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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“As we have less than a third of the

“We are all blessed with many and
particular gifts by God in order that our
time here in the world may be joyful and
fulfilling.”

parish membership in the Knights of
Columbus and you are a member, then
the person on each side of you is
probably not a Knight. Pick one and ask
him to join.”
William J. Smith

B

rother Knights, Spouses and Family,

Well the Christmas break has made us all happy and a
little heavier from the fine food we shared with friends
and family. Now is the time to wear the “extra burden”
off with volunteer work, to go along with the heavy
shovelling we have been getting used to this fine winter.
As we progress into February, we remember Valentine’s
Day as a special celebration of our loved ones and family. On Valentine’s Day my father bought our loving
mother chocolates, and with four boys, he always
bought extra for us. We thought it was because he loved
us, but it was so mom might have a chance to enjoy
some of her own. We ate both.
Lent is also coming up. No chocolates here, but still family time together. The rosary was said after supper every
day. No computers. No cell phones. No T.V. If we don’t
schedule time together, how do we call ourselves a family? If not, we become just people living in the same
house. We have 168 hours each week; God should be
able to be scheduled in for an hour? As Brother Ed
Matheson reminds us, “just do it!”
We will continue our membership drives over the next
six months of this Fraternal Year. When in church, check
the person on your right, then check to your left. As we
have less than a third of the parish membership in the
Knights of Columbus and you are a member, then the
person on each side of you is probably not a Knight. Pick
(Continued on page 11)

Fr. Jim Corrigan

M

y Worthy Brothers:

By the time our State Affairs newsletter is published, we
will all have celebrated and welcomed the coming of the
New Year 2014, whether we are home-grown, Ukrainian
or Asian. So, we welcome the New Year, and we celebrate it according to our family and cultural traditions.
My question is this: “What are we going to do about it?”
It is my sincere belief that an integral part of our Godgiven humanity is an innate desire to do what we do,
well. Our human nature is such that when we embark in
a particular direction or take on a particular task, our
desire is to do it well. We have all heard or used the expression, “If you are going to do a job, you should do it
well”. This makes sense and it is part of who we are. We
are all blessed with many and particular gifts by God in
order that our time here in the world may be joyful and
fulfilling. Our nature and our faith calls us to recognize
these gifts, to be grateful for them and to share them,
always with an eye to the common good with the implicit goal of giving greater glory to God, the giver of all
that is good.
So what are we going to do about it? A new year, a new
beginning invites us to take a critical look at the three
most important relationships in our lives. Our relationship with God, with others and with ourselves. The challenging part of this process is that it is difficult to look
inward honestly, because often enough, we are afraid of
the answers we may come up with. Yet, the way we are
able to grow, to improve and to flourish as Disciples of
(Continued on page 10)
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From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Ronald J. Schuster

By W. Charles Russell

orthy Brother Knights,

First of all I would like to take this opportunity to
wish each and everyone one of you and your families the very best in 2014.
Spring will soon be upon us (we hope), and as well,
our annual Convention. It is my hope that all the
Councils in Alberta and NWT will take the time to
send in items to be judged for the great many programs that we provide within our Councils. By now
all the Resolutions have been submitted to the
Resolution Committee to be reviewed, with the exception of those that may come off the floor at the
Convention.
If submitting from the floor keep in mind how you
word your Resolution. Ensure it makes sense to
everyone and also keep in mind that there should
be no solicitation for the Resolution. Remember we
are “Men of Integrity”.
I wish to remind all Brother Knights to be cautious
when sending emails. Words sometimes are very
hurtful. You may not intend that but the person receiving the same may see it in a different perspective. When speaking to a Brother Knight, bear in
mind the Oath we all took to treat a Brother Knight
with respect as you would like to be treated. We all
may not agree on everything we do but that does
not mean that we have to be brutally critical of the
person presenting an idea.
Remember to enjoy fraternalism, keep recruiting,
service your programs and we will be successful in
God’s work.

B

rother Knights,

Christmas has come and gone and I wish and hope
that you all had a great holiday.
The 2014 State Operating Budget will be completed
before the end of January and distributed by midFebruary.
The Per Capita and Insurance invoices have been
prepared and mailed to all Councils in our Jurisdiction. Please forward your remittance at your earliest convenience to our State Office in Red Deer.
The 2014 Annual State Convention is well underway. I am preparing the Per Diem for the Councils
who attend.
The Early Bird draw for the Charities Appeal tickets
took place on Sunday, January 19, 2014. The winner
was the Grand Knight from Our Lady of Peace
Council #7203 in Innisfail Alberta. The draw for the
two vehicles will be at the State Hockey Tournament in Stettler on Saturday, March 1, 2014.
The official re-opening and blessing of St. Francis de
Sales Church in High River was held on Saturday,
January 25th. Mass was concelebrated by Bishop
Fred Henry. A 20+ Fourth Degree Honour was present as well as our State Deputy and myself.
Remember that Padre Night in Calgary is on Thursday, February 13th and in Edmonton it is on Thursday, February 20th.
Remember to mark your calendars for the upcoming Major Degrees that are being held in your areas.

Thanks for all you do.
God bless you and your families.
Brother Ron Schuster
State Secretary

Page 2

W. Charles Russell
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Y. Mendita

“Congratulations!”

H

ow would you feel if you had done something
good for your neighbors?

We are positive that our Brother Knights and their families, like my own family, would feel a sense of kindness,
generosity and humility whenever we did volunteer
work to alleviate the hardships and sufferings of the less
fortunate.
A case in point is the annual Christmas hamper delivery
through the Catholic Social Services and in partnership
with the Christmas Bureau of Edmonton. For the past 12
consecutive years, my family joins the numerous Knights
and their families in delivering Christmas hampers to the
needy in Edmonton. It is a good opportunity to renew
friendships, to give something back to the community
and most importantly, it allows everybody to prepare
and welcome in a very worthwhile way the birth of Baby
Jesus! If you haven’t done so, we hope you can help our
team of volunteer drivers on Saturday, December 20th,
2014, from St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Elementary
School in Edmonton.
When our Worthy State Deputy requested me and my
lovely wife, Ruby, to represent him and the State Board
on the occasion of Conseil #1938 La Vérendrye’s 95th
Charter Anniversary celebration, we humbly accepted
because it is always an honour and privilege to represent the State Board, especially to a historic function
such as this. When we first walked into St. Joaquim’s,
the oldest church in Alberta, on Saturday, January 18th,
2014, we felt goose bumps but at the same time felt a
sense of belonging, pride and joy, knowing that so many
people from all walks of life have been there before.
Truly, it was a magnificent place, rich in history and tradition.
Talking a little bit about history, in our Jurisdiction, out
of the 176 councils, 54 councils are 50 years old or
older. The oldest council, Edmonton Council #1184, was
chartered on January 5, 1907. La Vérendrye Conseil
#1938, chartered on April 3, 1919, is the second oldest
council in Edmonton, the fifth oldest council in Alberta
and the first French council in Alberta. The youngest
council in Edmonton, Fr. Michael J. Troy Council #15290,
was chartered on May 25, 2011.
(Continued on page 4)
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I

wish everyone a wonderful year as we continue our
undertakings for the second half of 2013-14 Columbian
Year.
We had a great weekend, Nov 29-Dec 1, 2013, at the
District Deputy Mid-Year Meeting in Red Deer. Everyone
had an enjoyable celebration of early Christmas gathering full of fun, and a spirit of brotherhood came our
way. We would like to thank Lady Kathy Schuster for
organizing the Ladies’ Christmas luncheon with the help
of Lady Ruby Reyes, Lady Merle Mendita and support
from other ladies. It was a great day for all the Ladies
who also enjoyed a painting activity; each of them had a
chance to paint a mini statue of Mama Mary carrying
the child Jesus. Everyone was happy leaving with their
own creation.

Grand Knights, please remember that your District Deputy is our State Deputy’s personal representative, and it
is important that all Council Officers and members familiarize themselves with the respect due to the District
Deputy. We discussed the 13 Areas of Protocol in the
last two issues of State Affairs; now we are continuing in
this month’s issue as follows:
CORRESPONDENCE
• Adhere to guidelines for writing letters, memorandums and bulletins.
• Correspondence should be addressed to the individual using the full proper name, followed by his
proper title whether he be a Knight of Columbus,
Religious, or businessman.
INVITATION FOR FUNCTIONS
• Should be in writing, six weeks before function.
• Sent in name of the Grand Knight and signed by him.
• District Deputy should be invited to all Council
functions.
• Never give blanket invitations.
• Invitations in letter form to an individual. Printed
cards may be used. Bulletins may be attached for
detail information, but do not include the name of
an invitee unless he has agreed to be present.
• Invitations should indicate dress code and extent of
participation required.
VISIT BY THE STATE DEPUTY
• Indicate function, date, time, place, purpose, type of
function, and other individuals on the program and
their roles.
(Continued on page 14)
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From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Grant M. Mann

RRSP Season, Annuities:
More Flexible Than You Might Think

A

nnuities are easily misunderstood, in part because of their name. When you “annuitize” the
money in your annuity (the money you’ve paid in,
plus the interest it has earned), you’ve chosen to
receive monthly payments for life, or for a fixed period.
However, annuitizing this money isn’t your only option. You may also treat an annuity like a Guaranteed Investment Certificate (GIC). That is, you can
use the annuity as a way to accumulate savings and
earn a steady interest rate. You can make withdrawals from the annuity for any reason, although
you may then owe income tax on some, or all, of
the withdrawal amount. If you do choose to annuitize, you also have several payout options.
The point is, these products are flexible enough to
serve a variety of needs.
Contact your Fraternal Benefit Advisor if you’re interested in setting up an annuity as an RRSP,
spousal RRSP, RRIF, a non-registered account, or a
TFSA account.
For the name of your Fraternal Advisor, call (403)
343-2242 or email bouchardagencymail@kofc.org
Marc Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent, AB/NWT
(Continued from page 3, State Advocate)

Congratulations and best wishes to the officers, members and families, headed by Worthy Grand Knight Richard Duguay and his father, Worthy District Deputy J.
Florent Duguay, for their dedicated service to the
Church, Council, Community, Family and Youth for the
past 95 years! We hope to see you again on your 100th
year celebration!

Year to Date Report- December 31, 2013

W

e have initiated 282 new Brother Knights since
July 1st which is the beginning of this Columbian
Year 2013-14. This represents a lot of time donated by
many Brother Knights to organize Parish Campaigns,
follow up calls to prospects, organize First Degree Initiations and welcome new Brother Knights into our Councils.
Rest assured that every Brother Knight that gave of their
time and talent to bring these 282 men into our Order
will be richly rewarded, in this life and the next. For they
are providing these new Brother Knights the opportunity to work out their salvation through lessons taught
in our Degrees, works of charity we organize and to invite them to donate their time and talent. So rejoice,
again I say rejoice, in the talent and ability God has given
you to contribute to building up the Kingdom of God
through the ministry of the Knights of Columbus.
In the New Year, we have new opportunities to bring
Catholic men into our Order. Below are couple of the
things that our Membership Team will be focused on in
the first couple of months of 2014 that may interest you
and your Council:
1. Letters of encouragement from all our Archbishops
and Bishops in the State to all Parish Priests where
Councils have set a 2014 Spring Parish Campaign
date and advised me by e-mail before January 28th.
Letters from the Archbishops and Bishops will be
going out February 15, 2014.
2. Training Sessions for Priests on how to better utilize
the ministry offered by Knights of Columbus to their
parishes, hosted by our State Chaplain Father Jim
Corrigan and Fr. Jonathan Kalisch, Supreme Office
Director of Chaplains and Spiritual Development.
These Training Sessions will be held in Calgary and
Edmonton in mid-February. (See web page for
scheduled dates, times and locations.)

Vivat Jesus!

So in summary Brother Knights, we need to rejoice in
our work to date that added 282 new Brother Knights to
our Order but also to continue this work in the New
Year. Hopefully, the above support from your Parish
Priests will help you and your Councils.

Vince R, Reyes,
State Advocate

One final reminder, as you prepare to invite Catholic
men to join our ranks, that comes from the Gospel of

In closing, may you have an enjoyable, loving Valentine’s
Day celebration with your loved one!

(Continued on page 13)
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From the State Program Director

State Communications & Public Relations

By Dean Rombough

By Joseph Duenas, State Technology Chairman

rother Knights:

I would like to take the opportunity to wish each
Brother Knight and their family a Happy New Year. I also
want to thank all the Brother Knights who work tirelessly on behalf of the Order.
The State Program team looks forward to reading all
submissions for the Surge for Service program. All submissions for the Surge for Service program awards must
be sent to the State Office in Red Deer by February 28,
2014. The team will be reviewing all submissions in early
March.
We the Knights of Columbus have numerous programs
that continue on throughout the year without accolades
or fanfare. We have programs that make people’s lives
much easier. These programs need to be shared with
the rest of the Jurisdiction, not only so that the Councils
are given their rightful acknowledgements and awards,
but also to help other Knights with ideas that they may
bring to their respective Councils.
When submitting an entry for the Surge for Service program, please include in writing a brief description of the
project. Pictures are very helpful. The complete package
should be put into a binder that is easy to read and follow.
The State Hockey Tournament in Stettler and the Curling
Bonspiel in Fort Saskatchewan are fast approaching;
both events promise to be fun and enjoyable. I am sure
the State Golf Tournament will also be a great event this
year. Brothers, with these and many other events
hosted throughout the Jurisdiction, we may enjoy each
other’s company. It is important to work hard for the
good of the Church and the Order, but also to play hard
and to enjoy the friendships that have grown through
this great Order.
I look forward to the opportunity to see and chat with as
many as possible at the State Convention in Edmonton
the weekend of April 25-27, 2014.
REMEMBER: EVERY PROGRAM REPRESENTS A
MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT OPPORTUNITY.
Vivat Jesus!
Dean Rombough
State Program Director
Alberta/NWT

W

arm Greetings from the State Communications
and Public Relations Team.

I have been asked by State Communications and PR Director Brother Michael Anctil to write this State Affairs
edition’s article, and I am grateful for the opportunity.
First of all, I hope everyone had a Peaceful and Blessed
New Year! May the Lord shower you with abundant
graces in 2014. January is almost over and by the time
this reaches you, it will be February, which is a special
month for me and maybe for you as well. After Valentine’s Day, we have the Family Day holiday and the week
after to celebrate. So, spread the love, Brother Knights.
I’d like to share with you a different aspect of love which
is Love the KofC Way. I am reminded of a saying that
goes, “The moment you find the courage to give up your
HAPPINESS for someone, it will be the moment you understand LOVE.” In some way, I can relate this adage to
the works of many men like us who join the Knights of
Columbus. There are many instances where we make
personal sacrifices to do volunteer work for our Service
Programs. After we do the volunteer work, we understand LOVE. There is a joy and a warm feeling inside our
heart when you give something back. This is the KofC
way--giving something back to others through acts of
love and acts of kindness.
We have made good progress on our State website, but
in case you haven’t visited or had a look at it yet, the
website once again is www.kofc.ab.ca. The newly redesigned website is easier to navigate, and there is now
more useful information that you can get your hands on.
The best part of it is it’s just a click away. I think there is
nothing much more to say on how to use the site as it is
pretty straightforward. On the main page, there is a link
that says “Welcome to our new Website!” Click on this
link for an overview and general guide of each section.
You will find information here that you might not have
known about. We have Featured Links on the main page
that connects to our District Webmail and KofC Supreme
website. Upcoming events are right on the main page.
Overall, the site was designed for us to use.
At the November 2013 Mid-Year District Deputies Organizational Meeting in Red Deer, I talked to you about
the savings and economics that we have accumulated so
far in using technology. We can no longer overlook this
because times are changing. Just by emailing or sending
(Continued on page 11)

State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 4 February 2014

Page 5

D

From the Charitable Foundation

From the State Church Director

By Robert Kruchten, President of the ACF

By Willis Winter

ear Brothers in Christ,

On behalf of the Directors of the Alberta
Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation,
best wishes for a blessed 2014.
A new year is a time to look at new beginnings. Accordingly, the Charitable Foundation is examining its objectives for charitable giving and for opportunities to raise
funds for the Foundation so that it can support more
charities with sustainable funding.
Suggestions from member Knights are very welcome.
You may pass these to me or to any Director of the
Foundation. The Directors are as follows:
Chairman:
State Deputy Bill Smith
statedeputy@kofc.ab.ca
Vice Chairman:
PSD Wally Streit
streit@gmail.com
Secretary:
PSD Dan Barth
eldan@telusplanet.net
Treasurer:
Phil Birch
pbirch@shaw.ca
Donation Chair:
PSD Charles Pratt
pratt-c@shaw.ca
Insurance:
Marc Bouchard
marc.bouchard@kofc.org
Appointed Reps:
Brad Cody, St.Albert
brad@codylawoffice.com
Glen Murphy, Calgary
no info available as yet
Calgary area rep:
Willis Winter
winteraw@telus.net
Edmonton area rep:
Dr. Randy Yatscoff
ryatscoff@gmail.com
Southern area rep:
Bob Kruchten
rkruchte@telus.net
Northern area rep:
Gerald Nicolet
gereve@telus.net
I offer prayers and condolences to our brother Knights
in Alberta who may have had family and friends that
endured hardships in the recent Philippine Disaster.
Your Foundation, on your behalf, sent a cheque in the
amount of $3000.00 to Development and Peace as contribution for aid relief. It was done before the December
deadline set by the Federal government to match Canadian contributions. Brothers, thank you for your support
for the Foundation.

HUMAN DIGNITY AND THE SANCTITY OF LIFE

G

od created man and woman in His image.
This teaching from the Genesis account is the basis
of our human dignity and the sanctity of life. Our
Supreme Knight is always confirming this teaching
of our Church--that human life must be supported
from conception to natural death. God gives us life;
it is not for us to decide when life should end.

I want to encourage all Knights and their families to
confirm that life is precious. Get involved with the
March for Life to be held in Edmonton on May 8.
The organizing committee can always use more
help and participation from councils and parishes.
Contact Gergory Amerongen at john336@shaw.ca
to get involved.
Another support life initiative is under way. The Sisters of Life and the Archdiocese of Edmonton are
working to establish a community in the Archdiocese. The Sisters provide an environment where
motherhood and God’s gift of new life is celebrated. They help women to move on with their
lives.
Following a resolution passed at the 2013 Annual
Convention, the Alberta Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation has set up a process to administer
funds collected for the establishment of a Sisters of
Life Community. Donations for the Sisters can be
made to the Foundation. Please be generous with
your prayers and financial support.
Council 4878 in Calgary arranged an excellent lecture program for January 20 regarding the work of
the Sisters of Life. I encourage all to learn more
about the Sisters of Life and their work.
God Bless,
Willis Winter
State Church Director

Salut; God bless.
Bob Kruchten, Foundation President
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From the State Vocations Chairman

From the State Family Director

By John Leszkowicz

By Terry Stychyshyn

M

reetings and Happy New Year!

Vocations are everybody’s business, and everyone has
their own vocation. It’s the work of the Knights to promote and encourage young men and women to enter
religious vocations. If you know of someone who has
finished high school and wants to pursue a religious order, put them in touch with your local Vocations Director at your Church or Diocese. Use the RSVP to give
them financial support. Pray with them and for them as
they discern their calling. The Supreme Council website
uses the slogan, “Keep the Faith Alive”. We know that
without our clergy, the Church as we know it would not
survive.
I have been talking with Brothers about our Vocations
program. Some of you lament the fact that our young
people don’t attend Mass anymore. It is true attendance
is down in many parts of the country and even within
our Jurisdiction. Many parishes put in extra efforts such
as signs asking their parishioners to make the Sunday
Mass a priority in their lives. As witnesses to the faith
and working in solidarity with our priests, we as Knights
must respond with a higher standard. Not only should
we attend Sunday Mass, but we should also try to instill
an awareness of religious vocations in your parish by
promoting religious vocations from an early age.
One way to do that is for every Council and Assembly to
visit every elementary school in Alberta and tell them
you want their Grade 5 teachers to ask each of their students to make a drawing on the theme of Religious Vocations Awareness. In Alberta, religious education is
given a prominence in the Catholic School curriculum at
Grade Five. This program is welcomed by teachers because it helps reinforce the religious and art aspects of
their curriculum. The State Vocations Chairman before
me, Worthy Sir Ed Matheson, was instrumental in setting up funding for Religious Vocations Awareness.
Every year, the AB/NWT State Treasurer is authorized to
write up to five $100 and five $50 cheques to children in
the north part of AB/NWT and the south part of AB/
NWT for a total potential of $1500 in prize money Statewide. For the last two years, we have only awarded a
fraction of that total. Let’s do better this year. It’s up to
you. The schools cannot initiate this. It’s a Knights of
Columbus project that relies on Councils and Assemblies
to supply the time and effort required to carry it
(Continued on page 13)
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ay the Holy Family bless everyone with a healthy,
prosperous, faithful, charitable and Happy New

Year!
Grand Knights, thank you for continuing to support the
Family of the Month program and all the other programs you participate in within your individual councils.
Please continue to forward the Family of the Month
form for your chosen family of the month. The Knights
of Columbus, through the charity of our founder Fr Michael McGivney, was instituted in the spirit of love for
family. We should continue to promote family life and
the spirit of love through this program. Please see that
your councils do choose these families on a monthly and
annual basis so as they may achieve important recognition from your Council, from State and Supreme.
The celebration of Christmas has come to an end. We
have acknowledged and offered best wishes for the season and for prosperity in the New Year to our families
and friends, and hopefully, we even included those who
we may not have been so friendly with.
Let us look back at this most recent, most Joyous occasion and what actually occurred. The heavenly Father
sent down his only son, “conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary”, he became one of us. They,
the baby Jesus, Mary and Joseph, became and are referred to as The Holy Family. The Holy Family is for us an
example to live out our lives in Charity, Unity and Fraternity--important principles of the Knights of Columbus.
Let us ask the Holy Family blessings to bestow upon us
the Holy Spirit to guide us as we choose the way to salvation, which is through the risen Christ.
The following are prayers you might use in your own
homes.
O dear Jesus, I humbly implore you to grant your
special graces to our family.
May our home be the shrine of peace, purity,
love, labour and faith.
I beg you, dear Jesus, to protect and bless all of
us, absent and present, living and dead.
********************

O Mary, loving Mother of Jesus,
and our Mother,
pray to Jesus for our family,
for all the families of the world,
to guard the cradle of the newborn,
the schools of the young and their vocations.
***********************

(Continued on page 12)
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(Below) FIRST DEGREE (combined degree with Dean
Fitzpatrick Council #1732 and Joe McKenna Council
#9502) was held on January 14th at St. Patrick’s Parish,
Medicine Hat. Congratulations to our 12 new members!

CONGRATULATIONS to Pope John Paul I Council
#7234 for 35 years as an active council. Receiving an
Anniversary Certificate of recognition is Grand Knight
David Hanishewski from District Deputy (#32) Ray
Khuller.

(Below) On behalf of Archbishop Monahan Council
#4878, District Deputy (#32) Ray Khuller presents a
cheque to seminarian and Council #4878 member
Adrian Debow. Adrian is one of TWO seminarians this
Council supports; the other being Mark Drapal.

Archbishop Monahan Council #4878 held their Basketball Free Throw competition at St. Matthew’s School in
Calgary on January 22nd. Volunteers involved (above)
were Basketball Free Throw Chairman PGK Henry Feddema, D.D. #32 Ray Khuller, PDGK Frank Gerritsen,
FDD Mike Driscoll with helpers/participants Carter &
Brylee Driscoll. (Not in photo PSD Danny Barth)

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a State
Affairs publication can send it to the State Office
via email at:
stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
in a jpeg format please. Please provide a brief description of picture.
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Christmas Hampers: As in years’ past, four Edmonton Councils, Nazareno Council #12904, Father Michael J. Troy
Council #15290, St. Peter’s Council #7070 and Father Leduc Council #7061, led the way in delivering Christmas
hampers, joy and love to the less fortunate on December 14, 2013.☺

Father Leduc Council #7061

St. Peter’s Council #7070

Nazareno Council #12904
Father Michael J. Troy Council #15290
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From the Culture of Life Chair Couple
By Patrice Roussel

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

W

e are now in 2014 and all councils are in full
swing with their activities. How many are planning activities to promote life? It is the only way to
achieve Star Council status, and you need that program
as part of your annual requirement.
My Council chose to promote the "Alberta March for
Life”. We will be going to churches, schools and within
the community to reach our target group. We booked
two coaches to go to the march in Edmonton. The time
seems far away but before you know it, it will be right
on us.

The Knights of Columbus is by far the leader in the cause
of life; every leader gives us his support from councils to
our Supreme Knight. Whenever you look at pro-life
marches anywhere in our country or the USA you see a
sea of KofC “Defend Life” signs. That is an impressive
statement for our beloved organization; we can be
proud of this.
That being said, where is your council with regard to our
culture of life commitment? We cannot state this often
enough; we need the Knights to support this event. I
would consider it a failure if we don’t augment the total
amount of participants by at least 50% of last year’s
event. If each and every council would consider and
send delegates to Edmonton on May 8th we could even
double the size of the crowd from our previous march.
This may look easy but without you the leaders to follow
up this important issue, we will be a marginal group that
will be passed over when our legislator and other
elected bodies make decisions and laws with regard to

Christ is by asking the hard questions and not being
afraid of the answers. It is a very good practice to do an
examination of conscience at the end of each day. A
time to reflect on not only where we may have been
able to do something better but also a time of celebrating successes, things that we did well. The added benefit
of this practice is that we create a subconscious awareness within us about what we are doing, why we are
doing it and where we are going with it.
The beginning of this New Year invites us to look at the
bigger picture. What has gone well for me in my three
pivotal relationships, God, others and myself? Where
have I fallen short of what I hoped to accomplish and
finally, what concrete actions or changes can I make in
order to grow in a particular area. Remember the maxim
of Alcoholics Anonymous: “When you can name a problem you are half way to fixing it.” If we do not have the
courage to look honestly into our lives and name the
challenges there is little or no chance of anything changing.
This introspective process is not to be some form of selfmortification; it is an expression of our desire to use the
gifts God has blessed each of us with to their maximum
potential. Again, it is also an invitation to celebrate what
is going well in our lives. Even one of the early nonChristian Greek philosophers said, “An unexamined life
is not worth living.” Brothers, the real upside to all of
this is that you and I have been created in the image and
likeness of God, in His divine image we have been created, (Gen. 1, 26). Brothers, you and I have been created in His image; therefore, we are created good. This
is an absolute of our humanity. We are far more good
than bad and yet, we are all works in progress until the
day we meet the Lord. Until that day we are invited and
challenged to evaluate our lives lived on a regular basis,
to make change where we see the need and to celebrate the goodness of God’s grace that is already working on a daily basis in our lives.
Worthy Brothers, may our loving God continue to bless
you, your families and your councils in this Columbian
year of our Lord, 2014.
Vivat Jesus!
Fr. Jim, State Chaplain

(Continued on page 13)
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From the State Youth Director
By Julian Hnatiw

(Continued from page 5, State Communications & Public Relations)

via the website the State Affairs newsletter, with four
issues every year, gives us a savings of $1000 just in
postage. This does not include the labor to manually
stuff and mail the envelopes and paper and toner used
for printing. So it’s in our best interest to use the tools
that we have handily available.
Over the next few months, improvements, more upgrades and contents will be put on our website. Again,
the website is a work in progress and there are a lot of
efforts that go into it. It is never final. Photos will be
posted of events, calendar will be updated regularly and
our team will try to bring you the latest news of our
State Council. If you have any information, an event or a
project that impacts the entire Alberta/NWT State
Council and you want to post it on the website, please
submit them to the State Office by emailing stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca. Upon approval of the State, please allow a week for it to be posted.
Thank you Brother Knights. On behalf of State Communications and PR Director Brother Michael Anctil, I
would like to acknowledge the State PR and Communications Team. For photography: Brother Jim Danielson,
Brother Lito Soco and Assistant State Technology Chairman Brother John Luk. Other team members: Brothers
Al Girard, Tony Lemay and Adam LaGrange for looking
after our Website Calendar updates and Facebook page.
Special thanks to Mike Duddy, Brother Michael’s son in
law who has been the man behind the scene for designing our “new look” website.
God bless. Vivat Jesus!
Joseph Duenas, State Technology Chairman

Below is a QR code; with a QR reader on your smart
phone or tablet you can go directly to the State website. However, you have to download an app to read
the QR code.
NOTE! The deadline to submit
your Council’s best bulletin or
website to be judged for the
Convention Award is February
28, 2014. Submissions can be
mailed or emailed
(stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca) to the
State Office or to Michael Anctil,
State Communicatons & PR Director at
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca.
State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 4 February 2014

B

rother Knights,

I would like to thank all Brother Knights who helped out
in the FLOODS of southern Alberta. All the clothing donations were the best in years for the people who
needed the items but we still may need more. Councils
from as far as Edson and northern Alberta gave many
boxes of clothing and other items such as bedding, toys,
etc. Thanks again!
In addition to the needs of the people affected by the
flood, Brother Knights donated time and the purchase of
(Continued on page 12)

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

one and ask him to join. Save the other one for next
week. When your Council has a drive, please attend and
support those who are doing the recruiting.
Our degrees are important to all of us as they remind us
why we belong to the order. Attendance is not a requirement, but if you have not attended lately, you may
appreciate the fine points of the degree as an observer.
It also shows support for the candidates; we are there to
help them and support them, just as we had support
when we joined.
In March, we will review the entries for the Program
Awards. Without beating a dead horse, please send in
your entries to the Red Deer office by February 28,
2014. Each entry must be sent separately, and please
specify the category. The winners chosen by the Program Team will be announced at the Annual Convention
at the end of April. They are looking forward to seeing
the hard work of the councils, their members and the
families. Remember to send entries for the Family of the
Year and Knight of the Year.
We have a new website that has most of the growing
pains fixed by a great Communications team under the
guidance of Mike Anctil. Councils have been sending in
articles and pictures for all to see what great things we
have accomplished. Schedules of events are posted as
they are received in the Red Deer State Office, so keep
them coming.
Thank you. Drive carefully, and pray hard.
Vivat Jesus!
William J Smith
State Deputy Alberta/NWT
Page 11

From the State Pennies for Heaven Chairman

From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Brian Strawford

By Larry Ofner

W

orthy Brother Knights,

I was pleased to attend the District
Deputies’ December meeting in Red
Deer. Thank you to the generous support from the State Board and District Deputies who
donated $264.86 to Pennies for Heaven.
Please remember to send in your submission for the
MacDonald Award. This is presented to the Council that
has the best project to raise money for Pennies for
Heaven. The project will be judged on the type of project and the involvement of the membership, not necessarily on the amount of money raised. The deadline for
entries is March 3, 2014. (See Section 02—page 2 of the
Grand Knight’s manual.)

