.
On behalf of the State Deputy and all of the State
Board members, I thank the Sir Knights that led the
parade. I would like to thank our flag bearers that
came from Mallaig, in District 7, District Deputy
Henri Amyotte, Brother Normand Corbiere of Mal‐
laig Council and other Brothers who walked in the
parade but I am disappointed in the low number of
Knights in general that participated.

Now imagine if all of us Catholics and other Chris‐
tians decided to support life the way our Lord asked
of us, if we would love like Jesus Christ showed us,
we would bring abortion to an end. We would pre‐
vent our elected members of parliament to make
decisions against humanity. They would make laws
to help families to grow and provide them with the
tools to make our world a better place. This all
starts at home with our personal decisions. Do I
make a stand? Do I support life; do I have faith in
the Lord?

I personally traveled from Cold Lake to participate
in this yearly event. I am sure that some of you
could and should participated in a pro‐life event
such as this. We as Catholics know the importance
of the sanctity of life from conception until natural
death.

To conclude this letter, let me tell you in a few
words the story of an abortionist turn pro‐life. Dr.
Bernard Nathanson, who presided over 75000
abortions including one of his own children,
stopped his abortionist career in the 70’s after he
saw an ultrasound of a baby in the womb. During
that time he met Christ in his life. This had a major
effect on him, and he converted to Catholicism, was
baptized and became one of the most fervent pro‐
life advocates in America. His FAITH transformed
him; the same story applies to other pro‐life advo‐
cates. They all have something in common; they all
met Christ at a time in their lives and responded to
HIS call by becoming the voices of the unborn, the
sick and the dying.

Are we cowards when it comes to publicly showing
our support and involvement in this sort of event
that makes abortion front and centre in the public
eye? In the past months, I had a discussion with a
member of the Baptist church in my area. He told
me he was impressed by the stand we Catholics
have on pro‐life issues. Someone from another
Christian faith recognizes the effort we put in for
the respect for life; it seems that the Catholics lead
in the pro‐life action.
Well where are all those people that should lead
the march by the thousands? I am not trying to tell
you what to do but to remind you that God will
judge us by what we have done and that we will be
guilty of letting the unborn be killed by abortion for
not taking stand in this battle.
I know lots of us say we are pro‐life but by not tak‐
ing sides, we basically support pro‐choice’s gain…
Let me explain, in our country, our government re‐
moved all laws with respect to the unborn so the
foetus has no status and the abortionists can end
their lives (kill) at any time during the pregnancy;
even during the ninth month. (This last months
State Affairs, Volume 14, Number 5, June 2011

Let God be the judge of who lives and who dies.
Now let me ask again, are we cowards, afraid to
lead or are we like the apostles, teachers of the
gospel going out to all places to bring the Lord’s
message of love and life to others?
Grand Knights please share this message at your
Council Meetings and build a culture of life around
Alberta. As I said at the Convention, make me busy,
I can visit any Council anywhere in Alberta. I can set
up a pro‐life display and make a presentation; all
you need to do is ask for us to visit your Council or
Parish.
Patrice & Helene Roussel
Your Pro‐life Chair Couple.
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From the State Financial Secretaries Chairman

(Continued from page 9, From the State Program Director)

For FS’s

Youth Activities “A”
WINNER: “Coats for Kids” St. Christopher Council # 4788
1st Runner‐up: “Brother Anthony Newsletter – The An‐
vil” Brother Anthony Council # 10014
2nd Runner‐up: “Knight of Columbus Free Throw Champi‐
onship – Council Level” St. Peter’s Council #7070

Form 185 Report of Officers and Form 365 Service
Program Personnel should be being prepared and
submitted to Supreme, State and your DD. Audit
Report for June 30 due by August 15.

Youth Activities “B”
WINNER: “Sponsoring a Columbian Squires Circle” San
Lorenzo Ruiz Council # 14746
1st Runner‐up: “Chopin Concert” Father Jan Otlowski
Council # 14497

By Ed Matheson

W

orthy Grand Knights
Worthy Financial Secretaries

June 2011

Help all the newly appointed program personnel to
get started by ordering all the program materials
for them as soon as possible so that activities can
start.
Accidental Death Insurance is effective for both
Knights and Wives with PAID up Dues. Advise
every member that has not paid.
Thank you & JUST DO IT!
Have a pleasant summer and be ready for full
speed in September to get all your programs going.
Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐6484 (H)
(780) 717‐2123 (C)
(780) 487‐9586 (F)
Email: edmath@telus.net

Pro‐Life Activities “A”
WINNER: “Roses for Life” Father Jan Otlowski Council #
14497
1st Runner‐up: “Supporting the Cause & the Decision”
Brother Anthony Council # 10014
2nd Runner‐up: “March for Life” Monsignor Joseph
Malone Council #13312
Pro‐Life Activities “B”
WINNER: “Pro‐Life” San Lorenzo Ruiz Council # 14746
Best Council Website
WINNER: Brother Anthony Council # 10014
1st Runner‐up: Nazareno Council # 12904
2nd Runner‐up: Airdrie Council #8045
The State Council members were extremely pleased
with the breadth and variety of the submissions. This
sharing of ideas helps all members of the Knights of Co‐
lumbus to grow in our service to Church, Community,
Council, Family, Youth and Pro‐Life. Thank you for sup‐
porting the State Service Programs and letting others
know about the great activities you have done.
Have a great summer with your family.
Vivat Jesus!

(Continued from page 13, State Family Director)

Clearly, the Bazzarelli Family lives a wholesome and bal‐
anced life as they fulfill their stewardship journey with
one another and others.
Truly, they are exemplary role models and are very de‐
serving of the distinction and title of the “State Family of
the Year.”
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes, State Family Director
Page 12

Willis Winter
State Program Director

A little boy was listening to a long and boring
sermon in church. Suddenly the red sanctuary
lamp caught his eye, tugging his father sleeve
he says “ daddy when the red light turns
green can we go?”
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From the State Family Director
By Vince Reyes

“A Model Family”

F

irst and foremost, I would like to take this opportu‐
nity to extend my warmest congratulations, thanks
and best wishes to all Councils and Grand Knights, with
the support of our District Deputies, for their participa‐
tion in the Family of the Month and Family of the Year
programs of the Supreme and State Councils.
For the last four years, I have been very fortunate to
have been given the honor and privilege of introducing
the State Council Family of the Year. That said, the State
Council Family of the Year for Columbian Year 2010‐
2011 is none other than the family of Brother Sam and
Mary Bazzarelli of Brother Anthony Council No. 10014.
This lovely couple has been blessed with three beautiful
children, namely, Gina, Stephanie and Emilio.
Mother Teresa once said: “Love begins at home and it is
not how much we do…but how much love we put into
that action.”
Amazingly, the Bazzarelli Family, on a daily basis, put
love into action, not only at home and with each other
but also with others, the needy, the Church and Com‐
munity. To be a parent is not easy. The parent must set
good examples for the children to follow. As George
Bernard Shaw perfectly stated: “The best brought‐up
children are those who have seen their parents as they
are. Hypocrisy is not the parents’ first duty.”
Brother Sam, a certified McKenzie therapist, graduated
with distinction from the University of Alberta with a
degree of Bachelor of Science in Physical Therapy in
1994. At present, he is the Service Manager of the Ad‐
missions and Medical Department of Millard Health in
Edmonton. He joined the Knights of Columbus in Sep‐
tember 1999 and became a 3rd Degree member in No‐
vember 2000.
In spite of his busy schedule, he finds time to regularly
volunteer in his Council’s pancake breakfast, hamper
delivery, recruitment drives, Squires Counselor of
Brother Anthony Kowalcyk Squires Circle 4759; member
of the Holy Family Parish Council for five years, including
two years as Chairperson; led the Parish Refugee Spon‐
sorship Committee and Children’s Liturgy; player and
soccer coach. To continue his commitment in the devel‐
State Affairs, Volume 14, Number 5, June 2011

opment of youth, he will become a Chief Counselor in
the upcoming 2011‐2012 Columbian Year.
The better half, Mary, is also a certified McKenzie thera‐
pist and graduated from the University of Alberta with a
Bachelor of Science in Physical Therapy in 1994. It is
heartwarming to note that Mary stayed home for four
years to care for their children when they were young.
Mary is a member of CWL, an acolyte, chaperon for the
parish youth group who will be attending the upcoming
2011 World Youth Day, head of the parish’s linen com‐
mittee, was a chairperson of the parent council for Vidal
Grandin Catholic School and volunteer physical therapist
for a number of sports teams, participated in the Run
for Cure Cancer fund‐raiser and a community canvasser
for the Heart and Stroke Foundation.
Brother Sam and Mary accept their role in guiding and
directing their children. In turn, their wonderful example
has been blessed through the strong and positive atti‐
tude and character of their children in church, school,
youth activities, sports and community.
Their eldest daughter, Gina, is a Grade 12 student at St.
Albert High School. She was a winner of the St. Albert
Painters Guild Art Scholarship. As well, she is a perform‐
ing artist, was nominated Young Artist of the Year for
the St. Albert Arts Festival, leader for the parish chil‐
dren’s liturgy program, involved with the Life Teen and
Young Life groups, a competitive speed skater, ringette
and soccer player.
The second daughter, Stephanie, is an honor student in
the Grade 11 International Baccalaureate Program at St.
Albert Catholic High School. She is a tutor for junior high
school students in mathematics and science. She won
the Religion Award when she was in Grade 9. She is
member of a prayer group, altar server and belongs to a
parish youth group that is planning a pilgrimage to Ma‐
drid for World Youth Day. Together with her older sister,
they were on the same soccer team which won the city
championship, She also plays basketball, volleyball, track
and badminton.
The youngest child, Emilio, is a Grade 8 honor student at
Richard S. Fowler School. He received the literacy and
service awards in elementary school. He is an altar
server, an active Squire, plays basketball in the St. Al‐
bert’s Knights of Columbus league and has played soccer
with the St. Albert Impact League..
(Continued on page 12)
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Congratulations
Families of the Month
2010 ‐ 2011

January 2011
John & Claire Kloster
Frank & Minette Coady
Rob & Kara Liber
Elmer & Mary Stang
Michael & Marie McDougall
Shane & Miriam Handfield
Scott Simpson
Lorne & Kristi Henry

Edmonton Council #1184
St. Christopher Council #4788
Father Bonner Council #7599
Airdrie Council #8045
Father Albert Newman Council #8470
Our Lady of the Hill council #13064
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312
St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

February 2011
Bruce & Linda Bramhill
Ken & Rose Vincent
Joel & Myra Masiglat
Maurice & Jeanette Gariepy
Arturo Gomez & Claudia Ramirez
Bruce & Rena Maurer

Edmonton Council #1184
Father Bonner Council #7599
Airdrie Council #8045
Our Lady of the Hill council #13064
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312
St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

March 2011
Michael & Jessie Jacobs
Rudy & Theresa Chowaniec
Rudy & Sharon Pisesky
Christopher & Laura Jacyk
James & Ingrid Walters
John & Pebbles DeRuiter
Ian Kimery& Martinez Ortiz
Daniel & Stacy Barube

Edmonton Council #1184
St. Christopher Council #4788
Father Bonner Council #7599
Airdrie Council #8045
Father Albert Newman Council #8470
Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312
St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492
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Congratulations
Families of the Month
2010 ‐ 2011
April 2011
Nelson & Patricia Choma
Mark & Tina Steffler
Edward & Josephine Scott
Andrew & Roxane Gorman
Ken & Kathleen Fitzpatrick
Alejandro & Maria Sarmiento

Father Bonner Council #7599
Airdrie Council #8045
Father Albert Newman Council #8470
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312
Brother Anthony Council #10014
St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

Winners of the Standing Holy Family Statue

January 2011
Shane & Miriam Handfield

Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064

February 2011
Aurturo & Claudia Gomez

Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312

March 2011
Christopher & Laura Jacyk

Airdrie Council #8045

April 2011
Edward & Josephine Scott

Father Albert Newman Council #8470
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From the State Vocations Chairman

From the State Mass Times Booklet Chairman

By Ed Matheson

By Ed Matheson

Mass Times Booklet Project

W
Vocations
Important

W

Important

Important
June 2011

orthy Grand Knights
Worthy Financial Secretaries

Please organize and do the following programs in
the coming Columbian Year. Check pages 9 and 10
of your SUPPLY CATALOG and order the needed
materials for these Vocations programs.
RSVP: Support the Seminarians in your area, See
the Council Report Forms Booklet, pages 27 & 28.
PENNIES FOR HEAVEN: Decide on the fund raising
events for this required program and submit your
Commitment by December 15.
VOCATIONS AWARENESS IN SCHOOLS: See Section
0 of the Grand Knights Manual and then Talk to the
Schools, they WILL WANT TO DO IT!

June 2011
orthy District Deputies
Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries,

As our current issue is effective until January 2012, I
will continue to encourage Councils to order 1 Mass
Times Booklet for each family in their Council.
The public is very appreciative of being able to or‐
der their own book (or books) for their families year
after year, upon seeing it in the Hotels/ Motels
guest rooms. How about you?
Thanks your & JUST DO IT!
Have a restful summer and be ready to go when the
Council begins operations
Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to: K of C Council 4530,
18415‐ 80 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8

Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:

Thank you & don't just stand around and wonder,
JUST DO IT! You’ll feel better about yourself and
others who work with you.

Date:

Have a restful summer and don't get too sun burnt.

Name of Person Ordering:

Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐6484 (H)
(780) 717‐2123 (C)
(780) 487‐9586 (F)
E‐mail: edmath@telus.net
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Number of Booklets Required:

Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐6484(H)
(780) 717‐2123(C)
(780) 487‐9586(F)
E‐mail: edmath@telus.net
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca
Message from the State Deputy

August 2011
Message from the State Chaplain

“A message from your
New State Deputy”

“The only person that can
help us overcome our
weakness is Christ”
Gary H. Johnson

B

rother Knights,

Thanks to all of you who attended our recent State Con‐
vention in Calgary!
It was a great weekend for all!
At the State Deputy Meeting in New Haven in June, our
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson brought us some power‐
ful and inspiring words on being a member of the
Knights of Columbus! He really stressed the importance
of encouraging every Catholic Gentleman to join our
Order and share the benefits of how membership en‐
riches our lives as well as the lives of our families!
So, as we begin our 2011‐2012 Columbian Year, let’s
look around our Parish community and reach out to one
or two Catholic Gentlemen and invite them to join our
Order! We know what it has done for us. Let’s share it!
An unfortunate fact of life is that we lost over 200
Brother Knights in Alberta/NWT last year alone and over
the next few years, that annual number will only grow
as the Baby Boomers who make up the larger portion of
our population, pass away.
It therefore is critical that if we want to insure the sur‐
vival of our own local Council as well as the survival of
our Order, we must continue to introduce as many
Catholic families to the Knights of Columbus as possible!
(Continued on page 12)

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

D

ear Brother Knights,

We are just beginning the new Columbian year and
our thoughts are directed to the goals and aims of
this year. The motto which our State Deputy chose
may inspire a few thoughts for action. “Men of in‐
tegrity.” The word integrity comes from the Latin
“integer” meaning whole or untouched. The logo
invites us to be men who are good and right. We all
know how difficult this is and that we are often
halfhearted and unjust. The only one who can help
us to overcome our weakness is Christ, who was all
good and all right. He wants to show us the way to
this perfection of integrity in our daily lives. Noth‐
ing spectacular but every day living as persons who,
like Christ work for goodness and justice in our
homes, our work places, our social life.
May the Lord and his Holy Mother bless you and
your families. Vivat Jesus!
Father Henry Rosenbaum,
State Chaplain SAC

From the State Secretary

From
thethe
State
Treasurer
From
Treasurer

By William Smith

By W. Charles Russell

T

he 2011‐2012 year has begun with a bang.
Our Past State Deputy has joined the Circle
of Honor and should be congratulated. However,
he could not have done it alone. This is a team ef‐
fort, and we all helped this jurisdiction to reach its
goals.
Our new State Deputy, Gary Johnson has started his
first year with seminars to communicate with the
Councils what our expectations are for the coming
year. ALL COUNCILS MUST ATTEND THE SEMI‐
NARS. For the returning Council Executives it is an
opportunity to help the new Council Executives.
The seminar will give us a fresh start. We all learn
something and have something to gain from the
information being presented. As only a few Coun‐
cils reached Star Council Status, we all need to be
there.
For the incoming Council Recorders, the minutes of
each meeting are a record of the activities and con‐
duct of the Council meetings. These records must
be maintained by date and be available to all Coun‐
cil members. They should be concise, and be brief.
If the recorder cannot be present at a meeting, the
Grand Knight must assign a member to take the re‐
corders place and the minutes should be presented
to the recorder to add to his portfolio before the
next meeting.
Communication within the Council is important to
ensure the members and their families are in‐
formed. If Councils send out minutes and agendas
on email, make sure those that do not have email
are provided a written copy.

H

appy New Year! No, I’m not late nor am I
early. Happy New “Columbian Year!”

As we start our year, I wish you all a good and pros‐
perous recruitment year, a solid year full of activi‐
ties that will enrich the lives of our Church commu‐
nity, our Council community, our Public community
and last but not least our own personal lives.
Please ensure that all required forms have been
returned to Supreme and State Offices.
Form #185 (Report of Officers) was due July 1
Form #365 (Service Program personnel) due August
1
Form #1295 (Semi‐annual audit) due August 15
Congratulations to all newly elected Council Offi‐
cers and welcome back to the returning Council Of‐
ficers. Please ensure that the Installation of Officers
takes place as soon as possible, if not already done.
Vivat Jesus!
Charles Russell,
State Treasurer

The children were lined up in the cafeteria
of a Catholic elementary school for lunch.
At the head of the table was a large pile of apples.
The nun made a note, and posted on the apple tray:
"Take only ONE. God is watching."

I am looking forward to representing you next year
as State Secretary and meeting many of you at the
various activities and events you will be hosting.
Thank you for your support.
William Smith,
State Secretary
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Moving further along the lunch line,
at the other end of the table was a large pile
of chocolate chip cookies. A child had written a note,
"Take all you want. God is watching the apples."
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B

From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Ronald Schuster

By Vince Reyes

rother Knights

As we enter into our first month of the new Colum‐
bian year, we must focus on preparing programs for
12 months out of the year, not merely 10 months
as most Councils tend to do. We may think that, as
there are not many meetings held in July and Au‐
gust, that our Charity stops for that time frame.
Well, I have news for everyone, it does not.
If all Councils begin their Columbian year in July for
recruitment and programs, there is a lot less de‐
mand in the fall.
Through‐out this Columbian year you will be receiv‐
ing correspondence from myself in regards to your
various responsibilities from State and Supreme. I
will be consistently posting more information on
our K of C web site: www.kofc.ab.ca, for everyone
to view. You will receive immediate response from
myself or any State Board Members.
Please take advantage of this web site and feel free
to send me an email with any concerns you may
have. I am here and look forward to assisting you in
any way that I may.
Have a blessed and safe summer.
God Bless you and your family.

Brother Ron Schuster
State Advocate
stateadvocate@kofc.ab.ca

“What is Protocol?”

I

n this issue and in the next couple issues of
“State Affairs,” we will endeavor to discuss
protocol. What then is protocol? According to the
official definition of the Knights of Columbus,
“protocol is the rigid code setting forth the degree
of obedience, the order of
precedence, the rules of official and social behav‐
ior.” In protocol, there is no rule for every situation.
However, by applying common courtesy and proper
consideration for the office represented by the per‐
son, we will never go wrong.
We always take pride in saying that, aside from our
ceremonials, our protocol makes us unique and dis‐
tinct as compared to other organizations. That said,
it is everybody’s business to promote and practice
religiously our long established protocol to ensure
the continued growth of our Order.
The Grand Knight (GK), as the Chief Executive Offi‐
cer and presiding Officer in the Council, is mainly
responsible for 13 areas of protocol:
1) In Conducting Meetings:
• Strict compliance with the Charter, Con‐
stitution and Laws of the Knights of Co‐
lumbus, the Council’s By‐laws and ac‐
cording to parliamentary procedure.
• Must remain standing at all times.
• Must control the meeting politely but
firmly and should prevent any sidebar
discussions.
• If a member wants to speak, he rises
and addresses the GK as “Worthy Grand
Knight” and salutes at the same time
with the sign which represents the tree
of the cross. The GK returns the salute
with the sign which represents the arm
of the cross.
• The GK must address his Officers by
their proper title, for example: “ Worthy
(Continued on page 13)
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W

From the Agency

From the State Communications & PR Director

Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Michael Anctil

H

hy Choose Us?

We are strong
The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal benefit soci‐
ety that is strong, secure and stable. Members can
be confident that we’ll be here when you need us.
We’ve been successfully protecting families since
1882, and our outlook remains bright.
Don’t just take our word for it.
• Standard & Poor’s has given us their high‐
est rating (AAA, Extremely Strong) for 18
consecutive years.
•

A.M. Best has bestowed on us their high‐
est rating (A++, Superior) for 35 consecu‐
tive years.

•

The Insurance Marketplace Standards As‐
sociation (IMSA) has given us their certifi‐
cation for our ethical business and mar‐
keting practices.

Only three insurance companies in the United
States can claim these three accolades. In Canada,
we stand alone with these endorsements.
Remember, in 2009, the Knights of Columbus gave
more than $150 million to Catholic and other chari‐
table causes. In these uncertain times, find comfort
in an organization that leads the way in doing good
for others while doing good for our own.

We are secure
Since 1882, we have been committed to protecting
the financial futures of our Knights and their fami‐
lies. We do this by paying claims and dividends to
our insured members. In 2009, we paid well over
$431 million in death claims and other benefits,
and more than $309 million in dividends to our
(Continued on page 9)
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ello my Brother Knights,

My name is Michael Anctil and I’m the new Com‐
munications and Public Relations Director for our
jurisdiction. I’ve spent the last six years as the Dis‐
trict Deputy of Medicine Hat, Bow Island and
Acadia Valley. One of my main goals is to help our
Grand Knights and District Deputies communicate
with their members and/or executive better.
There are many ways we can communicate these
days and it’s important to use the one that works
best for you. District Deputies, it’s very important
as the personal representative of the Supreme
Knight Carl Anderson and State Deputy Gary John‐
son that you pass on the vast amount of informa‐
tion from Supreme and State to your Grand Knights
and Council executive in a timely manner. The best
way that I found to pass on the information was a
group email list. I simply had to forward the infor‐
mation to the group email address and within a
minute the executive in my District would receive
the information. I always had the read receipt box
checked so that I could find out who was reading
and using the information.
Other ways to communicate is text messaging,
newsletter, phone calls, face book, twitter, and
Council website. At the St. Albert and St. Paul re‐
gional meetings I was asked a few questions about
the State website so I contacted Joseph Duenas,
our State Technology Chairman for some answers.
Joseph told me that all the information on the State
website has to be approved by the State Communi‐
cations Director, State office and/or the State
Board.
If you have photos or any information you want up‐
loaded to the State website please forward it to me
at manctil@memlane.com or Shauna at the State
Office stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca . If you have a State
event please forward the information and if ap‐
(Continued on page 10)
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From the State Program Director

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By John F. Majowski

By Daniel Schmitz

W

orthy Grand Knights, Council Officers,
Council Directors and Brother Knights,

The State Council Directors and Chairmen would
like to extend our congratulations to the newly
elected officers in each Council. I want to take this
opportunity to welcome each of you to a new Co‐
lumbian year and to personally thank each of you
for stepping up and taking a leadership role in your
Council.
The summer is a great time to relax and spend time
with your family and friends. It is also a good time
to start planning service program activities for the
new Fraternal Year. Service programs foster the
charity, unity and fraternity of our Order. Good pro‐
grams involve your members, and they stimulate
commitment and develop your future leaders. They
also encourage prospective members to join the
Knights of Columbus in service.
If you have not done so already, please appoint
your Council's Program Directors, submit your Offi‐
cers and Service Program Personnel Report
and start planning your service program activities.
Knights of Columbus activities provide something
for everyone. Each member has specific talents that
he can offer for the good of the community and the
Order. Each Council should select projects that are
workable and most appropriate for a particular
area. There are six areas of involvement open to
members: Church, Community, Council, Family,
Pro‐Life and Youth. Whatever area a member
chooses, working with young people, supporting
pro‐life efforts or coordinating civic involvement,
the Council should work to find out how to best
utilize that member's interests and talents. This in‐
volvement demonstrates why so many Catholic
men and their families have joined the Knights of
Columbus.
(Continued on page 10)
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W

orthy Brothers,

Welcome to all the new incoming Grand Knights,
Deputy Grand Knights and Council Executives. I
hope that you had a great summer and am looking
forward to a happy eventful year working with you.
A huge part of that experience of a lifetime.
You are needed to ensure that your Council or
Assembly appoints a Pennies for Heaven Chairman
for your Council and to remember to put out a jar
at your meetings, have little fund raising events and
get some cheques off to Red Deer. Put a special
member in charge of this. $5 ‐ $10 / month makes a
difference.
It is the charity and unity of the entire state that
make our spare change collected from meetings
add up. I know our Bishops can count on your con‐
tinued generosity because this is what the Knights
and pennies for heaven are all about.
And remember – EVERY PENNY COUNTS!
EVERY VOCATION COUNTS!
God Bless,
Daniel Schmitz
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the AlbertaNorthwest Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Submission
Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Road SE, Medicine Hat, AB T1B 1L9
E-Mail: manctil@memlane.com
Telephone: (403) 526-4058
Or
State Council Office
#4, 5579 - 47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca
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From the Master of the Fourth Degree

From the State Membership Director

By Michael Drewniak

By Brad Cody

MASTER
of
ALBERTA SOUTH DISTRICT #10
Simon Fraser Province

W

orthy State Deputy, State Board, District
Deputies, Grand Knights and my Brother
Knights all.
How many of you are 4th Degree members? Have
you ever considered joining the 4th Degree?
Those that have attained their Third Degree and
have been long time members of the Order should
consider joining the 4th Degree in order to fulfill
your journey as a Knight of Columbus.
Patriotism was added to the Order’s original three
principles of Charity, Unity and Fraternity on Febru‐
ary 22, 1900 in New York City. At this first Exempli‐
fication, over 1000 candidates stood to take their
Fourth Degree. In Canada the inaugural Exemplifi‐
cation was held on July 14, 1907 in Montreal. We
are now 111 years young with a long history in our
Order. 1000 candidates! Can you imagine that num‐
ber of brother Knights in one room? Even our An‐
nual State Conventions do not even match half that
number. I had the opportunity in June to attend an
Exemplification in Toronto which 140 candidates
were exemplified into the 4th Degree, and I thought
that was something compared to our 10 to 50 can‐
didates we have here in Alberta for our Exemplifica‐
tions. I would like to see those numbers increase.
That’s where you 3rd Degree Knights come into
play. Do your patriotic duty and join us.
Patriotism not only refers to your duty to your
Country but also to our Church and our God.

j

elcome to 2011‐2012 Columbian Year, Worthy
Brother Knights. As you know we were able to achieve
“Circle of Honor” for our IPSD Neil Gannon last year.
Congratulations to both Neil and each of you for helping
in any way to achieve this accomplishment. It is indeed
a wonderful accomplishment. Thank you and be proud.
That said, we are now faced with new challenges and a
new year. We need to start working on recruitment and
retention; this is a 365 day a year job. There can be no
down time. I know we will all work toward achieving
our assigned goals and be able to enjoy another success‐
ful year 2011‐2012. Let’s get started on July 1, 2011 and
we can be finished well before the year wraps up.
I want to share a short poem with you, hopefully for you
to read at your Council Meeting and to keep in mind as
it applies to the life of your Council and our Order.

The Value of a Member
Ten little members standing in a line
One disliked the president, and then there were nine.
Nine ambitious members offered to work late
One forgot his promise then there were eight.
Eight creative members had ideas as good as heaven
One lost enthusiasm, and then there were seven.
Seven loyal members got into a fix
They quarreled over programs, and then there were six.
Six members remained with Spirit and drive
One moved away, and then there were five.
Five steadfast members wished there were more
One became indifferent, and then there were four.
Four cheerful members who never disagree
Until one complained of meetings, and then there were
three.
Three eager members, what will they do?
One got discouraged, and then there were two.
Two earnest members, each enrolled one more
Doubling their numbers, and then there were four.
Four determined members just could not wait
Until each one another, then there were eight.
Eight excited members signed up sixteen more.
In another six verses there will be
A thousand and twenty four.

(FOR THE REST OF THIS ARTICLE SEE PACKAGE.)
Author Unknown
(Continued on page 11)

Page 6

State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 1, August 2011

41st Annual Grand Knights Ball held by Council
4878. Grand Knight Make Bakk presents PGK and
DD Mike & Sheryl Discroll with Council PGK gavel &
plaque

Grand Knight Bruce Barnett of Council #9280 St.
Martha’s Lethbridge receives a 25 year award for
his Council, for their consistent exceptional service
to the State from District Deputy Keith Armstrong.

Grand Knight Joe Quinn of Council #7135 Clare‐
sholm receives awards for 1st and 2nd prize win‐
ners in the State Essay contest from District Deputy
Keith Armstrong

Siobhan Spitzig receives the 1st place trophy for
the 2010‐2011 State Oratorical Contest from Dis‐
trict Deputy Keith Armstrong

Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can submit to the state office though
email at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg
format. Please provide a brief description of the picture.
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 1, August 2011

2011 Canada Day BBQ put on by Council #9280.
Profit from this event came to a total of $2634.98.
Great work Brother Knights.
Page 7

George Hanna, Senior V.P. of Fraternal Affairs at
the Supreme Office announced in mid July that
Wally Streit is the Top Recruiter for the order for
the 2010‐2011 Columbian year. Wally recruited
199 new members during the year (Total life to
Date 1,476). Wally’s intake for the year ensured
that our jurisdiction achieved Circle O Honor
status.

Dean Fitzpatrick Council #1732 take part in the An‐
nual Chili Cook‐off in downtown Medicine Hat The
council won $100.00 for the best decorated dis‐
play. Pictured left to right: Ken Bosch, Earl Berard,
Sandy Morrice, District Deputy Jeff Neumann and
Grand Knight Dan White.
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Fundraising Committee with plaque dedicated to
Father Michael J. McGivney Hall. Committee Mem‐
bers: Leo Bunz, Ken Beauchamp, Leo Klein, Guy
Blasetti and Wally Muscoby.

Brother Knight Leo Bunz standing next to the
plaque for Father Michael J. McGivney at Hall of St.
Mary’s University College. This event took place on
June 12, 2011.
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From the Foundation
By Robert Kruchten, President

D

ear Brothers;

Greetings in the summer of 2011.I hope your sum‐
mer is blessed with happy times. To the Brothers
who attended the DD’s Meeting in June, thank you
for your attention and support to the Foundation
information.
Briefly, here are three items that you should know
about concerning your charitable foundation.
1. At the June Foundation meeting the following
charities were awarded funds from
the Foundation:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Living Waters College of Art‐$1000.00
Camp Cadicasu‐$2000.00
Discovery House‐$800.00‐by Bragg Creek
Camp Encounter‐$1500.00
Central Alberta Pregnancy Care Center‐
$1000.00
Bosco Homes ‐$1000.00
St. Mary’s University College ‐$10,000.00
Pregnancy Crisis Centre, Edmonton for Ultra
Sound Equipment‐$4000.00
Natural Family Planning ‐$1000.00
Corner Stone of Faith‐$15000.00

2 .Our letter campaign of the spring asking Brothers
Knights to consider making a monetary donation to
assist the Foundation to continue its work to sup‐
port charities on behalf of all Alberta Knights was a
success. My sincerest thanks to the Brothers who
made a contribution to our appeal. The Foundation
is still accepting offerings.
3. Clergy/Knights Golf Day, Monday ,September
26,2011. Please join the Foundation in saluting our
dedicated Alberta Clergy by sponsoring and bring‐
ing your Priests and Deacons to the Clergy/Knights
Golf Day on September 26,2011. All proceeds real‐
ized from this Salute The Clergy Day will be
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 4, General Agent)

policyholders. Even more impressive is the fact that
from 2000 to 2009 the Knights of Columbus paid
$3.191 billion in dividends to insured members.