For donations, please make your cheques payable
to the Alberta K of C State Council and send it to:
K of C State Council Office,
#4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, Alberta T4N 1S1
I thank you for your continued generous support, and
thank you for supporting Vocations!
I hope 2013 was good to all Knights and their families.

Brian Strawford
State Pennies for Heaven Chairman
brian.strawford1949@gmail.com
(Continued from page 11, State Youth Director)

coats for the children in need. Great work Brothers! I
would also like to thank 32 Councils for getting ‘Coats
for Kids’ of which a great number of the coats were
given to the children in the
flooded areas. This has been a
great year for the ‘Coats for Kids’
program. We surpassed last year
by great numbers, the total being
84 cases = 1008 COATS. Keep up the good work!

B

rother Knights,

How is your Church program proceeding this year?
What better way to enhance your program than by
hosting a Marian Prayer Hour at your
church. Book the icon of Our Lady of
the Immaculate Conception and hold a
prayer evening. The icons may be
booked through Brother Dan Laurendeau in the Calgary region, Brother
Kevin LaGrange in the Red Deer area
or Larry Ofner in the Edmonton region.
District Deputies, contact Larry Ofner
to arrange for the icon to circulate around your councils.
These are beautiful icons blest by Pope Francis and inviting all Knights to pray the rosary. The icons will be with
us this Columbian Year and the following year. Plan your
event, arrange with your chaplain or parish priest and
invite the parish. On the many occasions that Mary appeared on earth, she has requested that we pray the
Rosary.
May your prayers be answered. God bless you.
Larry Ofner
(H) 780-641-3086
(C) 780-405-1211
ofnerlp@hotmail.com

Don Laurendeau
(H) 403-274-2377
(C) 403-808-1466
donlaurendeau@shaw.ca

Kevin LaGrange
(H) 403-342-7830
(C ) 403-597-8781
kevinlagrange@hotmail.ca
(Continued from page 7, State Family Director)

We need more councils to get involved in the SPORTS
programs as we are down in numbers. There is still time
to get started.

Blessed Saint Joseph, holy guardian of Jesus and Mary,
assist us by your prayers
in all the necessities of life.
Ask of Jesus that special grace which He granted to you,
to watch over our home,
at the pillow of the sick and the dying,
so that with Mary and with you, heaven may find our
family unbroken in the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Amen

Should you have the time to help out in the Youth programs, PLEASE CALL ME.

Terry Stychyshyn,
State Family Director

Julian Hnatiw, State Youth Director
Page 12
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From the State Basketball Free Throw Chairman
By Gregory Amerongen

D

ear Brother Knights,

Another great season of Basketball Free Throw is now
well underway, and I am heartened by the councils
which have continued in their service in this area. As
aforementioned in previous articles in the State Affairs,
the Free Throw is a wonderful event for Knights, the
participating children and their parents, because it is
simply wholesome recreation and enjoyable for everyone involved.
Although the number of participating councils this year
is modest, we are confident that increased support for
councils of our jurisdiction, provided earlier in the Columbian season by both the Basketball Free Throw
Chairman along with the District Deputies, will provide
them with all the information and materials that they
need to proceed confidently in 2015. With such support,
Grand Knights and their executives can plan well ahead
with the intention to include this program in their annual budget and schedule of events. Pursuant to this
intention, we plan to send a reminder to all councils in
early August.

In the meantime, participating councils should remember to inform their District Deputies about their
events so that he can attend them as well as plan the
District level competition.
May God continue to bless us in His beneficent mercy.
Fraternally,
Brother Gregory Amerongen
Basketball Free Throw Chairman
780-267-8366

(Continued from page 10, Culture of Life Chairman)

life. We need a huge support to make politicians change
their minds with regards to life. You Brothers can make
the difference. Take time and join us in this wonderful
adventure; be part of the new culture of life.
Patrice & Hélène Roussel,
Culture of Life Chair Couple
(Continued from page 7, State Vocations Chairman)

through to the end. Teachers do their part. You do
yours.
Deadline for submissions from Councils or Assemblies to
State 2 judging is March 31, 2014. Send the original
drawing along with the Vocations Drawing State Entry
form signed off by the Grand Knight or Faithful Navigator. Address it to Vocations Chairman, c/o State Council
Office, #4, 5579 – 47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1.
All of the details and forms and guidelines have been
posted for hyour convenience on the State Activities
web page at:
http://kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/vocations/
To quote my predecessor, “JUST DO IT!”
Vivat Jesus!
Brother John Leszkowicz
State Vocations Chairman
vocationschairman@kofc.ab.ca
(Continued from page 4, State Membership Director)

John, Chapter 15, Verse 5:
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you
remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing.”
I am sure our 282 new Brother Knights were the result
of prayer by many of you. So, before we approach a
Catholic gentleman to join our ranks in 2014, let us have
the humility to pray to God for His guidance. Rest assured, if we have the humility to ask for God’s help, we
will continue to bear much fruit in the New Year.
Fraternally yours in Christ,
Grant M. Mann
Alberta/NWT Knights of Columbus
State Membership Director

"Making Families Stronger, One Knight at a Time."
State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 4 February 2014
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With Sincere Thanks
By Daniel Barth

(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

•

W

orthy Sir Knights:

I wish to express my thanks for the great response
to my request for a Colour Guard for
the feast day of St. Francis De Sales in
High River. With Bishop Henry present
and formally reopening the Church,
we had 28 Sir Knights in regalia complete with our Worthy Master Michael Drewniak of the South Alberta
District and four Commanders, namely Sir Knights
Frank Gerritsen, Sam Skogen, Harry Kozicki and
James O’Dell, and S.K. Terry Stychyshyn, our Worthy Marshall for the day.
The entourage marched down the street from the
parish chapel and lined up in the Church. This was
one of our larger representations in the last few
months, including the Refugee Mass and the Closing Centennial Mass. Each Sir Knight present contributed $20.00 including State Deputy S.K. Bill
Smith and State Treasurer S.K. Charles Russell. This
$600.00 gift was presented to Father Ed Hespot by
our Master S.K. Michael Drewniak for his personal
use for items he lost in the rectory fire and flood.
Lunch followed the Mass and a historical slide show
and verbal story were presented starting with the
first day of the flood to the present time. F.N. and
Grand Knight Vincent Treadgold was amazed with
the largest turnout ever of Fourth Degree Honour
Guard in his town. He also expressed appreciation
to S.K. Gordon LaChance for donating his entire regalia to the St. Francis De Sales Assembly for a Sir
Knight to use as he lost his regalia in the flood.
Sir Knights, before I left for home, Fr. Ed again
thanked me for the help given both physically and
financially over the past six months. He is most appreciative and now the healing begins in earnest. I
offer my sincere thanks to all who participated by
answering the call.

•

•
•
•
•

•

If women are to be present, invite the State
Deputy’s wife. Advise on dress code and arrange a
ladies’ committee to welcome her.
Offer to arrange hotel facilities. Arrange to meet
and transport the State Deputy as required. If no
banquet, arrange for appropriate meals or refresh
ments.
Greet State Deputy properly and introduce him to
other dignitaries.
Express special appreciation to the State Deputy for
his visit.
Arrange proper speaking facilities.
Seat the State Deputy as prescribed at the Head
Table. Arrange a special table for the State Deputy
and dignitaries for after dinner entertainment.
When the State Deputy assigns an alternate to rep
resent him, the alternate should be extended the
same courtesies.

INTRODUCTIONS
• Introduce person of lesser importance to another of
greater importance.
• Names of dignitaries should be spelled and
pronounced correctly.
• When introducing dignitaries give their title and
name.
The last portion of the 13 Areas of Protocol will be discussed in the next issue.
The Annual State Council Convention will be held on
April 25, 26 & 27 in Edmonton at DoubleTree (formerly
Mayfield). Please be reminded to submit your entries
and resolutions by deadline.
Happy Valentines to all and Happy Family Day!
Vivat Jesus!
Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Warden

Fraternally,
Sir Knight Daniel Barth, P.S.D., F.V.S.M.
Page 14
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Congratulations!
Families of the Month
2013 - 2014
December 2013
Justin & Amanda Ginn
Richard & Stephanie Duguay
Lou & Penny Hogan
Norman & Yevette Hebert

Edmonton Council #1184
La Vérendrye Council #1938
St. Bonaventure Council #7432
Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064

January 2014
Francis X. & Delores Feth

Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064

Winners of the Holy Family Statue
November 2013
Mario & Isabella Hach

La Vérendrye Council #1938

December 2013
Lou & Penny Hogan

St. Bonaventure Council #7432
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We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers:
To the family of Brother Knight Joseph Kodie who
passed away on November 27th.
To the family of Sir Knight Joseph Scharmer who
passed away on January 13th. Brother Joseph was a
member of St. Nicholas Byzantine Council #7659
and St. Stephen Assembly #2522, Calgary.
For the repose of the soul of Rev. Andre Vincelette,
OMI who passed away on January 14th. Brother
Andre was a member of La Vérendrye Council
#1938.
To General Agent Marc Bouchard & his family on
the passing of Marc’s father in Redvers, Saskatchewan.
To Grand Knight Ron Starko Council 10986 on the
passing of his mother Mary.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2014 STATE HOCKEY TOURNAMENT is
February 28, March 1 & 2, 2014 at the Stettler
Recreation Centre in Stettler. (Banquet to be held
on March 1st.)
Contact Laurence Fisher for more information at:
403-323-0687 OR laurence.fisher@solutioncorp.ca

2014 STATE CURLING BONSPIEL hosted by
Father Duncan MacDonnell Council #6363 will be
held March 21-23, 2014 at the Ft. Saskatchewan
Curling Club. Contact Bill Potvin at 780-998-0504

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta/
Northwest Territories State Council.
Material submitted for publication
remains the property of the Alberta/
Northwest Territories State Council unless a
self-addressed, stamped envelope is provided.
Deadline for submissions is the 15th day of
the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:

(Remaining) Third Degree Exemplifications

Date

Location

February 1, 2014

Edmonton

February 8, 2014

Calgary

February 15, 2014

Fort McMurray

March 1, 2014

Wainwright

March 8, 2014

Edmonton

March 16, 2014

Lethbridge

March 22, 2014

Red Deer

May 3, 2014

Peace River

May 24, 2014

Calgary

May 31, 2014

Edmonton
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State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058
OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
2014 STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT
We are still looking for a Council(s) to host
the 2014 Golf Tournament.
Councils, please consider hosting, or collaborating with other councils in your area in hosting this event.

(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“As Christians who talk about fraternalism, charity and unity, we should be
doing these things as a family. Time
should be set aside for meals together,
movies together and when the weather is
fine, a simple walk in the park.“

“Brothers, you will receive many
gifts and blessings in your lives, but
nothing can compare with the gift of
eternal life offered simply out of love, that
we celebrate during this Easter Season.“
William J. Smith

B

rother Knights, Spouses and Family,

Lent has arrived. What have you done to make your life
a more spiritual place? Giving up something for lent is a
tradition from our youth, but do we pray more? Do we
offer our services to others? Snow is still with us, and
there are signs all over communities for snow angels to
help clear sidewalks for the elderly. As Christians who
talk about fraternalism, charity and unity, we should be
doing these things as a family. The Knights of Columbus
is one big family, but we often don’t work together. Society has us doing our own thing. Time should be set
aside for meals together, movies together and when the
weather is fine, a simple walk in the park. Lent is a good
time to start working with our families without cells
phones, IPads, etc. I have often watched my nieces and
nephews “talking” to people while eating and watching
TV. To my surprise they may be communicating with
someone in the same room.
Our Surge Programs have been received and evaluated.
Thanks to all the councils who sent in programs this
year. We had many entries from councils who had not
participated for several years and the quality of the entries was great. The winners will be announced at the
Annual Convention in April, and the winning entries will
go to Supreme for further review.
Membership has been doing well, but there are still
families who have not been offered the opportunities

Fr. Jim Corrigan

G

reetings Worthy Brothers;

It is the spring of the year here in our part of this passing
world and it is the spring of the year as we celebrate the
gift of eternal life with our Father in heaven. This salvific
event was made possible by the death and resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ some two thousand years ago.
Brothers, you will receive many gifts and blessings in
your lives, but nothing can compare with the gift of eternal life offered simply out of love, that we celebrate during this Easter Season. Indeed, spring is a time where
new life in the world and eternal life seem to synchronize their energies and combine to give us a pretty fine
outlook on the gift of life in general.
Spring also brings us to the Knights of Columbus State
Convention. Worthy brothers, if you have not been or it
has been a while, consider being part of celebrating the
fraternal gift that is the Knights of Columbus. One of the
gifts of these gatherings is the many opportunities we
have to meet new brother Knights and their families as
well as renewing the many connections that are so integral to the network that makes our Knights an effective
and, I dare say, fun organization to be involved with.
Faith, family, and fraternity all come in one neat little
package, when we engage in what the Knights of Columbus have to offer us and our families. Worthy brothers,
consider putting the State Convention on your list of
places to be in late April; plan to bring your family, particularly if you are traveling to be here.

(Continued on page 12)
(Continued on page 13)

W

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Ronald J. Schuster

By W. Charles Russell

orthy Brother Knights,

What is Lent? The key to understanding the meaning of Lent is Baptism. Preparation for Baptism and
for renewing baptismal commitment lies at the
heart of the season. Since Vatican II, the Church has
reemphasized the baptismal character of Lent, especially through the restoration of the Catechumenate.
Why is Baptism so important in our Lenten understanding? Lent is a season which was developed in
the fourth century from three sources. The first was
the ancient paschal fast that began as a two day
observance before Easter but gradually lengthened
to 40 days. The second was the Catechumenate as
a process of preparation for Baptism. (R.C.I.A./
R.C.I.C. —Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults/
Children) The third was the Order of Penitents
(modeled on the Catechumenate, a second conversion for those who had seriously sinned after Baptism). As the Catechumens (now candidates for
Baptism) enter the final period of their journey,
penitents and the rest of the community accompany them and prepare to renew their baptismal
vows at Easter.
As we draw closer to the end of this Columbian
year, it seems like it just started. There is much to
do and so little time to complete the tasks at hand.
Brother Knights are working hard in their Councils,
supporting their chosen executives and providing
the Charity needed by so many. We work with our
families to strive to make the world a better place
so we all can enjoy the comforts of community and
home. Our work as KNIGHTS is never done.
I truly look forward in seeing most of you at the Annual Convention and sharing the weekend with
you. It will be an informative, wonderful weekend
full of Fraternalism.
God bless you and your families.
Brother Ron Schuster
State Secretary
Page 2

B

rother Knights,

As I write this message, we are exactly one month
away from our Annual State Convention, which is
being held in Edmonton April 25th to April 27th.
In order to be a voting Delegate(s) at the Convention, the Council’s State assessment for the Per
Capita and Insurance must be paid. To date 133
Councils have submitted their money, leaving 40
Councils who have not. Section L-3 of the Grand
Knight’s manual stipulates that the assessment
must be paid within 60 days of receipt of assessment notice.
A reminder also that the Columbian Year runs until
June 30, 2014. It does not end at the State Convention. We have two months after the Convention to
reach our goals and targets. Some Councils are
within reach of Star Council, so don’t let up!
We are waiting for the auditors to finalize our annual audit. We will receive the draft copy of the audit within a few days, and we will have the audit
committee review it shortly thereafter.
Some individuals have asked me what the State
Board pays the Councils to attend the State Convention. Section G-1, page 14 and 15, of the Grand
Knight’s manual explains the payment schedule.
The mileage is calculated at twenty-five cents
($0.25) per KM return distance instead of eighteen
cents ($0.18).
Cheques are issued on the last day of the Convention. The District Deputies will receive the cheques
from the State Treasurer for their respective Districts and they will distribute them to their Council
Delegates who are present.
I hope to see many of you at the Convention in
April.
Fraternally,
W. Charles Russell
State Treasurer
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Y. Mendita

“Thank you!”

C

ome to think of it, there are approximately three
months left before the end of Columbian Year 20132014. For sure, whatever you are doing, time really flies
whenever you are having fun! It does not matter how
you slice it but when time is gone, it’s gone; it’s history.

That being said, would you believe that our beloved organization, the Knights of Columbus, is celebrating its
132nd anniversary on March 29th? To celebrate this historic occasion, it is suggested that meaningful council
activities be carried out, which will be an excellent forum to invite practical Catholic men to join our Order.
Specifically, in looking back at the last nine months,
based on the feedback we have received, tremendous
gains were achieved in the areas of our membership,
programs and insurance goals. Truthfully, our achievements are the results of everyone pulling together,
working as a team. Remember however, that we still
have three months to make a final push towards the
attainment of the rest of our goals. On that note, we
would like to congratulate, appreciate and express our
heartfelt thanks and gratitude to all our Councils, Officers, members, families as well as to the State Board
and its management team, for a job well done!
During the 104th Annual State Council Convention at the
Double Tree by Hilton West, Edmonton, on April 25, 26
and 27, let us gather as one family, to celebrate our
achievements and faith, renew our friendships and
share ideas, hopes and aspirations for a better future!
In closing, Bernie Hume once said: “The great gift of
Easter is hope – Christian hope – which makes us have
that confidence in God, in His ultimate triumph, and in
His goodness and love, which nothing can shake.”
Happy Easter to all!

H

ope everyone is excited as we are as we soon begin to enjoy warm weather. As this is the last
quarter of the Columbian year 2013-14, we are now getting ready for the upcoming Annual Convention to be
held in Edmonton, at the Double Tree Hilton Hotel
(formerly Mayfield Inn) on April 25-27. It is very important to attend the State Convention as this is the time to
participate in the betterment of our organization. It is
also the time to voice our concerns with regards to making our Order stronger and more alive. I would like to
remind all brother Knights to continue recruiting new
members as this is needed to keep our councils active
and to increase our membership numbers. We must
support our Membership Team as they continue to work
very hard to successfully attain our common goal.
Continuing from the previous State Affairs issue, the last
part of 13 Areas of Protocol is as follows:

SPEAKERS AND SPEECHES
•
•
•

HEAD TABLE
•
•

•
•
•
•

Vivat Jesus!
Vince R, Reyes,
State Advocate

Identify the speaker, the topic, give ample notice
and stipulate the time allotted.
There should be only one guest speaker.
State Officer of District Deputy should always be
given an opportunity to speak at a function or meeting. If several are present, only the senior-most
ranking person should speak.

•
•

All dignitaries are honoured guests.
If not enough place at a head table, other dignitaries
should sit at designated seats in the audience and
be introduced at an appropriate time.
Seating is arranged by rank—highest rank at the
middle of the table.
Introduce guests from right to middle, then left to
middle, excluding speaking members of head table.
All should rise when head table members enter and
remain standing until they are seated.
For speaking programs, introduce speakers from
lowest rank to main speaker.
Persons introduced from the audience should be
ranked from top down.
At Degree banquets, honorees must be at the head
table.

(Continued on page 13)
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From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Grant M. Mann

Don't Assume You Can't Afford
Disability Income Insurance

O

ne of the biggest mistakes you can make regarding disability insurance is to assume you can't
afford it or you won't qualify. Before you make that
assumption, do some basic research and apply for
coverage through the Knights of Columbus. The Order’s Income Armor product gives you options that
can help you fit this critical protection into your risk
management budget.
Here are two ways you can reduce your premium:
1. Choose a two-year or five-year maximum
benefit period.
Depending on your age, the best option is probably
a policy that pays benefits until you reach age 67.
But a two-year or five-year duration benefit period
would cover disabilities you might encounter in
your working life.
2. Choose a longer elimination period.
An elimination period is the number of days a total
disability must exist before benefits begin to accrue. Typical elimination periods are 30, 90, or 180
days. Choosing a longer elimination period lowers
the policy’s premium, but be sure you have enough
set aside in your contingency fund to account for
the longer gap.
As your professional insurance agent, risk management is my specialty. Let’s talk about how to protect your income, your retirement needs, and your
family's financial future.
For the name of your local Benefit Advisor, you can
call the Alberta Regional Office at 403-343-2242 or
email us at bouchardagencymail@kofc.org.

God Bless,
Marc Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent, AB/NWT

Charity that Evangelizes

I

t is often said that in times of crisis people will follow
leaders with courage rather than charm. As Knights of
Columbus we are being formed to be men of courage.
Our courage comes to us from the faith we have in a
loving Father who created us and the hope that by living
as His Son Jesus did, we will have eternal life.
Yet the courage we possess which comes from our faith
and hope is a rare commodity in the world we live in. On
any given Sunday less than 10% of the people that live in
Alberta attend church of any denomination and as a result 90% of the people we meet in our lives have no
faith and therefore no hope. Those 90% of the people
live for the here and now, desperately seeking to amass
as much wealth as possible to provide themselves with
personal pleasures and comforts. Yet when they are
alone at night before they go to sleep, they instinctively
know that no amount of wealth they accumulate can
guarantee they will not suffer illness or loss that will
take away their personal pleasures and comforts. Hence
they live with fear of the unknown, what they see happening to people around them and know that it can
strike them as well, no matter how careful and calculating they may be.
In this world where most people are careful and calculating, always on their guard to protect their own self
interest, fear, doubt and anxiety rule. Alternatively we
as Knights, men of faith and hope, live without fear because we trust that our loving Father who values us
more than we value ourselves, will always be there to
protect, guide and support us through troubles that
come to us. How odd we must look to the 90% of the
people we live with. How often we hear them mock us
for our faith and hope.
Therefore, it is important for us to stop from time to
time and consider how different we are from the 90%
because of our faith and hope. We need to remind ourselves that we are different from them and that it is
okay because we are on the path to eternal life.
When we reflect on our faith and hope, we must also
honestly look at ourselves to see if we have become absorbed in the culture in which we live. Are we actually
spending too much of our time and talent desperately
(Continued on page 13)
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From the State Program Director

From the State Communications & PR Director

By Dean Rombough

By Michael Anctil

rother Knights:

I would like to take the opportunity to thank each
brother Knight and his family for all their hard work during this Columbian year. At the beginning of the year I
put out a challenge to all Grand Knights and their Councils. The councils this year have achieved great success,
and deserve a huge pat on the back.
Our Worthy State Deputy and the Surge Team had the
privilege of judging the Surge for Service Program this
year, and we were thoroughly delighted by the response
shown from the councils. The amount of entries in all
categories well exceeded our expectations. Thank you
so much for all your hard work and dedication. I look
forward to being present and assisting our Worthy State
Deputy as we award the winners of the different categories at the State Convention.

H

Hopefully this report finds you and your family well.
My report will be short this issue. The new website usage is constantly increasing and is proving to be the
valuable resource tool that we intended it to be. Please
encourage your membership to visit the website.
The email system is working terrific and we are thankful
to everyone for making this work. This wouldn’t have
been possible without your support. The information is
current and readily available.
I’ve asked Shauna LaGrange to make a few comments
and they are listed below. Please pay special attention
to the first bullet.
•

The Jurisdiction is well on the way to having many of the
councils earn the Star Council award for fulfilling all criteria in the Surge for Service program and their membership quotas.
Although I was unable to attend the State Hockey Tournament this year, speaking to my brother Knights who
did attend, they stated that the Stettler council put on a
great event, and all the teams were very pleased.
As I am writing this letter, my arms and shoulders are
very tired from curling at the State Bonspiel this weekend. I want to extend my thanks to the Fort Saskatchewan Council for hosting a great event. Who knows,
maybe next year the State team might actually win a
game!
In speaking with our State Council Director, Bill Potvin,
plans are underway for the State Golf Tournament, and
details are forthcoming.
I look forward to meeting and speaking with all my
brother Knights at the upcoming State Convention this
year in Edmonton. I know our Worthy State Convention
Chair Gerald and his team have spent long hours preparing for the convention. It promises to be a great event.
REMEMBER: EVERY PROGRAM REPRESENTS
A MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT OPPORTUNITY
Vivat Jesus!
Dean Rombough
State Program Director
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ello Brother Knights,

•
•

•

•

When sending the Roster Sheet to the State Council
Office please provide your PERSONAL email address. This will be the address that you want your
Knights of Columbus emails forwarded to. The State
Roster will have a standing email address from now
on. The standing email in the Roster will be your
assigned K of C email address.
The email system has been a very good tool for the
State Council office; it has saved hours of work.
When doing the mail-out prior to having the email
system the whole mail-out would take days; now we
can do it in less than one hour.
The costs have been cut down by 90% by way of less
photocopying and less postage. These are just some
examples.
My ultimate goal is to try and have all councils on
email; out of 170 councils we have about 160 using
the email system.

Thank you Shauna for the information and for all your
help with the transition.
We are always looking for ways to improve so please
share your thoughts and ideas with any of us.
State Technology Chairman – Joseph Duenas
Photographer – John Luk – Calgary/Assistant
Technology Chairman
Photographer—James Danielson – Edmonton/
Northwest
Photographer – Al Girard – Edmonton / North
Photographer – Lito Soco – Edmonton
Photographer – Adam LaGrange – Red Deer/Central
Archives Chairman – Tony Lemay
(Continued on page 11)
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From the Charitable Foundation
By Robert Kruchten, President of the ACF

ALBERTA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
CLERGY AND KNIGHTS GOLF TOURNAMENT
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2014
MEADOWLANDS GOLF CLUB, SYLVAN LAKE, AB.
(On Highway 11 – about 10-12 minutes west of Highway 2)
“NET PROCEEDS WILL BE DONATED TO CORNERSTONE OF FAITH CAMPAIGN”
(Building of St. Joseph Seminary & Newman Theological College)
Councils are encouraged to sponsor their clergy and knights; spouses of knights are welcome; it is
not necessary to have a clergy member on each foursome.
MAIN FEATURES:

1. TEXAS SCRAMBLE 2. REGISTRATION FEE - $125.00 PER GOLFER INLUDES 18 HOLES OF GOLF, SHAREDPOWER CART
3. MORNING SNACK, COFFEE/JUICE, MIDDAY SNACK, PRIZES AND DINNER at end
of tournament.
4. TAX RECEIPT TO BE DETERMINED TO EACH golfer paying his OWN REGISTRATION
FEES.
5. Start time -10:30am, shot gun start
CONTACTS:
URBAIN ZAK , Co-Chairman
BOB KRUCHTEN, Co-Chairman

Phone: (403) 347 – 4027; Email: uzak@telus.net
Phone: (403) 346 – 5423; Email: rkruchte@telus.net

…………………………………………………….CUT HERE……………………………………………………….

REGISTRATION FORM
NAME

PHONE NO.

ADDRESS

COUNCIL #

1.
2.
3.
4.
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUE ($500.00 per team or $125 per golfer) PAYABLE TO:
“AB K OF C CHARITABLE FOUNDATION”
PLEASE MAIL REGISTRATION FORM AND CHEQUE TO:
K OF C STATE COUNCIL OFFICE, C/O URBAIN & BOB,
#4 – 5579 – 47 STREET, RED DEER, AB. T4N 1S1
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS AUGUST 31, 2014

Page 6

Note:
Individual registrations are
welcome. The committee will
try to place you on a foursome.
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From the State Church Director

From the State Family Director

By Willis Winter

By Terry Stychyshyn

EASTER

W

hat a glorious season this is as March turns
to April. During Lent, we make personal
sacrifices to prepare us for the coming season of
Easter. The season of Lent is followed by Penitential
Services, Reconciliation, Palm Sunday, Good Friday,
Easter Sunday and the Resurrection.
We Catholics are blessed with these glorious events
wherein we recognize the power of our Lord, Jesus
Christ in wiping away all our sins. The Stations of
the Cross is a deeply moving recognition of Christ’s
suffering for our sins, whether you follow the Stations at your Church or in a procession at the Cathedral, I encourage you to take part with your
family.
Easter is a time to renew and deepen your faith.
How will you exemplify your renewed faith?
Will you help the Sisters of Life?
Will you pray for the unborn?
Will you take part in the March for Life
in Edmonton on May 8?
Will you help the homeless?
Will you help a fellow Knight when he calls?
Will you?
The glorious season of Easter presents an opportunity for renewal and rejuvenation of your faith.
Celebrate Easter.

G

rand Knights,

Thank You for continuing to support the Family of the
Month program and all the other programs you participate in within your individual councils. Please continue
to forward a chosen family on a monthly basis, using the
appropriate Family of the Month form. The Knights of
Columbus, through the charity of our founder Fr. Michael McGivney, was instituted in the spirit of love for
family. We should continue to promote family life and
the spirit of love through this program. Please see that
your councils do choose families on a monthly and annual basis so as they may achieve important recognition
from your Council, State and Supreme.
The Holy Family is for us an example to live out our lives
in Charity, Unity, and Fraternity, important principles of
the Knights of Columbus. Let us ask the Holy Family to
bestow blessings upon us, that the Holy Spirit guide us
as we choose the way to salvation, which is through the
risen Christ.
Faith means believing in God and being faithful to God.
Faith looks to the risen Christ in Jesus, who is the “way,
truth and life” for every generation of believers. As a
Catholic faith community, we respond with courage and
hope during the many times when our faith is challenged. Through faith, we believe in God and all that
God has said and revealed to us. Through the gift of
faith, we entrust ourselves completely to God. In doing
so, we come to know God as the source of all life. We
care for and protect this gift by participating in the sacraments, especially the Eucharist and by living a life of
prayer.

God Bless,
Willis Winter
State Church Director

Let us pray for all families in the world today, being challenged by authority in professing their faith in their
countries, and for those in the world troubled by civil
fighting and loss of life. Let us ask the Holy Mother to
intercede for us through her son that the world be
blessed with peace.
Patricia and I look forward to meeting you all at State
Convention in Edmonton soon.
Terry Stychyshyn,
State Family Director

State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 5 April 2014
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Below are participants of a “Living Rosary” held by
Grand Knight Gerard (Ardie) Korte/St. Peter Council
#7070 in February 2014. The Rosary was recited in 10
different languages: German, French, Latin, Polish,
Slovakian, Hindi, Portuguese, Chinese, Tagalog and
Spanish.

The following are photos
taken on ground breaking day, Saturday,
March 8, 2014, for the
new Catholic Parish of
Corpus Christi in Edmonton. Present was
State Advocate Vince
Reyes and his wife Ruby,
shown with Associate
Pastors Luan Vu and
Anthony Cruz Michael
and again with Archbishop Richard Smith.