We are stable
Prudent leadership and management has led to the
rapid growth of our assets, providing an adequate
foundation for our member’s protection, and secur‐
ing our obligations to our insured and their benefi‐
ciaries. Also, because we are a fraternal benefit so‐
ciety, we have no stockholders. Our owners are our
members and we return our good fortune in the
form of dividends to our policyholders.
For more information contact your Fraternal Bene‐
fit Advisor, or the Alberta/NWT Regional Office at
(403) 343‐2242 for the name of an Advisor for your
area.
Marc Bouchard,
General Agent
(Continued from page 12, State Pro-Life Chair Couple)

5. Participation to the Alberta March for life in
Edmonton
6. This year The Silver Rose Run including a
short parade with our Fourth Degree mem‐
bers
7. Another float in the Canada Day parade.
No I am not bragging about all this but just showing
you that it is not that hard to do pro‐life activities,
just as our good friend Ed says “Just do it!” Remem‐
ber and pray often as a Council or individually for
the sanctity of life from conception to natural
death, for the sick and the disable, your families as
we all need help in our life.
From the desk of your Pro‐Life Chair‐Couple
Patrice & Helene Roussel
Make this page available to all your council mem‐
bers and maybe your church bulletin with the ap‐
proval of your priest.
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From the State Community Director
By Ryszard Kazek

B

rother Knights,

Community can be described as “the place where
we live”or “the people around us”. As Knights, our
role must include the constant awareness of our
surroundings and the continuous need to be
involved. Your creativity has no limit. Evaluate the
needs of your community and implement those
programs and activities that are needed most. By
doing so, the Council will help to make things bet‐
ter in the community.
Volunteering at schools, community clubs, coaching
teams, visiting the elderly and infirmed and helping
those with special needs are only a few examples of
our community’s needs. Some of our State’s
ongoing community programs include: Canadian
Wheelchair Foundation, Special Olympics, Habitat
for Humanity and Pro Life; while other common
community programs are: blood donor clinics,
Coats for Kids and helping local food banks. Look
for something that is needed in your community –
aid individuals with disabilities, help the aged, fight
poverty.
Every individual Council, every individual Knight has
a voice in shaping the world around him and every
individual should have the opportunity for action,
implementing his programs and activities in a way
that works.
No matter what activities you undertake, do get
involved and do make a difference.
God bless!
Ryszard Kazek
State Community Director

(Continued from page 5 State Program Director)

Please read the “Surge with Service” manual. There
are also many resources and ideas available
through the Internet, from other Councils as well as
from the monthly publications of KNIGHTLINE and
COLUMBIA.
"We are all Servants in Christ, and the very Heart of
the Knights of Columbus is our service to one an‐
other." It is through your words and actions that
the Knights of Columbus are recognized for their
services.
The State Council is eager for you to succeed and
we want to be an integral part of your preparations
for the coming year. Should you have any questions
or suggestions, please contact each of the individ‐
ual Directors, Chairmen or myself.
We had a great 2010‐2011 Year, so let’s have even
a better 2011‐2012 Fraternal Year. Make a differ‐
ence in someone’s life!
Vivat Jesus!
John Majowski
State Program Director
(Continued from page 4, State Communications & PR Director)

proved we will put it on the website. This also is the
same for the State Affairs. Our State website
www.kofc.ab.ca needs you to forward information
to be shared with our Brother Knights. Your State
Communication team includes John Luk, Ed Mathe‐
son, Al Girard, James Danielson, Tony Lemay and
Joseph Duenas.
Thank you to these Brother Knights for continuing
with their role on this committee. Please contact
anyone of us with any questions or concerns that
you may have.
Thank you and God Bless.
Michael Anctil,
State Communications &PR Director
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From the State Vocations Chairman

(Continued from page 9 Foundation President)

awarded to the Corner stone of Faith Campaign for
St. Joseph’s Seminary. If you need more informa‐
tion about the Golf Day, please contact me. Also,
please do not forget to bring and sponsor retired
priests to the Golf day.

By Ed Matheson

Brothers, thanks for your support for the Alberta
Charitable Foundation.
Important

W

Vocations
Important

Important
July 2011

orthy District Deputies
Worthy Grand Knights
Worthy Financial Secretaries

This is especially for all NEWLY ELECTED DISTRICT DEPU‐
TIES AND GRAND KNIGHTS as well as those continuing
in their position of leadership in our jurisdiction.
VOCATIONS AWARENESS IN SCHOOLS
It is a known fact that children become aware of the
possibility of a vocation while in grade 4, 5 and 6 in
school. Their young minds need to be fostered by get‐
ting to know Priests, Sister and those in a religious or‐
ganizations as well as the support of the parents.
The Knights of Columbus in AB/NWT have an excellent
program in this regard, It is in Section ‘O’ of the Grand
Knights Manual. Please get familiar with his program
and urge your Council to participate by following the
procedures outlined in Section ‘O’. You will find that
success of this program in your Council will be appreci‐
ated by all your members and remember IT IS THE CHIL‐
DREN WHO BENEFIT FROM THE INTEREST AND EF‐
FORTS GIVEN BY THE COUNCIL MEMBERS. EVERYONE
WINS.
The Calgary Knights have a good program going and are
very successful in having the schools participate. I can
get you in contact there with the Knight who is driving
their program, let me know and I will have him call you.
So the time to start is RIGHT NOW. There is a letter on
the subject accompanying this STATE AFFAIRS, get it,
read it and give it to your member who will be responsi‐

God Bless all in the forthcoming Columbian year.
Fraternally,
Bob Kruchten
Foundation President

(Continued from page 6 Membership Director)

The moral of the little poem is that our ranks can quickly
diminish for many varied reasons, any of which will re‐
sult in our order becoming irrelevant and non‐existing.
Each one of us has an obligation to introduce a friend or
stranger to our Order, and to help keep our current
members engaged in the good work we do every year.
When each of us does just a little work on recruitment
and retention our Councils and our Order is stronger
and we are all better off, as demonstrated by showing
that determination can result in strong steady recovery.
Your State Membership team invites every District Dep‐
uty and every Grand Knight to encourage every member
to seek out one practical Catholic gentleman and intro‐
duce him to our Order. Just imagine if we all took up
this little challenge how our membership could grow
and how much work we could complete for our Priests,
Church, Order and Communities.
I look forward to seeing you at the upcoming Regional
Seminars in your area. Together, we can accomplish any
membership goal put before us. We simply need to
have a positive attitude and refuse to be the last two
“earnest members”.
Have a great summer

Vivat Jesus
Brad Cody
State Membership Director

(Continued on page 12)
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From the State Pro-Life Couple
By Patrice &Helene Roussel

P

ro‐life message:

Since the Convention, I had the opportunity
to visit different areas of our jurisdiction to other
meetings. All Councils that are planning their Co‐
lumbian year to reach Star Council need to know
that they need to include a pro‐life program, sepa‐
rate from all other categories. Refer to your new
Surge with Service for more details. Some of you
missed this award last year for lack of knowledge.

During the Regional Seminar, you will receive some
information on programs that are available to you;
the most important one is your participation to a
March for Life as a Council. The March covers the
entire requirement for your pro‐life category to
reach Star Council. Remember this and let no one
discourage you from joining the Alberta March for
Life next spring on May 17. Some said to me last
year that they did not know about it or found other
excuses not to participate, well this year you all
know the value that this brings to your Councils.
While you plan on coming, plan to bring your Coun‐
cil’s banners and pro‐life message in a catholic way.
After all life is sacred; a gift from God. More infor‐
mation will follow during the year but the date is
May 17 2012, so write it down in your agenda and
book this day for this event.
Is your Council pro‐life active? Here are some of the
activities my Council took part of last year:
1. Beautification of the monument to the unborn
at the church
2. The annual life
chain first Sunday
of October
3. Christmas pa‐
rade, we put a
float with a pro‐
life team
4. Prayer service
for the unborn
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 11)

ble to manage this VERY NECESSARY PROGRAM FOR
YOUR CHILDREN.
Thank you & don't just stand around and wonder, find
the letter and LETS DO IT!! You’ll feel better about your‐
self and other who work with you.
Have a restful summer and enjoy our changeable
weather.
Ed Matheson
State Vocations
(780) 487‐6484 (H), 717‐2123 (C)
(780) 487‐9586 (F)
E‐mail: edmath@telus.net
(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

To those of you who will be returning as a District Dep‐
uty or who have been asked to serve as a District Dep‐
uty for the first time for the 2011‐2012 Columbian Year,
I look forward to seeing you all at the Regional Officer
Seminars and Parish Membership Campaigns being
held throughout our Jurisdiction from July through Sep‐
tember.
I would to thank my fellow Board members, our State
Program Directors and their team members as well as
those District Deputies, who participated in the Officer
Seminars held on Saturday, July 16th in the morning in
St. Albert and in the afternoon in St. Paul followed by a
membership campaign there at their 5 pm Mass.
A special thank you to our Host District Deputies, the
Seminars, Brothers Vittorio Cerminara and Renee
Amyotte as well as members of Brother Anthony Council
in St. Albert and Grandin Council in St. Paul for hosting
the seminars!
To the new or returning Grand Knights, we sincerely
thank each and every one of you as well as your execu‐
tive for serving your respective Councils for 2011‐2012!
Please do not hesitate to call upon your District Deputy
or myself if we can support you in any way.
Sincerely wishing all of you a great 2011‐2012 Colum‐
bian Year!
On behalf of my wife Cheryl and myself, we wish you all
an enjoyable and safe summer! Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson
State Deputy
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From the State Financial Secretaries Chairman

(Continued from page 3 State Warden)

By Ed Matheson

W

orthy Grand Knights
Worthy Financial Secretaries

July 2011

•

•

For FS’s
If you have not received your package of
2011/2012 Council Program Material, call a Council
in your District to see if they received their pack‐
age, if not call Supreme 1 800 380‐9995 and en‐
quire.
Help all the newly appointed program personnel to
get started by ordering all the program materials
for them as soon as possible so that activities can
start.
Accidental Death Insurance is effective for both
Knights and Wives with PAID up Dues. Advise
every member that has not paid.
Thank you Brother FS’s & JUST DO IT!
Have a pleasant summer and be ready for full
speed in September to get all your programs going.
Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐6484 (H)
(780) 717‐2123 (C)
(780) 487‐9586 (F)
Email: edmath@telus.net

"We cannot keep to ourselves the
words of eternal life given to us in
our encounter with Jesus Christ:
they are meant for everyone, for
every man and woman. ... It is our
responsibility to pass on what, by
God's grace, we ourselves have received." -Pope Benedict XVI

•

•

Deputy Grand Knight Vic.”
All members who are not Officers should
be recognized as “Brother,” for example:
“Brother John.”
All speech must be directed to the chair,
for example: “Worthy Grand Knight,
may I ask Worthy Treasurer Dave to sub‐
mit a financial report every month.”
The GK speaks in the third person, for
example: “Your Grand Knight reports
that our Council has now reached 150%
of our goal in membership.”
On the other hand, members should
speak of the chair in the third person,
for example: “Worthy Grand Knight, will
the chair please explain how our Council
can attain the Star Council Award?”

2) Dignitaries at Meetings:
• Must be seated in a place of honor com‐
mensurate with their position.
• State Officer or District Deputy when
present at his home Council, need not
be recognized unless invited or requests
recognition.
• If a dignitary, priest or special guest
should arrive while a meeting is in pro‐
gress, the GK should instruct the War‐
den to escort him to the head table.
Then the GK will rap the gavel 3 times
for all to stand. The guest will occupy a
seat of honor in front of the room, fac‐
ing the membership.
3) Dress Code:
• The GK leads by example by being neatly
and properly dressed.
Topics next issue: Mingling with members, Rela‐
tionship of the District Deputy and Grand Knight,
Correspondence and Invitations. Adapted from Su‐
preme booklet # 1612‐6/93 & Maryland Grand
Knights Handbook, 1998‐1999.
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes, State Warden
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Congratulations
Families of the Month
2010 ‐ 2011
May 2011
Jose & Sherin Puthusserry
Deogratias & Ester Rweyongeza
Joseph & Patricia Gallagher
Robert & Barbara Brilz
Everett & Mariette Gorman

Edmonton Council #1184
Father Bonner Council #7599
Father Albert Newman Council #8470
Brother Anthony Council #10014
Monsignor Joseph Malone Council #13312

June 2011
Marion & Patricia Hryniw
Roger & Juliette Pollok

Father Bonner Council #7599
Brother Anthony Council #10014

Winners of the Standing Holy Family Statue

May 2011
Jose & Sherin Puthusserry

Edmonton Council #1184

June 2011
Roger & Juliette Pollok

Brother Anthony Council #10014
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From the State Youth Director

From the State Mass Times Booklet Chairman

By Adam LaGrange

By Ed Matheson

rother Knights,

Allow me to introduce myself, my name is Adam La‐
Grange and I am the new State Youth Director for this
new Columbian Year. I am looking forward to working
with John Kelly our Free Throw Chairman and James
Knapp our Columbian Squires Chairman throughout my
term as Youth Director.
The youth in our State, our Districts and our Councils
can be the key to membership quotas. By allowing your
Councils and Districts to sponsor youth activities; you
are in part helping to groom youth gentlemen to the
ways of the Knights of Columbus. With many youth pro‐
grams within our Councils, we can view these as tools to
help us grow in our membership not just as expendi‐
tures. My goal as State Youth Director is to help further
this transition of young gentlemen within our Parishes
to Brother Knights within our Councils.
By allowing and sharing youth activities between Coun‐
cils we can, as a State, not only keep our focus on the
family but also help drive our membership for future
years. The Squires are a very good example of how we
can help young gentlemen along their spiritual path.
Squire Circles help us to groom these young gentlemen,
so when the time comes, they can see the benefits of
the Knights of Columbus and want to participate in a
charitable organization that is fraternally driven to help
unite all Brother Knights in the common goal of adher‐
ing to our founders vision.
So make the youth a priority in your Councils and in your
Districts. We can watch our membership flourish year to
year and we can also give our fraternalism and unity to a
new generation of young men who are eager to make a
difference. If you have any questions about youth Pro‐
grams or Squire Circles you can email me at
adam_lagrange1@hotmail.com

Mass Times Booklet Project

W

July 2011
orthy District Deputies
Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries,

As our current issue is effective until January 2012, I
will continue to encourage Councils to order 1 Mass
Times Booklet for each family in their Council.
The public is very appreciative of being able to or‐
der their own book upon seeing it in the Hotels/
Motels guest rooms. How about you?
Just received an order from a Council for 50 books,
they are in the mail already.
Thanks your & JUST DO IT!
Have a restful summer and be ready to go when the
Council begins operations
Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to: K of C Council 4530,
18415‐ 80 Ave
Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:
Date:
Number of Booklets Required:
Name of Person Ordering:

Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8

Vivat Jesus!
Adam LaGrange
State Youth Director
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Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐6484 (H)
(780) 717‐2123 (Cell)
(780) 487‐9586 (FAX)
Email: edmath@telus.net
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Calendar of Events
Annual State Council Meeting (Convention)
Sherwood Park April 27, - 29, 2012
2012 State Curling Tournament
Fort Saskatchewan ,March 16-18, 2012
Fort Saskatchewan Council #6363
Chairman Bill Potvin
billpotvin@shaw.ca
When applying for Athletic events, please use
the
specific form. Forms can be found in the
Grand Knight’s Manual in Section F-l, pages 2
- 3.

Condolences
•

•

Our prayers to the family of Emilio B.
Moure, Supreme Secretary who passed
away on July 23, 2011.
Our prayers to the family of Wilf Sorge, former District Deputy who passed away on
August 18, 2011.

Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

Nov 5, 2011

Edmonton

Nov 19, 2011

Calgary

Dec 10, 2011

High Level

Jan 28, 2012

Edson

Feb 11, 2012

Fort McMurray

Feb 25, 2012

Edmonton

Mar 3, 2012

Lloydminster

Mar 4, 2012

Lethbridge

Mar 24, 2012

Red Deer

Apr 14, 2012

Grande Prairie

Apr 21, 2012

Westlock

May 12, 2012

Calgary

May 26, 2012

Edmonton

Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule

“Father McGivney ‘s vision
remains as relevant as ever
in the changed circum‐
stances of today’s church
and society.”

Date
Sept 11, 2011

Location
Lloydminster

Nov 5, 2011

Calgary

Pope John Paul II
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca
Message from the State Deputy

October 2011
Message from the State Chaplain

“Thank you to everyone for their

“In honor of Our Lady of
Guadalupe”

hard work so far this Columbian
year!”
Gary H. Johnson

B

rother Knights,

As I mentioned in our last State Affairs, our Supreme
Knight Carl Anderson continues to stress that it is im‐
portant that we encourage every Catholic Gentleman
to join our Order and share the benefits of how mem‐
bership enriches our lives as well as the lives of our
families!
During the first three months of this Columbian Year,
our State Membership Team under the leadership of
Brother Brad Cody, have been heeding Carl’s message
and have conducted some very successful member‐
ship campaigns throughout our jurisdiction!
As proud members of the Knights, we should be look‐
ing around our Parish community and identifying
Catholic families who would benefit by membership
in our Order! We know what it has done for us. Let’s
share it with others!
I would to thank my fellow Board members, our State
Program Directors and their team members for their
continued efforts on behalf of our Alberta/NWT Juris‐
diction!
I also want to say a sincere thank you to our District
Deputies, those returning and those coming on board
(Continued on page 10)

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

D

ear Brother Knights,

Again we celebrate a month in honor of Our Lady.
This year we are asked to have Marian Hours in honor
of our Lady of Guadalupe, Patron Saint of the Ameri‐
cas. As in times past Sir Knight Barney Markowski is in
charge of the schedule for the individual Councils. He
has always done a good job and in his age he needs
the support of every Grand Knight to organize the lo‐
gistics for the travelling Icons in our jurisdiction.
Please, invite not only the Brother Knights and their
families, but all parishioners as many as possible to
the veneration of our Lady. Make it a high point of
your church activities this year.
Our Supreme Knight Carl Anderson and Msgr. Edu‐
ardo Chavez co‐authored the book “Our Lady of Gua‐
dalupe, Mother of the Civilisation of Love.” Let us
practice what the dedication of this book says; “To
Our Lady of Guadalupe, in confidence that guided by
her, the people of the Christian Hemisphere will work
together to encounter her son, Jesus Christ.”
Vivat Jesus!
Henry Rosenbaum
State Chaplain

From the State Secretary

From
thethe
State
Treasurer
From
Treasurer

By William Smith

By W. Charles Russell

T

he year has begun and Councils should
now be settled into the year with programs,
events and activities well on their way. The
Council recorders minutes are an important
part of the order as they are a record of the programs and activities each Council has planned
and completed. While membership cannot always attend a meeting, a copy of the minutes
should be made available to all members so
they are kept abreast of what is happening in
their community. The information in the State
Affairs should be communicated to the members to make sure they are informed of future
events in the jurisdiction. Please review the information and dates with your Council at your
monthly meetings.
October is a month of Thanksgiving. As we
gather with our families let us be thankful for
being able to be with our loved ones. However,
there may be members of our Councils who are
alone, young and old. When planning your
Thanksgiving, invite someone in your Council
who will be spending the time by themself.
Check out the seniors and make sure they have
a family to spend time with.
Remembrance Day pops into my head when I
think of November. We may keep records of
our past, but this is not enough. Our deceased
members and their families are to be remembered in many memorial masses throughout
our jurisdiction. We should make an attempt to
attend these functions to pray for deceased
members as we would expect them to pray for
us and our families if the situation was reversed. When there is a memorial mass in your
area make sure the families of the deceased can
attend and offer to pick them up and take them
to the service. If a Council has families attending the services attend with them. They should

T

WO KINDS OF PEOPLE

There are two kinds of people on earth today;
Just two kinds of people, no more, I say.
Not the sinner and saint, for it’s well understood,
The good are half bad, and the bad half good.
Not the rich and the poor, for to rate a man’s wealth,
You must first know the state of his conscience and
health.
Not the humble and proud, for in life’s little span,
Who puts on vain airs, is not counted a man.
Not the happy and sad, for the swift flying years
Bring each man his laughter and his man his tears.
No; the two kinds of people on earth I mean,
Are the people who lift, and the people who lean.
Wherever you go, you will find the earth’s masses,
Are always divided in just these two classes.
And oddly enough, you will find too, I wean,
There’s only one lifter to twenty who lean.
In which class are you? Are you easing the load,
Of overtaxed lifters, who toil down the road?
Or are you a leaner, who lets others share
Your portion of labour, and worry and care?

Brother Knights, let us all, be lifters!
October gave a party;
The leaves by hundreds came;
The ashes, oaks, and maples,
And those of every name.
Source: George Cooper – Taken from World Book Millennium 2000

Charles Russell,
State Treasurer

(Continued on page 4)
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Ronald J. Schuster

By Vince Reyes

rother Knights

I hope that you all had a pleasant summer with
your families, I hope all the crops have been harvested with our good fall weather and I hope that
all Brother Knights are now in the ready to support
their Councils.
I have received a number of emails from various
Councils in the jurisdiction and they have all been
in regard to the same subject. Which is, “Why do
we always have the same Brother Knights come to
the meetings? why do we have all the same Brother
Knights volunteer for the good of Council? and
why do we seem to circulate the same Brother
Knights back again through various rolls?”
I may not have the correct answer for this question
but I can only summarize that there are a number of
reasons. One reason may be that the Councils have
poor programs that are not reaching out with family involvement, another may be that no one is
phoning Brother Knights and to ask them to attend
meetings or be involved in the Council’s activities.
There may be no recruitment of new members who
will bring in new ideas as fresh Bother Knights for
future growth and interest in the Council.
Each Council should take a look at their yearly
agendas and make sure that events that would interest all members are available to each member.
Let the members know at least a month in advance
for your functions, etc. Always make sure to include your Parish Priest in all your activities or at
least advise him of the function.
It is the responsibly of each Council to do their best
for their members and families. By not doing so you
are selling yourself short of your accomplishments
as a Council.
Always remember the State Board is there to assist
you as needed. All you have to do is ask.
God Bless you and your Family
Ron Schuster
State Advocate
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 2, October 2011
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“Practice Protocol”

ealistically, when we practice protocol, we give re‐
spect to the person as well as to the position he holds.
Conversely, a dislike for a person should not influence
the respect for the position he holds.
This is a continuation of the Grand Knight’s 13 areas of
protocol:
1. Mingling with Members:
• Consider the Council home as your own personal
home by being hospitable to the membership es‐
pecially to those who have not attended meetings
and to the new members. Arrange to have some
refreshments or snacks before or after the meeting
so that members will stay and socialize.
2. Relationship of the District Deputy and Grand Knight:
• The District Deputy (DD) is the personal represen‐
tative of the Supreme Knight and State Deputy (SD)
while the Grand Knight (GK) is the Chief Executive
Officer and presiding officer of the Council
• Both should work well with each other to attain the
goals required and expected of their positions
• When attending meetings and functions, the DD
must be properly dressed, wearing a coat and tie
• The DD sits at the front, as near to the GK as possi‐
ble and sits at the head table, even if not on speak‐
ing program
• When the DD is asked to speak, members should
rise when he is introduced
• When the SD is present, only the SD is risen for
• If there is a Council newsletter, request the DD to
submit a message or article
3. Correspondence
• Letters, memos and bulletins must be typed
• Is addressed to the individual, using his full, proper
name, followed by his proper title
• If the person has more than one title, use the high‐
est ranking title
• Names of civic and religious are prefixed by such
forms as: His Excellency, The Honorable, Reverend
Mother/Father. Mr., Mrs., Miss or Ms. is used as a
prefix to the name as appropriate. For example:
Mr. Gary Johnson, State Deputy. The salutation is:
(Continued on page 4)
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From the Agency

B

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

eing a member of the Knights of Columbus is
an opportunity to be part of the largest Catholic lay
organization in the world. Being an insured member
means you’ve taken full advantage of the benefits of
membership. Avail yourself and your family of our
full line of life insurance, retirement and long-term
care products and you’ll help chart a course to safe
waters in your financial future.
In addition to our strong, secure products, there are
Family Fraternal Benefits that can help our members facing unique needs. Many of these benefits are
unique to the Knights of Columbus and our members.

Some of these benefits include:
• Guaranteed life insurance benefits for uninsurable children
• Death benefits available for stillborn or miscarried children
• Orphan benefits
• Member/spouse accidental death benefits
To learn more about these contact your agent.
For the Name of your Agent you can call the AB/
NWT Regional office at (403) 343-2242
Fraternally,
Marc Bouchard
General Agent

(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

not be there alone.
Winter is coming, and we must prepare for the
changing weather. Be careful of the school
zones, and drive carefully.

William Smith, State Secretary
(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

“Worthy State Deputy”
• In case of a close working relationship with an Offi‐

cer, acknowledge first the office he holds by a
greeting such as: “Worthy State Deputy and Dear
Gary”
• When writing to a Past State Deputy, no matter
what his present title, always put
P.S.D. after his name. For example: Mr. Neil
Gannon, P.S.D. The salutation is: “Worthy Past
State Deputy “
• Ensure that e‐mails that contain confidential infor‐
mation are not broadcast to a large group. E‐mails
cannot replace the personal contact of a phone call
or personal conversation
4. Invitations:
• Must be in writing, mailed at least six weeks before
the event
• Must be in the name of and signed by the GK
• The DD should be invited to all Council functions
• Send each guest a personal invitation
• If tickets are being used, they should be forwarded
suitably marked with the invitation
• Should contain all details such as dress code, ex‐
tent of participation, etc.
5. State Deputy Visit:
• Advise SD of the date, time, place, purpose, type of
event and other individuals on the program, includ‐
ing their function and other pertinent information
• Advise SD and head table guests of the proper
dress code
• The GK and his committee should greet SD upon
arrival
• The SD must be introduced to the other dignitaries
• Prepare proper speaking facilities such as podium
and microphone
(Continued on page 9)
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From the State Program Director

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By John Majowski

By Daniel Schmitz

W

W

With the new Columbian year under way, my hope
is that each Council in our great jurisdiction has
started many of their service programs. The Service
Directors, Chairman and I are here to ensure that
you succeed and I hope that many of you take ad‐
vantage of our offer to help.

You’re doing great. Year to date - $26,766.00. –
Slightly ahead of last year. To be split evenly
between six dioceses in our jurisdiction for the
promotion of religious vocations. Edmonton
(1912), Ukrainian Eparchy (1912), Calgary
(1913), St. Paul (1948), Grouard – McLennan
(1967), Mackenzie - Ft. Smith (1967).

orthy Grand Knights, Council Officers, Council
Directors and Brother Knights,

With the economy making life especially difficult
for families who are affected by the high rate of
unemployment or underemployment, the Knights
of Columbus must be committed to helping our
neighbors in need. Addressing “needs” in the com‐
munity have resulted in many excellent service pro‐
grams. As noted by our State Community Director,
Ryszard Kazek, the “Coats for Kids” initiative is an
excellent example of how the Knights of Columbus
have reacted to a very real need. This program sup‐
plies and distributes warm clothing for underprivi‐
leged children and is supported by Supreme, State,
local Councils and many individual Knights.

orthy Brothers

Keep those donations rolling.
Payable to K of C Pennies for Heaven.
Mail to K of C State Council, #4, 5579 – 47 St.,
Red Deer, AB. T4N 1S1.
Proud to be a Knight.
Vivat Jesus
Daniel Schmitz
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

I would encourage all Councils and Knights to sup‐
port this very important program. Details can be
found in the State Community Director’s write‐up
this month.
The Knights in Calgary also support two similar pro‐
grams. By working with Jacket Racket, the Calgary
Catholic Immigration Society and the Catholic
Women’s League, we are able to expand our pro‐
gram to include more needy families and children
in the community. Both programs deserve our sup‐
port.
Jacket Racket (www.jacketracketcalgary.com.) has
been providing clean, gently used winter jackets to
Calgary children since 1988. The project runs every
year from mid‐October to mid‐November. Coats,
(Continued on page 9)
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tate Affairs is published by the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the AlbertaNorthwest Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Deadline
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State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
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State Council Office
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From the State Membership Director

From the Master 4th Degree

By Brad Cody

By Ray Gehlen

W

W

orthy Brother Knights.

It is now October and we are into the second quarter of
this Columbian year. The measuring stick as to how our
Councils and jurisdiction are progressing is relatively
easy to determine. Simply put we should have achieved
about ¼ of our membership quota, at least one of each
of our program categories and have the remaining pro‐
grams well into the planning process. Any Council or
District that has not accomplished these approximate
levels will find themselves either rushing to fulfill their
objectives or unfortunately failing to meet their objec‐
tives.

First; know your current members and keep them
involved in Council activities so there is no need to
consider suspensions.
Divide your annual goal into 12ths or quarters.
This makes the goal at least appear to be a bit eas‐
ier to achieve and also helps to set up a sort of
mile marker to measure your success either by the
month or the quarter year, whichever process you
have chosen. You now can monitor how things are
progressing and determine whether or not the
membership efforts are achieving the desired re‐
sults. This will help determine what new or re‐
vised efforts might be necessary.
Have your Membership Committee schedule sev‐
eral parish campaigns and degrees. These do not
(Continued on page 14)

(Continued on page 9)

The most difficult aspect of achieving Star Council is of‐
ten the membership requirement. You all do the various
programs and projects, complete and submit all reports
and surveys, so those are really not an issue. Your Field
Agent will generally be able to help you achieve your
insurance quota and maybe even find a few new candi‐
dates to help with your membership goal.
Here are a few ideas to help with membership goal.

2.

3.

I thought I would share with you some of the
events I have been involved with since I took office
in January, 2011.
1. I had exemplifications in Lac La Biche,
Grande Prairie, and Edmonton.
2. June 18th I was at the State District Deputy’s
Annual Meeting in Edmonton to represent
the 4th Degree.
3. On June 24th I was in Edmonton again for an
Installation of Officers in which 7 Assemblies
took part.
4. June 25th took us to Leduc for their awards
night and banquet.
5. I had another Installation of Officers on June
29th in Edmonton.
6. On August 14th Marjorie and I were at Skaro,
which is a 40 minute drive NE of Fort Sas‐
katchewan. I took part in an Honor Guard
for the Pilgrimage of the Skaro Shrine hon‐
oring our Blessed Virgin Mary. More than
1000 people attended an outdoor rosary,
mass and short pilgrimage walk. All this took
place after 7pm, so the lighting of candles
during the walk about 9pm was very impres‐
sive and heart rendering.
7. The weekend of September 16th took us to
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan for the V.S.M. An‐
nual Meeting. All the Masters of Simon Fra‐
ser Province were together.
8. I attended the State Regional Meeting in
Fairview on August 27th to represent the 4th
Degree.
9. We were back in Fairview on September
25th for Installation of Officers but also to
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Bishop
Grouard Assembly. I am proud to say that
we had four Charter Members attend the

Meeting objectives or not meeting your objectives, is
the difference between being a Star Council or not. Star
Council is Supreme‘s recognition for a job well done.
This is the most significant award a Grand Knight can
receive.