(Above) Sir Knight Maurice Prefontaine, Fr. Jim
Corrigan, a Sir Knight and guest.
(Below) Honour Guard in full regalia and a true honour
to take part in the “festive ground breaking ceremony”.

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a State
Affairs publication can send it to the State Office
via email at:
stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
in a jpeg format please. Please provide a brief
description of picture.
Page 8
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We heard the State Board team could have used a
few more prayers…...

Time to take a break and discuss strategy or to
just enjoy each other’s company…..

“Fort Saskatchewan’s Fr. Duncan MacDonnell
Council #6363 hosted the 54th. Annual State
Curling Bonspiel on March 22-23. There were
24 teams competing in the three categories, that
is, Men’s, Master’s and Mixed. From comments
made, many thought this was the best Bonspiel
in recent years.”
(See Bill Potvin’s full report on P. 11.)

(See also photo on P. 15).
State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 5 April 2014
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From the State Vocations Chairman

By John Leszkowicz

VOCATION RSVP PROGRAM
“You can't manage what you don't measure”.
t is an old management adage that is accurate today. We can't manage for improvement if we don't measure to
see what is getting better and what isn't. That is why, in my first year as your State Vocations Chairman, I asked
Supreme Council’s Office of Fraternal Services to pull the RSVP statistics for all Alberta and NWT Councils participating. They sent me four years of data. I summarized the data on the following table.

I

Knights of Columbus AB / NWT State-Wide Statistics for RSVP 2010-13
Year
2010
2011
2012
2013
Totals

No. of
Applications
20
15
19
25
79

Donated
$ 31,800.00
$ 18,500.00
$ 23,500.00
$ 29,500.00
$ 103,300.00

Male
50
36
42
50
178

Female
0
0
0
0
0

Refunded
$
6,300.00
$
3,700.00
$
4,700.00
$
5,900.00
$ 20,600.00

Brothers, the second column shows the number of applications meaning some Councils or Assemblies may have sent
in an application twice in one calendar year.
I am not intending for you to read anything critical into the numbers. I just want you to ask yourselves whether your
Council or Assembly is currently participating in RSVP, and if not, please think about starting. If you do, please contact
your local order of women religious and ask them if you could sponsor a woman who is a novice or postulant, and the
follow up by sending your application for refund via Supreme’s form (#2863).
The Church has a long and storied existence that would not be complete without the role that women religious have
played through the centuries. Now that we are within the Lenten Season, our minds and hearts are focused on the
last earthly days of Jesus. From His exalted entrance into the Holy City to His betrayal and trial and ultimately His
death on a cross. We can look to the small crowd still gathered at this event. Only a few remained: a centurion, His
beloved disciple, Mary Magdalene, and most importantly, Mary the Mother of God. Mary Magdalene, we are told in
the gospel, was the first to encounter the Risen Lord. She then set off to proclaim the Good News to the other disciples. Eventually, she and her sister along with other of Christ’s followers went to what is now modern day France.
There they preached to the people and many pagans were converted. Mary would later seek the life of solitude as a
penance for her past sins.
Today we have many religious orders for women operating in Alberta. Often times we overlook our sisters in Christ
and the sacrifices that they make, but we as Knights need to remember to foster these vocations and offer our financial (RSVP) and spiritual support to these holy woman. Create opportunities as you do for our priests and seminarians
with dinners, clergy appreciation, and letter writing campaigns. In this way, we help to ensure that the long tradition
of the role of women religious continues to be at the forefront of our Catholic faith.
One of the mottos of the Knights of Columbus is to keep the faith alive. RSVP is a program designed to benefit many.
To the Knights of Columbus, RSVP means Refund to Support Vocations Program. The other meaning of RSVP comes
from the French: "répondez s'il vous plaît", translated: “respond please”, and is often used on formal invitations.
Therefore brothers, consider this as your formal invitation to respond please to RSVP!
Vivat Jesus!
John Leszkowicz, State Vocations Chairman
vocationschairman@kofc.ab.ca
Page 10
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From the State Youth Director

From the State Council Director

By Julian Hnatiw

By William Potvin

PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH

B

B

rother Knights,

rother Knights,

Thank you for supporting Youth Sports programs over
the past fraternal year. This year has been a challenge in
many ways, what with a long winter and floods in southern Alberta.
I commend all of you who were able to work with the
situation to put on another successful Free Throw competition. Our numbers are down but the future looks
great. Keep up the good work!
A Soccer program is planned for this coming spring; information and kits will be available through me. We are
hoping this program will gain strength and be a success.
The Hockey program is not moving at all. We need to
get going on it and will try again in the fall. After all, we
are in hockey country!
I love to hear about the success stories with the programs. Use your success stories at your Council meetings to promote the programs . Please use the AB/NWT
State web to submit photos and stories. I know that we
run these programs and others for the value that they
provide to the participants, however it is nice to get a
pat on the back once in a while and a “good Job!”.
I pray for the continued success with all of the programs. HAVE FUN !!!
Vivat Jesus!

The State Hockey Tournament was hosted
by Battle Aherne Council #3739 in Stettler,
the weekend of Feb. 28 – Mar.2, with 8
teams participating. The winner of the A
Division was the combined team of Peace
Heart Council #6692 (Spirit River) and St.
Anne Council #5010 (Morinville) while Conseil Lapointe
#6264 (Beaumont) was the winner of the B Division. The
Fraternal Trophy winner was Brother Anthony Council
#10014 (St. Albert). The Outstanding Goalie award went
to Brother Mark Heitman of Our Lady of Peace Council
#5726 Lethbridge). The Medieval Style supper was enjoyed by everyone. Great job Stettler!
Fort Saskatchewan’s Fr. Duncan MacDonnell Council #6363 hosted the 54th.
Annual State Curling Bonspiel on March
22-23. There were 24 teams competing
in the three categories, that is, Men’s,
Master’s and Mixed. The Men’s winner
was the Brent Potvin rink from Council
#6363. The Mixed winner was the Kelemen rink from
Council #7070, and in the Master’s there was a tie between the Beer rink and the Potvin rink; the Bill Potvin
rink was awarded the win based upon the lowest number of tie breaker points. The Fraternal trophy was
awarded to the Fr. Baska rink from Council #7070. The
banquet was attended by 130 people who enjoyed the
Chinese food. From comments made, many thought this
was the best Bonspiel in recent years. I also believe this
would be the first time that a father and son won separate events.

Julian Hnatiw, State Youth Director
(Continued from page 5, State Communications & PR Director)

Public Relations - Please always portray the Knights of
Columbus in the highest regard. The best PR is by example so when others hear about our good works, our support of our Priests and Bishops and the great friendships
we’ve made, that may encourage them to join us.

The Golf Tournament will be hosted by
Camrose Council #3437 on
September 13, 2014.
Curling for 2014-15 will be hosted by St. Peter’s Council
#7070 of Edmonton.

God bless,

Yours in Christ,

Michael Anctil
State Communication and PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca

Bill Potvin
State Council Activities Director

State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 5 April 2014
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From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman
By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brother Knights,

We have to endeavour to continue
Father McGivney’s vision of service
to Church and Community. We need
to support our seminarians to become priests. This
is done through your donations to the Barney
Markowski Pennies for Heaven program. All six
bishops in Alberta/Northwest Territories need our
continued support.
I thank you for supporting Vocations and for your
generous donations; please make your cheques
payable to the Alberta K of C State Council and
send it to:
K of C State Council Office,
#4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, Alberta T4N 1S1
Brian Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman

From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman
By Larry Ofner

B

rother Knights,

As we approach the month of May, the month dedicated to Mary, we have a busy schedule for the Marian
Prayer Hour. There are still openings in April, May and
June to hold the Marian Prayer Hour with the icon of the
Immaculate Conception.
Presently we have an icon circulating in the Calgary region, one in central Alberta and one in the Edmonton
area. Councils are reminded to record the event in the
log books so we can follow which Councils held a Marian
Prayer Hour and how many were in attendance.
Thank you for being a part of the Marian Prayer Hour.
Let us keep the icons circulating to as many councils as
possible.
Vivat Jesus!
Larry Ofner
Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman
(H) 780-641-3086
(C) 780-405-1211
ofnerlp@hotmail.com

brian.strawford1949@gmail.com
(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

and services that the Knights of Columbus can provide.
If you have candidates and cannot find a First Degree,
contact your District Deputy or check the website for
Degrees in your area.
While we are busy with the Annual Convention, our own
councils are preparing for meetings in May and June.
New Executives require some planning, and we should
start now to encourage some of our new members to
step forward and offer their services. We are bringing in
new members for what they can get out of the Knights
of Columbus, but they also bring new ideas. Let’s start
by listening to them.

Below is a QR code; with a QR reader on your smart
phone or tablet you can go directly to the State website. However, you have to download an app to read
the QR code.

Thank you; drive carefully.
Vivat Jesus!
William J Smith
State Deputy Alberta/NWT

“Families – Together in our Faith and our Future”
Page 12

Michael Anctil,
State Communicatons & PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca.
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(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

FLAGS

It has been my experience that when we feel a sense of
belonging to a group, a church, a community, it makes
the membership within the particular group so much
more meaningful. As a result we tend to engage and to
become involved because we have a vested interest.
Brothers, I am talking to you. Come and check it out,
when the apostles asked Jesus, “Where are you staying?” The response of Jesus was straightforward and to
the point. “Come and See.” This is God’s invitation to us
as Catholic men and it is my invitation to you my brother
Knights. Come one, come all. “Come and See.” It is the
spring of the year my brothers. Let us rejoice and be
glad.

•

•
•

When the Canadian flag is displayed flat on the wall
it should be above and behind the speaker. The Maple Leaf should be to the right of the speaker.
If the flag is on a staff, it should always be on the
right side of the speaker.
The flag should not cover a speaker’s desk or be
draped on a platform.

JEWELS
•

All Officers should wear their Jewels of Office at all
Council Meetings and at Council functions and socials.

I look forward to seeing all delegates at our Annual State
Convention here in Edmonton.

Prayer and blessings,
Your brother in Christ,

Vivat Jesus!
Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Warden

Fr. Jim, State Chaplain

Jesus Christ, the King of glory,
Lord of goodness, love and light
Victor over death and evil,
Rose in majesty and might. Alleluia!

(Continued from page 4, State Membership Director)

seeking to accumulate wealth instead of doing works of
charity in our home, our church and the world in which
we live?

CANONIZATION of Blessed Popes John XXIII
and John Paul II will take place on Divine
Mercy Sunday, April 27th.
O Most Holy Trinity, we thank You
for having graced the Church with Blessed
Pope John XXIII and Blessed Pope John Paul
II and for allowing the tenderness of Your
Fatherly care, the glory of the Cross of
Christ, and the splendor of the Spirit of love,
to shine through them.

Therefore, let us renew our trust in God our Father. Let
us fall in love again with His Son Jesus who came to give
His life for our sins. Let us live as Jesus did, as men who
talk to our Father every day and as men who trust in our
Father’s providence. Let us be men of courage in the
world that lives in fear, doubt and anxiety. I am convinced that if we do, our individual works of charity will
expand as will the collective good works of our Councils
and we will draw more men to our Order.
Fraternally yours in Christ,
Grant M. Mann
Alberta/NWT Knights of Columbus
State Membership Director
membershipdirector@kofc.ab.ca

"Making Families Stronger, One Knight at a Time."
State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 5 April 2014
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Congratulations!
Families of the Month
2013 - 2014
February 2014
Gerald & Jeannette Connelly
Paolo & Helga Festa-Bianchet
John & Theresa Robinson
Mark & Lola Tanasichuk

Council #1184
Father Bonner Council #7599
Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064
Msgr. Joseph Malone Council #13312

March 2014
Michel & Corrina Turcotte
Arnold & Rose Lorenz

La Vérendrye Council #1938
Father Bonner Council #7599

Winners of the Holy Family Statue
January 2014
Francis & Delores Feth

Our Lady of the Hill Council #13064

February 2014
Mark & Lola Tanasichuk

Msgr. Joseph Malone Council #13312
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We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers:
To the family of Brother Knight Rey Tantay whose
mother, Tomasa, passed away peacefully.
To the family of Supreme Director Mickey
Casavant, PSD whose sister, Gail Chenard, passed
away after being ill for a number of years.
To the family of Sir Knight Don Laurendeau who
passed away March 25, 2014. Don ‘wore many hats’
some of which were 2013 State Convention Chair,
State Community Director, Name Tag Chair,
President of Calgary Chapter and Grand Knight of
Corpus Christi Council #7871.
To the family of Sir Knight Roger Nichols who
passed away on March 21 at the age of 90. Roger
was a member of Sacred Heart Council #3408 and
Fr. R.B. Woodhouse Assembly #0010.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

(Remaining) Third Degree Exemplifications

Date

Location

May 3, 2014

Peace River

May 24, 2014

Calgary

May 31, 2014

Edmonton

Congratulations to the members who received their
First Degree in Slave Lake on Sunday, March 30,
2014!
State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 5 April 2014

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
104th ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION
April 25-27, 2014 at the Double Tree (formerly
Mayfield Inn) West Edmonton.
Convention Chairman is Gerald Bernakevitch
2014 STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT, Saturday,
September 13 at the Camrose Golf Course. Hosted
by Camrose Council #3437; Chairman Barry Stotts.
Phone No.: (780) 672-9686
Email: bar.rita@lynxnet.ca
Mark it on your calendar!
CURLING for 2014-15 will be hosted by St.
Peter’s Council #7070 of Edmonton. Look for
further details in the next publication of State
Affairs.
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta/
Northwest Territories State Council.
Material submitted for publication
remains the property of the Alberta/
Northwest Territories State Council unless a
self-addressed, stamped envelope is provided.
Deadline for submissions is the 15th day of
the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058
OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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May the Blessings of the Lord
fill your heart and your home with love, peace and happiness.
Shauna

Linda

WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca

June 2014

Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“The Resolutions section of the
Convention Business session confirmed
our support of our priests and bishops,
and after some lively discussion we
emerged as Catholic Gentlemen.“

“Read your Bible boys. The Bible
is really God’s way of inviting us into His
realm and it gives us an opportunity to
enter the mystery of who God is……”

William J. Smith

B

rother Knights, Spouses and Family,

Our Annual Convention for 2014 is behind us. We had
the privilege of having Supreme Treasurer Michael
O’Connor and his wife Patricia as our special guests.
Special thanks to Ron Schuster, State Secretary, who
met our guests late, very late, at the airport and accompanied them to the hotel upon their arrival. Thanks to
Julian Hnatiw for returning them safely to the airport for
their return trip at the end of the convention.
The Resolutions section of the Convention Business session confirmed our support of our priests and bishops,
and after some lively discussion we emerged as Catholic
Gentlemen. The Business sessions went smooth and had
an early finish so we could share fraternalism with other
members and our families. The election of eight delegates to the Supreme Convention offers us a good cross
section for our membership with delegates from many
rural councils. They will accompany Immediate Past
State Deputy Gary Johnson, our State Chaplain Father
Corrigan and me to Orlando for the Supreme Convention in August.
We are still in recruiting mode, and new families are still
needed to promote the services, fraternalism and family
support we offer. All we have to do is ask. Membership
is a 12 month project, so when you are at the beach,
campground or at home this summer, remember that a
prospective member can’t say yes if he is not asked.

Fr. Jim Corrigan

W

orthy brothers, have you read any good books
lately? What a lame, corny, cliché-ish question
heh? In the not so distant past this was a legitimate and
well intentioned form of conversation. Simply because,
reading was the primary source of learning and leisure
in a time that at least half of us can remember all too
well. My, how times have changed. The mode that we
assimilate information today has changed dramatically
over the past 50 years, but our desire and our need to
learn and grow has not changed. Today, we are the
same as the men of the time of Fr. McGivney. Reading a
classic tale would have been considered a privilege for
those men they call Knights 150 years ago. Today often
enough we might well say, I don’t have time, I can just
click on the news or I can encounter what is happening
in the world on the internet. Fair statements, but it is
not a viable solution for the relaxation and enjoyment
that our parents and our grandparents garnered from
sitting down with a good book.
Why the commentary on reading, relaxation and rejuvenation? Because brothers our needs, our desire to learn,
to relax and to remember have not changed. Simply, the
way we encounter these opportunities has changed.
Priests and religious are required to pray the Divine Office on a daily basis throughout our lives. This rather
extensive compilation of prayers, in large part consisting
of the Psalms of the Church, is most commonly found in
a four volume set of books which are an integral part of
our priestly/religious identity. Nowadays, when the
priests gather for a retreat or study days, it is not un-

(Continued on page 13)
(Continued on page 2)

From the State Secretary
By Ronald J. Schuster

W

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

orthy Brother Knights,

I would like to thank all those who most recently attended the Annual Convention in Edmonton, and thank
you to those who did such a wonderful job in organizing
this important convention. I have heard nothing but
good reports from everyone who attended, and for
those who were not able to be present, there is always
next year when the convention will be held in Red Deer.
As well, I would be remiss if I did not thank the Jurisdiction for the confidence in electing me for a second term
as your State Secretary. I am truly honored and make
this promise to all: I am there for you to be of service
and any assistance pertaining to the Knights of Columbus. I will make all effort to assist in any request. I do
answer all emails as well as phone calls in a timely manner as does every one of my Brothers on the State
Board.
At the Convention, I heard a number of concerns from
some of our Worthy Grand Knights and other delegates.
For those who asked for guidance at the Convention, I
hope that I answered your enquires in a satisfactory
manner.
As we move forward into the last few months of this
Columbian year, our Membership Team has been working very hard to give everyone support, in order to get
new members as well as maintain existing members.
Let’s all pull together to try to meet our goal. Our Membership Team is working hard to assist every Council,
but they need you to do your part also.
The Program Team has done a wonderful job in all areas, and they should be commended on providing all the
Councils with direction for a successful year in all the
programs. This was very evident in the amount of programs that had to be judged this past year. Thanks to all
Councils that have been supporting their programs.

common to see half of the brothers with their eyes
glued to their iPad or their phones when we pray the
office together. Who woulda thunk? This is a long
stretch from our conception of a group of monks praying the office together in the medieval church that we
picture in our minds. So the method and the mode have
changed but not the program. We are still required to
pray the office daily every day, but often it is in quite a
different format than most of us ever envisioned.
Worthy brothers, have you read any good books lately?
Brothers, I present to you an opportunity to spend some
time with a world class and timeless, might I add, Best
Seller. Read your Bible boys. It is of note that the Bible,
and rightly so, is the best-selling book in the history of
humanity. The jury is still out however, on whether this
best seller is also the best/most read. We all have Bibles
in our homes, often they have a place of honour in our
living rooms but do they have a place of priority on our
reading list. Brothers, whether you read from the old
family Bible your parents handed on to you or whether
you read it from your iPad, you need to spend time with
it. Not for God’s good, not because God needs us to
read it, but because we need to read it. Any well written
story allows, invites and entices us to enter into the
story being told. The Bible invites us to enter the sacred
mystery of salvation history. The Bible is really God’s
way of inviting us into His realm and it gives us an opportunity to enter the mystery of who God is, in His
grand scheme of salvation history.
As you read this article we will have just celebrated Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples,
50 days after our Lord’s resurrection, and 10 days after
His Ascension into heaven. This pivotal Pentecost event
is the inauguration and the birthday of our Holy Catholic
Church. From the point of Pentecost on, there was nothing and no one who was going to stop the Good News
that Jesus Christ brought to humanity. The Holy Spirit
has arrived as promised in full force.

I would also remind all incoming Grand Knights or returning Grand Knights to have your exemplifications for
the new Officers done asap. Get a hold of the District
Deputy in your area to set up your schedules. Once you
have your Council Executive appointed, send the information to the State Office asap. This is required for a
number of reasons, one of which is the new Roster Book
and Supreme needs to be informed as well.

Brothers, read your Bibles, but start with something that
will grab your attention. Read a chapter from the Acts of
the Apostles--the story of our Lord’s resurrection, appearances to His disciples and the spread of Christianity
throughout the world. Acts has all the elements, a great
story line and plot, good guys, bad guys, life and death
and of course a happy ending. Brothers, treat yourselves
to some well-deserved rest and relaxation. Read the
Acts of the Apostles a few verses at a time. Enjoy the

(Continued on page 14)

(Continued on page 15)
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From the State Treasurer
By W. Charles Russell

I wish to thank all the Delegates at the April Annual State Convention who allowed me to serve for another
year as State Treasurer.
At the Convention and since the Convention, I have had a number of queries from Brother Knights, how the
Per Diem is paid and how they claim it.
In the Alberta/NWT Grand Knight’s manual it is explained in Section G-1 page 14, section 4.
Calculations of Kilometrage and Per Diem for the Annual State Council Meeting
a) One Member per Subordinate Council in attendance at the Annual State Council meeting shall receive forty dollars ($40.00) per day during actual attendance and the time calculated spent going to
and returning from the meeting. The calculated time for travel and attendance shall be as follows:
1 km to 160 kms
161 kms to 480 kms
481 kms to 800 kms
801 kms to 1450 kms
1451 kms and over

Days in attendance plus ½ day travelling
Days in attendance plus 1 day travelling
Days in attendance plus 2 days travelling
Days in attendance plus 3 days travelling
Days in attendance plus 4 days travelling

b) Members of State Council shall receive twenty-five cents ($0.25) per km return distance to attend
the Annual State Council meeting. This will be based upon the distance from the Council location, to
the place of the meeting by the route usually travelled between these points.
c) Kilometrage and Per Diem for the Annual State Council meeting will be paid as per State Council policy with the exception of those Councils located within the geographical limits of the City hosting the
Annual State Council Meeting.
d) Kilometrage and Per Diem is to be paid from the treasury of the State Council on the last day of the
Annual State Council meeting.
I hope this clarifies how the expenses are covered for attendance at the Annual State Council meeting.
No expense reports are required.
Remember, our Fraternal Year ends on June 30th and not after the Annual State Convention. There are a
number of Councils who can achieve Star Council in May and June with a little effort.

Vivat Jesus!

W. Charles Russell
State Treasurer
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Y. Mendita

“Strive for the best!”

F

irst and foremost, I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks, appreciation and gratitude to all the
delegates at the 104th Annual State Council Convention,
held April 25 - 27, for their trust and confidence and for
giving me the opportunity to serve another year as the
State Advocate.
The recently concluded State Convention, generally
speaking, was a huge success. Great food and service
from the hotel, excellent ladies program, meetings were
on time and were finished well ahead of schedule, superb guests and speakers, awards of recognition and
distinction were given to well deserving councils and
officers, delegates were able to share their ideas, renew
friendships, celebrate our faith and remember our
dearly departed brother knights in a Memorial Mass.
To put things into proper perspective, however, there is
always room for improvement. If this year’s State Convention was good, next year’s State Convention should
be better. Then, the following after that must be great!
In other words, in every activity, we should always strive
for the best!
Congratulations and thank you to the 2014 State Convention Committee led by Chairman Gerald Bernakevitch for a job well done! As well, congratulations and
best wishes to Brother Julian Hnatiw who has been
named Chairman for the 2015 State Convention in Red
Deer.

B

rother Knights,

At the recent Annual Convention held in Edmonton, I
was again called to serve as your State Warden for the
next Columbian year. I thank you for the trust and confidence you have placed in me in continuing my role for
the entire Jurisdiction.
As we approach the end of the 2013-14 Columbian year,
I take this opportunity to thank everyone for all your
support. My fellow Executive Board members are so
pleasant to work with, and I feel the consistency
amongst us in serving the Jurisdiction with much dedication and with no hesitation.
For all my brother Knights, let us continue to cultivate in
ourselves the knowledge of our holy religion and the
laws and rules of the Order. Let it always be known that
we are an informed Catholic and a true Knight, united
with our brothers in defence of our faith. We must continue to be active; let’s move forward during the summer months on the road to the next Columbian Year.
Together we will serve the Lord as we continue to commit ourselves to our Order by assisting our families, the
community and the Church.
Have a safe and enjoyable summer. God bless everyone.
Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Warden

As Chairman of the State Resolutions Committee, I
would like to thank the delegates for their cooperation
in adhering to the rules and regulations during the deliberations of the six resolutions presented to the assembly. The rest is now history. It is worth noting that on
the hotly contested issue of casinos, 116 delegates
voted against casinos, 63 delegates were in favour and 8
abstained.
Also, thank you to the members of the Resolutions Committee for their time and effort in discussing, assessing
and recommending actions on all resolutions after careful, sincere and thoughtful deliberation. The committee
members made my job easy. I am eternally grateful for
their dedication and hard work.
(Continued on page 13)
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On May 19, Executive State Board members had an
opportunity to meet with the Bishop of St. Paul.
Diocese. (From L to R) S.S. Ron Schuster, S.A. Vince
Reyes, Bishop Paul Terrio and S.W. Ferdie Mendita.
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From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Grant M. Mann

Why K of C Insurance?

State Membership Work
Involves Recruitment & Retention

ow many Brothers here have been members
longer than 2 years? 5,10,15,20?

How many have sponsored more than 2 new members?
5,10,15,20?
How many are participating in at least one of the K of C
financial or insurance products?
The numbers that you hear about…the millions of dollars donated each year are partially possible because of
the profits from the investments made with the insurance or financial dollars that we, as members, invest for
ourselves with K of C each year.
How many are aware that as a membership organization, we, as Brother Knights, own the K of C fraternal
benefits society?
How many Brothers here have their own business? Let’s
take an example. If you happen to own an Esso gas station, do you buy gas for your own cars from the Shell
station down the street? Even if your brother-in-law
owns it? No, you probably buy your own brand. Why?
Because you are making profit on your own purchase.
We see that some independent stations offer their gas
at a price 2 or 3 points lower than the larger companies.
If your brother-in-law owned an independent station,
would you buy your gas from him? No, you would
probably still buy your own brand. Why? Because you
are making profit on your own purchase.
If you owned a business, would you likely give some
money each year to support a local sports team, or a
local food bank, or some other favorite cause? If you
said Yes, that is good because that is exactly what you
do by participating in the K of C insurance and financial
products. You help the K of C make a bigger impact on
the international charity stage. Now the second question…

Why K of C insurance for
you and your family?
Because the K of C works hard to be competitive with
other sources of these type of products and is focused
on providing for the present and future security of
Brother Knights and their families. Investigate for yourself.
(Continued on page 13)
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S

ince this will be the last issue of State Affairs for the
2013-14 Columbian year, I thought it important to
talk about the work our Membership Team has done
this year, not only supporting Recruitment of new
Brother Knights but also the Retention of existing
Brother Knights.
As some of you may know, when a Council decides to
suspend a Member, the Financial Secretary for the
Council completes a Notice of Suspension form, has the
Grand Knight sign it and sends the form to our Supreme
Office for processing. Our Supreme Office then sends a
report to me as the State Membership Director, advising
our State that the Brother Knights listed on the Notice of
Suspension report will be suspended from the Knights of
Columbus in 90 days, unless our State advises them not
to proceed with the suspensions. During this 90 day period, I email the Notice of Suspension report to the Recruitment/Retention Chairman on our Membership
Team that is assigned to the District the Council is from,
with a request that he contact the members to be suspended. This is to afford the Brother Knight at least one
more opportunity to pay up his outstanding dues. I always forward a copy of the email to the Grand Knight
and District Deputy so that they know we are following
up with their members.
Year to date, we have processed 15 Notice of Suspension reports with an average of 10 Brother Knights listed
for suspension on each report. Of these roughly 150
Brother Knights we have contacted, we have been able
to retain approximately 25% of them for their Council.
Of the 75% that no longer want to belong to the Knights
of Columbus, about 65% of them cite the fact that because they have not heard from their Council in the past
three to five years they are choosing to leave our Order.
Two questions to contemplate about our findings:
1. Why does a simple phone call from a State Recruitment/Retention Chairman convince 25% of
these Brother Knights to pay up their past dues?
2. Why would so many Brother Knights say that
they have not heard from anyone in their Council for the past three to five years?
(Continued on page 15)
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From the State Program Director

From the State Communications & PR Director

By Dean Rombough

By Michael Anctil

rother Knights:

I would like to take the opportunity to thank each
Brother Knight and their family as the Columbian year
draws to a close. We had a fantastic annual State convention, and our Worthy Supreme guest and State Deputy presented many program awards.
Last year I challenged DD’s and GK’s to show the rest of
the Jurisdiction all the hard work and dedication they
have put into the Surge for Service program. I also
stated that the way for a Grand Knight to truly succeed
is by earning the Star Council award and thus fulfilling all
criteria in the Surge for Service program. We were extremely pleased in March when we arrived in Red Deer
to judge the State Surge for Service awards. We had
presentations for all submitted activities, and many had
double and triple the submissions from last year. I want
to congratulate all the GK’s and their councils. Unfortunately there can only be one winner, but rest assured it
was very difficult to choose only one winner. Your final
challenge is to make sure your councils submit the
proper paperwork to Supreme in order to be in the running for Star Council Award.
I want to take this opportunity to thank all the members
of the State Program team for the hard work and dedication they have given to the Jurisdiction this Columbian
year. Long hours and unheralded work have gone into
making this Columbian year a success, and I want to
thank the team for that. We have some Directors and
Chairmen that will not be on the team next year and to
you folks I want to say a special thank you. You have all
done a stellar job.
Although we will continue to work and hold meetings
the entire Columbian year, I want to wish each and
every Brother Knight and his family a restful and fun
filled summer.
I look forward to the opportunity of working with each
of you in the 2014-2015 Columbian year.
REMEMBER: EVERY PROGRAM REPRESENTS
A MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT OPPORTUNITY
Vivat Jesus!
Dean Rombough
State Program Director
Knights of Columbus Alberta/NWT
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H

ello Brother Knights,

Our State Technology Chairman Joseph Duenas suggested we focus this report on the designer of our new
website. Great idea.
Michael Duddy, hails from Nanaimo, British Columbia,
although he now resides in Medicine Hat, Alberta. Michael attended Vancouver Island University in Nanaimo
where he earned a Diploma in Internet Production, although he had been designing websites for years before
that.
Designing the Knights of Columbus State Website was
no small feat. There is a lot of misconception about web
design and what is involved in the process. A lot of people would be surprised at how long we spend figuring
out how the information would be structured and how
everything can be located on the website. We spent a
solid month on that, more time on that than we spent
on any other individual part of the project. There was so
much information on the old website, and every time
we would go digging through it we were finding new
and important things tucked away. Once we had all the
old information in place we had to figure out how new
information would flow and appear relevant and accessible. This was all done before we drew any designs Photoshop, or coded any lines in our programming software.
A secondary concern was that the site be easy to update, we achieved this using a popular software package. It allows us to have multiple people able to log in
and work on the website with little technical knowledge
on website design. An administrator can input the pertinent content without having to worry about formatting
or making the page match the rest of the site. They just
input their info and click save. It took a lot of work making sure that everything ran as it was supposed to. In the
end we have volunteers able to go in and create galleries and upload information to the calendar which makes
the system much more efficient and means that content
can be updated more continuously with less delay.
Finally it was important to everyone involved that the
site look more modern while still feeling like it belongs
to the Knights. I think the design and colours achieve
this, but I think that the real champion in this design is
(Continued on page 15)
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From the Charitable Foundation
By Robert Kruchten, President of the ACF

D

ear Brothers in Christ:

Greetings on behalf of the Directors of the Alberta Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation.
The Foundation held its annual meeting at the 2014 Knights of Columbus Convention. Some of the highlights of the
meeting included passing by laws that changed the zones of the Foundation Directors. Previously, directors were
elected according to Districts. This became somewhat problematic for regional representation because the Districts
over time shifted to accommodate District Deputies. We believe the new arrangement will better serve the Foundation and the Knights of Alberta.
After the annual meeting the directors met to elect a new executive for the 2014-2015 Columbian year. The executive is as listed below and they will assume their positions on June 30, 2014:
President - PSD Wally Streit
Chairman - State Deputy Bill Smith
Vice Chairman - Willis Winter
Secretary - PSD Dan Barth
Treasurer - Phil Birch
Donation Chair - PSD Charles Pratt
Insurance Rep. - Marc Bouchard
McLennan-Grouard/St Paul Diocese - Mike Daley
Calgary Diocese (Rural) - Jeff Neumann
Calgary City Rep. - WillisWinter
At Large Rep.-Glen Murphy-Calgary
Edmonton Archdiocese (Rural) - Bob Kruchten
Edmonton City Rep.- Dr.Randy Yatscoff
At Large Rep. - Brian Day-Edmonton

streitw@gmail.com
statedeputy@kofc.ab.ca
winteraw@telus.net
eldan@telusplanet.net
pbirch@shaw.ca
pratt-c@shaw.ca
marc.bouchard@kofc.org
dalmik@shaw.ca (Fort McMurray)
jneumann@niblock.ca (Medicine Hat)
winteraw@telus.net
glenm@lumina.ca
rkruchte@telus.net
ryatscoff@gmail.com

The year 2013 was a very successful financial year for the Foundation. Its investments had returns of about 7% and
donations received were higher than the previous year. In accordance, the donations to charities were also above
the previous year’s levels.
Brothers, I want to take this opportunity to thank the Directors for their advice and support during my tenure as
President of the Foundation and all the Knights of the province for their prayers, support and cooperation for the
Foundation.
Best wishes and congratulations to Wally as the Foundation President. He will be a great leader for the Foundation.
In closing, please support our Salute to the Clergy Golf Day, which will be held on Monday,
September 22, 2014. It is a fund raiser for St .Joseph’s Seminary and a great way to salute the
clergy and have fellowship with them and other Knights and their spouses. Please see the
enclosed registration form for more details and to register.
Salut; God bless.
Bob Kruchten
Foundation President
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From the State Church Director

From the State Family Director

By Willis Winter

By Terry Stychyshyn

SUMMER

O

ur long and cold spring has turned into summer at last. This is the time for vacations – a
retreat from the hustle and bustle of work, school
and college and so on. It’s the time to renew family
ties and friendships with members of your extended family in other parts of Canada and beyond.
As we embark on our well-earned vacations, remember to keep the Church in your life during the
summer activities. The Church can be short of helpers for the masses as the regular Eucharistic ministers, ushers, and sacristans take their vacations during the summer. Volunteer to help. You’ll enjoy
serving the Church in a more relaxed setting.
Find out when the churches in the areas you visit
this summer have Mass. (Mass schedules may be
found on the website under the parish’s name or
via the respective diocese/archdiocese.)
This is the time to look back on the last Columbian
year and your Council’s Church activities. What
worked well? What could have been done better?
Take some time to ponder this and look at activities
for the next Columbian year.
Talk to your parish priest during the summer about
the needs of your local Church. The summer-time is
not as hectic and affords both of you the opportunity to reflect and plan. Perhaps your Council could
hold a church barbecue for all the families in the
parish to encourage fellowship and strengthen the
parish community. Regardless, ask your parish
priest what would make a difference in the parish.
Many of you will be travelling during the summer.
May God grant you good fortune and a safe journey. May your vacation be a source of renewal for
your family and your future endeavours, whatever
and wherever they may be.
God Bless,
Willis Winter
State Church Director
Page 8

T

he family is the natural society in which husband
and wife are called to give themselves in love and
in the gift of life. Authority, stability and a life of relationships within the family constitute the foundations
for freedom, security and fraternity within society. The
family is the community in which from childhood one
can learn moral values, begin to honour God and make
good use of freedom. Family life is an initiation into life
in society.
The Knights of Columbus continue to provide the opportunity for members and their families to grow in their
relationships and give themselves to the community
fraternally within society, through their Family awards
program.
It is with great respect that we honour families every
month for their contributions to God, the Church and
the community in which they live. We congratulate each
and every family that participated by providing the program with their achievements this year and especially
those who were chosen as monthly winners.
I would like to thank the Grand Knights for forwarding
the names of their families and their contributions and
achievements within the environment of the Church,
community and faith in God. We also ask that all
Brother Knights continue to support the families within
their councils and encourage them to work in union
within their councils, enriching the Church, community
and faith in God. This will definitely reflect and evangelize society as a whole.
I would like to take this opportunity once again to congratulate the Family of the Year for 2014. The Gilberto S.
Caguiat family from Council #7432 of St Bonaventure
Parish in Calgary, GK Michael Subasic, was honoured at
the State Deputy’s Banquet at the State Convention held
in Edmonton AB. May God bless them as they continue
to contribute in charity and love to God, their own family, their Church and in their Community.
May God bless everyone with a great, relaxing summer.
Please continue with your submissions to the Family of
the Month Program throughout the summer. See you in
the next Columbian year.
Terry Stychyshyn,
State Family Director
State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 6, June 2014

Congratulations to Dean Fitzpatrick Council #1732, Medicine Hat who on May 3, 2014,
celebrated their 100th anniversary as a council with a banquet, followed by presentations to members holding key
positions, past and present. (Below) Brothers George Exner and Wilf Hoffart, prepared with a welcoming smile, man
the bar, and DD Andy Hamel presents certificates and a plaque to current GK Jeff Neumann and to former GK’s John
Hammel and Adam Derzaph, in appreciation for the many years they served as GK’s in the Council.

(Above) Brother Knights of
Council #1732 who attended the
100th Anniversary banquet.
(Right) In a show of gratitude,
District Deputy Andy Hamel
presents Past Grand Knight pins
to every past Grand Knight of
Council #1732 who were able to
attend the celebration.
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(Right) Master Clyde Flynn with the 2014 Convention Honour Guard

Banquet Head Table — State Executive Board members, their respective spouses and Honoured
Guests Archbishop Richard Smith, Bishop David Motiuk and Supreme Treasurer Michael
O’Connor and his wife Patricia (on the far right).

Special Presentation
(Right) In appreciation for
serving as State Deputy
(2011-2013), SD Bill Smith
presented a donation for the
Canadian Wheelchair
Foundation, in memory of
Evelyn Johnson, to IPSD
Gary Johnson. Present in the
photo is SD Bill Smith, Gary
Johnson and his wife Cheryl
Dimos and their extended
family.
Page 10
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Religious Vocations Awareness Drawing Contest
We are pleased to reveal the poster and name of the artist that drew the overall best poster based on the
theme of Religious Vocations Awareness in the Alberta/NWT for 2013-14. The student responsible for the
poster is Brandon Shermack, a Grade 5 student from St. Philip School in Calgary. Brandon was among seven
artists that received a cheque to award them for their work on their posters. Congratulations to Brandon
and to all runners up, and thanks to all teachers and participating artists.
A copy of the winning poster has been featured on the State website in a special new tab as follows:
http://kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/vocations/religious-vocations-poster-contest-winners/
Brothers, let’s not lose the momentum. NOW is the time to start planning for next year. Go talk to the
teachers in your local schools before the end of the year, show them the web page and ask them who will
be around for the 2014-15 school year. Remember, your Council may be one of 20 across the province having the privilege of presenting a cheque to a well deserving Grade 5 student next year. If your local school
board is asking questions, give them my e-mail address and ask them to contact me. I have only been able
to contact two catholic school divisions in the Calgary area so far. I could use some help with this.
I encourage all councils to participate in the poster contest for next year. I pledge to have the new “kit”
done and posted to the State Vocations web page by August 1st, so that brothers can make their visits to
the teachers in the schools in their communities as early as possible.
Vivat Jesus!
John Leszkowicz,
State Vocations Chairman
vocationschairman@kofc.ab.ca

Seven new members joined the Order during the First
Degree Exemplification on April 24th at St. Joseph’s
Basilica, Edmonton. Congratulations to all!
Available to view for those attending the 2014 Convention was the remarkable replica of the Shroud of
Turin. Thank you to the Ukrainian Eparchy of
Edmonton who agreed to loan it for display and
reflection and to the Convention Committee who
made the necessary arrangements for its presence
and protection.
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Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a State
Affairs publication can send it to the State Office
via email at:
stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
in a jpeg format please. Please provide a brief
description of picture.
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From the State Vocations Chairman
By John Leszkowicz

RSVP means Refund Support Vocations Program. All of Alberta/NWT Bishops would agree they need our financial
assistance for their respective seminarians engaged in priestly formation, study and discerning their call. Now, more
than ever, women who are novices or postulant in religious orders can use a helping hand as many do NOT have
funds apart from their education and basic living. Any assistance is greatly appreciated on their journey to their chosen religious vocation. Please consult the following links for more information on the RSVP Program:
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/vocations/rsvp/
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/rsvp_refund2863_p.pdf
You can support any novice, postulant or seminarian in Canada--they do not need to be from your particular parish or
diocese. Liaise with your local convents or Diocesan Associations to obtain a list of religious in need of assistance. Ensure your Council closely follows the guidelines established by Supreme (see above links) in order to qualify for the
refund. Here are some highlights:
♦

♦
♦

♦

♦

Donations to the seminarian must be at least $500 per recipient (no splitting of donation is allowed). If the donation is made directly to the novice, postulant or seminarian, a copy of the cancelled cheque (both front and back
of the cheque) must accompany the application from the Council.
Donations from Charitable Accounts need to be made out to the Seminary.
Donations from a General or other non-Charitable Account: If the novice, postulant or seminarian insists that the
donation(s) be made to the convent or seminary and not them, a note of thanks from themselves to the Council
including the amount of the donation must be sent with the Council’s application. Do not send the original cancelled cheque payable to the convent or seminary to Supreme.
To issue a plaque or plaque sticker, Supreme also needs a “thank-you” letter from the novice seminarian, showing they received the monies and amount. Supreme will issue the 20% refund even if no moral support is submitted, provided a copy of the cancelled cheque is sent to them. DO not worry too much about the June 30 deadline.
Supreme will process the application if it is properly filled out and the required copies of back up documents are
in order.
The completion of Section II Moral Support Information of the application must be completed as outlined on the
back of the form. The support detailed there must be something tangible not just an expression of support
through prayers of the Council. This may include:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Correspondence between council and postulant/novice/seminarian
Personal visits to the religious residence or seminary
Invitation of postulant/novice/seminarian to Council/Assembly events
Similar signs of interest.

Original copy of the RSVP application needs to be sent to Supreme and a copy also needs to be sent to me via the
State Office or via e-mail, so we can keep track of your RSVP activity across the province. (We do not receive copies
from Supreme.)

Vivat Jesus!

John Leszkowicz,
State Vocations Chairman
vocationschairman@kofc.ab.ca
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From the State Youth Director
By Julian Hnatiw

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

Programs for families should continue in the summer
also. The activities can be a community BBQ or a baseball game. A walk down your street or hike with the
family will get us out in the community, away from our
computers and the lack of hockey on the television for a
few weeks, at least until August.
I want to thank all members for their support over the
past year. I have travelled from Lethbridge to Yellowknife and next year plan on visiting more. Please drive
safe when you are on vacation and for those who will
still be here, see you at the seminars.
Vivat Jesus!
William J. Smith, State Deputy Alberta/NWT
“Families – Together in our Faith and our Future”

B

rother Knights,

Thank you for supporting Youth Sports programs over
the last fraternal year. This year has been a challenge in
many ways, what with the long winter and a cool spring.
I commend all of you who were able to work with the
situation to put on another successful Free Throw competition.
Just some results for the Free Throw….internationally
there were about 4500 councils and 110,000 kids; a
slight improvement from last year. That’s great in itself
because internationally we had been losing participants
over the past three to four years. Thanks again.

(Continued from page 4, State Advocate)

As your State Advocate, I was invited by the Supreme
Council, together with the State Secretaries, State Membership and Program Directors, to attend the annual
Membership meeting on June 21, 2014 at the Dallas/
Fort Worth (DFW) Airport Marriott. The State Advocates
will have a special training session, to be presided by the
Supreme Advocate, on Home Corporations and Protecting the Youth. It is our intention to relay whatever information we learn from this session to the Organizational
Meeting of District Deputies from June 27 - 29, 2014 at
the Sheraton Cavalier, 2620-32nd Avenue NE, Calgary.
That said, let us all work as a T.E.A.M.- Together Everybody Achieves More – to bring about a fun-filled and
most productive Columbian Year 2014-2015.
Have a safe summer! Enjoy and may God bless us all and
our families!
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes, State Advocate
(Continued from page 5, Marc Bouchard, General Agent)

You can become an Insured member with the purchase
of RRSP, TFSA, Annuity products, Long Term Care, Disability Insurance and yes, Life Insurance.
For the name of your local Financial Advisor, please call
the Alberta Regional Office at 403-343-2242 or email us
at bouchardagencymail@kofc.org.
Marc Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent, AB/NWT
State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 6 June 2014

A Soccer Challenge program is in the works this spring
with councils from Edmonton getting started. Any council can participate; just give me a call or email
me for a ‘no charge’ kit! Let’s try to
make this challenging for SOCCER.
Again, I love to hear about the success stories with the
programs; they can be put in the State Affairs with pictures. Also, please use the AB/NWT State website to
submit photos and stories.
A few reminders:
You can have Youth Programs during the summer; the Knights are open all summer too!
It is time to start looking at the COATS for KIDS
program for the FALL. Try and
place your order early so we can
be ready. Thanks to all councils
who worked very hard in this
program; let’s see if we can beat last winter’s coat purchases.
On behalf of Shirley and myself, we wish you a GREAT
summer. Have fun! Vivat Jesus!
Julian Hnatiw
State Youth Director
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From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman
By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brother Knights,

Our 104th State Convention was a
great success. It was great to see all the
familiar faces and to meet many new
Knights and their wives. When the Pennies for Heaven
bucket was passed around, $586.50 was collected on
Saturday and $488.96 on Sunday for a total of $1075.46.
Cheques from 26 councils were given to me for a total of
$10,103.13. God bless all Knights for their generosity.
Since the convention, the cheques keep coming in.
Again, thank you for your ongoing support for vocations
and thus the Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven program. Please remember to make your cheques payable
to the Alberta K of C State Council and send it to:

K of C State Council Office,
#4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, Alberta T4N 1S1
Fraternally yours,
Brian Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman
brian.strawford1949@gmail.com

LETTER OF GRATITUDE
May 26, 2014
RE: Father Gilbert Dasna
Dear State Executive, Sir Knights, Brother Knights,
Grant & Velma,
Our beloved priest, Father Gilbert Dasna,
is now at his celestial banquet with our God the
Father. We accompanied him through prayer vigils,
prayer celebrations and the Mass of Resurrection.
The Mass of the Holy Eucharist was concelebrated
with our Bishop Paul and some 30 priests from the
Diocese along with deacons. The Cathedral was
filled with parishioners of St. Paul, Saddle Lake
and Goodfish Lake, along with the R.C.M.Police
and indeed an impressive Colour Guard of the
Knights of Columbus. We were edified to have the
representation of our State Deputy and Executive
Council.
Bishop Grandin Assembly #0009 along with
Grandin Council #2715 wish to sincerely thank you
for your solidarity, your visibility, your prayers and
your participation in such time of trial. A special
thank you to our past Faithful Navigator, Brother
Dennis Robinson and to you, Grant, for a well coordinated effort. It was truly a “tour de force”.
May God bless you all,
Vivat Jesus!
Sincerely,
Herman H. Poulin
GK of Grandin Council 2715
St. Paul, AB
(Continued from page 2, State Secretary)

State Secretary Ron Schuster presents Archbishop
Richard Smith a cheque for $8,921.75 for the Edmonton
Archdiocese. Each year the Catholic dioceses/
archdioceses within our Jurisdiction receive a donation
from the Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven program as a result of the generosity of our councils.
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This will be the last State Affairs for this Columbian
Year. On that note, I would like to wish everyone a wonderful summer with your families and in your travels,
and may the good Lord watch over you on your journeys, where ever it may lead you.
God bless you and your families. Vivat Jesus!
Brother Ron Schuster, State Secretary
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(Continued from page 6, State Communications and PR Director)

(Continued from page 5, State Membership Director)

the way that the information is organized for easy navigation and it is my hope that people continue to find
this to be true and continue to come to www.kofc.ab.ca
for all of their State information.

In closing Brothers, I want everyone to understand how
much our Membership Team appreciated the opportunity to work with Grand Knights and District Deputies to
recruit as of today, May 6th, 619 new Brother Knights to
our Order in our State.

The content and the visitors to the website are constantly increasing. The website is a great tool but it requires a lot of maintenance and monitoring. The following people are responsible for their areas of the website.
Mike Duddy and Joseph Duenas upload any new information and remove older items. John Luk uploads all
the photos. Adam LaGrange manages the Calendar
along with the email system. Shauna and Linda in our
State office and all of us check the website often to see
what needs attention. Please contact anyone on the
Communications and PR team with any comments or
concerns you may have.
State Technology Chairman – Joseph Duenas
Photographer – John Luk – Calgary/Assistant
Technology Chairman
Photographer—James Danielson – Edmonton/
Northwest
Photographer – Al Girard – Edmonton / North
Photographer – Lito Soco – Edmonton
Photographer – Adam LaGrange – Red Deer/Central
Archives Chairman – Tony Lemay

I would be remiss however if I did not mention our findings on the Retention side of our work and to suggest
that any Council not having a Phoning Committee
should ensure that all Brother Knights in their Council be
called at least three times per year. In light of our findings, it is strongly recommended to invite them to come
out to planned Council events or to volunteer for
planned Council projects. As great as it is to bring new
Brother Knights into our Order, it can be just as rewarding to have all your members engaged in Council events
and projects and not just the 10-15% of members that
show up for Council meetings.
Fraternally yours in Christ,
Grant M. Mann
Alberta/NWT Knights of Columbus
State Membership Director
membershipdirector@kofc.ab.ca

"Making Families Stronger, One Knight at a Time."

God bless,
Michael Anctil, State Communication and PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Here is a QR code; with a QR reader
on your smart phone or tablet you can
go directly to the State website. However, you have to download an app to
read the QR code.

(Continued from page 2, State Chaplain)

story, learn the history of our early Church and most of
all let the Lord speak to you in this divinely inspired best
seller. It indeed is a win/win scenario. Coffee table or
iPad Bible, you will not regret the time you give to the
Word of God, which is one of the few things that is truly
unchanging and timeless in our world today. Treat yourself brothers, you deserve it.
Blessings,
Fr. Jim, State Chaplain
State Affairs, Volume 17, Number 6 June 2014

District 32’s Council 4878 exemplified 2 new Knights,
Lloyd Rose and Dan Goshulak, on May 23 at St. Patrick’s. A total of 11 new Knights (9 from other Districts)
took their 1st Degree. (From L to R) Lloyd Rose, D.D. 32
Ray Khuller, Dan Goshulak and DGK John Bothwell.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers:
To the family of Brother Knight Harry Denny who
passed away on May1st. Brother Harry was a member of Valleyview Council #8427.
In the passing of our Brother Knight, Fr. Gilbert
Dasna, smmm whose sudden and tragic death
occurred May 9 in St. Paul.
To D.D. Gerald Geeraert, and to all the family, on
the passing of his father, Sir Knight Peter Geeraert
on May 18th. Our Brother Peter was a member of
Holy Name Assembly #2694 (Calgary).
To Lady Teresa and her family whose mother
passed away May 21. Lady Teresa is the wife of Sir
Knight Wally Burfield.
To Morris Sych, FS Council 6563, FC Assembly 10
and State Supplies Chairman, and his family on the
passing of his father Henry Sych on June 2nd.

2014 STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT, Saturday,
September 13 at the Camrose Golf Course. Hosted
by Camrose Council #3437; Chairman Barry Stotts.
Phone No.: (780) 672-9686
Email: bar.rita@lynxnet.ca
55th Annual CURLING BONSPIEL will be held
March 21 & 22, 2015, at the Ellerslie Curling
Club, 530—71 St. SW, Edmonton, with a
“Fraternal Night”—a meet, greet, mix & mingle
and early registration on Friday March 20th. For
more info or assistance, contact Mike Mravinec at
mravinec@kroll.ca or call 780-887-0103.
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

A Funeral Mass was held
for Fr. Gilbert Dasna,
smmm in St. Paul’s
Cathedral, St. Paul on
Monday, May 19th.
Present and in his honour,
many brother knights
were in attendance, including members of the
State Board. Of those, in
attendance, several wore
their colours. (Of all colours available to most
jurisdictions, the only one
absent was the colour of
the Supreme Master.)

tate Affairs is published by the Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council unless a selfaddressed, stamped envelope is provided. Deadline for submissions is the 15th day of the month prior
to publication..Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058
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OR

State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: 403-341-4848 or 1-800-656-0042
Fax: 403-340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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WEB SITE: www.kofc.ab.ca
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“Thinking outside the box will
provide opportunities and activities
for the Knights of Columbus to lead
the community into the future.”

“It was not you who chose me,
but I who chose you.” (Jn. 15, 16)

William J. Smith

B

rother Knights, Spouses and Family,

Summer is with us, and our July regular meeting is behind us. As we operate twelve months, we must strive
to have a meeting in July and August. Not all members
take vacation together, so there are members available
for a meeting. The meeting can be a barbeque with family members, hotdog day after Mass to greet visitors
from out of town, trip to a beach, hike in the mountains,
etc... We are a team and this includes our spouses and
our children. Bring them with you.
This year we are providing a number of incentives for
membership growth; we are including Programs as part
of the incentives. Our Membership Director Grant Mann
and Program Director Dean Rombough have been working together, and we ask our councils to do the same
thing. When we bring new members into the Order, we
are not just bringing in a member, but a family. The programs will provide an opportunity to keep the family
involved. Thinking outside the box will provide opportunities and activities for the Knights of Columbus to lead
the community into the future. New members may have
new ideas of activities that the council does not currently operate. Ask the new member to lead the activity.
If we are running the same activities for twenty years,
we may be missing the boat on changes in our community. With families moving regularly and immigration,
the demographics and needs of our community change.
If we shut the box and tape it shut from the inside, we
(Continued on page 10)

Fr. Jim Corrigan

M

y Dear Worthy Brothers in Christ:
As we enter into the fall quarter of our Columbian year, most of us have had the opportunity to spend
a little more time with our families, perhaps a summer
vacation was part of the agenda and for the most part
we come away from the summer rested, renewed and
rejuvenated. At a minimum, hopefully the frenetic pace
of our daily lives has slowed to the point where we can
actually appreciate the gift of life itself and the many
God-given blessings that are part of our daily lives. What
does this mean to you and me as Knights of Columbus?
Well brothers, it is not time to “SPRING” into action, it is
time to “FALL” into action.
Brothers, at times we may be guilty of giving
ourselves a wee bit too much credit. As “those men they
call Knights,” we presume that in virtue of our membership as Knights we have made a conscious and intentional decision to choose God. In part we are correct,
but the key to this worldview is that we need to know
clearly in our hearts, that our loving God chose us first.
He chose us and called us by name while we were still in
our mother’s womb. Our membership in the Knights of
Columbus in many ways is more of a response to an invitation, (God’s invitation) usually extended through one
of our brothers, than a choice. The Knights offer us the
means, and an effective framework to accept God’s loving invitation. What are the ramifications of accepting
this invitation? When you and I accept an invitation, our
acceptance implies some form of action, some form of
response.
(Continued on page 8)

W

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Ronald J. Schuster

By W. Charles Russell

orthy Brother Knights,

By the time you receive this State Affairs, believe it or
not, summer will be just about over, or close to it. I
hope you are having a great summer with your family
and your travels have been safe and enjoyable.
I wish to thank all brother Knights for taking time away
from being with their families to attend a Regional Seminar this summer.
As we move forward into a new Columbian Year, I encourage the Worthy Grand Knights to have a Council
meeting as early as possible. Often after the summer
months, a Council’s meeting doesn’t take place till the
end or near the end of September, which results in putting you behind in the goals that your Council may want
to achieve.
I realize that we all volunteer for the Knights of Columbus, and at times, it is difficult to meet the goals set out
by Supreme in areas such as membership, programs,
etc. However, we have dedicated Directors that are
there with their teams to support you. All you have to
do is ask.
Let me assure you as well, should at any time you require any assistance with issues that you are not sure
about or require assistance with, I personally will be
there to assist you in your needs as will any member of
the State Executive Board. Please do not hesitate to call
any one of us if the need arises.

I

sincerely hope everyone is having a safe, fun-filled
summer and that every Council is active. My own
Council had two meetings in July: an Executive meeting
where we planned our upcoming year and a General
meeting where 18 members attended. We plan to do
the same in August so that we are up and running in
September. We have several activities planned for July
and August: Stampede Breakfast, hosting three District
installations of Officers, hosting the Calgary Regional
Seminar, a Council family golf and picnic and a Founder’s Day BBQ. Then we get down to some real business.
As State Treasurer, I wish to remind all Councils of the
following:
♦

All Expense claims are to be submitted on a timely
basis to State Board.

♦

All cheques received from the State Board are to be
cashed when received. Every year, we have several
cheques that become stale dated.

♦

Per Capita and Insurance statements are to be paid
within 60 days. We use Supreme’s membership
numbers from the previous December. We exclude
Honourary Life, Honourary, Inactive Insurance members and members who have filed a Disability waiver
form.

♦

Major Degrees: Host Chapter, District or Council collects $25.00 per Candidate and submits to State
Treasurer within 30 days of Degree. There are still
some outstanding for 2013 and 2014.

♦

State Scholarship cheques are sent to the Grand
Knights for presentation to the winners at a public
function.

♦

There are two (2) Expense Report forms: one for
District Deputies that goes to the State Deputy who
forwards it to Supreme for payment; one for State
chairpersons and State Board members that goes to
the State Deputy who forwards them to the State
Treasurer for payment.

♦

State Convention: A Per Diem and Mileage cheque is
issued to the Council at the end of the Convention
to help offset some of the expenses incurred by the

I wish you the very best in the new Columbian Year with
your Council Activities.
God Bless you and your family,
Ron Schuster
State Secretary

(Continued on page 11)
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Y. Mendita

“Unfinished Business”

I

n life, there are some matters that you cannot put on
pause or on hold forever as they may catch up to you
later.
Specifically, in the Knights of Columbus, every start of a
Columbian Year presents to us many opportunities to
take stock of our advancement, both in the spiritual and
material sense, to repair omissions, to correct errors
and to plan for a worthy future.
If I were a Grand Knight today, I would have the exact
same goal as I did when I was the Grand Knight of Nazareno Council from 2002 to 2004. That is, to achieve the
Star Council Award; this is the highest award that a
council can attain. It represents a true benchmark of
what makes a council outstanding--excellence in membership retention and recruitment, programs and insurance promotion. Attaining a Star Council Award is the
greatest legacy that a Grand Knight can give to his council. We have fulfilled this honour for two consecutive
years because of unbelievable teamwork from all! Thank
you!
The question is, how can this be done? Here are a few
suggestions. By working hard as a team, nothing is impossible. By believing in what you are doing, everything
will fall into place. Choose the right people for the positions. Encourage at all times the involvement of members and families. Solicit the spiritual guidance and wisdom of your Chaplain. Stay the course to implement the
plan of action – to achieve the goal. Pray! Most of all,
have fun!
During the recently concluded Regional Seminars held in
Edmonton and Calgary, we found out that a large number of our councils do not have Council By-laws and
have yet to comply with the Supreme Council’s mandate
for Youth Protection Policy/Safe Environment Program
in conjunction with the local diocesan Safe Environment
Training and Background Check. To meet these requirements, tools are already in place for a council to use.
If a council or assembly does not have Council or Assembly By-laws or wants to amend its existing By-laws, an
application called By-Laws Online is available on the
Knights of Columbus website. The program is available
(Continued on page 12)
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W

arm greetings to everyone!

First of all, I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to everyone for a great, fruitful and successful
Columbian Year. It has been my pleasure and honour to
serve as your State Warden for the last Columbian Year.
It was a very challenging but rewarding experience to be
of service to our Jurisdiction. On the other hand, I wish
to thank all the delegates at the last Annual Convention
for giving me an opportunity to serve as your State Warden for another Columbian Year. Also, I offer my heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to all new officers
who have been elected and appointed.
The first month of the new Columbian Year started with
an installation of the State Board and District Deputies
as well as the District Deputies’ organizational meeting
held in Calgary. It was followed by Regional Leadership
Seminars conducted across Edmonton and Calgary. We
are indeed very confident that you have learned new
things and have become more knowledgeable of all important information in all areas.
In this issue, I would like to discuss briefly the Ideas on
How to Manage a Productive Meeting:
1. Meetings should be like a visit to the dentist, quick
and painless. A meeting without a handout Agenda
is like a call to chaos.
2. Keeping meetings on time is a huge challenge but
you just have to do it. We all have busy schedules
and you have to respect other people’s time.
3. Careful planning and preparation before the meeting is a must.
4. Strong leadership at the meeting is essential.
5. Proper handling of distractions is important. Stick
to the present topic/issue and resolve it with a
motion or table it for the next meeting.
6. Familiarize yourself with Robert’s Rules of Order to
have order & decorum.
7. Use of performance standards are used to increase
the effectiveness of people who are contributing to
the objectives of the group.
8. Show good human relations – (value people, be an
active listener & be tactful.)
9. Show common courtesy (“Give - don’t seek –
credit”; be consistent; be willing to lose face; cultivate a good sense of humor & set a good example.)
(Continued on page 11)
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From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Grant M. Mann

Update Your Beneficiaries

S

ometimes it is easy to overlook the simplest of
things.