1.

orthy State Deputy, State Board, District
Deputies, Grand Knights, and all Brother Knights,
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Edmonton Chapter President, SK Gerald
Bernakevitch presents cheque to Pennies for
Heaven Chairman Daniel Schmitz

Master SK Ray Gehlen, Marshal Gerald Poitras
and VSM SK Mickey Casavant at Installation
of Officers.

GK Julian Hnatiw Council 4788 presented
Youth Service Award by SD Gary Johnson
with Chaplain Father Frank Stempfle

4th Degree Meeting in Toronto June 2011 First
ever in Canada

Regional Leadership Seminar held in Fairview
Led by State Deputy Gary Johnson, State Warden & Regional Coordinator Vince Reyes, State
Membership Director Brad Cody, Special
Guest Fr. Benjamin Nwaeye, Master North, SK
Ray Gehlen, as well as Field Agent, Grand
Knights and Financial Secretaries
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 2, October 2011

Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can submit to the state office though
email at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg
format please. Please provide a brief
description of picture.
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From the State Pro-Life Chair Couple
By Patrice Roussel

L

et me start saying big thank you for her pa‐
tience to Shauna Lagrange our Executive Secretary
at the State Office. She gives us a dead line date
and we go past this date, for all kinds of excuses.

SK Bill & Myrna Tymensen, VSM Mickey Casavant, As‐
trid Casavant, Sandra Drewniak and Master Michael
Drewniak

This time, I wanted the weekend of the life chain to
be behind us so I could write about it. Between the
Knights, our local pro‐life group, Lakeland Pro‐Life,
and the local churches we held a successful life
chain. The first weekend of October every year is
set for the life chain across North America. A few
cities and towns around Alberta participate to this
event.
The Council in Drayton Valley took part as well as
they asked that I send them some of the Defend
Life poster from the K of C supplies. Again, this is a
small but very positive way to promote life. I am
pleased to report that in Cold Lake, more than sixty
people stood in silent vigil for the respect for life.

4th Degree Exemplification in Lethbridge

SK Bill Tymensen, VSM SK Mickey Casavant
and Master South SK Michael Drewniak

The provincial March for life attracted less than a
thousand people since it started for a population of
more than a million people in the surrounding of
Edmonton. Our sixty plus people was a great num‐
ber considering we have less than twenty thousand
people in the area. I say this is not bad a number
but again in my opinion not enough Knights take an

active role in our battle for the respect for life. In
the past, I encourage my entire Brother Knights to
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 5, State Program Director)

snow pants, hats and mittens are collected, sorted,
cleaned, and distributed by a group of dedicated
volunteers. The distribution is done through the
Calgary Board of Education and the Calgary Catholic
School District. More information can be obtained
by calling (403) 286‐0089.
Also, the 2nd Annual "Clothing and Toy Collection &
Giveaway", sponsored by the Calgary Catholic Im‐
migration Society, the St. Stephen's Catholic
Women's League and the Knights of Columbus
Council 7659, will be held on Friday, October 14th.
Distribution will take place at the Calgary Catholic
Pastoral Centre in downtown Calgary. Donations of
gently used clean clothing for children, women and
men are most welcome. Please label bags by gen‐
der and size. There is a particular high need for win‐
ter coats and other clothing at this time of year.
Donations can be left at St. Stephen's Church, 4903‐
45th Street SW or arranged by calling Theresa at
403‐247‐9585 or email lewchukt@hotmail.com.
Let’s work together to ensure that we can clothe as
many needy families and children as possible with
warm coats and clothing before the real cold
weather hits!
"We are all Servants in Christ, and the very Heart of
the Knights of Columbus is our service to one an‐
other." It is through your words and actions that
the Knights of Columbus are recognized for their
services.
Should you have any questions or suggestions re‐
garding this or other programs, please do not hesi‐
tate to contact me or any State Board member.
Submit Personnel Report
Please get involved and make a difference in some‐
one’s life!
Vivat Jesus!
John Majowski
State Program Director
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 2, October 2011

(Continued from page 6, Master of 4th Degree North)

day’s events and the supper. How wonder‐
ful that was!
10. I will, with Lady Marjorie, be on the road
this fall and go to:
a) Drayton Valley for their Installation of
Officers.
b) Westlock for a supper meeting.
c) Edmonton for an all Assembly Christ‐
mas party.
Just to note that I will be retiring from work at the
end of this year, so you can see that my life is full of
activity with no spare time to get into trouble!! I
really enjoy meeting so many new Sir Knights and
their wives. I see that we all have the same goals.
You can see us in Regalia doing Honor Guard at so
many events.
I challenge all 3rd Degree members to step up and
lead by example by joining the 4th Degree. It is so
rewarding to profess our faith in Regalia and let
people know what we stand for.
Marjorie and I wish everyone a Blessed Christmas
Season and a wonderful new year.
Master Ray Gehlen
Master of the 4th Degree
(Continued from page 4, State Warden)

• The toastmaster must be provided with the resume

of the SD and other head table guests for proper
introductions
6. Greeting of Guests:
• Guests should be greeted by the GK assisted by a
committee
• Guests should not be left talking among them‐
selves
Next Issue: Introductions, Speakers and Speeches, Head
Table, Flags and Jewels.
Adapted from the Supreme booklet # 1612‐6/93 &
Maryland Grand Knights Handbook, 1998‐1999.
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Warden
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From the State Financial Secretaries Chairman

From the Charitable Foundation

By Ed Matheson

By Robert Kruchten, President of the ACF

Financial Secretaries
Worthy Grand Knights
Worthy Financial Secretaries

October 2011

For FS’s
If you have not received your package for 2011/2012
Council Program Material, call a Council in your District
to see if they received their package, if not call Supreme
1 (800) 380‐ 9995n and enquire
Your Council Program Personnel are counting on you to
help them get all the materials that they need to con‐
struct and operate all the necessary Programs to make
the Council earn a Star Council Status. Do your best for
your Brother Knights.
Accidental Death Insurance is effective for both Knights
and Wives with PAID UP Dues. Advise every member
that has not paid.
Thank you Brother FS’s and LETS DO IT!
Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐ 6484 (H), 717‐2123 (C), 487‐ 9586 (F)
Email: edmath@telus.net
(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

for the first time! Your efforts in supporting the Grand
Knights and their Councils are essential to insuring the
continuing success and growth of our jurisdiction!
Grand Knights, please remember that your District
Deputy is our Supreme Knight’s personal representa‐
tive and that you insure that he is accorded the
proper protocol as directed by our Supreme Council.
I would be remiss if I did not extend a sincere “Thank
You” to our State Office Executive Secretary Shauna
LaGrange and her support staff for the great job that
they do in supporting myself and our entire State
Board!
Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson
State Deputy
Page 10

D

ear Brothers

Hello to all from the Charitable Foundation. I hope
you are having a wonderful autumn and are giving
thanks to God for what appears to be a bountiful
harvest in all parts of Alberta.
In June, the Foundation Directors asked me to present a cheque in the amount of $10,000 to Dr. Gerry
Turcotte of St. Mary’s University College in Calgary. I had the pleasure of doing this on August 26
in front of the Father M. McGivney Hall which is on
the campus of the university college. Also present
at the cheque presentation was Brother Leo Bunz,
the chairman of the Father Michael J. McGivney
Hall Fund Committee. During the past 15-20 years
the Charitable Foundation has given over
$200,000.00 to St. Mary’s University College on behalf of all of the Knights of Alberta. While the University College is one of main recipients of our
charity there are many others. In the year 2010 over
80 charities received financial support from the
Charitable Foundation.
On September 26, the Charitable Foundation hosted
the Salute to the Clergy golf day at the Meadowlands Golf Course at Sylvan Lake. While the numbers participating were not as high as we wanted,
the day was a great success. The proceeds which
we are still reconciling will go to St. Joseph’s Seminary building fund. We were delighted to have 12
clergy from various parts of Alberta golfing. The
retired priests really added to the joy of the day.
Brothers as the year 2011 comes to an end, please
remember the Charitable Foundation in your gift
giving. Encourage the Councils to pray for the
Foundation and if they can support it with a financial gift.
Salute and God Bless.
Fraternally,
Bob Kruchten

(See picture insert on page 13)
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From the State Community Director
By Ryszard Kazek

B

rother Knights,

With winter fast approaching, I would like to bring
to your attention to a very important program.
The “Coats for Kids” program is part of the
Knights’ “Help a Child in Need” campaign, which
began in 2006 with a nationwide appeal during the
Christmas season for donations to charities that
support the needs of children. The initiative began
as an effort to help families with children living in
colder climates who have been severely impacted
by the sharp and sudden downturn in the economy.
This program supplies/distributes warm clothing
for the underprivileged children. It is supported by
Supreme, State and many local Councils.
During this past Columbian Year, Councils in our
great jurisdiction have purchased and then donated
several hundred winter coats to children in the inner city.
There are currently a number of programs running
under the “Coats for Kids” banner. Some of the
programs ask for new clothing only while others
will accept used clothing but all are deserving of
your support.
Supreme has an excellent offer for those Councils
and Knights wishing to participate in this program.
The price for the coats is $16.25 each. Each box contains 12 coats and has various sizes and styles. Each
box is either for Boys or Girls and cannot be ordered separately. Supreme will share transportation
costs from the manufacturer.
If your Knights of Columbus Council is interested
in participating in the “Coats for Kids” initiative,
please complete the order form found on the website

•E-mail to robert.ennis@kofc.org
•Fax to 203-752-4108
•Mail to
Knights of Columbus
Attn: R. Ennis, 12th Floor
1 Columbus Plaza
New Haven, CT 06510
The order takes about three weeks and winter is
setting in. Please hurry.
Make a difference!
God bless!
Ryszard Kazek
State Community Director

From the State Family Director
By Terry Stychyshyn

I

would like to take this opportunity to introduce my
self as the Family Director for the up coming Columbian
Year and thank the State Executives for putting their
trust in me to provide the guidance to the local Councils
in presenting their families in the current Family of the
Month and Family of the Year program.
Grand Knights please forward the Family of the Month
form for your chosen family as depicted in booklet #
1993 to your Program Directors and have them select
Families from your Council who demonstrate the spirit
of Love, Faith and Charity within their own families and
throughout their community and their church. Have
them submit these to me at the state office for acknowl‐
edgement and further handling.
The Knights of Columbus through the charity of our
Founder Fr Michael McGivney was instituted in the spirit
of love for Family. We should continue to promote Fam‐
ily Life and this spirit of love through this program.
Please see that your Councils do choose these families
on a monthly and annual basis so as they may achieve
important recognition from your Council, from State and
Supreme.

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/service/
community/coats2010/index.html)

Vivat Jesus!

and send it to one of the following:

Terry Stychyshyn
State Family Director
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From the State Communications & PR Director
By Michael Anctil

H

ello Brother Knights,

Hopefully this report finds you and your families
well. Have you setup your group email account to
communicate with your Councils or Council executive? If you have thank you and I know that you are
seeing the benefits of having done so. You are saving a lot of time and still getting all the important
information to those who need it. If you haven’t
setup your group email account please do so and if
your unsure on how to do it please email me at
manctil@memlane.com If you don’t have email ask
one of your Brother Knights in your Council who
does to act as your contact for all email trans actions. He could forward the emails that you tell him
to. Your Council may have to buy him a printer cartridge every so often but that’s better than not forwarding the information. Supreme and State have a
lot of very useful information that will help your
Council succeed. If you’re a smaller Council you
can also set up a text messaging account on your
cell phone to your Council member’s cell phones to
forward information and remind everyone of the
meetings.
The newest project that we are working on is to set
up a State Wide Grand Knight, Financial Secretary
and District Deputy email accounts. This idea was
presented to me by new Grand Knight Dan White
of Council 1732. He wanted to know why he couldn’t just access an email account such as:
gk1732@kofc.ab.ca and have that account forwarded to his personal email account. In conversations with our webmaster Joseph Duenas he said
that this is no problem. Joseph said that it will take
a lot of work to set this up but it will be simple to
maintain. The end result for the GK, FS and DD’s is
at the start of your term you need to get a password
from your predecessor and then have all the emails
directed to your personal account. You then change
the password to only allow you access to that account. The benefits are that anyone can then forward an email to the GK, FS, and DD simply by
knowing the Council or District number. This will
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also make it much easier for State Office when they
make the roster. This new format will also eliminate
errors in typing out email names. We will keep you
posted on the progress. Thank you to Joseph for his
willingness to make this project happen.
Another idea that we are working on and spearheaded by our Worthy State Deputy Gary Johnson
is to find a Brother Knight or a lady to write articles
to the various news organizations telling them
about the happenings of our jurisdiction. We all
know that our jurisdiction is involved in many
many worthy projects and this idea is to let others
outside of the Knights know of our good and charitable works. To date I have been contacted by one
person interested in fulfilling this role. If you’re interested or have any other ideas please contact me.
Remember your State Communications team wants
you to send us photos of your Council activities for
possible inclusions in the State Affairs newsletter or
posted on our website. You will find the entire
Communications team and their contact information on page 12 of the State roster.
• Photographer - James Danielson – Edmonton/

Northwest
• Photographer – Al Girard – Edmonton/North
• Photographer – John Luk – Calgary / Central &

Assistant Technology Chairman
• Archives Chairman – Tony Lemay
• State Technology Chairman – Joseph Duenas
• Mass Time Booklet Chairman – Ed Matheson

God Bless!
Michael Anctil
State Communications & PR Director
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(Continued from page 8, State Pro-Life Chair Couple)

From the State Vocations Chairman

join hands with pro‐life group. It is time to look at
all those programs that exist and incorporate them
to your Council activities as you need to fulfil a pro‐
life commitment to achieve Star Council. Do not
hesitate to make this commitment, after all the life
you may save now could be a future Knight, a priest
or a leader of our society.
Now just imagine what our world would be if the
Holy Mother would have said no to God. Jesus
would not be our Lord founder of our Church and
then… But she said yes, yes, yes. She said yes to
God, to Our Lord and to the church. Her love is for
all of us who say yes to God and through her inter‐
cessions we may ask God to end abortion.
Brothers, we will be judged by our actions, if we
turn our back to our Lord, what will be our future?
Advent and Christmas is at our door, let us choose
life as our commitment to our Church and in the
name of Our lord, be visible. The absence of action
is indifference to life and to God.
God bless!
Patrice & Helene Roussel

By Ed Matheson

Important

Vocations
Important

Important
October 2010

W

orthy Grand Knights
orthy Financial Secretaries
orthy Vocations Chairman

R S V P for every $500 given to a Seminarian and re‐
ported to Supreme will get you $100 back to build up
for another Seminarian. Also there is a large number of
Seminarians in St. Joseph Seminary and other Seminar‐
ies across Canada and many need our help. So continue
the fundraising program for your Seminarian (s) today.
VOCATION WARENESS IN SCHOOLS is of utmost impor‐
tance for our CHILDREN. Your Vocation Chairman or
someone should have already contacted your schools
and be working with someone to help the Children un‐
derstand what it means to be a Priest, Sister, Brother,
Deacon or dedicated to a Religious Life in the Church
See Section O in the GK Manual and this year there is an
emphasis to target the Grade 5 children. If the School
has the resources then Grades 4 and 6 may also be in‐
cluded.
PENNIES FOR HEAVEN: Please aim at getting your
cheque into State early in December 2011 to meet our
commitment to the jurisdiction dioceses.
And as always. Thank you & LETS DO IT!
God Bless.

Dr. Turcotte receiving the cheque from
Foundation President Bob Kruchten – left is
Leo Bunz
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 2, October 2011

Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐6484 (H) 717‐2123 (C) 487‐9586 (F)
Email: edmath@telus.net
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From the State Mass Times Booklet Chairman

(Continued from page 6, State Membership Director)

4.