Take, for example, the beneficiaries on your life insurance policies. If your policy was applied for and
issued several years ago, it may very well be that
the person you originally selected as the beneficiary
is no longer the person you would want to receive
the policy proceeds. If you bought the policy when
you were single, for example, you may have named
your parents as beneficiaries. If you have since married, your policies should be updated to reflect your
spouse as beneficiary. Maybe you’ve had children
since, who are not named on the policies.
Most people list a primary beneficiary, who is specifically designated as the first in priority to receive
policy proceeds. We also encourage the naming of
a contingent beneficiary, an alternate person designated to receive policy proceeds, usually in the
event that the original beneficiary pre-deceases the
insured.
Our agents routinely try to call all of their policyholders for annual review appointments, usually
near the anniversary date of their policy – that is,
the date it was originally issued. One of the matters
that they discuss during this review is the status of
your beneficiary designations. If they need updating, and they often do, they can complete the paperwork during that appointment.
Your local agent looks forward to meeting with
each of his members and their spouses, to discuss
your needs.
For more information please contact your Fraternal
Benefit Advisor, or the Alberta/NWT Regional Office at (403) 343-2242 for the name of an Advisor
for your area.
Marc Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent, AB/NWT

B

rother Knights All;

As we begin the new Columbian Year and reconsider our
responsibility to all the Catholic men we know--to invite
them to join our Councils to learn the lesson of Charity
taught in the First Degree and to help us do works of
Charity for those in need in our parishes and communities--I can think of no better way to encourage you than
to quote the message prepared by our Worthy State
Membership Chaplain, Father Paul Moret. Father Paul
asked me to deliver the following remarks on his behalf
to all the State Council Officers, Directors and District
Deputies assembled for the 2014-15 Columbian Year
Organizational Meeting that we held on June 28 & 29 in
Calgary. I would encourage you to give it your due attention:
“This weekend we celebrate the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul. This feast reminds us of the commission
given to these two great apostles to bring the teaching of
Christ to all the nations so that all people might experience the salvation brought about by Christ's death and
resurrection. Through the centuries, the Church and
those within her ranks who are inflamed with the love of
God, have shown a great concern, not only for the salvation of souls, but also for the temporal welfare of people.
Even though the spiritual is more important, it does not
mean that the temporal is to be neglected. I believe that,
as Catholics and as Knights, we must see ourselves as
part of the commission given to St. Peter to be a "fisher
of men". We need to see the importance of the spiritual
in our own lives and have a desire to share that with others - at the same time knowing that the temporal is also
important. In fact, there may be many men who are attracted to the Knights primarily on account of the temporal benefits that may come their way through this association - things like the insurance program that is offered
through the Knights. Although it is fine and good that this
may be the initial point of attraction, we need to see that
the spiritual needs to develop into the ultimate attraction
for us all.
May God bless us all as we work to attract men to the
Knights of Columbus and, through the Knights, attract
them to Christ.”

Fraternally yours in Christ,
Grant M. Mann
Alberta/NWT Knights of Columbus
State Membership Director
membershipdirector@kofc.ab.ca

"Follow me and I will make
you fishers of men.” (Matthew 4:19)
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From the State Program Director

From the State Communications & PR Director

By Dean Rombough

By Michael Anctil

W

orthy Brother Knights,

Y

Welcome to a new Columbian year. Please let me take a
moment to introduce the Program Team for this Columbian year:
State Program Director - Dean Rombough
Asst. State Program Director - Brad Cody
State Church Director - Willis Winter
Pennies for Heaven - Brian Strawford
Marian Hour of Prayer – Gary Sherman
Vocations Chair - John Leszkowicz
Wheelchair Foundation Chairs
North - Richard Rajotte/Red Deer - Mike Breunig
Calgary – Vince Mendonsa/South – Glen Turner
Father McGivney Guild Chair - Bill Smith
State Community Director – Phil Birch
Special Olympics Chair - Michael Isakeit
Culture of Life Chair Couple - Patrice and Hélène Roussel
Respect for Life Oratorical Chair – Michael Subasic
State Council Director - William Potvin
Charities Appeal Chair - Ray Martin
State Hockey Chair – TBA
State Curling Chair - Gerard Korte
2014-2015 Annual Meeting Chair – Julian Hnatiw
State Family Director – Salvatore Ficaccio
State Youth Director - Julian Hnatiw
State Scholarship Chair - Ron Schuster
Basketball Free Throw Chairs
North - Gregory Amerongen/South - Gaston Launiere
Coats for Kids Chairs
North - Gerald Bernakevitch/South – Gaston Launiere
This is a very dynamic team that I am excited to be
working with. If they can be of any help to your council,
do not hesitate to contact them.
Gentlemen, let me suggest that the passing grade for
any given council this year is the Star Council award
from Supreme. Supreme has instituted a new challenge
to the District Deputies this Columbian Year – One Star
Council per District. Brothers, why can’t this be your
council? Other than the membership requirements for
the Star Council award, the following are the 2014-2015
Featured Programs that will help achieve this coveted
award:
Church Activities: RSVP - every $500 to a seminarian the
council receives from Supreme $100.
Community Activities: Habitat for Humanity - 200-man
(Continued on page 10)
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our Communications & Public Relations team have
been very busy over the past few years. It takes a
remarkable team of Brother Knights to initiate all the
new improvements that we’ve implemented. They possess great skills, and they’re willing to share their time
and talents to improve our Jurisdiction. Without them
none of the following improvements would have been
possible.
♦ We’ve talked often about the totally new website. I’m

sure you’ve had a chance to visit and review all the information that it contains. The website was designed by
Mike Duddy. Mike continues to do updates. Our State
Technology Chairman Joseph Duenas monitors the website and also does some uploads to our site. John Luk
uploads all the photos that we receive. Adam LaGrange
maintains the website calendar. It’s a real team effort to
make the State website the great tool that it is today:
www.kofc.ab.ca
♦ This email system is working fantastically, and our

State Office can now get out the information to our
Grand Knights and Financial Secretaries in minutes instead of days. The ultimate goal is to have all councils
utilizing the email system. Currently we have 160 councils out of 170 using the email system. When sending
the Roster sheet to the State Council Office please provide your PERSONAL email address. This will be the address that you want your Knights of Columbus emails
forwarded to. The State Roster will have a standing
email address from now on. The standing email in the
Roster will be your assigned KofC email address.
♦ Our latest major change is how the State Board and

State Directors get information to each Council for the
upcoming Columbian Year. Every year we had six Regional meetings that the State Board and Directors
would travel to and the Councils from those Regions
would attend. Of course it was a hit and miss if everyone
could attend the meeting or not. There was a tremendous amount of travel and expense for the State Board
and State Directors. In an effort to reduce travel and the
costs involved and a real need to get the message to all
Councils, we are now proceeding with a video production. This new format will provide each Council with a
DVD of the entire State Board’s and State Directors’
messages. DVD’s will be available later this summer.
(Continued on page 10)
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The following three photos were taken at the
Calgary Chapter Meeting at St. Mary’s University
College in Calgary on June 23rd.

Congratulations to Monsignor John S. Smith Council
#9658 for receiving the Barney Markowski Pennies for
Heaven Award for 2013-2014. SK Brian Strawford (Left)
presents the award to GK Peter Nykyforchyn (Right).

On behalf of all brother Knights, SS Ron Schuster
presented a cheque from the Barney Markowski Pennies
for Heaven program to Bishop David Motiuk of the
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy, Edmonton.

(Above) Congratulations to Fr. Albert Newman Council
#8470 who received 2nd Runner-Up Award for Fraternal
Council of the Year. Receiving the award from DD Ricky
Finzel (Right) on behalf of GK Ken Waldron of Council
#8470 is WST Charles Russell (Left).
At the Calgary
Chapter Meeting,
former DD Leo
Bunz (left) presented Dr. Gerry
Turcotte, (right)
President of St.
Mary’s University
College, two
Knights of
Columbus History
Books.
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A Happy 46th Anniversary to our
State Secretary Ron Schuster and his
wife Kathy (Left). Celebrating the occasion with them on June 22nd, while
in Dallas, Texas attending
sessions put on by Supreme, were
State Program Director Dean
Rombough and his wife Kate (Center)
and State Advocate Vince Reyes and
his wife Ruby (Right).
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 1, August 2014

Ste. Famille Parish threw their annual lobster & steak dinner in June. (Below) Assembly 0006’s FN Gaston
Launiere greets WSD Bill Smith. DD #32 SK Ray & Lady Rosemary join visitors from Langley, B.C., SK Joe
& Lady Loretta Krentz. Joe & Loretta, now in their mid-80’s, ship tons of food and milk to Haiti!

(Above) At the June Edmonton Chapter meet-

ing Brother Richard Rajotte on behalf of the
Wheelchair Foundation, presented State Secretary Ron Schuster a Certificate of
Appreciation.

Anyone wishing to have a
picture printed in a State Affairs
publication can send it in a jpeg
format to the State Office via email
at:
Flag Presentation: A Knights of Columbus flag was presented to the
St. Maroun Council #13032 on June 15, 2014. (Left to Right) SK Tony
Abinader, Monsignor Joseph Salame, Pastor of Our Lady of Good Help
Parish, Edmonton, PSD Wally Streit and GK Tony Chelala. This was the
seventh flag PSD Wally has presented to a council using recruitment reward
points.
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 1 August 2014

stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Please provide a brief description
of the picture you are sending.
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From the Charitable Foundation
By Wally Streit, President of the ACF

O

ur Foundation was formed over 23
years ago and since that time the
ACF has given, on your behalf, over
$2,200,000 to worthy charities. As you
may know we are embarking on a campaign to increase our designated capital by one million
dollars or more, so that we can more readily respond to
the many requests that we receive from councils.

There are three phases to our CATCH THE SPIRIT campaign: calling on special names that have a strong worth
or cash flow, a mass mail-out to all members in early
September and thereafter, working to obtain pledges
from councils and associations. We are now in the first
phase.
Please look for a letter-package from our campaign
chairman, Dr. Randy Yatscoff, in early September. We
are placing strong emphasis on pledges over 3-5 years
as we know it is how we will achieve our goal. For example, a pledge of $2,000 over 5 years will cost you $21 net
of tax per month.
The good news is that whatever you pledge, the amount
will be retained by the ACF and only the revenues will
be given to qualified charities. As well, if we reach our
goal we will suspend our annual letter requests.
How can you help?
1. This is our campaign – it is important to be positive
– as our esteemed Father Jim Corrigan noted – God
has chosen all of us to do this.
2. Please make your personal pledge over 3-5 years.
3. If you have questions or someone asks you questions that you cannot answer, please refer them to
me, Wally Streit (streitw@gmail.com), Phil Birch
(pbirch@shaw.ca) or to Randy Yatscoff
(ryatscoff@gmail.com).
4. Please pray for the success of our campaign. If we
all do our bit, whether it be small, medium or large,
together we can make it happen. Thereafter we will
be able to assist more charities--a great way of practicing the First Principal of our Order.
Thanks to the ‘early bird’ Brothers we are close to 10%
of our goal in confirmed pledges. A list of those who
have already pledged/contributed to the CATCH THE
SPIRIT campaign is as follows:

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

Brothers, we did not choose Him, He chose us.
Our membership in this world class Catholic men’s organization requires not simply the acceptance of the
invitation but action that flows out of our acceptance to
the invitation. The beauty of the Knights of Columbus is
that our local councils offer us a multitude of opportunities and ways to respond, whether that is taking a shift
at the pancake breakfast, or helping out at the senior’s
fun bingo on Saturday afternoon. At a minimum, put the
monthly council meeting on your list of places to be. The
opportunities will present themselves. By responding to
this invitation with some form of action we develop a
sense of belonging and a sense of purpose. God in His
infinite wisdom has orchestrated His grand scheme in
such a way that when we take action, when we give
freely of our Time, Talent and Treasure the result is twofold. Inevitably we are making someone else’s life a little
richer a little more meaningful, but we ourselves receive
a sense of gratification and well-being. As we give of
ourselves receiving the graces that go with this action
we naturally become more committed to the Knights,
the Church and ultimately to our Lord.
Our response to God’s loving invitation, leads us
to action and our action leads us to the Lord. To the
many of you who are embarking on your roles as Grand
Knights and council executives, remember you did not
choose them, your brothers chose you. Hold this in your
hearts as you preside over your September council
meeting. Your brothers have placed their trust in you,
and our Lord will give you the grace to serve them in the
unique way that meets each of our different council’s
needs, vision and direction. Often enough, I feel illequipped to do what the good Lord has chosen me for,
but I trust with my heart that He will give me what I
need in order to serve Him in the service of His faithful.
Brothers, you and I have been chosen. Let us go into this
fall session of our Columbian year with a sincere desire
that our acceptance of the invitation will lead each of us
to engage in a response that will serve the Church and
ultimately bring greater glory to the One who chose us
to go forth and bear fruit, fruit that will last. Brothers,
thank you for your service. May our loving God bless
you and your families in your response to His loving invitation.
Your brother in Christ
Fr. Jim Corrigan, State Chaplain

(Continued on page 13)
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From the State Church Director

From the State Vocations Chairman

By Willis Winter

By John Leszkowicz

A NEW BEGINNING

T

he summer is drawing to a close and children
are heading back to school soon. I hope you
took advantage of the summer for a well-earned
vacation and that you took time to reflect on your
Council’s involvement with your parish. What activities have you planned for the Columbian year?
Have you asked your Chaplain or Pastor how the
Council can assist him? What is your parish’s greatest need?
Charitable works often begin through meeting the
needs of your parish. On many occasions, it does
not involve a donation of money; rather, it is the
donation of your time that makes the difference.
Some examples:
Picking up senior citizens and taking them to
Mass with you;
♦ Visiting the sick and the shut-in;
♦ Volunteering for programs that help the homeless;
♦ Forming a choir for Christmas and visiting
seniors’ lodges.
♦

Look for activities that can involve your members in
performing acts of charity within your Church community. If you are short-handed, invite members of
your parish to assist you in the charitable activity.
This helps to strengthen the bonds of community
and fellowship within your parish, and it gives nonmembers an opportunity to see first-hand what being a Knight of Columbus is all about. In this way,
you can build bridges to prospective new members.
The first step is to ask your Chaplain or Pastor
where your Council can assist in meeting the parish’s needs. Ask him today.
Vivat Jesus!
Willis Winter
State Church Director

State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 1 August 2014

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED
for STATE VOCATIONS COMMITTEE

C

ongratulations to all of the new and returning
Grand Knights, District Deputies and Faithful Navigators
within the Alberta/NWT Jurisdiction. May God bless you
as you commence a new fraternal year.
The Knights of Columbus Vocations programs operate
within the Church and at her service. Councils are encouraged to integrate these programs as much as possible with existing parish and diocesan efforts. Supreme
has posted the Vocations Handbook on their website at
(http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/vocations/
vocations.pdf). In the handbook, it is mentioned that
the chairman of a State Vocations committee should
convene meetings at least four times a year. The chaplain should be present if possible. Meetings should follow a standard Knights of Columbus committee meeting
format. While dates and times are up to the chairman
and his committee members, it is important to schedule
meetings so that work can begin early in the fraternal
year. The State Vocations chairman is responsible for
conducting committee meetings which are necessary to
develop and carry out state-level vocations efforts. He
should motivate his fellow officers, especially concerning implementation of RSVP.

Brothers, I need your help with this. There has not been
an organized Vocations Committee in the Alberta/NWT
State Council in several years. The first thing needed are
volunteers. Do you have any new members who are in
need of an activity? Get them to e-mail me. Once I have
three or four brothers from across Alberta/NWT, I will
arrange teleconference calls.
Please contact me if you want to work with me to help
create awareness for vocations in your local area or
throughout the Jurisdiction.
Fraternally,
Brother John Leszkowicz
Vocations Chairman
AB/NWT State
E-Mail: vocationschairman@kofc.ab.ca
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(Continued from page 5, State Communications and PR Director)

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

This major undertaking has been organized by our State
Technology Chairman Joseph Duenas. Brother Joseph
has enlisted the help of Brother Lito Soco. Brother Lito
has donated his time, talents and equipment and has
videoed the majority of the State Board and State Directors. Brother Jim Danielson has also volunteered his
time, talents and equipment to video a few of the remaining Directors. This project will save our Jurisdiction
thousands of dollars and will save thousands of kms of
travel for the State Board, State Directors and all the
Councils who travelled to the Regional Meeting. We
owe an enormous amount of gratitude to Brothers Joseph, Lito and Jim for all their efforts. Please watch the
video and please listen to the message from all the participants. They all worked very hard on their report, and
our only goal is to help you succeed at your Executive
position.

will lose. If we tear the sides of the box down, we gain
the experience and knowledge of new members.
Our Ceremonial Team has a few changes for next year.
Ceremonial Director John Majowski and Assistant Ceremonial Director Dan Barth have developed a program
for councils and members to bring in new members and
families to our Order. This includes thinking again outside the box by scheduling degrees during the week. We
have First Degree members in councils who work on
weekends and cannot attend Second or Third Degrees
on Saturday. Evening degrees will help bring them into
full knighthood. Having separate Second and Third Degrees can be recorded as a meeting, so council members
should attend. A small luncheon after can include the
spouses. Again, we are a family, so include the family.
Please drive safe and watch for our children and seniors.

♦Our committee will soon start looking into alternate

Vivat Jesus!

fundraising Ideas. If your Council has a successful event
that raises funds while building Fraternalism within the
Council please share it with a member of the Communications & PR team. We’re considering a few options on
how to showcase the events but there will probably be a
listing on the State website. More information will follow as we develop this further.

William J Smith, State Deputy Alberta/NWT

Public Relations: Please always portray the Knights of
Columbus in the highest regard. The best PR is by example, so when others hear about our good works, our
support of our Priests and Bishops and the great friendships we’ve made, it may encourage them to join us.
Our Team is here to help you so please contact any one
of us with your comments or concerns.
State Technology Chairman – Joseph Duenas
Photographer – John Luk – Calgary/Assistant
Technology Chairman
Photographer—James Danielson – Edmonton/
Northwest
Photographer – Al Girard – Edmonton / North
Photographer – Lito Soco – Edmonton
Photographer – Adam LaGrange – Red Deer/Central
Archives Chairman – Tony Lemay
Thank you and God bless,
Michael Anctil, State Communication and PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
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Families – Together in our Faith and our Future
(Continued from page 5, State Program Director)

hrs. service from council plus minimum donation of
$1000; Global Wheelchair Mission - at least 1 case of
100 chairs; Special Olympics - minimum 200 man hrs.
plus a minimum of $2000 donation.
Family Activities: Food for Families - minimum 1000 lbs.
of food plus 100 man hrs. for every $500 or 500 lbs. of
food, Supreme will refund $100 up to $500.
Culture of Life Activities: Minimum 100 marchers at a
March for Life; funds to cover 1/2 of cost of ultrasound
machine.
Youth Activities: Coats for Kids - minimum of 8 cases
(each case has 12 coats)—1 case from Supreme $284
and Supreme takes care of duties.
Other programs your council participates in are equally
worthwhile and should be submitted. When your council completes the program, do not forget to submit the
programs to the State Office so that your council may
achieve the recognition deserved at the State Convention.
REMEMBER: EVERY PROGRAM REPRESENTS A
MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT OPPORTUNITY
Have a great Columbian Year! Vivat Jesus!
Dean Rombough, State Program Director
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W

From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Brian Strawford

By Gary T. Sherman

orthy Brother Knights,

I was happy to meet the new and seeing the ongoing District Deputies at the
June District Deputy Meeting. I asked
for their support in promoting the Pennies for Heaven
Program to their councils. We all know we have the full
support of the bishops for this program.
The District Deputies donated $141.00 to the Barney
Markowski Pennies for Heaven fund. I thank them and
the State Board for their support in this worthy cause.
Please remember to make your cheques payable to the
Alberta K of C State Council and send it to:
K of C State Council Office,
#4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, Alberta T4N 1S1
Fraternally yours,
Brian Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman
brian.strawford1949@gmail.com

N

ow that the new Columbian year is upon us,
it gives us all an opportunity
to refocus some of our council energies on to the Church program.
Please plan this year to hold as
many Marian Hour of Prayer occasions in your parish during your
Mass celebration or rosary at your
monthly meetings. Our Lady will
work wonders for your council in many surprising
ways.
Please contact me for the Icon or for help with the
program. Thanks for all your past prayers and support!
May God Bless,
Gary T. Sherman
Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman
(H) 780-457-3749 / (C) 780-399-0283
garytsherman@shaw.ca
(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

(Continued from page 2, State Treasurer)

Delegate(s). No other reimbursement is given.
Please see the Grand Knight’s Manual for the rates
paid. (Section G-1, Subsection 212). If your Council
does not have a Grand Knight’s manual, one may be
ordered from the State Office.
Again, I wish you a safe, happy summer and remember,
not all Council members go away for the entire summer.
To you, Council Executives, plan meetings and activities.
You may be surprised as to how many members will
show up.
Vivat Jesus!
W. Charles Russell
State Treasurer

10. Learn to use the Basic Motivators – leader’s task is
to create an environment that is conducive to selfmotivation; opportunity to achieve goals; people
want to be recognized for the contributions they
make; people are social creatures & want to be
part of the action; people want to learn, grow &
develop their abilities.
11. Effective follow-up of Agenda items must be pursued immediately.
12. Effectively leading others is a huge challenge but
very rewarding if it shows unity and teamwork
amongst the group.
In the next issues, we will endeavor to discuss the 13
areas of Protocol.
Have a wonderful and safe summer!

Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Warden
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From the State Family Director

By Sal Ficaccio

(Continued from page 3, State Advocate)

Family of the Month
“The family is important and it is
necessary for the survival of humanity.”

(Pope Francis)

W

orthy Brother Knights,

Let us be a part of the survival of the family. Within our
great Jurisdiction we have many families that deserve to
be recognized and rewarded for their great work in
Council, Community, Church and Christian Family Life.
Let the example of these great families be shared with
others, so that we can strengthen the family life.
Welcome newly elected Worthy Grand Knights, Council
Officers, and returning Officers. By now the Financial
Secretary of your council has received and presented to
the Grand Knight the “Surge with Service Kit” CD, which
should be distributed to the Officers and Directors of
the council. This CD contains the guidelines and rules in
nominating and entering the “Family of the Month” program. Please review it; you will find that this program is
valuable for your council retention and easy to submit.
I encourage every council to nominate and to submit
the name of a family within their council on a monthly
basis, so that they can be recognized at Council, State
and Supreme.
Let’s live our motto:
“Family-Together in Our Faith and Our Future”
Vivat Jesus!
Sal Ficaccio
State Family Director

for Grand Knights and Advocates for Councils and Faithful Navigators, Admirals and Pilots of Assemblies.
To access By-Laws Online, they will need a registered
account on Officers Online. Go to www.kofc.org, click
“Officers” on the right side of the home page and follow
the instructions. Any need for assistance obtaining a
user name or password, contact the Supreme Council
Customer Service Department at 1-800-380-9995 or at
info@kofc.org.
On June 21, 2014, I attended the Safe Environment Session for Youth, among other things, hosted by the Supreme Council in Dallas, Texas. The Knights of Columbus
requires, with no exception, that members selected to
be youth leaders fulfill all local diocesan safe environment/youth protection requirements for working with
children and young people in the diocese. These requirements typically include completion of sexual abuse
awareness training and a background check. To obtain
these requirements, you may contact your local parish
office. They are there to help you, gratis et amore.
Beginning July 1, 2014, all youth leaders and those that
supervise youth leaders must scan and email a copy of
the diocesan certificate to: youthleader@kofc.org. With
regards to those who are nominated to serve as State
Squires Chairman, Chief Counselor or Counselor in the
Columbian Squires Program, they are required to submit
a completed Youth Leader Form #4348 and a background authorization form to: youthleader@kofc.org.
Upon approval, a certificate will be issued to the youth
leader to confirm his appointment which is good for
three years.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me
at 780-463-3696 or stateadvocate@kofc.ab.ca
In closing, let me leave you with these words from St.
Thérèse de Lisieux: “Without love, deeds even the
most brilliant count as nothing.” Thank you for all the
good works you are doing for the Knights of Columbus!
My Brother Knights, may God bless us and our families!
Have a wonderful summer!

Here is a QR code; with a QR reader
on your smart phone or tablet you can
go directly to the State website. However, you have to download an app to
read the QR code.
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Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Advocate
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(Continued from page 8, Foundation President)

Thanks to these (Early Birds) Brother Knights we
are at 10% of our goal with confirmed pledges:
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Fr. Bonner Columbus Club #7599—Edmonton
Joe McKenna Council #9502—Medicine Hat
Barth, Danny PSD #4878 - Calgary
Birch, Philip #7070 – Edmonton
Cadien, Kenneth #7599 – Edmonton
Cunningham Dr. Eamon (DD) - #6131 - Viking
Daley, Mike #6166- Fort McMurray
Day, Brian #7599 – Edmonton
Fath, Ron – Fath Group #7599 – Edmonton
Joseph, Dr. Kurian #7599 – Edmonton
Krausert, Cal #8034 – Edmonton
Kruchten, Robert #6563 – Red Deer
Mendita, Ferdie – (SW) #12904 Edmonton
Murphy, Glen #7432- Calgary
Neumann, Jeffery #1742 – Medicine Hat
Ouellette, Peter #7599 – Edmonton
Pratt, Charles, PSD #6488- Calgary
Schurman, Donald #7599 – Edmonton
Schuster, Ron- (SS) #10986 Edmonton
Streit, Wally, PSD #7599 – Edmonton
Winter, Willis #7432- Calgary
Yatscoff, Randy #7599 – Edmonton

Some more congratulations in order!
Congratulations to Sir Knight Henk Kouwenberg who was
installed by State Deputy Bill Smith as District Deputy
(#34) on July 22 at St. Patrick’s Parish, Calgary. Also
present in the photos are DD’s Ray Khuller (#32) Ricky
Finzel (#33), many other brother Knights and celebrant Fr.
Andrew Maruszczak, Chaplain of Father Albert Newman
Council #8470, who blessed the installed.

************************

Salute to Clergy Golf Tournament
is Monday, September 22, 2014
at the Meadowlands Golf Club,

Sylvan Lake, Alberta.
Bring your priest and/or
deacon or retired clergy!
Let’s have some fun!
Contact Urbain Zak, Co-Chair at 403-347-4027
or E-mail uzazk@telus.net OR
Bob Kruchten, Co-Chair at 403-346-5423 or
E-mail rkruchten@telus.net.

Congratulations to our Worthy State Chaplain, Father
Jim Corrigan on the 10th anniversary of his ordination to
the ministerial priesthood! (Below) SA Vince Reyes and
his wife Ruby, SS Ron Schuster and SW Ferdie Mendita
were some of the many who attended the celebration held
at St. Theresa’s Parish in Edmonton on July 29th.

Enjoy the summer,
Wally Streit,
Foundation President
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Congratulations!
Families of the Month
20132013- 2014
May 2014
Keith & Clare Bennett
Bill & Margaret Watchorn

Edmonton Council #1184
Grande Prairie Council #3241

June 2014
Thomas & Lynn Spiller

Father Bonner Council #7599

Winners of the Holy Family Statue
May 2014
Bill & Margaret Watchorn

Grande Prairie Council #3241

June2014
Thomas & Lynn Spiller

Father Bonner Council #7599

“Family — Together in Our Faith and Our Future”
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We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers:
To the family of Brother Knight David Lacy who
passed away on June 23rd. David was a member of
Father Bonner Council #7599, Edmonton.
To the family of Sir Knight Jack Antoni Baran who
passed away on June 30, 2014. Our Brother Jack
was active in Archbishop Monahan Council #4878
and Father Doucet Assembly #0006 in Calgary.
To the family of Sir Knight Doug Schiller, a member
of Monsignor John J. O’Brien Assembly #2786 and
St. Albert the Great Council #12446, who passed
away July 5, 2014.
To the family of Brother Knight David Vetra who
passed away July 20, 2014. Brother David served
as a District Deputy several years ago and was a
member of John Paul II Council #11334.

Third Degree Exemplifications 2014-2015
Date

Location

October 18, 2014

Edmonton

October 18, 2014

Calgary

November 8, 2014

Cold Lake

November 15, 2014

Lloydminster/Wainwright

November 15, 2014

Medicine Hat

February 7, 2015

Edmonton

February 14, 2015

Fort McMurray

March 1, 2015

Lloydminster/Wainwright

March 7, 2015

Edmonton

March 14, 2015

Lethbridge

March 21, 2015

Red Deer

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May 2, 2015

Grande Prairie/Peace
River

2014 STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT, Saturday,
September 13 at the Camrose Golf Course. Hosted
by Camrose Council #3437; Chairman Barry Stotts.
Phone No.: (780) 672-9686
Email: bar.rita@lynxnet.ca

May 30, 2015

Calgary

May 30, 2015

Edmonton

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

55th Annual CURLING BONSPIEL will be held
March 21 & 22, 2015, at the Ellerslie Curling Club,
530—71 St. SW, Edmonton, with a “Fraternal
Night”—a meet, greet, mix & mingle and early registration on Friday March 20th. For more info or
assistance, contact Mike Mravinec at
mravinec@kroll.ca or call 780-887-0103.

2015 STATE HOCKEY AND GOLF TOURNAMENTS
We are looking for councils to host the 2015 State
Hockey and/or 2015 State Golf Tournament.
Councils, please consider hosting or collaborating
with other councils in your area to host one of
these events.
Contact Bill Potvin, State Council Activities Director at billpotvin@shaw.ca or 780-998-0504 for info.

(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“…. look for a program that will involve
the families in your council. Members
may not show up for meetings, but programs will keep their families in the
Knights of Columbus. Just do it.”

“Our prayer is an integral part of
the practice of our faith. It is what allows
us to say, ‘Speak Lord your servant is listening.’ This is who we are brothers; we
are servants of the Lord. “
William J. Smith

B

Fr. Jim Corrigan

M

rother Knights, Spouses & Family,

Winter tried to arrive early in some parts of the province, but we survived. I want to thank all the councils
that held meetings in July and August so they could get
an early start on the year’s programs and membership.
As we operate twelve months of the year, we are expected to hold monthly meetings to make sure everything flows from one month to the next. We attend
church in the summer, work during the summer and eat
meals during the summer, so meetings in July and August are just as natural. We also won’t have to reinvent
the wheel in September if we start the year early.
While membership growth has been stressed for years,
we must keep in mind why? Do we want to be in the
same position in our council in ten years? If not, then we
must find a replacement for at least our position and
those of the other officers. Programs are also important.
If there is no program to maintain the current membership, look for a program that will involve the families in
your council. Members may not show up for meetings,
but programs will keep their families in the Knights of
Columbus. Just do it.
I attended the Supreme Annual Convention in Florida. It
was very hot, so we attended the programs to stay cool
in the air conditioned hotel. We had ten representatives
from Alberta/NWT and also had guests including Bishop
Bittman, Bishop Motiuk, our State Chaplain Father Corri(Continued on page 10)

y Dear Brother Knights,

One of many recollections that always brings pleasant
thoughts to mind is my mother. Whether we are still
blest to have our mothers with us here in the world or
whether they have achieved their eternal heavenly reward, generally speaking thoughts of our mothers conjure up pleasant memories and experiences. Why the
reminiscing about our mothers? Two reasons: 1. Our
mothers are our mothers and they deserve our
thoughts, our prayers and our thanks. 2. The month of
October invites us to reflect on the spiritual mother of
all of humanity, the Blessed Virgin Mary. Just as our
mothers very often fulfilled a role of calling us to action
in our younger lives, our Blessed Mother continues to
call us to action in our adult lives.
Brothers, if you can honestly say you pray enough already, you can quit reading now. I know I don’t pray
enough so I can’t quit writing now. Brothers, prayer is
one of the primary sources of the grace you and I need
to do, what we do, on a daily basis. In our work, our parish, our family and our council, consistent prayer is what
graces us with the ability to say “yes”. Our prayer is an
integral part of the practice of our faith. It is what allows
us to say, “Speak Lord your servant is listening.” This is
who we are brothers; we are servants of the Lord. We
need to be in communication with our Lord in order to
properly discern His will for us and our families. Do you
ever wonder why we pray at the beginning and at the
end of our meetings? We want, we need, the Lord to
(Continued on page 11)
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From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Ronald J. Schuster

By W. Charles Russell

orthy Brother Knights,

Recently I had the opportunity to read an article that
intrigued me in regards to the good works of persons
who give their all to the cause of humanity. Many volunteers throughout the world try and in a lot of cases
succeed in their goals, but also many fail. It’s not that
they were not working to succeed, but they had a
tendency to give up when they were so close in meeting the goals they had set out to accomplish. It’s like
that little mouse in the maze trying to get that piece
of cheese. He just gave up when all he had to do was
to go around the next corner.
This brings me to the great Order of the Knights of Columbus. Throughout the Order there are many councils
that work hard to reach out to the poor and to families
that need our support, love and compassion. Now I ask,
are we that little mouse that just did not go around the
next corner to help someone else?

Be proud of what we do, let everyone know what we
do and what we are all about. Charity is the first principal of our Order and the most rewarding. It’s not
about how much money we can give someone that is
in need. It’s about doing the right thing to make them
comfortable, providing shelter, food, love and compassion. It’s about spreading the word about the
Knights of Columbus and what we offer in God’s
name.
SPREAD THE WORD AND THE WORK
OF THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS.
God bless you and your family,
Vivat Jesus!
Brother Ron Schuster,
State Secretary Alberta/NWT

B

rothers,

We are 25% through our Columbian Year as I write this
message. It has been a busy time for the State Board,
Directors, Counsellors, Coordinators and District Deputies. Council Executives have been busy as well in setting
up their programs for the upcoming year. Some have
even held successful events over July and August. I want
to thank everyone who has participated this year, and I
wish everyone a successful year.
As was mentioned at the Regional Seminars, it has been
recommended that we hold Second and Third Degree
initiations separate from one another and that they be
held during the week. Some of our First Degree Members are not able to attend a Major Degree (Second and
Third Degrees held normally on a Saturday), because of
work or other family commitments.
The current charge by the State Council for providing
the Third Degree Team is $25.00 per Candidate and if a
Second Degree Team is required, an additional $300.00
will be charged. (G/K Manual Section l-1, page 5).
At a recent State Board meeting this policy was reviewed and the following amendments were made:
1. If a Second Degree initiation is held separate from a
Third Degree, there will be a $15.00 per Candidate
fee. The host District Deputy or his representative is
responsible for collecting the fee and submitting it
to the State Treasurer within 30 days.
2. If a Third Degree initiation is held separate from a
Second Degree, there will be a $15.00 per Candidate
fee. The host Chapter, District or Council(s) is responsible for collecting the fee and submitting it to
the State Treasurer within 30 days.
3. If a Second Degree and a Third Degree are held on
the same day, (normally a Saturday), the fee will be
$25.00 for both Degrees. The host Chapter, District
or Council(s) is responsible for collecting and submitting the fee to the State Treasurer within 30
days.
A revision to the Grand Knight’s Manual will be forthcoming.
(Continued on page 10)
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Y. Mendita

“Thanks Be To God!”

D

uring the 2013-2014 Columbian Year, out of the
175 councils in the Alberta/Northwest Territories
jurisdiction, only six councils attained the Star Council
Award, one council achieved the Double Star Award and
two councils garnered the Triple Star Award.
Of the six Star Council awardees, two (1184 and 7070)
were from Edmonton, two (7938 and 12419) came from
Calgary, one (6083) was from Sherwood Park and one
(14492) was from Chestermere. The Double Star
awardee (4530) was from Edmonton and the two Triple
Star awardees (13312 and 15290) were also both from
Edmonton. Congratulations and more power to the
members, officers and their families of these councils
for a job well done! Keep up the good work!
Admittedly, the councils in our Jurisdiction, for the most
part, are very active when it comes to membership recruitment and retention, in undertaking meaningful programs and activities and in promoting the insurance program.
With all sincerity, I believe, however, that we could have
more awardees if only the councils who met the criteria,
completed and submitted the necessary forms to the
Supreme Council. Of course, what is past is past; we do
not have to dwell into the past. That being said, we
should always look for improvement, set new goals and
strive to be the best we could ever be. Moving forward,
let us work together as one team in achieving these two
goals: “One Member per Council per Month” and “One
Star Council per District”.
On a sad note, Reverend Michael Mireau, the 42-year
old District Chaplain for Edmonton Catholic Schools,
passed away on September 22, 2014, Three days after,
on September 25, Father Hamilcar Blanco, the pastor of
St. Catherine’s in Lac La Biche, Diocese of St. Paul, died
at the age of 67 years old. We were fortunate to have
the opportunity to attend the Prayer Service and Funeral Mass in celebration of the life of “Father Catfish”
at St. Joseph’s Basilica on September 25 & 26, but unfortunately we were unable to do the same for Father
Blanco. We are sure our brother Knights and families in
the St. Paul Diocese were out in full force, paying homage and last respects to this beloved Filipino priest. As
Catholics, we are thankful and grateful to them for dedi(Continued on page 7)
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I

t is again that time of the year when we celebrate
one of our more important holidays--Thanksgiving.
As our family and friends gather together to celebrate
this festivity, we should not forget the less fortunate.
May they be with us in spirit, and may we share the
many blessings we have received. Let us pray for all victims of calamities and violence in some areas of the
world, and may they feel and experience the love of
God.
One of my duties is to provide information on the implementation of protocol for the Alberta/NWT Jurisdiction.
What is protocol by the way? According to the official
definition of the Knights of Columbus, “Protocol is a
rigid code setting forth the degree of obedience, the
order of precedence, and the rules of official and social
behaviour.” It would be impossible to cite every rule
governing every situation. However, by applying common courtesy and proper consideration for the office
represented by the person, we will never go wrong.
We always take pride in saying that, aside from our
ceremonials our protocols make us unique and distinct
as compared to other organizations. That said, it is everybody’s business to promote and to practice religiously
our long established protocols to ensure the continued
growth of our Order.
As mentioned in the previous issue of State Affairs, we
will be discussing the details of the 13 areas of Protocols. This was discussed last year, but it is worthwhile to
provide this information again and again. It is very important and a must that the Grand Knights abide by the
Protocols, starting with the first one, Council Meetings.
The Grand Knight must conduct his meetings in
strict accordance with the Charter, Constitution and
Laws of the Knights of Columbus, supplemented by the
council’s by-laws and according to parliamentary procedure. The standard reference on the subject is “Robert’s
Rules of Order” available from a local library or bookstore. The order of business for conducting a council
meeting is outlined in the “responsibilities of the Grand
Knight” (#1937), available from the Supreme Council
Supply Dept. In addition to learning these rules and following them scrupulously, the Grand Knight must control the meeting politely but firmly, so that it does not get
out of hand through unnecessary arguments or unpleasant wrangling. The Grand Knight should prevent any
discussion from wandering from the business of the day.
(Continued on page 13)

Page 3

From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Grant M. Mann

The Value of Membership Referrals

A

s professional insurance agents, one of the
things they appreciate most is when one of their
Brother Knight clients or his wife refers another
Catholic to them. This is a great endorsement of the
service they provided. It tells me that they were so
pleased with what they helped them accomplish, that
they want them to help others achieve the same level
of financial safety and security. When they meet with
you, please pass along the names of those who might
be able to benefit from the analysis that they provide.
Similarly, there is no stronger membership recruiting
tool than the referral. How many of us know an eligible Catholic male who is not a member of the Knights
of Columbus? Do you have Catholic family or friends,
local or not, who have yet to join? Most likely, they’ve
never been asked and don’t know enough about the
Order to seek out membership on their own.
If you have names of potential members, please pass
them along to your field agent or your Grand Knight.
Let us know if we can use your name when we contact the gentlemen in question. It’s always more effective to tell a candidate for membership that he was
recommended by a current member, especially someone he knows. Don’t worry if the candidate is outside
the area you serve or beyond the district of the local
councils, as we can make sure we put these future
members in touch with the right people in their communities.
New members are the lifeblood of the Order. All the
good deeds done by the Order are driven by the
members. Over the past decade, Knights have given
more than $1.475 billion to charity and provided in
excess of 673 million hours of service. Our membership has merely scratched the surface in North America. Imagine the potential.
For the name of your Agent, please contact the Alberta Regional office at (403)343-2242 or by email at
bouchardagencymail@kofc.org.
Marc G. Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent: AB/NWT

A Couple of Recruiting Suggestions
for Your Council
First Degrees in Rural Alberta Councils

B

ased on my experience as a Grand Knight in rural
Alberta, I always had a challenge getting prospects
to a First Degree Initiation. I know in Calgary and Edmonton there are always three or four First Degree Initiations per month so it is simply a matter of driving a
prospect across town, but in rural Alberta the First Degree teams are few and far between so that in most
cases it involves a trip for a few hundred kilometers in
the middle of a dark cold Alberta night- not a very exciting challenge for me as a Grand Knight or my prospect.
The good news is the First Degree Initiation video from
Supreme. Although I was initially reluctant to use it, now
that I have, I am impressed. First it is very professionally
done. Second, it is 30 minutes long. Third, I can run the
video with the candidates and one other Brother Knight
helping--no more 5 to 6 man Degree Team. The only
other person that is needed is the Financial Secretary to
process the applications for the new Brother Knights.
If you are a Grand Knight in a small rural Council I would
certainly encourage you to contact one of the people on
our Membership Team to come out and help you with
your first time use of it. I am convinced you will have all
the confidence you need to use it on a regular basis in
the future. In addition, once you see how simple a process it is to use the First Degree Initiation video and the
fact that you can finish the entire initiation in 30 minutes, you will probably make it a part of your regular
Council Meeting. The obvious advantage of this practice
is that our new Brother Knights become engaged directly with your Council as soon as the Initiation is over.

Recruiting with Programs
We all know of Brother Knights that joined after they
had volunteered at a couple of our Council activities or
projects. Taking this a step further a number of Councils
in Ontario are reporting great success by actually planning more projects and activities than they have Brother
Knights to do the work. As the time for the project
nears, the Grand Knight through an announcement after
Mass or the Parish Bulletin asks for a few volunteer
hours from some of the men in the Parish for the very
worthy cause planned by the Knights for their Parish or
community.
(Continued on page 9)
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From the State Program Director

From the State Communications & PR Director

By Dean Rombough

By Michael Anctil

rother Knights,

As I stated in the previous State Affairs, without programs we will not keep our Brother Knights enthused,
and they will not be interested in attending meetings. I
have had the honour and privilege of attending numerous meetings in various councils throughout my tenure
in the Knights of Columbus. The most vibrant and active
councils within our Order are councils with strong and
interesting programs.
Think back to when a Brother Knight approached and
recruited you to the Order. This may have been five
days ago or for some of you fifty years ago. Do you honestly believe you would have joined the Knights if the
Brother who recruited you suggested that you sit in a
meeting once or twice a month and merely discuss
where you should dispense monies you have in your
accounts. I think not.
I know most of you were enticed into the Knights because of the various programs we offer. As mentioned
earlier EVERY PROGRAM REPRESENTS A MEMBERSHIP
RECRUITMENT OPPORTUNITY.
There are many programs that should make membership within the Knights of Columbus an enjoyable and
worthy experience. For a father and husband to spend
valuable time away from his family, he must feel that
this time is well spent giving back to the church and
community.
The Grand Knight and Council Program Director are
therefore charged with ensuring that vibrant and worthwhile programs are initiated within their councils.
The various State Program chairmen would be more
than happy to assist Grand Knights and Program Directors with guidance in creating various programs.
The “Surge with Service” program guide has been provided to officers within the council. By following this
program and having a passionate team involved, your
council’s path to Star Council will be achievable.
I wish your council success.
Vivat Jesus!
Dean Rombough
State Program Director
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 2 October 2014

H

ello Brother Knights,

My report will focus on photos that are sent to us for
uploading to the State website. We have some restrictions regarding the upload of photos, such as children
under the age of 18.
The restriction on photos of children under 18 on our
State website is a matter of law. I have been told by different lawyers that the FOIP (Freedom of Information
and Protection of Privacy Act) regulation makes it very
difficult to have children on our website. Their comments were that you can get a waiver from the parents
but then who becomes the steward of that document.
Because it’s on the INTERNET, that document has to be
saved forever. Of course State office could keep a file,
but if staffing changes or the documents get destroyed
or lost, we wouldn't have any protection from legal action. There could be hundreds of documents that we
would have to keep. We do have some children on our
site, such as the Coats for Kids video, but it’s a link to
the Supreme website and they are the stewards of the
waiver. We’re still checking to see if we have any legal
commitment to that video because it’s on our site.
There are many reasons why we have to be diligent. We
know that some people lose custody of their children for
various reasons and they’re not to have any contact
with them. Some of our Brother Knights work in law enforcement or are in the military. I’ve been told by a few
Brothers that they work undercover, and a photo of
them with their children would put their kids in danger.
Their comment was absolutely no photos of them on
our website. There are also just the random people who
surf the net with bad intentions toward children. Many
of our activities are for children, and we can’t be sure
what children shouldn’t have their photos on any website.
The programs that we have with youth can be shared in
many ways, power point presentation, Council newsletters, etc. The website is a public website and can be
viewed by anyone, and this is the reason we have to
treat it differently. We talked about a "for members
only” section, but Supreme has told us that they fight
off multiple attacks a day from hackers. They don't recommend we have a members only section unless we’re
(Continued on page 9)
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The 2014 K of C State Golf Tournament hosted by
Camrose Council #3437, was held September 13 at the
Camrose Golf Course. Everyone reported having a good
time—super weather, beautiful golf course, excellent
BBQ afterwards and lots of fraternalism. Thank you
Camrose Council #3437 for being this year’s hosts!
The first photo below shows representatives for St. Peter
Council #7070, GK Ardie Korte (left) and PGK Geno
Mudry (right), receiving a trophy for the Council with
the most participation. A group of Council #7070 golfers is the second photo.

(Above) At the June 14, 2014 Charitable Foundation
meeting, the gavel was officially handed over to VicePresident Wally Streit, PSD (right) by outgoing President Bob Kruchten (left), acknowledging his new role as
President of the Alberta Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation. President Wally’s main objective for the
next year is to work with the Directors to ensure a successful “Catch the Spirit” campaign and to enhance the
profile of the ACF.

50th Anniversary of St. Cecilia’s Parish, Calgary: Home of Archbishop Monahan Council #4878, St. Cecilia’s celebrated its 50th Anniversary on September 20, 2014. Bishop Henry, along with Fr. Frank Feldman and Fr. Bruce Shute
with Deacon Michael Soentgerath, joined parishioners at Mass, followed by a dinner at the Blackfoot Inn in Calgary.
Bishop Henry presented certificates to the 50th anniversary parishioners. D.D. 32 Sir Knight Ray Khuller and Sir
Knight “Chito” Jaraiz were among many who attended the celebration. (See. P. 7 for more photos.)
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From the State Council Activities Coordinator
(Continued from page 3, State Advocate)

By Bill Potvin

cating their lives in service and love of God, Church and
fellowmen.
What do we make out of these deaths? Surely that life is
too short and that sometimes we only miss somebody
when he/she is not around. So, act now before it is too
late! Say, “I love you” to your loved ones and friends,
including your priest. Also say, “What can we do for you,
Father?” Invite him to your home; invite him for coffee,
lunch or dinner. Always give him the sense of importance and respect. These little acts mean a lot!
While writing this, Thanksgiving Day is just around the
corner. In Canada, Thanksgiving Day is the second Monday in October while in the United States it is the fourth
Thursday in November. We thank and are very grateful
to God every day for all the abundant gifts He showers
on our family--material possessions, excellent health,
peace, love and comfort in life. As faithful stewards, this
Thanksgiving let us, at the very least, do random acts of
kindness for the poor and less fortunate.
In closing, J.K. Rowling, in Harry Potter and the Goblet of
Fire, wrote, “We are only as strong as we are united, as
weak as we are divided.”

2015 STATE HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
2015 STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT
COUNCILS! We are still looking for
some one to host the 2015 State Hockey
and/or 2015 State Golf Tournament.
This is a great opportunity to host or to
work with other councils in your District
and put one of these tournaments on.
For more information contact Bill Potvin,
State Council Activities Coordinator at
billpotvin@shaw.ca or 780-998-0504.

Happy Thanksgiving and may God bless and keep us and
our families!
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Advocate

(Above) Among many in attendance for the 50th anniversary celebration of St. Cecilia’s parish were PSD Dan
Barth (foreground) and his wife Elaine (along back
wall). Can you find them?!

Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg
format to the State Office via email at:
(Above) D.D. #32 Sir Knight Ray Khuller and his wife,
Lady Rosemary Khuller at the 50th Anniversary of St.
Cecilia’s Parish, Calgary.
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 2 October 2014

stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Please provide a brief description of the picture you are sending.
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From the Charitable Foundation

From the Culture of Life Chair Couple

By Wally Streit, President of the ACF

By Patrice & Hélène Roussel

A

T

There are three phases to our campaign: calls on
Special Names (we are at $222,000- see list on page
14 of this newsletter), the mass mail out and engaging all councils to make pledges over 5 years. We
are now working on all three phases.

This is a life issue that we may defend; our political leaders should work to develop a family oriented society
where it is good to live. It is clear that in Canada, particularly in Alberta, our political leaders have a culture of
death; they vote for laws that support death rather than
life.

PLEDGES – We are placing a strong emphasis on
pledges over 3-5 years as we know that is how we
will achieve our goal. For example, a pledge of
$2,000 over 5 years will cost you just $22 a month,
net of tax. Imagine what 400 Knights pledging
$2,000 would do to our campaign. While all pledges
are confidential, if you will be one of these, please
contact me at (780) 988-8719 or (780) 437-4335 or
streitw@gmail.com and I will add your pledge to
our running total.

We Knights have been champions for life for decades; in
Edmonton the Archdiocese has invited the Sisters for
Life to come and train lay people in outreach to assist
expecting women in time of crisis. The Knights were at
the forefront of this initiative. That's what makes us different from the politicians. We choose life, a gift from
our Lord! Around the province many activities are
scheduled throughout the year to raise the profile of
life, to protect the unborn, as well as the elderly, the
sick or the handicapped.

s I prepared this article I noted
that the weather for our Salute to
Clergy golf tournament on September
22, was going to be a great +26°C.
May the Lord also shine on our Catch the Spirit
campaign that is formally launched with the recent
mass mail out.

The good news is that whatever you pledge, the
amount will be appreciated and the amount will be
retained as permanent capital – the gift that keeps
on giving.
My Brother Knights, Campaign Chairman Randy
Yatscoff believes we can reach our goal if we all do
our part, and that is the key. This is a one-time
campaign. If you have not already done so, please
complete your pledge and encourage all other
Brother Knights to Catch the Spirit and get on
board.
Together we can make a huge difference in our ACF
Charity in Action.
Thank-you

he Columbian year is well on its way and councils
are back at their activities. I have been busy preparing pro-life activities for all of us this year. We have a
political leader who re-opened the pro-life debate in our
country because of his views on who should be a candidate in his party, dictating how they would have to vote
with respect to life issues, mostly lack of life. He tells
them to vote against any bills that respect life, regardless of their personal belief.

The month of October is the month of the "Life Chain";
many cities will stand in silent vigil for one hour of
prayer. There will be other events throughout the year,
but the culminating events are the March for Life in Edmonton and the Hike for Life in Calgary. Again Brothers,
you and your councils are the angular stone in our activities; choose to be the voice of the vulnerable. They
will thank you for this precious gift.
Please let me know of any details for activities in or
around your councils.If you don't tell me, I won't know.
This is my first article this Columbian year, and my advice to you is to "take a stand and never be silent to protect life". Indifference kills babies by the thousands;
speak up for life for the love of God!
Patrice & Hélène Roussel
Culture of Life Chair Couple

Wally Streit,
Foundation President
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(Continued from page 5, State Communications and PR Director))

going to monitor that area 24/7. As volunteers that
would be a lot to ask of anyone. We also fight off multiple attacks on our site from all over the world, but as we
don't have anything to hide, we don't have to be as vigilant. We of course monitor this very closely.
I know it’s frustrating but all of us involved with the
website including the State Board, State Office, myself
and the Brother Knights that load photos could be
named in any potential legal action.
The Knights is an eighteen and over organization and we
have lots of photos of our good deeds. Of course we are
also a family organization, but we just have to be careful
in regards to the website.
Our latest major change is how the State Board and
State Directors get information to each Council for the
upcoming Columbian Year. Every year we had six Regional meetings that the State Board and Directors
would travel to and the Councils from those Regions
would attend. Of course it was a hit and miss if everyone
could attend the meeting or not. There was a tremendous amount of travel and expense for the State Board
and State Directors. In an effort to reduce travel and the
costs involved and a real need to get the message to all
Councils, we are now proceeding with a video production. This new format will provide each Council with a
DVD of the entire State Board’s and State Directors’
messages. DVD’s will be available shortly. This major
undertaking has been organized by our State Technology Chairman Joseph Duenas. Brother Joseph has
enlisted the help of Brother Lito Soco. Brother Lito has
donated his time, talents and equipment and has
videoed the majority of the State Board and State Directors. Brother Jim Danielson has also volunteered his
time, talents and equipment to video a few of the remaining Directors. This project will save our Jurisdiction
thousands of dollars and will save thousands of kms. of
travel for the State Board, State Directors and all the
Councils who travel to the Regional Meeting.
We owe an enormous amount of gratitude to Brothers
Joseph, Lito and Jim for all their efforts. Please watch
the video and please listen to the message from all the
participants. They all worked very hard on their report,
and our only goal is to help you succeed at your Executive Position.

Public Relations: Please always portray the Knights of
Columbus in the highest regard. The best PR is by example, so when others hear about our good works, our
support of our Priests and Bishops and the great friendships we’ve made, it may encourage them to join us.
Our Team is here to help you so please contact any one
of us with your comments or concerns.
State Technology Chairman – Joseph Duenas
Photographer – John Luk – Calgary/Assistant
Technology Chairman
Photographer—James Danielson – Edmonton/
Northwest
Photographer – Al Girard – Edmonton / North
Photographer – Lito Soco – Edmonton
Photographer – Adam LaGrange – Red Deer/Central
Archives Chairman – Tony Lemay
Thank you and God bless,
Michael Anctil, State Communication and PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca

(Continued from page 4, State Membership Director)

The results have been very positive for the simple fact
that a Catholic man is much more likely to volunteer a
few hours of his time for a worthy cause for his Parish or
community than he is to sign up to become a Knight. In
reality however, it is just a stepping stone to his joining
our Order because once he works with the Brother
Knights a couple of times, he ends up becoming a
Knight. It is simply a much easier way to bring a Catholic
gentleman to our Order both for him and a lot of us that
would prefer to avoid asking an unknown man in the
Parish to join the Knights.
Again, I would encourage all Councils to consider this
approach during the upcoming Columbian year.
Fraternally yours in Christ,
Grant M. Mann
Alberta/NWT Knights of Columbus
State Membership Director
"Follow me and I will make you fishers of men."

(Continued on next column over.)
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 2 October 2014

(Matthew 4:19)
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From the State Church Director
By Willis Winter

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

gan and Calgary Chapter Chaplain Father Hubka. With all
the thunder storms, we all arrived and returned home
eventually, with a few delays and detours. While I arrived on time, my luggage took a well-travelled tour of
the USA.
We should be well into our fall programs. Each program
offers an opportunity for membership and fraternalism
with families. The more programs we have, the more
community spirit we will have to keep our families active within the Knights of Columbus. Don’t forget to
keep a record of how each program was started, what
happened and the result of the finished program. Then
complete a surge program from the website and prepare for the evaluations next year in February 2015. The
SP7 report is a record of the activities of the council and
should be kept up to date, so when it is completed it can
be sent to the State Office in Red Deer and to Supreme.
The Charities Appeal tickets are out, so ask your Grand
Knight or Financial Secretary for several books to sell to
your family, co-workers and neighbours. This is one way
to get your council to earn donations money to support
programs. See the State Treasurer’s report for more details.
Please drive safe and watch for our children and seniors.
Vivat Jesus!
William J Smith,
State Deputy Alberta/NWT

Families – Together in our Faith and our Future

(Continued from page 2, State Treasurer)

As of the end of August, I still had four outstanding
cheques from April 2014. Grand Knights, Financial Secretaries, please check your pockets, briefcases, etc. to see
if you have a cheque that was issued to your Council by
the State Board.
Again, I wish you all a successful 2014-2015 Columbian
Year.
W. Charles Russell
State Treasurer

Page 10

S

tate Deputy Bill Smith has often spoken about the
need to focus on the family. In other words, the
activities we undertake as Knights of Columbus members should not take us away from our families. Rather,
the activities should INCLUDE members of our family
and bring us together.
I ask you to consider this when planning your church
activities. How can you involve your children and your
grandchildren?
Have them set the tables for your lasagna fundraising
dinner in the parish hall or have them set out the dessert and clean off the tables. They will enjoy helping you
and participating in an activity with you.
Organize a family movie night in the parish hall. Popcorn, pop, hot dogs, and a Walt Disney movie can provide an enjoyable evening out for everyone. Doing
things together builds a family.
You already undertake church activities in your council.
Look for ways to include your own family in these activities rather than leaving them at home while you help
with a church activity.
Focus on your family. Vivat Jesus!
Willis Winter, State Church Director
From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Gary T. Sherman

H

ello Brother Knights,

Just a short note to remind Councils to
book the Immaculate Conception Icon
for their Council Prayer Program/
Rosary/Council meeting prayers or
Membership Blitz.
Marian feast days are: October 6 “First Saturday to
Mary” and October 7 “Our Lady of the Rosary”. Of
course, October is also a great month in which to offer
prayers, because the month of October is a special
Thanksgiving reminder to us for the call to prayer for the
abundant blessings and graces received through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen
May God bless,
Gary T. Sherman, State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman
(780) 457-3749 / marianhourofprayer@kofc.ab.ca
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From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brother Knights,

I would like to ask for assistance in promoting the Pennies for Heaven program.
When your Council or Assembly has a
fundraising project where some or all
the money is for Pennies for Heaven, please take a few
photos and write a short note about the project and
money donated. We can put this information in our
State Affairs to show other councils what can and what
is being done. Please forward your comments to my
new email address: penniesforheaven@kofc.ab.ca or
call me at (403) 813-7212 for assistance or information.
Please remember to make your cheques payable to the
Alberta K of C State Council and send it to:
K of C State Council Office,
#4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, Alberta T4N 1S1
Fraternally yours,
Brian Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman

PENNIES FROM HEAVEN

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

bless us with a spirit of discernment and an openness of
heart during our meeting that allows us to discern the
best course of action in our deliberations.
Brothers, that rosary you received during your First Degree initiation into the Knights of Columbus is not simply
a nice devotional article meant to sit on your dresser at
home. It is designed to be used, to be handled and to
give comfort. You know, the mantra of the Hail Mary’s
we pray within the rosary brings us into a quiet space.
The repetitive nature of the rosary draws us away from
the business of our daily lives. It allows us to enter a sacred space putting our agenda aside for a few moments,
to be open to the divine will of our Lord Jesus through
the intercession of our Blessed Mother. Yes, our mothers still pray for us, but we need to pray for the intercession of our Blessed Mother on our behalf and that of
those we love.
Brothers, if you have misplaced your rosary do not
sweat it. Speak to your Grand Knight about a replacement. The rosary and regular praying of it is part of our
identity as Knights. It is indeed part of the grace that we
need to strive faithfully forward in His service, always
for His greater glory.
Vivat Jesus!

Fr. Jim Corrigan, State Chaplain

I found a penny today
just laying on the ground,
but it’s not just a penny
this little coin I’ve found.
“Found” pennies come from heaven.
That’s what my grandpa told me.
He said angels toss them down
sometimes just to cheer you up
and make a smile out of your
frown.
So don’t pass by that penny
when you’re feeling blue.
It may be a penny from heaven
that an angel tossed to you.
C. Mashburn
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Above is a photo of Fr. Jim and the Sisters of Life. The
sisters, who were in Edmonton the weekend of October
3-5, conducted a training session for their co-workers.
St. Peter Council #7070 and Fr. Michael J. Troy Council
#15290 hosted a luncheon for them.
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From the State Family Coordinator

From the State Youth Coordinator

By Sal Ficaccio

By Julian Hnatiw

Family of the Month

W

elcome, Worthy Brother Knights.

Our programs are in full swing with all types of activities
that involve many of our Brother Knights. Each and
every Council should participate in the “Family of the
Month” program by using either the Supreme website
form under Council, or the form in the “Surge…with Service” booklet.
Worthy Brother Knights; from my observation with the
number of entries submitted for the “Family of the
Month” program lately, it makes me believe that we are
not able to find the perfect family to recognize. Let me
quote Pope Francis on the perfect family.
“The perfect family doesn’t exist, nor is there a
perfect husband or a perfect wife, and let’s not talk about
the perfect mother-in-law! It’s just us sinners. A healthy
family life requires frequent use of three phrases: “May
I? Thank you, and Never, never, never end the day without making peace.”
(Meeting with engaged couples, Feb 14, 2014)

Now that we know that there is no such things as a perfect family, we should have a minimum of about 170
entries each month! I am looking forward to this
growth.
Thank you for your support.
Vivat Jesus!
Sal Ficaccio,
State Family Coordinator

B

rother Knights,

Welcome back for another full year of activities and
challenges in your Youth Programs.