5.

6.

7.

ever get canceled, which gives the Committee an
added incentive to ensure there are candidates to
initiate. While it is now acceptable to read the
degree, I think we all agree it has much more im‐
pact when the Officers have it to memory. This
means every Council now has a degree team. Your
District Deputy can certify your team and there is
no need to wait for someone to arrange a team to
host a degree. Your Council can host one every
month. When there are candidates they can be
initiated and when there are no candidates it is a
great opportunity to practice. All Councils are
urged to take up this opportunity as soon as possi‐
ble.
As soon as a member is initiated assign him to an
experienced member who is well versed in the
work of your Council to be a mentor. The mentor
and the new member can discuss the programs
and projects that may interest the new member.
Complete and hold on file a “Know your Member”
form . This will help find projects of interest to the
member and will also provide extended contact
information about him and his family, should you
ever lose contact with him.
Through the mentor and the knowledge of the
new member, endeavor to get him involved in a
project of his interest as soon as possible. We
rarely lose active Brothers.
Interesting programs are critical to keeping mem‐
bers active. Remember that our twenty year old
members have different interests than do our
sixty year old members. You must work to accom‐
modate all interests. Be open to new ideas and
welcome these new members/leaders to your
Council.
Never forget the fact that we are not an “old boys
club”. We are open to all Catholic men, and we
need to invite them all to join our Order. This ideal
is from the mandate passed to us by Supreme
Knight Carl Anderson. Perhaps more important
than that reason; is the fact we are all getting
older. We need to find new people to train to take
on our roles in the upcoming years. These new
members need time to learn the
various roles of our Order so they are adequately
equipped to become the stewards of our Councils
and indeed our Order.

By Ed Matheson

Mass Times Booklet Project

j

orthy DD’s, GK’s and FS’s,

It is time to begin working on 2012– 2013 Version of
the Mass Times Booklet. The same goes for the Coun‐
cils, so budget for your books and order them when
your budget has been approved.
The public is very appreciative of being able to order
their own book upon seeing it in the Hotels/ Motels
guest rooms. How about you?
Thank you & JUST DO IT!!
Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:
Date:
Number of Booklets Required:
Name of Person Ordering:

Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to: K of C Council 4530, 18415‐ 80 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8
Ed Matheson
State Mass Times Booklets Chairman
(780) 487‐6484 (H), 717‐2123 (C),
487‐9586 (F),
Email: edmath@telus.net

(Continued on page 16)
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Congratulations
Families of the Month
2011- 2012

July 2011
Rene & Denise Chartrand
James & June Burke
George & Wanda Eccleston

Christ the King Council #7135
Father Albert Newman Council #8470
St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

August 2011
Joseph & Edith Smith
Douglas & Eileen Lynch
Phil & Sharon Carter
Kevin & Sarah Papke

Edmonton Council #1184
Airdrie Council #8045
Father Albert Newman Council #8470
St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

Winners of the Standing Holy Family Statue

July 2011
Rene & Denise Chartand

Christ the King Council #7135

August 2011
Kevin & Sarah Papke

St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 2, October 2011
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Calendar of Events
Annual State Council Meeting (Convention)
Sherwood Park April 27-29, 2012
2012 State Curling Bonspiel
Fort Saskatchewan, March 16-18, 2012
Fort Saskatchewan Council #6363
Chairman Bill Potvin
billpotvin@shaw.ca
2012 State Hockey Tournament
Still looking for a host Council for this event.
Please contact: State Council Director Bill Potvin
(780) 998-0504
billpotvin@shaw.ca

Third Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Location

Nov 5, 2011

Edmonton

Nov 19, 2011

Calgary

Nov 26, 2011

Cold Lake

Dec 10, 2011

High Level

Jan 28, 2012

Edson

Feb 11, 2012

Fort McMurray

Feb 25, 2012
When applying for Athletic events, please use the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK Manual in
Mar 3, 2012
Section F-1, pages 2-3.
Mar 4, 2012

Edmonton
Lloydminster
Lethbridge

Mar 24, 2012

Red Deer

CONDOLENCES

Apr 14, 2012

Grande Prairie

Our prayers to the family of Urban Pittman who
passed away Sept 25, 2011

Apr 21, 2012

Westlock

Our prayers to the family of Benny Pevan who
passed away recently. Benny was a Past State Warden.

May 12, 2012

Calgary

May 26, 2012

Edmonton

Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule
(Continued from page 14,State Membership Director)

I trust everyone had a great summer and has begun to
get their Council functioning at top speed. All of us on
the State Membership team are here to assist with Par‐
ish campaigns or degrees. Please do not hesitate to call
any of us. We are all listed in the Roster and look for‐
ward to hearing from you.

Date

Location

Nov 5, 2011 (South)

Calgary

Feb 18, 2012 (North)

Cold Lake

April 21, 2012 (North) Grande Prairie

Vivat Jesus
Brad Cody
State Membership Director
Page 16
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca
Message from the State Deputy

December 2011
Message from the State Chaplain

“May God bless you and your
families at this holy time of
Christmas and may you all experience a new birth in Christ.”

“It is important that we encourage
every Catholic gentlemen to join
our Order”
Gary H. Johnson

B

rother Knights,

Supreme Director Mickey Casavant and I, along with
our wives Astrid and Cheryl have recently returned
from the mid year State Deputy Meeting with the un‐
derstanding that we must continue to do the good
things that we do “So that the World will know New
Hope”.
As I mentioned in our last State Affairs, our Supreme
Knight Carl Anderson continues to stress that it is im‐
portant that we encourage every Catholic Gentleman
to join our Order and share the benefits of how mem‐
bership enriches our lives as well as the lives of our
families!
During these first six months of this Columbian Year,
our State Membership Team under the leadership of
Brother Brad Cody, has been heeding Carl’s message
and have conducted some very successful member‐
ship campaigns throughout our jurisdiction including
two very recent and successful Officer Seminars in
Edmonton and Calgary!
As proud members of the Knights, we must continue
to look around our Parish community and invite other
Catholic families who would benefit by membership
in our Order to join us! We know what it has done for
us. Let’s share it with others!
(Continued on page 4)

Rev. Henry Rosenbaum SAC

D

ear Brother Knights:

We begin a new Liturgical Year, a new Roman Mis‐
sal in English and I hope we begin our work as
Knights with new enthusiasm. The common meet‐
ing with the State Deputies and the State Chaplains
in Nashville was a first in the Order.
The meetings and workshops were interwoven.
Each group had one day separately and the middle
day was together. The task for the State Chaplains
and that could be applied to the Council Chaplains
as well is the spiritual and catechetical formation.
This becomes particularly important at the time
when the whole church is preparing for the task of
New Evangelization particularly in Europe and
North America.
With out Formation Programme we are ahead of
the other Jurisdiction. In addition there is Bishop
Lori’s catechetical efforts in the Columbia maga‐
zine.
I still see that in our Roster a number of empty
spaces concerning Council Chaplains. Council Chap‐
lains are also invited to support the Grand Knights
in their effort to increase membership. Most pa‐
rishioners will listen to their pastors. There were
(Continued on page 2)

C

From the State Secretary

From
thethe
State
Treasurer
From
Treasurer

By William Smith

By W. Charles Russell

hristmas and New Years are just around the
corner. Families will be travelling to loca‐
tions far and wide, so make sure you have all the
arrangements for caring for your home. Christmas
lights look nice, but don’t overload the circuits so
you don’t have to have a special meeting with your
insurance company over the holidays. If you are
travelling out of the country, medical insurance is a
must.
The Charities Appeal tickets have been sent to the
Grand Knights. If you did not receive any please
contact Paul Froment, Charities Appeal Chairman. If
your Council has not participated in the past and
want to get on the band wagon now is the time to
start. Don’t forget 50% of the profits from the tick‐
ets your Council sells, goes directly to charities your
Council supports. This could help fulfill part of your
Council Surge Program. The Early Bird draw is in
January. Make sure you leave ample time to get the
tickets you have sold to Paul. Don’t wait until the
last minute and miss the draw.
December 31 is closing in fast. There are several
reports that are due at Supreme in the first few
weeks of January. Your reports booklet lists the re‐
ports and due date on the inside cover. It is the
Council’s responsibility to send the reports directly
to Supreme. They can be faxed to the number on
the side of the report page on the tear off section
of the booklet. Some reports can be done online,
but print a copy for your records before sending the
email, as not all reports can be saved.
As the New Year begins, we start the second half of
the year getting ready for the District Deputy Meet‐
ing in January. All District Deputies and their
spouses are expected to be there. The key Directors
and the State Board will be presenting the direction
for the rest of the year. It is a time to bring ques‐
tions from Councils and get answers to bring back
to the Councils. The Councils should make a special
(Continued on page 13)
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A

s we approach the Nativity of our Lord, let
us reflect on the following:

But the Angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, I
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all
the people. Today in the town of David, a Saviour
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord” –Luke
2:10‐11
We know that Man is here on earth for the sake of
other Men.
As such, Brother Knights, we need to strive towards
the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

That we will accept each other as we are
That we will listen to one another
That we will walk with one another
That we will call each other by name
That we will respect our different points of view
That we will be respectful and honest in our
communications
That we will have a positive attitude
That we will be a role model and inspire hope

May you all have a joyous, happy and merry Christ‐
mas!
May 2012 bring you all the BEST!
Charles Russell,
State Treasurer
(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain,)

many other topics which we will address during the
rest of the Columbian year.
May God bless you and your families at this holy
time of Christmas and may you all experience a
new birth in Christ.
Vivat Jesus!
Fr. Henry Rosenbaum,
State Chaplain
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 3, December 2011
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Ronald J. Schuster

By Vince Reyes

orthy Brother Knights

Where has the year gone? It only seems like yester‐
day we were wishing each other Merry Christmas
and Happy New year.
As we approach one of the most Holiest days in the
Catholic community, we reflect on the meaning of
Christmas and what it means to our families. It is
time of peace, love, and hope for all, to be with
loved ones and to reach out to those not as fortu‐
nate as some. We take time to do that little extra
for everyone around us, to make sure that the
Christmas season will not go unnoticed.
As Knights we act year around on the principals of
the order but at Christmas we always go that extra
mile, just in case we missed someone or something.
On behalf of my wife Kathy and myself, I would like
to take this opportunity to wish every one a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and pros‐
perous New Year with every Blessing.
Remember to Keep Christ in Christmas.
God Bless you and your Families

Ron Schuster
State Advocate

A

“13 Areas of Protocol”
warm fraternal greetings to one and all!

This is the last of the three‐part series on the
Grand Knight’s 13 areas of protocol:
9) Introductions
• A person who has been elected but has not yet
taken office is called by the title of that office with –
“elect” after the title, for example, “Grand Knight
Elect Richard.”
• A monsignor is not addressed as “Father” but a
“Monsignor.”
• A State officer is not addressed as “Brother” but
with the title of his office, for example, “Worthy
State Deputy Gary.”
• When introducing dignitaries at the head table, en‐
sure names are spelled correctly and proper titles
are used. The order of rank should be observed
scrupulously.
10) Speaker and Speeches
• There should be only one guest speaker – normally
the last speaker on the program.
• Remarks from others should be limited to a few
minutes each.
• When more than one are present then only the sen‐
ior ranking officer should speak.
• If several general agents are present, one should be
invited to speak for the group.
• If the speaker is a woman or if the main speaker’s
wife attends, she usually is presented with flowers.
• Jokes or comments that relate to ethnic groups
must never be used.
• Thank the speaker at least three times: In public
from the rostrum, in private before his departure
and in a letter from the council.
11) Head Table
• Seating should be arranged by rank from the middle
out to either end – with the highest ranking official
seated at the middle of the head table.
• Guests should be introduced from right toward the
middle, then from left toward the middle, regardless
of rank, and no one should be excluded, including
those who will speak later.
• Dignitaries in the audience should be introduced
(Continued on page 12)
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From the Agency
By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

RRSP’s, TFSA, RIF’s and Annuities

T

he beauty of our annuity products lies
squarely in their simplicity and security.

Simple from the standpoint that they’re fixed in na‐
ture. They provide long‐term accumulation of
wealth, specifically designed for retirement needs.
There are no hidden management fees or annual
charges. (Surrender charges may apply).
Secure because they are backed by the Knights of
Columbus, an organization that earns the highest
ratings from independent rating services while
maintaining high ethical standards.

Columbus annuity. It’s reasonably priced ($300.00
to start), guaranteed and controlled by someone
you trust– you!
Call your professional Knights of Columbus agent
today and talk about securing a comfortable and
worry‐free retirement.
Current rates are available by contacting your lo‐
cal Fraternal benefit Advisor. You may call the AB/
NWT Regional office at 403‐343‐2242 or Email:
bouchardagencymail.com for the name of your
Advisor
Marc Bouchard,
General Agent
(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

Our investment philosophy is consistent with the
nature of the funds entrusted to us. We invest in
vehicles that generate competitive rates for you,
while assuring absolute safety of your retirement
nest egg.
Whether you’re looking to start a retirement sav‐
ings program or moving substantial, more volatile
funds into ‘safer waters’, the Knights of Columbus
offers programs that can help you achieve your
goals.
Take control of your retirement‐ establish a retire‐
ment plan of your own. Here at the Knights of Co‐
lumbus, you can open a retirement annuity for as
little as $300.00. Consistent and disciplined savings
placed into that annuity over time can guarantee
you at retirement an income that you cannot out‐
live. That’s right– guarantee you an income you
cannot outlive. That guarantee– and that fact that
no one has every lost money in a Knights of Colum‐
bus annuity– really will provide you with peace of
mind.
As you ponder all the things that may not work out
as you proceed toward retirement, think about one
thing you can do to help yourself– a Knights of
Page 4

I would to thank my fellow Board members, our State
Program Directors and their team members for their
continued efforts on behalf of our Alberta/NWT Juris‐
diction!
I also want to say a sincere thank you to our District
Deputies, those returning and those in their first year
as District Deputies! Your efforts in supporting the
Grand Knights and their Councils are essential to in‐
suring the continuing success and growth of our juris‐
diction!
And, I would like to sincerely thank everyone in our
jurisdiction who contributed in so many ways to make
our Coats for Kids Program successful in Slave Lake as
well as throughout our jurisdiction! Please visit our
Supreme and State websites for more on Coats for
Kids and other State Programs.
In closing, on behalf of my wife Cheryl and myself
and our family, we sincerely wish each and everyone
of you and your families, a blessed and holy Christmas
Season and, health and happiness in the New Year!
Vivat Jesus!
Gary Johnson,
Knights of Columbus
State Deputy
Alberta/NWT
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From the State Program Director

From the State Youth Director

By John Majowski

By Adam LaGrange

Jesus is The Reason for the Christ‐mas Season!

C

hristmas is a celebrating season. Universally, we
rejoice at the Birth of the Babe in Jesus. He is the
"Emmanuel', gifted to us. His coming offered us hope,
radiated His Light and exemplified His Love for us.
The Miracle of Christmas is a source of Inspiration. Let
us inspire others!
The Birth of Christ is the cause for Celebration. Let us
make known His cause!
As Knights, we must do our part to make this Christmas
season a time for spiritual rejoicing and keep the true
meaning of Christmas alive. What celebrates the true
meaning of Christmas is sharing, caring, and loving oth‐
ers.
Councils and Assemblies are encouraged to undertake
initiatives and activities that remind everyone that there
is much more to Christmas than gifts and cookies.
Remember what Jeremiah said: 'Stand by the roads,
and look and ask for the ancient paths, where the good
way is and walk in it, and find rest for your souls'. Be
proud to speak up for your faith with pride and rever‐
ence.
Be proud that you're a Catholic. Be proud that you’re a
Knight.
Please remember to submit your State Program entries
to the Red Deer office by March 9, 2012. More informa‐
tion will follow in the next issue of State Affairs.
On behalf of my wife, Jadzia and our family, we wish
everyone a Christmas of joy and peace and a wonderful
New Year, with good health, cheer and success.
May Jesus shower His choicest blessings on you in abun‐
dance!
Vivat Jesus!
John Majowski
State Program Director
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 3, December 2011

B

rother Knights,

I would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christ‐
mas and a Happy New Year. May we all be safe
over this holiday season and celebrate with all of
our family and friends.
With the turning of the new year, lets try focus on
the youth of our State. These young men and
women are the future leaders of our church, com‐
munity and even the Knights of Columbus. So for all
the Squires out there, lets try to include all the
young men we can in this program and to all the
members of the Knights of Columbus, let’s try to
keep the youth active within our Council, Parish
and Community.
If any Council doesn’t have a Squire Circle and
would like to start one, I would be more than happy
to set you on the path to starting this worth while
program. The future leaders of our Order are the
current youth in our Youth Programs.
Vivat Jesus,
Adam LaGrange,
State Youth Director

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta-Northwest
Territories State Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the AlbertaNorthwest Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Deadline
for submissions is the 15th day of the month prior to
publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB T1B 1L9
E-Mail: manctil@memlane.com Telephone:
(403) 526-4058
State Council Office
#4, 5579—47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
Office: (403) 341-4848, Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404 E-Mail: StateOffice@kofc.ab.ca
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From the State Membership Director

From the Master 4th Degree

By Brad Cody

By Michael Drewniak

H

ello Brother Knights.

First, I want to wish each of you, your families and
your Councils a very Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year.
We are nearing the half way point of the Columbian
Year. Have you reached half of your membership
goals? I know that as a jurisdiction we are lagging
behind our goal. I trust that each of you have plans
for campaigns and several 1st Degrees to reach your
goals. I also trust each of you have set up your
Council’s Recruitment and Retention Committee,
which will ensure that members are found , initi‐
ated, engaged and retained.
Many of you attended the Seminars in Calgary and
Edmonton in early December. I hope that you
found them informative of the new focus Supreme
has asked of each of us. Supreme want us to recruit
365 days a year. They want us to focus our priority
on the value of members much more so than on
the size of our bank accounts. Supreme wants us to
embrace the fact that our most important asset is
our members, not the items we own or even our
bank accounts. I hope the Seminars also provided
some tools for you to use in enacting the changes
Supreme has implemented. Supreme has asked us
to change how we do things and to make our mem‐
bers the number one priority of our Councils.
We all need to remember that we are here to help
each other and to invite every Catholic man to join
our ranks. Once we have the men as members we
need to engage them and keep them active with
our program activities. A broad range of activities
provides something of interest to each Brother
Knight.

W

orthy Faithful Navigators & Sir Knights all:

During my first nine months as Master and
travelling the District, visiting Assemblies for Instal‐
lations, Exemplifications and attending numerous
4th Degree functions, I have noticed apathy for the
Official Regalia Dress of a Member of the 4th De‐
gree.
New Sir Knights especially, are not informed prop‐
erly by the proposers of their Assembly regarding
the Official Regalia Dress of a 4th Degree Knight
specifically the wearing of shirts with wing tip col‐
lars. I have also seen improper tuxes, with vests,
regular ties, etc. at Installations and Exemplifica‐
tions; this is usually the result of rented tuxedos
and/or misinformation.
The rental of a tuxedo must be discouraged for a
number of reasons. Firstly, it’s costly and the
money spent could go towards the purchase of the
members own tuxedo. Secondly, if a member wants
to join the 4th Degree he must have intentions of
participating in the 4th Degree functions of his As‐
sembly, which the attire is the tuxedo as stipulated
in the Color Corps Drill Manual. If he rented a tux‐
edo for his Exemplification, the next function that
arises in his Assembly, he cannot attend because he
does not have his own tuxedo, or he has to rent a
tux again! (Costly) The purchase of a tuxedo is an
investment for the long term if this member is to
become an active member, thus the discourage‐
ment of rentals. Assemblies have to refrain from
last minute recruiting in order for the candidate to
have time to purchase his tuxedo.

Every man brings a unique skill set to our Councils.
We need to embrace each member’s skills and
abilities and help him make our Council stronger. As

I also have seen Assemblies encouraging “business
attire” to their members as an alternative to wear‐
ing the tuxedo for 4th Degree Ceremonials. This is
not allowed and must not keep re‐occurring. The
member must be encouraged to purchase his tux‐
edo in order for him to participate in 4th Degree

(Continued on page 13)

(Continued on page 10)
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From the State Historian

From the State Pro-Life Chair Couple

By Dennis Castellino, PSD

By Patrice Roussel

A

t the State Convention in April, 2011, our
then State Deputy Neil Gannon announced
my appointment as State Historian, with the man‐
date to publish third volume of the Alberta/ NWT
State Council History Book (1995‐2010).
I feel honored for this privilege and with the assis‐
tance, support and input from the numerous tal‐
ented Brother Knights in the Jurisdiction, I am con‐
fident that my mandate will be accomplished suc‐
cessfully.
For those of you who have read or are in the pos‐
session of the History Books, Volumes 1 and 2, it is
going to be a challenge for me and my Committee
to maintain the high standard of excellence
achieved by my predecessors; Past State Deputy
Charles Merta (Volume 1, 1907‐1980) and Sir
Knight Kenneth Beckie (Volume 2, 1980‐1995) for
their invaluable accomplishments.
As we are in the midst of the digital age and acute
environmental awareness, the 3rd Volume of our
History Book will be provided in a limited number
of the traditional “Hard Copies” and any number of
DVD’s required. Each DVD will comprise all three
Volumes of the History Books. Consideration to in‐
stall all History Book’s on our website is under re‐
view. The cost and ordering procedure of the His‐
tory Book (hard copy and/or DVD) will be indicated
in the near future following receipt of a response to
a questionnaire sent to all Grand Knights.
A budget and work plan was presented to our new
State Deputy, Gary Johnson and his State Board in
September 2011 and we are forging ahead with
their approval to complete the History Book for
availability in 2013. Updates on our program will be
provided in our State Affairs.
My Brother Knights and the leadership at all levels
in our great Jurisdiction, you will be receiving re‐
(Continued on page 9)
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W

hat better gift are we given by God our
Father then the gift of life? We are now
preparing for Christmas through Advent and again
we will celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus‐Christ.
Every year at this time I think of our Holy Mother
who gave birth to the Son of God. History told us
that she bared Christ the child before she was mar‐
ried. At that time, in the
Jewish faith, she could
have been stoned to
death, and easily re‐
jected by Joseph who
was to marry her. Her
faith told her to say yes
to God, Joseph trusted
God when he found out
about Mary’s condition,
a huge act of faith.
History also told us that
Herod the king did not
make their life easy as
they ran away to Egypt. Herod plan was to kill all
first infants so his kingdom would have no threat.
Their love for God was countless; they did what it
takes to please the divine Father all in the name of
love, which Christ taught us so well.
I could go on with the lessons they gave us, but I
also want to talk about the reality that surrounds
us. As I write these lines, there is a debate to legal‐
ize euthanasia in this country, again. This scares me
because the trends of the past in our government’s
shows that if you bring a negative often enough it
normally becomes law down the precarious roads
of politics. Every Knight around our country should
be offended and should fight to prevent this from
happening in our country. Not only Knights but all
Catholics and other Christians denominations as
well, this goes right against the church teaching;
“thy shall not kill,” one of the Ten Commandments
that all Christians must follow. Abortion and eutha‐
(Continued on page 11)
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Slave Lake “Coats for Kids” program presented on
October 29, 2011 at St. Peters Celestine Catholic
Church. In picture: State Warden, Vince Reyes and
his wife Ruby, State Deputy, Gary Johnson and his
wife Cheryl, Supreme Director, Mickey Casavant,
Membership & Program Coordinator, Dan O’Hara
and Father Jeyapaul Packiasamy.

Doctor Gerry Turcotte, the President of St. Mary’s
College with Leo Bunz, his sponsor receiving his
First Degree into the Knights of Columbus by Father
Albert Newman Council #8470

Financial Secretary Anthony Allen presenting a
$500.00 cheque to Deacon Khai Phan from Father
Bonner Council 7599.

State Warden, Vince Reyes and his beautiful wife
Ruby helping to provide kids with winter jackets at
the 2011 “Coats for Kids” in Slave Lake.
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Anyone wishing to have a picture
printed in a State Affairs publication
can submit to the state office though
email at stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca in a jpeg
format please. Please provide a brief
description of picture.
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From the State Financial Secretaries Chairman

From the Charitable Foundation

By Ed Matheson

By Robert Kruchten, President of the ACF

Financial Secretaries

W

orthy Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries

November 2011

For FS’s

D

Greetings from the Charitable Foundation Direc‐
tors. Your foundation had a good year.
•

A big thank you to the Directors for their commit‐
ment to it. This year a new Director joined the
Board. We are delighted to welcome IPSD Neil
Gannon. A big thank you to the past President of the
Foundation, Brother Lito Reyes. Brothers Neil and
Lito provided excellent leadership to the State Board
and to the Foundation Board respectively, Thanks to
them, our two Boards are working very harmoni‐
ously. The Foundation donates to charity on behalf
of all Knights and Councils in Alberta. Brothers, if
you can help the Foundation by giving a donation
before the year end it would be greatly appreciated.
Of course, a donation given at any time of the year
would be wonderful. Your Grand Knights and Dis‐
trict Deputies will have the information about do‐
nating to the Foundation. You can also call the State
Office for this information. Remember the Founda‐
tion is a registered charity and does issue tax chari‐
table receipts.

•

Examples of the Charitable Foundation giving on
behalf of all Alberta Knights abound. A recent one is
included in this State Affairs edition. In the photo is
Foundation Director Willis Winter presenting a
cheque for $2,000.00 to Martin McDonald of Camp
Cadicasu.

It has been reported that some Councils did not receive
the most current Financial Secretary Manual and if you
have not received it, contact Supreme to get it.
Your Council Program Personnel are counting on you to
help them get all the materials that they need to con‐
struct and operate all the necessary Programs to make
the Council earn a Star Council Status. Do your best for
your Brother Knights.
Accidental Death Insurance is effective for both Knights
and Wives with PAID UP Dues. Advise every member
that has not paid.
Thank you Brother FS’s and LETS DO IT!
Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐ 6484 (H), 717‐2123 (C),
487‐ 9586 (F)
Email: edmath@telus.net
(Continued from page 7, State Historian)

quests for; reports, data, photographs and re‐
sponses to questionnaires from me or my Commit‐
tee Members on my behalf in the months ahead.
Please respond expeditiously to allow us to meet
our proposed publication of the History Book in
early 2013.
Thank you, Vivat Jesus!

ear Brothers in Christ:

Joyeaux Noel,‐‐Merry Christmas from my wife, Eveline
and me. May God Bless you and your loved ones at this
Christmas and throughout the new year as we celebrate
the birth of the son of God.
Bob Kruchten,
President

Dennis Castellino
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From the State Community Director
By Ryszard Kazek

M

y Dear Brothers,

Wow! It's that wonderful time of year when we cele‐
brate the birth of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and
give him thanks for all that he has bestowed on us and
our families during the year. I have a lot to be grateful
for. Being alive to enjoy my family is one of them; having
you in my life is another.
I ask each of you to please take some time to reflect on
our Supreme Knight’s motto for the Knights: "We are
our brother’s keeper". We all must ask ourselves: what
are we doing in our daily lives to have a positive impact
on the lives of all those that we encounter on a daily
basis? Can we do more? I know that you will agree that
we Knights would make a difference in our community
and this world for the good if we all followed this motto
in some small way.
On behalf of my wife, Bogusia, our family and myself, I
wish you and your families a very Happy and Holy Christ‐
mas and a healthy, joyful, peaceful and prosperous New
Year.

(Continued from page 6, 4th Degree Master )

functions. If he has financial difficulties, then the
Assembly can be Charitable and assist the member
by purchasing the members tuxedo for him, if he
agrees to become active and will make installment
payments agreeable to both parties.
The fault for this disregard to the proper attire of
the new candidate ultimately lies on the Faithful
Navigators of the Assemblies, because they are the
leaders of the Assembly and are mandated through
their Installation of Office “to discharge their exact‐
ing duties as chief executive officer of the Fourth
Degree in their Assembly” and to “Enforce the Laws
strictly, but not harshly, keeping in mind at all times
that the good of the Order of the Knights of Colum‐
bus comes before any individual member.” In plain
language, follow the rules of the Order you made
an oath to do. Also, any Sir Knight who proposes a
new candidate for membership, there the fault also
lies. The Order and the 4th Degree strives for uni‐
formity among its members, this is what sets us
apart from other fraternal organizations.

God Bless you all!

By Daniel Schmitz

Please read through the following article regarding
UNIFORMITY and the Membership Dress Code,
and implement it into your recruitment of new
members as well as those existing members who
may not understand the dress code requirements
and its significance.

he aim of the State program is to raise an
amount of $150.00 per Council. This is a charita‐
ble donation and there are many way to provide this.
$50.00 or more gets you a certificate.

You will also find a request from Former Master
Larry Boland regarding some of the the same issues
I have stated.

Fraternally,
Ryszard Kazek, State Community Director
From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

T

If you wish to have your contributions registered for this
fiscal year please get you submissions in early as our
year end is December 31st. Many Councils have not con‐
tributed so far this year. Our strength is in our unity.
Send all donations to K of C State Council Office‐ #4,
5579‐47th St., Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1

Sandra and I wish to express our best wishes to
every Sir Knight and their family for a Blessed
Christmas and a very Happy New Year.
Fraternally,
Michael Drewniak, MFD

Vivat Jesus,
Daniel Schmitz, State Pennies for Heaven Chairman
Page 10

See insert for the rest of Michael Drewniak’s Article
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From the State Communications & PR Director
By Michael Anctil

H

ello Brother Knights,

As we near the end of 2011 we can reflect at the last
twelve months. Hopefully 2011 will be remembered as a
very positive year.
When I look back at the first few months in this portfolio
I want to firstly thank the Communications and Public
Relations Committee members for all their help and
support. Information on events happening in our juris‐
diction have been forwarded to me and uploaded to our
State website by Joseph Duenas or John Luk. Photogra‐
phers Al Girard, James Danielson and John Luk. Mass
Times Booklets Ed Matheson. Archives Chairmen Tony
Lemay. Changes are ongoing as there are many worthy
activities constantly happening that need to be publi‐
cize. Secondly I’d like to thank the State Board, Worthy
State Deputy Gary Johnson and State Executive Secre‐
tary Shauna LaGrange for all their guidance and helping
me learn my new duties and responsibilities.
I’m please to introduce Martin McDonald as our new
State Publicity Coordinator. Worthy State Deputy Gary
Johnson and I choose Martin to be our liaison to media
outlets. Martin’s duties will include writing articles on
Knights activities in our jurisdiction and forwarding the
information to media in hopes that the story will be
published. Thank you Martin for volunteering for this
position. Please contact Martin at mjmcalab@shaw.ca
or me at manctil@memlane.com to see if Martin can
cover your event. Alternatively you can forward photos
and highlights of your event to us.