Basketball Free Throw
The Basketball Free Throw Championship is a great way
to generate interest and to introduce the Order to your
local community. It provides youth with a rewarding
activity as winners are provided with a chance to compete at council level, district, regional and international
level.
This Championship is open to all boys and girls in your
community from ages 9 to 14 years. The proof of age, as
of January 1, is required. The competition is set up to
start at council level, with all participants competing
within their gender and age group.
To sponsor a competition, your council requires the Free
Throw Championship Kit (FT-Kit), which can be found at:
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/officers/forms/council.html
OR to make it simple, email or phone your Free Throw
Chairman, Brother Gregory Amerongen (North) or
Brother Gaston Launiere (South).

Soccer Challenge
The competition is designed for participants to demonstrate the most basic soccer skills and penalty kicks.
Each participant will be allowed 15 shots at the goal
from a penalty line (12 yards from the goal).
This Challenge is open to all boys and girls in your community from the ages of 9 to 14 years. The proof of age,
as of September 1, is required. The competition is set at
a council level, with all participants competing within
their own gender and age group.
To sponsor a competition your council requires a kit;
this kit may be obtained from me, your State Youth Coordinator.

Supreme Essay Contest
Here is a QR code; with a QR reader
on your smart phone or tablet you can
go directly to the State website. However, you have to download an app to
read the QR code.

The purpose of the Essay Contest is to open the doors of
young minds, enabling the entrants to be creative,
thoughtful and introspective in their work.
The theme for this year’s Essay contest will be announced in September.
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12, State Youth Coordinator)

This contest is open to all Catholic students, in public,
private and Catholic Schools in Grades 9 to 12 during the
current school year.

Substance Abuse Poster Contest
The Substance Abuse Awareness Poster contest, provides the youth in our community with an opportunity
to be creative and aware of the issues directly affecting
them.
Entries must fall under one of these two topics: Alcohol
Awareness & Abuse and Drug Awareness & Abuse. Each
poster must include one topic only and be an original
visual image. The contest is open to all young people
between ages of 8 to 14 years. It can be easily promoted
to our schools, CYO’s and Columbian Squires.
Information on the Substance Abuse Poster Contest is
available through me, your State Youth Coordinator.

Coats for Kids
Brothers, now is the time to order the coats as winter is
just around the corner. The delivery time from Supreme
is approximately three weeks.
HAVE A GREAT COLUMBIAN YEAR!
Vivat Jesus!
Julian Hnatiw
State Youth Coordinator

(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

The Grand Knight is the presiding officer in the
council. When a member wishes to speak, he does so by
rising from his seat, addressing the chair by saying
“Worthy Grand Knight” and saluting at the same time.
The Grand Knight will return the salute and acknowledge the member.
The Grand Knight should at all times refer to and
address his officers by their proper title. He thus sets a
good example for the council members to follow.
All members who are not officers, should be recognized by name as “Brother____”. All speech must be
directed to the chair (the Grand Knight); for example:
“Worthy Grand Knight, may I ask the previous speaker
to explain….”
The Grand Knight always speaks in the third
person such as, “The chair rules that……” or “Your
Grand Knight reports that….”
Members should speak of the chair in the third
person: “Worthy Grand Knight, will the chair please
explain the effect of the pending motion?”
Next issue, we will be discussing the following: DIGNITARIES AT MEETINGS, DRESS DURING MEETINGS, AFTER
THE MEETING and RELATIONSHIP OF THE DISTRICT DEPUTY AND THE GRAND KNIGHT.
Brother Knights, Protocol is important and should not be
taken for granted. This makes the Knights of Columbus a
proud organization.
Happy Thanksgiving to all.
Vivat Jesus!

HOW TO OBSERVE THANKSGIVING
Count your blessings instead of your crosses.
Count your gains instead of your losses.
Count your joys instead of your woes.
Count your friends instead of your foes.
Count your smiles instead of your tears.
Count your courage instead of your fears.
Count your full years instead of your lean.
Count your kind deeds instead of your mean.
Count your health instead of your wealth.
Count on God instead of yourself.
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Brother Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Warden

October—Month of the Holy Rosary
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Knights of Columbus—Charitable Foundation’s

CATCH THE SPIRIT
Thanks to these (early birds) Brother Knights and friends of Brother Knights, on
September 16 (the day all Knights were mailed their campaign package) we had
confirmed pledgers for 22% of our goal.
Battery World – Davide Castelle – Edm.
Father Bonner Columbus Club #7599 – Edm.
Control Pointe/Greg Kautz – Calgary
Council #6563 – Red Deer
Council #9502 – Medicine Hat
Council #12353 – Edmonton
Connelly McKinley Limited – Edm
Sisters of Providence – Edmonton

Amerongen, Gregory #13312 – Edmonton
Anctil, Michael #9502 – Medicine Hat
Barth, Danny PSD #4878 – Calgary
Birch, Philip #7070 – Edmonton
Bourgeault, Dennis #7599 – Edmonton
Cadien, Kenneth #7599 – Edmonton
Carattini, Stephen #10060 – Edmonton
Castellino, Dennis #7432
Cody, Brad #10014 – St. Albert
Cunningham Dr. Eamon (DD) #6131 - Viking
Daley, Mike #6166 - Fort McMurray
Day, Brian #7599 – Edmonton
Dean, Dan - Edmonton
Dechant, Michael #3241 – Grande Prairie
Doran, Fred #6083 – Sherwood Park
Fath, Ron – Fath Group #7599 – Edmonton
Gannon, Neil #8034 – Edmonton
Gartner, Lorne #1186 – Calgary
George, Rajan #7599 – Edmonton
Hicks, Graham #4957 – Edmonton
Johnson, Wayne #7070 – Edmonton
Joseph, Dr. Kurian #7599 – Edmonton
Korchinski, Allan #7599- Edmonton
Krausert, Cal #8034 – Edmonton
Kruchten, Robert #6563 – Red Deer
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Lewchuk, Bill – Calgary
Lintz, Greg #7599 - Edmonton
Lovsin, Frank – Edmonton
Mendita, Ferdie, State Warden #12904 - Edm.
Miller, Ed. #3131 - Fairview
Murphy, Glen #7432- Calgary
Murphy, John #7599 – Edm.
Muscobe, Wally – Calgary
Neumann, Jeffery #1742 – Medicine Hat
Ouellette, Peter #7599 – Edmonton
Paish, Kevin - Edmonton
Paszkowski, Walter #3241 – Grande Prairie
Phillips, David #1184 – Edmonton
Poelzer , Pat #8034 – Edmonton
Pratt, Charles, PSD #6488- Calgary
Rothwell, Tom #7599 – Edmonton
Schurman, Donald #7599 – Edmonton
Schuster, Ron, State Secretary #10986 - Edm.
Sit, Jeremy #7599 – Edmonton
Sosa, Leo #7599 – Edmonton
Streit, Wally, PSD #7599 – Edmonton
Van Halst, Ron #4742 – St. Albert
Warwa, Gregory #7511 – Edmonton
Winter, Willis #7432 - Calgary
Woodlock, Gerry #4742 – St. Albert
Yatscoff, Randy #7599 – Edmonton
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Congratulations!
Families of the Month
2014—
2014—2015
July 2014
Nicola & Domenica Labrocca
Edward & Claudine Laing

Our Lady of Grace Council #12419
St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

August 2014
Stanley & Mary Storozuk
Shawn & Lindsay Klein
Porfiro & Mariana Funes-Hernandez
Ryan & Heather Schmidt

Edmonton Council #1184
Airdrie Council #8045
Our Lady of Grace Council #12419
St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

September 2014
Jerry & Phyllis Bodnarchuk
Curtis & Loretta Hiatt

Edmonton Council #1184
Sacred Heart Council #6596

Winners of the Holy Family Statue
July 2014
Nicola & Domenica Labrocca

Our Lady of Grace Council #12419

August 2014
Ryan & Heather Schmidt

St. Gabriel the Archangel Council #14492

“Family — Together in Our Faith and Our Future”
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 2 October 2014
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We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers:
To the family of Brother Knight David Lacy who
passed away on June 23rd. David was a member of
Father Bonner Council #7599, Edmonton.
To the family of Brother Knight Albert Lord who
passed away on August 30th. Albert was a member
of Plamondon Council #6360.
In the passing of Reverend Fathers Hamilcar Blanco
(September 2), Guy Carriere (September 20) and
Michael “Catfish” Mireau (September 22),
To State Treasurer Charles Russell whose sister
Frances (Fran) Giroux passed away on September
19th. Our condolences to Brother Charles and to his
sister’s husband and family.
To the family of Brother Knight George Barrie who
passed away September 15th. George was a member of St. Joseph Council #8468, Spruce Grove.
To the family of Brother Laurent Labrecque who
passed away on October 4th. Laurent was a member of Conseil La Vérendrye #1938, Edmonton.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
REMINDER FOR THE DISTRICT DEPUTIES
Mid-Year Meeting for the D.D.’s is the weekend of
November 29 & 30, 2014 at the Sheraton Cavalier
in Calgary. (Detailed info to be mailed out to the
District Deputies.)
55th Annual CURLING BONSPIEL will be held
March 21 & 22, 2015, at the Ellerslie Curling Club,
530—71 St. SW, Edmonton, with a “Fraternal
Night”—a meet, greet, mix & mingle and early registration on Friday March 20th. For more info or
assistance, contact Mike Mravinec at
mravinec@kroll.ca or call 780-887-0103.

2015 STATE HOCKEY AND GOLF TOURNAMENTS
We are looking for councils to host the 2015 State
Hockey and/or 2015 State Golf Tournament.
For info contact Bill Potvin, State Council Activities
Director at billpotvin@shaw.ca or 780-998-0504.

(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)
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Third Degree Exemplifications 2014-2015
Date

Location

October 18, 2014

Edmonton

October 18, 2014

Calgary

November 15, 2014

Medicine Hat

November 22, 2014

Lloydminster/
Wainwright/Cold Lake

February 7, 2015

Edmonton

February 14, 2015

Fort McMurray

March 1, 2015

Lloydminster/Wainwright

March 7, 2015

Edmonton

March 14, 2015

Lethbridge

March 21, 2015

Red Deer

May 2, 2015

Grande Prairie/Peace
River

May 30, 2015

Calgary

May 30, 2015

Edmonton

tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058
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State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
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Message from the State Deputy

Message from the State Chaplain

“… and remember, physical assistance
is needed as part of Charity and Fraternalism. Seniors will appreciate their
walks shovelled and housework done
that may be difficult for them to do.”

“The common thread that runs
through the teaching of all the major world
religions, the common denominator or
guiding doctrine of all world religions is
this: Treat each other well.”
William J. Smith

B

Fr. Jim Corrigan

G

rother Knights, Spouses & Family,

The year is off to a good start. Membership has been
increased by the use of four Degree Teams and also a
DVD from Supreme that allows for degrees without the
need of a team. This allows for degrees at any time. We
encourage councils to use it as part of a meeting when
members are available to support the new members
and then go right into a regular council meeting the
same night. We are also encouraging Second Degrees
during the week, making them separate from the Third
Degree for when candidates who work on the weekend
are usually scheduled. A Third Degree can be scheduled
later during the month or the candidate can go to a
regularly scheduled Third Degree.
The Regional Seminar DVD has been distributed to all
Grand Knights. Please use it as part of your regular
council meeting, showing only the sections relevant to
the council agenda for that day. Loan it to your executive or any council member who wishes to see the
whole version.
We have many programs coming up over the next few
months, including State Hockey and Curling. Please
check the website for more information. All members
and their family have access to the site, and it provides
information on programs, membership and ceremonials.
If you have any events you would like to have displayed,
please send them to the Red Deer office or our Communications Team at communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca.
(Continued on page 10)

reetings Brothers,
I write this as we prepare to celebrate Remembrance Day on November 11. This year has been particularly meaningful to me as I meditate on the sacrifice of
so many who have gone before me in order that I may
enjoy the freedoms I take all too often for granted. In
recent times we have received a small glimmer of the
challenge that faces many families in the world on a
daily basis. I would say that often as we hear of the suffering and the difficulties of people just like us, but half
a world away, there is a lack of perceived reality on our
part. When it happens in a place like good old Canada
there becomes a degree of reality not to be denied or
ignored.
The point I desire to make my brothers is this.
The threats, the persecutions, the suffering that is going
on in the world is not an outcome or a teaching of an
organized world religion. The perpetrators of the violence on innocent men, women and children that is happening in our world do not represent any of our major
world religions. These people have badly misconstrued
the message of love contained in the Holy Books that
guide religions like Islam, Christianity and Judaism.
Something I only learned in recent years is this. The
common thread that runs through the teaching of all the
major world religions, the common denominator or
guiding doctrine of all world religions is this: “Treat each
other well.” Yes, we Christians refer to this as the
Golden Rule, but all major religions of our world say the
same thing with different words.
(Continued on page 11)

W

From the State Secretary

From the State Treasurer

By Ronald J. Schuster

By W. Charles Russell

orthy Brother Knights,

On November 1st we celebrated All Saints Day. As Catholics, we recognize the importance of this day and reflect
on it. In recognition of Remembrance Day we are thankful for the opportunity to live in a country that gives us
the many freedoms we enjoy. It is with appreciation for
the incredible men and women who gave, and still give
the ultimate sacrifices for us, that we are able to have
the life that we lead.
Most importantly is of course my gift of family. They are
my rock, my very existence. I will do everything in my
power to make sure that I am always there for them. My
second family is my faith in the Almighty Lord our God
whom we all love and worship with open hearts. Without Him we would have no existence.
Why am I saying this? Well, we just observed All Saints
Day and Remembrance Day, and I can’t help but feel
much gratitude for those who sacrificed so much for me
and for my family. I think of our brother Knights who
have passed on and who had offered so much for this
country and for the Order of the Knights of Columbus.
The freedom we enjoy today and the opportunities to
be leaders for the Knights of Columbus make us what
we are today. Let us not let these past brother Knights
down. Let us move forward in our works of CHARITY
with strong UNITY, FRATERNALISM and PATRIOTISM
which enable us to be the strongest fraternal organization in the world.
Just a couple of reminders: make sure that your Council
has Scholarship Applications available for students who
want to apply, which are to be submitted by the end of
May. Also, binders for the Surge Program are to be submitted to the State Office by the 27th of February, if they
are to be judged for the awards.
As this is the last State Affairs you will be receiving before Christmas, I want to take this time to wish each and
every one of you and your family the most Holy and
Blessed Christmas ever.

God bless you and your family,
Vivat Jesus!
Brother Ron Schuster,
State Secretary Alberta/NWT
Page 2

B

rothers,

We are fast approaching the season of Advent. As we
prepare for the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, let us
take a moment to reflect and pray that this Christmas
season be a Holy Season filled with the Joy and Happiness that this season has to offer.
I will attempt to explain the role of the Financial Secretary (F/S) in the councils. The Supreme Knight appoints
the F/S; he holds office at the will of the Supreme
Knight.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

He collects and receives all moneys.
He keeps members’ accounts.
He pays money received to Council Treasurer.
He keeps the membership roll.
He causes new members to subscribe to the ByLaws and Constitution.
Completes Form #185 and forwards to Supreme
Secretary, State Deputy and District Deputy.
He draws orders on the Council Treasurer.
He, with the Grand Knight (G/K), promptly notifies
the Supreme Secretary of any changes to the members in the council.
He keeps account records as required by law.
He notifies the G/K of candidates on reception of
Degrees.
He retains custody of the Council Seal.
He notifies the Comptroller of the Fourth Degree
Assembly of any membership changes.
He provides assistance to Insurance Members.
Performs all other acts required by the laws of his
council and the Order and the rules of the Board of
Directors.

It is the responsibility of the F/S to forward council dues
invoices to all members of the Council.
It is his responsibility to advise the G/K of the names of
any delinquent members who have not paid their Council dues in a timely manner.
It is the responsibility of the G/K, DGK and the Retention
Committee (usually the Council Trustees) to contact
these members, either by telephone or person to person, and endeavour to have them retain their membership. They may have valid reasons for not paying.
(Continued on page 11)
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From the State Advocate

From the State Warden

By Vince R. Reyes

By Ferdie Y. Mendita

“Congratulations!”

Keep Christ in Christmas!

U

pon the request of our Worthy State Deputy Bill
Smith, my wife Ruby and I represented him and
the State Executive Board at the St. Sophia Council
#15885 Charter Night celebration. It was an honour and
a privilege to attend a momentous and historic function
such as this. Hosted by Archbishop MacDonald Council
#6083 and held at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in
Sherwood Park on November 7, the well organized
Charter Night celebration was attended by around 150
brother knights and their ladies from several councils in
Edmonton and area. In keeping with the long established tradition and as a sign of Charity, Unity and Fraternity, the councils in attendance donated some “seed
money”. Notably, Father Dydyk Council #7511, represented by G.K. Greg Warwa, made a substantial monetary donation. St. Nicholas Byzantine Council #7659 of
Calgary donated the council officers’ jewels to the newest council in our Jurisdiction. The council was instituted
on January 22, 2014. To the Charter members, Charter
officers and families, led by Worthy Charter Grand
Knight Roger Burak and his wife Irene and to Worthy
Charter Chaplain Reverend Rendy Yackimec, please accept our heartfelt congratulations, prayers and best
wishes. Thank you for your invitation and warm hospitality!
I was fortunate enough to be involved in a couple of Exemplifications which gave us the opportunity to impart
the lessons of Charity and Unity to our brother knights.
Upon the invitation of Team Captain Paul Liber, I acted
as the Grand Knight in a First Degree Exemplification
held on October 21 and hosted by Fr. Bonner Council
#7599. There were ten new members, three of whom
were sons of brother knights and one of whom was
Brother Michael Streit, the son of PSD Wally Streit and
the 2000th member he had recruited to the Order!
Needless to say, this is a milestone and a record that
cannot be duplicated for a long, long time! Congratulations, Brother Wally! I also performed the role of District
Deputy in a Second Degree Exemplification held on November 1 at St. Joseph Basilica in Edmonton. Interestingly enough, the Second Degree Team members were
all Past Grand Knights: Bro. Daryl Boyden of Archbishop
MacDonald Council #6083, Bro. Steve Horvath of
Brother Anthony Council #10014, Bro Manuel Ibasco,
Bro Leo Sosa Jr. and yours truly of Nazareno Council
(Continued on page 9)
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I

would like to emphasize “Keep Christ in Christmas”
as without Christ, there is no Mass. Recently, while
checking my old Christmas decorations, and out of my
curiosity, I opened some old Christmas cards. I noticed
that some people are still using the word “X’mas”, as in
“Merry X’mas”, as in “Merry Unknown Mass”. Brothers,
please continue to support the “Keep Christ in Christmas” campaign as we start the Advent season. It is the
time of the year again that we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ and his coming to save us. Let us reflect and
share our blessings with others, especially with the less
fortunate.
In the October 2014 State Affairs, I stated the continuation of the 13 Areas of Protocol, and these are as follows:
DIGNITARIES AT MEETINGS
♦ State Officers, District Deputies, priests or special
guests should be accorded due recognition for the
office or position they hold. They should always be
seated in a place of honour.
♦ If dignitary arrives during meeting, follow prescribed
procedure.
♦ State Officer or District Deputy present in home
Council need not be recognized unless invited or
requests recognition.
♦ General Agent and Field Agent should be accorded
same privileges as dignitaries.
DRESS DURING MEETINGS
♦ Be neatly and properly dressed.
♦ Request officers to do likewise.
MINGLING AFTER THE MEETING
♦ All members should have identifying tag or name
plate.
♦ Grand Knight and officers should mingle with
members.
♦ Visit with those who have not attended for some
time.
♦ Visit new members to make them feel welcome and
at ease.
RELATIONSHIPS OF THE DISTRICT DEPUTY AND THE
GRAND KNIGHT
♦ District Deputies are the personal representatives of
the Supreme Knight and the State Deputy, and as
such, the Grand Knights and Council Officers should
(Continued on page 12)
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From the Agency

From the State Membership Director

By Marc G. Bouchard, General Agent

By Grant M. Mann

Think You Are Too Old for Coverage?
Maybe Not...

A Couple of Recruiting Suggestions

Y

ou are never too young or too old to consider
purchasing life insurance. If you have a financial need for coverage, or will in the future, a permanent life insurance policy can be just the thing
you need.
When you are young and presumably healthy, coverage will be very inexpensive when compared to
purchasing the same policies when you are older.
If you’ve put off purchasing coverage, or you realize
that you may need additional insurance, the Order
may still be able to help you, even if other companies cannot. In fact, in 2012 the issue age of our
permanent life insurance products was extended to
age 80. Naturally, your health, and whether or not
you smoke, will be taken into consideration, so underwriting standards for risk and age apply. But, the
extension is a great blessing for me – and it could
be for you too. Now I can help members that I
couldn’t help before. Are you or one of your
Brother Knights one of those members?
Whether you’re 18 or 80, the Knights of Columbus
has products that will work for you and your family.
Our Benefit Advisors look forward to discussing
coverage with you.

For the name of your agent, please contact the regional office for AB/NWT at 403-343-2242 or you
can email us at: bouchardagencymail@kofc.org.
Marc G. Bouchard, FIC, CFP, CLU, ChFC
General Agent: AB/NWT

D

uring my term as Membership Director, I have
continually encouraged and reminded you of the
first principal of our Order– Charity - because as St. Paul
says, in the end there is faith, hope and charity and the
greatest of these is charity.
The most powerful reminder of the importance of charity is of course the First Degree Initiation given to us by
Father McGivney 132 years ago; it has stood the test of
time.
As human beings, we know that we are all slow learners
and quick to forget. Therefore Grand Knights, it is my
sincere prayer that you will come to realize the importance of using the First Degree Initiation video, you received from our Supreme Office, on a regular basis. As
part of your council meetings it can be a continual reminder of the importance of practicing charity. Watching the video not only reminds all the Brother Knights in
your council about the importance of Charity as the first
principal of our Order, it also allows the newly initiated
Brother Knights to become actively engaged with your
council. If there is anything you need from our Membership Team to help you start this practise with your council, please do not hesitate to contact us. We are here to
serve you because the council is where we grow in our
faith through our works of charity.
Finally I would like to say a word about prayer. We often
think about how we can properly invite a fellow Catholic
man to join our council. Of course our Supreme Office is
constantly providing us with techniques about how we
can be more successful in our parish campaigns. However at the end of the day we need to remember that
our call to a fellow Catholic man to join our Council is a
call to him from God to grow in his faith. We are messengers from Jesus to our friends. We do not have to
rely so much on our own clever words or approach but
on the Holy Spirit to give us the words that are right for
that man. Each individual is a unique creation of God
and will respond to a different call.
To prepare our hearts and minds to be open to the Holy
Spirit’s promptings, we need prayer. Therefore, to all
Brother Knights concerned about how to invite a Catholic man you know to join our Order, pull out the Rosary
(Continued on page 9)
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From the State Program Director

From the State Communications & PR Director

By Dean Rombough

By Michael Anctil

H

rother Knights,

The Christmas season is fast approaching and by the
time you are reading this message we will be into the
Advent season.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of my
Brother Knights that have worked so diligently this calendar year and the first half of the Columbian year.
There are so many Knights and their families that do
great things on behalf of the Order and the Church.
The Supreme Council has challenged the District Deputies this year to have One Star Council per district. Grand
Knights, I submit that that council should be your council. I want to re-emphasize the importance of achieving
Star Councils and Star District Awards. We improved
greatly in the last Columbian year. Many of the councils
submitted the proper forms and submissions for awards
and I thank you for your efforts. It would be great if all
of the councils in the Jurisdiction would submit. I know
all of your councils do such great work for the parish
and the community.
This year why not invite members of your parish that
are not Knights to help in the programs. Why not invite
entire families who are not involved in the Knights of
Columbus, but are strong in their faith, to come and
help with the programs. Why not ask some of the strong
Knights in your council to take a back seat, and support
others in the parish. Let the members of your parish
work side by side with brother knights and their families. Is this not a great recruiting tool as well as helping
the community at large!
Featured Programs are:
1. Church Activities: RSVP--every $500 to a seminarian
the council receives $100 from Supreme,
2. Community Activities: Habitat for Humanity--200
man hours of service from council plus minimum
donation of $1000 and/or Global Wheelchair Mission--at least 1 case of 100 chairs,
3. Council Activities: Special Olympics--minimum 200
man hours plus a minimum of $2000 donation,
4. Family Activities: Food for Families--minimum 1000
lbs. of food plus 100 man hours for every $500 or
500 lbs. of food, Supreme will refund $100 up to
$500,
5. Culture of Life Activities: Minimum 100 marchers at
a March for Life and/or raise funds to cover 1/2 of
(Continued on page 14)
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ello Brother Knights,

The training videos that were produced by Brother Lito
Soco have been distributed to each and every council. I
sincerely hope that you and your Council have watched
the entire DVD or very soon will have plans to watch it
with your executive. Brother Lito produced a remarkable high quality video that contains a tremendous
amount of information that will greatly assist you and
your Council to succeed. There was an incredible
amount of work involved in the production of this video.
The State Board, State Directors and all the contributors
prepared their reports to provide you with all the information that you need. The advantage is that you can
watch any portion of the DVD anytime you want. I’ve
heard that some of the councils are going to watch the
video together, order in some food or have snacks and
make an evening of it.
PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO WATCH THIS DVD
WITH YOUR EXECUTIVE ASAP.

The reason we felt that a change was needed was because it was a hit and miss if everyone could attend one
of the Regional meetings. We wanted to reduce the
amount of travel and expense for the State Board. It’s
also very important to get the message to all councils.
This project will save our Jurisdiction thousands of dollars and will save thousands of kms of travel for the
State Board, State Directors and all councils who attended the Regional meetings.
IF THIS PILOT PROJECT DOESN’T RESULT IN EVERYONE WATCHING THE VIDEO, WE’LL ALL BE
DRIVING TO REGIONAL MEETINGS AGAIN IN
THE FUTURE. PLEASE WATCH THE DVD.

Your Communications Team has introduced a couple of
new initiatives at the District Deputies Meeting in Calgary at the end of November. Check with your District
Deputy for the details.
Public Relations: Please always portray the Knights of
Columbus in the highest regard. The best PR is by example, so when others hear about our good works, our
support of our priests and bishops and the great friendships we’ve made, it may encourage them to join us.

(Continued on page 11)
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DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATIONS
In District 32 on Sunday, November 16 a number of candidates from Districts 26, 27 & 32 became First Degree
Knights. Father Fred Cahill Council #8471 hosted the Exemplification which was run by the excellent team from Father Albert Newman Council #8470 (District 33). Below left is #8045’s G.K. Geoffrey Foster with Mark Oguora and
one of the other new 1st Degree Knights. Below right is new 1st Degree Knight Joseph Altura with #4878’s G.K. John
Bothwell. (See P. 7 for further photo.)

(Above) Led by State Advocate Vince Reyes, the Second Degree Team with Brother Knights, celebrated a
successful exemplification on November 1st at St. Joseph Basilica in Edmonton.
(Right) On Monday, November 3, the

1st Degree Team at St. Bonaventure ,
Calgary, in District 32 exemplified
three new 1st Degree Knights.
Congratulations to Fidel
Ernesto Ponce and Adam Broniewski
(Father Jan Otlowski Council
#14497) and to Yves Deukove
(Dandurand Council #7212).
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CONTEST OF CHAMPIONS: (Below left) On the first wknd. of November, State Recruitment & Retention Counselor
Ken Kluchky presented to G.K. Stephen Fischer, Fr. Adolphe Laffaont OMI Council #15688 (Ft. McMurray) a Contest of Champion Trophy for achieving 625% of the Council Membership Goal. As well, on November 5 at the Edmonton Chapter meeting, S.S. Ron Schuster presented a trophy to the Msgr. Joseph Malone Council #11312.

(1st Degree Exemplification in Calgary cont’d from P.
6) Above are new 1st Degree Knights Bill Lukawy, Don
Ankerman, Larry Lehen and Carlos Cashilo with
#8471’s G.K. Ron Bichel (center).
Anyone wishing to have a picture printed in a
State Affairs publication can send it in a jpeg format to the State Office via email at:

stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
Please provide a brief description of the picture
you are sending.

CHARTER NIGHT for St. Sophia’s Council #15885 was held on November 7 at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in
Sherwood Park. (The evening was hosted by Archbishop MacDonald Council #6083 and was one of many councils
providing gifts to the new Council.) Accompanied by members of the Council, including Council Chaplain Fr. Rendy
Yackimec, and holding the Council’s Charter is Grand Knight Roger Burak. Also included in the photo are State
Advocate Vince Reyes, Past State Deputy Wally Streit and District Deputy (#19) Bill Potvin.
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 3 December 2014
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From the Charitable Foundation

From the Culture of Life Chair Couple

By Wally Streit, President of the ACF

By Patrice & Hélène Roussel

O

Defend life at all its stages.

ur Board members have been
preoccupied over these past
few months with our Catch the Spirit
campaign.

D

We have revised our overall goal to $800,000 as we
know this can be accomplished. Our new goal from
individuals (special names and the mass mail-out) is
$450,000, and we have $381,000 in confirmed
pledges. Our mini goal from councils (pledges over
5 years) is $350,000, and we are relying on councils
to help achieve this objective.

This is a festive time every year where I want to say that
the importance of the culture of life becomes the biggest reality in the birth of Jesus Christ. Jesus the infant
changed the world when he came as a small baby. From
this time of past, our Lord taught us the importance to
love our neighbours as ourselves by his own example.
That means loving every person from the time of conception to natural death.

Through a lot of hard work, good progress can be
made with special names. (Brothers who you think
can pledge $1,000 or more.) We are keen to call
these prospects and all we need are names and
phone numbers. One rural council gave me four
names, and after I made my calls three gave
pledges.
Brothers, I need not remind you that the First Degree of our Order is CHARITY and our Foundation is
all about Charity. It is conceivable that we may not
reach our new goals with a relatively low participation rate. This is of concern to Chairman Randy
Yatscoff and to me. Just recently I spoke to two
men who said they received their pledge forms and
will be sending in pledges. We can hope the good
Lord inspires many more men to follow.
In conclusion, I invite all Brother Knights to come
on board even if your gift is small; all pledges are
confidential. Again, many thanks to all Brother
Knights who have participated thus far.
On behalf of our Knights of Columbus Alberta Charitable Foundation Board and on behalf of my wife
Eileen, I extend best wishes for a blessed Christmas.
May the peace of Christ be with all of you and with
your families.
Wally Streit, PSD
Foundation President

ecember and Christmas is at our door, and my
wife and I want to wish all Knights and their families a beautiful and Merry Christmas!