(Continued from page 7, Pro-Life Chair Couple)

nasia are very grave sins that we also bare if we
don’t try to stop them ourselves. With regards to
euthanasia, I encourage you to go to your MP’s and
your MLA’s and make it known that you oppose
such actions, ask them to consider doing everything
possible to go the palliative care way in every re‐
gions of our Country before taking the easy way
out. Euthanasia and assisted suicide show no love
at all to anyone. Be a Knight; take a stand for life,
just do it, and bring your family and friends with
you.
On the subject of abortion, I read a quote that
really touched me this week. “If abortion is so right,
then why do women keep it so secret after they
had done it?” The more I read on post abortion re‐
sponse the more I realize how the women convert
to God for healing. They admit how difficult it is for
them, that any professionals that provide help, of‐
ten avoid talking about the abortions. They had
thought this was in many cases the beginning of
their depressions or difficulty to have a relationship
with others. So through our prayers and positive,
loving action we can help them pull through.
Let us wish you a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year! Make life a priority in all levels of
your families from the unborn to the elderly, God
loves us all!
Patrice & Helene Roussel
Pro‐life Chair‐couple

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or
concerns that you may have in regards to the Communi‐
cation and PR Committee.
On behalf of the entire Communications and PR Com‐
mittee may we all wish you and your Family a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
God Bless,
Michael Anctil
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(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

•

•

•

•

from the highest to the lowest.
When there is no head table and all dignitaries are
seated in the audience, introductions are made
from the lowest up to the highest, who would be
called on to speak.
For speaking programs, guests are introduced from
the lowest rank up to the main speaker. A person of
junior rank should never speak after someone with
a higher office unless he is the speaker for the occa‐
sion. Persons introduced from the audience should
be ranked from top down as opposed to speakers
who appear from the lowest up.
All should rise when the Hierarchy, Clergy, State
Deputy and Honored Guest get up to speak and
should rise again when they leave the podium to be
seated.
Never place a lady or a priest at the end of the head
table.

12) Flags
• Aside from the national flag, other flags may be
used, like the Vatican or Papal flag, State or Provin‐
cial flag or K of C flag, but the order is always the
same – with the National flag on the right side of the
speaker as he faces the audience.
13) Jewels
• At council functions and socials, all officers should
wear their current jewel of office
• When a Fourth Degree member attends an official
function of the Order where Fourth Degree dress is
required, he may wear the jewel of his current office
around his neck, be it an assembly or council jewel,
together with the social baldric.
As mentioned earlier, in protocol, there is no rule for
every situation. However, by applying common courtesy
and proper consideration for the office represented by
the person, we will never go wrong. (Note: This was
adapted from the Supreme booklet # 1612‐6/93 &
Maryland Grand Knight’s Handbook, 1998‐1999).
May the gift of love of Baby Jesus be with us all now and
forever more! Amen!
From my family ‐ wife Ruby and I, our children, Stepha‐
nie and Richard ‐ to your family and loved ones: “Feliz
Navidad!” “Maligayang Pasko!” “Merry Christmas!”

From the State Vocations Chairman
By Ed Matheson

Important

Vocations
Important

Important
November 2011

W

orthy Grand Knights
Financial Secretaries
Vocations Chairman

R S V P for every $500 given to a Seminarian and re‐
ported to Supreme will get you $100 back to build up
for another Seminarian.
This is the time for Councils to contact the Seminaries
that you deal with and invite Seminarians to your Coun‐
cil functions so that they can meet some of their benefi‐
ciaries. They will appreciate the invite.
VOCATION WARENESS IN SCHOOLS is of utmost impor‐
tance for our CHILDREN. Your Vocation Chairman or
someone should have already contacted your schools
and be working with someone to help the Children un‐
derstand what it means to be a Priest, Sister, Brother,
Deacon or dedicated to a Religious Life in the Church.
It is a great experience and enjoyed by all.
PENNIES FOR HEAVEN: Please aim at getting your
cheque into State early in December 2011 to meet our
commitment to the jurisdiction dioceses.
And as always. Thank you & LETS DO IT!
God Bless.
Ed Matheson
(780) 487‐6484 (H) 717‐2123 (C) 487‐9586 (F)
Email: edmath@telus.net

Love,
Vince R. Reyes, State Warden
Page 12
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(Continued from page 6, Membership Director)

leaders we need to be open to new member’s ideas
and even encourage them with their initiatives by
lending our assistance not resistance. Be open
minded and let the new member blossom into the
Knight we can all be proud of.
Try to apply some of the Lord’s teachings in the op‐
erations of our Council, particularly regarding re‐
tention.
For example, there is the parable of the lost sheep.
As the shepherd in the parable, we need to never
give up on a lost member. He is a member of our
flock and must be found. There is also the parable
about the lost son. We need to welcome the failing
member back into our Order regardless of his fail‐
ure and then teach them the correct way to be a
family man of faith. In essence we need to follow
our faith with our wayward members and do as Je‐
sus taught us.
Brothers, keep up the good work. Your State mem‐
bership team is available to help with any member‐
ship concern you may have encountered.

From the State Mass Times Booklet Chairman
By Ed Matheson

Mass Times Booklet Project

j

November 2011

orthy District Deputies
orthy Grand Knights
orthy Financial Secretaries

The Council will be preparing work on the 2012‐2013
Version of the Mass Times Booklet. The same goes
for the Councils, so budget for your books and order
them when your budget has been approved, which
should already have happened.
Thank you & JUST DO IT!!
Mass Times Booklet Order Form
Council Number:
Date:
Number of Booklets Required:

Vivat Jesus

Name of Person Ordering:

Brad Cody
State Membership Director
(Continued from page 2, State Secretary,)

invitation to the District Deputy so he can bring the
information to you and your members. Communi‐
cation is the only way we can work as one big team
to get results for the State Deputy. Membership is
increasing, but we can do better. As long as there
are Catholic gentlemen next to us at church who
are not members of the Knights of Columbus, there
is potential. All you have to do is ask.
Winter is coming, and we must prepare for the
changing weather. Be careful of the school zones,
and drive carefully.

Cost is only $1.00 per book, a real bargain.
Check payable to: K of C Council 4530
Mail to: K of C Council 4530, 18415‐ 80 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5T 1E8
Ed Matheson
State Mass Times Booklets Chairman
(780) 487‐6484 (H), 717‐2123 (C),
487‐9586 (F),
Email: edmath@telus.net

William Smith
State Secretary
State Affairs, Volume 15, Number 3, December 2011
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Congratulations
Families of the Month
2011- 2012
September 2011
William & Rachelle Petton
Gary & Denise-Fisher
Lorance & Barbara Pasiechnyk
Larry & Elaine Rowan

Edmonton Council #1184
Father Bonner Council #7599
Father Albert Newman Council #8470
Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064

October 2011
Richard & Shirley Hreczuch
Dave & Charlene Wehage
Carlos Ortiz & Carmen Alduncin
Keith & Teresa Subero

Edmonton Council #1184
Father Bonner Council #7599
Airdrie Council #8045
Father Albert Newman Council #8470

Winners of the Standing Holy Family Statue

September 2011
Gary & Denise Fisher

Father Bonner Council #7599

October 2011
Carlos Ortiz & Carmen Alduncin

Airdrie Council #8045
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Third Degree Exemplification Schedule

From the Knights of Columbus
State Office
Shauna and Carlena would like to wish all of
the Knights and their families in our
great organization a very Merry Christmas
and all the best in 2012. All of the dedication
and hard work you do for charity will never
go unnoticed by our Lord, Jesus Christ.
God Bless.

Calendar of Events
Annual State Council Meeting (Convention)
Sherwood Park April 27-29, 2012
2012 State Curling Bonspiel
Fort Saskatchewan, March 16-18, 2012
Fort Saskatchewan Council #6363
Chairman Bill Potvin
billpotvin@shaw.ca
2012 State Hockey Tournament
Still looking for a host Council for this event.
Please contact: State Council Director Bill Potvin
(780) 998-0504
billpotvin@shaw.ca

Date

Location

Dec 10, 2011

High Level

Jan 28, 2012

Edson

Feb 11, 2012

Fort McMurray

Feb 25, 2012

Edmonton

Mar 3, 2012

Lloydminster

Mar 4, 2012

Lethbridge

Mar 24, 2012

Red Deer

Apr 14, 2012

Grande Prairie

Apr 21, 2012

Westlock

May 12, 2012

Calgary

May 26, 2012

Edmonton

Fourth Degree Exemplification Schedule
Date

Feb 18, 2012 (North) Cold Lake

When applying for Athletic events, please use the spe- April 21, 2012
cific form. Forms can be found in the GK Manual in
(North)
Section F-1, pages 2-3.

Merry
Christmas
&
Happy
New Year
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Location

Grande Prairie

Top ten gifts NOT to buy your WIFE for Christmas
1. Any household Appliance
2. Household Cleaners
3. Knives to cook for you with
4. No gifts that are really for yourself
but you try pretend they are for her
5. No Lingerie made of flannel
6. No name perfume that costs $1.99 (It stinks!)
7. Any type of cubic zirconia jewellery
you see on the Home Shopping Network
8. Clothes, you think you know her size but for
some slight chance if your wrong, look out!
9. A gift certificate to Jenny Craig or Weight Watchers
10. Last but not least, never buy a woman anti-wrinkle
cream, Or a book on "How not to be Nasty Sunday
through Saturday.
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The Gift of the Magi
By O. Henry (1906)
One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all. And sixty cents
of it was in pennies… Three times Della counted it. One dollar and
eighty-seven cents. And the next day would be Christmas. There was
clearly nothing to do but flop down on the shabby little couch and
howl. So Della did it. Which instigates the moral reflection that life
is made up of sobs, sniffles and smiles, with sniffles predominating.
While the mistress of the home is gradually subsiding from the first
stage to the second, take a look at the home. A furnished flat at $8
per week … In the vestibule below was a letter-box… and a card
bearing the name “Mr. James Dillingham Young.” The “Dillingham”
had been flung to the breeze during a former period of prosperity
when its possessor was being paid $30 per week. Now, when the
income was shrunk to $20, the letters of “Dillingham” looked
blurred… But whenever Mr. James Dillingham Young came home
and reached his flat above he was called “Jim” and greatly hugged by
Mrs. James Dillingham Young, already introduced to you as Della.
Which is all very good.
Della finished her cry and attended to her cheeks with the powder
rag. Only $1.87 to buy a present for him. Her Jim. Many a happy
hour she had spent planning for something nice for him. Something
fine and rare and sterling—something just a little bit near to being
worthy of the honour of being owned by Jim…
Now, there were two possessions of the James Dillingham Youngs
in which they both took a mighty pride. One was Jim’s gold watch
that had been his father’s and grandfather’s. The other was Della’s
hair… So now Della’s beautiful hair fell about her, rippling and shining like a cascade of brown waters. It reached below her knee and
made itself almost a garment for her. And then she did it up again
nervously and quickly…
On went her old brown jacket; on went her old brown hat. With a
whirl of skirts and with a brilliant sparkle still in her eyes, she fluttered out the door and down the stairs to the street. Where she
stopped the sign read: “Mme. Sofronie. Hair Goods of All Kinds.”
“Will you buy my hair?” asked Della.
“I buy hair,” said Madame. “Take your hat off and let’s have a
sight at the looks of it.”
Down rippled the brown cascade. “Twenty dollars,” said Madame,
lifting the mass with a practiced hand.
“Give it to me quick,” said Della.
Oh, and the next two hours tripped by on rosy wings. Forget the
hashed metaphor. She was ransacking the stores for Jim’s present.
She found it at last. It surely had been made for Jim and no one else.
There was no other like it in any of the stores and she had turned all
of them inside out. It was a platinum fob chain simple and chaste in
design, properly proclaiming its value by substance alone and not be
meretricious ornamentation—as all good things should do. It was
even worthy of The Watch. As soon as she saw it she knew that it
must be Jim’s. It was like him. Quietness and value—the description
applied to both. Twenty-one dollars they took from her for it and she
hurried home with the 87 cents. With that chain on his watch Jim
might be properly anxious about the time in any company. Grand as
the watch was, he sometimes looked at it on the sly on account of the
old leather strap that he used in place of a chain.
When Della reached home her intoxication gave way a little to
prudence and reason. She got out her curling irons and lighted the gas
and went to work repairing the ravages made by generosity added to
love… Within forty minutes her head was covered with tiny, closelying curls that made her look wonderfully like a truant schoolboy…
“If Jim doesn’t kill me,” she said to herself, “before he takes a second look at me, he’ll say I look like a Coney Island chorus girl.”
Jim was never late. Dell doubled the fob chain in her hand and sat
on the corner of the table near the door that he always entered. Then
she heard his step on the stair away down on the first flight and she
turned white for just a moment. She had a habit of saying little silent
prayers about the simplest everyday things and now she whispered:
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“Please God, make him think I am still pretty.”
The door opened and Jim stepped in and closed it. He looked thin
and very serious… Jim stopped inside the door, as immovable at a
setter as the sent of quail. His eyes were fixed upon Della, and there
was an expression in them that she could not read, and it terrified her.
It was not anger, nor surprise, nor disapproval, nor horror, nor any of
the sentiments that she had been prepared for. He simply stared at her
fixedly with that peculiar expression on his face…
“Jim, darling,” she cried, “don’t look at me that way. I had my hair
cut off and sold it because I couldn’t have lived through Christmas
without giving you a present. It’ll grow out again - you won’t mind,
will you? I just had to do it. My hair grows awfully fast. Say “Merry
Christmas!” Jim, and let’s be happy. You don’t know what a nice what a beautiful nice gift I’ve got for you.”
“You’ve cut off your hair?” asked Jim, laboriously, as if he had not
arrived at that patent fact yet even after the hardest mental labour.
“Cut it off and sold it,” said Della. “Don’t you like me just as well,
anyhow? I’m me without my hair, ain’t I?”
Jim looked about the room curiously. “You say your hair is gone?”
he said, with an air almost of idiocy.
“You needn’t look for it,” said Della. “It’s sold, I tell you - sold
and gone, too. It’s Christmas Eve, boy. Be good to me, for it went
for you. Maybe the hairs of my head were numbered,” she went on
with a sudden serious sweetness, “but nobody could ever count my
love for you. Shall I put the chops on, Jim?”
Out of his trance Jim seemed quickly to wake. He enfolded his
Della… Jim drew a package from his overcoat pocket and threw it
upon the table. “Don’t make any mistake, Dell,” he said, “about me.
I don’t think there’s anything in the way of a haircut or a shave or a
shampoo that could make me like my girl any less. But if you’ll unwrap that package you may see why you had me going a while at
first.”
White fingers and nimble tore at the string and paper. And then an
ecstatic scream of joy; and then, alas a quick feminine change to hysterical tears and wails, necessitating the immediate employment of all
the comforting powers of the lord of the flat. For there lay The
Combs - the set of combs, side and back, that Della had worshipped
for the long in a Broadway window. Beautiful combs, pure tortoise
shell, with jeweled rims - just the shade to wear in the beautiful vanished hair. They were expensive combs, she knew and her heart had
simply craved and yearned over them without the least hope of possession. And now, they were hers, but the tresses that should have
adorned the coveted adornments were gone. But she hugged them to
her bosom and at length she was able to look up with dim eyes and a
smile and say:
“My hair grows so fast, Jim!” And then Della leaped up like a little
singed cat and cried, “Oh, oh!”
Jim had not yet seen his beautiful present. She held it out to him
eagerly upon her open palm. The dull precious metal seemed to flash
with a reflection of her bright and ardent spirit.
“Isn’t it a dandy, Jim? I hunted all over town to find it. You’ll
have to look at the time a hundred times a day now. Give me your
watch. I want to see how it looks on it.”
Instead of obeying, Jim tumbled down on the couch and put his
hands under the back of his head and smiled. “Dell,” said he, “Let’s
put our Christmas presents away and keep’em a while. They’re too
nice to use just at present. I sold the watch to get the money to buy
your combs. And now suppose you put the chops on.”
The magi, as you know, were wise men - wonderfully wise men
who brought gifts to the Babe in the manger. They invented the art of
giving Christmas presents. Being wise, their gifts were no doubt wise
ones, possibly bearing the privilege of exchange in case of duplication. And here I have lamely related to you the uneventful chronicle
of two foolish children in a flat who most unwisely sacrificed for each
other the greatest treasures of their house. But in a last word to the
wise of these days let it be said that of all who give gifts these two
were the wisest. Of all who give and receive gifts, such as they are
wisest… they are the magi.
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