This becomes a real challenge in the world we live
in, where countries are
writing secular laws to end
the life of the unborn, the
sick or the elderly for what
they say is “compassion”. In
the case of the unborn, it is
done because it is a choice
each woman has according
to the law, and the child is
not a person until it is born,
according to the same law.
Everyone knows that it is a
child but turns a blind eye
to the situation. I don’t have to say that this is a grave
sin, not just for the woman who has the abortion, but
also for the abortionist and for everyone that supports
this choice. That is also true if you know of situations
but remain indifferent. For that reason we Catholics
should pledge to God never to be silent in the face of
these crimes against humanity. Furthermore, we should
be active in rallies for life as often as we can.
Assisted suicide and euthanasia laws are making their
way more and more into Canada and the U.S.A. They are
criminal acts that happen and the sentences are becoming less severe all the time. The laws may let these
crimes go unpunished as it becomes a trend, but in the
eyes of God these are still grave sins. Don’t support and
be part of such scandals.
Like the birth of Jesus, we learn to love in God’s way.
Preventing abortions and opposing euthanasia are lessons taught by our Lord. Real compassion is to offer true
(Continued on page 10)
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From the State Vocations Chairman
By John Leszkowicz

A

s we approach Christmas 2014, let us all resolve to
be a better Knight and steward of vocations in the
coming year. District Deputies, ask your Grand Knights
to check how their Council did in 2013-2014 with respect to the Refund to Support Vocations Program
(RSVP) and the Religious Vocations Awareness in
Schools Drawing Contest.
RSVP: For every $500 given to a seminarian or a religious novice and reported to Supreme, you get $100
back to donate to another person who is discerning a
life in the Holy Orders. EVERY COUNCIL AND ASSEMBLY
IS URGED TO PARTICIPATE. The maximum amount Supreme will refund to a particular Council or Assembly is
$400 annually per individual sponsored. For more details check out the Vocations tab on the new State web
pages: http://kofc.ab.ca/state-activities/vocations/.

RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS AWARENESS IN SCHOOLS
DRAWING CONTEST: It is of the utmost importance for
us to help parents instill a deeper awareness of the
Catholic Holy Orders in their Grade 5 children. The State
Vocations Program provides for up to five prizes of $100
and five prizes of $50 in the State North Region as well
as in the South Region. The 2014-15 Council kit with
more information to successfully carry out this program
is posted on the State website, also found via clicking on
the above link.
In closing, on behalf of my lovely wife Angela, our children Erica and Karl, I wish you all a wonderful Christmas
and may God bless you and your families. Please keep
up the prayers for Vocations and help a religious novice
whenever possible. When driving, please do so safely.
Brother John Leszkowicz
State Vocations Chairman
vocationschairman@kofc.ab.ca

(Continued from page 4, State Membership Director)

from your pocket that you received at your First Degree
and pray. I am confident you will be pleasantly surprised
with the results.
Fraternally yours in Christ,
Grant M. Mann
Alberta/NWT Knights of Columbus
State Membership Director
"Follow me and I will make you fishers of men."
(Matthew 4:19)
(Continued from page 3, State Advocate)

#12904. Thanks for all your help! You are all awesome!
Our hats go off to Worthy District Deputy Pat Burant for
hosting a successful Major Degree Exemplification.
A quick reminder to all Grand Knights and District
Deputies: The deadline for resolutions to reach the
State Office is January 31, 2015. All resolutions must be
voted at the council meeting and endorsed by both the
Grand Knight and District Deputy. Resolutions may include any pertinent matter the council feels appropriate, nominations for State Executive Board like the State
Deputy, State Secretary, State Treasurer, State Advocate
and State Warden, as well as Insurance and NonInsurance Delegates for the Supreme Convention.
Just a heads up to all councils: In early 2015, “all youth
leaders must fulfill all of the requirements of the Order’s
Safe Environment Program. These requirements include
online training relating to abuse awareness, mandatory
reporting, and the program’s policies and procedures.
The Order developed its Safe Environment Program in
partnership with Praesidium, Inc. and uses Praesidium’s
Armatus online platform to deliver the required training
modules to Knights of Columbus Leaders. Your completion of these online training modules, as well as fulfilling
your specified duties demonstrates your commitment to
protecting children.”
In closing, my lovely wife, Ruby and I, our children,
Stephanie and Richard, wish you all a Blessed and Merry
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year!
Vivat Jesus!
Vince R. Reyes
State Advocate
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From the State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman

By Gary T. Sherman

(Continued from page 8, Culture of Life Chair Couple)

love and respect for life at all its stages. The advances in
medical research give the caregivers tools to help the
sick, not to suffer with sickness, and offer them a viable
quality of life. Hats off to all who work in palliative care
centres, as they lead with the right example of what we
promote--love them, don’t kill them.
May God bless you, His soldier for love!
Patrice & Hélène Roussel
Culture of Life Chair Couple

(Continued from page 1, State Deputy)

A short write-up and a few pictures will provide other
councils with ideas for their community and it will show
how active we are in Alberta, specifically in your Council.
Our MPC (Membership Program Consultant) Guy Precourt has been here for several special seminars and will
return in December. His presentation provides a different insight as to what we can do to market ourselves
and ways to improve our programs for our families. As
we are a family organization, we ask that you bring your
spouse to these seminars. Their support is appreciated
and they should be included with the training we receive to show that support.
Our Charities Appeal tickets have been distributed to
councils. As the profits from ticket sales provide funds
for councils to spend on charitable works, if you need
more tickets please call the Chairman for additional tickets. There are many ways to earn funds for councils,
from grocery receipts, pull tickets, football and hockey
pools, etc., and remember, physical assistance is needed
as part of Charity and Fraternalism. Seniors will appreciate their walks shovelled and housework done that may
be difficult for them to do. A ride to church in inclement
weather would be helpful, as well as a ride to buy groceries. It is hard for many of them to walk on ice with a
cart of groceries in tow.
Please drive safe and watch for our
children and seniors.
Vivat Jesus! Merry Christmas!
William J Smith,
State Deputy Alberta/NWT
Families – Together in our Faith and our Future
Page 10

H

ello My Brothers,

Thank you very much to all the councils that held a
Marian Hour of Prayer in one way or
another. Whether you had prayer at
your council meetings, in your homes or
at your parishes, I thank you. Our Lady
is visiting halls, homes and meeting
places all over Alberta. Believe me
when I say that your pastors also thank
you for helping them to encourage
prayer in their parish. (As Knights we
lead by example. Remember, it’s not too late for your
council to get involved; our Lady is always waiting for
your Prayers. She never sleeps.
I also wish you a great Advent preparation and Christmas season with celebrations in your parishes and councils.
Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year!
Vivat Jesus!
Gary T. Sherman,
State Marian Hour of Prayer Chairman
(780) 457-3749 / marianhourofprayer@kofc.ab.ca

Western Catholic Reporter
“A new year is around the corner. Keep up with the
Western Catholic Reporter (WCR) as we continue
bringing the Gospel to bear on current issues in
the Church in 2015!”
“The Knights have long realized the importance of
the Catholic press in keeping Catholics informed
about Church teaching and news, and in helping to
build Catholic community. A one-year subscription
to the WCR sent to an Alberta address is $35.
Cheques (made payable to Catholic Archdiocese of
Edmonton) or credit card information (Visa or
MasterCard) can be sent to the Western Catholic
Reporter, 8421—101 Avenue, Edmonton, T6A 0L1,
or you can phone 780-424-1557 or you can subscribe using our website, www.wcr.ab.ca.”
Glen Argan, Editor of WCR
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From the State Barney Markowski
Pennies for Heaven Chairman

By Brian Strawford

W

orthy Brother Knights,

A big thank you to all the councils that
contributed to the Pennies for Heaven
program. I know the bishops and the
seminarians really need and appreciate
this support.
If any councils need assistance with their Pennies for
Heaven project or want help to get started, please email
me at penniesforheaven@kofc.ab.ca or call me at (403)
813-7212.
Please remember to make your cheques payable to the
Alberta K of C State Council and send it to:
K of C State Council Office,
#4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, Alberta T4N 1S1

(Continued from page 5, State Communications and PR Director)

Our Team is here to help you so please contact any one
of us with your comments or concerns.
State Technology Chairman – Joseph Duenas
Photographer – John Luk – Calgary/Assistant
Technology Chairman
Photographer—James Danielson – Edmonton/
Northwest
Photographer – Al Girard – Edmonton / North
Photographer – Lito Soco – Edmonton
Photographer – Adam LaGrange – Red Deer/Central
Archives Chairman – Tony Lemay
On behalf of the entire Communications Team and our
families, we wish you and your families a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Thank you and God bless,

My best wishes to all brother Knights, their families and
to all my friends. A blessed Christmas and a Happy New
Year.
KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS
Vivat Jesus!

Michael Anctil,
State Communication and PR Director
communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca

Brian Strawford
Barney Markowski Pennies for Heaven Chairman

(Continued from page 1, State Chaplain)

(Continued from page 2, State Treasurer)

DO NOT ASSUME THAT THEY DO NOT WANT
TO REMAIN A KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS.
It is not the responsibility of the F/S to make contact
with the delinquent members.
No “Notice of Suspension” letter should be sent to any
member until the G/K, DGK and Retention Committee
have made contact with the member. It has been
shown, time after time, that a phone call will result in a
positive response from the delinquent Member. Our
Alberta Membership Team has proven this several times
during this Columbian Year.
Have a safe and Holy Christmas Season.

So when we hear of a group committing atrocities against innocent human beings in the name of their
religion or their God, the reality is that they are a long
ways from the deity that they claim to be representing.
God, no matter what name you call Him, is a God of love
and peace. He has created humanity to live in a relationship of peace and love with one another. None of us do
this real well, but it does need to be our aspiration, our
moral compass in life. Today, we give thanks for the
many who have made the ultimate sacrifice so that you
and I may worship, speak, read, write, live and work in
freedom. This God-given freedom has been abused in
the past and will continue to be abused as long as humanity is involved. We remember and we give thanks to
those who have served their country, for those who
continue to serve their country in order to protect the
freedom our Lord has entrusted to us. “Lest we forget.”
Vivat Jesus!

W. Charles Russell
State Treasurer
Fr. Jim Corrigan,
State Chaplain
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 3 December 2014
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From the State Family Coordinator

From the State Youth Coordinator

By Sal Ficaccio

By Julian Hnatiw

I

would like to start by saying thank you to all of you
that support this program; keep up the good work.
In founding the Knights of Columbus, the Venerable Fr.
Michael J. McGivney sought to respond, both with love
and spirituality, to the many problems in the family,
problems such as single parents, poverty, violence, substance abuse, prejudice and discrimination. Although we
have come a long way, several of these problems are
present today.
Recently, Pope Francis reminded us that Christian families “are the domestic Church where Jesus grows in the
love of a married couple and in the lives of their children”. To help our families better become what they are
called to be, in October of this year our Supreme Knight
Carl Anderson launched an initiative entitled, “Building
the Domestic Church: The Family Fully Alive”. This is a
program to help both our families and parishes grow in
our faith. A booklet (#10162) was sent to all Grand
Knights and Council Officers. It contains monthly
themes, prayers and projects that council can undertake. I encourage all councils to make use of these wonderful resources.
Let us not forget that among all of us, our Jurisdiction
has many families that deserve recognition for exemplifying Christian life. Let’s show our support for them by
implementing the Family of the Month Program.
The Christmas Season is upon us with so much commercialism that the true meaning of Christmas becomes secondary. As Knights of Columbus let us be leaders in creating the true meaning and the spirit of Christmas as in
“Keep Christ in Christmas” and by celebrating the birth
of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
On behalf of myself, my wife Betty, all of my children
and grandchildren, we would like to wish all of you and
your families a
BLESSED MERRY CHRISTMAS
&
A NEW YEAR FILLED
WITH PEACE AND GOOD HEALTH.
Sal Ficaccio,
State Family Coordinator
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W

orthy Brother Knights,

We are approaching the Christmas season and are half
way through the Columbian Year. We have all worked
very hard in various areas of the Knights of Columbus
Council, Chapter and State levels.
Hope you will have time to enjoy this time of the year
with your families and friends.
On behalf of the Youth Team and my wife Shirley, we
wish all of you and your families a Merry Christmas and
a blessed New Year.
God bless,
Julian Hnatiw
State Youth Coordinator
(Continued from page 3, State Warden)

♦

♦

♦
♦
♦

♦

familiarize themselves with the respect due to the
important position the District Deputy holds.
The District Deputy should notify the Grand Knights
of the councils in his district, in writing and in advance (one week to ten days), when making an official visit, so that all officers will be present with their
books and records.
District Deputies should insist and advise, if necessary, on proper setup and personal conduct of the
members at all council meetings. The Warden of the
council is responsible for setting up the chamber for
meetings and degrees.
District Deputies should be neatly and properly
dressed when attending meetings.
When a District Deputy visits a council, he should
always be seated in front, near the Grand Knight.
The District Deputy should always be called upon to
speak and all members should rise when he is introduced.
The District Deputy should be seated at the head
table at any council function, even if not on the
speaking program.

I will discuss the other part of Protocols in the next issue.
On behalf of my wife, Merle and children, Ralph Ronald,
Rosemary and Randy, I would like to wish everyone a
Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous and Peaceful New
Year. Christ is born!
Brother Ferdie Y. Mendita
State Warden
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 3 December 2014

Knights of Columbus—Charitable Foundation’s

CATCH THE SPIRIT
Thanks to these Brother Knights on November 5th we had individual, confirmed
pledges of $381,000. May the Lord inspire many more. As our State Chaplain Father
Jim said in his campaign, “Together we can do it.”
Battery World – Davide Castelle – Edmonton
Muller Realty (Trent) #3948 - Westlock
Father Bonner Columbus Club #7599 – Edmonton
Control Pointe/Greg Kautz – Calgary
Council 1186
Council #4510 - Wainwright
Council 4530
Council #6563 – Red Deer
Council #7070 Edmonton
Council #9502 – Medicine Hat
Council #12353 – Edmonton
Connelly McKinley Limited – Edmonton
Evan J Strong Funeral Home – Calgary
Pallottine Fathers
Saamis Funeral Chapel and Crematorium – Medicine Hat
Sisters of Providence – Edmonton
Albinatti, Louis
Amairaj, Joseph #6166 – Fort McMurray
Amerongen, Gregory #13312 – Edmonton
Amyotte, Laurier #4742 – St. Albert
Anctil, Michael #9502 – Medicine Hat
Ashmore, Thomas
Barr, Dr. Robert – Medicine Hat
Barth, Danny PSD #4878 – Calgary
Bartlett, Stan #6166 – Fort McMurray
Benning, Ed – Medicine Hat
Beresnak, Robert #7599 – Edmonton
Boyden, Daryl - #6083- Sherwood Park
Bichel GK Ron - #8471 - Calgary
Birch, Philip #7070 – Edmonton
Bouchard, Marc – General Agent – Red Deer
Bourgeault, Dennis #7599 – Edmonton
Broks, Leo - #6083 – Sherwood Park
Brosseay, George—Edmonton
Cadien, Kenneth #7599 – Edmonton
Carattini, Stephen #10060 – Edmonton
Castellino, Dennis #7432
Clements, Jack #7599 – Edmonton
Cody, Brad #10014 – St. Albert
Cote, Allain
State Affairs, Volume 18, Number 3 December 2014

Cunningham Dr. Eamon (DD) - #6131 - Viking
Daley, Mike #6166- Fort McMurray
Day, Brian #7599 – Edmonton
Dean, Dan—Edmonton
Dechant, Michael #3241 – Grande Prairie
Doran, Fred #6083 – Sherwood Park
Flahman, Paul #10060 - Edmonton
Fath, Ron – Fath Group #7599 – Edmonton
Fisher, Allan DD#16
Fischer, Stephen #15688 – Fort McMurray
Frey, Michael #3241 – Grande Prairie
Gaganon, Ronald
Gannon, Neil #8034 – Edmonton
Gartner, Lorne #1186 – Calgary
George, Rajan #7599 – Edmonton
Goethals, Lloyd #6166 – Fort McMurray
Halwa, Ted #3241 – Grande Prairie
Himmelspach, Peter #3553 - Lloydminster
Hicks, Graham #4957 – Edmonton
Hihn, Joseph
Jette, Michael #7599 – Edmonton
Johnson, Wayne #7070 – Edmonton
Joseph, Dr. Kurian #7599 – Edmonton
Kautz, Greg – Calgary
King, Dr. Keith – Medicine Hat
Kohler, Robert
Korchinski, Allan #7599 - Edmonton
Koziak Family Foundation
Krausert, Cal #8034 – Edmonton
Kruchten, Robert #6563 – Red Deer
Kuhn, Jerrod
Lacourssier, Jules PSD #9046
Lamb, Peter - #4742 – St. Albert
Leibel, Robert
Learmount, Roone - Calgary
Lemiski, James - #7599 – Edmonton
Lewchuk, Bill – Calgary
Lintz, Greg #7599 - Edmonton
Lohner, Brad #8034 - Edmonton
Lopresti, Kevin
(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 13, Catch the Spirit Pledges)

(Continued from page 5, State Program Director)

Lovsin, Frank – Edmonton
McCracken – St. Albert
McKenzie, Bob #7599 - Edmonton
McLaughlin, William
Medernash, Brad
Mendita, Ferdie – State Warden #12904 Edmonton
Maguire, Frank #1184 – Edmonton
Miller, Ed. #3131 – Fairview
Muldoon #3241
Murphy, Glen #7432 - Calgary
Murphy, John #7599 – Edmonton
Muscobe, Wally – Calgary
Neumann, Jeffery #1742 – Medicine Hat
Nick, Jonk
Pererz, Nestor – Fort McMurray
Oistryk, Yvonne
Oistryk, YvOshvalda, Michael #7599 – Edmonton
Ouellette, Peter #7599 – Edmonton
Paish, Kevin Edmonton
Paquin, Norris #3241 – Grande Prairie
Paszkowski, Walter #3241 – Grande Prairie
Phillips, David #1184 – Edmonton
Poelzer , Pat #8034 – Edmonton
Potvin, Bill – Fort Saskatchewan
Pratt, Charles, PSD #6488 - Calgary
Purschke, Norman
Rahall, Charles #7599 – Edmonton
Richard, Robert
Rothwell, Tom #7599 – Edmonton
Schurman, Donald #7599 – Edmonton
Schuster, Ron- State Secretary #10986 Edmonton
Sekora, Eugene #10519 – Edmonton
Sirois, Ronald
Sit, Jeremy #7599 – Edmonton
Sopchyshyn, #12353 – Edmonton
Sosa, Leo #7599 – Edmonton
Stefancik, Dr. Jan #4249 - Vegreville
Streit, Wally, PSD #7599 – Edmonton
Stubbington, Blake #12353 – Edmonton
Tremblay, Peter #12446 Calgary
Trienekens, Rev. William
Van Halst, Ron #4742 – St. Albert
Villeneuve, Greg #7070 – Edmonton
Warwa, Gregory #7511 – Edmonton
Winter, Willis #7432 - Calgary
Woodlock, Gerry #4742 – St. Albert
Yacyshyn, Greg #10519 – Edmonton
Yatscoff, Randy #7599 – Edmonton

cost of an ultrasound machine,
6. Youth Activities: Coats for Kids--minimum of 8 cases
(each case has 12 coats) 1 case from Supreme $284;
Supreme takes care of duties.
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These are the featured programs and can be very expensive or hard to complete with the man power required.
Other programs your council participates in are equally
worthwhile and should be submitted. When your council completes the program, do not forget to submit the
programs to the State Office so that you may achieve
the recognition deserved at the State Convention.
Do not forget that all of the every day activities count in
your reports. Things we just take for granted such as
Lecturers, Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers should be
counted when paper work is completed. A Grand Knight
recently asked me why we were not as successful with
Star Council and Star District Awards. I would suggest
that one of the main reasons is because the appropriate
paper work ,i.e. forms, were not filled out or were not
submitted in a timely fashion.
Please remember that if your council has any questions
with regards to properly submitting forms, or any other
question, all the Grand Knight need do is to contact any
member of the State Board or the State Program Team.
As I have stated numerous times,
EVERY PROGRAM REPRESENTS
A MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT OPPORTUNITY.
With this in mind, I urge my brother Knights to continue
the great works they have been doing throughout the
past year and beyond.
On behalf of my wife Kate and my entire family I want to
wish each one of my brother Knights and their families a
very blessed and joyous Christmas.
Vivat Jesus!
Dean Rombough
State Program Director
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Third Degree Exemplifications 2014-2015
A Reflection for Christmas
Every time a hand reaches out to help another...that is Christmas.
Every time someone puts anger aside and
strives for understanding….that is Christmas.
Every time people forget their differences
and realize their love for each other….that
is Christmas.
May this Christmas bring us closer to the
spirit of human understanding , closer to
the blessing of peace!
Anonymous

May the peace, the joy and the love
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
be with you and your family throughout
this most holy and blessed season.
Shauna

Linda

tate Affairs is published by the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State
Council. Material submitted for
publication remains the property of the
Alberta/Northwest Territories State Council
unless a self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. Deadline for submissions is the
15th day of the month prior to publication.
Direct all inquiries and letters to:
State Affairs Editor Michael Anctil
49 Carswell Rd SE, Medicine Hat AB
T1B 1L9
Email: communicationsdirector@kofc.ab.ca
Telephone: (403) 526-4058

OR
State Council Office, #4, 5579—47 Street,
Red Deer, AB T4N 1S1
Office: (403) 341-4848,
Toll-Free: 1-800-656-0042
Fax: (403) 340-3404
Email: stateoffice@kofc.ab.ca
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Date

Location

February 7, 2015

Edmonton area

February 14, 2015

Fort McMurray

March 1, 2015

Lloydminster/Wainwright

March 7, 2015

Edmonton

March 15, 2015

Lethbridge

March 21, 2015

Red Deer

May 2, 2015

Grande Prairie/Peace River

May 30, 2015

Calgary

May 30, 2015

Edmonton

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
55th Annual CURLING BONSPIEL
March 21 & 22, 2015, at the Ellerslie Curling Club,
530-71 St. SW, Edmonton—“Fraternal Night” (a
meet, greet, mix & mingle) and early registration on
Friday March 20th. For more info or assistance,
contact Mike Mravinec at mravinec@kroll.ca or
call 780-887-0103.

2015 ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION
April 17-19, 2015 at Sheraton Inn, Red Deer
Convention Chairman: Julian Hnatiw

2015 STATE HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
April 24-26, 2015 at the Knights of Columbia
Arena, 13160—137 Ave. N.W. Edmonton
Sponsored by Holy Trinity Council #12353
Chairman: Grant Mann—Ph: 780-438-6920

2015 STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT
Saturday, June 13 at the Camrose Golf Course.
Hosted by Camrose Council #3437
Chairman Barry Stotts
Phone (780) 672-9686; Email: bar.rita@lynxnet.ca
(When applying for Athletic events, please use
the specific form. Forms can be found in the GK
Manual in Section F-1, pages 2-3.)
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The Gift of the Magi
By O. Henry (1906)

One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all. And sixty cents of
it was in pennies… Three times Della counted it. One dollar and
eighty-seven cents. And the next day would be Christmas. There was
clearly nothing to do but flop down on the shabby little couch and
howl. So Della did it. Which instigates the moral reflection that life is
made up of sobs, sniffles, and smiles, with sniffles predominating.
While the mistress of the home is gradually subsiding from the
first stage to the second, take a look at the home. A furnished flat at
$8 per week…In the vestibule below was a letter-box…and a card
bearing the name "Mr. James Dillingham Young." The "Dillingham"
had been flung to the breeze during a former period of prosperity
when its possessor was being paid $30 per week. Now, when the
income was shrunk to $20, the letters of “Dillingham” looked
blurred… But whenever Mr. James Dillingham Young came home
and reached his flat above he was called "Jim" and greatly hugged by
Mrs. James Dillingham Young, already introduced to you as Della.
Which is all very good.
Della finished her cry and attended to her cheeks with the powder
rag. Only $1.87 to buy a present for him. Her Jim. Many a happy hour
she had spent planning for something nice for him. Something fine
and rare and sterling--something just a little bit near to being worthy
of the honour of being owned by Jim…
Now, there were two possessions of the James Dillingham
Youngs in which they both took a mighty pride. One was Jim's gold
watch that had been his father's and his grandfather's. The other was
Della's hair… So now Della's beautiful hair fell about her, rippling
and shining like a cascade of brown waters. It reached below her knee
and made itself almost a garment for her. And then she did it up again
nervously and quickly….On went her old brown jacket; on went her
old brown hat. With a whirl of skirts and with a brilliant sparkle still
in her eyes, she fluttered out the door and down the stairs to the street.
Where she stopped the sign read: "Mme. Sofronie. Hair Goods of All
Kinds.”
"Will you buy my hair?" asked Della.
"I buy hair," said Madame. "Take your hat off and let's have a
sight at the looks of it."
Down rippled the brown cascade. "Twenty dollars," said Madame,
lifting the mass with a practised hand.
"Give it to me quick," said Della.
Oh, and the next two hours tripped by on rosy wings. Forget the
hashed metaphor. She was ransacking the stores for Jim's present. She
found it at last. It surely had been made for Jim and no one else.
There was no other like it in any of the stores, and she had turned all
of them inside out. It was a platinum fob chain simple and chaste in
design, properly proclaiming its value by substance alone and not by
meretricious ornamentation--as all good things should do. It was even
worthy of The Watch. As soon as she saw it she knew that it must be
Jim's. It was like him. Quietness and value--the description applied to
both. Twenty-one dollars they took from her for it, and she hurried
home with the 87 cents. With that chain on his watch Jim might be
properly anxious about the time in any company. Grand as the watch
was, he sometimes looked at it on the sly on account of the old leather
strap that he used in place of a chain.
When Della reached home her intoxication gave way a little to
prudence and reason. She got out her curling irons and lighted the gas
and went to work repairing the ravages made by generosity added to
love….Within forty minutes her head was covered with tiny, closelying curls that made her look wonderfully like a truant schoolboy….
"If Jim doesn't kill me," she said to herself, "before he takes a
second look at me, he'll say I look like a Coney Island chorus girl.”
Jim was never late. Della doubled the fob chain in her hand and
sat on the corner of the table near the door that he always entered.
Then she heard his step on the stair away down on the first flight, and
she turned white for just a moment. She had a habit of saying little
silent prayers about the simplest everyday things; now she whispered:
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"Please God, make him think I am still pretty."
The door opened and Jim stepped in and closed it. He looked thin
and very serious... Jim stopped inside the door, as immovable as a
setter at the scent of quail. His eyes were fixed upon Della, and there
was an expression in them that she could not read, and it terrified her.
It was not anger, nor surprise, nor disapproval, nor horror, nor any of
the sentiments that she had been prepared for. He simply stared at her
fixedly with that peculiar expression on his face.
"Jim, darling," she cried, "don't look at me that way. I had my hair
cut off and sold it because I couldn't have lived through Christmas
without giving you a present. It'll grow out again--you won't mind,
will you? I just had to do it. My hair grows awfully fast. Say `Merry
Christmas!' Jim, and let's be happy. You don't know what a nice-what a beautiful, nice gift I've got for you."
"You've cut off your hair?" asked Jim, laboriously, as if he had
not arrived at that patent fact yet even after the hardest mental labour.
"Cut it off and sold it," said Della. "Don't you like me just as well,
anyhow? I'm me without my hair, ain't I?"
Jim looked about the room curiously. "You say your hair is
gone?" he said, with an air almost of idiocy.
"You needn't look for it," said Della. "It's sold, I tell you--sold and
gone, too. It's Christmas Eve, boy. Be good to me, for it went for you.
Maybe the hairs of my head were numbered," she went on with a
sudden serious sweetness, "but nobody could ever count my love for
you. Shall I put the chops on, Jim?"
Out of his trance Jim seemed quickly to wake. He enfolded his
Della….Jim drew a package from his overcoat pocket and threw it
upon the table.
"Don't make any mistake, Dell," he said, "about me. I don't think
there's anything in the way of a haircut or a shave or a shampoo that
could make me like my girl any less. But if you'll unwrap that package you may see why you had me going a while at first."
White fingers and nimble tore at the string and paper. And then an
ecstatic scream of joy; and then, alas a quick feminine change to hysterical tears and wails, necessitating the immediate employment of all
the comforting powers of the lord of the flat. For there lay The
Combs--the set of combs, side and back, that Della had worshipped
for the long in a Broadway window. Beautiful combs, pure tortoise
shell, with jewelled rims--just the shade to wear in the beautiful vanished hair. They were expensive combs, she knew, and her heart had
simply craved and yearned over them without the least hope of possession. And now, they were hers, but the tresses that should have
adorned the coveted adornments were gone. But she hugged them to
her bosom, and at length she was able to look up with dim eyes and a
smile and say:
"My hair grows so fast, Jim!" And them Della leaped up like a
little singed cat and cried, "Oh, oh!"
Jim had not yet seen his beautiful present. She held it out to him
eagerly upon her open palm. The dull precious metal seemed to flash
with a reflection of her bright and ardent spirit.
"Isn't it a dandy, Jim? I hunted all over town to find it. You'll have
to look at the time a hundred times a day now. Give me your watch. I
want to see how it looks on it."
Instead of obeying, Jim tumbled down on the couch and put his
hands under the back of his head and smiled. "Dell," said he, "let's put
our Christmas presents away and keep 'em a while. They're too nice to
use just at present. I sold the watch to get the money to buy your
combs. And now suppose you put the chops on."
The magi, as you know, were wise men—wonderful wise men
who brought gifts to the Babe in the manger. They invented the art of
giving Christmas presents. Being wise, their gifts were no doubt wise
ones, possibly bearing the privilege of exchange in case of duplication, and here I have lamely related to you the uneventful chronicle of
two foolish children in a flat who most unwisely sacrificed for each
other the greatest treasures of their house. But in a last word to the
wise of these days let it be said that of all who give gifts these two
were the wisest. Of all who give and receive gifts, such as they are
wisest….They are the magi.
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